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How will we learn tolerance?
IN eighl monlhs' time, South Africa will

hold ilS fi rs l d~mocralic election.
Hown'u , the eledion will be demo

cralic in name only, unless lhe competiti....
spir it belween poli ti cal op ponenls is
temp~red by nO lions of tolerance and
inclusivily

In a soci~ly in which debal~ and criti
cism have been stifled for almosl half a
century and 0pp(>j;ilion crushed by those
who made the laws, how does one suddenly
promote lolerance?

To many lhe med ia, abl~ to ace""" vast
audiences, might seem an obvious option .
Bul whal is lhe ......ponsibHily of radio, TV,
newspapers and magazine' Should they fos
ler certain valut'S and lraditions or should
fuey simply l'l'tlect evenls? Can publiC NU
calion and in/orma lion do anything aboul
the alarming lev...b 0/ violence and political
inlol~ran"" in South Africa today? Certain
f"<'dia lheorist< would a,!,:,," lhalthe mt'dia

Journalists an d editors are of milled
op inion as to the role 01the med ia In the
transit ion process. But if the media csn
not help promote peace and toleranca In
South Alrlca, who can?

BySUEVALENTIN E

do not «-11 prople whal to think,!:rut lhey are
highly influential in tdling people what to
thin k about.

A l'l'Cf'nt ronf""""" held in Somerset West
and co-hosled by ldasa , the InslHule for
Multi -Par ly v...mocracy and, for the first
ti me e ver in Sou th Afri ca, lh Un ited
Nations Sp~cia l Comm i ll~~ Again st
Aparthl'id. brought tog>'!her som~ 80 d~l....
galt'S to grapple wilh some 0/ lh..... issu....

Delegales to lhe "Symposium on Polilical
Tolerance in South Africa, Role 0/ opinion
mak..... and lhe media" included an impres-

sive line-up, although sadly absent w",",

the political opin ion-makers Irom the
multi-party negotiations at Kempton rar\;;.

The 0l"""ing .....ion was addreso;al by
the chairperson 01 the Spt'rial Comminee,
Pro/Ibrahim Gambari (also the Nigerian
ambassador to the United Natioll5), chil'f
of the UN Observer M i~ sion to South
Africa, Ms Angela King. as well as Dr

Oscar Ohlomo Irom MPD and Ida•• ' s Dr
Ale~ Bornine. Also pre;ent w..... the Nitor>;
of tile SuniLly Times. Tht Star, Sund.iy Trim.1U',
Vry<' Wftiblad, Di! Suid IIfriwn and Sawlh,
along wilh senior staff from most of the
country's new'P"f"'TS. Capital Radio, Radio
Bopand SAil( radio and TV.

The backdrop to the discussion. was su rlc
IIw prffious wl.'<ekend had wilnt'SSt'd tile 51
James Church massaCre and during the
COll/'<;e of the conlc~, carnage continued
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Editors know il .1 1.
tfwy'Yf -.. it..n. n..,
hold fonh .bout P""'"
hwdom, but whilt they
.....lly IHIII commi"""
to iI the "PJ'ff""ivfu
dom they wWld in tIwir
~; tht "-!om
to Ifs isl . t . 11 cosl an
n pond<'d vis ion of Ihe
modil " ",le in society.

N.....popen "-'f"KI the
newl Ind comment
lhnoon. Any suggestion
tNl thry could in .oddi
lion. indiYidually or wi
l«tively. delibfr. t.. ly
emNrk on oth.. r pro
j«Il - lik.. Ihe dnno-
cntio: _ in Ihi'I coun

try. fo r eumple - i, to m. ke them
IIiInd.miIidmo to • 0;;1..... (i e. othn- lIwl thf
<'dilor ' . <'gO. of courw). II musl t... lill1f 10
,eriou,ly f'tend the debille to how the
modi.! can actively u.e tIwir ..........1U'I 1odeal
with probl""" in s<>ciety - wilhou t compro
mising on ........ ent.n.and ~",,,,,, li!ilic prin·
ciples.

