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DIE VERRAAD EN DAARNA THE BETRAYAL AND AFTER
DIE ongelukl:ige poppespel van die gesament-

like parlement-sitting is afgeloop en Suid
Afrikaners moc:t hul na die nuwe toc:sland skik,
waar daar nou geen grondwet meer ~staan,

behalwe wat deur die party aan die bewind
voorgeskryf word nie. Dit IS onsinnig om dit
slegs 'n tegniese verandering te noem, en te se
dat ons net SODS voorheen sal voortleef. Dis
geensins net 'n tegniese verandering nie. Geen
cen van ons sal van nou af aan ooit die politiek
in presies dieselfde lig beskou nie.

Ons ...ertroue is die bodem ingeslaan. Die
grondwet waaronder ons groot geword het en
wat ons leer beskou het as een van die
basiese feite van ons politieke bestaan is aan
fleuters geskeur. Ons moc:t dus weer die hele
saak uitdink ewe hard as die stigters van die
Unie moc:s dink.

. Daarbr kom die onaangename feit dat ons
met teeslO en met 'n agtergrond van biuerheid
moc:t begin dink. Wat so ellendig is omtrent
die vemietiging van die grondwet is die manier
waarop dit gedoc:n is. As mens die saak
alg~meen beskou was die metode nog baie
erger as die feit. Enige land het die reg om
sy grondwct te verander, maar dit moet met
gocdkeuring gebeur, nie deur te peuter met
staatsbcstuur tccn die wil van die mccrderheid
nie. Die regering het alle reg om die Uniewet
te amendeer. maar nie die reg tot 'n wysiging
op die manier waarop dit op 27 Februarie uit.
gevocr is nie.

Die geskil sal wetlik voor die hof gele word,
lens)' die opposisie van plan verander. Verder
kan ons die saak nie vervolg nie. Die besluit

Th~ S/ad Sruh. F~b .• '56 I

THE misernble perfonnance of the joint
sitting in Parliament is now completed, and

South Africans muSI adjust themselves to a
new situation. in which there is no constitution
except that dictated by the party in power. It
is nonsense 10 say that this is merely a tech·
nical change. and that we shall all go on living
just as we did before. It is not just a technical
change. None of us will feel quite the same
about politics from now on.

A confidence has been shattered. The Con·
stitution under which we grew up and which
we had come to regard as one of the basic
facts of our political life has been tern up,
and now we have 10 start thinking all over
again just as hard as the Founders of Union
had to think.

And the distasteful part of this task is that
we have a biller background to our thinking.
The distressing thing about this destruction of
the Constitution is Ihe way in which it was
done. On a long view, the method was much
worse than the fact. Any nation is entitled to
change its constitution. but this must be done
by consent-not by fiddling with the machinery
of government against the will of the majority.
There was every right to amend the Act of
Union. but there was no right to amend il in
the way in which it was amended on
February 27.

The legal issue now goes to the courts.
unless there is any change of plan on the part
of the Opposition. We cannot pursue that
matter any further. It lies with the judges.
But whal we can do is to remembcr--and to
remind everybody-that this is also a moral
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le by die regters. Mallr Wilt ons wcI kan doen
is onl te onthou--cn cll:een daal1lan te herinner
-<lat die saal: 001: 'n morele sy het en dat wat
die regters 001: al mag se aangaande die saal:,
dil 'n troubreul: van RegcrinpwcE is tccnoor
die Kleurlinge en teenoor die hele volk. Die
Rcgcrina mag wctlik ooweersprceklik reg he;
moreel is hulle reeds ,·croordccl.

Wal kan die Swan Serp vroue onder hierdic
omSlandighcdc doen? Ronduil sese, mcen oos

TOEWYDIHCSREDE
M ET troIS ell t1tduigMid vuklaor

OIlS OIlS gehtg/htid aatI die fatui
l'Utl Suid-Alrika, 0tIS wy 0tIS tJatI die
die/IS 1'(/11 OIlS latld, OIlS btvestig opmlu/
IJ/lS gelrou1leid QQtI die UtI;e-"erdrog,
>I'M OIlS bymckaar gehr;ng het.

O/u befowe pleg/ig die MM/e /e 1l(md
11001 >I'(//ulIlee OIlS UtI;e besieJ l1'Qj"

idMle ,'an onder/inge ,'er/roue etl "er
draagsootllMid, I'an die onsktfldbaarheid
"an belolles, Will~ "ir die toekams,
"an I'rede en rer'tr'dig~id tunoor a1le
pn-sont en raut. OIlS bclool pleg'ig om
OIlS le ,'US;tt tUII enigc "umindering
hien'an, oonuig dtJI hierdit plig OIlS op
~/i is en dOl die geskiedellis en OM

kinden OIlS sal rcgl·erdig.
Mag Gad oM help, op Wit S;t "'ag

0#lS OIlS l'fflOO1.

OilS dit is hul plig om veronlwaardig te wees
en verontwaardlg Ic bly.

Ten twcede kan die Swart Serp vroue hul
wocde cn smart loon op die waardige maar
kr.lgtige manicr waarop hul geoefcn is tcn
spytc van baie uittartings.

