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Bell: The peace marches through
mmm-ﬂmm
Democratic Movement's defiance
campaign. What was the background to
the church campaign, and o what
Mﬂhiwﬂd-ﬁﬂ-

Tune The }
organisations in Febnary 1988
churches W ot a stand, wﬂhl:h:
march o Parliament, duning [ and
scveral other church leaders were arrosted.

of
the

vacuum created by 's action.

This was & highwater mark for

going t© be 2 flash 1n the pan, that we were
now gowng 1o try and have 2 sustained

movement .
The for the Truth
was born at a church convennon biter

We were mying we were gowng o
h”wwmﬂﬁm
were, in 3 manner 'qﬂh:

have

Part of the new nomenclature s an effort 0
underline the positive nature of what you're
downg; that it & not a resctive, negative

. It is not 90 much 2 defance or
that &

KEEPER OF THE KEYS

| think there was 2 butkdup. We were all
agreed a8 church leaders that we were now in
an active phase, sarting n February las
yar The ckection gave us another point at
which to haghlight our concerns. And 2
number of things happened. We had fewe ~
people under restnctions and were
therefore able o make decruons Furly
quickly. When the restracted persons
“unrestricted” themselves, the churches
offered 10 support them and to take
appropnate action if anything happened 10
them. We were no longer just going o
mouth resoluhons.

| suppose it has been a help 1o have beony
the Archbeshop of Cape Town, and 1o hawe
been involved to some extent from 1976
until now. But we haven't sat down and sad,
now you are the head of the campanign and
here are the rules of the game. | have been

very fortunate in that the black community

mdll'l:clmn:h community 1 this dcoe
have been incredibly supportive,
particularly when, tor cample, Mr
[Adrmsan] Viek tred to create a
between me and the Cathedral and
Anghcars. | have been exceedingly
fortunate 1n the calibre of people around me
And the Cathedral’s support has been

srategcally quite crucial.

Archbishop has surely grven you a
certain freedom. A secular political
leader has to secure mandates. You a
lcast are able to say yours is from God
and that you answer to your
conscsence. | hat has surely given a
certain definition to your role.

I beleve you're quate . that | do
probably operare on the basis that | have
graer frecdom of movement 10 some
extent than a political keader. Church beaders
do consult with the people, but they have

.‘\"J' ) P Alfsd Rrverewd [ dermand Tuisn,
of Uape Teom . “I'm wa longer poing
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Not that we are

infallible. Not that we would ride
:ﬁ.lhﬂfﬂtﬂiﬁ of community
and | abo have my own advisors,
the senior persoms in the diocese, the dean,
archdeacons, and the ather bishops. | often

test things out against them, although | don't
always take their advice.

I oy. One has o speak very modestly in
this area because it can sound horty-toty and
. But [ have usally sud thar,
while | obviously need to take account of the
advice and views | get from other people,
my own understanding s that [ have to be
true o what | believe are the demands of
the Gospel, the demands of the Kingdom. [t
is remarkable, the extent to whach _
community leaders have insrsted dhat we
retain this particubar right. They realise
that we are of 1t. You saw a lirthe bt
of the over the flag in Durban,
Hﬂé:tmwﬂdn
.ﬂ\:r:u:dlng:r M'h
might think we were being , or
taken over by other groups. But while we
try as far as humanly possible o retan this

{ autonomy, it is relanve, not absolute. In

the end we are answerable to God through

What, do you think, have been the
effects of the march on the politscal

giving in,” or:
ts allowing protest to happen, and
20 it's 1 in the cap for that

* For me, it clearly

people.

It was a wonderful thing to be
vindicated n the way that we were. And 1o
be vindicated also 1n the matter of sying
that, if you keep the police away, people wall
almost always be peaceful. When you look
ot the numbers involved in
Johannesburg and Cape Town, it 15
overwhelming evidence that people are
committed to peace and non-viclence, even
when they don't scem to have had any
specific traiming.

When Allan (Boesak) saxd to the people:
“Brothers and usters, this march s over,”
the Parade, which had been chock-a-block,
was cheaar within manutes. We went back to
the Cathedral and sid: *Let’s st down and
ust be quuet and just say thank you to God.”
jWe e ﬂrﬁ-?ﬂcuddhwp:m
very
thrilled

y wrong. And yer | myself am just
at the vindicabon of the people.
It seems very unlikely that this could
have happened in the P W Botha era. [s
there, do you bebeve, anything
different about F W de Klerk?

