
ANALYSIS -

'Slogans don't kill'
A number 01 slogans used by polit ical leaders in recent months have caused
strong reec ncos in the media and among sectors of the public. UCT political scien
tist JEREMY SEEKINGS is sceptical about ttle emphasis placed on Ihe issue,
however. He spoke to SUE VALENTINE.

But JntS,,' t the meJi" "I tention. (oupleJ
,,~th the continued. ,,1"'0. 1JeljlttNte 11<0 of
th, llegan. gi"" lhri r ''Olrttnl !f'tol" "'....n_
ing?

1 wuuldn 't Ioo:>k SO much at the hteral con·
tent of tlte . logan as at wha t the slogan is

The other thin~ ;., that then- is a pr«<'Ption
that farmers ...... Ior the most p.rt. comba t·
an", And if.. prrreplion that is born <nit in
reali ty - re me mbe r th e la nd mines in the
Northern Transvaal ?The'" is a real bas;" for
S<'<"ing farme'" in tb.- areas as combatants.

HOC""lUll ..........

saying. Slogans are bydef·
inition symbolic and what
the slogan is ""y;"g is th.1
vi"lmce play,. part in tht
sltategl-'_

This is . point which I'd
raise as a limit to Ihe
whole fOCll5 00 slogans, In
t"wn shi p ' you· .... n"t
going to find many peoplt
who d'll\'t believe thAt vio
lence i.n·t plIrt "f a .trat·
"8)'. and the reason is lh.>t
vi"len ce is an everyday
feature Pi liIe, Given the
c"mplete ina dequacy of
the security fo""-'" in ll'nI\l;

"I day -to-day p"licing.
defe nsive forms o f ~ io

lence arr .-ery wid .ly
sanctioned, In "ther
words. defensi", form!; of
viok>nce are """" a. 00...,..
.ive and ""p"nsible and
all the rest of it. not simply
as nut-of..:untrol.

Thar . an issoe wh ich
l'm su ... is endl"",ly di!<
cussed and dehated and
g" ..iped ah"ut In town
ships, Btlt if Peter M" kaba
stands up .t a funer.l in
rhembi•• and say• • ~ io

lence is part Pi us.nd ir s
something we h.". to lake
se riously and engage in.
h.·s aCluaUy just e. p.........
ing a .... lity. U's a re. lily
"n th e grPund . )o. t a,

much a reality a. the multi-party talks .1
KE'nIptonParI<.

There are lWo .....pon....... to this situation 1
suppose. The fiT5t i!< that evm if it is a ...al
ily. Mokaha shouldn't say ""y!hing about it
and should ignore the reality th.t IS the",
Th.r. wha t th. media .....m to want. The
.econd invoh'" . s king whethe r tailing
abou t it and \I.ing siogaM in ",me ..,0..,
sanction. or perpetuates cycles of violence?

Now ['m qu ite sceptica l about th at
Sl"gallll "" theirnwn don'l kill people. DlheT
thing. do_The quest;"" is do slogans muS<'

M OST OF lh~ di. "
roSSlon in n~w..
p 'p~ rs about

"",olio",1 . Iogom .....m to
miss a whole Jot of points.
510ga"" a", .ymbolic and
shouldn't be "'ad literaUy_

Probably th~ m<»;\ <:Un·
trover%ll .logan. are "Kill
the boer. kill the farmer "
and "One w ltler. OM bul·
let", As for ., I can "",.U,
· One ...Uler, one bullet"
did not h..e any culT<'l\Cy
during IlIO' 1980s in Un,tro
Democratic Fronl s truc
ture. , but s logaM abou t
t>oo:I'5 certainly did

rdem', know WMI'l' thry
or iginate<!, but J imagine
they came oul of the f",...
dom songs 0/ the 1950s ond
1960s and w. ... giv,,". blg
boost by the whole ••peri
.nce 01 Alri......ns in 1976.
Thil pa rticul ar s log~ n.

" Kill th e boer, kill the
farmer ". a. with most , 10
~an, a nd most freed om
SOll..,.. S<'E'1fL'i to me to be at
.uch a .ymoolic le"el that
to try read it litera lly is
~.

