
An age-old nursery rhyme

warns against the potential of

leaders to suffer great fa lls f rom

power. VINCENT WILUAMS puts

the Humpty Dumpty syndrome

in a South African contelilt.

22. D fM OCU CY ' N A U ' ON

A
s SOUTH Iofr;<a binI<> i" fh~

euphmia of h.m!·wtm
dffll<JCJaq', I nt~m;ohonal

Co",m~ota'on w~m of a
"vIctou, <yele" whereby ,,",oy

rounl".. have ....." th. i, bu'l!"Oni" K
de mocracl... "ipped i" Ih~ bud hy ' ho re
emerge""" of d ieu.IOnhil" Nn hy 'ho
mllitaf)' '" (l{h~, p"werful groups.

Corrlt" enta''''' add lha' it I' not
"'K'omm,,,, fo' tho mlU'ory to h.1m1 (IV<f

1''''''''' to an . 1<'(1"" d vilJan government o nly
to tal;c ove, p""'..... 011"10 a I.... )'<'a" 10'el.
thIS 1" """" wa' d<'o<rlbOO a' a "v1<1oo"-1'd.

DEMOCRACY WATCH

of <'tIllvoc~ti<Jn , lJ.n "'llon, " " p""Wn ami
f<'Ol'l\Mlisation" hy . partldp"nt., . r=nl

"""f....""" lit Sintr". Po<tuga~ wh_ 16
rounlJi.. from Africa, ,"iii, I...Iln Am.rlco
ond ",,,,,,,,- lumpe weT. """resenled In
dhcussion. OIl oan,"i"", to dem,x,rac:y.

1he ronlere~h...n:I that th~ I«'y factor
behind 'ho <yell,·ol , wi"8' Imm mllll~f)' 10
civilian NI~ ..., 'hat t><'lth.. group ,_ Id
"",Imal" poIltkollogitl1J1K}' h any Ienglh
of lim. bc<au... of their f~ijure ' 0 clf<o<tlwl~

adt1n':l, !OCIa1 . nd oronomlc proWem..
01 gr.>a' 1'1 '.""" 0 Sooth Afrira', new

ruins will be lho romblnatlon of lact"" ,holt



tn ~i(JIlII, Afrka, wt' I" n 't' the example ('( tile kl,lx,/lIm
of KwaL1//1i ",/,idl I"u ruised tne 'I" es!ioll of Wlldll"
U 11Im'un'Iry ((/11 be accommodated I" tI demfl.-racy.
For mOIt fk'Op le livlllg III KWolZII/I~'urul, tile klllg
represents UII f'tllln/'mH Sl7ue of 1I" rlm loll prille,
I"e~~'ctl"e of IIis sI/Nee fs ' !I(I/itk,d attegiunce,

<WI .pparenll)' b ,,,,,k thi> "'-iuu> eye'" - ..
~ triangle in which tho' IK>WeJ of the
wuntry'. leldeT, pol1lidan.' .nd ritiu'n ry 'f<
I'Iekt krl<:..",tuIlemion,

In 'ICf\I'in l>ing l10w demo<:Jacy i' won or
Io>t. m nle"""'e partidpant> nott'<! 'I1.iIt the
condlllon . aoct1og '" lho' <. lIiY" for
d<rno<'nlb ..t1on oreo ft" n Ihe ... me .. 1110>0
"'''Ing 10 tl> rol la"", - >OCIoJ and econ<>mic
Ji>lttlegtotio n. .. dl'l!1Untled <Ivil ><Xi.'}' . nd
.. """",,,ment whl<h 11.iI.. k>51 "",'mI . II i.
"""'" ,Nt when .""h rondition'.re pres<nl
In 1/1 fftK'tlPn~ detnOCTK)' the in'""",nHon
nf lito mili tary or o ' her [lOWC'fful unernl
KfOUP' " oftl'n welromM. "nee ,hey are
prn:tl~ to be u. he ting In • new" ra of
...:101, poUU...a l .." d eronomle "amlily, Al
' his point, it b a u"''''l l ha l thO' t1<'W

~'I• • l>Ie 1O "" takn U",II "' .
p>lItlcal k'W'l whll" .lttml'lkng 10 odmn.
oocl.ll and eronoml... problem. ,

Tlt roughOU ' h l<tory ' h . re are examp"" of
poIlll<al 'YS"'m, that haw graVltal..t from
one end of Ure sp<'<'lru'" 10 Ih" <rlho'r, and
bat:k . gaIn. M""a,ctu ha ,'u urned InlO
ryran", 10 be """'e'ed by ll<""""''''''nU """~

up ol lhe ,,"'ocr""'Y wh"" ryrann~ ""'kl no
klnger be lo""'led. Soch guwnun.nts b~ lhe
"""ocr.r:~ I1.iIve lumM Inlo o Hg."'hl...
(guwmmenl by' IPw lln lent On preserVI ''ll
lhotr own Inlt'Tt"m. The", tOO h..e beo'n
"",,"hrown by pupuJ.r revoll, u ""''''' 'og In
~ <kmocratlc form. at gowmment.

