
Update en steps being taken towards
MDnde Mtanga's release

NOll-Racialism vs
Multi-Racialism

IDASA public debate
in Port Elizabeth

MAXWEll MAMASE

ROB Midgley of the Law fac ulty at
Rhodes University addressed this
gathertng o n tg Oceobe 1988 al the
IDASA offices in Port El i zabeth . He
nOlli'd that mu lti-racialism , by which
apar theid can be disguised . ha s
been e ntrenc hed by the tn-camera l
co nstitut ion . The Nationali st P,u ty,
en joying a majority status in the
House of Assembly, d omi nates the
venous houses of Parl iament even
thoullh these a ppear 10 have equal
power. The Presiden t's Council is a
fu rther built-in safeguard for the
interest of the Nationalist Party ,
control "n.d milnip ulil tion o f wh ich
is "polic Y"iuilrded" by entrt'nc hed
multi-rac ialism.

Multi-facialism embodies cosrre
tic concessions on the one hand
while bl-ing a manifestation of arro
ga nce o n the other . This is also true
of government at the third-tier level
where the empha!>i ~ ts ajotain on
jotroup~ d ivid ed on the basis of
"Re ne tic-enRi"",erioa-.

How,u d Varney. a Port Eli zabeth
lawyer, p rovided a "progressive '
cr itiq ue of multi-racia lism. He said
that divide-end....ule was the obiec t.
co ntrol o f power e nsu ring that the
"h a ves" are not challenged by the
·'ha ve.....ou". 13 ycareful desi gn con
trol falls into the ha nds of a few.
whi le ma inta ining a facad e of mu
tua l co-ooeranon and co-existence.
Inherently deceitful. multi ....aclal
ism has to try to hoodwink the
genera l pop ulation; those who at 
tempt to ex[>O~ the system a re
made to feel the heavy ha nd o f
re pre ssion . The key purpose 01
mu lti-racia lism rs thus obviouslv
cont rol of power,

Or Ian Phillips ol Nata l Unive~i ty

spoke 01 non-racial ism a nd demo
cracy as polit ica l terms which, like
socie t ies in general, don 't rema in
stat ic but develop over time . Demo
CraCy is a double-sided phenome
no n concerned on the o ne hand
with the change of sta te power and

o n the other with the restructuring
01 c ivil society . Democracy can
only be co nstruc ted through the
efforts a nd parncipanon 01 indivi
duals and commu nities at the grass
roots level. This, co up led with uni
versal idea s of human rights a nd
digni ty. will suffice to rect ily the
soc ial and poli tical injustices in
South Africa . Apartheid, racial dis
c rimination and inequality will
ha"", to ma ke Wa y for a non ....actal
democratic South Africa which it
sell must of necessity be fash ioned

KEITH J WATTRUS

SINCE the last issue of Democracy
in Action, IOASA's attorne ys have
soccesstc uv lodged an applica tio n
fo r leave to a ppeal aRai n~t the
judRe ment handed down on 26 Sep
tember 1988 in the Port Elizabeth
Supreme Court . In the prior judjote
ment pelmi~sion to a llow Mandl' .
along with the X>curity Policeme n
who had fi led o pposi njot affidavi ts.
to lead oral evidence was refused .

Leave to appeal aga inst tbts decl
~ion now having been gran ted .
urgent a pplica tion has been made
to have thl' appeal heard before the
end o f 1988. This appeal will be to a
lu ll bench of Ihe Eastern Cape Divi
sion of the Supreme Court. which
!>l'nch sits in Graham~town.

X m as

9 r ee lin'ls

The directo rs a nd staff
01 IDASA extend

complimenh of the
season to a ll the

readers o f
Democracy in Action,

with the wish that
19t\9 may brinR about

the dawn 01a true
democracy in
South Alrica

now a nd not afte r some magical
transference of power o raccording
to some conference-produced blue 
pr int .

The non....aclal no tion ma kes no
distinction in terms o f race , colour
o r c reed , all people being trea ted as
h uman beingsand equal in the eves
of the law. The process o f c reati ng
a democratic South Africa ls alreedv
becomi ng a reality in the town
ships, factories a nd schools but can
only proceed with the participation
of millions of Soulh Africans .

Shou ld we be successful in the
Appeal then the Court of Appea l
will d irect the Port El izabeth court
to refer the matter for ora levidence
to !>l' led so that Ihe Court might
hea r the evidence o f the par ties
prior to making a decision with
rega rd to the applkat ion lo r Mon
de 's release, We do not ant ic ipate
that the oral evide nce will be given
unt il Fe bruary 1969. eve n il the
Appea l is heard du nng the course
01this year.

Mandl' Mtanga , a reRional co
o rd ina tor in the East..,-n Ca pe office
of IDASA, has been detained with 
o ut t rial s incl' 10 Decem!>l'r 1967.
AI we e nter the Christm.as seillSOfl
we remember Monde and the many
who, like him, a re being held in
detention without trial , and pray
lor thei, spH'CIy release.

Mr M andl' Mtanga _ in de/eOlian
for iI YI'a, .