Tcn Illaste glo ons dut daar vir dic Swan
Scrp vroue 'n groat opvocdkundige werk voor
le. Dit moet tOl die besef van almal gebring
word wallcr afskuwelikhcid die Rcgering ge·
p10eg hel en dic fcil rnoet dic Rasic voor oC
gchou word.

Met die konvooi van alle dele van die !aDd
wat sy hoostcpunt hcreik het met die waardige.
kragtlge demonstl'Uie in Kaapsaad het dic
Swan Scrp pragtig prestccr. Dur is geen
twyfcl aan nie_ Die venlae in hietdie uilgawe
is daarvall genocg bcwys, ou begin die op
draand. heel ondnml3tics. Mcns hn dit ccn·
"oudig Haanhou" nocm. Nog nooit het vroue
vir 'n betcr doel aanhoudelik c'1cnis vcroor·
saal: nic.
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issuc. lInd that. whatcver the judges may have
to say about it. thc Go\'crnmcnl has brokcn
faith with the Coloured peoplc and with the
whole nation. Lcglllisticlllly. tliey can be
proved right up 10 the hilt; morally they lire
already condemned.

In these circunwanca. what can the Black
Sash women do? Frankly. \lie think it is
their duty to he angry and to stay angry.

Scoondly. the Black: Sash women can
demonSlralc their anger and sorrow in the
dignified but forceful way to which they Ilavc
now schooled themscl\·cs. in spite of a great
deal of provocation.

Lastly, we think the Black: Sash women ha,'c
a great task of education to pcrfonn. The
country must be made to realise the enonnity
that thc Govcrnmcnt has committed and must
be kcpt alert to that fact.

Wilh ilS nation-wide convoy. culminating in
the dignified and cmphatic demonstration in
Capc Town. the Black: Sash did magnificently.
lbcre is no doubt about that. The reports In
this issue are evidence enough, Now bc&ins
the klng pull. pcrhaps without much drama.
Call the job nagging. if you like. Nevcr did
women nag in I better cause.

THEY yid: MWhal ...ill il alt achin~?

"WIuII <;lIn )<111 pin?~ IMY .aid.
~Ocrisive bu.&Iner Iplinlcrl on IM air.
You brin. down mockery u.""" )'our Ma".
F,,,. ...hafl" IM)' yid.

ANI) Ihen I :lu;c<t a wcarcr of (he ....h.
"Whlol <t" y f~d. 1./' sil~nl .•Iandin. Ihuc'I"

"I p.... y.......~ id.

[NI)EED ..~ n«tl thtt, t...rd!
Need mercy. wildom. C<IUrlIJt' and anod f.ilh.

Which in Ihcir fcar our rulcrl <;list a.... )·.

U[ PKAV,M lhil iI a ~lalion,

Thil I o;an u.ntko&and••nd JO
I thint il noc loo much 10 do.
10 .....nd • wbile. beloved land.
And pnoy for )·ou.

M.I.s'



'N DlIlI' STEllK STllOO~1

D. R.

SEWE . rlIil~1KIe llclc:dc:. toe 'n Iro~P wrOU<: die:
bnhlll lentenl !Kr om 'n flClisic lot die: GocWtt

ncu~.l t'n die &-.110 Miniila- to rit ~l on.
It'voel da! d;\ die undo, ..... n die hclc "lid en nie
net "",n '11 ..... r ~00l ltCdc ..no. nic. Toe het 0'"
IlOl '"" aannakrnl RlC'1 die pblkla.nd Iduod nic.

MC1 die «FlIe _~iIic- Vttpderin n 64 ..roue
in '11 ....i~te: wooMU. in JoI\anl>C$bur a!&a" WIll
Iccn oo..... wa_~ om ""me m .~ op le
p n mcmc van onbc:sprotc kantler en '11 beKf
..... YU'aIllwoordl:li~ ill ander lI~ m dofpc
.......,....I;!Il: meflle ..... , miltim !Od soos 0ftI _ "od
DOl" hierdlC lOUt. So hel ORI 290 name onl ...

Gedurct>ok '" .fmauftKl,e na"'fflt is petit"' ".
md 'n ..inn;. ~16c brief dutby inlUluil
p:"iOU, &ad! :: r. van ~k voonif:n en blifMk.
l;"p na .lk dele ""'" SUid-Afrih 1".....

DIE I)"d r.ttor -. """ die: "i_ bcw..,. an.
hct J,kp lim cbe tot <XI, Ilatiltin. p:llad om

OM huoep le dom. OM wa_ 'n leeldrirtiJC Ifoepic
......tcun., md "11 lloOOI"kop orp"iAl~ tondn"
rondse. Et! steeds ono aatuvoll deu. '11 hopo-
IOK bad cbi ont tydJie baic ""pert ""'I en cbi ons
onl in die Il"00UIC JC"'llar bqetof.