TIm w., a big debate in
the Delma. tre.."n tria l
(J9B5-89) and olher trial•.
n.. ,"late was IT)1ng to My
there w~s a consp iracy. 'Vio/mer <lm't . Iu",.vs '" l road 10 partio<l. r sloga"" or

buu "",d<,.
between th. UDf leader·
. hip and the ANC which WAS (ausing the
violence ;" the Vaal Triangle and . I"""'he....,
but it was unable to sh<,w any C<Jn<1rtt." con·
lll.'(!ions, And 51) the ,lau.·s caS<' ended up
....voiving around . Iogan•. fr...dom ",ng'
and .peeches to ..., if they Included A~C

message;. and "" on
The ;"lriguing thing about "J(jll the boer.

kill tlte farmer" is tha t if s tra nslated into
English and the transi.tion ;" what mako!!; it
inw.....ling. h doesn't ju, t loco. on "~.

.nd the associatiuns that term ha' with the
, tate. but it . lso names f.rm..,; specifically.

•



' Large " arts of Sou th Africa are in a semi-war
situation, The meaning of liberalism and
tolerance in tha t context is very different

from an ideal sense'

Fear is
blinding us

;''' ;and 1NJIiv.... IIwm 10 ........ny mg.I!I""

I
~......."" ~ I wouIJ t.. ,~ ousprilUS ;and

thM~ '" tact do lu "
WIo.oI roo IIft'd 10 torus .... I.... """" ...

d.y·ln-d.y dpumin in .. h>eh If-
Fd~. ""'IO.nd ... on .... ~t.. I<'g,~; "g
I"""'" thor "'.l" tlwy'b~ _....n.f"'.
~ Ilw "'.y ho!ul d-u.n .....otn~

how Ih..y·lI protf'C1 th...,. ....lvn 0'
o-w..
Wh.o t h.pF""".' fuorr.l, ~ In """"'.

~jJf'Clion 01 .. h• • i~ h.p.....nl ng o n Ib
ground ,h.... cont" bl,a to. y f.ctor Th• •
_ 1c:I b.o my g--. .nYw. y n... only "'.y
10 ...... lIy .f'll """,1.;1 l'f' ." undnto k.. """'..
""'Y d<wIt>d ml<Tt> .tIldy.

Bo t . , Ih.. "" )J"..,,•. u rr. ,,,ly i" Ih, W,.t"."
C. ,.., il lO'O. ld "" '" Ih. , . I,,! "n. .... I>..i"X.....".0•.;",/1,. " I'fflpl" J ,<r;""J. Propl..
.... ,h. ,,'i,,~ Ib, ,,,u d . ' ';''K" " Ih..... ,

I'd h."", """" pn>l>I"m~ wilh. ,Iog.>n ilk..
"One ~I.... """ bull..•• ,hon "Klll lh<- ho;>o,t.
kill th.. f.'m...• Nc.u,.. Ih, ,~,,,,t><,li"'" In
I~ .101\'" i~ Vtry d,f f,l'tn ' . C..rr. inlv I'd
~ . ",,"'k-m wil"- I"'lit;.-. I~ USlnl\
that sJngan hoor. u... if '~ "'YIn/:t""l m~' r" lin·
cal l"'nv .. goinl\ 10 rondo...... em.ln ..........
<II action whidl lolkow on /nom Ihl'-

In Ilwe- <II tht PAC, I"d ...v th.ollht .....
0I11w~n "OM ",,"I..,. .,,;.. loulln" "y
poIib<.lf ............ ,..u..... proNblv fa. ......
iInporUnI th.on ttw tact IN!, on • dav~
"'"'"" PAC mog 10 foIIown.,. in
5t& fI(>f 'n~.... "g" v....d .nd
IlIb &Clio"". This is roottd in II\c- PAC.
~0I1ht~

II ",.nllO kno.. whY PAC-.ht;t'<'d
,.... ~ ",M ... trrmI; to 9> in1D
_ h,ps. I don'l Ih,nk ir........"'" PAC
l<Itdf'n """'Ih -on.. wftl.,-• .,.... loulln". I
think it'. h.auw Iht PAC . rtinllitn .......
d ,II. ' lruggl.. ." willch "l<JIf'ncf' play••n
~I"'n.