Tht diffmonce betw...... Willem de KIerl<
.md K", Owen (who donn·l ....m .... tht
rwd for....". fduealilJa in hi'I """"'i"iIptt"l
probaobly ts lhil t De Klfrk• • 100. form~
domillO'f,1L.u _ t.~ of whill it
....... 10 l>ob>g 10 md intilniltriy in~
with.~diWv~ (Oll'ImUrIity
... \itIodI:o". Whtn you"'".~ trJoI
lik. "'""POP"'" in your lYnd••nd your
people i1ne hungry lor lftowlfdgt , thre.al

'"""" by dtlllrUCti.w pra~ llI" in deop<'rate
r-.l 01 tduc.ation _ you u.... il. Thar. wllal
Afrikun. publicalions like Di. Hoi'8m",,'
and othe... did very SUCCf'SIlfully in the '60s
UId ?IJo, how"" misdirtctfd many ol thrir
HIm. might 1Ia hem.

Alas. . t Ihe~il lookN as ifjDur-
JWisls _ COII<ft1IC'd with proving thoot
thry not~baNtingthe high

Iewlo 01 politk:al ;"to/Itfilft('f ill our-wty.

MEDIA &TOLERANCE

PIIOFDC KUliK: Wr_ ,.,..lIwomi.

~ tNt Crt KJeri ohouId ....... lx>thoT to
suggf5t solndhing ~ d.ft ~ y<1 ....othe1
code ..!lfn the f'i 'ting preu code ... ,
.~y iI mi.w.k.

Dt Klerk listnled in ' ilt'1\Cl1 .' the other
OIditor. and journal isl, confirmod thf n...ed
fur politic.1 NUo;;lti"n and """"ocipoliun in
our 1IOCifty, }'fI failed convincingly to "plain
why Ihf 1I><'d;' , hould or coukll'lOt ",",y a
_ o>ctM r'* in thi$1\'giIId.

\\If hwd .bout thf .w.gm of imposing
I'I>k "" thf~ ...... the -. could not
bf !.oilorl!'d 10 promole loJ~iIl'U ur sui l
democr. tk: pr.cbolo; how.U ~POl'f"

~ ...... r;gbI wing_shmt _in
...y "",I . 1.......,. plHdlng for 101fr.~
(~y in the pul.y ""'" 01 thrir fdil&
rWr. rNd by 10 pem'fII 01 .-,im); .nd how
odilon inlt'nd being SO'I\Sibif during lIMo elec
tion.. 'f!Il'no w..., suggt'MioM Ih.ol the I<'ach
ing of polilical values was tM d"main of the
politician. ; some we ... not even .u"-' lhal
~P""" could or should plooy . n ed_
lionalr'* in tht community.

1lIm' w.. no dirl'<1 support b V. Klert;'.

f"UP"Ial, aJthough moot of the omior bIrl
jDumolists rr-nt . gTffd llYl -.wthing
.-d. doing . net would be donor by tMU......"'"Or>f INn l<Jr tht imtitulilJa of ""ituWp.

I- -
No new role .....--.,..

for the press

PROF WIIIoom M nn bad ... mySYm

pithy whrn .... SbXld vinulolly .......
~ lor. ~_1l'Wd.Yam

poipI lo .....aJt1> domocr.1ioc ..<11,," in~
lII/I up 10~ riKtion.. StodI • Cl1lIpolign. tat
!lorlin n . cou ld "mu ll the dirt..",,,,,,
;bot....." night~ day fur South Atm-,

0.. KI...-k. form..... edito r 0/ 1U"".m and
;rom1Illy . communications .ud""iI:. ....id
the 11'I...1;. could foster polili" ltoler.nce
through. voluntary code of Olndu<i on han
id ling ... pl",,;.... news during thO' d ..: tion.
Edito.. could . Iso ....arh con...nou. on.
Jr'lM'WOI"k of d<"ll'lOrnltic ...1,," and~

y "'f"N 1 1~ in their public.tions. He
suq:nto<l five n lu...: Ifftdom 10 vot..;
~ II-. htEdoin II> Ill' in 0I'f0Ii
tiDD; ... inl1Jniohtioft and no • ioIo:,," , and

l-o~~Wftomon ......tt..
-U aU the lnL'dia ...,...._ it, it if hound 10

haw impoct.- wid n. 1Gfd.
Thr ....porI... 10 0.. JOnk', IU~tioN,

porbcu~r1y from the print uwdil. was~
'~. This ..... in 'Pi'" 0/ strong ....t""""'ts

/romNGO dPleg.>tl'S abou t tho u'lI"" l ll<'E'd 
and indm:l d...l.... - 00 til<' groond for inlor·
IIIiItion about drmocralic val""".