2HIOO vrllUC' van die pbucland en kkiMT f,\orlla
het I"tloor 1<'''''' un onl """,,p. On• ..,.....1...,. in
diludic .toe il "na"", in ecn ...n die Nie briewe
"'''1 ck onlvanl het: ••U vorm. MI hicr unJ('kom.
Dan ..... IIofI I"""alf uur oor voordal hul1e wflfr
llfpos ",,,,,I word. Ek .....1 h«lda, in die molor
om van pick 101 pick le ry. Elo: Ilur! vier inllevulde
vorms In (oor die 100 handlekeninls). Mel mccr Iyd
101 my bclkikkina IOU ek Nie meeT h~ndlekeninp

kon Ichy het. Ek il baie """'I' ma~r 01 50 bly
d~1 ek uileindelik ieli 101 die saa ton bydral~

Ondcnuuen il die ,rool senlruml bcJGCk, l)ie
",",lrif .....1 un die cia, aclt il MI al ",vol, 'n
verdcu 7'.000 ""ndlckeninp ,.,tu.d. ""'I 'n 1'"001,
lotaal Vlln 100.000 I\andlCkeninp aclew"," M\.

M!'ft. 'nsienl il dil WUr om le ~ clal die ..s...·arl
Scrp be""",;n, cirlllil< acllol:« iI by die UnlelCbou.
Pmoria, aedurcndc die 48 uur clal on, dur ,ewuk....

In die Jan, stilk ure: lbl ons in die amlilCall:r IUI
1000000000kc van belanariLc sprtt!<lIcn pit en luiokr
hel. is 'n band luum on,~....ouc van _
Iltillcfldc provinsicl. vrouc woe lie a'lI:r#ond hemel,·
breed ventil het, vrouc U'I vertK-we -'ale krinF.
,..kbond Iricklft"l. vmuo: 'QI CftI at bcidc IaIMhtr.Ie
...n SUid-Afrih maetia _........ey almo.l _I dielelfdc:
.....""l van ecn~heid en dodbcoo"llilheid.

Wie WOIfI at dau mc1 die p'1lool1c van die Sonrt
Sn"p bcwC'lin, mM..... IIOJ ict, ,,0In"J in die Ie:wc
,rI"OCp ;" 'n "",re- SUid·Afrit.unlle nuie. Want
wur die YrOUC meha. vitMl. Icd" o<lk die lindc...
...n die IUIlic in VTC'Ck en harmonic mel mchar.

T USS€N doe onbtaan ...n .....5 Vr~ en die
""lanlM" Gruot 1 rd: All KUf'il2.d If maandc ...n

u'lpullcndc en onvcrmocilk krapin"","nnm,.
Hicr wil "k ana, spcIiak huldc: brin, un elL" lid

,,,n on' Vrouebond .....1 die aa-iewe van haar I"wone
daalliklle "","'e en haar ,.,mal< 0PI"')If.". ""t om op
hicrdie lale uur haa_1f Ic W) un lalldAke, l>ie I)''''
!olll ..nbruk ....nn«r .)' met Iroll cn d~nkbaarhcid

.mlllou ",I ... .,..d.

/)jr S•..,,,, Serp, "rh. '~ ,

He,in AUJUSlul 19" ""'I onl "'UI 'n 11"00"{' vrOl>f.
milo':oen 200 in lelal in Johannabur,. en mInder ..
die Mlfle in Pmorill, mel 'n kif;" ..vol, van JCf"
drifliae bekcerdc:s in rncale van die belanariku
dorpe in die Un;"', en met 'n orpniluie _I 10
nuut 'Qs. clal die ink .....armre die konJlitu,ic
haaJtia opaetrel< is, "'" sbars dn>oa WlU,

Ons het bcPn mc1 die .....k in J>retoria, aevol,
deur die S..-rl Scrp ontvan" van die Minilten. die
wUlO'ina van Icdc. CHPnusil:. die reel van v.oter en
stft'Ck crotCf~ .... _ ",,"DeIin, van
die SCftaatwet le 1001I.. ftl die lcOctal hel ul\&C'IC,~i
van 'n padise Iyfentnalljie tOl 'n dicp 1Icrt.
itroom. Planelandle "" RandIe dorpe .. bcsori: en
0tII "ddlOS ondet hul aanda, ft'brm,. en spoedi&
hel dit du_lit ....ord dal die JohanllClburpe
komike die .....-t dum belrol<k" nie mctt ~ doel
tn:lfenllc W)'IC I<on behat1il nie.

VROEG in xpCembemwmd is die _ llueks
konfercnlic In Johannc:sbur, ,.,...,...

'n TWtt<Ie stuetdlonfcrensie is IfIfn November in
Port Elizabelh nodi, PI. Onl IftIctaI MI duilendc
balaan mel latke In cIte provin,ie in die Unie en
""I Ileeds het die ,endrit aes11"

NOlI iI dur 14 ~Irekc. en droe dillrikle at ampcr
,rool "''''''''' om Jlreke lC""",m le wor"'. l>ltar;'
In clke Ilr«k I;"nlllle van lakk~ ver,prci, Icrwyl
byna elke dorr.ie en afJ('ld! dislrik If Swarl ScrP
VrOtlC hel. sel , 'Qar party 01' die oomblik no, nie
in die openbaar ..emyn hel Ale.

Elke brief ....1 ons onlvan, kondil die Ilillin, un
van 'n nuw~ tal< lIf ...n die: ..nlluil ...n nuwe
rekrulc, Soos die .... Iersl<eitlin' van 'n "'001 rivier
van levocl""" voed elb dcmon,tra,k, elke nuwe
konlak, elke verpdcrin" die IteedS dieper wordcndc
Ilroom.
~W..rh«n is onl balemmin,'" I);" lockom, bly

'n aeMim. Man 100I die Voortre-kl<er Vroue ull
0'" aesticdenil ....1 ('I"rk in hul ",Iool) die
onbekenllc mel rnocd Icft'mocl Il".....n het, Al ons
ook mel dic voI,te verlroue ...... In die be....uH)'n clal
die bel""in, sdo:..". is.

