
VIOLENCE -

CISKEI: a cauldron of
continuing conflict

From Seplember H 10 tho
Iirsl w."k of (kl"be, it
da imed OH r WO inci.
dents ind ud ing ars on,
s hoot ings. a"ault , .
murder, handg .e nad~

attacks and sabotage Iwd
Idlen pia",. 11 also I\'COrd<'d that 61 ht>use!
belongin g to C DF members had been
d,,,tnryl'd by fi",

Tne Afri,an Democrali, Mov"","nt ha,
reporled 55 altacks on ils memhcn. and "'p"

porters uf the government sj"", July
The ANC has nol rome up with a 'pecific

figure lor attacks on its memb.>rs saying lho
allads are 100 numerous to docum ent.
Seores h.ve b."n repo,led to the medIa.
how....."'. the CDF says there ha'", be<:n I....
Ih.n 20 . ttac h On ANC membe rs from
September 10 O'lobe•. According to the
ANC/SACPIC",", lu allian«' mor" than thai
have hovn "'ported in. single day.

Howev.r, like the violcnc.... on the Reel and
in N~la/. the coolliet in (i,kj is fast dege"'-""
.ting into a statisticol COIInl 01de.d and 01
lhe millions or rands da mage , . used to

pn'pertJ'.
~ot being .dd"-,,,",-'<l are the root , . u.... LlI

the ,..>Ie"",. At an Ida.. conleren<... on vic>

len", held shortly bd ore lhe Bisho """,,'"'cre.
a broad rang. 01 organisations in the rej\ion
were virtu.lIy unanimous (with lhe e" cp
lion of lhe Ciskei go ,·emment.nd lhe ADM!
in ido>ntifying Brig Gq""." as • ky factor in
th e vinlen"" Th ey , ailed for hi, remo v. l
Irom power .nd the introd oClion of an
interim admlniSlration in the homeland

However, according 10 Brig C~01.O ' ~

ADM, • key (au"," of the violence Is tho
ANCs "marxist theory of increa,ing human
sufferi ng suf/i, iently unli l prople rise up
and prot...t against I~.. govemmenl of Ih.
dav ..."

Brig C~ozo h...ttempted to d r ive .
wedge . mong the largely ANC , upporh nj;
I'0pulati<m. An io.,trument in lnis str, tegy is
Ihe ADM - launched on the back of the vil~

lied headman . y" em and Silld tu~t
"the oilen! majority" - whICh was inl<mdcd
to replace Ihe ANC- . lIgncd residen u '
.ssociations.

'By now the snowball of
violence is well mid

troly rolling'

Ciskei was th.1 "we h.ve had enough - .
This apparently, was al.., tM .Htrude of

Br ig Gqozo , Following an in ddent-free
"",n:h of some 70 OOJ p""ple On Bi,ho, Brig
Gqozo issuro • warning to A~C Presidenl
Nelson Mandela saying if Ihe ANC wanled a
sl1uwd"" " il wou ld gt'Ione.

Mlhe same lime II...re was an i"""",.. in
reports of S<'<"Urity for<\' assault, on commu
nitie. in the main urb.n .reas of C l, kei _
Mdanlsa n., Z welib h. (o uh id e ICin g
William' s To",,), Ali, " . nd Dimbaz• .

Acrording 10 '-"po,ts. lhe atlacks m"nly
involved members ol lhe Cishi Defence
F()l"('f' (CDF) and usually followed incidenl>l
of.""",o,

Lale in August the ANC suoceeded in .n
utg<'nt Supreme Court .pplication to ....tr.in
member.; 0/ the secunty fore"" from .ssault
ing cililen<. Dut reports of the . lt3Cl.<conlin

"oJ
In aP!"",nl "'Prisals, ."",n .Ilacks on the

hom e. of ,ecurity force membe" . 1'0

'"""

Up unhllhi.. stage, casualti", in lhe ro n
lid were relatively few and ual'l"'<"'Cd that
lhe I<cy foul points 01 the conllkt w......, on
the olle hand . lhe de<truetion of government
rrop<' rty and un the other, the harra..menl
ol ciliA" s

The Dis ho maS" Cre in September tti g
~~red .n e,plosion in the conllk !. In the
.......h f"llowin~ lh e m."sa"e a lmo~l as
many peopl e were . eported killed in vio
1<'flet> a' had di<'d in the Di.h" sl\oolings.

The (i._lei [)c/e"", Force ai,,, d"im<'d a
hu ~e , u rge in · u n""l re laled " ind denl' ,

Tile Bisho massacre hl(:u sed the eyn 01 tha world on
l lle Ciskei homela nd, its relations with Pretoria al"lCl the
aspirations 01 t ile ANC In tile region, but what are the
roots of the conllict ? ANDREW TRENCH examines
some of the factors at play.