Th, A~C .. iew of t ~...IIU /:s le, while
1IlIb~ .....~ l<> Urv .o<ronIing In

diffm>nl pans 01 t.... A"C '" dlf/m-nl pa~
oI lhr "KI"h')". In lI""<'I.1il "".~ ' >fOe ,n
whleh mon li ,v h•• 1>...." tr eogni' r d in
. 1"'001 Ch' i'l i"". t><'utgtoi' t.., .... . if you
wont to> 1""1 illh., t ...~y. I, ~.tl . mud, dt'<'F"'"
hoId . nd I lhinl tll.l' Is. l ,,- .... '\011 why II
pmn"'.... t h fl", ~h to tlw A"C "'rron NoS<',

You e.n U1l .. . ""'..... """mr~ "' ""'nl.....

.......pIt ,,'Iudo IS~iIIu<.tr.~ _ whdl l$

lIwlnu lha f......:lo", rarty, I" ki th. g"""
around .Il lhr 11",0' ","'pl."ung Ih.1 i1
d.......'1 u... t....... vlrious ~'" and t""l
it '•• .-ny upn!>"-ll"'rty - . nd " dnrsto'l '
tIog. "•. BUI il \'Otl w."1 • •ingle a loe oi
wtwr. • robnr.aI party .... !'Wft ___
1. 1 in fo",nu", , ',ol..ncr ........u1l 01
.."h.Jf . twn W1d.t raa-;and '"1I_tp. 1
wculd IJ'ltU" .h.ot il W&\ w..... the lFP trWd
lO ...pond ito ""PJ"'" bo... . nd "'Y""" on
lhe Rf'I'I hum ",od·I QOlO Thrno w... gm>'
do>.lI ol ,ioIfrlao.

In Ju n Jul,. Aug" .. 19'1O th .
..hole 01 , . ll," . nd .11 "U,,,,t""'" w ",,~ IS "'. os I' .
Ilut th.. 1fT' ... Id IWO Ihin~. f ,rslly. ,l lold
' Up!",'I.." th..y h. d ptntnc... o j be ing
o, t,.ri.,d 0>1 intimid d in Ih.. p, sl .
SrrunJly. II Nsk. lly ...id th. t lho- A"JC . nd
its .1I1es w....... '>Ill to g<1 y"u dod un l,,,,, you
did M,m. thing dt...,ul It. ' hiog. wou ld go
f'um bad 10 wm....

Tll.l t w••••I"tmrnt, . " '1II1v, ,, "f Ihe
";ludti"n. ""' . "''I':on. T'Ilo dll\'<1 ull ...'"
IIl.lI when "",>pit In..... IFf' t. 11 1back
Ie" ... ............ Ihry NrricoJf'd them in
. nd 'la'tN . I. u ghle, ing .,,)·"OOy whn
..·......'I . n InLolh.o ""rron'l'T, ~"w lhal'> .
f'Il"'f' ....mplo- 01 t.... w.y .,. whicto ......Jy.t.
.nd .rgu-. wludo_~ WIth the "'ar
III ...hir!l l.... "'1,ul". _ I.... wor1d ,""v

WIV. '"'" in (lrftQIft c-. mum """"' dMw'r
_ th.on~t&~ All 01 cuntnl.

r", ...... that iI y"" .....-.kN .tllur ....rnpIr.
..... ,'ioionrl- trr wh<ln. "",,'d find. "mi
Lal Ihing "'leINtir \iolnIc.. f'Ifl'C'l••ltd
/n;Jrn..... 01_~ and , .....<vb.
hul ..hirh you <uuldn'llTl<? 10 I"'mruLa.
~ 01l poltlr!JJ.oJ huu.....d..

00 "'. I.,,,l ,• • , .,... /. 10J.., " " "{I...
ip"'-' ,, / "" «1<11"" "..... d ""v.'
mp"."""N ,..., "fin , "./ " ...
~ is~"i""'~ n...,. "nro l .. ,..Ii/k ll "'• •
,U,,, h , Ih..... i . u " '.w.i. Df
, hl.,i"Xc""""imlJ'" "'. t.~ ~

I thIn k ' h....... . rn>b ,em In thO' mid·
1'IIDs tt.:- who w"ulJ h..... twn d",,"bod
a. ~"uth. who h. d • pen(k. nl tn . d i....1
",ii"n ..."uld ""W und"f<l""d ,h" Kfl<m In
"'.Y' d •• wn tfilm th,IiI>e•• U"n " niggle,

