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Time to heal
WH EN three-year -old
Mita Md ele 's ho me in
BOipaton g was,II'eked
1" 1year, she was injured
andporalysN.

Lale r, in October.
Canadian regional police
chief. Jim Harding,
•tlf"Jlded an Idasa conn-r
enceon policing and wa,
laken On a visit to Boif'"
"mg.

He p led ged 10 raise
money for a wheelchair
fo, her and lasl month it
arriv ed _ a gesture and
e>ample of wha t police
OOrnmunity ..lations can
be.(Full story on page25)

•

Your "" I. counts ' All South African, am rote _ illiterate, disabled, """'. «"m," und t...... sers ()VfT 18 
p"",ided you lui"" an idin/ity docu ment. Tlti' "", leF is onf of 10 in a ""'" ",," NucatKm P",b2St produced by

/dJ.", anddcsignrl e<p«iilJly fo' ruml ",'er5. (Sa page 27)

Doing democracy
A challenge before and after the elections

S
ANDWIC H ED between the fiasc o over the Africa" was Ihe theme of Ihe open ing session . In a
appoin tment of the SABC board and the paperduet(>ha,'ebe<>ndelivel'<'d bytherectoroft h,
announcement of an election date, Ida"" s Edu- Penninsul a Technikon, Franklin Sonn, the director 01

cation f(>r o.,.mocracy wnfer.nc. held in Vanderbij l- the tcchnik(>n' , " hool 0/ education, Brian O'Connell,
park re<ently was nothing ifnot pertinent to the times, emphas ised the link between educalion and the stmg·

It was also a great deal more, The th.......-day event gle {or democracy. adding that "context is everything".
hrought 'I(>gethe r delega les from voter education o.,.mocracy was an intricate social process, he ""id,
agendes. human rights and leachen;' ory;ani· --oCC;C;;;-- not a mcchanical.ntity. Democracy was no1
""lions to exchange information and plans By SUE inevilabie in South A/rica, nor was th.... any
aroun d the process 01 educating Sou th VA LENTINE ru le Iha t gua ranleed tha t "the people"
Africans for democracy. would I'IOt abuse power.

The presence "I several /omgn guests also offered A similar point was made by Idasa's Alex Borain.
opportunities 10 learn from lhe exreriffiCCS of other who spok earlier in lhe sam. session. He said there
eme rging d emonacies such as Pola nd , the was no guarantee lhal a future Soulh African political
Philippines, Kenya. Erilrea and Chile - and a very , ta- dispensation would be any more democralic than Ihe
ble European democracy , uch as Denmark.

"C rea ti ng a nd sustain ing democrac y in Soulh



EDUCATION fOR DEMOCRACY -

Tolenma prm>i), ..Di=lo. 10' CiW; [du",';on in IIu: Ke7ly;an Council of Chu.cks,/tp/!fah
Gath."", hold. up" pool<. produced i" flu: .un-up 10 KenY"n election. "",ouroSi"g poIiti",'
tolmll1u. Mf'mbers of . fIIrn ily "",h , upp<>rt differenl poIiti""I !",'I;"';, bul "" slil/ "ble 10 <'III
together,

Doing democracy
From Page 1

pn;osent one. Quoting th~ Americ. n political
sdentbt, l.rry Dia mond , Bo ra ine said
democracy could not surv ive with leaders
only. It had to rest on a maSS base which was
poi.'l'd to ",move from power any politida n<
who abused th";r po<ition,

looking . t the issu., cu rr ently con
fronting Sou th Africa ns, O'Connell sa id
queslions needed. to bt- .,ked. .bout those
who had bt-nefitted from af"'rtheid, buf who
now used argu ments of democracy to justify
and d'-"'end their po<ition.

' We need to ask wha t is d~mocracy,

because many people ..... it as being used to
maintain injustice . nd certain peopl~'s posi
tions,Nhe said,

He . dded that democracy should not be
.....n only as an el..mon process, but as a 1if~

p rocess. For Ihi s reason it would b~ ill
advised to locus only on ~Iections when talk
ing .boul ed ucatio n for d~mocracy.

However, the next 18 mont hs would bt-criti
cal. Practical interventions were vital a t
every le,'el to encourage people to become
involved io d ,' j] society. In Ihis regard, the
public broadcast service had an important
role to p13y.

Much of the ronference activity took place
in four separate workshops or commissions
which focused 00 education for democracy
.nd how il rei.1ed to, human rights educa
lion; forma l education; organised civil soci
ety; and the mass media.

