
RELIGION

TAHIRA JOYNER argues the case against t he fundamenta list position.

The first sermon delivered by a woman

in a Cape Town mosque provoked

an outcry from certain quarters.

'Shadow side'
of Islam

H
lSTORY wa, made On l2 Aug"'t
,,'hm o..n"n,,,,, Main Road
M""lue lnvll<.'<1 Amlna W.>dud·
Muh,ln, an hlamlt Ib..,I""lon
a t Vltgin ia Unl"'....lly and aulhor

01 QIO"~n omd IV"","" 10 ~J1wr lhe WrtUv
,.,mon _ U", flt'>1 wom'n to he In<.1t<<! to

do loO. HOW"""f, the "'"'PO"'" fmm "''''.
""'10m of Ihe Mu"lm rommunlty WO'
~,

The Im.m <>I ' he ~ue """,IV«! death
th..." and 0 newly Jonn«! OOdy. uJlifllt it... lf
the foeum f)/ Mu,llm 1heoloKJa", . nd """ked
by I'fO'IIt,,"'" mem het'> f)/ the loo K'
..tabli" ..d Mu."im Judicial ("LIWlciI (MjCl,
mndrmned th"ln"'ta!lo",-

Y" Im.o.m lloL\h1edOnl.1I Iu\ <Jtofendro tbe
ded,""", tn In"'", Wadud·Muhsin ·, """trl·
billion un tbe basi. tbot it ... , Mlcenby lhe
"""'lI"" , board and congregation ".. pan or
oue..hos to c. mpalKn lor the Imp tovement
of tb" I""IUon of women tn blam".

SnIoo.n Inv"'tlg.tlun ......ab that II Is tM
Ippn»<"h 0( Imam Orna t .nd hi, rongre­
g>!lofl. ,a the, th." the fulmin.olKlm of Ibe so.
c.lled I'orum or Musilm Th""Iogla"'- Ihat I'
In tune wit h the OTillin.1 'Pirlt of hlam . nd It>
f<'I"1P<We. the Qu(.n. In ......n<:e. It ...."" that
the Qut'an hod lhe I"~."'iil l 0( he, nK ' n il',·
pretl1d to ,uppn<t I'tOJtl<"n', right>, but thaI
~g patri.udlal nnnm and , trUCIUTe>
tlliol~ thi>..

1br h l<lo ricol excto>jon of "">!IIt,n from the
(lI1o"Ihood . nd Ihe dumlnanon of women by
men Wllh, n the f.mily """" to be the
inevt...hle <:ot1""lue"c", of . ,..llg.lon In whkh
molen"" I' tl>< only ' Y"' bol fo< dMn lry .nd
011 '(lUitu.l1 . uthorlty ..m wllh men,

It Is, In 1ac1. "xU'em"y i,ook thaI AII.h-
•he MU>lim name k" God _ ha' .Iw~l" he<'n
ref<>m>d to .nd wvered . , . mal. "H'Ce.10< th~

two.ttribll"" mort do...ly a..o<;!at«! "ith
Allah"", meTC}' and mrnl'"",on, hoth of
....h leh .~ derind from the word rahim••
"-'mlnlne root noun m.aning "Wtmlb".

Thuo lhe primary tll<1 .phot fo< Al1th I> not
1JIa1e. I\alh er II !o mat.rnal. And thl>
"'nnection of the dIvine wllh the I<le. ,~ the
_ b hok" . nOl h", Imlx>rt.n. Idea: th.t "'"

..1>1 In Ih. natll,..1 world. In 1M whole of
nature, m the ..mew.y .. on unOOm <hlld
exl>" "'1lhln the womb of t" moth...., AI....
of n.lure I>lher..ro", tantamount to 000'" of
Al1th.

D.,plte th l> p,m",ry hit'fltifk'!Ion 01 Allah
with the k'minlne, ~ nd d"'pit< the """Iou.
tac1 th.t Allah ., Sup",,,,,, IIeIn~ m"'l he
IJo'yond K. nder. mu" n."""nd 'h. 'l'limng
of I>elng Into male.nd f.male. "Jam ha'
alwaY' ImaKed Guj as . m.1e k'r<" . and h..,
portr.yed the 1rrniI1. a' in'";,,,

In f>ct, the l}ur'.n "0' "nly " a'''' that
"',xn.-n ... tnferlnt to men bu, endu",..
",,,len,.,."*,1<»1 ..... Surab ~,H ",.<.1" "M~n

" .. II Mice full e.~ of Wf.ItWlt wllh th,'
buunll... whll.'h All.lh ha.bM'~ tnOn'

.bund.utlly <lit the lonne' than Ih. Ian ... ...
and •• fo< til<.... women "'hose iIl.MlIl"'"
h....... re.>on to "'." admon l,h them 1ft,.,,);
then "'.ve thorn . Ione In M : Ihen beat
tl>em: and If th...eu(")O they p.y yoo h.-e<l. du
flO( .....k to h.rm lhem ,"

".tu,.. h.. ",tfelt'd the ..mo f. ,• . l'l}i ng In
the I"e of the Qur'.n;': challenge to humani­
ly 10 be ....l.ker> of Moth... fAnh, l> lh.
imagi nK within the t,lamic nadilion of ""'"
as .he dorn",..",,,ot CTNtiOll. Surah 14:.\2--.\
reach: "II l> Allah who ,.. ha, made the U"""
,ulhflVlent to you: and fIMntade the ",n .nd
tr.. moon, botb of them con,ta" t upon lhel,
<:our<.e>. ",b>ervlt'rll 10 you; ."d h... ntad. the
n il!Jll and the day ."I»ervlenl to yuu."