Ilut "'io' by the people Iw uften
degeneralM Int" ana,d'~, "",~vatMo nly by
Il!4' tmergenee nf .. pow.rful IndividuaL Thl.
P'-"'OO ,ut».quenlly becorn,., thelr ""'" rul....
boll n ""''I8l1ng 10 m"'" Ih. demanrl< of tho'
people """-",,,., ir1oO'easingly ryrannl<al until
rept"<-'ed by a grou p (Ihe ari" ,,(Ta<.'Y) elaimlng
10 be n>oh' """"",nl.'h... 01 'he peopl., and
'" 111< <:y<:1t rontlnue,.

In Z(~h <e'r1tuf}' hk,'~ 'he pL>~..." I1.iIve
changed """""'hilt ..nd Ihe eye:!<' l< u",..Uy
h"'i1ed10a ftJUndaboul herween • cM lian
xovemmenl and Ihe mi lilary '" >0,"'" '-"lWllly
pownful lnrrte<1 group, Il'-li lhe CYC:'"
1t'!noIn ' the " m' _ milita ry '" ehilian
dlctatonh ip fol lowed by ..n el...1M
xovemme", Whkdl l< 'm....l1y eilh...
"'-.nhmwn by Ihe military <rr <'ffe<1tIIe/y
~bj.. a~llndlvlrlu:d ,

t1""""",r, ""'h ni l""'" p",~m bring with
th.m partlcular ele"",n" which . ppeaf 10 be
r....__",..", fOf democr.t<.y 10 <utVI\ 'e.

In the ca", 01 the~Imonatd1,
'he.. exim a J'OWl"tful un ifying .ynlbo1
whidl provide, . ba,;. lor common .Ile
gI.iIr>ct'." 8O'"",menl hy Ihe iI11"'><.T"'-)·

entai" ~ KrouP of people who. 'hough ihey
"bvinu<!y w.n' I""""lal pnwer and " ' ",,m,
abo 1uVC"1 he' <:ap.xity In gtJV<'111 In the
im"r.,l, 01 Ihe <:omm"" 1""'l'1e. A broio<kT.
"""'" denlOCla<j' ...-h ld , 'n<:CIU1'all'" the
po-nktpati'''' 01 ordinary people gt..... the
<itiDen . ...l1.iInce 10 m..k" hi. or her V\l;c"

heord In Ihe .fI.i" 01 'he n..tion. But no"" "t
these 00 it> own is sutli<iemlo, lhe rontinu
auon 01 a .ta bk Itlemocflli<) poUtlcal ')"lem.

A romblnation 01 ,h. 100:.. of "' ad",.
poillicton. ..nd ,h. people <ee"" to p,O\-ide ..
ooIutlon to lhe problem 01 til< vl<1oll....yde,

At "'I< rorne, of the 'rlangle one r>e<.>m .
well....pected leader who ...an act .., ..
n.lion.1 unl lylng ,ymOOl, !'I""""''Y kn lhe
""",nd con",r I' . ...lass of~onal

poll'ldan' w!lOS<' Il\k 11 1, 10 both krep lhe
~ of the n.tl"".1 l.adl1 In ...h.rk a.nd 10
speak on bet",lf o f ,h. <1t llenry. AI t il< thkrd
...om....'" ",.d,an!"", and p'~"""10
en.bl.lh. r JU",n ry 10 partidpa1r ",-1lwly ln
lhe affai" of the nall"".

Mo" W,.,tem demOCr-ad<!< a", in I.ICI
"",,-1"'M ""H' IX Ie<; acrording 10 the
..hove prillt1ple'. A monan:h, a. I' Ihe GO.. In
Britain, <H a nallnnal pn'Sldenl "'-1< .. lh .
nominal head of ,"'I" and worIo:.. wi'h a
....l>in<>l ..rrd n.r1<rniJ .....-nbly, Wklhkn th.",
ronidor< of pow...- the'" I' .. ,yst.m of dt....-k,
and hala"'-_ The ""tlnnal head o f "a~
""--,,,JJy ""Iw,,", the approval of a, Ie.t" the
GObi".,. (o r ..hatever fur'" lIU"I""-1u n: ma~
ta ~el , and "'''''''h...... al'" Ih. na tional
a'''''''hly '" equkval,·m, befo", any ma jor
d...... lon. Mot1I< Ia.....

