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Umtata father grieves 
For some people October's SADF 
raid in Umtata is over and almost 

forgotten. But for those it struck so 
viciously, the anger and pain linger 

on, says ZOLA SONDLO. 

AGROUP of men armed with auto
matic rifles drive into Umtata under 
cover of night, their target a house in 

Northrest that allegedly harbours Apia "ter
rorists". 

They stop in Irani of the house, jump out ol 
their vehicle and boot down the door Guns 
fitted with silencers, the murderers purnp IS 
bullets into each of the five figures - not ter
rorists, but sleeping schoolchildren. 

The South African Defence Force has 
struck again* The spint of Ram bo lives on 

Hours later, a man arrives home from a 
business trip to find the bodies of his children 
lying in pools of blood. His !2*year-oId son 
has a bullet between his eyes- Carpets and 
clothes are soaked in blood. 

The shocked father goes lo his neighbours 
to spread the news. Soon a crowd gathers, 
murrnunng angry thoughts. Relatives weep 
and, glimpsing the torn bodies, a younj; man 
curses, "bloody Boere", 

At firsl greater Umtata seems calm, but as 
(he news spreads tension rises and anything 
could trigger violence That trigger proves to 
be the memorial service for the victims five 
days later 

On Wednesday, 13 October, as thousands 
leave the Independence Stadium after the 
memorial service, toyi-toying youths torm 

groups, their angry chants mounting as they 
move downtown. They stone cars belonging 
to whites and assault passengers* 

Recalling thai day, Liezl Baucher, who lias 
lived in Umtata for more than 20 years said: 
"I was driving along when I saw the mob* I 
thought I had nothing to fear because I've 
been living here for years. But then rocks 
started hitting my car 

"My car stalled and the crowd surrounded 
me, I was pulleii out and beaten. Some peo
ple pulled my hair and others stoned me/1 

She was saved by the arrival of police-
"I bear no grudges." said Baucher "1 

understand people's anger." 
Since the Umtata massacre, while business 

people are tense They signed a petition 
protesting against the raid and said they 
abhorred the actions of the South African 
government 

But they also abhorred the destruction uf 
their property by angry youths who smashed 
windows and looted businesses* 

When looting broke out, police were at first 
restrained and fired only warning shots* 
Looters would disperse, then regroup and the 
smashing and looting would being again* 

The police, one suspects, must have fell 
that had they taken drastic measures, they 
would have been accused of serving the "set
tler regime". Eventually teargas was fired and 
the Transkei Defence Force was deployed to 
disperse looters-

Yes. a measure of normality has returned to 
Umtata- But a lather still grieves for his chil
dren. 

/ol* Sonillo is * Iitcfance(oumaiiM based in 
the Tr-mskeL 

Covert 
Covert operations are "a necessary 
evi l" , it was asserted at an Idasa 
conference held in Pretoria recently, 
where security experts discussed 
the need to transform one of the 
ugliest aspects of the apartheid era. 
LOURENS ACKERMANN was there. 

IT'S A MURKY AREA, hidden, mistrusted. 
Its players are hated, disliked even by 
their own, tolerated by their master- only 

because they are necessary, their very exis
tence embodying the failure of politics. This 
is covert operations, subject of a November 
conference organised by Idasa at the Espada 
Ranch east of Pretoria. 

The conference addressed both the abuses 
of the past and the future role of covert oper
ations in a democratic South Africa. As a 
result the field covered was broad, embracing 
the ethics of covert operations, international 
perspectives, propaganda and more- Case 
studies were examined: Eric Mntonga, Chris 
Hani, Matthew Coniwtf ... the list goes on 
and on. a shameful reminder that the history 
of South Atrica. certainly of the last two 
decades, can be told through Ihe nanus ol 
assassinated leaders, 

Are covert operations necessary, especially 
in a democracy? Yes. There was little or no 
disagreement on this. Is it a sphere that can 
be controlled, made accountable? Yes, per
haps, and no - here there was a lot more dis
agreement. 

ANC security adviser and former 
Operation Vula agent Moe Shaik, comment
ing in his personal capacity on a question 
from the floor, described covert operations as 
"a necessary evil" over which "there must he 
control, and accountability". 

This remark provoked a shake of the head 
from General Hem du Toit, former chief ol 
Military Intelligence, who was sharing the 
floor with Shaik, Carel Boshoff junior 
(Afrikaner Vryheidstipting). Jan Munnik 
(Police Reporting Officer (or the Wits/Vaal 
region) and Sally Sealy (Independent Board 
of Inquiry into Informal Repression! for a 
panel discussion on policy fonuulation. 

"Covert operations are our efforts to influ
ence events in other countries. They are deni
able and unattributable This is the 
quintessential nature of these operations, and 
why they are done in secret Accountability is 
anathema. The very reason for secrecy is that 