M f.. .. the rel.tllon between mo" ond
women "<OO«'flK'd, th i, Ideol<1fO" <>I
<IominOiloo perpeluat'" fmm Kener.liu" to
gene,.'lon • grote>.qu. imb..I.nce.n", ",",u U
I' vi,ih'" lOT .11 to ..... In the Ii'lng Itlclde...,..
ot ,101• ...,.. . gain" """",m_tap. , ,,-""ult •
han.ry. emotJunoI ahul.e. t..... vi,i!>le but
equally gr.,'" I' tbe ma,Wly Inferlo, .nd
often pmfoon<.ll~ ",11.hatlng .... y In ...hk·h
Mu,lim Women I• • m from thelf le.ode" .nd
......he" h> pet<'ei'" th . m",I"""

l1Ie ,Iw.tl"" i,., "'tlon, OIl the ""okJgk.J
_ . l1Ie planet I' gr""nlng undl'f tlle vb
lert<:e done by lhe Ideology 01 domlnallon.
Th. hoi . In the own.layt-r, ~Iobal wa'mlng.
lh. destn><1ion 0( f"res ... "",.laling

""Uull""• • nd so on an 'J"ing trum the ..me
d bo" ",,,, . ttitude,

Yetonly a h.ndful of Im.um..,...", Ihe land
.ro ch.I"'ngltlS lh. commun ity . l>out tl><
QlI(a nl< teaehlnK tha' human helfll(' .ro
In!ended to be c.........." of the ••n h . Only.
h.ndful .re open 10'he \<le. that tll. u'" 01
e~d u'lwly m.l...-defined Im. !!"'Y fo< tho
divine. • nd 'he m it mlsogyni'l 'rmbeob and
.rut'" play In pe<pet ""tln~ the In'tituh,m·
. 11....t ...~i'm oI l,,"m, urgen tly need>; II, be
oitiqued.

In th"CT1n,.~t, t he.......u of Harvard I"l"""
,hoo'lll" '.a",1 GUligan II port:l<ulariy ..1e­
~ant. Gilligan h.n >hown llut, a, lh. lta<.I~

tkm.l (."".ket:~ ...."".n !end to identify WIth
orb"", ..t"" orlwt people'. fto<>ling••and 00'"
motol code> OIl the good of th••nll", group
E.<".;"n,lnhl> ,,1(Ut tha! th.... femal ••·.1.....,
which t1'COglllse and ",ppon the ...."'tal
Ilu . " ""n " t'rted n,,,, of iiI., off.. lhe """ hope
10, .><hlt"S'lng the l'. ",to""' 110" ot """,,100.1..
n...~'Y for the ",rvI...1f)/ the planet.

In the l4Iht 0( .11 'hi" il i, vitollhat we
recognise how tho fundamentaUs. hacl<la>h in
re'po"", to Wadud· Mub>i,,', "" mon rel!t.'C!>
the >h3<low >ide of l<Jam. Thi' >h.itlow sid. _
",-",nnolly. Lui;,~CUm<:k""n"" _ " not
ont~ doi ng gr.at fwttt ", human beIng.. it j,
01>0 IhrealenlnK lbe ......'Y pl.""t

We "",'<I to open op 00' """""..ndlng of
the dl"'"" to mdude Ih. female and lhe
n• •u ral w",.ld on whleh ..... <.Iepend In the
worth of Ju ngian a".Il"1 {.llrl, Une Downing:
"To he le<f onlv m.le ImaKe> of the dMne i, 10
be had lj' m. l"""rJ"'ed , W...... ,t. ",ed lor
lmag... ", h;,:h taOgniw lhe >lI<"tedn"", nI tl><
feml n lnr . nd the mrnpl.~lry, rich""" . 00
nuttuling powe' at {.mal.. enorgy."

On • pol iticol le.... l. wnm en - . nd thei,
m.le . lIies _ need to en",.. th.t the , tru!ll!l.
lOT feJnale llbe,.non i. "o1 confined to secular
'1""-'" It Ilft'd, II, be tal«.-n Into the m,"'lues•
the temp"" and the d1ur<:he>. Much WOtk lu.
. lready been don.. In th""" domain ' . But
m""h remalm. •

T~~i", """"'" /wid' ~n II""""" <kgr.. in
,.11~i<>I» "Iud;"'.