WE SHAU CONTINUE
SUN _Iy apinlt lhe hKkaround at blic

inertiII. the Ne at Bbd: S.1Il demom.tnl.....
may wril ""'"' rnierooa>pic. Con,idcftd in re-Iation
III Ihe dilfiadlies of orlP"isin, and ~in, out lhe
dclllOl'JlralioM.. and pvcn lhe fKt IIv.I 8W:k Salll
women ha~ """""" and d,"ies ....hich eannot be
Ilf'Ol"cd. lhe seopc and~ of Ihc dc:tnonllntiom
are dfIfpIy irn~.

On June I~. 19". Ihirty·five I....nl .........
<Jcmonstral.....1 at Ihcir _no

On January I}. 1956. .-hundrC'd"'1lnd·fi(ly knonl
MW Ihc Rlaet. Sash w""",n.

WE SH ....LI. CONTINUE.
Thc Book of Books hal a p;lrabk aboul an

lmporlunal" WitJ(,w and an Un"... Judll". It iI
worth) of 1100)".



THREADS FROM THE SASH

GUR tireless orpnisu in the CAROLINA district
wrilea: "Our Lu.luc is ;n~ mat;n, IfQl

Il..idea. and .. Ion, .. our memM,", conllnuc to
work. hope Ind pny fOl" our COIInlry their c/fons
mUll be aowncd by victory."

CAPE TOWN has natllnlly lIftn in the lime-
lilfl!l. A IfOlIP of businaamcn there .cfcroW

10 Friday. January 13. al 8u.ct Snll Day. Apparently
the OTHER Ictivity of tM cby WII. con.idcnd
incidental.

AN Eastern Tranlvul town, which wc 1JIa1l lKll:
name, 'CPOtll: -After <;an",";n, WOmen 10 join

lhe Lealue, we have been uked by husband, to
lear up the cards. They were sympathetic bUI fcared
for tllci, iobl."

Where did OUr old freedam '0. fellow SwIll
AfriCllnl. while we dozed in the wn?

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

THE RNatal Witllaa" had this to ay 0( \11 as
far back as Aul'lII 17. t9SS: 1be _ han

aem. more dearly Iha.n moll: mm appeal 10 have
doac. !hat the Senate Ad. is a-uciaL They have
shown. unambil\lOUlly. !hat bere !bey draw the tine..
And they han bnVfll diloomforl and ridieu.1e to
show !hat they do draw the line here."

Our ranks have .,.own and arOWD lince thOle
word:l we« _itten. Well done, w~ 0( South
Africa!

THE LOWVELO REGION c:ontinUCI to forae
ahead in the manncT of a prairie fire. The _est

branch in the relion ....1 formed at SABlE in a
matter of boon. with .~ lip!ed mc:mben. A breath·
~ welcome to our ranks.

courtesy and diplity wb..h used to characterise OW"
people, capecially thoac 0( Afribaol lIock, die out,
the eountry will be immeasurably the poora".

• • •

WE alute the w_ 0( PORT SHEPSTONE who
1l00d ill pourin. rain on Friday. JlDUlf)I ll.o(

lbamdul maDOl"y, to lbare the moumiat: 0( their
wen thtoulbout the country. The man who doIfcd
bill hat to them and aid: "Well doac." ....1 upl"ftI'o
in. the wiahes and fedinp 0( thousaodl..

OVERSEAS ncw~ls have bc~n bUly r«\Ifdmll
Black Sash activitiel lince the count of the firat

petition forml tool< place in a private house in
Johannesoora. We are hopinl in the near future to
have aomc: of theae lilma collated and shown to
memben. If lUitable arranlemmlll could be mao,.
in eountry tOwnl. the National E.t._tive wOl.ild
be pd to make the lilrm availabk.

A NEWLANDS member ",nd, thil utraet from a
letler from Enllland. "On Friday the llth of

black memory. the lint item we hard on the 9
o'clocl< B.B.C. newl bulletin ....1 abollt the Black
Sash:' Will the day c:omc when thill ...,n be aid
about the S.A.B.C.?

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

IN reply 10 • qUCSIion in the Houte of Aslembly
WMlller the women of the Black SllIoh had wed

ltuft limes in vain 10 KC him, Mr. Strijdom Aid
that kM•• B. J. Seboanan reoti~ thae JOOd ladies
on my behaU. but wbc:n uted 10 put thcir cue they
were either unwill.int: or I.IDabk 10 60 IO.~ Mr.
Schoanall .... olI'a-af threI: ...~ of rnMIMd and
mut«ly upunml apinst the Sc:IlllU DlaIUU. b
he: unable to folk>w an araumml?

