
WHILE the rest of the 
world's soccer lovers 
lived through the excite
ment o f seeing the 
World Cup on TV, South 
Africans had to be con
tent with only hearing 
the results o f matches. 

The South African 
Broadcasting Corporat
ion (SABC) was barred 
from screening the 
matches because of the 
apartheid policy of the 
government. 

Bait 
So, to save face and 

in an attempt to get 
back into world sport, a 
team of " international" 
soccer players, mostly 
British, were lured to 
play in South Africa, 

With their identities 
being wit he Id to the 
last minute and with 
thousands of rands 
offered as bait by the 
South African Brewer
ies, the squad was flown 
into Johannesburg ear
lier this month. 

But the thousands of 
rands did not succeed 
in getting the world's 

top soccer players to 
come to South Africa. ( 

England's captain, 
Kerin Keegan said he 
stayed away in spite of 
being offered R500 000 
because he disagreed 
with the South African 
government's policy. 

Two top Argentinian 
players, Ossie Ardiles 
and Mario Kempes, 
who would have been 
the main attractions of 
the tour, had to pull 
out because of pressure 
from their home teams, 
which had not been 
consulted about the 
South African tour. 

With these players 
gone, it was proven 
once again that only 
players without any 
soccer future wi l l be 
prepared to risk their 
careers by playing in 
South Africa. 

Not fooled 
Another setback 

came for the organi
sers when the people 
did not turn up in 
masses for the first 
match in Cape Town 

o against a Western Pro-
% vince 11. 

i , 
e " I t proved that the 

people can see through credibility for racial 
the tour and wil l not sport," a Manenberg 
support weak attempts soccer player said, 
to get international 


