
MEDIA

Can the

Media in crisis of credibility,
seminar of journalists told

messenger
deliver?

'The SABe is N P-ol'ject ive,
The Star is DP-objective, City

Press is ANC. objectit,e'

owned by Argw; and TIm", Media Limile<!
When ~ou consider th. t both group' '"
firmly in lhe d utch", of the afl-<,mbTadn~

Anglo Amenc.n ""'plre, then you begin ""
.... wh,· this near- mollUpoly "i!hl' Engli.<l>
Iangw.ge p",ss ill largely !"",-eived II' .."."..
whitt' economic power inte".,;b."

He ", id two other branches of the m.d~

~ l s<> SUffN a lack of credib ility, but 1m
enti rely different reasons , 'The so-called
alter""li,'e medla an<! the SABC are in IN
,ame omp as being organ. of political parII
Mo., hip.

-rh~ Cll"'n flirt .ti,," betw""n the altern.
h e press and t ~. ""tra·parlia m~ntary Clut·
fits dOl" aboul as much gOl>d as th. <I",.
rclaM"'~IP between the SAOC and th~ gov·
...-nment ",'Ch C<.l1J.. b"ration rapidly dimin
l. h.s (he true fundiun. of the pre" . nd
1I......n~ tll a \'ery g".at d");l"<C Ih. fundomen
lal right ot SOCIety to be Infomwd '

Qwela ne "'ent on 10 say th.t ;Ournali.*
who ..rvt a. amba...d"n; for politi<al par-
lies ond " 'gan,sali"", do a ...nous dl""r"""
to their prof""",,n and "have lost thei, n ght
to be "",n and labelled a, journalists· H,
warn<'d Ihal journali.<j, are in ",me way to
blame for I~e ha",,,ment they 01tt'11 exrffl"
ene. when carrying 001 their duty by "f_
1e;s ",n'''1"$ and unruly moho (who) w. nt ...
tu toy,-t"yl 10 Ih"" tun"

"But Ihere ts hard lv ev.-r smoke wilhoul
firt; w. art being har~s.",d and inlunida l",J
in ou' communities.nd by elcmentllloyaJ to
1",lllical "rganil;alio,,' 1>..... """ in many cases
we ourselves fir>t pL>nl<'d the ide. in th.oil
mind, that we (l)lJtd b., pliaN. f'l,htical t",,»

"Fn-ro"m oj the pa,," IS • u "'''''1'"''''''' of
democracy. not a pr rconditlon 10' iL.h IS
llOt . imply • right th.11"'e are ,-""lilled 10 and
lhat will be conf~lT~d upon u" bu t it will
hav~ to be SIN ggird for, What w'. du lWW, in
lh. t struggl._ could be cri l ic. 1 for fUlure
f'l"SS fn...,Jom."

SI"Obm's warning,"" tn. ton~ IN the "",t
olt~~ p,oct>ed mgs, Sp"a k..,- j" n Qwelane,
deputy ,'\i it", of the Joh. nnes burg S""J .y
St. r. mntinu..d in . ,ilTllw ",-in , In a power
ful ~ppl.'dl fer a return to Ihe profess ional
;oumal i5hc vlh i", of inlegrity, Imp.' rtialily,
aceur...,· and 1'l'1""tl..... inve-;tig.h'lfl, tw. said
the media to(by, . m lM t~ board, is . uffer·
ing a crisis of mod il>ility.

Spea kmg [r" m the p""po«live "llhe b1ac~

commun ity,~ "lid the maln'tream newspa·
per' ar<' I"'r<eived "" ogenK lit big capi tal
and a$ ,","' ing " hile politiol power inter ·
...1:\1,

11Ii1l !"",'epliol\, nght or wrong... !1M been
given mod""", by the conCl:l\t,a li,lfl of own
er>hip in 100 few, bul £'(Onomicall ~ po""'-,
!ol, hand" and u'mll1 trd by Ihe undeniable
fact tha ll~ere is pretty little to choose from
by .... . y of d i,'ersi ty belw""n ne.... ' l'dpe"

By MOI RA LEVY

A
s South Af,,~. ;lruggl", through Ihe
process of I,a""llno, is the medi"
~"m" to be put of the problem or

part of the solulion? Or, put I"" crudely. In

lh. words 01 Id.", dL ....ctor 01 polley and
planning Dr V"" Zyl :.t..bberl, i.> the modi"
going k> IlKTl'as.. the rulTl'lll ronfu,ion m the
rountry - or help . 11""i. l. II?