TIt~ Blad Suit, F~"" 'j6

r: is an unhappy fad that of the j«t'I and insull$
olfeL'fll to the Bl;ick Sash women, the I1lOIt disput

in. come from youn••i~in. lirll and ~outhl just
ltartinl work. All PrOVlncel confirm th'l. If the

THE SecRluy foe- the KIMBERLEY ~aion hal
undcrtaknl 10 ..iIit a ll:adin. Nationalist in !he

hope !hat lie ..ill honour us witb a frank and rde..
..aftt opinion on tbe Senate An.. In the lklod 0(
..miap. in Parliammt and out, which has over..
wlKlmcd .... since the mooutroua Bill ....1 introduoed.
we h....e heard nolhin. wh"h eould make UI alter
OW" opinion that it is imlnOC"al and unjIWiflable.

•••

Di~ SWllrt Srrp

WE are happy to report that NORTHERN
TRANSVAAL ill now a la.rle diltrict umkr the

chairmanship of Mra. A. M. Sime. of P.O. Box 14,
Munnik, who il bUIY orpnilin. the area.

•

•••



TREKTHE GREAT PROTEST
~~,..------::

A MEM BER wbo liva in •~ fannina
distritt of ~ O.F.5. apab with feelin. or the

freedom 10 uprew opinion lbal is aljo)"ed iD wir
diwia. No ~blactm&il~ in UM: fOl"m of social
osll"ae$'n (W buliMss 1011 opft'&tel lhere. Thil free
donl mate! for Itrm,th of WI'1ICIU, and it is .fOf'
the preservation of wdl freedom that _ arc fi&!llm,.
A F!'elloCh philosopher onec: said, kl disal1ec wilh
your.o'pinion, but I will die ddmdinl row .ilM IQ
say 11.

Ole SW"., Sr,p. 1'..11. '56 ,

A WRITER horn wrrBANK la)"": -rbc Strijdom
c1iq~ blllme !be OoooNlion for fon:in. them

into paN;n, the So:nat" "Act. They do not lite it.
but wtlat c:ould the GowrIUllalI do when their hands
were forood? Thil teem, to be • V<l.riation of tIw:
old French ItOry-yOU tnow how il ,DelI: ·Sir. this
il • danlerOlIl animal, which should be detlro>'e4.
~n I atlacked it, il bil me·.~



SASII BAl'S IN CAI'E 'CO\\'N
M,l' .... £AI"....

I wrik this in fUomlfon\C:in. the finl halt of 'ail
Great TId .. rc'CUL T'hanb to Jean Sinc:1a..'.
amazin. OI'pllisltiorl (what a seoenl she woukl hue
made!) and Bobby Cluwu', lremnKlout work, this
JRllI convoy has moved with an unbdie'Yable
amoolJ\nc:sl., plMrint itrcn.th .. it ha. rolled alon,
-lgym, the plaudand open-fTIOI,Ilh«l with 1,lonish.
menl, clutch in, itl pam/fefjin 11 the Eerbiedix l)n,
Gro"dwtl diuppearw down the rOld to the Clop<:.

NOlllina ha. IIappc:n.ed 50 rar 10 &hake the nation.
but more lmall incidents lban I an tell )'00. The",
Will !be Af.g" mother. for CblllP!C, sill;n. under
the Ireel where WC 'I~ for lunch. with an en
mantin, brown bilby. Si>e ..id 10 ooe of ... ; wYn.
)-001 00 this 10 tJllU my baby OM ....Y CUI ao 10
KhooI. R

-Wc "'viaillcd"" I' Va.ndubi,l h.t, I' Winbura.
KrOOllltad, Bnlodl'....t. uw;l linally at BIonnfonlcin.
ar'n" • IJow and most imprCMlVC dri~ into the
<:ity. People rusMd out of u.eir homa 10 ICe UI
ride .-g and !be man:h tNou,h the .lr«,u in nnh
<.If four of ab<HJt 1$0 women "'711 yery Iinc. I fell
like • member of • viclorioul arm)' "ntcrin, •
belcaa~red <:ity. One knOWI Ihat the vIctory mlY be
f.. IWlY. bul OIle Ilso kllOWI that it will rome.

AI Parrs people came up 11 _ 1100<1 al viail Ind
Ihook UI by lhe hand. Wc hlllded OUI OUr Wi" Is
QlUr pamphlctl fr«ly. At KrOOllllld. I1 my car
_I bcina filkd up. I lIOIicecl ....0 -.r-Iookin. mm
look... I1 In with e)"lIical half_ilea. I ~PClN

011 to lhe pavcmml and, in Afritu.... o/t:eml each
I pampbld.

..Nn. _ 1«1 Ilk IlIlb f'I1"d ....r
MIs JotJI" <1_ bf>,,~ om dir ,,, Insr-
Thil .....de lhem SO lbame-flcN thal they caeh

too/l; I pamphlc:t !Mdly. A. I lurllfd lway. a youn,
MrikulI. airl Ilkfd fCll" a pamphlet. lay'"' with •
witherill' 10<11< ill their direction: ..EK ;1 nif< bl/ltx
"id"

"GO BACK 1'0 ENGLANO"

K ROONSTAD {'f"ovidcd the moM. Ind lhe moM
ftltertlinin,. incicknu.. Two of l)W" membcn

who WCR abottfd: ..0 .... '"It. _ £lI~I.1td "._
jIolI" ....",,' .1."",- lumrd out 10 be the daudllft"I
of Sir Robcrt Kottc. A Ic:adin, Afribanl f.rma
_I 10 irnprelKd by hil IinI u&lll of Black Saill
"OIUCI' that he did • U·turn in "his car 10 that he
miaht find OUI whoal il _. all about. Given.
pIImphlc:l, he dClnallded INWe and __ liven three
or (our. No. he Aid. that ....1 not mOUlh. He
wanted do~_ens 10 hand around in "r""nslad Ind lhe:
district.

