
Getting Rid Of The 
Third Force 

The following are excerpts of taped interviews with Mr Cyril Ramaphosa and Mr San 
Motsuenyane published in AQuestion of Survival by Michel Atbeldas and Alan Fische* 
(Jonathan Ball Publishers). 

What are your views on disinvestment 
and sanctions? 

"Our position on thai is that with disinvest
ment we are able to immediately get rid of 
a third force in this country. As soon as for
eign companies come in here and begin 
investing, they become a third force. Lei us 
first examine this politically and then eco
nomically. On a 
political level, as 
soon as a foreign 
country invests in 
another country, 
you introduce a 
third force, in that 
the government 
of that country 
obviously has to 
give approval for 
that company to 
invest in another 
country. Now 
when it does give 
approval, that 
government, by 
proxy, immedi
ately starts hav
ing a vested inter
est in that coun
try. When it be
gins to have a 
vested interest in 
the international 
political arena, it 
starts looking all 
over the world to 
see where its 
companies have invested and where its citi
zens arc. And when a political blow-up 

occurs in a place where that country has in
vestments, it is not going (o remain neutral 
Lei's take a vciy good example. The Ameri
cans, for instance, invest in South Africa 
and they have billions of rands in this coun
try. The American government is aware 
that IBM and all the other companies have 
invested here. If, for instance, there was a 
revolution in this country, which would be 
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fought against the South African gover -
ment, the American government wood 
never remain neutral.They have to protect 
their interests, namely the assets of the 
companies which are American, Now it 11-
troduces thai third force and it becon*:s 
problematic, particularly for our counir> I 
have had conversation wilh people from I le 
Stale Department in the US, and the Ass s-

tant Secretary >f 
State, Chesi !f 
Crocker, sent vo 
far as to say: UV c 
will not sit by a.d 
watch o ir 
country's assets *o 
up in smoke wh n 
there is a revolution 
in this country, V e 
will be compel! d 
to protect those i ;-
vestments," No v 
thai causes a pro • 
lem for me* V ^ 
would rather pre! r 
disinvestment < i\ 
the political lev I 
because then tl ? 
third force is coi -
pletely eliminate :. 
We then start de; -
ing wilh the Sou n 
African gover -
ment on our ow <> 
knowing that the ~ 
is not going to -
another force into -
vening, purporti: g 

lo be protecting its assets,.," 
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