That ",as the nub of thedeoole at . morn
ing ...mind<, organised by Id",, ' . med i"
d""rtm''''I, which brought togelh..,. Ieadmg
Cape TOl'on joumoh,(s, The till. of the"""; ·
"a r, and the question thoy set 001 to answer
- " an thl' m"''''l\!;c, dell"",-?". 111<' .!lSw,.,.,
aft..,. Iha... nnu", 01 di..cmsion anJ deN t. 
· yes. b"I.. .·

FuT the fil";llim,· ,'umolish - wr"""nting
aUthe <ity'l daily and w<'Ckly n"",spa!","' ,
"",~zm"". ",dlO ond 1V - faCl'd ",ell oth..
acroso the- tabl•. Th" time, instead of beillf:
, ,,bj<.,,,t...:! to the usual dally "it imID from
the publ... or the government, the journalist.
themS<'h'•• su,*ct<'<.i Ih~ir rolJ~agu"" .nd
their pw f""s ion to . rigorou . and fr.n k
a "*S.m~nt of lh~ir role and tn<'i r ""ponsi·
bility

Blaming t~e m''''''''ger In, tead of t~ "'.....
sage ~, .n " ft-cited rompl.m l ra i5l>d by I ~e

medi" aI Lhi- "minar the )Oum .,hs ts ....t out
to examine ",hel hn thev should ind eed
sllouM", ",'m~ of th~ hlame.

In hi, oponing add"", Sl.~rn accused
tho medi a of ' id",logic. 1 cherry pickmg"
Refcrrmg 'pecifically to media coverage of
t~. find in~s 01 the Goldstone CommISsion,
he sUAAested the publi<'s right to know w..,
being wn' p'omist'\i by ...lective, ,,,meli,...,.
. ubjecti.'e and oUen illA(cur.ltt' n·p"rting.

He w. med th.1 tilt- mle Ihe media plays
naw, in the IJ"'riOO of transitilm, may g<,wm
the role il i, . llocated In the future "If lhe
press contin"", 10 be parI 01 the ",niusi,m, II
OOIlld be posm8 a thre.t 10 its (Wo'n (futun; )
freedom.
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ar. read ,-" and "iewe" custo"" ' '', COn
sum.,,; ," d;"n",' And a", jou,nal;,t, pubhc
....,,·ants ut politkal acto", do they faithfully
n'l""du<"1' ",aliry nl play amil- in shaping il?

'Wh itt'S in particular are not
iniormed. Ilttd w hose

respollsi/lifity is it to keep

them illfarmed if not
tIle media 's? '

Sl"'a ker Dron du l'les,i" ed,tnt-,o-t:hi.f of
lh~ Prelo,ia N~w~, in • dIg . 1 JOumaliSlic
convenl""" arguN that in th~ final analy.is
new, value must bt- dctennioed by O\allet

driven "'.lih.... "No, only is th;, not under
slood by many jou rna list>, il is actively
.... jecled b}' 80m,' on Ih. gn >Ulld , that thi,
kind of appro..h threaten; , heir
freedom " ,Dut Ihn. " no h.ed"m in
poverty. Nobody;' ..' uniTe< "" he who mUSI
.eek special favoUlS, ron,ide'alino<, hand
out!;or ,taY' 01 .""ulion,

"In this sen", protilability iJ; g",>d for the
bu,iness of P"'"' {" ...-dOlO, And profItability
will com. the way of 11. <>r , he who be.1
understand. tile em;ronmenl or th<: re,mlt
Ing demands 01 consum"", ' " cbents...you
a", not ~oing 10 ",II T.,;hirtS On a Wlnler's
morning. bul you IIUl';ht ,..II ",''''e ,;carves, ·