10 Poge Jl

Danish student Hencik

Poulsen g ives his l i" 1

iq)l"9SSIOIlS of South Atnca

I ARRIVED In Soulh Afnc.I e. r1y m
~beI. "". brighl .unny diy.
Flo", "'y w,.dow i" th.. pl .".. I

couIc:I_ ttw ""'" fiolds.nd dwartm!..
he .......n...i,.. .lOUnd C.pe Town• • nd
"'y "'pe<UIIO\'l' .boo.I t "'1 liv...........th
....~ llIit'Mihni I h.od • fwling 01 conung
to . cou ntl)' . 1 ......<1' w'lh it...U. ........
!hough I u..... W I it WI< nof _

But .I........y in I.....''1'"'' th.ol I....-ling
d,"'pre'nod . Tlw "f'!)' fiN " ..... I .....
tnld w.~ Ih'l. whll.. w""",n h...J I>t'<'n
kilW in the Ie,.."....,p IIw d.~· bri,.....

I d Id "'.. L'I<o mu<h ft(ll lff', t ,ho ~"'"

r.rc, u>el lno '" th. 1Snul~ AI.i," Wd •
e,pe. ;"n<inll . ~'I " f vinl,n", But .fll"
on l ~ d I, ... h"'l .. I 10••• Im" . t l •• n. ·
fnrm...J intn . n..,..ou. wnx l , All tlor
...h,I... 1""" ........ W1lioll . hout tho mu,·
d... w" h f...r '" 'h.-i. v,*"" h ..-yb<>d y
...........J lu boo In . h""k, U,... tlwl d.y I
...... ............1"" "<>I)' .roul ,he murd...
t""t 10.>1-. up th"", full pagl'S. Si.............
the~ . nd In.od;quoW """",,,P'"

"1""""'l\ ....~ """01 tIw """" lIri
ut>,,& 1Op«ts oI ....ng ,n S<1ulh Afr-i<:.a
Solnf't'ow> I hi" e. f....llng of knoWIng
..............t Soulh Afnut /n;Jrn mading !he

""""' ............
I tfur>k I "" what rould h- ....lled cui

"'"' ,Ikd I c...'If' /n;Jrn t\rJun&R.. • ''8)0\
,.."~ oou"lry' Y<III dun't "",.. 10
.....,..,..,. .!>uut ..."""' you go. • nd u~
you . ... . ..-..on you c. " Ik .1".....
.......n.t nigh t. ~ow .udd lr I t""nd
mvvll w.-imn, .1I 1he ""'" w....... it
..... oaf.- 10 p', I a1...~ t Iotit lhrft
{If lour F"""J'lf' iI it ...,..1c:I bo "'.

For • while t nwonl I did nof go. ny--
wh...... bl,al n I .... f" ed by I"",",
n ou nd m.. to g" t" m" ";n...co ,."
. .... ' Tod.y I "'Y<' al.....ry "",,,,,,td ......
.... 1 t"-I ng. I w.nltd 10 achieve; I h.ve
1>....... ,m • •hun ....it tn""'II' of tlll' town
.h,p' .od 1. lttond.,.J . n ANC ""'"' """,t·

Ing In EI" ... R,v.... So w , WdV one c."

To Pq 22
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Slogans don't kill
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.nd would ha" ~ t><-en on",ufag~d by Ih.
ANC during thai lime t" pll r>Ue the aim "f
lI\iI\jn~ town,h,~ ungov~rnable.

The'" wa, ,, 'me c"'ar Iinlage !>.tw""n lib-
. ..!!on , Ifuggle and d i....cl rna" act IO n
N''''', h,""ewr, Ihe grouf'S engaging in "",..,
Iction no I"ngof have I moral feference
p<'inl, Things a", much I..., pTNklable ~

whether you' re looking al un",.,.,.iIVcam
p,,,.,s nr whoth," V\'u ·... h,king at wIK..w.
ITI to..."",h,!""

