
M.. Lindiwe M abule (IINC chief represem..r;~e in the Nordic count,ies)
with Ms_8", tu r.. M".ekel.. (IINC Seoc,elary for IIfh "mc/ Cultu'e' with
Trudie d f- Ridlk, ..nd e 'f-tM fo . of rhe South 1I(,;",n dl'Il'S.l fion.
h Cl'rpfs f,om MI. fo. 's respon~e to O..h , .lPfW'" on rhis~Sl'.

WHAT d id D~k. r me.." to
mel The richest and ITK)SI
educattve experience of

my lile .lf o ne could live m.ny lives
in o ne week, ' cert..;n ly d id. These
li re Mmlf' o f m y impreuions of the
",",,;ns .nd of prN,Ile convenr
lio ns wilh rN'mOO!i of the culturoll
delqilt ion of the ANC.

M ..ybe wmoe of my col1e<lgue\
won', like being a iled "cullU rOiI
wor Jr.~s". M ..yb@ (Mydo no! f~

the M>ed 10 bKome poirt of
.11....""" ....e .rt ~l ic ltruetures. MOly
be they do no! feel re«ly to
commit I~elo pol itiall,..

M.aybe HKne of lhem do.
As for me. I arne~..y ""ith the

firm ronvietion Ih.., we in SOlnh
Atria will h"ve to come 10 lerlm
with the re..lilin of the w hu, .l
OOyoolI .net unden l.l,nd the
"m o ns behind il. Ibabo Mbe!<i,
B".b.,. M~eJr. r la . nd M"n.,l.
M"nzini put thei r case elcquentjy.

The ANC ~ wlI ,y of people
jumping o nto the a nti-aparthe id
bandwagon to furthe r their indi 
vid ual ca reers. (What Barbara
call ed the " lp i To mbi synd rome").
Th e y r ece i ~e a p peals /r o m
hundreds o f people who wan l
special consid e ratio n lo r (heir
work. The ANC feek that it can nm
~erify the inte gr ity of these indi~i

d uak and that it would be counte r
p,oduC'l i~e to appoint some kind
o f selection commiuee in South
Afrin .
How~er, the ANC after~

agon ised debere , decided to re
oonsideo" ils \.l ance o n the cultu ral
boyCOlt. They Sl reued tNt thisw~

an ongoing debile. It WiS feft that
genuine altem.ltive democrat ic:
st ructures were bei ng IOfmed in
s id e Sou th Afr in " t h ro ug h
struggle .lnd lo.IO'ifi<e" .and that
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" Wh.iff did D.lhr mean to
mel The richest and m ost
educalive ellperience of m y
/.( ..ue.

these st rUdures ~hould flOI be
~Iised. but encour.aged. The
ANC de.lrly .approved of lhe
recenlly fOfmed .llternolt ;"'e \.Iru<:
tures by muskians .lnd _ ilers and
u.ged .adOfS .lnd film makentodo
tbe S.lme. (Simil.l' W U(tu ,es N~e

been fOf med by .l llern.lli~e film
m.lken .and ado rs.)

It see med to me That Ihe ANC
prefe rred to deal with de.lrly
identifi.ab le org" niS.lt ions whose
pohtsca l inte grity had been estab
lishe d . They emp h.lsised the need
fo r broade r based decision milking
and p"r1icip"tion to provide a
democtauc ahernat i ~e 10 the
present elitist structures in the arts.
The altem atlve o rga n isa t io ns
sho uld commit t hemsel ~es to
tr. ining pro grammes to promote
further d emoe::,a tiz.ation,

I un im.llgine the uneniness o f
so me of my colle..gues who might
leel th..t thei' wo rk would only be
..crept..b le if il h..ad amo ng
potincal meswoge, I can o nly
..nswer th"l thO!. wn not the
impression I gMned from the ANe.
B,,' blor" Misekel.l wn emphatic
Ih..t lhey did no! see an in ll"fTnS of
pol itic..1p;lmph ll"!eer ing.

M I see ii, t hO!. does not me..n
th.at all ou, work Ns lo be polit icis
ed, but r.thl"f IN t , rtim ca n m.lIke
.. u lu..ble contribulion to lhe

struggle in thl'ir personal c..p..city.
Ho w does the D.akar experience

.ffeel me and my worH I ha~
been prope lled in .. new d irect ion
..nd m.lIybe I nn find . wid e r . OOi
l' nce which will .ppreciate me for
wh.ll I "m and ,espect my beliefs,
even if the y do nOI nl'«'SS.lrily
agrel' wilh Ihem. V"n Zyl Sbbbert
spoke of our need .as Soulh
Af'ic.l ns to bre..k out o f lhe
coe::OOfl 01 isoLil;on INI Iws been
impmed on IK. I believe !h is
"pplies especWlly 10 " f1ins who
tend 10 isoLi le Ihl'fnSelo.,es in the
belief th.lt th is is nec~ry fOf
c re"Iivity. Noo "ni\.l in South IIfne.
an ..ffOfd the lu. ury 01 " careee
th.lt ignores lhe po~ tic:..1 re.ill iTies
o f aur rounlry: the Slilte 01
Emerge ncy; Ihe tbousaods in de
tention; Ihe mu rder of adivislS by
dl'. th sq u.lld s; Ihe incre..singly
sinister press curbs .nd .11 other
impediments to l reedo m o f e.
p ressio n. AC'lo rs, who are visib le
peo ple in o ur soe::ie ty must spe..k
OUI againsl ther.e abuses, as they
could be • powerfu l influe nce for
cha nge.

Barb..ra Masekela emphil§;sed
the impofl. n«' o f wo me n in "
fut url' Sou th IIfrica and the need
to c h..nge the he arts and minds of
South African women, The y m~1

be e ncour..ged to bre ak out of
Iheir domeslic bondage ..nd pliiy
an ..d ive ~rt in the deslinyoI lheir
c o untry. Whi te Sou th Afne.n
women should consider u re fu lly
the implic:" lions oI lhei r h usb.iinds
..nd sons d oing duly in the town
ships,

We h.id come a long w..y to find
something so dose 10 home. It
seemed tN t I h.Id TO journey to
Africa, to feel first-hii nd the impKl
o f Ihe bilnner ca , ried by the young
children in Qu.ilgildougou: " Apart ·
he;d is " uime . g.J inst hU m.ilnity."
Thl' obKenilY01 a~f1hl'id .nd Ihe
s1..ve Ir"de we,e ineu ria bfy
linked in my mind afte r a visit to
Goree isbnd. Thl' words of Ou
Bois's poem c" rried " special sig
nificance. I wu moved to tl'. rs
when. young Ch. n. i.n re..d Ihe
fin.1 words o f this poem by the
bl. ck Ame ri can write r who spent
h is lut years in Ch.n,, :

" I fe lt the blazi ng glory of the
sun ;

I hea rd the so ng o f child re n
c' ying " h eel"

I !H1W Ihe f"ce of freedom , , ,
...nd I d ied - "

•


