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DURING November IDASA 
celebrated its first year of 
existence following the 

opening of our first office in Port 
Elizabeth during November 1986. 

Expansion and the implementa
tion of our infrastructure during 
1987 saw IDASA establish a pres
ence in East London, Cape Town, 
Johannesburg arid Pretoria. Many 
of the projects conducted during 
1987 were run without any pre
vious experience due to the fact 
that IDASA was in the process of 
breaking new ground through the 
use of unique methods and strate
gies which had been untested in 
the search for a non-racial democ
racy in South Africa. 

A year of learning through the 
process of trial and error has led to 
IDASA firmly establishing its 
priorities in relation to the goals as 
originally set out by the institute. 
The 13-16th November saw IDASA 
hold the first of its annual Forward 
Planning workshops at which all 
regional offices put forward their 
proposals and projects for 1988. 
The workshop exposed a mood of 

THIS course will focus on 
democracy in a post-apartheid 
South Africa. The aim will be 

to look beyond "democracy" as a 
facile slogan and to identify the 
realistic challenges facing a demo
cratic alternative for South Africa. 
Starting with a critical analysis of 
the contemporary South African 
society and political system, it will 
go on to raise such questions as: 
What does democracy mean in a 
contemporary industrial society? 
And what can it offer to those look
ing for popular government and 
social justice? The series will con
clude with a statement of a demo
cratic alternative and how this 
might be achieved. 

Lecture titles: 

1. Towards a democratic South 
Africa: Ideological mystifica
tion or realistic challenge? 

Professor A du Toit 
2. South Africa: Contrasts and 

contradictions. 
Dr A Boraine 

3. Industrialisation, markets and 
the democratic alternative. 

Dr W James 
4. Socialism and the democratic 

alternative for South Africa. 
Prof D Davis 

5. Towards a democracy in South 
Africa: A vision for the future. 

Dr van Zyl Slabber/ 

NATIONAL COORDINATOR 
REFLECTS ON IDASA'S FIRST YEAR 

OF LIFE 

intense motivation by all of those 
present to continue with the 
challenges that lay ahead despite 
the criticisms which may be 
levelled at IDASA and its employ-

CO-ORDINATED BY 
DR ALEX BORAINE 
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Dr Alex Boraine is currently 
Executive Director of the Institute 
for a Democratic Alternative for 
South Africa as well as a consultant 
to a number of signatory com
panies of the Sullivan Code operat
ing in South Africa. 

Associate Professor Dennis Davis 
teaches in the Faculty of Law at 
UCT. He is the author of numerous 
articles on sociology of law and 
jurisprudence. He has also taught 
at the University of Cambridgeand 

ees for the stand which they have 
taken against apartheid and all 
forms of exploitation. 

The workshop showed that a 
pattern has emerged with regards 
to the regional programmes and 
the administration thereof. The 
pattern and structure which was 
planned and which has now em
erged will permit a greater deal of 
co-ordination within IDASA. The 
year 1988 has been earmarked as 
the year to consolidate and co
ordinate our existing offices with 
expansion likely to take place 
through the opening of offices in 
Natal as soon as the groundwork 
and consultation has been firmly 
established in that region. 

Besides the numerous regional 
projects which have been planned 
for 1988 the national office will be 
facilitating severl major confer
ences and seminars. The confer
ences and seminars will be adver
tised through Democracy in 
Action and the press. 

Wayne Mitchell 
National Co-ordinator 

has delivered several notable extra
mural courses at UCT. 

Professor Andre du Toit teaches 
in the Department of Political 
Studies at UCT. He studied at Stel-
lenbosch University and at the 
University of Leyden, where he 
was subsequently a visiting lectur
er. He has also been a visiting pro
fessor at Yale University and in 
addition to his academic publica
tions, he has written political com
mentaries for both the English and 
Afrikaans press. 

Dr Wilmot James teaches in the 
Department of Sociology at UCT. 
His current research is on the poli
tical economy of gold mining and 
he recently published a book en
titled State of Apartheid. 

Dr van Zyl Slabbert is currently 
Director of Research and Planning 
for the Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative for South Africa as well 
as a political consultant to a 
number of companies operating in 
South Africa. 

Course fee: R16.00; Individual 
lectures: R4.00. 

To register for this course, please 
obtain a registration form from: 
Dept. of Adult Education and 
Extra-Mural Studies, University of 
Cape Town, Private Bag, Ronde-
bosch 7700. Enquiries: Telephone 
(021)650-2888. 