To Page 1e
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New c reure serves a valuable role in a changing South Africa k is one
01 the lew magazines in our country that looks allhe inlefaction between
envirorment and development Itslocus is on people-orientad and appro
priate developm9r1t projects. We bok critically anre Issues 01 sesaee.
bMy. New Ground is a recognised mouthpiece on environment aro:l
development~ you should be reading ill

dl. cI." whit. m. n. IVho ",ad. the neW> 
on m<.,;l new'pap.l'5 Iht. majority of ",ad..,.;
ore black and workll\'\ cia.., What ~,;. mm
the news , wha l rna.", Ihe fronl page lead.
h,}w much 'pac. a story gelS or, in the c""",
uf r.dio o. TV, how much lime is ~ivrn 

tht'Se daily <I",i. ion, are de..rmmed by a
newsruom ""I.dion proc"" lhal i~ " ft.n
rig id ly hierarcha l, s ir ictly ~ovPmed by
precedeM and cus lo m, and based on
assumption. IMt a", often mlnonly 01'101006
m""luerading as umv""",l,rulh"

]; the medIa ', audience an ulld IJf~",n tl 

ated public or a collection of different com
munities wlth differing need. and int'.. ",,!!;;

S
NW'
round

The li1Iest issue, focusing on 'Food to, AU" is now in Slod<

The_gaD_ I•• qum..-ly; far ""'.. InIomt.l!otI. pt.... ...-lie 10;

Nt:w Ground, P 0 BOil 322, Newtown 2113, Soulll Afric. ,

"'" ~""oNd Gown Situ" '! .

,,,,....-ely..rvin~ a de l<"fmi""<l pufJ'OSl'-
"Clearly that is aooul", "",-\Ible as M eh·

mg a 1m on the rock of a tl~Cf: you at\' safe
for., long as you rem,l ;n pen-hed on II'
bad. A. ,oon as you di,embar k you are
pretty <'<'l'tain to ""d up in 1m- tiger' . belly,"

H• • ~ p re'".d hi. cillubt, abou t the
medja ' ~ commitment to oh j<"Cl ivi ty. "The
SABC d" m, '" be objective, rul it i ,
Nat ion. 1 Party-obi. Oive , The Sta r IS
D<>m'Kra tK Porty-ubi",tiv•. City Pre.. i.
AI'l e .ooj<>ctive.

Q>.;eLm e ;'SUN • call tor a mum to ,./r,.".
live invesligative joum. li. m. "We mu.t
prol:>e. probe and probe some more.- He
gave "umpl.,,; 01 'I'''''' that hove been
..".ed by Ihe rn..:h., WJldJy sensallOnallS<.'d .
"bealrn ""m, -eornc;ou. <l od leit for d c,,-d"
with no follow -up in v~lig.h"M, l hree
JI'l<m lhs aile. lll<' ",n",tional discl",,,,,",, "n
Slate SerorHy Coundl Involoeme nt in the
Goni...... ki l ling, th~r~ i, • · d ~. I~ n l n~

~il""'" in th~ m. ,h• .
"The cu rr ent Cod e, . deadlud is yel

anoth.r ""am ple, wjlh n."",f"I"" headli11<'S
""re 'u"ng 'Cri,is' , ' Dead l",k' an d
'Showdown' and nothing more To play our
I""'F"'r role w. must infonn , and to ~111 infor
mation w~ mu,.1 f'1'<'b<'."

Qwel."" r.,,,.,;I . dil= ma he M' faced on
lhe oe"" s d~. k of 00. 0 1 Sou th Af"ca ',
I"'g.., circula,ion nO:W'f"'re's; compe ting
Io, !he fronl page, on Ih. oo~ M od, d" malk
pictures aod a h.rro""inll; , tu ry at"out a train
~""(Te in the t"", n, hip. , on 'h. ntht>r a
"'lour pil'<:<o ,m mchter jonty RI....11'S ."",k·
ing hi, wonden. On lh. pitch , Shou ld h.
sele<t!hl' form"" fur the ' nWo.,hlp <diholl oj
lh. paP'" and 111 . laue, for lh. while .u~

tubs. "Who Ille 1",11 am I tu d""y white ",ad 
ers thiottu ill."

