
THE crucial battle to win stop 
order rights for National Union 
of Textile Workers' members at 
Table Bay Spinners has taken 
a new turn. 

The Supreme Court of the 
Western Cape has told the in
dustrial court to reconsider its 
earlier decision not to grant 
stop order rights. 

The NUTW has been forced 
to go to the courts because the 
textile industry of the Western 
Cape operates a closed shop. 

In terms of the closed shop 
only members of Norman Dan
iels' Textile Workers Industrial 
Union can have stop order 
rights —any other union must 
apply for an exemption from 

t h e i n d u s t r i a l c o u n c i l 
agreement 

When NUTW applied for an 
exemption for its members at 
Table Bay Spinners, Daniels 
used his position on the council 
to block the union. 

NUTW then took the issue to 
the industrial court, but the 
court refused to overturn the 
industrial council's decision. 
This lead to the union ' s 
Supreme Court appeal. 

More than just stop order 
rights for Table Bay workers is 
at stake in these cases. 

NUTWs membership in the 
Western Cape textile industry 
is rapidly expanding and, as a 
result, workers at many more 

factories will be seeking ex
emption from the council's 
closed shop. 

A clear order from the indus
trial court for the Table Bay 
Spinners' workers will make it 
easier for other workers to get 
stop order rights. 

Meanwhile, in Natal the 
NUTW is waiting for the cloth
ing industry's industrial coun
cil to decide whether it will 
allow clothing workers to de
cide in a secret ballot which 
union they want to be members 
of. 

Towards the end of last year, 
workers at James North, a 
Pinetown clothing factory, won 
an exemption from the indus

try's closed shop which forces 
a l l workers to be long to 
TUCSA's Garment Workers In
dustrial Union.. 

Now, workers from at least 
five other clothing factories 
have joined NUTW and also 
want to be exempted from the 
closed shop. 

It has been suggested to the 
industrial council, that a ballot 
be held in the factories where 
NUTW has memberhsip and if 
it proves to be the majority 
union then its members should 
automatical ly be granted 
exemptions. 

The clothing industry's coun
cil is due to make its decision 
on March 14. 


