
II ....with !his changor of .mphasil
IhaIlha _ brokI ..tlhln lha black
~ _man!. Though

Black thinking falls under the spotlight again
BiKk polItical thinkkng falls und..... .!wI colo.., q....S1ion .... no! .ejoecled , simply no! be ..bIe 10 enlr.nc:h i1..,1f

the S(lOIIighI again when Aupo a ....... j,I,_ ..,as plioc"d on blacks and maln la ln l h" I vs•• m of
holds the Iong·. ""utlfd sympo$ium _ tun Itw labour r.eld CapII6Iiom
on tuck conlidDUsncu wIIhln .. f_ no. probI.m liNt..! bK.I.... 1OnM The IWW"'" _ ks 10 " ncour"'9<'
....... , po OPO"",,11 bdhPd INl llnlns the .....~ Iir~ip boo....! on the poin .

,IlJ,• .,;Iy !Mr.... ...""'... dtobM. on IdO'OIogy focused on the mod,.l poo;t. cIpln of black contdou-.& -
dw """... 01 the I6cology and Itw b1vrn 01 labour re!.o.-;om .nct.. futuro! wor"-'r prid.lo in I/w lolCl thai he is
I!fIT"POIIutn .... go .. long w.v , ..~isaIIon . bade consdouon,," bl«k. unashanwd a nd t"",,d Ol'''
--.k clanfyIng tome oj the tNoo.ic would no! be <'lW 10 prnvId.e a n\l cHosefVlng .nped And he U n get
_ of 1M t~ulioonarll Ideology, ,~.m_ c:nhqu~ of u pllal\sm In.. 1ft{>«! .Ivough I" . colWctiw

W. hln .. ohort $paC' of lime black MOI'<!OW1' , this new vl<rw of black uM y In rrltd.. uniofl s . .... d" mand.
c:onoclousnu s virtuany ch. nged lhe conKlou.ne" "". bled black. to t.opKI . 1.., in mal """I , . " " o: bette•
• ntlr. foe" l of black pollCle1 per' posit , without e,'nlr. dlctlon, b1 l>( k pa y. bell e. working condihono, eq ua t
tolallng 10 all forms of II<:liuily - p r l nc lplu o f .. conom lc , e · f. d lil iu and oppo "uni'in for
from cultur. 1 o.g.nlsallon. '0h. d.. organlsalion and I.>Sert Ih.. vi..... ,hal d..v"lopm..nl and Ih.. l,k..
union. . ,he _ alth "-I.or>!r- 10 ' M wor""... F.om Ih,. morn"n' ..... issu.. 01

So llIi \/las its d""..klpm..n' lha, Th". , wni!f' m.Jnlalnlng .he Ih..ss ~dass~ It inlrod uct'd . Ir.o<W " nion
....... adhf'r. nlt found iI dlffk ult 10 on ~colout- , !he ~llialOf'l of lhe .....\/I "'ganiSlliOn is 1M Iog;cal lollow·up .
u..p P"C" with its _ Iu"'. No lhinlung ad&td ' 1M! dim..ru.lon of In ttld.. " niOn. , ......~n .... d,s-
__ had blac:k~ - class- 10 blac:k~, In to c.....nlt'd .u allin, Tlwir 5Iarwlard 01
.-I..d !he Id... 01 psychologal doing, Itwy r«<>gniMd thII iii blac:k IvIn.s """'.. 11",,,, inlO ......... ha5 bftn
.....1IIlon lind pnde in .,..,.'. bnIg Pf'CIPIot _ .. opprnwd bul_ fur· called oJ"1abouo- oIflSlon«y- . \IJh~...
wtwn . ..1l.IdcMnIy dw>giIod iI. ..m · 'h... in ,,-" anaIvsis by .ddmg ,hal do IlOl lIer 1M ~ indognilin 01
pt..- 10 bIKk """",""," , And ,hen, black """""'s,p~, lUll..."" blac:k Ih,.y do """ w.. In

IIw qunt\Ofl 01 .._anaIyaing !he ,1'1.. most oIClJl.. I",... of Up!oilallon . compounda, Ihf'y ..nlOV I"" .-;gh. 10
ldeoIogy lOOk f<)O( . panidpalion in II\,. po/Itnt proc..ss