Who d.'rid... wMt mak... I'H'WS - u,ually a
.....11 cliqill:' of hl~hly ...dUUlted , uf'F'" mid·
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Du P""'"ii wid 1Md imt • <'r lit<- n-ade-r 
d.........eo p.oramounl alto,.. IIoo.. and ·( Ii...t
drivt'fl journdi....• tllal b.ps a 00,.,. watch
on lhr marUt is -r>IW lPr !hi' .......i'·a! ol
ltw f'ft"'8 and dw onlr gwr. .."-'" for fulu",

F"'" """"'"
A nporlfr On Busi .....s o.y . nd •

...port... o n lhot So" ·"'.n m.y (0\'''' thf
"''''f PI'f% ((Onl......~ . nd ro.!UrTl w llh
....Ittdy d if/nml __ Iw ..;d •As ......

as lhry ...... both amoQ I• . b.Lonuod .nd
Itonn l. I h. v. no probl. ... w ,lh lha t .
InOOtd, II .. II> bt ;tppla000d II """Jd bt
~ol~~tbtor~
liv. lIU.,kom,.1ld "vin, up !o«'v.. t""
_ !hatUI)'~ .. tIw ...-o:gm.
...~to.Q ~"r-.-

A~ Infd.. III t'- '""" would
bt ..... Ihat ......rkft-d"_ lhat II doso.Iv
altuntd lo Ih. n«cl, and d<om.ond, 0/ it!.
dint", and !hat~~ lC<onilllgly

C....~ l'n>/ Co. ..... ~.rt ollM
Rhod . . Unlv . ,.i1y jnurn.li .m
d.part m.nl rr f.ul'd 10 . nolh. r

modelof 1M nwdia in citing a popul.u dic·
tum - 1M rru.rk of a SUCC\'O/lful p""" is ll.

abllily to survive chanll"'" in j(Ov......ment.
Such. O\I'<:ha . it is implWd. would P"-""""f
and p""""llht' lruth, how.v... un""lataNe.
··unmarle1abl. " or untmaNt il might .... 10
t he ",. d,'I"or c!irf1 I

A similar di.lincllOll w., . L m<>d.. by
S1abbt-rt whrn Ill' r--d a '1 l1oo 10 1M
"",rnalistt prnml _ do I~ k • press
tl\al a dml<ln"'ric ,..rfn., or one thai
io dm by~""""!I".

Dt- Air. b.~. \dha', n«Uh... dirnr·
lor. ...mmod up tIw dilomma ",Ih .n nom-
1'1.. 01 th.. ",..dia ( ov. rag' o f Cod ...
"M. ny n.w,p.","" im.gll'l!'d Cod.......
......leI ....... all our "'01.....,........ IIl -"

,n& 10 comlor! a nd bri ng good IIf""
" 'oidrd IIll' wlnUnS "'P_\\'Iwlt 1M UJI.
Iaf""'~. it "'M' olwrl,; till' public WI!<

_ f"""JW<d lor it. II is~ .. if to odl
........ lhe mood ll m...1 H nw liollllisir til ..
InJth and k«oop till' bood --.. aWlY. V<'l dus
is a wh.te 1'""'pI""'. a romfor1 p<'1'Ct'JI""--

H.. conc/udtd wllh a strong caU on Ihr
Soulh African 1110'\I11 10 fulfiU ito obIigottion
to inform Ihr pul>lic .nd 10drmonsttal~ i~

COtnml!mm1 to lilt princirlt ..f lilt public'&
ri~hl 10 kntl"" "By ~11 ......... g.Vf pecple
"'...... ~ood ......... . 1'I<I k""P Illl'ir hof'l' .1,.....
bul aoov~.11 I~ll lhrm what th." r....-d 10
kno w. Th. majorlly 01 Soulh Africa~s .

whiles in particula r.•", nIll informN. and
who.e r"'pon. i ~i lit y i ~ 11 10 k~~p Ihem
inft>t'tl\ed if nn4 Ihe ml'dia·, " .

110I0;'-. t.<-vy I.......h. l.ocili"'_ will,
14ao.o'. -.:t.. d"l"'........1

Dakarites look

back on

event which

nudged SA

to negotiations

F
ro m lui , 9 10 12. 1987 a gro up o f
mainlr wMr. ....onI)r Afnl;,u", ",,".k

Lng Soulll Afric."" """ """""""'" oI lht
ANC in ''l'' in D.kar. Stn~g.1 .1 •
conf~... nc. wh ich provokr d wid... pno. d
angry noa( llon f,om Ih.. N.h on"l r.rly
f';tabl;..h"""I.

" ccord ing 10 .om ~ .

