




•Well-spoken
•Gentle
•Kind
•Mainstream job
•Strong convictions
•Religious 
•Pacifist
•Not easily intimidated
•Ordinary 



•Opposing the Apartheid 
government
•Creating an entire anti-
conscription movement
•Fasting for peace
•Sacrificing his own well-
being for a greater good
•Standing tall in the face 
of intimidation
•Not letting anyone else 
define his own beliefs

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/photograph_of_ecc_activist_richard_steele_with_placard_as_two_soldiers_walk_by.htm




Mandatory 
conscription of 
young men after 
studies

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/stop_the_call_up_2.htm
http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/war_is_no_solution.htm


There were no alternatives 
for those who did not want 
to fight. They were to 
choose between war, exile 
or jail

People such as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, pacifists and 
those who didn’t agree with 
the government

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/end_conscription_working_for_a_just_peace_construction_not_conscription.htm


Conscription 
only applied to 
young WHITE 
men

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/end_racist_conscription.htm
http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/if_the_sadf_does_not_uphold_apartheid_how_come_they_only_conscript_whites_stop_the_call_up.htm


The government, 
being a minority 
government, 
needed the 
support of the 
entire white 
minority to stay in 
power and it 
relied on a strong 
military and 
police force to 
suppress the 
black majority

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/full/207.jpg


Therefore, when 
conscripts 
refused to report, 
it weakened  the 
governments 
capacity to 
govern by 
removing part of 
the police force 
and potential 
voters.

This was the aim 
of the ECC

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/fighting_for_apartheid_your_right_to_choose_join_the_end_conscription_campaign.htm


Police officers at a ECC graffiti wall

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/police_and_graffiti_outside_khotso_house_later_bombed_johannesburg_gauteng_may_1985.htm


http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/press_conference_held_by_cape_town_group_of_conscientious_objectors.htm
http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/international_conscientious_objectors_day_1990.htm
http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/we_call_for_a_just_peace_in_our_land_we_believe_that_it_is_the_moral_right_of_south_africans_to_exercise_freedom_of_conscience_and_choose_not_to_serve_in_the_sadf_we_call_for_an_end_to_conscription.htm






How conscription 
affected the lives of 
those who chose 
not to report

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/women_say_no_to_militarisation_women_say_no_to_the_call_up.htm
http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/full/417.jpg




http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/south_africa_in_conflict_2.htm
















Steele speaking at a ECC peace concert

http://www.saha.org.za/ecc25/conscientious_objector_richard_steele_addresses_ecc_fund_raising_concert_1984.htm
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