In Sou,h MrlC~ we hilve the r .ump!r of
th. l:Jngdom 01 Kwa.lrJf" ..hkh tta., rai<ed
the q......i"n of ..h<>lh", a "",n.Khy C.n be
a<cornmoda'rd In a d.mOctK)'. I'm "'tX,
1""'I'1e liVIng in Kwalnlu{Nata l, lhe klll~

"'P"-""'TIh ..n eno"nnu, ""'.. 01 na li""al
pride, i""'P'-"-1i.... of h" "'t>tc'<1<' politi<al
. lIegi." ..... It" . unl)' Ihls fact", whklt c.une
into play ..hen Ch ief Buth.io'Zi pul forward

hhdemand> durtng the Nn... p 10 lk
el«tJon. F.nu ,. to .iI«."Otl1modate the !:Jng
would haw had cota<lrophl... ror1"",,,,,nceo
lor dc'mocnry kn th. "'JlIon-.

On....annlll unde...timat e ' h. 'ymbollc
signifICance 01 a powerful head 01 nair, toe
thk' a """"''''hor f'<>"Idenl. who . x.-n1....
",al poUtlcal power and !, al<o kndltl'Ctl~

accounlable I" the , 1....-1"" "'. 11 10 <rften ItrI<
figure wlto provide' the neo>«al)" Iegltlm.k'Y
kH pol;' i...all"<>e""". 10 rontinue, "' .... Ih•
""',,, wi'h ' ho' el...-tlon In K..Ilufu/:>i.taL

How"""", It h ex"'-1I~ in nu, ..... II"" """I
""""l(in;; demnoacie< falt",. PoUticaI
"'gmma<y depend, l<J . Ia' ge extenl on the
will 01 'he "J"""",..... to.K<eP' tha' 'h"", will
be n" Immediate o<J<1al .nd <,<<>no mk
kmp""",,,,en". Few counl"", in Afrj...... Asia.
ea <lem lurop" a nd ~ttn Ameli,·a h.""
pnxh..--.d ...ltarismatk Ie>de" wi'h the ahiUly
to 1""1'" !he poti."e" of 'he " ler:t<Kalt' . nd b'
"nlWl' In the politi'" 01 com e"'","

A' Ihe sam. lime, 1""'''11.... 11<'l!llI rtIa<J' i' not
"ntl",ly dependent on 'h" N llng I"'''Y or
...harl, maU... leoder. bul h.. tv be
Im lllul lon . U>«l. Thi ' ""'y tal.e time. • nd it i'
dtrrlnll,hl. "OIle Ihal thO' p"'.ilYlHly of •
relu rn 10 a dJct.ltonhkp """'Ill"'-

I'l'rltap. w. In Soulh Alrka haw !ramI a
IPw 1.""", ftom Ih......t of the wo'ld. $<"",al
fa<.w"~ weU toe Ihe l<'l!knm."Y oIlh.
n'.... gov.rnmenl: th" 'nelu""" nOlult' o r the
mrtlll.p""Y nrgouatlon, I'''''''''' ..nd at the
gOYelnntrnl of tl.iIllun . 1unkly: lhe I"knc1pl.
o f ""'''''''''' dunng negotl..Uoo,. a prIndple
Ihal wlU aWly In tum to th" governm""l of
nallona! unlty; 'h" clta tl<ma and leil<k" hlp
"yle 01 Pr"'Id,,'"Nel",n Mandl'I>; ..oo lh"
wlllln~n"" oIlhe OIher poln"'al It"""" 10
occepl the d u" 1"""""" of dtmoc~"'-1',

'>!.gnUkamly, Ih. "ruc1utn of g<",.mmen l
., an lew" It'1I...1 Ih. ' p il il uf coo",n"" ..OO
«).;)11<'I.tlon whkh " ""Irtln-d 10"'''aln
democr3<'Y. It i< th" <plrlt ..h ldt h.. 10 be
""n<l."M'" thr . Iertotale .. a ..hoi" . .tnd
particularly I" lllO<e Int 1gmupo whl<h
may f..1IIl.iI' 'hey h lool "'-'I, If .... Wi'" to
p"''''''t an ,uu""n,,, of the ' VlCI" ", cycle'
In Soulh Afrj<. •

VIRan I Willi~"" i . N~li",,",1

I,.,lm " MQ"'W'" ~~ 1J.r«r.
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