This is a cau"," of C"nc...-n. Whal ~uu do
lbool il i!Ianod,..r "'....,lit"'.But Ilhink thai
"",king a Ng song ~od dance aboul r ..ter
Mokal>a and "Kililhe h<l\'f, kililhe fanner" I.<
blaming th~ m....,...n g~ r for Ih.. m.." age.
Ultimately Ihefe Me much m,lre fund",
menlal lhing, whIch arr g"ing 10 have h1

'ha'W' hero'" trw, p,."bk..-n OIn be addressed ,
Thi> brin!\, <lilt' hack I" whal a", Ih. "",lIT

ca~ of \'iol.""", in l"w,,-,hirs? Th. maln
cause of v~,Ienc. in t' TWn,n ij-" isn'l tne f.rt
lhal you have kade sloga n....ring on ,>ee.'
MO"''' 11wn- a", ,lin f....'1",.,. and some of
I"",,", faru,... a"'"' Ig",ng tuchangewry fa>!

One Ihing b a P"'""!u,,ile: I"-"'r 1e often
..y IhlS and II ,""und,. bit In le and elIchi'<!,
bul h.>dng " ,me ki nd "f d.moc.-.tic, "'1'''''
~'Tl tative d"'I"',,-"' lum i!. .<1""l1y a f'l"""lU!'
~ite for inlrouucing re..o nanle law anu
ord... ~ fur mu'" 'labl. daily Ii",s in town·
>hi rs . nd el""w ~e....

The im!",rtan l I~ing to bear in mind i,
I

frame toward, ber baby, lying on lhe n", 'r of
h~r "n~-momN , b•.,k, bottom ril\bl. T~c
b.>.by sta"" oul at Ih~ vie....... completing.
triangle which indud... Ihe viewe,. A Ie,,"
b,,'ic <:<",l lng impl"",enl' 'pa,...,ly o.:cupy
the ba'" ,pa,.. in whk h tllry live,

M' gub.>ne ~., m,ny . 1"'''I'lhs ., • ph".
lographer. Hi, su,taioN commilmenl and
courage anu also his ul>iqu itou. pre;ence
hav~ ...,u lt..'<l in a l'l'Cord ollhe mumenl.
I~at auu ur 10 a hlSlory of a country. My
la,tillg imp""-""ion ul lhe photograph_ ill th..
book is 01 sl.....glh •.:companied by palh".
and mi""1" it is. fil led wUh portr.i15 nf "",.;
OIl. w"m"" - little joy or frivolity 'Pr"" "" in
th.... pag... ,

The image. are rlaced '01 cool..t
wilhin a brief historica l . ceouol wr ,llen
b~ Carol Lazar. It rel.le. the poli lical
role 01 "'>men ovrr the f"'riod ,t,,-ting witn
tbe formation of the ANC Women', Le.gue
in IQ43. and i""lud'" Ihe p""",nal h" 'ori....
01 rromineol wnmen . <Ii vi,t; .•ilualing
t~.i ,. . tori..,; in th~ broader ,;" cio-political
Cont..1 up unl il I ~e e..'ip' long massa"re
In June 1'l'J2. A rather dep. ... . inj\ cund u-

-

th.t Ihe....... large paris 01 Sout~ Africa
whicn 10 . ll,n lenls and purpo..... . ,.. in a
"'mi-war siluali" n. The meaning of lil"..tal
;,m and Ihe m~.nlng of tol,'r.nce in Ih.1
mme,1 i> wry dilll'l'l'flt from an id",,1"",-,",.

If we .... lIy wanl ln Mvemuch impact. we
nM to If.nsfonn Ih. slrucrural """m.mls
Ihat are holdiog u, bM l . The.e • •e Iwu
whkn .... reac~.h1<> targets, The first is Irv'
ing tn ,""U'" uemocratk furm< of rep......~.
Lih"" '" th.>l thrnc. ... legitimate "'f""""I'la·
live, in are.. 10 whom o n~ c.o vnice
griev.1I«'S and so on, Democralic local and
central gowrn m.nllS • p"'",," ;'lle,

The second IS Iro nsforming thuse ,Iruc·
lu""s '01 inslitlllioo.l ,o,jell' "" h ich are
....ponsibl. lor policing. Thi' milt~t me.o
Iransiormlllg the Sou t~ African Poliro ,IT
South Afric.n Dcfen"e For..-e, or il migM
m.an Irying 10 builu alterna tive Iypes of
struclU"'S,

