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OPINION

ANC guidelines must
be debated by all

By DULLAH OMARIi"", fo rmed a good ' ta rling point in
negOl i.tion pol itiO and , ho uld be .e"n
.. . " .efiou., . incere contr ibution to the
(on<tituriona' d"bat"" . It pUls fo.wa< d
pfo po,. l, .round ..hieh. proc"" of ba,.
gaining can begin, an d the ...ilabil ity 01
' uch ""goli.bl", and non_negOli, hl", (an
Cr"ale. f"ou"bl., ,i ,,,oHon lor .erio",
10 th . bou t lund . men' al political i"ue•.
Even no n-negotiable, may become the
,ubje<t of negOl;ot io", in ,uch . proc""
of mu lual un d""tanding, ,. id Pro f van
Wyk.

Slr"" , ing t hat he d id nol nee"".,i ly
re p,,,,,,n! "white o pinio n" (so mething
wh ich wa, al,o nol ....i1y u nive".Ii,,'d ),
Prof Van Wyk .... id rnO" whi te. wou ld
acce pt that wh ite do m;ndtion wou Id In
ev itably come to an e nd . Howeve r, he
lell fu r,her d.' i'y w" ' till needed . rou nd
, eve, .1 i"ue, in th e AN C , gui de line"
Th",e included th .. impli ea,i on, o f a
"unil..y" 'y;'..m,•he ,t.tu, • nd ,,,uetu re
of gove rn ing bod i"" the implic.t iom
and, .nge of . n envi <a ged 8ilfo f RighI' ,
Ihe fe d i<tfibu,ion of we .llh a nd I.nd
,efo rm,., well . , the impaet olaffirm._
tive .clion . nd ,h.. w. y it i, to be
t.ckl..d.

Th.., .. r..... rv.t ion , . pan , P'of.."o'
V. n Wyk, d"'Cf ib..d th .. guidel ine , a, .
,eriou, co ntr ibulion to ,he politica ld ia_
logue. He .1'0 <t re"ed Ihat , given ,he
re i., ive i,o lalion ollh.. whit.. community,
a la'ge-« ale ed ucat ion ca mpaign was
call..d fo' , not on ly to r..a" u re white , 01
the ir place in a post-a p. rthe id ,ocie ty,
but al,o to , how the o ther , ide of .he
co in of govern ment p,opoganda Ihat
th .. ANC was a "viole n, and non-nego
tialing o,g.ni<ation bent o n . ..vOIUlion
" y ' ak..ove ' ''. Prof Van Wyk ,ugge"ed
that th.. guide line, b.. " am lated and
diwibut ..d in Al riba n, to give more
peo pl.. acce" '0 Ihe document. Hop..
fully thi, will in Ihe long run co ntribu te
'0 the purpo,efu l , ..a rch for a la"ing
poli'ical 'o lu,io n lo r South Alrica.

Ano,he , ,p..aker , Prol Hugh Philpott ,
di reclo r of ' Iud.. nl ,u ppor, ,,'rvice< al
the Univ..rsity 01 Nata l, cont ...,uali,ed
th.. pro bl..m, 01 a uni versi ty caught up
in th.. " an ,i tion 01 a 'ocie 'y , uc h a'
Sou,h AI,ica. He po inred o ul th at univ..r_
,i tie' had th.. opporlunity to " I..ad a
pro<e" 01 chang.. by e..mple ." Thi,
could be d o ne by th.. demo Cf ali,at io n
of curricu la, un ive"ily <lruetu re and
leaders, and by th e p,o mo tio n o f com·
mun ilyori ..nted ou"each p rogramm",.

Ia n Uebe nbe. ,
10 " 5" Rn ea«h Con.ullant

•

TH£ great m..ri, of Ih.. publicalion 01
Ihe ANC', Constitutional Guidel ine<
lie, al.o in th e ,peci fic propo... l, them _
, ..Iv... - but it Ii " , prima rily in th.. fact
th at it ha, placed .he issue befo re the
p..ople of South Allica lor d e ba' e . My
po int of d ..p.rture wo u ld b.. th i" That
a n env iro nm..n' mu<t be created in
wh ich the peopl .. 01South Alfica wou ld
be a ble '0 e.",ci,e thei' "ghT o f self
determinatio n.

