
Documents 'mysteriously' vanish 
SIX copies of a document which 
accuses a German multi-national 
of grossly mistreating workers at 
its South African plant have 
'mysteriously" disappeared. 

The copies of the document 
join the large amount of union 
mail which has 'gone astray* — 
as it tends to do in South Africa. 

The d ocument which details 
the dispute between the Metal 
and Allied Workers Union and 
Transvaal Alloys (a subsidiary of 
Nord-Deutsche Affinerie of 
Hamburg, Germany) was on 
its way to the head office of 
the International Metalworkers 
Federation. 

The IMF has agreed to raise 
the dispute with the Internat
ional Labour Organisation (ILO) 
and the European Econom ic 
Community (EEC), 

The ILO consists of repres
entatives from trade unions, 
employers and governments 
from cou ntries worldw ide 
whereas the EEC is an organis
ation consisting of representat
ives from the various European 
governments. 

In the lengthy document, 
MAWU has set out the circum
stances of the dispute, in which 
more than 200 workers were 
dismissed from the vanadium 
mine and plant near Middelburg. 

MAWU has accused Transvaal 
Alloys of breaking many clauses 
of the ILO's Tripartite Declarat
ion of Principles concerning 
Multi-national Enterprises and 
EEC's Code of Conduct cover
ing companies which operate 
in South Africa* 

The document accuses the 
company of: 
* paying starvation wages of 55 

cents an hour, which is well 
below the minimums specified 
in the codes. 

* denying workers trade union 
rights and representation. 

* subjecting workers to racial 
discrimination. 

* subjecting workers to assaults* 
* breaching international stand

ards on human rights. 
* failing to promote security of 

employment. 
* failing to maintain high stand

ards of health. 
* failing to consult, examine 

grievances or attempt to 
settle disputes. 

* failure to alleviate the suffer
ing caused by the migrant lab
our system* 

The dismissed workers have 
appealed to the ILO and the 
EEC to intervene on their behalf 
with the multi-national comp
any. 

Brian Fredericks, IMF secret
ary in South Africa, said that 
the IMF has agreed to do all in 
its power to assist the workers 
who have been 'subjected to 
the full rigours of South Africa's 
migrant labour system*. 

The workers, who were all 
arrested and fined during the 
strike, have been sent home to 
Sekhukhune. 

They and their families have 
been starving, with no money 
and no chance of employment 
for nearly a year since they 
were dismissed; n MAWU organ
iser said. 


