
Detention: hunger strike
jolts public complacency

By MAX COlEMAN

DETE NT ION witho ut trial i. ~ pr~ cti ce

wh ich rank, high on th" list of unive""lly
conde mned h um~ n righ t< vio latio n., In
th" South Afri c~n conte>! il i. viewe<J a.
doubly indefe n.ible on account of its
rol" a' one of the ma in prop' in th..
defence o f the al"'rtheid 'y'te m . gain,t
it' opponem, and detractor>.

for over 25 yea" ,ince its inception in
1963, d"tention with out tri al has ",. ved
to i, olate , in timidate, and destroy th..
lead....hip of politica l activi, m again"
a l"'rth .. id domination. and in the la"

5e(on d l ~. beuu.e the rel~lion,h ip is
s<> inl imate, Namibi. j , mOre lI ulnetab le
tha n any other ,tate 10 Prelo ria ', dir ect
pre..ure. Agony il ad ded \0 lhi, by
South Afr;ca', lim -h and und"r< tanding
of 1h31 country w hiell i, u nrillalle d j n any
other d..coloni •• lion " . pe rience.

The reatchoice before Ihe new govern
ment in W ind hoek will be 10 ba lance
these lan e r ron,ide.alion, again't their
in"ineliv" ,ympat hy toward, the Ironl
l ine.

Beuu.e it will not be pOS5ibl e 10
choo.e, Na mibia will bOl'Come both.
fo rmal member of t he Sou th"'n Afd ean
Custo rm Union and a member of ,he
frontli ne by joining the South.,.-nAlr;can
De\le loprnenl Co-ordinat ing Con/ere""",.
So, with B"1Swana, Le,otho and Swazi_
la nd . il wi ll offic ially have a /001 in boll,
Southern Africa ', two e cono mic comp. ,
Excep t p$ycho logically. the re giona l
balanre<hould not be ",riou,ly<J i",ubM.

QU ESTION: Wh.1 imJ><lct wiN d lop-
ments no.th of Ih.. O •• ng.. Ri ha. "
wUhln South Af.iu ;"elll
1'\' : lik.. man y int .. rna tional de . " lop
me m •. thrn.. in Nam ibia h• • " be"n in·
lIuence<J by - and . in turn . will influen<:e
- domestic i«ues. Th i, i. why Nami bia',
independ ..nc.. ne..d, to b.. , et a~ai n.t a
wide. canva•.

Th.. d ..ci.io n by Pre tor ia to dba ndon
its commit ment' to thaI country rep.e
, ..nt th.. first tim.. in 41 ye a.. that th..
Nationa l Part y ha, , urr..ndere<J te rrito. y
by ne gotiating - nol with itse lf o. its
pupp.. t, - but with th" int",na tion al
community,

Thi. wa, pa' tiall y the .",ult of p. .... u.e
f,om Ihe d""pen ing .app,oachmem
b.. tween the Superpowe.. , an e.ent of
lr uly hi'to.ic ,ignificance , The ag.ee
me nt to co-ope,ate o.er Namibia o ffers
a hinl - no more, let me ' he« - that
W~,hingt on and Moscow could agree
to mdna ge th e Sou th African d i,pu te. If
con,en.u, ca n be .each..d with othe r
major powe.. - I""ticu larly. Brita in
which ha, Ifad itio nat interests in the
. egion - . he n a negotiate<J end to apart
heid itse ll, may be close. than we da,e
th ink.

Do nOl ' ..ad into t hi, tha t peac" will
com.. 10 the cou nt.y or ,hal the f1ood
gat .., of economic p'o'pe.ily wil! im_
m..<J iately follow. The ne go ' iate d end
of apa rtheid may open the way to tad le
min o - i..u... - lik" th .. horrific confli ct
in Pi"'e .ma.illbu rg - o r mac.o-issue.
- like th.. important deb ate on ,ed i",i ·
bUlion - whic h have . e . ulted from
apartheid'. wa nlOn de" ruction .

Thi. i. why th ...... mp le e ff"ct of
Namib i. i, importan' and u rge nt . If
th ing. go badly and the peace proce..
under Re . o lutio n H5 tu, n, to cha lk (0.
worse l, South Africa', own "amition
looks far mote sto ny wh..t..... ' th.. world
may decide to do,

lou . v..a" it ha, bee n emplov ed o n a
rna" ",ale to do the ..me to wh ol.. com
mu nitie, and .ank_and_file m"mber<h ip
01 popula. o.gan i,ation, d..dicat..d 10
the demi,e 01 ap;in heid.

Thi, arbitra ry10" of libeny, inde pen_
denl 01 the ju ri,dictlo n o f any ( o u., o f
law. ha, been e ,pe rience<J bv an e. ti
ma ted 75 000 pe.son, O'e r the year., in
the name o f rhe secu ri'y of Ihe ".'e ,
Thi, huge nu mber i••urelv indicati"e,
not simply of a handfu l o f diss idents.
but of rna.. oppo.i tion to an unjust and
unte na ble'l"te m.

How..ve•. among the whit.. pu blic at
large th ere ha, been a growing in'en, i_
ti"ltv and pa .aly,i, to , he i<sue of
delentio n witho ut tri.1which h.....e n
d.. . e1 oped into a pa"i." acc"ptanc.. of
if. "nece<sity" . But thi. compiacency
w•••e ce ntly , ..ve.elv io lt..d by Ihe
forgonen .ictim. of Emerge ncy d ele n
tio n ta king Ihei. Ii." , into thei, own
hand" a nd declaring to Ihe world t haI
they we.e prepa.red to " a..e Ihem,el"...
to de.th . athe . thdn acce pt indefinite
inte.nment.

A•• re,ult 0 1 th.. i. cou.ageou, actio n.
the.e i, now a gr..at.. . awar..ne" tha n at
any time , ince 1%3, of Ihe e. il me . n ing
and mo .al un acceplability of d elention
with out tri. 1. Ye t Ihe .utho.iti.... , till trv
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---
with out trial i, un rea listic - th.. hand_
maid en o f apart h.. i" will only d ie whe n
t he paren t i, no mo re .

In the me antim e, by me a", of he..y
remiction •. the stat us o f detain ..es i.
b e ing con.erted from inco.ce tio n
within p, i,on wa ll, to inca .ce tion
within a we b of p, o hibition, in.olving
a lmost a, much 1o " of free<Jom. and ..t
no e'pe n,e 10 the state . Thi, d... ice i,
a, old a, de tention withollt uia l itsell.
but it i, now being ad.anced to a pilC h
01 perfection th..r must gladde n the
he art' of the go.e. nme nt's ,ecu fOC.atic
e ng inee" .

The ,elease of all det.in.... ' "ill se ..m,
(at the time 01 w. iting) ..n ac hie.a ble
go.1,ince th e hun ge r m ike cont inue,
In ,o me ja il, and i, on ly ,u,pended in
o th ers. The lifting of the State 0/ Emer·
gency a, a w..yout of thi, dil..mma ,e..m<
I..., Ilkeiy ,ince " ' ce nt mini"e.ia l p.o
nounceme nt< ha.e stat ..d . hat the
" . e . o lu tio na. y dim.le" i, " ill .t too
high a le. ..1(i ... , popuiar r.., i"anr" to
"p" rthei d policie, ha, not ....porated l.
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