T::E confl ict in the
re gion ....ntially
revol ve. around

all.mph by Brigad ier
Ou ra Gqozo to de,troy
lh. A/rican Nationa l
COlI!,:"";' in the lIomO'land
and attempts by the ANC 10 resisllhe move.

Violence • •ca la l<.><l follow;ng lhe Bisho

massaen' of St>ptr mboir 7 in wh ich 29 weI\'
killed and 200 injul'<'d . How",'.r, Ihi, wa,
MI the 'p"rk for vi<>lrn<e: it was the ""m""i,
o! a period ill ro nfHct ....kkk, ~.uS/." of it,
low profile grassroots origi n" had bel-nkepi
out of tile pubUc eye,

The monlhs leading up to lht> Bisllo mas
sacre were markO"d by a S<'<'Urily r""", ,rack
down on lhe political activi ti"" <>I 1M ANC
and its aHies in Cid,.i. For Ihe ANC the
homeldl,d effectively be<.ame. "n<>-go" zone
a, ",<"eliog after m......ting, and march after
march we", fo""".bly di.peN:<! by hom~

land S<'(\Inty force;,
It is from this climate of repression that

the ",ollie! h.Is ""'erge.;!.
The depth 01 popu lar opposil ion tn lhe

slale ,,",kdown was illustrat<'d clearly on
Augusl 3 in MdanlSane, t~.· bigg"'l lown
ship in Ihe region, when without warning..
«'CUnty km.... began learga.>o;ing a crowd 0/
t~ousands gat hered at Edgerton s"lion 10
commemora le the dea ths of t~ose kil1<'d by
the Q;kei police during the bus boycott 01
t~e mid-19~

The reaction to the leaq;a,sing was swill
and violent. Run ning battles bctwecn cili
~ and milil/ll)' r.lged lor hours as g"vt'fl\
menl buildings we... sct abla... ca,,"ing mil
lions of rands damage

AugtJ-<13 was a turning poi nt. Following
that day tncid,.,,\!; of a,-sun, taq;etling g"v
ffnmo>nl building" hom!'jl " f g,w er nmenl
supportm, of headmen or 01 those belong
ing 10 Brigadier Gqom's African o.mmcratic
Movement, spread tllr"ughuut III" 1I0m,,
land.

Days allt>r the August 3 battle, five police
men wen' gunn<'d down in Mdantsan<', No
one claimed responsibilty, how"ver. senior
A1\C regional offidals privat"ly conet>dro
Ihal il was not unlik"ly that "Iemenls in the
community had slruck bad. The f{'('ling in



WIoi"' "", lrip.o ' tn••U..ftC'l' <!," mf'd !(J

....... flO ptublcdi with W poIibQl Of'r'J'"i
bOIl pmed by 1M AIN. his i lll'l<JlJ/O<ftll

th"t rnid.nh ' ".......,;. li" "~ ... r. ' " t>o.
omoppt'd Io ....k way lor lht hNJ""", was
'ftn 0$ an onrmpllo "'Iu. , h community
"ruetu.... in the hom..l."d .nJ •• an
"'empl lo en,.,• • fal... ron"mueney from
wl\irh Brig Gqoro OOlIld lOl\il,ml>(' his po&>-

"'"In oddiliun I""'" .... opJU<_ 10effort>
by 1M ADM \0~~. "P<'Ol'lly ,....
tldrrly. into _ o;plUl!\ iN hNdlNn fJo
which kN f"<"'N '" ~.~ for c.vrrur-
_ ....t "...._. un6n tho '"P ol lorrnrr
....aidto. 1or I..iW' Lao- s.tor

A _ 01 olM"",,1> ..... IN f"P"f'le 10
idmIify r-",.,'. "-:I UI ,Iww """,e mel
tt"".i<Jie ...~~ Ilw ""P"'-
~ l.unch '" ,"" ADM and U.. ....mrro-

dortion 0/ tht l>eadmo>n 0)">1''''' Loll' Lo"t y. ...
~t'd with an .....,"'''''' .""nng 01 relo
lion, btiwl'lm th. brigad,... and ,organi"".
tir;,.., in lh....... ,

II aIoo «>IrOded ,,; th ,"" IJ'Pt'l ranrt' 01 •
South Atncu D.1~ Ftlru-linh d rovert
IlniI kllOWn nlntnnotioNJ R-. rd>om 
Ci<kti I-U~""", 5rmM. Mod.. ;..,.~
'""'" in rhr np.n~ ....,1M wo, 
oriIidt w.. d..twdN~ I"""'" dtodo--

VIOLENCE

Ml"'" _ b.d nkn...... inllUftlC'O' O~1Pf Brig
~ and ..~ iMtJu",..,1.OI ill idmlitying
· th....t>· 10 his posilioll~Iy~

NIm& hom lht A." C and from T..D!'k\.
Tho m~leI" ......,... to !'- ",",*I$ with

a (J';l(Wown "" ,"" AN(' . ne! ,.... organ~
li"'';1 deI;",n! _pan'" aJ'f'ftrN It! g1 ......
dl'flO' to lR.(]S throryof th• •ANC my".

