
The Definition of Black Consciousness

Thle ,.... _ dlrilu• •oocI durtna • '*-deRhlp b'aIaI",~ .. In
o.:.lIIblf 1971 and tr_ lIIany ofrb<t"ndam""w ....... 0IBC. h
.'-ode . lbe t I'" Be.ttltvdor low.... I'" true workJ", da.1n SA.

WE have defined blollCks 4. those
...ho 4 ... by kJ,... or tredmo n political·
ly. economica ll y a nd 1~ 1 .1I \1

discriminated &gains! as a group In
llle Soulll African iOClI!ly and identi ·
fying them""1",,, 4. a unil In th"
struggle ,.,.,..,lltds the ,,,.Jiw,,Uon 01
the ir aspirations . This dri,n ilion d·
]"'''''41" .. number of t h ings ;

L EHing black Is not .. .....n... of
p;gme-nlallon - being black 10 ..
reflectlon 01 .. !nt'nlal "n"lOde.

2. Merely by dncribing you....1f 4.
black you ~"" 51411«1 on .. road
towards .....~. you have
comm,lled you. ...1f 10 loght
olIo9<'lf\tI alllorrn lh.at ......k 10 uw
your blacknns lOS /I ",limp til ...
ITlaflu you OIJI lOS .. wbwrvWnl.....

Fro m I h. a bove Obft'I\I/lt lonl
rtwrdore . _ un .... thal The ll!1'm
black is not~ 4II·inclu_:
I • . (he fad _ Iln' all "'" ",hik don
~ necnwrily mean thai _ 61" AI
Wo>cII . Non·...hiln do .... isI .ond WII
continue> 10 eJ<isl lor q uit. .. long
\)mot . If one',eopirahDn 15 whlll'AftS
bur one's pig,,~n""llOn ITUI,,"- " ltain·
fM111of Ihis Impolsi4lIoI .1twn one 11; ..

nOl'..." hll" . Any man who c.... ..
whil" man "&.u-. ""'II ....n who
""""" in lhe polic., foul' or s.c:unty
Branch is ipso foao .. non ·""'''e .
Black Pft'PIc - real black people _
are thaw who Can manage 10 hold
tht-or head. high In ddlanc.. .. IM
lhan willir>gly lUn ..nd.... Ihm _Is 10
tfw, wIlil" m.n .

Bne/Iy defined Ih....efor" . Black
Con""iou..,,,.. II In e_oc:" th"
reallsaho n by Ih" black m" n of Ih"
need 10 ,,,ny logelh.... wiTh his
brothers . round ,he ceu... of Ih"w
opp'essIon - Ih" blackne" of ' he..
skin - .nd '0ope," I" . S. g'oup in
ord", 10 tid the mselves 01 the
shockle, Ih.t bind them to pe,pelu,,1
""vitude . It seeks 10 demon'It. 'e th"
lie thilt black i, an . berrallon from Ihe
Mnorm. I·· which is while . II Is •
miln;!e, t.tion of " new r" all...llon
th.t by ..." klng 10 run . w. y from
th"m... lv"s end '0 emulale the white
m.n. bl.ck, . ,,, Inl ultlng th" In·
te lligence 01 whoeve, c,u t" d Ih.. m
black . Bl.c k C o n sc lo u sn",s
th",efore . I.kes cognlUloc:e of Ih"
delibe,a' ene" of God 's plan In
c'uting black people black. It ..." ks
10 infuse the black communily with a
new·found pn.;l" in ' h"m...lv" s. Ihelr

" ffor1s. Ihm v.lu. sysl"ms. l!w;r
cuhure . t.....1r ,e llgion lInd t!w;r
_ tlooll 10 hi" .

The In."",,Lrt;onthlp be1w<!en the
c:onsclou..,,," ('Of the "",If and ,he
....."oc:lpa,ory p1rgf"mme is of par. '
mount impor1 , ,, . Blacltt no longer
..." k 10 reform t syst..... bee.use 10
doirog Implies ""epI.oc:,, of iN
ma"" poin ts """,,nd which ,he
syst"m ' evolves

Blacks " .e out 10 completely
Ir. n !iform ,he tyIIem and 10 make 01
• .....twol lhey ...ish . Such a ""'}or
under1. king un only be r" afioed in
an " trnosphere wfwr" people ar"
convinced of 1n. 1 lrulh inher....1 in
I...... lloand . l..Jb..: .1Ion lherorlan! . is of
par.mounr imV rT.nc" in the con 
c4'P' 01 Black Co ,,"d ousneu. for .....

