
Why the media
must love to be hated

s""nding. the ""ks of mISmanagement and
,'o""pli"n at1' ev..... &""'t....._

Addi""n '"'y' m,ldern libl'r-ation mo","
ment s haye tend..d to mi, th . media
worker ', role ....ilh that of tilt' ~lUl1Idhst. The
journali,1.. media wo, le, is e.pt:<tl'll to
mobilise, orga";",. dctivate and t""ch the
~~.

'Th" remam, CClntrov.. rslal beeau,e "
dep;Ht< from the parad igm of jaurnali>lk
obj<'<tivi!y. lluI, clearly. d," 'el"pmeol jOu,
nalli.m must ~pring: from thisapproa<h.·

The crt'<'d of ot>;ectivity, Addi"'m puin",
out. grew up with the world ', new' 'g""'
ei. " whkh aimed 10 'ell the ir ,'ori... to
newspa pers rangin!: across the politic'l
'pcctrum - <;0 OOjccti,ity ha, an in' t",n,O'\1
tal ".Iue rath..,. than be,ng , rh11"""ph'cal
absolute.

In South Africa the ~ewspaper Pr."
UnlOn's cooe 01 conduct ltcjeded bv profes
'ional union,) endowed the ma~" n"""f"
1"''' with the ",I. of ~ommon carrier> of
new ~. pu talively free of bi" ' >r ...ction al
inl........L

'J! wa, no' "", of rou~: says Addi""'_
The corpo,ate med.. elaborat.d a rac,ally
fragmonll'll system of news and v,ew~ ,n
whi~h ",n5ilivo iloms w""' either ",If-<:",,
,"-,red "r "bal.n<ed" WIth the "ospon"'" of
!It.". , pokespcr,,-,n, '

In th. Iin,1 analy"i~, ..yo Addi,on . • 11
rommllnleation I""""'nn..1h''''e JOUmali.,ti,
""P""SJbilil;"".....hil. the >OCial "'"ron'iNli
Ii... of journali, m imply ""m<' romn'itm<'nt
10 drmO<Tati~ .alu... and 'l<l<ial upliflm<'nt.

'Tho ronn,'cIing link i, the ,d"a lbat rom·
mlln>cation set"'<'> thc righl of all p,,"pk l<J
know. "'I""'ially to know .bout Ihln!\, that
affect their IIv... directly - M development
programm... a", indt'<'<! d...igned l<J do:

Addi",n conclud... Ihal the ""''' ml'did
have an importan t role I" play in both
m"bilt.ing ,upport I,'r prof;ram",... and in
drawlng allel\b<m 10 thoi"horlroming>.

He u"""., an "",mpl. th" Sm,,,t.,,, whICh
has b....n comm,tted by ed itor Aggroy
Klaaste 10 'nalion·building· , Thi. eomm,t·
m"nl """'il, both "'Pl"'rl for liberation and
• crili,,1.Wlllde tow.rd. th~ condurt 01
mo,·emenls.

D
EVELOPMENT ~umali,m is essenti,,!Iy criticdl and ad'·~Nln.l, acrord ing 10
Graem~ Addison, head <>f jouma lism allm, Natal T"dmik"n. In a paper on the
'wa tchdog role' of dewlopmenl joumah, m, Add ,son argues IMI devd opment

joumali"" ,h'>uld identify wilh the grassrootsand maintain an adv~rial l\'lahonship

....ith ,lUlhori ty and a crllical di'ta ne<' hum d"vl'lopml'lll planners,
H., draw, a distinction ~

by no mean, rut·and ·dried
though - b.>tw....n ' journal
ism' and 'mNia work', the
f,,,,,,.... t>.ing """"iatO"d with
the rna.. med ia , whil.
mMi. work had, jl!l pia", in d ~\'dopm"" l

organi"'l;""•.
' [),>vd"pmenl joumali,m ent. it.. pro

c"l'SS uf ."cul auditing. II "1",rt. un d""el,,1'"
ment project" "''''''''''' them, and f1<.'cts
their value for those whom they 0 ,up'
f'O'<'d to ,..,...,..:

Add iw lI nnl"" the dilemma ""diN fN
C<lmmumly mN i• • many of .... h,eh Origl
n.att.'d In the struggle .gainst . partheid . by
thc' critical functi"n of d",,~l"pm""t journal
"m and ""'<lio wort.

'It is a dimrult t,a n,ll~'" lrom "'"."Iuti,,"
. .... rh"'ork to the actual bus,1l<.'SS of go""",'
menl . Will a critical I" h.rilance t,an,l al.
into . Itvoly cu ltu re of c"t id,m in Iho
fulu"" One hO.... ,;cI, a",j the is",e i. '" lho
I"Mnml 01 many m'",js in tho modi. '

Addi""n """sell Ihat if ·the poopl" are 10
bl'ser"ed by the media, the 'f""'P Ie's vok'e'
cannot be ~onfu;ed wilh the voic.. of gov·
rmmrnt, 'An opl""ltionallrame "f mind 
own if Ihi' du..s nol '''n,late into direct
political "ppu;ition ~ is the best guarantee
th.t >OCial Iran""l"rmatl,," will bI' carr ied
{lilt in the In",,...,,,, of th.. p00p1e:

o.nl"pmenl commun l~a tio ns a l large
0...,.J to t.. cnti~a lly dnwn. says Add ,<;on.
altlwugh il is nol alway5 easy to a, k pia",
questi"n , . and e>t"'c1mg straight an,w"", is
alm""t certain 10 uP"d !""'PIe in lhe project
hierarchy,

'Tim<' and again in lhe ront...1of project"
mroia work"" enrounte, l'Vid'>IKe 01 mnfu·
. ion . la~k of consullallon, delaY', 10s5<".
mism.nagemenl, corruplio" and pla in
abu"", of power. A critical 'nput is needrd
to alert the communil ,es . organ,,,,,tions ,
manag"""'ots and '1"'''-'''''' to the sign' of
mlsdln'CI,,,n and ",..If",sa"ce.

'U I. ollen d iflicuJl fo' p""ple workin!:
wilh organisalion< to oir co"-<I,,,~tiw m H·
ci!m ~. Tneir own ideology ma y inhibit
Ihem, but al,o Ihe organisation may . up
p""" mfLlfrnalion and deb.tle:

Addi>on says ",,,,.11 "" elations about tilt,
I.rg"""al. rorruplion in the Dcparlmem 01
()eJ.'elopmt'l11 Aid sUAA"'t lhoot developml'l1l
is one of t"'- a"", whe'" the pn"'" ""...:1,
10 he l'Sf"'daUy vigilanL With IN coming 01
a majority goy"",menl committed to 50Ciai
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