
VIOLENCE 

Bring us the evidence 
In spite of repeated assurances that it will act against errant policeman, 

Cape Town residents are still waiting for the SAP to deliver on its promises. 

By Vincent Williams 

. . T 'here may be one or two police
men who are acting illegally, but 1 
give you my assurance that if 

they are caught, they will be prosecuted..." 
This is how the Minister of Law and 

Order, Mr Hemus Kriel, responded in a TV2 
programme when he was questioned about 
the alleged complicity of the security forces 
in violent attacks on township residents. In 
Cape Town where the so-called taxi-war has 
been raging for many months now, commu
nity attempts to expose alleged partial 
behaviour by policemen have not met with 
an efficient response by the police. 

In a memorandum to the Minister of Law 
and Order about various incidents of vio
lence in Khayelitsha, the ANC Women's 
League notes: 

"In a number of cases documented below, 
the police are implicated directly as active 
participants. In other cases the lack of inves
tigation or other action by the police creates 
grounds for believing that the security forces 
are indirectly supporting the forces responsi
ble tor these attacks." 

The memorandum cites the case of David 
Ngqeza, a civic activist who was woken up 
at 1.40am on August 15 when a stone and a 
petrol bomb were thrown through his win
dow. Outside his house were a number of 
men. including two whites and three special 
constables with shotguns. When Ngqeza 
attempted to step outside, he was fired 
upon, but managed to get away and hide. 
While hiding he heard his wife crying as she 
was being questioned by the men. He also 
heard a gunshot. After the men left, Ngqeza 
returned to his house where he found his 
wife lying on the ground, her stomach cov
ered in blood. She was taken to hospital 
where she later died. 

In a separate memorandum, the Cape 
Town based Urban Monitoring and Aware
ness Committee (UMAC) cites an extract 
from a swom affidavit in their possession: 

"At about lam (July 23) residents of M 
Section (in Khayelitsha) heard shots fired. 
The shots appeared to be coming from the 
guns of men who were shouting, "come out 
comrades, we're from Webta". Behind the 
black men were two white policemen stand
ing on the pillars of the vibracrete wall, 
wearing ordinary blue/grey uniforms. Dur
ing the attack a yellow and a blue van pulled 

up and all the attackers ran to it The van's 
number was BFC2I7B, A60. One of the resi
dents saw a tall white man with his bala
clava lifted up to his forehead, shooting. The 
attackers were responsible for burning many 
shacks by using petrol and some sort of a 
flaming projectile." 

The UMAC memorandum states: "The 
common denominator underscoring the evi
dence collected over the past months indi
cates that white men, often identified as 
policemen because of the uniform they were 
wearing, are implicated in the violence. 
Often the men wear balaclavas and seem to 
be the leaders of the raiding commandos. 
They speak in Afrikaans." 

On October 11 Ms Rachel Browne of 
UMAC handed an affidavit to Gen
eral Acker, the Western Cape Com

missioner of Police, concerning an incident 
during which a man, dressed in police uni
form, was hit in the face with a hammer and 
sustained severe injuries. An investigation 
conducted by Colonel Wessels of the CID 
generated a report which stated that police 
records contain no information of any mem
ber of the security forces injured in the man
ner described on the night in question. The 
implication of this report is that either the 
man in uniform was not a policeman or that 
it was a policeman who, realising that he 
was acting illegally, did not report the inci
dent. Alternatively, though one wants to 
accept the bona fides of the police investiga
tion, the police are not prepared to divulge 
information in which their members are 
implicated. 

Another incident noted in the UMAC 
memorandum concerns the release on bail of 
a positively identified suspect in the murder 
of Gladman Ngethu on September 12. When 
asked about mis, the investigating officer in 
charge, Captain van Braackel, responded by 
saying that if people have a home address 
and a place of work, the police do not gener
ally oppose bail. 

Of approximately 30 affidavits handed to 
the police concerning incidents of violence in 
which police personnel are implicated, only 
the one cited above has been reported back 
on. This is despite the fact that General 
Acker has ordered an investigation into the 
allegations contained in the affidavits. 
According to the police, investigations are 
still under way. 

In early October a Joint Forum, consisting 
of various independent service organisatk-.> 
as well as the ANC and the ANC Women's 
League, was established in Cape Town to 
srjedficalh/ address the issue of the police in 
relation to the ongoing violence. At a meet
ing between the Forum and a police team led 
by General Acker on October 11, a list of pro
posals was submitted to the police. 

The police accepted the right of com
plainants to receive regular reports, but did 
not accept the right of access to police 
records and joint investigations. They also 
agreed that all police personnel and vehicles 
should be clearly identifiable. Furthermore, 
they agreed to the establishment of an inde
pendent monitoring structure under the aus
pices of the City Council on condition that 
such a structure included the Lingilethu 
West Town Council and the mayor and town 
clerk of Khayelitsha. They, however, had 
reservations about granting such a structure 
the right to monitor police action. 

A proposal regarding the withdrawal of 
the Riot Squad was rejected as irresponsible 
because, according to the police, the Riot 
Squad was there to protect lives and prop
erty. They would, however, consider the 
removal of certain officers if circumstances 
warranted this. 

The response of the police to the Forum's 
proposals displays a marked ignorance or 
perhaps a refusal to acknowledge the 
urgency of the situation and the seriousness 
of the allegations against them. They argue 
that the right to joint investigations and the 
monitoring of police actions are granted to 
the Regional and Local Dispute Resolution 
Committees and the Police Reporting Officer 
which are to be established in the terms of 
the National Peace Accord. Until such time 
as these structures are established (which 
may be a long time indeed) the police will 
continue to do their own investigations into 
allegations against them. 

The police have to acknowledge that large 
sectors of the community do not believe that 
the perpetrators of violence will ever be 
brought to book, particularly given the sus
picions of police complicity. The lack of 
results emanating from police investigations 
so far serves only to increase this lack of 

faith. 
Vincent Williams is a regional co-ordinator in 

the Western Cape office of Idasa. 
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