Ihe Dakar mft'ling wa.
Ih~ ,I art ollh.. cum'nl
~egoh.tiOM pn"""•• eO'"" the tumm~ point
wh ich led up III De KINk' , m~mor a bl~

F.>bruary 2, 19'10 .dd....... Other,;. ""'hil~ not
n...,.....orily acrol'llins il such . is~ i fie. ~"",

.lilI regard it •• I m~mor.bl , ..~nl. both
~ly ,"d p'~ilic.n~, l-l...u til<- "ie,.,.
01 011....... " '110 . 1lt1\d1'd tl\at ""-"-""'s
fi ye.at'S IJI"

Viti Zyl. Sl.obk'l't

1 1 is a1"'ays tnnrlll~ 10 oftu on .. """""
!hal Y'JUT UtgInlWhon Iw. """'"~bk
for and pmoml it .. . ....10'" CI""" 01 suboe-
'1". nl .u ,,". Som. P"'<'pl ... "ot f U n
invoh"ftt ....t h idaN. Iu It'tIlkod lO do ""
..-hrn Mtm"8'" lhr Do 1f>t't1mIi;

1 ....... "'"~ 10 DlLlf. m... y<3n b ln,
to hlp found lhe ('"""rfor IlIll jlul~ fo,
Dnrooc l.....,. 0. •• ""... ", and Cul~ - •
dim:t --..-.... 01 lIli' 1'IIiO Inl.'t.'tItIg. Thi>
cob'Ici<kd WIth llw pm'nurwy ..-.ngs of
I"" OAU-.llMoning10 polltina joumaJ-
M and acadrmlCS from dllf 1 Af","11
cou_ d ;",;u"o d<-<.....'P'"""l:S over llw Lt<.t
fi.... yNTS, Do"'r 1~7 Ifftl ...... l1y croppINI

"P
•ANC ~.rcuh'" nwmbo.oB have •••:ribt'd

""",ina! imp'",""", to Ihis rwnl. .......u as
one or I..." <:aN ne! mini.l<"n oj th~ rum'Tlt
fiov,mmrnl. I . m ..lis/iN lhal Dakar 1987
was an .......nt llul. ""'llni,, Ih, rombinahon " f
hi , lori e.1 ,i1u.lio", .ol the lime. h. lped
nudge 1M bal.".... "f lorn... l"w.,,:I> n<"golia ·
ti"n in Soulh Allie.

· 11 ~rt.inly pul Ida.. on tn . m.p and
help«! U!I 10, ... much hott... dn lhe kind 01
work ..... Md~ 10 do tn,m lhr """"",.

Five yea

· In 1'187. Ih.. pohliU of cormon . nd co
option Mid full .... y ~<'tt"ti.l lion pohl1CS
w•• 1101 .n ophon . Th.. ANC alld olh .
...... banrwd and ,IN Gr);III...._ ....

detnom>rd and ~>d,

~ I.... nlrn'OIl imra-. """'.,,,. m
I'm Suu1h AJricI ... trlU""d inlll lhr no:p>Ii.
.huM tnOdf, II II rm..IIl Ih,u till' .....mngs
bo:t ...." till' Al\.'C ancllhr~ 01 wIuln ill

Dl4r It "-' madr a """'"' e-tnbution ...
lhe d irt'Cti"" 01 "'"!:_h<>n politics. The
<:JUnC1l qursnon. willi ..... do }"OU~
.Ir, WM a1.o ....... ul'llftlily~~ a comor
~ ol till' o.lo.ar irulwliw.

"In Dolo.ar ..... IICtd I...... lI'Iljot" ......., lho
""'" 01 vi<lIIIftce. a .- dt'ml>Cl'llic "n;tilU
tion .nd lhe nred lor . n fCOnomic polK)'
...hich~ both pI""th .nd rqurty

· l ronlC. lly aUol th.... <IU<"'hom ....m'un
"" llor 1"'1' nll.... .~ ldasa', role in 1'lI:l7
w., to jaolll'I~ .' "art w., mad•. C\l'ady
In.-." rt'rT\aln, much"""", to do'

For TRUDIE DE RIDDER the ......1ing al
D. l ar "",ult.d In the I"" of • job la .tato
.mploy,.,. ....." k>"d her app'"nlm,-nl . , heaJ
of d" !,""""'nl bl." .u , he w"'. · polilkal
hmorisl"l N I at Ikr _ hlrM' il rropdlf'd
hrr into fufthrr otudy and wurk ,,"1Ihin 1M
bll€k co mmunit y of I..nl'fi.u r in Ca p"


