
we spt'nt many hours answering
t h",ir questions. The y stressed that
s" lutio ns tn t'~i sti ng probl t'ffi s in
South Africa had tn bt' I"und by
South Africdns thems.elvl'S although
they made no secret of thei r to tal
abhorrence o f apartheid a nd o ppo
s ition to its polic ie s . Clearly
perestro ika has to uc hed every as
pect o f th e Soviet Union includ ing
its foreign pol icy , As America dis
covered in Vietnam, '00 it would
appeal that the Soviet Union has
discovered in Afghanistan that re
gional disputes cannot be so lved
by the interve ntio n 01 the major
powers.

Amo ngst the acad t'mics th"re
was a real " ttempt to und"rstand
th., nature an d comple~ity of the
rac ia l and <-"(o no mic problems with 
in South Africa , Iwas ama Zt-d whe n
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They were hungry lor spec ific
informatio n about South Africa and
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THE t",k o f p..~u"d ing Whi tl'S to
"b"ndon "Il<l,th..id "nd to commit
th<-'ITI selves to " no n-rac ial democ
racy assumes Herculean p ropor
t io ns when seen ag"inst the back
ground o f persistent and far-reach
ing state p ropa ganda. A favourite
theme o f South African televisio n
and radio is the threat of Soviet
invasion if the presen t government's
policies are abandoned . The image
is conveyed that the Red army of
the Soviet Unio n is poised to in
vade South Africa and dest roy its
way of life, its economy, its churches
and in pernculer White South Afri
cans!

In IOASA's a t tem pt to persuade
Whites to move towards a democr,,
tic future. we are constantly faced
with Wh ite tear 01 co mmunism and
tIll' "So viet thr",,, t" , On the oth",r
hand, th.,,,e ,,'.. m"ny st" te m('flts
and a,ticl.,s from Sovi<-"- "c"demics
as wt>ll as Sovietologists from the
Unit<--dStates and Great B,itain and
t>lsewhe'''' whi ch refute th is alleged
tbreat . Therefo re whe n an mvita
tion ca rne to visit the Soviet Unio n,
it , t"t'mt'd wi,,,, to trav..1 tht'fe i1nd
to , .... for my,dl.

I"nny and I ' 11<'nt two w...·k$ in
th" Sovi.,t Unio n dur ing lu ly, visit
ing Moscow and leningrad with a
numtwl of visits to ou tlying areas ,
W,- talkt-d with po litic ians, adml
r nsteators. acade mics, leadi ng
members of th,' Russia n Orthodo x
c hurch and fOleign min im y off i
cia ls (a p,lrt from the ma ny hours
spent in discussion and debate, we
W('re fortuna te enough to attend a
ballet , a concert in tht' Kremlin,
io lkd ancing and singing in L,'ning
rad and the Moscow Circus ' ). Inso
far as Sovit't poli cy tow",ds Sout h
. ...1'1 Afric" i, CO"'''' rm-d, th. ,,,, " ..' 01 

.-d a e1,'ar co mmitm" nt to eIlCOU
' ''King mog"tiation rathN than vio
lence as a s" lut io n to th" confli ct
within the area, We W<.'fe speci fi
cally told that the SOViN Union 's
policy towards Southern Afnca was
that the region should not become
the th"atre fm compe tit ion be
\WI" '" th<' gr,'at ptlWt'<S of th<' United
Sta"'s and th,'Sovi"t Union , As far
a s AnK"la is conterm-d, they we ,,'
greatly t'l1cuurag<--d by th" d iscus
sions tak ing p lace between th"
Anl.'olans, the Cubans and tilt.' South
Alricam a nd were willing to oifer
any assistance to ensure that tht'
di"u"ion, 100 to g,'nuine m'go 
nanon towards th" withdrawdl of
Cuba and South Afnc a from Angold
a nd rhe implementation o f th,·-_.....__....._--

"



two of them greeted me in Afri 
kaans a~ I entered into discussions
with them ! I w~s particu larly im
pressed by the detailed knowledge
o f our situation di ~p'ayed by Pro
fes!>Of Appo ll in Davidson, whose
li br~ry on Southern Africa w~s ex
ten~ive, They were well awere of
the perception amongst many White
South Af ri c~n ~ of the so-called X>
viet threat and ernphastsed Ih ~t the
Soviet Unio n had no desire to be
co me embroiled in what wac5 es sen
ti~lIy a Southem Africarl problem,
Ag~in , however, they st ressed that
they would do arlythirlll they could
to encourage ge nuine nello tiat io rl
betwe.m leg i tim~te Bleck end White
leaders with irl South Afric~ ,

We were fascinated and even ex
cit ed by the m<KK;! 01 ""pedal io n
which seemed 10 run through the
Soviet Union socterv in terms of
Mikhail Cc rbac hev's teadershtp.
and the emphasis on perestroi k<!
and glastnost seemed to pervade
the atmo~phere. Eve rywhere WI'

we nt, people we re discu~si n g the
new comrnitrnent to lar-rl'~c h i ng

and fundamenta l economic and
political reform People queued up
from 5 am in o rder 10 secu re newS
papers whic h devoted e normous
sp~ce to the perestro ik<! debate The
Sovil't Union citizl'ns ~ re fortunate
in h~ving Corb~chev, who has the
power to turn h~c k the havoc and
repression brought about und.... the
Stalin era a nd to unlock the vest re
sources, both human ~ nd mate rial,
for the good of a ll.