The... a... al",' Issue; of p<dilic.1 e<!ucau" n.
I'm in "" doubl th.t vcr; l.1'1\e numbers 01
Soulh Mricaru; h"'e a .'i.w 01 Soulh Afric.
which i. very much ueri.'ed m,m Iheir par·
ticular "'1"'Ti''flCT:'!; W~i lt- Ih_ "'I"''''''c""
mil:h! be ,.....-y real. th~v 're nol al....y••
'-"""y g<~>d ~u iu. hI under<;la nding ,"" wa~

in ...hir~ South Afric. as a "'de is I\\<lVing
SImply sa~'ng · be lol ot" 'If · 1" 1....'11«'

is imporlanl " i' unb kely lo ~ave much
impact.W~.t .t'Ou need tu do is h",.den f"">
r ir ', undc",tanding of wh.t Suolh Afnca '"
. 11 abollt . and h"w diffe..nt people have
very vUied bul e~ u. lI y · reasona ~ l eH

~f'.'di.., .

" on qUll te, . n unC<l n l' ind n ~ G~r lrud~

Shope 01 the ANC Women' , L~a~ue, "We
h••'e ""1"'",
W i l ~ a bodY uf wor k as sub,t. nhal as

M.guban~'" chrl>n"logk al editing of pho..
h>graphs should have been ...Loti,ely t'3S~,

How.ver, th~ editi og ull~i, b"nk i' nol
. lways " ,11......,,1 F'TT example, Helen J_rh
i' ",ent"",ed 10 a -;eelion d~. l ing wit~ lh.
t"4lk 10 l~'j(k, bul Ih~ r hotogr.ph of her IS
on~ laken in 1971!, w! oj pl.... amonll Ihe
",h... images """<l .

II i' • sad 'late of alt. ir,; thai . book like
Ih" was 0101 published \>y Soulh Alriran
r ubli.hen anu tha i a forr ign r ubli,h"'g
comr. ny h. d 1<, be resp"n sibl~ fot Ihis
importanl docullWnt of OUTh;;tory, P...-I'Ia!'"
Ihi!. ....pl. ins tho u lsappoinllng lad . of call'
.nd qualily 01 reproduction of t~e prlnts 
Ih.y ar,' grey and n.I, with du,t sp.ch
...hich should hav~ M n spolt'''Ci 001. This
p<XTT fi nish ,h_ "'~ do iu-' lic. to the '''TTl "f
a r n.." " gr' r he r of l~e calibre "f 1'~ler

Ma~u bane,

I'-'rin. Turnk ;• • f"",l. nc. phol<>gtaph...
~• ..,I ;" c . p. Tow,,-

NEW RESOURCES
FROM IDASA

YOU CAN VOTE
AlM(,lrieod~ VQ1l!r lIdu(aIion resour(~

p«koge lor lrainefl with a detoillld,~y.

kJ.kIIe lrainel\llICInuol ,

Order fram Oueenell~ W1lluni aIIDASA'\
Tluinir.g Ienne fOf DemoolK'f
(IdlllO uddlellel and tGIIlort dtluik on Page 21.
Pria rrmgef from 110 III 1110.

TSHINTSHA
Long live tolerance l
120,OOincJVAf

Whol do IoIeroMe and demouar; mean lor
leenugef'l inSouth Ahu 1oday~ lbiI booklef
offen guid_ lor di\(lIIlion ftuoogh a~riel

af different \(!nuriol dealing wilh
paren~ and portilll, boyIri!rub, girtlriltHh,

!oIhiOll\, pal~irol difler~MIlI 000 (ullulld
difl!l tlltlll, The short slurilll um be fead
alone or lIIed in doI~uom dil(UI~ or
youlh gfOOps. Cam~ by Sue VoIenline

ArlJitobk tttd"f Odoller

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: IDEAS
fOR CHANGE IN SCNooLS
IIs.oO lind Vol)
Ahundy workbook
lor leodlll'l, par·
en~ood uthm

inltrillted in the
evolvilllJ !dutation

I~tem. II PIOYidIll
aw illi 01 work
~~n!dla

examine !he illuel railed ~ IodaY'1mix!d-rore

dOlItOOll1l -Iar.guage patq , clalllile, jmer

racial toIeral1t~, cuhllfal dominurKe. (ampiled

byRulh vmfeld,~ny Behren! a,..j h 1l1ia

PoIffiZQ,Put*lhed by Idola and O.lord
UrriYeniIy Prel$
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