People ,,'nc alloJ "'ilh inlernt c.'cr}where "-,,
"'mt. M... Arri"ans people. wC found. hoad nc:~r
heard of IIN: movement and .......e intcrlsety intelQtcd.
We have. nwnber of Afrikaan. women (and onc:
pa.tnfamiliul with UI. In KmoftIIId III Afriltunl
mother and dallAhter ......e 10 ueited lhal they joined
up. bouPII blKk AIhrI. PJC our route and ruth£d
011 10 collecl friends Ind I car 10 lhat lhey miahl
join the convoy 01'1 the neat day.

I can't leave OUI the nice .....n in Bnndfort wOO
advKcd UI 10 chootc the POll OIIice t1lthcr than lhe

'rhr R/fI('lt SAlh, ,....h., ',56 6

lIS MILLION

OUR nc:Wlpapermcn and women Ire wilh UI, Ther"
. . arc also me.n. from the B.B.C. and US.A, tele

V'"1OIl Ind a Bnttill newsreel .....n who telll u. that
hil picturca of the convoy will he sem by In
calimaled 125 miJliool peoplel

The beal iI intcnle Ind iI likely 10 he wone 10
morrow. 110 that '"' arc Utremely lired and tkhy
dnllfd.

IN STELLENBOSCU
T HE Irn~mellll hllve been wonderful_o hitch

Inywhere. 1lle weather hlll allu been very kind
to ul-oniy the lunch OUllidc Tou River Ind Ihe
IUhoequenl drive to SlellenbOlc:h erc made in very
hot wClllher. Wc arrived in Stellenbosch a little
""rty. partly because wc all ,peedcd up It the: thou"'t
0( ihldy c.kI Ind WCltern Province hospitality
which both came up to upcdltion.. '

'11Ic _ escitin, Ihi"-."boul the journey iI the
rna>unr.mcal and aa;IaJlll wC have met eYCl')'
........,..c. ,f IlOl from eVCf)'Ofte. Each time tlI.al '"'
Mopped to vl,il ... to fill up with petrol, men and
• ..mn. -.c cl them IlOl IWe to upr_ thcmselVCI
in Ea&liah. came up 10 the can to Iohab handI with
IQ and to wish IQ 00tI speed. It filh one with I IftlIC
cl solemn tkterminll~nd alIG of amt humili,y.

TilE GREAT OAY

WE! dtove illlo Stellen!><nch 011 the Ifternoon of
Friday. February 12. Here WC ....... fCll" lhe:

fit'll lime lhe IUperb orplIlAtiun which our Cape
Black Suhera Wft"'C to Ihow over Ind 0...". III ,n
III III W1helinoably Ibon lime the comprebmlli"';
plans flW car driftn and pIIICII.... "',,",e dtotributfd.
and hoIpttality and tnnapon WCR 11Iocated.

On Saturday mornina there _ •• _in, of lbe
National Eucut;ve and lhe Re,ional Chairs Ind
rcpresentatiwcs.

So 10 Monday-the: ,,-eat day-when I woole with
bullcrllin in my .t_h and a ..UI Ulltlliun of
mind. Wc "'ere due 10 leave SteJlenbOlc:h for Cape
Town from 8 I.m. AI 8.00 shlrp. Section A .... ,
olf, fullowed clOlfJy Rnd un time by the other
_tion.. Not one ...... IRle.

Wc mcl apin <>n the: Cap" Town forclhore, ready
for the drive up Adder"',' SI"""I. How lime dn,.,ro
...... untH II a.m. when Addrrky SIrect __
efficienlly cleared of Inftic. Wc WCR oIt" II J I,U.
Whm _ multi we rillal up Adderlcy SIrect "'"
realised lhat there wen: thouAndI of people theft.
wbo had come 10 we _nd 10 do more lhan ..... tch.
AI the little blad ear wilh the Boot of the Con
lIilution eame into view. a rc.r. a eheft-••nd _vc
upon _ve of lumultuoul ......nd fOIe and broIle and



rose again. The I SO cars drove slowly up and down
10 lhe same roar of praise.

The Cape Town papers n.amed lhe day "Sash
Monday" rather Ihan Joint Sillin, Day. And Sash
Monday il was. The Sash was everywhere-in
SlreelS. shops and restaurants.

We held OUr public meelin, on the Parade al
5 p.m. and were able 10 see and meet Ihe women
from Olher convoys and other regions. II(lme of
whom had left their homes almosl a week before
10 be in Cape Town on lime. The Cape Town
chair. Mrs. Cherry van Selm, inlroduced OUr
Nalional Presidenl, Mrs. RUlh Foley; our Nalional
CIulir. Mrs. kan Sinclair; and lhe PorI EliVlbeth
Chair. Mrs. Alison Pirie. Aher lhree brillianl and
movin, speeches. lhe stinin, meelin, closed wilh lhe
read in, of lhe Dedication alolld and the singing of
Die Sum and "The QlIeen."