We have many people in opoost
t ion in South Africa who regularly
over the veers have spelr OUI a
co urse o f action which, if ado pted ,
co uld bring srabuuv, secunw and
peace in South Africa Tr~gi c~lIy,

the pt.'Opll' in chargl' who have the
power and therefore the rnmettve
Seem to l ~ck both the will a nd the
desire to resolve o ur own intemal
cnsts. One thing rs d ear though 
as deve lopments take place wilhin
Southern Africa the fig leal of the
Soviet threat i ~ go iJlg to be snatched
away from the South African IlUverJl
ment. and they will have to resort
to a different prog.a mme o l propa
ganda in their attempts 10 confine
South At ncan Whites wit hin the
apartheid laager.

IDASA will continue to try and
expo~e pro paganda whe .ever it
exists and to help all South Africans
to be informffi !oO that l'nlightened
decisions can be taken about our
fu ture ,

South African
Students'

Perceptions
Changed in
Zimbabwe

STE VE FOUR IE
'W HAT do a Nusas he~d oll ice stalf
member and the son o f Professor
Carel Bo~hoff. u lt ra-eo nse rvative
lead.... of the Atrikarle. vcrkswaa.
have In commonr" asks Robert
Ho uwing o f the Weekend Argus
Dries van Heerden of the Sunday
T;me~ begins: "He spoke of ANC
members in Harare a nd found u a
'stimulating eepetence'. He sew the
Biko movie , Cry f reedom. ~nd en
joyed it,"

These aee theooeofng p~r~graphs
0 1 just two of a number of news
p~per articles which have appeared
in South Alrican new~p~pefS since
the v i ~ it to Zimbabwe o f a diverse
Ilroup of sixteen studen ts. drawn
from the univpr~i ties of Pretoria .
RAU, frL'e Slate, Stetlenbosch and
Port Eli zabeth, The trip w~s faci
litated by IDASA in association with
the Zimbabwe-based Cold Comfort
farm I rusr duri llg july this year,

Although ",-~per articles have
naturally focussed o n two aspects,
the presence o f C~ rel Boshoff and
the informa l lalks with student
membL>fs of the ANC the ~tuden ts'

most commo Jl ly expressed high
light of the trip was their experience

Neil Shaw (.ight) in conv...... ' ;on
with Zimba bwean ~ ' udent~

of life at the Zimbabwe University,
The programme had been planned
around a nu mber of visih to the
campus of the Un iversity of Zim
babwe to afford the South Afr ican ~

the opportunity of i nt er~cting w ith

th e students and teachers, The very
gracjous welco me of the Ch~irman
and Comminee of the Students'
Union set the stage for the vlgo
rou~ friendlydebate which sneected
o ver the next two days,

It wes du.ing th e dtscusstoes at
the univers ilV that the SA students
met thei r ccropemots. members o f
the ANC studying at the university_
Although the relationship was a
li tt le stand-offish to begiJl with, it
had deve loped into awerm. friend
ly one by the end of the week 
evidence again of the possibil ity of
our finding each other in d iscus
ston rather t han de~troy inll each
ome- through conflict.

Also Included irl the busv rtin e
r~ry were meet ings with ~ number
of people o n Ii'll" subject of the de
stabilisation 01the f rcn tline States,
thei r development and the "Zim
babwe experiment " (the govern
ment's reconciliation programme).
For a number of the students ~n

other h ighlight of the tr ip was a
visit to an Afrikaans farmirlg com
munity.

Studen ts' comments OJl Iheir trip
include the tollcwing:
o "Zimba bwe i ~ ~ I ~nd where dem
oc ratic to lerance has become a
realttv. We heard lecturers and stu
dents at the Ulliveoi ty of Zimbab
we criticise the MUllabe govern
ment openly, and stayed with Atri
kaaJls families inthe rural areas who
did the same from a fa irly racist
perspl'Ctive ,"
o 'W hen Lllstened to Zimbabwean
students ta lking ~bou t th eir na
t io llal strullille I could not fault
them o n ~nyth i n g. It is just a pity
that they do nol show the same
unde rstandin g for the Afrikaner's
q uest for liberty,"
o"Ek voel llemot ivL'<->fd om die myd
vir d ie to tsta nd kormng va n 'n
demokra~ie voort te sit ,
o "te n nunsee SO% van die dinge
w~t ek oor RSA in Z imh~bwe ge
hcxn het was vir my totaal nuut en
het bt-shs 'n kwalifiseeeede iJlvloed
op my pol itieke me ning aan llaandl'
RSA ge had,"
• "Ons het ~Imal ~ storie Ilehoor.
Die boer wat swaarder kry, maar
tog erken dat hy na g d ie lewe geniL'1
en d inkdat MUllabe 'n goete. lntelh
gen re le ier is,"
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