The Single Cells Section
ROEBER ISLAKD

19 May 1977

The Head of Prison
ROBBEN ISLAND

We strorgly protest against the purpose for end zanrer in which
the wisit to this prison of the local ond overcees press and
television men on tne 25th April w»=s orgecised and conducted

by the Departsent of Prisons. We resent tie deliberate violas=
tion of our rignt of privaey by takirg our photograpne without
our permission, and regard this as conerete evidence of the con=
teapt wita which the Departzent continues to trest us.

On the 26tn April fellow-priccner Nelson sarndels wis informed

by Mejor Zsndberg that the dirister of Priscns nad finally agreed
to the repeated requests by the press over tae yesrs to visit
Robben Isiond. e also leernmt that the ninister hed muthorised
the visit provided no comcuricction whetsoever would take place
be=tween pressmen end prisoners.

The Lirister planned the visit in the hope that it would whites=
wash the Prisons Depariment; nacify public criticisa of the De=
partanent here and sabroed, &nd countersct any adverse publicity
that might srise in the future. To ensure the succass of the
plan we were not given prier notice of the wisit, on that rarti=
cular day the apan from our Section was given the spaciel work
of "gardening" instead of pullicg out bamboo from the ses Bn we

4*;#%ﬂrmnlly do when we go-to work. Some 30 Litres of aillk was
@ﬂ'ixacei at the entrance to our Section, quite obviously to give

the lapression that it wz2e all zeant for us,; whereas ir truth
we reckive only 6% litres & day.

dost of ue Xnow tost & section of the press here =nd ebroad is
gynpathatic tu our cause; and that they would have ﬁré&srrﬁﬂ to
hendle the operation in 3 dignified sanzer. YWevertaeless, the
Minister's disregard for our feeiinpa bas led to the situstion
where total strengers ere now in poosession of photogrepha end
filus of ourselves. The impropriety of the winister's action 1is
sharpened b; the Depertment's persistent refusal to sliow us to
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take apd send our photographs to our own familles.

We etress the fect that the way in which #tae iiir ister plenned tinila
visit in no way differs from previous ones. IN August 1964 res=
porters froa "The Daily Telegraph" found those of us who were here
at the tize "mending clothes” instead of our normel work at the

tize of knapping atones with 5 lb. hamners. As soon as the re=
porters left we were ordered to crush stores as usual. At the end

of August 1965 lra, I.7da Parker from "The Sunday Tribure®™ fourd us |

woaring raincoats on our way beck from the lims quarry = raincoats
which were hurriedly issued to us 8t work on the very day_nf her
vieit, 3rd which were inzediotely token awey when she left. The
rain coats were not issued to us egein until B yeer cr so later.

We eaphatically state that under no circumstonces are we willing
to coopercte with the Depertment in eny menceuvre cn its part to
distort tie true state of affairs obtaining on this ieland. With
few exceptiona our epan has been kept inside for several months
now, but our poraal work is still thet of pulling sea-weed, end
the Department hos given no sucursnce thet we will never be asent
out to the guarry again,.

¥e also cite the example of the cupboerds we heve in our cells.

Any television-viewer is likely to be lupressced with this fArniture
and would naturally give ell tue credit to the Lepertaent., It is
unlikely that such telefision-viewers a-d mewspaper readers would
be aware that the cupboards have been painstexirgly bui t with
orude toole in & crude "workshop® from cerdboard cartons a=d

* Iroa driftwood picked up on the beaches by priscners, that the costs

for bemutifying thes have been borne by the prisoners tnemselves,
8rd tnet toey aave been built by & talented fellow priscnerg,Jafta
dseencla, working epproximately 5 nours a dey on weekdaye at the
rete of R1,50 (One Rand fifty Cents) & month,

dtlell tizes wer are wiiling to heve press &nd televisicn inters
viess, provided tuat toe aia is to present to the public & balanced
picture of our living conditions. This means thet we would be
allowed to exprese our grievances and dewsnds freely, and to make

Coi-tnto whether such comments nre favourapie or otherwise to the
Depurtment,

¥e vre fully aware thut tha'napartmant PR O proteét g fevoursb-
+




-3_ — F

0 ]

image to the world of ite policies, ¥e can think of no better
wey of doing @0 then by gbolisaing all forme of racial discrimi=
nation in the sdministration by keeping abreast of enlightered

. penal reforas, by granting us the status of political prisoners,
prd by introducing & non-reciel administration through-out tae
country's prisons. Yith few or ro skeletons to hide the Depart=
ment will then no longer stand in any need for resorting to

strategess.
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Tae esctual excemtion of the plan wee entrusted to Gen. Houx and in
his presecce, the reporters ard comeramen stormed dows upon us like
txclted viesitors to &n egricultural show. From mll that wa have
y sean of Gen., Roux, we are convinced thet he has no respect
whatsoever for our feelings and dignity. The way he handied
the wvieit ie no different from Lis conduct when he visited this
prison on the 15th Nowveubor 1376. On that occepion he conducted
bis interviewz with us individumsily in 2 cleoak-cnd-daggzer fashion
in ‘the hcpe of firding ue ct 8 complete loss when conironted with
the unpeppected. That there were mo ugly incidente as & result
of the provocative mction on toe 25th Apri]l was due solely to our
gense of reaponsibility.
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We ere fully eaware tbet we cacnot prevent the publication of such
srticles on prison corditions here =s the Minister might dutherize.
But we ore equally aware that, whatever the law might be, the

taking of cur photographs by the gress for publicution urposes or
otoerwlee without our coneent, constitutes an invasion of our privacy.
That privecy hus been bledantly violated by the very people who,
witnin the framework of the law, &re considered to be its guars=
diars. And, having Yioleted that privacy, the Deportment had the
temority to ssk us for permission to make us objects of public
sctuting.

1 ? %e stress tuat we cre not chattels of the Pricons Department. That

i,u;;'t. ##“ we bappen to be prisoners in no way detracte from the fact that we
are, nevertheless, South Africesn and Famibien citizens, antitled

© protection against any abuses by the Departmentt

Finally, we place on record that we cennot tolarate ﬁuderinitely any
treatuent we consider degrading end provocative cnd, should the
Minister continue to do so, we reserve to ourselves the rignt

to tuke such action us we deem appropriste,
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