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The multitude of local forums that have

sprung up over recent years have played an important

role in establi shing demCKracy in South Afric.a.

For(u)ming
the future

But do they have a place now that a democ:ratic government has been installed1

SALEEM BADAT investigates,

OIJTH Ahio m <l<'m<J<l'al> h......bcoen highly mn"".'I.... In
creo'ln~ "'8Ml;""' IOI'l.o1 ....hld.. l". tho_k"'ll >tN8­
gJ1, 10' " "",,"racial. n"n'''~;'' dernooocy. Tho p<'l1od oIfl..
k-hru.oty 19\1O ha> beom no ox~p'I<'." Dmloaa" II.....
drawn on tl>elJ = .tMty~ tilen" 10 ..' ohl l'" • new

loon '" org.on...' lun. 1~ forum , "' .. m...."" ttl~ dom<><Ta<:y.
.... neg<~"' ion M anor lII<' ""'lor Inmummt of ....u<n>l politic>,

I(l<i.OI "'0'''' '' '1<'''1> and eMl ><><lriy r.nm..'1om~ ,11<' "l'J""'Unlly
Iot"" mdlng this~ lhUl. aIong<ide the Moltl. /'ony Ne!foll,1t1ng
PI',,""" <ltaling with oomtlIuU"".lt........ n.ollunaL~lonal ond~
Iorum, mush"'""'ll"d around moo, <Ud\ a< ''''' """nnm~. t\ouyrlA.
tI«trlClty, "0"'('011.10<01 gowmmenl, odu<atlon and 1r3lnlng,. he.lth.
Illd youth lkwloplll<fll.

In ''''' main. tl!<: knme' Nall"",,1 Party gOV'<1llrTWm ..... ho'ltU. to
tho:' \dQ ,hoot1~ fOlUm, ,houkl "'1lOl"IO" ~omlNC1lon. AI bnl ,
"'111Io (Kl..,iIbly Of'"" 10 f,,<Um•• it> roncq>tklll 01 thew b" dln
Mnainrd c~,.., to 111<' lOy '~Ieph<>nt. """lnl"""'l 01 th o ,acl.ll and
rlhnk ad\<i><><y coun"U. 01 p and al"'rthoid.

By ronu••t, Civil oock'<y f,,,ma'km. socltaslh. Co n g<ess of :.:..th
IJn<3nThde Un""" and the !ocu,h A1Ii<art Natlo".j O vl<
{)rpnhol lon 1U<>k tit< vlrw , hal forum. w= m""h mon' t hMt Infu<·
mal~ .nd """'ol1all"" _ ..... Forum.~ m<'<hanl'nl' fur
mdlnJ unllatrra l .....1<U<1urlnR fly lho'8<-"'rrTtmml. Thry""'" Ih.
mnn. to .ddm.s CTi<i. !.",,,,, tn holld "W'''-"'''''''t on ""'" v. loe<, policy
lI"ll. and f,am"""",1.:.1; toM~OI"t. the ""ltllClurlng . nd """"'''rut·
lion of <octal "'''1<'n; to uteI'd <!t'ct.mn.- .nd flOlK"J'.mo\;.lng proc...""
1O<nIUt1lu"",,,,,.nd '101<0 hold... dlrrc1ly alft'<'tt'd fly th.m ,

Thor Na' k>noll "a rty wo' ",1<><.Unl to eo<K'tdr ....d' pOWff> to luN,"',
I'lCI ""'11ft how ,.'I'...•••·I11.tI"" and Indu,lV<' t~ ......... II ..a' lh....-J,""
not surprising tha, Ilolirn nd, a rnmbi",,'''''' of ""''' _on,
v\go<ow pmua<Jon and llIe- In trtV<'ntion 01 the~ _ tn .
m-. rok for n.gotlatlng foro"" to e>tahllsh rffrrtlV<' functioning.

fornomplr, til<'National EmnonllC Forum ......Im:! tn part hom tho
1\l911"""'<lay S"'Wral 'tnk. of 3,S mUllnn 1"-"1,1. around .n 't><"n'_ln
V.l...Ad<lrd Tu and th.. 1'011"... 1Porty lI"""""tlIrttt'. un'Ia'.....1oro­
I'lCIInI< ""nuo.~w"'g . Slmll.,ly, tM National f.do<.Unn and Training
fO<1Jm was partly the .......It of . I..""h"..' IIrlkr romM....., wtlh mlllt.nl
dnnon.....atloru by "udont' around . ..mlnatlon I.... durIng mld·I991.

