
Land: A labyrinth
of tricks and tales

Discussing the issues over I

ro"'rol 01 Ihd, I.nd w.s a l" , deNted ,
Similo,ly ,ho, q u,,,Hons "I h"w tn handle
inle"'enti"n, h nw to id " " ti ly palhs "I
eMnge " nd ,I>.-n , uppo.. viabl" ma lel\i"".
p",duccd conAirt am"nll dd,,,,"'''''

mowal 01 land la..." in such a w"y as In
a , '" id leavinll people with fcw,', 'illh"
Ih.n I>.-~,,,,, They wa",,'<1 tha t unl,,,,, l.nJ
" 'lor,,, m,,,,,,,,,,, w""" .>c<:ompanit'<l hy ",,,I

•,
Researcher Essy Lel soalo spoke on

state land relorms

d,'m,..,r.,y, di•• ,I," - " had ,..,e" Tred
,-I",'wlk',,_ in , u" h p">g,"mm"" - could be,h., ""ul,

I" . n . p l""", 1 h" p'-,'ple inv"lved in t he
land qu,,,ti,,n '0 m",,~ aw.y fn'''' I,,,,ded
id,~>1>gi,,"1 h-,m< ond conl",nl t he e"'piri 
cal "',,lity of w ho' ""0' h.pl""'ninl\ in t l>.·
tit'ld. Anin.... O.,o,,,'n, ,,( T'a.- IT,. n, ,,• •l
Rur. l Action Com mith') ,,~ ob.",' C' " m·
ininll ,,'m ,' of the myth., "-');ol,Jing p'i>'o'"
P"'P'-'l1Y,

Sh,' a"""t,'<I that the h i<lo ry "I Irwh"ld
hll,- '" p,i".t" "wn,,,,h;p In S"ut h Af"".
wa, cont ,ary t" it, t,ad,t,on.1 con no',, ·

.grirultural Jebt.
U nf' >rt u na te ly. w hen il w., ti me f' >r

Jet''l'al'" tn Jepart at the end of a ,'ery
lull a nJ Jema nJ ing weekend, t h i, di
I,·",,,,,, , ti ll "',,,oin,'<I .nd ",'e,all, nume,
,,,.. i"u,,,, , . i,,'<1 durinl\ lh,- w'>rhh"p
w,'''' n"l """"lu,i""l, """,Iwd,

NUM"""" n' ~"" p..,ln" "f ronAi,i a l,,'
om,'''1\''<1. TI>.'St, i"dudl'd lhe ntitl" of n. 
'io""h",'~m a nd com!"' n"' ti,,,, .•" b;oct>
", hi"h "'C'" . 1I ud, '<I I" d ",I"1\ Ih" wo,k
, hop, bu t n.'Vc, f"lIy ronl,.,:mt,'<I . a . w<'lt
. s ",hy • ,,,,01 I.nd I"",li"y is ",'Cd,,j
Should I' . dd ...... l,nJ p",due';on. " '1,1...
ment palle"" . e mployment. ...."e.. '0 Lmd
'" s le m Ihe flmd to the "'N n a"",?

The 1>.,,1 u'" "f I"gal ",,,our,,,,>, h"w
Ih,-y , h,mld p,oteci and , uPP',rt p'-~'ple

,trugg ling 10 gain aen"", to 0' mainta m

Ploughing a
minefield
F r<lM _ 1

By Sue Valentine

W HETHER I.nd i, n.ti"""h,,·d '"
p,i".tety "",n,'<I is a n"n·i"ue f"T m""t
black s..",lh Atriean, bt'Cau", vin u. lly .n
land u,,'<1 by Ihem belonp to t lk' South
Afric.n o.,"ek'pm''''1 Tru,1

$0., soy. &,,11 Budt,'nder of Ihe Legal Re
."" ,"'" ("""1'" in a I"'p'-'t' t"l)-writt,,,, wi th
Johan Platsky tn ol 1,,><,,, .t the way in
whi... h hl. d p'-"pl,> .... " "own" land .nJ
m,,"" t n,' I""'i"t that in .1""",1 every in
"an"" t his m,ll"h,,, t hc d."i" und,·N.,.,d
ing nl noti"""li,,'<I la nd

BuJI,'nd,-, id,'ntih,,, qu",,,'n' ,,-nu,,' a .
th,- d"mlnan' I", m "I la " d u",-' .nd " , .
p la m, what righ i' l" nd u ,,'rs ,'n~w und,',
thi , ' y, I,-m . rill h!> which th,' ,,'I,'vant mi n·
i,t,.,. m.y can""l, lie may .1", .pp"'pri.te
th,- land , [; Ih ma tely the , tale"', a "",idu.1
ril\ht 10 thl' l.nJ wh,,,,,-,-.. it elk"""",

In t he first ha lf "f th,- p"""ntah,m of the
1"'1""", Pla" ' y showl'd h<\l., Ih,> diU""'nt
, ,,et' '-""'" ("hnm,' I,,"ds" a'>d C"'up Ar
e.s) in which I""~'rl,' wc,,- In,,,,,j ,,, Ii"" in
o;.'uth Afn ea "d" ,ive fnm, on in 'n""h' " , .
lem of in t''Tn'liIt,,j 1,,,.1 p,m'isi"ns "f q Uih'
a ,t"ni,hing tednical mmpk-,ity".