The repo rt-back session lrom the commis
sions .t the cond usion of the conference
highlig hted a numbt-r 01 short- and long
term issues which needed attention ,
Distinctions were once ag.in drawn bern'"",
the more immediate and specili c need s of
voter education and the long-term process of
education for democracy which was nreled
throughout South African society.

Wilhin form. 1educat ion therr was a need.
for voter education and educ.tion for d..-mo
cracy to bt- conducted by non-rontroversial
org.ni salions (possibly church es); it was
agreed that education authoritit'S should be
urged to a llow time in schools fo r these
activiti...

In the rt'alm of ci,il socicty - and within
the O(In-gov~rnment organisa tion 5«Ior in
partieu13r - it was stress<'d that betau<;e pe0

ple le. rnt most dfectivdy by doing rather
than being Iold what 10 do, interna l democ 
racy within organisations was essential,

This included particip.tion and trans
p.rency in decision-m.king. account.bility,
gender/ race equality, the d.-'elopmenl of
leadership and trans/erring skills from white
to black, men to women, and rura l 10uroan,

Education for d~mocracy nreeled to take
pia", in a variety of area, - adull education
and li teracy groups, sludent bod ies,
churc h~s, civics, 'porls groups , laxis and
industry. Melhods should include me~t

ings /s~minaTS, workshops; publicalions;
posters; electronic m~d ia (tapes for laxi"
public and community rad io); drama; music
and advertising , trategies,

Befort' ..-mbarking on educaliem for demo
cracy is was important that ,uch educalion
could be sustained and measured, The mes
sage thai was deli"erN ,hould respond 10
prople' s f~a" and add ress their nreds. H
shou ld avoid building un realislic expecla 
tion"
Th~ commission stressed that civil society

did IKIl..-mbody democracy, but lhat withoul
a "ibranl civil soci~ly promoting and sus
taining democrali c values, there oould be IKI
democracy.

'Democracy cannot triumph on
the actions of a few brnve lead

ers, it needs an active, liv ing
base built on SOUtll African

trnditions and history.'

The rna.. media were ide ntif ied as.n
impo rla " t tool for the d evelop me nt of
democracy rather than lhe " luxury" con",
quence of a democratic d ispensation. In par
ticular, the potenlial of community radio was
id entified as • means of allowing ordinary
people the opportun ity to express themselves

and to bt-aeli,.. members of a community.
Publi c radio and lelev i~ ion we re key

means for ~xtend ing the messages of voter
educalion and education for democracy l<l
lh~ broadrsl possibl~ audience. It w.~ vital
lhal such programming be cred ible and be
presenled by impart i. l .gencies. Howe.-er,
equally important was thai education for
democracy programming should bt- enter·
taining and should reach prople in their own
languages.

The task of summarising conference pro
crelings was lefl 10 lh~ h~ad of the Centre
lor Adull and Continuing Education al lI1e
t: nive" ily of th e Western Cap~, Sh ir ley
Waller;. .

In lhe words of eme d~legate, her condu·
sion was one of "thoughtful passion", as she
illuminated lhe task confronting those com·
mitted to education for democracy.
"D~mocracy ca nnot triumph o n lh ' l

action s of a f~w brav~ l~a der;, il n....ds , n '
aclive, living base bui lt on South Africa" tra
ditions and hislory," said Walters.

She said who exact ly were " lhe people"
. nd who "the educatoTS" in the process of
educalion for d~moCTa cy needed to he
teased out. 11 was not enough to idenli fy
men a"d women, white and black, rural and
urban. The... w"'" .ny numbe. of other ,at..
g,,,i,,, such as old, young, rich, poor, 1It('1'at<,
illiterale, workin g class peopl e, peasanl! ,
inte llectuals, pri sonffi, disabled a nd abl..
bOOied etc,

How lhe process of education took pia'"
also nreeled 10 be examined The whole per
IOn !hould be considered - head, heart and
feet. Music, laughter, inleraction and enler'



EDUCATIDN FOR DEMDCRACY

r From 'struggle' to empowerment
O

NE of the visiting spea kers who
made a strong impact on the Con
feren"" was the deputy director of

the Institute fur Popular Democracy in II>e
Philippines, Clark Soriano.

