
'Detentions a 
direct attack 
on trade unions' 

T i l E special FOSATU Central Committee meeting wishes to state 
clearly why FOSATU members participated in the stay-away. VVe 
believe that this is necessary because there has been too much focus 
on reports o f violence and too l i t t le on the issues involved. 

Our reasons for supporting the stay-away were: 
* We wanted a clear announcement removing the age l imi t in the 

schools, 
* W e wanted democratically constituted Student Representative 

Councils in the schools, 
* We wanted the army removed from the townships and a stop to pol

ice harassment o f residents* 
* We wanted a suspension of rent and bus fare increases. 

These factors directly affected our members as workers and parents 
and we took the action because of this. 

We therefore totally condemn the detention of FOSATU office 
bearers and officials who carried out FOSATU instructions. We call 
for the immediate release of Chris Dlamini, Moses Mayekiso, Bangil-
izwe Solo, Jethro Dhlisa and for the release of all persons detained 
under Security Legislation. 

FOSATU is not prepared to stand by and watch its leadership being 
detained. 

Detailed and far ranging decisions were taken by the special Central 
Committee to protect FOSATU and to ensure the release of those 
detained. These wi l l be reported back to all regions and affiliates for 
their approval and implementation. 

FOSATU sees this as a direct attack ou unions and wil l be contact
ing other unions to support it in its actions. 

The proposal made by the Transvaal Region for a 'Black Christmas* 
wi l l be referred back to all regions and affiliates of FOSATU for con* 
sideration as a national campaign. 

The Central Committee committed itself t o the ful l support o f 
CW1U and the S&sol workeis. 
(Statement released after a special Central Committee Meeting held in 
the Transvaal on November 10) 