THE Cape Town hranch had meanwhile b«n keep-
ing lhe forly-ei,hl-hollr mass vi,il olltsilk Parlia

menl since eilhl Ihal mo.... in' and Wefe ca.rryina On
IInlil the visilors look OVer al eilht on Tuesday morn
inl. Viails Were allocalcd 10 all branches 50 lhal the
nllmber on vi,il remained fairly conSlant

On Tuesday at lunch·time members were asked 10
invile non·members to "Meelthe Black Sash" al lhe
Drill Hall. The enormws. stitlin,ly hot hall was
packed with women. and a few brave men. ealinl
sandwiches. drinkin, coffee. blit, more importanl.
lalkin\l. Then we heard masterly addresses from
Mrs. Catherine Taylor, M.P.C., who made me rnlise
how black lhe hwr is and stren,thened ten-fold my
delermination 10 work and fight and pul this riahl.
and from Mrs. Marprel Ballinger. M.P., who
•howed clearly lhe choice before Ul-lO sllrrender
de:mocracy by default or. by acceplinl its privile~es.

10 take on lhe implied IHJrdeo of its responsibiJiltes.
I took part in lhe 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. viail. The

House had risen al 3 p.m. 50 Parliament Streel was
open. Those who had been standing were quietly
rdieved by lhe new shift. As we slood for that fil'$l
hour. hundreds of cars passed up and down, IOme
10 jeer bill mOSl of them 10 cheer. The jeering look
a more spiteful form later. Some women were
jabbed wilh hatpins and pelted wilh rOllen ve,etables.
Ihmwn apparently from the prdens of Parliament
The "demonstralors" remained well·«mcealed and
were heard In disappear in hUle when the police
arriVed.

AI about three in the morning I wenl 10 the club
which had donaled ils premises for lhe use of those
nn dUly for the rorty-e"hl hours. and had a cup of
Ihe hOl, slron, and apparenlly inexhallStible coffee
which kepI liS loin,. The scene was poianant. In
lhe dim liahl were women of all ales and all
de,rees. a real Gallup Poll ..oup. with two tbings:
in common: the Black Sashes they wore u the oul
ward symbol of lheir common cause. and lhe weary
patlor of lheir facea. Some Wefe ul«p. on the
ftoor. on sofas. or silling al tables wilh their !leads
propped in lheir hands. Somc wer<: talking qllietly.
olhen were readin,. and one slalwan was kniltinl.
As lhe hour for Iheir nexl vi,il approached lhey gOI
up. strelched and went off quietly. I heard no
!oOUnd of complaint There was just tile cOll'iciolls
nell or a job to be done.

7

AT seven on Wednesday mornin, il wal lime 10
disperse. We ~ould nol leave, however, until the

poli~e, who had arrived shorlly before. had finished
laking the numbers of our cars. We I'lIId cards for
lhe House lhal mornin,. So after breakfasl in town.
we returned. bla~k roses in place of OUr IolI.shes. at
~•.J(l. There we slXnl a dep~ned morning lislening
In Mr. Slrijdom inlroducinM lhe Se~Ofld Reading of
lhe South Africa Act Amendmenl Bill and left in
time fnr lhe farewell lunch al the Mui«nberg
PaviliOfl. Here we said our official good·byel 10
the Cape women who Iuld done 50 mu~h for u•.
HUl it was nol lluite ,ood-bye. VOIUnleerS were
called for for a v,gil unlil the House rose al 10.25
p.m. So we stood agsin that night There we saw
a Minisler shove one of Our women aside: in
sn,er and haste. There we heard Members of
Parliamenl sayinathings like. "What cheek! Call the
poli~e and have thcm removed" and '11"ow para
ffin on them and lill:ht il.'· That was our farewell 10
the highest ~ouncil III Our land.

And 50. off lhe nUl roornin.. The thought of
home. hllsl>and and children lifted hearts saddened
by the parling from new but neverlhele.s dear
friends. We took back with us hearteninl a. well as
depressing experienccs. A woman from the Trans·
vul plallelsnd told one of us th.at Monday had
been lhe ,reatesl UlXrienee of her life. Another
1I1aek Sasher had a Ion.. lalk wilh a lar,e, charminl
Afrikaans·.pcaking poll« serlleant. wilh what she
described as an amuingly inlefelled and olXn mind.
They Slood lalking for about lwenly minules. He
wenl off wilh leaflets. very starlled bUl kindly and
alive 10 another aspect of the Black Sa.h.

Slories en~ouraginll and discoura,ina. grave and
gay. are 50 many tlull lhey wOllld spill over the
pall's of the Newsleller. llack home in the eilies .
lnwn. and villages lhey are bc:inl told by all of liS.

YOO"
O. F. 0\1.

FACT AND FICTION

TilE FlcnON
The Conslilution is n"t ....r Conslitulion. It was

f"rectl till os hy lbe Hrilish Government

TH.: FACT
In the years imn>cdialdy follow;nl lhe Anllo

H.ocr·War. lhe thoullhts "f statesmen in all four
colonies were lurninl lowards an amalpmation of
the ~oloniel. In 1906 a National Convention of
represenlalives from the eolonie. was lummoned.
There were no delegates from Great Brilain.

