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Why the mission to Dakari

searching fo r a non-racial demO(
raey . Third ly, the assistance afford
e d u~ by Madame Minerand clearly
indicates that the Wes t wants to
a~si ~t and that the only on~laugh t

whi ch ex i~h ;~ the onslaught again~t

apan heid , not agains t South
Africa .

But we have also muck a blow
for negolidlion poUtin. tn the
course of the last year , the govern
me nt has mo unte d an intensive
campaign again~t the ANC,depiet
ing :he m as a ter rori st group living
in l usdka with no constituency and
a co mmitme nt to violence at all
cos ts, We have trie d to brea k the
cycle and to point towards the
po sstblllt y of a negotiated settle
ment wh ic h will end the violence
whi ch has become endemic.

Dr, .... Iex Boraine, eXf'Cu tive
director of IDAS.... wilh Mada me
D, M irlerand (wife o f the french
Pre5idem ) at the we lco ming
recept ion in Dak ar.

I...

But we were ab le to e nte r into
~eriou~ disc ussions on many of the
crucia l i ~~ue~ facing South Africa.
And we have d emoostra ted that
decusstcns ca n be co nwccuve. It
is po~sible to meet around a table
with the ,,".NC rather th an o n d
ban lefie ld where there are no
wlnners.

Secondly, we showed that Africa
is open to SOUl h Africans, Black
and White, who have abandoned
a pa rtheid and are ge nu ine ly

•

\

The answe r is tw%ld. Firstly, o ur
initiative arose out of d~p concern
for our country which is so hope
lessly d ivided and the. victim o f
escalating vio lence. At present
the re exists a stale mate. The stale
canno t govern without a sla te of
emergency and all the slate
apparatus which is so visib le in the
total sod e ty. and in the townshi~

in pa rticular . O n th e o the r hand,
the Black majo rity cannot Ove r
Ihro w the state by force.

The second reason why we went
to Dakar ari~ from our experience
in lalking ..... ith leaders of the Black
community and wi th o rganisations
in those o:ommunit ies. II is qu ite
clear lhat the ANC is the largest
single political party in Sou th
Africa. We are co mmitted to the
polities of ne go tiation and as the
national executive of the ANC are
forbidden from returni ng to Sou th
Africa, we arranged to meet with
them in Se ne ga l.

But Don't Yo u Give the ANC C,ed
ibility in Meeting With ThemJ
We met with them because they
have credibility! They have been in
existence for 7S years: they have
mi~~ io n~ in thirty-three coun t rie~;

have met with le ad e rs, foreign sec
reeanes. head~ of state in numerous
couemes, have given e vidence be
fore the Hou~e of Co mmoes and
are gene rally well known in most
pa rts of the world. Furthe rmo re ,
they ca nnot be i ~olated to lu~aka

and l ondon. The ir real base is in
So uth Africa , and thei r ~upport i ~

gro wing. In other words, we met
with them not 10 give them credi 
bility but because they have
c redlbillty.

What Hu e You AchievedJ
We stressed from the o utset that
we were in no position to
negotiate. We have neither the
power no r the manda te to do so.
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and will nol make it e~ §y fo r IDASA
to ~ r r~nge ~n y funher e ncounters
.... ilh the ANC, so th~l l he Slress on
the import.na o f negouauon
r. the, I h~n "iolence m~y sutter.

Third ly, the St~le President
issued • c1e~' ....~ r n ing Ih~t he is
considering CUlling off . 11O\Ie~~
fund ing of 10AY.. This ....ould
~ fft'C1 IDASA's work funcUment. l.
Iy ~nd we should nOl t~ ke this
t hre~t lightly.

In lhe fi~1 .~I~, it is very
diffinoh fOf IOASA Of .ny other
or&lni,,",lion 10 , esis{ S1~le Ktion.
If the iwe is determined to bIod
~ny i nih~ l ives other th~n their
o wn, il hois lhe power 10 do so.

I very moch hope Ih~1 wisdom
....i11 pr~~ i l eod IDASA will be
allowed to continue doing \/IIOf 1r.
....h ich wI' belie..-e is vil ~1 to the
resol Ul ion of I...... e ver .deepen ing
ccorhct in o ur socie lY.

In p~rt icul~" we Intend to e m·
b~ r lr. u pon a m~jor i n l l' rn~l fund 
r~ is i n g camp~i8n in orde r to o ffset
possible prob le ms ~ risi n g from
overseas funding being p rl'''l' nled
by the state. This will not be easy
because 1101' State P,esident 's ove r
whe lming attitude ....ill cle arly in
fluence • lot o f people inside
Soulh Africa who are ~lre~dy ve ry
nervous abcce ris lr.ing the st. te "s
d i.....pprO\l~1. I hope, howe ve r, thoil
those ....bo are rommilled to ~ non
rKi~I , demoa.tic futu re ....ill .... ith·
st.nd the government peessure
. nd willcontinue to supporl initi.·
ti'it'S like those undert~lr.en by
IOASA in its ~ lIl'lT1 p1 to help " "hite
SouIh A/ric.lns, in poo n icubr, to
M"t'1r. • dernocr.ltic ~her~l i\'t' to
the presenl system.

