
Detained by police — dead 3 days later 
ON May 4f a Saturday morn* 
ingT while sitting in a hired car 
chatting to a friend in Tsakane 
township Andries Raditseta 
was confronted by police — a 
few hours later he was lying 
unconscious on the stoep of the 
Administration Board offices — 
three days later he died in 
Baragwanath hospital* 

What happened? From eye
witness accounts FOSATU 
Worker News has pieced to
gether this story. 

At about 9 am, a police hippo 
stopped and demanded to know 
from Andries why he was driv
ing a car with a Natal registra
tion. They accused him of 
stealing it. He explained to 
them that it was a car hired by 

FOSATU. 
Another hippo pulled up. The 

eyewitnesses claim that a po
liceman came up to Andries 
and started slapping him. 

People started screaming and 
one young man asked the po
liceman what he was doing. 
Both he and Andries were then 
thrown into one of the hippos. 

Andries' mother on hearing 
that he had been taken by the 
police sent his younger brother 
to search for him. 

At about noon they found 
him at the Tsakane Adminis
tration Board offices which are 
at present being used as a po
lice station. 

His mother found him lying 

twisted on the stoep. He was 
unconscious, his face was swol
len and he was bleeding. 

She shook Andries several 
times and after a while he re
gained consciousness. But 
when his mother and brother 
tried to pick him up. he could 
not balance himself. 

Andries1 mother tried to find 
out from the police what had 
happened. They just told her to 
go. 

At 4 pm the police came and 
told Mrs Raditseta that her son 
was critically ill and that she 
must go to Baragwanath hospi
tal immediately. 

But when the family went to 
Baragwanath they could not 
find Andries — his name was 

not in the hospital records. 
They tried the Far East Rand 
hospital but he was not in their 
records either 

It was only at 1 pm on Mon
day that Andries was found in 
a ward at Baragwanath hospi
tal. He was in a coma and hia 
breathing was being assisted 
by a machine. 

At 2.15 pm Andries died. 
Unt i l shor t ly before hia 

death, Andries was being held 
under section 50 of the Internal 
Security Act which allows for 
48-hour detention in order to 
'combat state of unrest*. 

The Chemical Workers In
dustrial Union later found out 
that Andries was only admitted 
to the Far East Rand Hospital 

at 6.45 pm on Saturday night 
— nearly seven hours after he 
was seen lying unconscious at 
the Administration Board Of
fices. He was then transferred 
to Baragwanath Hospital. 

A pos t m o r t e m held a t 
Diepkloof mortuary established 
t h a t he d i e d of a b r a i n 
haemorrhage. 

Calls for a public inquiry into 
Andries1 death were turned 
down by the government, in
stead the police held their own 
secret internal inquiry. 

According to the Minister for 
Law and Order, Mr Louis Le 
Grange, the results of the po
lice inquiry have been handed 
to the Attorney General 