It was lhi. Convention that drew up the Soulh
Africa Act. It was thi. Convenlion lhal resolved
all the difficult questions Ihal called for anSWer:
Whether the amalpmalion should take lhe form of
a close Union Or of a loose Fedefalion; where lhe
capital should be; how lhe llOlO lanlUal"l should be
prOlCCIW; hnw exisling vOlinl! ri,hls should be safe
guarded.

It was lhi. Convenlion thal worked 0Il1 lllal
langUlle anti v<>ling righl. should not be alterable

Th~ BlM! Stu"



~p1 by • Iwo-thirds ma;ori.)' of belli Hou_ in
joint _ion,

All IheIe questionl 'IO'a"c dccilkd by • Coolwotion
in wbidl YOlin. riahls wen confined to South
Africans. Grat BriQin Iuod no ~" either in the
diKlmion or in che dedliom.

Afc.., the Soulll "(ra .....ct Iuod b«n dn..n up by
lhe National Convention, i. was .cc..pt~ by the
...rl; .....nll of the C.~ Colony. the Cranp RiveT
Colony and the r ...n.....l. and approved by I
rderendum in Natal. Then, lince Ihc're WIll no other
luthority which roIIkI ~. the ACI 10 mate it df_

REGIONAL CHAIRS AND
SECRETARIES

BLOEM FONTEIN
C. Mrs, H. O'Connor, p.a. Boa 2.~ .
.\', M... S. Kru.er. 5 Frknd HOUK, West

Bur~r Slt«l.

CAPE TOWN
C. Mr7.. 0terTy van Sdm. Hish Rilin&,

wc!kYrrdm Road. RonOehoKh.
S. Mn.. M. Ikndcuon. Cnnbomc Housr.

Salisbury Road. WynbcTa.
DURBAN

C. Mn. D. W. lbrkcr, 65 North Rid...
Road.

S M.... M. Soou, 77 Kid,.. Road.
DURBAN NORTH

C. M,,- BalM:le. 65 Salmonl Drive.
S. 1011'1. 1..aIWJ'uo.... l!I Silver Oak Man

lions. Silver Oat AVftllK, o.c,pOII.
EAST LONDON

C. Ml'I. D. CUrry, ) c..mbmob Ro-d.
&irlinl ~t.

S. Mn.. B. $penoc. 20 Conniuon Court,
30 St. I'der', Road.

JOHANNESBURG
C. Mrs. B. Blrker. 1\ Porter Avenue,

Mel.OK North.
S. Mrs.. E. Mlclaren. 21 Thoe Vllle)' Road,

Wesldilr.

tive. UCC'Pt the 8rililoh PI.lilrnetll-for you mull
remember !hI1 III the colooniel we~ coloonoea of. the
BritiIb Empirc-the Act ...1 submitted la the Britilh
PlTliIomml b)' the tour l;OIoniel Ind pused wilhoul
Irnmdmenl.

TM S-l' Af'" Ad ..... tII_ eIIllrdJ' tile WGft
of SeMI" Afm.. ~t 1.10 Ht.I to,. SeMI..
MmM alNl fretl)' .... fairly a«tpIftI. lit ov....
..btlml•• ma)ort1J.n, by tilt tour roIOf1ln Ihat ..
form lilt UoioL

To 11)' lhlt IIN: Act iI a foreip Act f<lf'OO<l on UI
by the British Go_t is to lie..

KIMBERLEY
C. Mrs.. M. Hitdunan. 2a Dalham ROIIcl
S. Mrs.. K. Smith. 1I I..oqt: Road.

MARITZBURG
C. Mill. M. Corripll. MidhouK. Swart

Road.
S. Mrs. G. Wildman. 419 Prirtoai Alfred

'""'-
PORT ELIZABETH

C. Mn. S. Pine. 61 WtI!Yiew Driw.
S. Mrs.. D. Daril. 196 Mlin ROIId.

Walmer.

PRETORIA
C. Mrs. N. VOft Geullu. « Lawle)' Strttt,

Walt1kloor.
S. Mrs.. A. Ho_. 342 Giovanrtti Strttl.

New Mu~kkneuk.

LOW VELD
C. Mrs. SaIldmberah. EaW)'. P1aIIon.
S. Mrs.. B. TnC!f. Plnlanl Hill. P.O. Bo.

17. White R,ver.

MlDDELBURG (CAPE)
C. Mrs. M. Gilllllln. Glen Heath. Con_y.
•f. Mrs.. S. SoutM)'. P.O. SdloomJ»e. via

Middelhura.

............................................................

KNIP HIERDIE KOEPON urr en stuur aan die Sd:relaresse. V.V.G.. 511 Leisk Huis.
Brccslraal. Johannesbul'l.

(.) Ek: sou gmag eksemplare van hierdie maandelikse nuusbrid wil onlnng en ek

sluil hiermee die bedrag Yln in (iaarlikse inlekengeld 61.).

(b) Ek wil gBlg 'n IKl Yln die Vrouebond vir die Verdediging van die Grondwe:t word m ek
sluil hie:rmee die jaarlikse inlekmgekl van 2s. 6d. in.

(c) ~k onderskryf die handelwyse van die V.V.G. en ek sluil hiennee 'n donasie van ..
m.

Naarn .

Ad~


