
(ommenl

Ordinary people
hold the key <y

No EXHAUSTlYE~ ... ..-IN 10 iD_~ ~

~ whichM. gripped IlIoIny South Africa.... From
tIv .....i.t"''''01 E.sI Rand lOWnOhips 10 thrrriali\l'l'ly

tr;Inqui\ whi~ suburb!, 11'11' mood ..~. From the growing
lil""'" of the U/lt"Jnploy\'d. 10 the- struggling busi.......... on the
tmnl ol bonkruplcy. tho.- prevailing altitude is orw of w.r and
ofgrowing desp"ulion,

It is tl'll' daily struggw for . urvival - noIlho:- Iarg.... questions
of political lra nsili(lll - which C'OJ\CffIlS mosl South Alricans.
Yet tIv two 1 11' inl.».lrir.ably joined. I\>rha.ps llllol .. why t),.,.. is
• pr1"\'.i1ing virw that political JNd..n ha", bot their way w
appilrently 1IloV'f no dNr assu",nc... for It.<- who grow """""
IroubIrd PWrY dly.

Ordirwy South AfrDns look in v~ for IlWflW _ of
lUlU... who '11' prt"poIml 10 wi .... Iivii' "'now political
ambilitw.. in ordtor 10 otffl' a hopttuJ~ 10 tIv rr
pUn _ lily. II 1I.oJ"""", .. illNckn ...."' Nwn O! PrI9Jlit'5
...... IIwNrldropfli~lKdmYndL

Nol _
Alhough. tIw ...ot>lt>.I", factng INd<Ts It~ IPwl. 01 ooOoty
aft' compln. .and ~if\' inll.'nsiV'f and f.u-rwdIing ooluliom.

ordiNry~ """' tIv right to nJWd oorrll'thi"ll bettl'r from
!heir lNders than they . '" getting, T1wy al\' not bring~
..lNbIoe when they d........nd thai the s«urity fDttn <kat~
lively with IN- who murder and plund.... wilhoul ll.1 or hin
d,an"". Is it inevi table that the dail y body-«lunl continues
unab.1 tt'd? Who an' the feceless people who go into hou5<'S and
' !n·,>tuoo kill and d<.>stroy?

Clrdin.uy Soulh Afric.t115 .'" not bring simplistic when thty
"pl'l'!i!l~t ,1 ee _wing 01 ewnb M !he \'obrid
Tr. Cmtn.-.0.... dooy ifs, bmilihrough.!he _ it·s , brl'.>k
down. Thrir ronfusil'In M !he mJdi.- 01 ky~ and par
~ to ,bmdon tIw ~tion ....'*' in oN" to k'I'W tIwir
own t«tioNI inlalf'ilb ill~.

Ord inuy Soulh Atric.lm,~ M Yst PJWins ,ngry,t tIw
P........t 01 tIwir ",Iu~ being hrid~ by~I'PY
thup 011 llw In Irit ,nd lhe 1M light 01 llw~m. Tlwy
h.avt' , right to ~ incrru ingly imp.olimt ,1 the w'y Prier
~ 011 ttw llIW hmd, and T""BLtndw UId V-1I~ on llw
Oilln-. U$(' inC'iting Longuooge..not ,~ l/won , llowed to justify
their ....,u.- outbunts,nd calls lO,rmo 011 ....boNl~

loss oI lalth
N~mhel.,;s, , llhough the d....pa ir. I...." nd ..... 01 failh in
polioo.l lt'aIlm is undentand. bl", it is not "nuUl\h tu I"ave it
lhere, Amongst lhe politicalleaders an: lhu5e who shan' the
concems "Ill lhe d""pair of t"'- whom lhey !II...k 10"l""""""1.
How......... they. (If\ lheir own. cannot n-ooIVI' lhe crisis .

Sou lh Afric, n. c, nnot ,11ord 10 entrusl their futu .... 10 a
handful 01~ who a... Lugdy impotent In ttw I~ ol viol
~ a nd un......wnablmess. Ordi,..,TY Soulh Atric.I... haVl'
theIlwlow to ...u.. ttw lime 01 (rim.not Irlonsform it into an

opponunity for CR'aiM and hopeful endeIvour.
To dot-e 10 ee hopeful is not 10 underestima ~ ttw gnvity 01

the lilTll'5 in whidl "",iiVI'. South Afric.o is perilously ex- to

IhI! n:lg". To be nNti"" in a ti"'" 01 negativity i. not mere
whi'lling in the darl<. a kind 01 wistful "II', not all that bad- . Of

1'm ... ... Ihings an' going 10 gt"l bett...... attilude, It is a beliefin
Ille triumph of lhe human spiril ovt'I' a<!1I\"n;ity,

This dl'\'P and abiding belief in Ihe human spirit is not ba..d
on ITI<'I\' """lill\l'l1t, but rather on an under.;tanding 01 history;
a rerognilion and an awan'''''' ' lhat individuals and J'<'OPle in
e'VI'f)' g........anon and in ~ny situation ha ve~ 10 be
p;>ralysN by""""IS- It is not a polSOi.... attitude and alNving it
dto""""","" eb<o. 1t is to aaeplthallOOthing remains lIOMd
in life - DUI of Ndl ¥1ctory and driNt t'OIJW new~
and new "f'1'MUtIibes.

To~ 10 bebeve in posaa and ju!Irice does not 10.<1 'Ny
ca ll fOT gra nd , d rama tic gntu,," bu t it don ""'," 'lui"
couragt' and a detmNNtion that the fon:e of division.llw
"""" of mindiel5 ....1Ce will not ha.... tht~ word.

II alto lMUIf no ....,.un 01 OW" oitial fao:ukies. but , will
inS-10go beyond critiriIm to CftlilliVl' action.

Om>ocracy is notonly a political.ystem.lt also """"'Ill hav
ing conlrol 0 "'-"" "",,'s life. If South Alric~ it to sucreoed in the
utremely di fficul t las k of coming through a transition lrom
aUlhorila rianism, e~cl usi~en.... and intuslict. 10 demUCTacy
and "'lUil opportunity, il willlak" lhe efforts ofall. Not only ee
kchnical up"rts. Ill<- polilical parties. and lhe blIsinesli commu
nily, but ordina ry Soulh African. must contTibutt in their (Iwn
neighbou rhoods and workplacn ; must contact and interact
wilht~ from whom they haVl'been .......ated for "" long.

""""".
Dtnoocracy abo _ Ill II'lOl'f than bUrning the .......pen and
the media for ee coolinuaJ litany of bad -... II is 10 I\'CO&"
nioe that tht oituaIDI is bad. is .......... .not 10 try to do .........
lhIng about it.

It alto lMUIf II'lOl'f than Il'Itft individuaJ «tioN. although
u- ... importanl It ...-.. a lEWlPutitoct of llw ..... of civil
liOCiiety - ("' ..... ,...:1 '""' and womm pining hands 10 make a
di/fuuItt.

nw... arI' any number of orga......bont who ..... "buoting a
gur 10counll'f the IOI'C'tI 01 violoncr.someollhrm in the field of
voll'f education. others in morulonTlg.and many othet's In """n
and Lorge waY" reaching out to I~ k'S8 fortunal" than them
""I ~es, Thm' an' others still who spend endl"'" hours ana lysing
and a""""",ing in an atll'mpllo k",'P political leaden hOJll..I ••
lhey make Ihl'ir own efforts 10 fashion a new Soulh Ahica,

The anlidu~ /or gloom ,nd despa ir is 10 work CTl'ali~"l y

loward. peace and justice.
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