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We live with hardships!

Kinross two years on

OCTOBER 1 is a very
important day lor
mineworkers.

That is the day we remember
the 177 comrade workers who
died on 16 September. 1986, al
Kinross goldmine breathing poi-
SONOUS AsSes.

This year the NUM commem-
orated Kinross by services in
Welkom, Secunda, Rustenberg.
Wits region, Cape Town, Phala-
borwa and Northern Natal.

The Wits regon remembered
Kinross by a mass mectung in the
Johannesburg City Hall. There
were speeches, music and culig-
ral performances.

In declaring October | as a
bealth and safety day NUM is not
only calling on workers 10 com-
memorate the Kinross disaster
but is also calling for the declara-
tnon of the day as a paid public
holiday.

Work stoppage

A main point raised in the ser-
vices was that in future the death
of a single miner should be
treated as a work sloppage.

The stoppage would protesi
against the inlerests of mine man-
apement 10 make profils a the
expense of worker salety.

Speaking at Welkom, NUM
general secretary Ramaphosa
said: "workers should consider
slopping work cach time a
worker or workers are killed - not
as a strike - but as a sign of
mourning the death of that or
those workers”.

NUM president James Molaisi
said that as long as the bosses do
not lose production whenever
workers are killed in the mines
they will do nothung about safety.

In 1986 more than 325 000
mineworkers and 275 000 wor-
kers from other industries ob-
served a call from the NUM 1o
moum the 117 dead and show
solidanty with the 365 injured in
the disaster

The Kinross disaster happened
because the tunnel walls of the
mine were lined with a special
plaster polyurethane. Polyure-
thane catches fire easily amd gives
off poisonous gasses when alight,
Kinross management were awane
of the dangers.

Two years on, nothing has been
leamt from the Kinross disaster
because no proper inguiry has
been held.

The Gencor mine officials were
not blamed by the governmen.
The white welder, who ran away

and escaped the fire, was charged
R 100

The NUM and its lawyers were
silenced by inspectors al the Kin-
ross inquiry and noi allowed to
ask questions or give evidence,

Comrade Ramaphosa said the
inguiry was a sham. "The refusal
ol permission (o the NUM to par-
tcipate in the inguiry cleary in-
dicates thal management and the
Governmen! Mining Engineer
have a lot 10 hide”, be said,

Two years on the Governmenl
Mining Engineer (GME) has sull
not passed any regulations aboul
the use of polyurethane and olher
plastic foams underground,

Workers business

Two years on, the bosses, the
Chamber of Mines in particular,
still refuse 1o negotiate health
and safety with workers in the
mining industry. For many years
the bosses have been saying that
health and safety is their busi-
ness.

Workers bave already 1aken
the stuggle around health and
safety further. This struggle has
resulted in the signing of two
health and safety agreemenis.
This achievement has proved that
health and safety does not belong
lo managemenl, it is a worker
1550e

Organise or die - stop
mines stealing our lives

ACCIDENTS continue 1o claim
many lives on the mines.

In the first hall of the year 265
workers died on Chamber affil-
iated mines, The ommber of wor-
kers killed in the same period last
year was 161,

The decline in the numbers can
be astnbuted (o the active invol-
vemenl of our members i health
and safety issues in many mines.

However, there is still a lot of
ground to be covered in this anca.
In a number of mines our mem-
bers have started selling up
health and safety structures like
safety commitiees and safety ste-
wards,

Further improvements will bhe
made if workers on more mines
can starl setiing thewr structures.

Whilst this 15 the case the bosses
are busy, setting up their own
Struciunes.

These managemeni safety
commiliees must be reected as
they are not democratic and will
not serve the interests of workers.

These commitices will not have
ne goliating powers but will be the
ool boys of the bosses’ safety of-
ficers. The NUM wanls commil-
tees thal will negotiate health and
safety with the bosses.