We ca nnot d ose o ur e ye , to Ihe
reality of co ntinued imperiali" domin a
tion and e . ploitation o f South..rn Alrica
a nd its pe op le, .nd the u nwillingne.. 01
the We"ern powe.. to allow th e people
of Southe. n Alrica to dele rmine their
own destin y a nd fre.. th e m, ..lve, from
,uch domi nation .The ,ituation in which
th e gu id..line, ha ve been publi, hed i,
one in whic h Tho", po_" .nd intere '"
whic h have e . plo ited Sou ,he , n AI' iC;l
for so long, ,eek to impose o n our
people a neo-colonia list . o lutio n which
would leave the pr.....nt eco nomic "ruc
ture a nd economic inequ alitie, basically
intac, .

In pu rsua nce of tha t aim, mode l, of
consti t utio ns are be ing worked ou t in
d fa wing and boa ,d rooms o f We"ern
ca pita l,. It ",e m, to me al, o that in
today ', com ple. wo rld ,it ua tio n, the
So vie t Union, despite its histor ical
, upport for th e libe ratio n mo vemen, in
South Alrica, ca nnOt a nd will not inte r
vene '0p r..v.. nt Ihe imposilion o fa neo
colonial ,o lution.

C,uc;" l l ...<on

The crucial l",son which must b.. lea rn t
by th.. opp,e"ed and e.ploited pe ople
in Sout h Alrica is that only th..i, own
rna" st, uggle, will mak.. it po..ible fo r
the m to win for th.. m,..lves the righ r to
seU dete rmin .tion , th.. , illhr to gov..,n
the co unt ry in th.. best inlerestso fa ll iI'
peopl.. and ,he right a n<! du ry to p ro
d uc.. , ap prop ria'e a nd d i"ribu te th.,
w..afth 0/ ,he coun try lor the be nefi t o f
all it< pe opl...

Spea ki ng for my, ..II. nd many o the"
in o u, o rgani,. tions, the d anger o f th ..
im po 'i tio n o fJ neo _col o niali't solutio n
upon o u' people i, a very ,eal d anger.

The me r;1 0/ Ih., ConSlitUlionalGuide 
lin.., 01the ANC Ii", in th .. ,ecognitio n
a nd on the insistenc.. lh at it i, th.. peop le
of South Atrica who musl work o ul a
n..w con'titu tion. The guideli ne, .,e
nOI in,..nded to be the fina l wor d on

Ihe ,ubien . The int., ntion i, that th~

issue be p laced befo re th e peOple of
o u, counlfy, to b.. debated in their
o rga ni,. tion, and p lad orm, a nd lor
them 10 come up with id ... I, . nd pro·
posal. which repr",en t the ir.,p;r. t;o n,.
Becau", there a re co nflict ing d a" a nd
«>cia l inte re.ts involved, the,e idea,
a nd p roposal, ca n only be d..cid ..d a nd
broughl fo rth in the cau ld ro n of JcTual
,"uggle. It i. the balance o ffo ,c", which
will ultimal..ly dete,mine Ihe kind of
pro posal, which o u r , truggle will be
a bl.. to imple me nt.

Ro le 01"NC

I, is, there /ore _e , ... ntial that di«u"io n
on th .. Const ituti onal Guidefine, n OI
be confined to acade mic, and ..... pert, ..
but t ha t they be T.ken u p in a ll peop l.. ',
o rg . n i,a tio n" incl udi n g th .. tr.de

The gUidelines
reject the concept
of 'group rights'

union" II i, .1'0 nec.."a,y to J"e" that
the o pp re"ed people have never be..n
co nsu lted about the ban ning of the
ANC. They w.. re not a party to the
ba nning and have nev... accepled . uch
banning. The ANC i, a n ind ige nou"
inlerna l and legitimale o rga nizatio n.
The same applies to an o ,he r peopl .. 's
organi salion,which have been banned
or r",uic,..d . Which orga nisation Or
mo v.. men' ,peak< for th .. peop le is
de,e ,mined by . ctu . 1S!fuggl.. ,Toda y, il
i, qu ite ev ident Ihat th.. ANC i, rMo g·
ni led by the va" m ajo ri ty a, ,he
au thenl ic voice o f the opp, ,,,,,,d .