'How w ill the bitt"nu"u and
allEr, of proplr l'l'l'T be
sttmmtd in a rlimatt

of rrtriblltioJl'

SlgnlfK.ntl~ IIl:-CIS w•• d l>bo ndN !oI
lowing. ~lSlt 10 th, hom,lond by SADF
du.... Goon...... 1 ""1 LirbrnbufJI.nd. _ ior
fomgn , ff, i", offitiaL It would,.,...., Ihe f1"V

el.lioM , b"01 1R.clS's ....1i~i lR h.<d bl'come
an "",b.,."-..rnrnt ttl the South Afric. n goy.

""''''''''l.ltcl..lV ",,,,,,,,,,, ..ithin C.i>bl'. oUt<' seru-

nlJ cuuncil """" also~ t""l IIv id....
10 rom..n '1 'f'OS'- _ t lou.... A"-'C
in~w. bon! in .......... 1.0. in 1lIIIO.

It .pPN'" Ih.t Iht sualfgy~~ 01

Pr, ton . ·, tr.ditionl
"dMde arid rulr policy"_10

PT""'I IIv IIniIK.liOI' 01
Tr....ui . 1Id Ci.V.ft inlO •

""""'"~ ...--
NOl, worth y too ,.

P.,.lor,. ' , .,.lu(l.o( , 10
bring tlv 8ri~".. llfId,..
rontrold.o.pll' lhe linannal
leverage II C' n u""rdse,
(In 1'191 ,h, S"u th Afrk'n
go vernment contributed
nra rly 10 pr rc, nt o t
QsUj·, budgrt.l

Pret....... . 1... ha> ....I' n·
.."" rontn>I wilhm 1M'lP".
ern...,.,,1 wtt h . 1........ .wo
5«OIIdtd otfonak~
in lh, ho l.nd . Thi ,
rriuctllKI' thr imJJw-

d .."" bf I'l'rtma 10
dftmd ling Cqozo 1olIow-
i n ~ th, 8i,ho shooti ngs,

""lIKes! t"" N.tional P.rty
gov, rn m. nt wi,he, to
r, t. in Brig Gqozo in il.
camp, .t l. ..t until .fler
l h, fir. t ore n elections,
,ilh. 10 I.>fm p.rt of it,
"mod..r.t, " . ll ian ... o.
10 fn.t>.lTaI, I"" OIpn;";ng
u pacity oj Ih,
A N C I S A C PI Co U l 1I

~ in Iht trgJOfI-
Itow......... IInliJ 8~ Gqo.zo is ",_rd

from f"""'". or'" Iht .....,. ..... foot-od info A

""""' nn:ila"'"Y~ with Iht .u...1KI'_
il IS . lmo, 1 «flat n th., vi"I....... in Ih,
rogl"" w,1f IlOl rome to ..., rnd in the ""n
tutu""

NO! only a", I""'" no rff.....1i~. peACe Slmc:_
hJ_ In place - lI,e Ct.kl'i g"~..,,,mt1'lt wtlh·
dft'W In"" the regional p<'a«' c",,,mitt,,,, •• , _

lifT lhif. """1' - but by "" ... I"" .........'b.olI 01
,....",... . .....u ond truly rolling

£..... if~ 0J>Nn' dH/" ........ brokrr<ld
....... u.... huge- IN; oIl1'CUnl11ing lhr5<' ""
rotn" "'Nbft - A~,k whkh mw.t.1so boP
~ .... u....1lerf ANi in NtIl - would
obII ... . t-L

H.-- wiD rommunllios~ tIw~
rnrn . nd soldioon ...ho haw .ll«bd thrm
. nd how w1Il thr poln "'"P""d 10 ..............

" ill '" which h. ~, .~jo'-c lrd And t. rgett....:!
thPrn? How will tItr bll......... . nd 'ng<"! at
P'-"'plr ....... 1:0: s1rmmO'\i in • d imare of 1l'I1i
billion?

M•• n...hif~_ o ne c. n I>nly qu..,tion Ih.
bona~ of those who ka"" the "'pacify 10

.un 1M po.a<emil 1\'OYIriI..- p""""',l"'l
d«lirw It>dt> ....

..._ r_ Io. Iaoou-Iio< __Doolloo
00.."' 10>~I-.