O"..ng If. ..arly dlY'. Ilogan. like Along wIIh F,a',z Fanon, .he n..... -.u ."".... facio.. al"'MI.. black
~k .. be.ulifur and ·'Pow... vl..w look In.o ..;coun' Ihll ...h.." work.... from ...hit..s.
bolong. 10 .h.. black poi!opl,," lOO n libe.allo" occur. , 'h.. d.ng... 01 a In .he cI.ssic.1 Wnw of ..xploil. ·
g'\IC w'V, In U TUlln ci.cle.,'o midd le cI. .. Iwhll'" In black m.sks) . Ion, ...hit.. work.." beca",... rh..y
"POW01" bolongs 10 Ih.. blac: k \/101'10..," ... kzIng ,he 5I.re oJppa•• ,us would prod uce und.., rh.. l ysr..m o f

ha"" .....n pr.. ·..mpl"". n... growing capilali51 ...La,iOn...'.. «onom"..lIy
mldd'" c..... . mong lhe oppr.......d alto uplort"" . How........, ,heir 5I..n·
lhough IlOl COI'lSfiluling ....v lm- d....d 01 ~ ods a. a cushion
mf'dlal. Ih....1 1<> .....aIiOn . would 19ain51 ,..... iI-.. ffect. of ..opIoiI.sbon .

• The Race/class debate
IS .... eonllia In South AIric:• • rae..
....... bdwa.." black na'lonab....
and ......".. nallon.llsm? II If a da!;l
tlTuggle bet.......n owner. of capital
. nd 'h.. wor"".., ir....spoi!cllv. if , ace?

Or Is lIa combin. llon of cl.n and
•ac. ?

CIow on 200 d..leg.'''' , r('JIr..sen·
bng • number of black bodin sup·
P«tlng lha black eoosoou.......
~V, got toge!hll II • sym.
potlum In ApR 1981 10 g;v.. ttwit
.......; '*iI.

Tlw Azapo presidf'nl . Mr Klwhla
Mth..mbu. slrnsed that black cce
tc:Io\IInn5 ..as no! on trial . -We ....
here 10 r....ffirm black conKloull>e..,
10 r..aeAn.. tom.. of o u, 'erms• • nd
glv.. dlllctlon '0,he "'''991.. ,

" Black consclousne.s.Mhe add..d .
Mis dvnamic - ..... shall ada p' .nd
mow ...1.1'1 th.. demends of Our
bmn.M

1l'Ia tymposlum WI out 10 show
thai Be w it IIiI a neculla'V ',,". In
South AIric.a as it mowd from Ih In

ibII "'psychoo&c>s;o a! liblt-atIOn- "age.
lIu-ougtI the MIldivisl8 phase Inlo itt
plawnt '1dIoIogIcaI" p/'utM,

1l'Ia Iirst h.,o papen - both on
'1Jlack consOclt'sn.... and lhe cLa..
Slruggle" - tel rhe Ion.. for th.. sym
posium , The fir., was by a for me.
Robbe" Island prlson..r, M. Eric
Molobl, and ,h... oth... bVMr QUIIIsh
Pat.. l, o f ,1'1... M..dla Workers'
Assocla ,lon of Snu,h A/rica .

EIght oommls>iOn' dIscussed qu... ·
tlonS arising /ncm thc papets. Som..
d..IIg.a'n we'" still unhappy aboul
the d.us .....!ys;. •.

But ..t lhe ..,.. ' of the symposium.
d..Wga'n 6CU;'1ed without diswnt
t ..... 'oIIowmg:
T h..l. com mitmenl 10 the Be
Ideology;
Th.. assenlon ' h.1 beea use the black
...o,k..r Is "th" hub of .1'1e South
Af. ican economy ."d vel the most
ellploi'ed and opp.essed" . black
\/I01' k.., conscso-.... .... boI p.omoled
In .uch a .... y tt'at the black working
cla.. be a _hldl t", changor In Sou.h
Alrb;
Raee Is • class determinant In lhf'
CUTI""t Soo.otll African cont..xt ;
Thf'rto Is no p1...u for ...nil in the
black consdow.ness movem t .

Acc..p'ance by Ih.. deWgal'" of tt,..
cia" .nalysis did nol Imply Iha.
Arapo had ..mbrac..d M..,xism . On
' h.. contrary, M. Pal..l polnled oul,
~Onhodox Marxi. ,. k>ok a' • doc·
tnn...nd mo uld i"o .eal"y , ...h .
black consciousness looks al , li'V
and mould. iI. dOC!rln.. accordingly ."

Wllh Auopo's focus on black
worker . ....ffi.m..d . II waslog;clll,h.,
wor..... orga,nlsa,lon be lak,," a 5I"P
tunn.. ,

nw Rf'Verf'ftd Bull T1hagalf' . of,h. Black Priesu ' Solidaslly GrouP .
deliwrl'd a papet in which ..... warn ·
..d black. lrad.. union"'s IlOl to regard
conc..sslons in Ih.. Labour fie ld as
..nds;n Ihf'm....lv... ,

h no... seem . d e ... lhal apa" from
baltles in Ihe ..ducalion.l, sporting
end Ideological . ph..,.., the t..n.lon .
in Sou.h African socletV ...ill b<>come
in" ...singly conce ntral..d in 11'1"
labour field

'" '" '" .