The AN C, ther..fore , form, an in tegral
part 0 / the people o f Sou th Afr;ca who
must, as th .. struggle unlold" work out
a con" itutio n lor the COuntfY. The'e i,
need to work ,owa,d, the "'tabli<hment
or co nvening o f a " co ngr.." of the
p..ople" in th e fo , m of. "conslitue nt
a,sembly"IOformulal'" such a constit u
tion.

In my vi..w, th .. publicatio n of ,he Con
stit utio na l Guidel in", muS! be seen in
th" COnl... 1. II he lp10 10 give di,ectio n to
lhe people ', struggle, ' 0 thaI o u' aSl' ira 
lion, a nd vi,io n d o no l ,emain vagu..
and unfo rmed but begin to ,ake on co n_



0, Dav,. (fighI) in con.e,s."on wrlh M, Hanne. Sene kal of a leading insurance Irrm
(cen"e, a OO M, LOf'y S,lve,man. pOli"cOI oflice' in the US Emb. ssy,

us sanctions on thecards?

OPINION
erNe form . Posl·jnd ..pt'no..n~.. Africa
i' /il1..d with ....mp l.., of ~on'ti ! u t ion

ma king in which ,I", p<'ople had no
part 0' say - con'liwliom wh ich h., ..
, ..""d ,imp ly to perpetuate the ba'k
..o lonial <ha.acte , of the economy and
society . The ANC initiati' .. rnu" be
,,,,, n a, providing the peop le of South
Africa with the oppo,lUnity 10 .void
,ueh a fate .

The guide line, the m.d ye••1,0 con
tain • g,,,., deal of me r'1. 11 , broad
"i'ion provide. a bold ahe 'nalive to the
, talu. quo, In place of • society which i'
bdSed on di"i'ion along ..Ihnie line'
and in p lace 01. South Alrica which i '
bal ka"i.<.>d (hom.. lo"d. etc). the guide.
line' put forward the vi. ion o f one
, ingle undivided no n-,acial and democ _
ratic South Africa in which all p.." on ,
,hall be eq ual.

The guideline, ,ejecl Ihe conce pl o f
"group righi' " which in Soulh Africa
loday , i' being u",d a, a mechanism 10
mainlain apa rlheid , lhe homeland w'
lem,g,oup a,eas and lhe f,agmenlation
of th e wo ,king cia...

erN 'a n' ....,.
The gu ideline , provi de a pe"peclioe o f
a b ill of righ" root ed in a democratic
o rder - and nOl a, a mechanl'm 10
p re'erve p riviieged pmition,. U lake '
inlo accounl fea" - realor imaginary 
e . pre, ,,,d In lhe cUffenl 'itualion and
the re fore propme' guaranlee, wi th re _
gard 10 lhe language" rel igion , and
cu llural herilage of all Soul h Africa ',
people . Agai n, in conlr..llo lhe pre",nl
, ilualion, the gu idefine, en.i",ge o ne
,ingle citize n, hip - and Ihe building of
a 'ing le nalion - in a ' ingle undi.ided
Sou,h Africa .

The gu ideline, do nol purporl 10 be a
final bluepr int. Wo rker ' a nd e,pec ially
"ade u nion, and olhe, o ,gani",rio n,
re p re"'nting wo,k ing peo ple - bmh
in u,ban and ' u,al a rea , - will want to
d isc-u" economic ,"'I ruclu,i ng, rhe fa nd
que,lton, work e, right< , wo mp n', and
c hild re n ' , ,ighl'_ In nOne of lhe,e
maUe" ha' the fina lwo rd been ,poken

The " guide lines" has placed on Ihe
agenda o f all OU' o ,gani,atio n, a nd
union, a di.cu..ion o n the kind of
Soulh Af ' iu we a'e fighting for, what
we mean by democ'acy and whal eco
nomic cha nges a 'e e nvisaged In ou'
muggle.

The actual guid line, require ,eriou,
con,ide'a tion , I" greate>! merit "' Ihal
it ha> placed ,he 'e.pon, ibilily for wo, k
ing oul a ne wco n" itu' io n on the ,houl 
de" - nol of financial and olher
inle'e'" in Ihe cap i' af, of Ihe world
- b ul o f lhe peo ple of South Af'ica on
Ihe terrain of "'uggle .