Whilst the bosses and the gov-
emment are altempling (o keep
workers away from accident -
vestigations and ingquines wor-
kers must make sore thal they
attend these as these can provide
workers with a lot of information
aboul accidents,

On October | a recommenda-
tion was made that workers must
slop work everytime a worker has
been killed on the mines. Thas 8
to moum the death of the wor-
kers.

In 1987 workers at Bank Col-
liery in Withank went on strike
for 3 days after a worker was
killed undergrourdd. The bosses
on that mane were shaken ap (o
an exten! that no other worker
died on that mine for the rest of
the year.

This type of action has been
employed by workers in many
parts of the world and it has
proven to be very useful. In these
countries the numbers of workers
dving from accudents has gont
dowmn

This is a good example to fol-
low if we hope to change the pres-
enl situation. It is only when the
bosses stan losing money as a -
sult of accidents that they will
take safety senously.

Gencor Ermelo coal mine found guilty of 35 deaths

GENCOR'S Ermelo Coal Mines
and five officials have been
blamed for the death of 35 wor-
kers in a methane gas explosion
al the mine last year.

The courl inguest found ne-
gligence by the mine and officials
caused the deaths. Thirty four of

the workers were NUM mem-
bers. The workers died of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

NUM assistant secretary
general Marcel Golding said the
decision of the court showed "ithe
whaole system of mining was noi
satisfactory, especially the levels

ofventilation"™.

Golding said methane gas ex-
plosions had increased in the
eighties and the accident last
year was the mine’s third in five
years. The NUM will be demand-
ing additional compensation for
ihe dependents of those killed.

Workers disabled and injured in the mines have to organise
to fight for better compensation and accident leave.
VICTOR MHLOMI salutes other workers on Kinross day.

Elect union safety
stewards to guard

your work rights

A NEW law has given the mine
bosses power to appoint safety
representalives to deal with
health and safety issucs on the
mines.

Bul these "represemtatives” will
not have any power in making any
decisions. They won't be able to
negotiate bealth and safety issues
with the bosses,

They are nothing but an exten-
sion of the bosses’s forms of con
trol. They will only act as advisors
lo the safety officers which the
bosses will be appointing, in line
with the new law.

These safely representatives
are nothing more than the old
and rejected limson commitices
dressed in different colours.

The response of the NUMY
members to this has been tolal re-
Jection, Instead, workers are
electing their own safety ste-
wards.

These safely stewards are
clectied democratically. Our
union’'s members are electing the
safely siewards despie the fact
that the bosses are refusing to
recognise them.

The difference between the
hosses’ safely representatives
and our safety stewards is that
safety stewards have the power 1o
negofiale bealth and safety mat-
ters; can inspect the workplace o
identify hazards; have access 1o
the govwernment inspeclors; are
trained by the union: can investi-
gale accidents and can gel infor-
mation from the bosses.

The umon calls on workers on
all mines (o elect safety stewands
as a matter of urgency.

ACCIDENT
MONITOR

WESTERN DEEP - The NUM
will be taking part in the inguest
inquiry which will be held in Fe-
hoary next year to look into ihe
death of seven workers who died
from breathing polyurethane
gases during a fire on 13 October
at Western Deep Levels Gold
Mine.

ORANGE FREE STATE - The
tumbling of rocks at Lorraine
Mine, No 2 Shaft tunnel, killed
one worker and seriounsly injured
three on 3 October.
RUSTENBERG - On 17 October
six mineworkers died afler the
hoist went up and down without
being operated. NUM members
were refused permission to al-
tend the inquiry after being told
theywerenot” properlydressed” -
they were wearing t-shirts. Mem-
bersshould be aware that anyone
can aftend an inquiry and there
are no rules about clothes.
SAAIPLAAS - The OFS health
and safety official has been at-
tending inguires about the
deaths of 2 mineworkers in the
same week at Nod shaf.
WESTERNAREAS-Oneworker
died in a rockfall and several
were injured vndeground at
Western Areas Gold Mine on 13
Uctober. NUM regional officials
are demanding a full explanation
of the cause of the accident.
KLOOF GOLD MINES - Three
workers died at Kloof after a
pressure bursi on 13 October.,
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