
Asea Cables fires white artisan 
ASEA Cables Tired a white 
a r t i s a n who assau l ted the 
senior shop steward at the 
Rosslyn factory but only after 
some 800 workers a t th ree 
Asea factories took s t r i ke 
action. 

Metal and Allied Workers 
Union organiser, Peter Dantjie 
said the assault occured on 
Thursday September 19 after 
the a r t i san had accidently 
stepped on Brother G Selau's 
foot, 

(Selau asked the artisan to 
apologise but instead of doing 
so, he punched him/ Brother 
Dantjie said. 

The case was taken up with 
Asea Cables1 management and 
the artisan was suspended with 
full pay pending the matter be
ing resolved. 

But workers were dissatis
fied with management's action 
and demanded the immediate 
dismissal of the artisan/ 

"Management refused saying 
that they had treated the mat* 
ter fairly and besides they were 
being criticised by the artisan's 
union for their action/ Brother 
Dantjie said. 

So, on Tuesday September 
24, the workers at Asea Cables 
stopped production in protest — 
they were joined by workers 
from Asea Pretoria West and 
Asea Z Division. 

Brother Dantjie said man* 
agement had tried to divide the 
w o r k e r s by r e f u s i n g t h e 
recognise the right of the Asea 
National Executive Committee 
to handle the matter. They also 
threatened to dismiss some of 
the Asea workers. 

"But by daily shop steward 
meetings after knock off time 

we managed to control the 
strike. General meetings were 
also held every morning at all 
three factories/ 

On September 26 each shop 
steward committee had meet* 
ings with their local manage* 
m e n t . E v e n t u a l l y , 

management agreed that from 
that day onwards the artisan 
would 'no longer be in the em
ployment of the company' and 
t h a t p rocedures would be 
amended 'to ensure that a re* 
currence of this sort cannot be 
repeated1. 