llt'Cau,,' o f Ihi, " kind of labyrin'hm,'
t"l 'm pl" , ily which e. nn,,1 . nd d id n"t a ri,,'
f,,,m a , in g le f1a,h "f mi,gu ided b,il 
Ii"",,,>", th,' uv"rlurning "f t he Iq n Lmd
A"t ood Ih,> 19.16 Lan,l K<'I",,,, Act w,,,,ld
""t , ,, Hi...,, tn b r in g . 1>.'01 ,igni heant
... hang" . Th" C,o"p "'N' A,i wou ld have
'0he al>olish,'<I s imullan" ",sly in " , d,', tn
"II," hl.ek f""pk ..mwwh,'t't, to ""'Ve t",
a nd ,h,' m,,,m,"i'inj\ arr. y 01 I.nd law.
I"',,,,j by Ilk- , 'o" ""s ho m,-Iond . u,h"ri·
to", w"uld al" , h.,·e 'n be ,-,.sed

Cond u J onll t h,-" tw" d,-li,'c,i,,,, t lk' I" w·
y'-" mad,- a ,t,nnll ... '" f", " ca ,,' lu l ",.

"'i, lI<>"in i. K<l\io n. 1 Di ' <e'o, of
Id. ,. in 'ho Wo""n C'r<_

By Nic Boraln

M AY I 'NIl will ",-'" Ih" fiN rnc't'linl\"f
Ih.> twu p",t"l\<>nisl> wh" pl',h"p5
svmboh",' t ht, enn lJict ;n S"u Iii Mr;~~ at
ii, ,harp''>!: the militdrv win,; ur the
A1\:(". UTn kho"h, we 5;7';""•• nd a r.,"K"
o f SADF-lin k,u Sou th Africa ns from
tn, iM tilt.'country

ld" "" w ill bo.' h,><'i nj\ this f"ur-d. ~

,,,nf" H' nct' i n l u" ka , p,oviJinl\ a
Uni'l\'" i' >ru m h,r II><' pMti,,, w ,,,v ,n,'<l
,,, t',amin,> vital i"u,'S thai ar<' pari
ami 1''''''1 ,,( the n.."(~i.ti,,n m"''''s;
,h.: ,k...""" , I,1I1,,,, and "-'"lIi,,,, 01 ...u,,
IIlill('S. TIl<' "hall,-nll'" f,lCing Ih,- mili ·
'a ry lu,u., in , pwit't1''<! F""I-n'-1\(~i.

Ii,,", ph" ",· ",.;11 .,1"" ",. iJ,'ntifkJ and
,·, amin,'<!.

Th,' "w,,1 "f ,h,' "I\,'nd" will 1>.- a
I\,"~I "' ,k.1 Ihe ",1,- o f the milil<lry in
",,,,,it i,m,,1 " "-i<1 i,,,, in PMl icu lar ;n
th,- o;.'uth Ai",". 01 1'I'l()

Th,' vi t,,1 q",,,,tion fo, hi,t""e.lI y
""""'I\"ni,li" n' il;IMy f" r"", i, h"w In
hu ild ,I>.' tru,t n,,<,<,,,,.,,y In, " p"sil;""
",1,- in Uw n' 'l'," iatinn p""" "" , A lur
, h.., qu,-, ti"" i, h",,' ,h" p""" "" is In
1>.- monoto",j D<'I,');ol"" 'n Ih,- a m l,-,·
,' nn' w ill 1>.- ,-nw ur. l\eJ t" ,et "ul
, h('i, 1"" ",lti,, " , . l"" bt"UIMly Ih.-i, f,-o"
_, nJ wn,wns " I>.,u l Ihe lu'ure, "nJ
th,.,. to ", pl" ,,- t h, ' opb"n"

,\ 1"'1\" pMl "I Ih,- al\,-nJ , i, dt"
" " hod to p",~-('",j l""" t ' "" I\" I;oti""s
n" lit",y m.,tI,-... . Th,' qu,-stion h,',e
w,n,ld 1>.- ht"" t" (fl",t,- 0 u nifi,,j a,my
,h.lt would ",,," t l", " "'1""':1 "I all.

Face to face
with MK
in Lusaka

A highli)\ht or Ihe cu n f. '" ' ne,, i ,
b<nmd in tit· llil' ,...,I y ",.",j,,,n ".h,,,,·
,h., dd" f\<'h'S int",d " "" th.'m"dws and
Ihpi, I"' " " " al military hi,tn,i,,>, nnt
k,"1 f,,, l h.: l"-""'nJ,m' ,y",b.,li,,,, nf
""'-_' pnns b.'ml\ ,',eh_"'I\''<1 In, wm J ,
1»' ",-nt-",i,,," in Ih,' mosl ,,'Tinus " _n,,,
" f ,h,-w" "J.

[)'.'!'-I\''''' ' indud " f,,,m,,, SADF 1I,'n·
,.,.als _",d ."1",, f" nn....- ,,'n in, nmet''''
"" .,. whn han ' "~','nUv " '",,'<I in Ihe
SADF 0' m n,aip", ocoJ,-mks. mo-m·
1>.-" "I Ih,' End C" n' CTip ti" n Cam
I",il\n and "-p"', •.'nlati,·,,,, " f Ihe T,an
, k,'i Dd ,''',",' Fn ' ,o . n ,- SADf ha,
I>.~'n ;n v;I,'<I I" " -,,,I f" ,mol "1'"",'nl ,'.
lin", toul il ,,~'m, m",,- Ii k"ly lhat il
will. in",-aJ . mo"i l," ,h" p",...,,'<I i" I\'
cl,,,,' ly , 0;.'",-" ,1 01 th,' ,,,,aJ,'mlCs 0"
tl-nd inl\ a ,,' "'1"~1',j 1<' J " ", in C" n
, ul'," ion w ilh th,' SADF

,


