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these cr iminals were
allo wed to operate,
Wd S perceived to be
the result of a hidden
political a ge nd a 01
certa in indivi d uals
w ithin the poli ce
force . Mem bers 01
the com muni ty com-
plained o f t he
ab.ence of a ny 101
low-u p inv...tigation
Thi. theory i. s u p
ported by the f;)<.1 that
a police officer ba5ed
in Umhlali told mem
bers of tli e com mu
nity that they should

try and "1"-'rt their probl~ms to
the SAP in Durban becau-.e the
cas~s would be s helved in
Umhla li.

• ne Ihird thl'<lr y would
me rel y be to say that t he
Umhlali police responded
unpn>fes<ionally.

In discu..ions wit h a local
po lice officer the roncemed

com m uni ly leader. we re
advised to chase t ~i ~ s mall
group out ollhe area. AI lale r
nwt'tings it was al~ed that the
""me officer adviwd the le.ders
to hu m d<" wn the hnu>eS of the
gangslers, and la ler to form a
secrt1 group to kill 1bt'Se crimi
nals. The lead ers argued tha i
th i~ was a police ma ller and
d""lined .

For w hate ve r rea~on. the
Umhlali police were ineffective
in dea ling wilh the cr is is in
Drietontein, and lhi. illu.trates
the need lor the crealio n of
m""hdnisms wh ich will ma ke
justice mnre av.ilable 10 the
general public, Thes~ m~chd

nisms will need to playa dual
funchon of build ing commu
ni ty Irusl th rough increasing
police accountabil il y to lhe
communities. The viol""", will

cun tinue for as long as t h~

police are perceived .s polillcal
play .... and not as public ...r
v. nts, ':l

people have been a r""I"" and
at leasf thr't't' have been refuwd
hail , Peace hds since rctumed 10

Driefontein,

That filSt attack on March 31
was allegedl y carried out by
Pasha Khuzwayo and his a"""
cI.t... ; the ••me peo ple have
been ch arged w ith the
allempted murder 01 Mus.
CebiSd on I April. as well .. the
assa ult and inti mida ti on 01
Rose Ntihanl'on the ""me day,

Until I he intervention of
Ida"" and the action of the SAP
Unrest In,,,'s li gatlon Unit, the
community was left in the
ha nd s of this well -a rmed

political /criminal gdng.
'There are th..... theories a. to

why this situdtilm was allowed
to devel"!,,

• In Ih.,... limes of political
vio lence a po licema n's job is
made much more difficu lt.

In .ome (dSe. this may be

true. bu t in Dridontein bot~ the
A!'JC and the IFP in the com·
munity were united on the
iss ue of stopping th is violen ce
in Dril'lontein. There "'as an
obvious willingness to ro-oper
ale with the police.

• Ma ny people f rom
Drie fon te in believed Ihd l the
sta ff of the Umhlali pnlice sta
tion may have tak"" a political
decision to su pport the perpe
trator.; of th is violence,

Acrording to this lheory. lhe
rea",n ca"", never developed
inlo pro.ecution. a nd the
apP"",nl impunity wilh which
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lenc,,"relat"" dockets e manat
ing from the Driel onlei n area
hdd been open"" . (One of the
Cd-'O'S for attempted murder had
been thrown out of cou rl for
lack of ....idl'OCe,)

Thi. did n'l .dd up - so much
smoke and so lillie fi",>

Wit h Ihe a.sista nce 01 a
maior agricultural interest in
the area, Ida", was abk to bu,
98 ' com pla in. nts .nd wit
nesse, ' to a neut r.l venue

wh ere a legal team from the
Universily of N.tal, Durban '.
!.<-gal Aid Centre.nd rnembm
of the legal ResoulU' Cent re
we re on h.nd 10 procns th.
complaints. Th is Inlorm.tion
was compilN! in a memoran
dum ...hich was handed ov er to
the police.

The me morand um h.s
....ultl'<l in the opening of

• further 35 dockets, (Nearly
three timl" as mdny as I'l'rord,'<I
by the loc.l police station,) The
invesligahon was carriN! out
by the Durban-based Unrest
Investigation Un it. who also
took over seven dockets Irom
the Umhlali CID. and another
four from the Tongaal 00. 01
all the cases reported, one indi
vid ual. Pds ha Khuzwayo, has
been implicated 19 times .od
his brother MuSd 15 times. In
fact Pasha Khuzwayo ....s the
person whose allcmpted mur
dercharge had been withdrawn
due'lo lack of evidl'OCl',

In a matler 01 two weeks 14

Defenceless Driefontein
scores a victory
over tardy police

The SAP regula rty prOlest that they are falsely eccused ct foec uon by

communities that tall vicllm to violence. However, this art icle - on the

late 01a small commu nity terrorised by a polit ical/cr im inal gang - bears

out claims 01police Ineflectiveness.

On the last night
or March Ihi s
year the peace

was rudely , haltered
in the sman commu-
nity of Dril'fonlein on
the Nata l North
C" . s t. Khela - wrse-
man" Ntshiogila was
the victim ol a" attAck
which left his homc
almost comple ldy
d<'SlroyN. This signi
fied the sla . t of a
forc ed recru itment
campaign by · rene·
gade" lnka tha Free-
dom r arty aclivists.

The Dridonlein commu nity,
which includes both ANC and
IFP su ppo rters , ",spood Pd to
this cri~ by cont;>cting the SAP
and hopi ng thai the pe. p<>tr.·
11m; would be brought In bo\,k
This was not the CO"', and the
violcno:t' just st'('m!'d tn esca 
late, The Community Con flict
Moni t(>ri ng s"rvice (CeMS)
operating from I .... Ida", oIfice
in Durban was a. ll.'d to assist
in tJying to deal wilh the prot>-

"'".
During the ensui ng weeh

and until mid·May, the commu
nity was witness to lour mur
der. and numerous other
off<'lK'l'S includ ing kid ndpping,
drson a nd in timidation. An
all~mpt was mdde to deal with
the pnlblem thmugh the po liti
cal pa rties within the ...ntiment
of the January ·Pea~ Acro n.l "
betw""n the A!'JC dnd IFF l~ad

ership. A meeting wa~ "'gan
lsed. ddd""sed by prominent
l oca llea d e r~h i p of the ANC
a nd Ihe IFP; both spok~ out
~trongly again,tthis viol""",.

Bul the viol""", continued,
On May lb, CCMS staff

along with members of the
Black Sash dnd the Communily
Research Un it (CRU) ,isil<'<I the
Um hl ali po lic e sta lio ". Th is
\isit was as a ","ult of the rom
munity'. ongoi ng com plaints of
pol ice inaction. Having; spoken
to the station commander and
membe r. o f the Cen lral
ln w stiga tion Departm~nt (CID)
it was eslabli~hed that 13 vio--

"


