
Church & Media 
Symposium in Zimbabwe 

T HE symposium was convened 
by EDICESA between 7 and 11 
December 1987. This meeting 

was addressed by a number of 
speakers both from South Africa 
and from other African states. The 
opening address was made by the 
then President Canaan Banana. 

He said South Africa's political 
dilemma has got to be resolved in 
order to secure peace and justice in 
southern Africa. He said destabili-
sation is an effort to force the Afri
can states to succumb to Pretoria. 
Therefore it is the duty of this region 
to co-ordinate its means and fight 
this monster. He said the Church 
should be persuaded to see the 
harsh realities of the political situa
t ion in South Africa. 

This can be done by EDICESA 
through documentation of informa
t i on . This relevant in format ion 
should be disseminated to all 
to enable them to take a position. 
The Church should be taking a lead
ing democratic position in this fight 
for peace and justice. The media 
should reflect the current situation 
and people's position as it is obtain
ing in South Africa. 

He said Nazism was destroyed in 
Germany, colonialism was destroy
ed in South Africa and apartheid 
has to go in South Africa and 
Namibia. He said he doesn't see 
anything standing in front of this 
political sea. The national demo
cratic struggle has got to achieve 
national democracy and political 
rights and implement a system of 
their choice. He said non-violent 
and violent means have been 
employed in order to secure free
dom. 

Current Resistance: 
The national democratic struggle 
has managed to inspire the world 
about the current situation in South 
Afr ica. Apartheid has got to be 
isolated. It was said that sanctions 
are like antibiotics. When treating 
a disease with antibiotics you have 
got to give sufficient doses; if you 
give insufficient doses the disease 
wi l l develop resistance and it wi l l 
be diff icult to cure the condition. 

Therefore if sanctions are im
posed, there should be a total agree
ment and commitment to this 
arrangement and then sanctions 
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wil l work. If tough measures are not 
being taken by all countries, the 
impact wi l l not be the expected 
one. It was mentioned that apart
heid was coined by Verwoerd but 
started by )an van Riebeeck in 1652 
when he chased away the Khoisan 
people in the Western Cape. 

The involvement of the Church 
in the quest for liberation is vital 
and it should sensitise its members 
through conscientisation and ex
posure to the harsh realities of our 
situation. The Church should open
ly challenge the state as regards all 
its atrocious activities. People in 
the church have to understand that 
racism is evil. 

Alienation of Land: 
The myth that whites were the first 
people in South Africa should be 
dismissed w i th the contempt it 
deserves. The so called "Black" 
people became nomadics in the 
country of their birth because of 
the alienation of land. It was re
ported that when Afrikaners were 
fighting colonialists between 1899 
and 1902, they asked "Blacks" to 
assist them against the British impe
rialists. Now the t ime has come for 
the "Blacks" to ask Afrikaners to 
support them in eradicating the 
apartheid system. They are virtually 
declining to do so and instead con-
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t inue to mainta in the system 
through dogs and dockets, bullets 
and batons, detentions and death. 

Victims as Instruments of Oppres
sion: 
The State has not given up using 
people as protectors of the system. 
This is done in many subtle and 
sophisticated ways. The State of 
Emergency has brought about the 
Kitskonstabels as a means of main
taining law and order. The clear 
interpretation of this exercise is no
thing more than the maintenance 
of lawlessness and disorder, but this 
situation has the blessing of the 
authorities. 

It was asked, "what is happening 
to vigi lantes that are ma iming 
people?" In Port Elizabeth some 
have been jailed, but the rest are 
moving about as innocent people. 
The State is manipulating people 
for its own ends, but this process 
can never be a deterrent to the non-
racial cause of true democracy. 

The conference ended wi th a 
declaration which emphasised three 
major points related to the media: 
— The Church should make its 

political stance known. 
— The media should report objec

tively. 
— The outside world should be 

informed of all events in South 
Africa, 