The boird meel ing, in..-olving
the truslees 0/ lOASA, g.ave fu ll
SU pporl lO lhe IOi\SA luff; ~nd il is
en(:ou,.ging 10 know th.t ....e h~"e

lheir fu ll boleking.
In • poI~,ised sociery, where

there is much iUsl'icion, anger ~nd

d istrust , it is "e ry di fficult to
acbieve ~nything o f significance.
Despill' ~ II Ihe forces working
~ 8 ainst ~ COmmilment 10 a peace
ful, secure ~nd just Soulh Afric~ ,

IDASA rem~ i ns firm , We will co n
linul' and we have no doubt lh~l

the re ....ill be m~ny in the total
South Af, ic. n co mmun ily, and
beyond o ur borders, ....100 ill }oin
with us in In;Ilr. ing a ne socie lY
possible.

,unning ipt'Cific projects, ....ilI now
be Dirt'C1or o f Policy ~nd Plolnn ing.

Or. Bor~ i nl' ....olS also authonsed
10 consider Ihe tOl~1 o'g~ni,,", lion .

~ I structure~ n involves other staff
members ~nd 10 ' estt uelure, if
nt'C'Pn~ry, in thl' interests of the
greatest possible efficiency, so Ihal
the ultim~te 1I0~1 of ~ non-racial
democracy can best be sl'r"ed.
Conslderanon of these and othe r
dt'\telopmen lS will be lhl' priml'
focus of 01 i lolff ' esidential week
I'nd d ur ing NO>'l'mber.

i ndu~, fi~dy . the appoin,ment
0 1 .. select committee of Par liol
ment in order 10 e-.llmine the
KtMl~ of IOi\SA~nd other extra
P~rli~menury org~niwtiom.

Whikt ....e know fu ll ....ell thoil
such ~ 't'Iect commillt't' ....i11 be
henily Wt'1ghlt'd in f~vour of the
N~lion<lll ~nd Con!.t'rvui\'t' P~nit'S..
IDASA~ I'IOlhin g to hide and ""'t'

will simply h~'it' 10 hoi ndle ....hoi t·
~er floon from thoit commillt't'.
The 5ute Prt'Wdent~~ko ....~rned
th~t if fun her O~Ir.~r initu ti'it'S ....ith
the ANC are unden~ lr. en .. the state
....ill hoi"e to reconsider gr~ n ting

p.;I~~porU to It.o.oe ....be ~ to par-
ticip.;l ll'. Imp licil in his ~rning ....~s
the possibility of t~ lr.in g ~w~y p.;I§S
pons o f 1100101' who ~Ire~dy hold
them. This is ~ "ery St'rious th reAt
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AT the ' t'C'Pnt oo..rd ~Iing,

consider~tioo w~ gi"en 10
Ihe i l'uetu.1' ~nd org~ni,,", 

tion of IOASA ~ it hiS developed
over the l~ il nine monlhs. It ....ol~
decided 110011 in o rder 10 folcilitoltl'
smoolh running and to de~ rty

idenl ify line management. Dr.
Ale. Bor~jne ....o uld be the sole
Executive Oiteelor 'I'sponsible for
the d~i ly running of IOA5A, in
1l"IllS of ~dmin iSlr~t ion, org~ni§~ ·

lion ~nd conUel with the public
~nd the presi , Or. V~n ZylSI~bben ..
.... ho is heolvily involved wilh thl'
pro motion of IOASA is well as

10 " 5" continues to deal with
the remarkable lrnpact and le
percunion, of the ' Kent Oak..t

initiative. The d~eg"IM who
m ,vl'lIed from South .... ' ric.. under
IO.o.sA'~ "uspiC" have been in
und...eo:! with r~~t' to ' h....!
thei r t'. prr~OCfl with .. very wide
'angl' o f in'~"l g'ou l'lo. In pa r
tirulM. Dr. Sl..bbert ..nd I 1uV1!
t 'aV1!11fll ,.., and wide , meflinS
with s~lI.nd ~rlll' group' ro oct
line the- rl'~m wh~ we Weill to
(hk.., .Ind ,he ~loible ~oefilS

which might flow from such a
mefling. In 11'M'l'.lr. ther~
WI' h" V1! ,eoc;~ ~ been ever
wheolmingly bvour.ble. However,
there " anofhl'l sidl" to il.

The Slall' PJ~denl delivered ..
very lathing au K!< on IOAS" and
on the [Uk., mef' ling whefl he
spoke in P" r1 iol ml'nt recently.
Lt'av,ng n ide the rhe toric, he
mad", ",,"ve r.1 anno uncements
co ncemtng pcsslbte "Clion. These
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