~Wadr;"".' .. 01
P'I- - boIIflt Wadt
Ie • r rluo< of. med'" at-......

C. " noi be co<>scY-us of ourselve$ and
YO!' ,em.ln in bondage . W" ....nl to
. main Ihe enlflslo<>ed self which is •
fr"" ...If

Th" IUrge to...ards Black Con·
scIousn"ss is . pt ...nomenon I~I h.s
maml"sled ~self through Oul Ih" so·
called Third W'rld. Th....e is no

doubt Ihal di""ri•.,ln. tion eg.inst the
black man the w )rld over tetc bes il'
o .lgln from the ~ ~plon.tlv" ettttude
of th" while m"n . Colonisation at
white countrl" s by whlt"s eg . the col
onisation of Scolland by Engl.nd ha,
throughout h i~t ory . n ulted In
nothing mere ,in ist" , than meT"
culTu•• 1 0 ' gecTaphlcal lusion at
wonl . 0 ' langu.,p basta,dl..' ion i1t
best It II I,u" Ihal the hislory of
wuh, nal lons :, sh.ped by bigge,
na tlonl. bUl nO"': .~T e In the world to
day do we S<'~ whiles uplo~i"g

whlt"s on " I< '~.I" "ven ,emot"ly
simlla, 10 what Is h" ppenlng is Soulh
AlrIc:" Heoc:" . te ne It fcrced 10 con
clude Ihal II Is to<.ot cotnd deoc:e thaI

l

hLrck people a.e nploit~ It ....s •
dellber. t" plan which has t ulmln. '" d
in .....en 1O~.lled black 'ndlf'P"nden.
tounhin noi " n"lntng . ny ' eal In ·
d"P"ndeoc:e

W~h th~ background in mind .....
aTe forced . therelore . 10 be""'" that
Ills . case of "0..... aga"'st~·noIs

wh...." willi", have be" n deIiber. ',,1y
mllde "0..... . nd blacks "o""' noI$
Tlwte is lor in""nc" no work.... In lhe
d . ....a1 sen"" " mong wh~", In
South Afn:• . 10< <'Yen The rtlOOl

down-lTOdden wh~" work.... ..ill has
• 101 to lose iI .he syillem Is changed
H" is p10tmed by _ill w.ws
again.. competition ill work from ,he
TTliIJO<iIy . H.r h.s ........nd he u_
iI to r"'urn the N,,!lOnaItsl Gowm.
menl ro poI/o'ft bee"""" he ..... th..m
as the only people who. through job
' <!WtY.1Ion Lrws. are bent 0Il 1oolting
ah.... his In l....esls agaMlSl tompel~1On
wilh t ..... MNal"""~ .

It should t""''''or" be· --..pfed
Ih.1 lIn " t>6Iysis 01 OW "'lliIlIon In

Ictms of one's colour ill ",""" . ,,~ '"

t are ' of~ealottf tingle det" ,ml.
nent for pollllCaI "'\!IOn - i" colou,
·while also ...lkIlN ribIng lhe
blacks as tt.. only r..,,1 k" " in
Soulh Afrit. u Immed...,.,I~ kdis "n
l uggestlOnS that t......" t ould " .... be
"ff...rov" ' i1pporl berw...." lhe r" a1
work...s. I ." . blacks. lInd th" prlvi leg ·
ed whne workers !II""e we h......
shown Ihal th" I"n.., . ,e tt:e great"..
support....s 01 Ih.. s~..m T,u..
enough . the system hilS "rto..."d I<)

dange,ou1 an ami·black i111 ltud" to
build up among' l whiles thaI It Is
tak..n as almost a sin to be blat k lInd
henc" the POO' wh it... . who " .e
..tOnOmic"Uy n..ar" .. to th" blacks.
d.. mon. t." te Ih.. d'lIan,,, bottw""n
themselv... . "d Ihe blacks by an U .

aggel" t" d tUcllo na.y alt it ude
towil,ds blockl. He nce th" gl" at...t
anll-blilck '..eling Is to be found
among.t the v",y poo, wh iles whom
the Class TheolY calls upon t<> be
with black wOlkers in the t1 ,u!l!lle fo,
em"ncip"tlon . Thi. il Ihe kind of
tWilled logic thilt Ihe Rlac k Con.
.ciousn.... " ppr o.ch n .. ks 10
....d ie,,'e .