ConSl<\r,. bl. lim". h uman ond f1nanci.1 !nOl''''''' h.a.... Il"II<' 11110
bum.. What '11'-"Y haVl' acl>irwd v.li.. from foru m to lonon, Ily and
1nJr,fonm.. h.w b<-rn 1"",1 ""-TI"l,ful tn ",Iallon to Implr1ll<'nnng
!"'<>ll..mm.. . nd dtoIisT<Ing .od al >rn1ces. Thry ha"" r...m """,
r~:,"l ln limiting u n ll. I....1""t""-tuling by~"""'t.

l1Icl< ,....,"" ""'...... w.. In ronl"' lng. .nd somrtIJtI<'O trS'I';ng. tbr
poIic;M 0/ the "a' tonal r.rty ~,""'mmcn'; '.,,'unns In!onnal.'" and

data cN<'lal lor polley ptann lng; and """"loping p;,lley 1<am..."<I,, I'"
ft'CO<I"",,~Ion.Thry ha.....b o servrd •• " .In(ng ground. fly nJl<-"lng
""th';st. to the m"", to< hnl<al • •(Jl'<'t> 01JIOVt'm.lnct. adm(nlstr.'1on
.nd dollvt'f)' '" SOCIallnframuctu~and ......-Icn. f ln.lIy. Ihry haw
Inco,pontt'd. m""h bmadet ra"ll0 of ronSllt....n<in In policy
drllbet.tlon.. . t 'ho wme ' in"' lex1l1mislng lhe' tn.o/....,.".,,, III civil
ICIClrty Ionn.1U"". In drclslon· and poli<y-ma!ing I"""'""""

Thor ~... ,..I..... of lornm, may ult imal"ly llr- in t!>rl, pot enttal to

«mtJibu,o 10 1",' irutionaJl>lng ta, """" ''1m'!'''....''. ...-ountohic'.
partl<:ipato<y .nd domo<ratic nuxIes ut <kcI""" and 1"~lcy maid....

['l<'spltr Ihts il h dilflCUll to prrdict how IIwy will drvrIop and
_,lhry will rIK1."S>a,tlycontlnur no.. that "'" haw a """'ocrat~

cally . 1l"Ctrdll"""""men,. Mu<h will~ on 111" posi tion. adop' ed
by civil ""'lrIJ-' f,,""allon••nd ' h . i pproach of Ih~ ......... B"""inrMnl.

In ""'Y S."..,... 1m"" th... ........r1"" nn be envbagrd:
• e Ml socleI)' ro""allon. acapllhal /onmts, In .ddltlon 10

pnwldl1\8' nwan, 10 addrn, l"u", .lId tnn............ I'" I. :y dw1ng tho
tran.lti<>n 1"""100, ""'''' ...",nl lally m....lla lltsm' lor b lud ltl,'l unllal... 1
rnl<U<1urlnRby.n l1I"s"lm.t" 8"'-.-m menl. Whllr mechanism. fo<
b,ood pametp.o'"'" In polky ma klnK .'" cnn>ldr.-..d imf""l.n~ the
rolt' of foNm. h InWrp<t1<'d . , ending " i ll> tho In,taltatktn of l!>r
drmo<Tatl<aUy elrct<'d II""rrTtmcnl ,

• (;MI society fmma'inn'~ , h" new Il"""'n""",' In makr
funom "a'utury bodIrt.. In thi< ""'natkl.lorn"" rookl rrpl many
of lho ""lttlng. .nd ofIton un...p.......tatlw. ""Iu tory bodles h ..
tf,. HOUSIng Advi''''Y Courldl . nd ,h. Unl......ltlrS and lochnll:o",
Advi.ory Coun<1l , Whrtho, 'h. hlll«I"" uf >I.tutory 1o<um' would br
advll<lty Of would Indude. deflt« of aut<>nolny nr a I"~ley role
would br • malt... It>< nes<>'tation hMw..... loNm••nd flO"<'r'Imcn' .

• My as ""'"",nt brtwt'on g<.Wrmm",' and fo:rum...' h tl ng ,tatutory
bodirs a.. JrCtJ!lS' I' utt'd land new ""'" '""ted) .. """" '''I"....,·n..I1....
and ' ran'parmt olrultwes.. I'orurn> cnnttnur t" ".ls~ but .., advlso,y
and ronsultall"" ,lructu<es. Th....tutory bodl.... would br ..."..,." lb1e
fo< ""nvmlng fOll,lm, al ..gu l., In te<vals.

A1lboullb tho' ....... !l"V'-""'ment ts cornmlted to bn..-d parttetpa'lo<J.
Ih. sllr 0/ ". tut Uf\l budIet b 1,J,;"Jy 10 br limited fly rnn"dr,aUo", uI'
rffi<1<'Jtcl'••fhrtlVll)' .nd ""'I. forum. haw tho . dvanlag< 0/ brlnR
c"On.aJrraf~~ _ In·ba..u rh .n rtiototmy bodl.... Thry otfrt ~n
opponun(1)' fo< "'I!"w ,UU<tut<'d Inl..'artl"" brt"""'" ll"""'JUtl<'1l1.
".NlO<)' bod(....a.nd """.llI ....ndeo.. Most I"'I"-'nant, pt'th.p:s. tlwy
provsde the pos'll>l\l)' 0/ !>nldlng bot h ll''''rrTt"",nt .nd ",'uln<)'
IJodIrSacwuntablr.nd ""I"-"'Vvr 10constltu..,....... •

Sol...... 1Ia.L.I, J, Q ....!of mom:'- dt Ihr [Ju,:QI;"" Nky Uni, 0{ "'"
UnJwnilr of"'" "'..I.... (;"pr.
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