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planes and helicopters, It was still very diffi
cult to gel to Isolated area*. 

In Mornjinbala district, for example, 124 
polling stations- half of which wen? 
accessible only by helicopter - had to be 
supplied with personnel and materials from a 
base that was little more than a bare four-
roomed house with no electricity, phones or 
water. The head of this district CNE office was 
amazingly calm and cheerful, even when he 
was obliged to hitch rides with international 
observers in order to visit his stations during 
the voting days. 

At this office, tate in the last afternoon 
before the first day of the election, crowds of 
polling station officials were still waiting to be 
transported to their designated voting 
stations. ITie UN helicopter was five hours 
late and the whole operation appeared to be 
on the brink of collapse. 

But people worked through the night to 
overcome the obstacles and by seven o'clock 
the next morning most stations were up and 
running. All stations In the district were 
operational by the afternoon. 

Fears that the election might be under
mined by intimidation and fear proved 
groundless. Across the country voters 

demonstrated a quiet calm and great patienre. 
Few incidents of intimidation occurred and 
people generally kept to the "no campaign* 
frig* rule. In three days of election monitoring 
In Morrumbala district, observers witnessed 
only two instances of conflict. 

One involved a Renamo poster spotted by a 
Frelimo supporter within the 300-metre 
restricted area of a voting station. Officials 
were swiftly notified and the owner of the hut 
where the poster was hung removed the 
offending article with a chuckle. 

The other occurred at an isolated voting 
station In the hills, where Renamo support 
was strong, and the Frelimo district adminis
trator was infuriated by* people pointing out 
Renamo on the specimen ballot paper that 
was pinned to a tree. Although displaying a 
specimen paper at a voting station was 
mandatory - so as to allow voters to Inform 
themselves - the administrator demanded 
that it be torn down and police complied. 

The election was seldom a festive affair; 
only in Maputo was there any feeling of great 
enthusiasm. But people still came to vote, 
often queueing for hours in the sun. Some 
people travelled great distances to the station 
where they were registered. 

Under the gaze of CNE officials, who tended 
to be urban and educated, same rural voters 
did seem intimidated. Voter education was 
minimal and nervous voters were often 
uncertain about what to do. Old people and 
Women were sometimes shouted at by 
exasperated officials when they did not fold 
their ballot papers properly, or because they 
were confused or wandered out of the station 
clutching their ballot papers. 

Women were generally more nervous than 
men. At most voting stations men queued 
separately from women and, although these 
queues were meant to be treated equally, the 
men tended to be allowed to vote first-

It is doubtful that the election could have 
occurred without the massive assistance of tht 
UN* Nevertheless, much of the credit for its 
success belongs to CNE official* and the voters 
themselves. They had to work closely 
together bureaucrats and locals, party agents 
from rival parties, the educated and the 
illiterate, and all contributed to creating an 
atmosphere of tolerance that will be the 
foundation for true democracy. • 

tackie Davies is a producer in 
Idam's Radio Unit 

Why did 
Renamo 
do so well? 

POLITICAL experts will debate the 
Intricacies of the Mozambican election 
results for months to come, and one of 

their most puzzling question will be: whv 
did Renamo do so well? 

Few analysts doubted that Frelimo would 
win the legislative ballot, or that Joaquim 
Chissano would gain the required 50 percent 
vote for the presidency1. But not many antici
pated the size of Renamo's support. UN fig
ures before the election estimated that 
Renamo controlled 24 percent of the territo
ry and had support from 7 percent of the 
population- The history of Renamo - created 
by the Rhodesians, and then taken over by 
South African intelligence to act as a brutal 
anti-Marxist guerrilla force - caused people 
to imagine that It would not fare well In a 
multiparty election. 

hi fact, they won 33,7 percent of the 
legislative vote, Frelimo getting 44,3 percent. 
and Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama 

FRELIMO 

getting 1(7 million votes for the presidency 
as compared to Chissano's 2,6 million. 

The reasons for this support are varied 
Some votes were gained on a purely anti-
Frelimo ticket. After two decades of Frelimo 
rule, characterised In recent years by 
rampant corruption, some voters were 
obviously disenchanted. Others felt that 
regardless of policies an election signalled a 
change, and that should mean a complete 
change of government-

It has been suggested that the Catholic 
Church favoured, and advocated, a split vote 
between Chlssano as president and Renamo 
for parliament, so as to ensure power 
sharing. People might also have voted for 
Renamo as a way of maintaining peace and 
lessening the chances of It declaring the 
election result unfair. 

Another contributing factor has been the 
"normalising" of Renamo. Much time and 
foreign money has gone Into altering the 

image of Renamo from that of bush fighters 
to respectable politicians* 

At the time of the signing of the Peace 
Accord, in October 1992r many residents of 
Frelimo areas - such as Maputo - were terri
fied of Renamo "terrorists" who had been 
responsible for massacres and the shattering 
of Mozambique's infrastructure and econo
my. But by 1994 this image had changed. 
People saw and heard more from Renamo, 
via tile media, they met more Renamo sup
porters and slowly the terrifying unknown 
became more familiar and tolerable. 