"We do not apologise..."
In ter m. of th. Black Co n

$C1o....... ...pproach "'" recognlw
th. exlst.nn of on. major forc . In
So...th Africa , Thll il Whll. Racism. It
Is Iht: on. fo,u against which aUof
.... ar a pined. II wort.. wIIh unnerving
loCalily, f..lwlr>g boch on .... o ff....
_ . nd In our dtfft'lC• . Ib gr.alnt
aDy 10 date hao t-1l ttw refusal by us
10 dub togalh.... bladto btca...... "'"
... loW to do to would be ,adsI . So.
whlla "'" progoa"""'v 1oM_1Yn
In I world of colourln.t>nt. and
'lfIOIi'hou. COm mOn hum.n ity .
....tuMt. .... Otrtw>g pIa:..... and
H'C&dy In tranchlng ...n.. r«lsm
and furtt- ~ '9 the mindo and
bodln of rtw un~ black
.......... . 1bn ..,.. are ......... pr• .
wnt .~ .... torllng UI that I II
Immoral to wlthdr.w InIO I cocoon.
that dlalogu. II ttw _ to our
problem and that • II unfort...nat.
that II whll. radsm In IIOf\'>t
quan bl,,1 . YO'" m ...st undtnland
that thlngo ... changing ,~

Provocation
Thesa In lacl . .. Ih. great".1

••d.,. lor they rel"'M 10 credi t .... wllh
any Inl" Ulgenc. to know what ....
w.nt , Tlwrlt Inl"nllon. a r. obvIo ;
lhev w.nl to be barom. teT' by which
thor r"st of tha whit. todety can
m. ...... leellngs In the black world .
Thll IMn II whal makes .... belle""
that. whII. power pr....nl' IIMIf .. a
loCaItty no! only proo.roldng us but
also controlling our 'np<>nM 10 rtw
prOIIOCation . ThIo .. an Importanl
polnIlO not.. bee I .. oft... mils-
ed by thoM who thai ther.
...... '-good whites, s... there ar ..
• I good ...toll.. "'"" as much ill

Itrer f bad bladto.

t ill ~er ""' .... CO"C'h~
"",. wIIh II group altltudn and
lPOUf> polIllcs. Tha .......ptIOo. does
noI .....ke of .... N le - 1 .........1y
subotanlllol I .

Tha _aI anaIysio ltwrkw• • bas
ed 01\ IhaHegdan theory of diaI«bc
materialism . II i11101owo. 'Owol line.
the thnllil I whIIa .adsm there can
only be ..... ".lId Intllhnio I.... a
'olld black unllv to co...ntert>alance
the teale . H Soulh Africa II 10 be a
land woo. black and whlla IIv..
logether In ha.mony wlthoul fear of
gro ...p • • ploll . llon , It I, only wh..n
Il>esa lWO Oppo,Uel to.v. Interpl' ved
and produced I VlalM synthesis of
Id. a, . nd I modus 1OI....rrdr. Wa een
na"... wage Iny Iltruggla witho...t of·
fertng a ltrong counta rpolnl 10 th..
whita racllm thaI ~al.... our
toeIdy to tflKllvaly.

On.. mUlll Immlldlatorly dispel Ih..
thoughl lhat BWdt ConKioUsrM.. II
m...eIy I m",hodology Of . ..... ns
towards .... end , INhat Blaclr Con
KIousnna _t.. 10 do II 10 produc..
at Iha 0I.<IpUI end of Iha ph..a. ft'al
black~ who do no! r~d

!he"""..... ill appt:. ldagn 10 white
toeIdy _ Ths Indh cannal bot revas
lid. W. do :lOt nHd to~ for
this btca.... l • II InN !hal the w!'>iIIf
syst..... ha..... produced throughout
the ...ood • numbaf of paopIie who
..... naI ._.. Ihat they 100 ~

plit . Our "';hel• •_ to " that ......
WI !of O\Ir can Moo not be
rrnrwd beca II wIl be. k 10 ec-
cepl whir" ...a1"", ...... l 'llly the
best . Tha flcs thai. synthesis may be
attaIned only ",latn 10 adherenct: 10
VOW<" poltr"". 5crrneoM IOm......-t.er..
a long the ~". will be fOl'CCd 10 accept
th .. lrull> and h.... ...... blrllew Ihal
0 ..... Is Ih. !rulh ,