1:1 D...I.h 0 ",., ;. . hu o ""=h.. I. .... ,
InC_ Jo nd .....w "' c.~ po-..
d..., ol ,h ,.."i<t~d UDF.

THE Q UESTIO N 10 .,k _bou' , anet ion.
i' not whether the Uni' ed Sra'", wilf
impo.e .anclio n, bul ral he" when , how
many a nd u nde, whal co ndition. Ihi.
will lake place , oay, Dr Sle phen Davi. ,
fo,me, SOulhe rn Af'ican po lrcy advi.er
10 p'e,idenli. 1 ca n d ida le Mic h ae f
Duk. ki"

He add re..ed a meeli ng o f 60 peopfe
atlDASA ', h..ad oflice 10 Cape Town in
feb'u ary o n Ihe top ic " US Policy P,os_
peets fo' SanCllon....

0, Da. l. e .plained ' hat tougher .anc_
lion . wo ufd be approved by Pre, id e nl
G..orge Bu.h if he wa. pres. uri,ed by
Congr.... which ha' a Democratic Party
ma jori' y, H.. wou ld ha.e a ditflcu It time
trying to ci'cumvenl .ancllon, a. he i,
fOfced loconcentrale o n a good re lalio n_
,h lp be twee n the seMte , Congre.. and
him"'lf,

Dr Davi' .ald th.. ne" eleClion wa.
mu ch clos..r than i' appea r..d and thai
thl. add. 10 Ihe poillically vu lnerable
posilion In which Ihe ne w pre.ident
find. him . ..U, Pre' Bu'h conn ot afford
10 afi..nate libe ral. and Ihe Re p ublican.
a'" Irying to al"ac t black .ole" wh ich
will funh", influ..nce th.. ap p roach he
lak.."

According to D, D.vi, .South Africa i.
nol o n Ame rica ', lop Ii" of inr.., ..""
Thei' Ii'" p rior ity i' Ihe US r" I. lion, hip
wilh the Sovie t Union, Th.. ..co nomic
and financia l po, itIon in re lalion to
la pan I. imponanl 100. Most attention

will be /ocu...d on internaf di.cussio n
a,o und rhe US defi cit.

To avo id co nfrontalion abo ul,he.e
i..u" " Mr Bush will p,o bably not (fO"

,wo,d, wirh Co ng'.." ove r . anetlo n.,
Th" po licyo n .anc, ion. will p robabfy

invol.e Ih.. So.iet Union and US allr..,
and will me..1 Congress ha lfway, Fo' Ihi,
fO ma,..,ia li.e , P'e. Bu.h wilf most cer
rain ly hav"l0 adop l .om.. form o f .anc
lion" 0, Da. i••ay•.

He emphasi.ed lhal h.. Wa' "cry" afball
gazing" and Ihat mosl of what he 'a id
Wa' fa rg..fy 'p<'culallon ,

Wh..n a.ked whe the r he thou ght .anc
'ion, w..,e a solurio n fo' Soulh Af rica
and whelh.., the y wo u ld bring obo ul
c hang.. , 0 , Da. i, chose not 10 an.wer
Ihe qu"'llon, . aying that he felt he mighl
jeo pardl. e hi' wo'k in South Africa if he
e.p,... ...d an opinion on Ihe Issue , The
purpo.e o f hi' vi' it 10 Sourh Africa Wa'
10 re ,ea ,c h lhe impact of .anct io ns fo '
lne In."<tor Re,pon,ibi liry Resea'ch
Cenl,e ,an in"itur.. which monitors poli
'ical and economic d.....fop m..nts in
Sourh Af'ica,
o Pre. Georg.. Bush ,ece ntly faced hi'
fi"l dd..al al the han d' of Ihe majo rlly
D..mon al ic Party Cong,ess over Ih..
ap poinlm..nl of Ihe 5ecretoryof Defenc..,
Cong r.... reje<:ted P' e . Bu.h', nomina'
lion , M, lohn Tower . Thi. ('.ampl..
, p<, m, ro vindicate Df Davi, analy,i. 0/
P,,,, Bush ', vulnprahi li ry ro Congr",,_

M.,;on Sha..,
W. ,tem Cap" Regional Co-Ofd;n~lo,
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