[n an enlmaioing and engaging Pl'<.'Se1\o
lalion. h. sh'lcMd • brief hislory 0/ lh. dif·
fere nt periods and methods of .truggle
against colonial domination and repll'SSive
regimes in the Philippio.... during lhe past
century_

He..id 1M changes that had occum.'d. in
Philippino politics had prompted educators
and activists S<.'eking to resist oppressive
and . litist regimes 10 examine th. cont",,1
carefu lly to find the most appropriate
means 0/ opposition. [n recent years thi.
m. ant • shill from education lor struggle
towards !'ducation lor empowerment and
governance,

"Ed ucalion can be a very ro mantic
notion,Nh. wafl"led . "but it's not so ••sy to
be romantic about the details of voling,
community services, garbage removal and
5O on,"

Soriano said Ihal in the earl y 1900s, edu
cation had been linked to popular rulrure:
religious themes, literary tracts and even
love songs had formed part of educating
o ti"ns.

By rontrast, the 1960s ha d witnessed
"days 0/ disquiet and nights of rage" as
students had led the protests against the
V>etnam war and an elitist government rep
"""nting only th"""" with "guns, goons or
gald".

Education had taken the fonn of teach
ins and small discussion groups and to
many, the way forward for !oOCiety was to
be found in structural change.

The 1970s saw the declaration of martial
law by Ferdinand Marros and a period of
repression and resislance, Education lor
democracy went underground and most
calls were for revolutionay action and
armed struggle,

Howeve r, it was as pwple began to
organise around labour rights and mini·

ainment should be integral to the ['l'X"SIl.

Wallt>TS said the long hi'tory of activism
Ind anti-jntellt'ctualism which prevailed in
""'th A/rica ",-'\'\led to be confronted . What
)utcome was wanted from the process of
'ducation for democracy needed to be Con·
Odenod

The short-tt'rm need was for voter educa
ion 10 meet the proposed polling date 01

mum wages Iha t the movement really
began to grow and the seeds of dern<XTacy
began sprouting at the grassroots,

"Education must nollook only at stnK
tural issues, but at the si tualions which
confro nt people daily. The queshon for
those of us in education for democracy, was
how to find the link," said Soriano.

....- ....

He said lhe fall of the Marcos regime in
1986 ushered in euphoria, but also con/u
sion , Although ele<tions were held and a
bill of righls and new ronstitution intro
duced, violence remained and sodal
inequality worsened. Instead of a dictator
ship. there was a regime of the elite. greater
instabilily and a crisis of governance,

'It is essential to locate, link
and understand the limita"

tions of polit ics'

" It was a new situation and educators
were hard put to deal wilh the complexiti...
brought about by lhe transition. From 1986
10 1993 we had seven coup aUempts. cor 
ruption again reached high levels and

April 27. However, she suggested lbat sh" rt
term practices should be intcgrat,'<;/ with
long-term principles.

Key elements related 10 lhe elections
included: a free and fair PI'OC'-'SS; an atmo
sph...., of lolera"",,; lhe rurbing of violence;
maximum lurnoul - includ ing all women
and youlhs, tf.o.e in rural areas, those
unable to fNd or write,

popular confidence slumped,"
Soriano said educa tors identified th e

need for a Jl<'W approach, one which shifted
lhe emphasis from education for slOlggle 10
education for governance. Tough questions
thaI addressed the complexilies of the day
had 10 be asked: who is lhe enemy? Whal
do we do aboul burn-.out? Whalabout g....-

der issu...? What aboul the advancing age
of activists!

The importance of conla' was empha
sised , In a process of transition, educalion
for democracy had to consider the ronle,d
in which people found lhemselves.

" It is essential to locate, lin k and under
sland the limitations of politics. An empow
erment process is vi tal, we need to und er
stand how to transform power relationships
now. Wemust understand who weare and
where weare,' sa id Soria no , "How dowe
lin k the issues of voting a nd elections 10
people' s position in society now?"

Approaches included popular participa
lion, m'o-way communication and an holi...
lie approach in which people's feelings and
emotions as well as Ihei r material and
cerebral «>rI<erns were considered,

"What is our goal; she asled. "A 9S per
cenl tumuul at the polls? Are we all rom
mitted to all ol th.... lhings? ..

Crudallo the entire proce.., suggesled
Walters, was lhe need "10 educale ourwln-s
and to m"tivate "thm ", Education for demo
cracy must inspire oplimism and enthusiasm
if it is to hope 10 h..'e any sucress.

Sue V, lenUn. i. [d. ..'. m..Ji. di r<'<1<H'.
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