Concern
Th.. rut. ,. o f So...,h A.lrica In the

cue whe:-.< blacko adopt Black Con·
scIou""",, II the sub;ect fOf concern
..spec\lIilly among Inlllal...._ What do
..... do .....IMn .... h_ . rwn.d OUr
Conolou..--s? Do .... propose 10
IdcIc whlIes out? W. have ddlned
what "'" mean by InN tnloogralion
and ............. fad !hal ouch • def\nl
lion ..~S don llIuotr. tor what our
st.r>c!JK*,t II, In any caM ...... are
much moo-.. cor>cernad about what Is
happen!nl now. than ....... .... hap
pen In I." futur... The futur.. wiI
......ays bo shiIlped by !he wquence of
P'"""I-<l~ .........

Stereotype
Tha IrT>pOftanU of black ddaray

10 IN " 1 Ngrnan" of the black
comm...r m ...st no! be undersratlld.
Theta h.~ Ie t-1l In Iha pal' • Iol of
suggntlo 1S lhal ther.. can be no
.....ble "'NV lmongst blillCks bee.u""
they hoid ..ach oth... In conlam pt,
Colour..ds d..oplM Afrlc:an l because
Ih.y. (t"" former) by Ih.lr pro,dmUy
to tha Afrlc:anl , m. y 10M tl>. cbenc..s
01 aulmO.tlOn InlO the wh\to world .
Afrlcan t duplM Ih. Colour..ds and
Indlanl Ix • " arlely of r.iIIOnS. In
dlans fIC'I only daoplM Alric. nl but In
m.ny ' ''st. nees also uploll the
Afrlcanl In job and shop liluallons.
AD I",",. otarllOlypol a ll\tudes ha....

4

1a<l to mo ...n'alna..., Inl.r-group
suopldons .rIlOftiSIIN blacks.

What .... lhould .. II..... look at Is
the fact that :
1. Wa . a all '.........__d by the same

systam,

2. Thac oppaMd to ...aryIng
degr II • ddborr_ daigr'llo
lIr'ltfy US naI only todAIy but
....In ....... of illJ*aI:lOnS.

3 . Thlfrafor. I II to be axpactitd that
In ",""I of Ihaanemy'l pIarl ther..
mUll be lhII " 'Ij"':kwl and lhiIll lI
"", •• comrnllltod 10 the problo!m
of ..~1Ion to rha ......
degr.. II II part of our duly 10 br·
Ir>g 10 .... IlIanllOn of "'" black
peopW lhe d.libera""- of the
..n..my·1 subjugallOn ldwrm.. .

WhIC.pcNftjll ,......

• totaJl1y not only~
.. but ... controlling OUI'

..~ goo,.. to tM ~tk>a_

4 , That mould go on with Olll
program attracting 10 II only
commllllld paopIa and no! jus!
those "19" 10 Ion In ..qullillble
dlsn1bullon 01 groups alTtOl>gSl
..... ,ant... ThIs .. a game com
mon a~ 1Iberillls . Tha 0fM

allerton !hal mUll IIOYal'" all our
action II commllmant .

Furtt- Impllc~of BIad< Con
KlousnnI •• to do wIIh con-ectItIg
f.... Imagn 01 ouneIYes In I~s 01
Cullu. . . EduCllIon . R..lIglon .
Ea>nomlcl . The lrnporlanc. of this
also must nor be u"""--I'd . !her.
II aIw.ys .n Inl..-play boolo.un lhe
history of • peopM I,e , the past • • nd
their fallh In themw lYes and hopes
fOf lhor.. ""I...,•.w. ar••w... 0/ 1""
torn1bla role played by our ..d l,lCiltiOn
. nd r. l\wIon In cu a" ng amongst us •
f.1se undtlrsl.nding of ou....lws . W.
mUslth. ..f",.. Ui(M"k out $Ch.mes not
only to correC! tl>ll . but furthn 10 be
OU' Own .u1horl!les rlllh.r tl>.n wait
to 1M Interpr..ted by olhe' s . While .
c.n o nly M. UI from Ih. o ...t.ld.. . nd
. 1 ,"ch c. n n..vn e.!r illCl an d
analyse 1he . 11los In the ~.com.
m unRy. .; ..:\1- •

•