S• ..t.y 11""", ""ilor Ken Owm. mq"""'Uy
~ d idn't w.tsk . ny iiIIII' to protest
tNt it impbn~ip .nd propog.>nok
Ho- <:fl<lw the NJ1UWe5I~ inlftprN
lionof the propowl UId YirtwlIy lYulrd V.
KIm. _ the cu.lo. Tht two of thnn. Owm
kIId Crt Kltd. hood l'tt'<'ft lNNgO'd to wurk
IDpjotIlfI' ill lilt P""t ., I!ditors. H. we pn-

CIon ne_pape" promote polil ic:.'
ioletence ? Do they have 10 ? Well,
theY're definitely not kill.... ' RONEL
SCHEFFER writes from the recent
Somerl el Welt co nl.re nce on
pol iliell l toIerl nee.

•

and ""It,," as 10 the f'Ole of the media. il
S<!fmfd Ihrrr .... general COft$fI'l$U$ on ctf·

l. in ite m. - albl' il ",me whu t.dt .
lrrespl'(liw of thr .........alions ~prtSIl4.'d by
cer tain edilors, Berger included , Ihei r
lleWsf'o'f'l'l'$ run rep>lar columns on ""uca
lioI'l for democroq.

!iimpliotic reportinf; which implied -If'd
~. or which .......tiorIoIiofd outl;-.un;r$ 01
r iolen« ..~ not in .nyo~·1 interft .
~~. joumoli$1J ...... ulJ"" 10 und -

siand . nd " p lain ....mts in contf'l. The
-..hy" l'ftded to be reintnxlocfd iIllo .......
.tId CIIlm1t affairs reporting.

The language and idiom in which n..w.
wu r..porl l'<l wa s niUc.Uy important 
unln. nelde..., viewe" or listen..... welf
..ctd~ In IInguilges and concf'J'l5 which
We rt f.m ili ilr 10 them, mlNli. m......gn
would not ..m people.

Tht SABC, ... publ:i< .... ""'.liLu W1lII .
DiCli"'1""'r "" radio .and "'In ...... w.. Sn-

gird out .. bNring • particuW~
ity 10 Clrry pf'Ogra mming which neliably
info rmed .nd t d uc. ted il l luditnCe!.
BeciI..... of ill history and lack of O'I'dibility,
the SABC .... ulJfd 10 involve IS many
nrganisation. (which ha"e Ihe I ppropriale
~pertiJf Ind re5OUfCfI) is pouible in tht
f"O'C"' 01 VOIfr ""uution UId information
in the nm-up to rI«tim <My in April.

SoooV""'Is w....



MEDIA &TOLERANCE -
Press must tell the whole story

By SUE VALENTIN E

The urgent need for jouma~sm to.,.l.\>.
lish. standard of can>ful, ~xpla""lory
.....porting _ both now and aftOT the

elections _ was emphasised by Iormer RAnd
Doily MId editor and director of the Institute
for the Advancement of /oumaUsrn, Amsler
Sparks.

Unless tM'" was ,.",lul, rontextuali"""
roveras<' of events ;n South Africa, simplistic
and even dangerous interp",talions we",
likely to p<'rsi,t Of emerge well into the
future.

Sparks Solid the demand for ·ventriloquist
journalism" would contin ue, but that
"'port." should be enrouTage<! to brea k
away from "'l'isodic. swnographk" .....pon
ing.

He wamro that in il!l prrsenl stale. S.'uth
African journalism was not well placed
to provide sensitive. in-depth reporting.
He said it .....mOO thai the stock headlines
used 10 d<.>scribe lhe rompl"" f'l"'C"S" of the
negotiations process at 1M World Trade

Centre we ,e, "breakdown" or "brea k
through", Such · shortha nd" headlines
served no purpose. R"f'Orting and h",dline
writing lI<'<'ded to be crealive and pumalisls
should be loogh on aU the isslK'S. This. how
ever, did nol mean lhal slori... should be
overdramatised.