Another reason for Renamo's surprising 
level of support is money. The UN, and 
other interests, pumped money Into 
Renamo in order to draw them out of the 
bush and into peace negotiations. These 
enticements continued right up to the 
election. Some of the money has been used 
within Renaino-held zones to improve ser
vices to the people, and It has also been 
said that Renamo distributed foreign aid 
claiming (hat It came from Renamo Iwelf. 

Their strong showing in the election 
means that Renamo will have to be well 
accommodated by Chissano. and if he 
was in two minds about power shanng 
before the election he certainly cannot 
be so now. • 
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That d o vict ims of human r ights abuses expect 

f r o m the Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission? 

The opin ions are var ied bu t Chris Ribeiro w i l l be 

satisfied w i t h n o t h i n g less t han t h e prosecut ion of 

his parents ' ki l lers, reports ALICE COETZEE. IN MOURNING: Chris Ribeiro (right) 
f k t w r ; PRITQRIA NMVi 

If my parents' killers get amnesty, i t 

wi l l be like having my parents killed 

for the second time. 

Carryh 

F MY parents' killers get amnesty, it will be like having my 
parents killed for the second time,M says Chris Ribeiro. He 
can neither forgive nor forget the assassination of Fabian 
and Florence Ribeiro, who were gunned down In theli 
Mamelodi home on 1 December 1986. 

ing his grief like a constant, dark shadow, Chris, 32. says It has 
become a personal crusade to find the killers and see them brought to 
justice. "If the killers are not going to face the music then I am not inter
ests] in the I ruth and Reconciliation Commission, If the commission's 
purpose is just to establish the state's guilt - something we all know -
then it will be futile, Fhe intent should be prosecution," he says. 

According to the draft bill, the commission will not itself have the 
power to prosecute. The proposal is that people who committed 
offences before or on 5 December 1993 will receive amnesty In 
exchange for full disclosure of the truth. Perpetrators who do not take 
part in this process will be liable for prosecution and the commission 
will forward their names to the attorney-general who will decide 
whether or not to prosecute. Amnesty Is not automatic however, 
particularly in the case of heinous crimes. 

Chris is adamant that the commission must have full powers of 
investigation. "I don't want anybody to be protected, from PW Botha 
downwards/he says. 

Fabian Ribeiro was a prominent medical doctor In Mamelodl, his 
wife a businesswoman* Both were dedicated and respected community 
leaders. But the doctor signed their death warrant by recording and 
photographing the injuries of Mamelodi activists tortured by the 
police. His intention was to enable people to bring charges against the 
ministry of justice and expose police atrocities, 

**They had no reason to kill my parents/' says Chris, "It was a selfish 
and cruel act If they had wanted to stop my parents they could have 
charged them and sent them to Robben Island." 

Ihe night his parents died, Chris was in the street chatting to friends. 
He saw his parents drive up and park their van. Some distance behind 
them was a burnt orange Kadett. Then he heard "pah, pah, pah" but 
thought It was his father having difficulty closing the bonnet of the 
vro. When the sounds continued Chris went to help. As he entered the 
JP'e, three men in balaclavas came running out. Thinking that the)1 

were burglars he chased after them, grabbing one by the neck. As they 
fought he saw white hands. The other two men Bred at him and he 
realised they wanted to kill him. He let go and the men sped away. 

Running into the house he found his parents. His father had been 
shot in the head so many times that his head was like a sieve and blood 
was spurting out. Florence had been shot through the heart and as 
Chris held her she sighed once, as though her "problems were over". 

In the aftermath of shock and confusion. Chris remembers that the 
police were not called, yet both they and an ambulance arrived at the 
house. .Afterwards he learned thai prior to the attack policemen had 
been stationed in ihe street behind the house, that a hippo full of 
soldiers was further down the road and thar police were preventing 
people from passing the house. 

The ambulance men found that Florence had a faint heart beat so 
she was taken to Mamelodi Hospital. But they took a long route 
through the township and she was dead on arrival. 

The house was sealed and Chris was not allowed inside. The police 
threatened to shoot him if he persisted and eventually a friend took 
him away. They were removing all the evidence/ Chris claims. 

In the subsequent arraignment evidence was withheld* The Bureau 
for Information stated that the deaths were caused by fighting between 
the ANC. PAC and Azapo. Five years later, the Harms Commission 
established that there was sufficient evidence of state Involvement In 
the Ribeiros' deaths. Yet there were no further investigations and when 
Noel Robeyf who was linked to the assassinations, fled to England, no 
move was made to extradite him. 

The years have not lessened Chris's grief. Tve tried to reconcile 
rnwelf to what happened but I ain't come to terms with itr" he says. 

In the beginning suicide seemed a way to deal with his grief, but now 
he would like to see his parents' memory honoured by a bursary fund 
for black students. He Is also thinking of a book about their lives, 
written liy members of the community. 

"My parents died helping people. The best way of honouring them 
would be to extend this help from beyond the grave." 

He says he will try to get compensation if this is offered through the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission because he would like to 
complete Ills law studies which were cut short with his parents' deaths. 
Money could also go towards the bursary fund* 

"I'd appreciate It If the government could look after me and other 
families whose wray of life came to a sudden end because of the 
atrocities ot the state," he says, • 

Mice Caetzee is based at htasa's Prrtoria office. 
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