Sparks also cri licised lhe structures 0/
ownership of ne',V1;papers in South Africa,
saying the markelplace was overtraded.
"The re aTe too many newspapers - si x
daili ... and 10 weekli ... in the PWV area ...

They.rt' not suffici<mlly diversified ... lllne
.... 100 many voi<'es coming out of lhe "rne
two st.bl.. (the Argus rompany and Tunn
Media Limitrd)."

Too llliUly nt'WSpapen; w.... lrying to su, ·
vive off lhe sa"", small advertising revenue
base wbich 1rd 10 limiit'd.f'lCE' being . vail_
able /or news. He ..id. for example, lhat in
lhe OIl" Times the... Wl'J(' only 30columru; 01
actu. l news space - h.lf of wh.t there
should be for e//ective reporting of the day's-The same competition lor advertising ...v_
enue 1rd to newspaper.; ........lionalising . nd
"hyping" lhe news - lhe exact opposile of
whal was lI<'<'ded in order to promote lhor_
ough. in-depth understanding of the news 01
lheday.

The p....occupation among newspapet<
with "lhe bottom line" meant thai newspa.
per slaffs were 100 small and journalists
workrd under ........, C\lI'L,trainrs: !hey were
underpaid causing. juniorisation of the pro
f<'SSion and lbe st.ffing of newspapers by

i"""perienced "l"" Ie,s.

R.... . l Sdooff.. to pmdu<tion o:o-n<din. "" in
[d... •• ",«I;. d.p.rtm<n~

ub/lnl,"nd" in King Williams Town thai
newspapers .hould exercise some restra inl
on "unheallhy competition" during the run

up to elections """"'-'<Ito fan on deal ears.
"Every newspaper is the... to make money.

bul if we have. common oblig.lion to serve
lhe prople of our counlry, ii's
lime we worked h.nd in hane!.
You lhink I mighl just be sa y
ing lhis bee.u""l come from a
small p'per, bull ~.vea big
daddy (/",,,, i. owned by Per
skor), If weean just hold hands
for nine month.lhen people
mighl s.y thai the media
helped to teach lhem about
polilic.llolcr.nce,"

While not .grering to a Mfi
nite role lor the p..... in pro
moting tolerance, lhere w. s
consensus lh.t voler educ>lion
was nceded a nd lh.t most
new.papers would probably
m.ke acontribulion.

Gener.lly. il w.s felt that
newspaP"'" could do muc~ to

improve the w.y in which lhey reflect lhe
news, Karen Stander urged edilors to l.ke
the debate .round this iS6ue into lheir news
rooms in • democralic lashion.

go ahead and do it" said King, adding "it is
our collective ~f'O"'ibility 10 Instil resonsi
bilily"

De KJerk bier conceded lhat a code to fur.
lher tolerance was not a neces>ity. Whal was
importanl w. s lh.t newspapers must be

....-......

willing to folk,w an educati<>nal programme
on the valu... that a'" relevant 10 lhe com
munilies lhey serve. "We must pl.nl the
seed: he said.

An appeal by Eric Q>lbaza, editor of lhe
old...t black nt'WSpaper in lhe counlry, Imoo

FROM THE FLOOR:lolly Kolloprn (m Y'" fo r H",,",n Righr. J"nd Eric
Apt'lgrm IMPDJ.
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The Iogk is simple: if you didn'l cause il. you
need not do anything about it Said South
Alric.n Union of lournalists
organiser, K.ren Slander:
"When you impose ....ponsibil·
ily for politicallol",an"" on lhe
media, you arealso blaming il
for intolerance."

Two foreign observers 
Angela King of lhe UN
o!>server mission and Michel
Amar of a Canadian educa
lionallrust - ""pressed Imstr.·
lion with lhe apparenl rduc·
lanee of joumalisls to commil
lhemselv... 10 playing a role in
promoting lolerance,

Amar said lh.... was no con·
lradiction belween press f.....
dom .nd adopting guidelin..
on democralic v.lues,
lou rn. lis l. could inlernalise
lh..... and decide how lhey would give edit<>
rial ""f'I't'S"ion 10such values

King ..id some comments indicated that
many 01 those f"'""<"'t completely u¥.....ti
mated lhe power of lhe media. "lUther than
saying can we do lhis or lhat, we should just

No new role
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