We've got o say yes. We have o
remember, though, that it was under his
and whips and teargas and even threatened
to use live ammuninion, to stop
going onto beaches. We are sexing at the
present ime the fundamental

Government often

sy they
really don't care what the world thinks, and
then they behave in 2 way that demonstrates

still want to see the evidence that there is 2
difference in substance. We still have
people in detention; we've still got a state of

emergency which has done nothing except
wptwi&lmbthindrhich'ﬁ:polkt
have been able to carry out their brutality.

O ik e g+ S iyl T
isa in style. [

In terms of helping to bring about and
calm, they ves admut it. you
sy o them, lift the state of emergency, they
sy, “The minute we lift it, then unrest wil]
l;ppm:p.in.' W-E'HLH nearly four years
emergency and it has not helped o get
ridi?’ﬂumntum.
President De Klerk was able to

reprieve seven people [on death row], why
not 107 Why not all of them? [f he could

ﬁﬂﬂﬁndnfumﬂy,whymachr
1on that we are moving in a
i o ooy, The rounle o e v
o go 2 4 trouble 15, we have
Jﬁftﬂmrﬂfﬂmwﬂfﬁd
promises of “adapt or die”, and we all went
into ccstasies and discovered that what we
were going to do was die or be dyed.

People huve been urged to “give F W a
chance™. How do you respond to that
nobon ?

1 sy [I've haard this before, The business
commumty sad it after the Carlton
conference, when they were dazzled by
PW's nifty footwork. One heard it in the
referendum campaign: people said this guy
sweems to be wanting o move; give him a
chance. When others sud, this constitunon
PW s putting to you s farally flawed,
people mud no, no, no, no! Give him a
chance.

We've never sand we wanted evenything.
In 1980 we sad all government need do was
one or two things to demonstrae
dramancally mnﬁ; people that it was serious
about . not reform. We are not

¢
::'.rpmm:i reformists. To talk about
'orm 13 to put us off nght from the
beginning. What we want is not reform, o
rs change. " —
Most of the white community do not
actually want apartherd removed; it has
brought them so many benefits. They want
shght adjustments to remove the most
horrendous aspect of it, which made the
international community anmoyed. But if
they were able to produce something that
made the international community sy,
“These guys are not so bad, and the loans
Aan come again and it's business as usual,”
they wouldn't care two hoots about the rest.
A yar or 18 months ago 1 spoke to three
of the biggest business leaders at'a private
dinner. [t was set up s0 we could try to find
each other. It with me refusing to
speak, sitting with my head in my hands,
like this. They were saying d:rnzrmlr
believed most blacks wanted a full stomach
and a roof over their head. [ said:

*CGentlemen, even for us there are some



what the score is. Someone mid it's
impossible to wake up somecone who is

e B ] -

pmufﬂ:mn:mmn?hruﬁcrmmg -

-ﬂhhrmuﬂnpng: anything helped
our views about
our mecting with ' W.” And this from
wo US senators who siad 1o us:
*We are from the conservative wing of the
Democratic Party, but the way that guy
treated us. . ."

What, do you think, is the key
possibility that F W de Klerk holds out?

It 1s possible that F'W will realise that his
way back 1nto the world 13 going 10 be-via
us. [t s only when the oppressed people
and their leadership sy things have
changed, or are changing, that the world

0 be asleep. No, many, many | will sit up and take natice, The government
white people know what we are talking can spend all the money it hikes, but even
about and are as cominitted as anybody ehe | smple things like whether he gets invated 10

o the Hﬂlﬁ:‘iﬂmmﬂ:ﬁm:‘m to
generalise, would say that many
would prefer not to know.

Given the events of the last few weeks,
there seems to be & greater lightness in
the political strosphere; a sense of
greater manocuvrability than there was
ot the begnning of this year. Do you
accept that? You appear to be not as
m-:mmduhntwwd

1 have always known that we are goang to
wan. [t doesn't depend on what white people
think, you know. Really. And I'm not

actually doesn't matter, because there s no
way that justice will not win out in the end,
that repression will continue for ever and

cver.

The truth of the matter is that i’s quite
incredible that people can fly into Cape
Towm, over Crossroads and Khayelitsha,
mythh-dndum‘lmdm it doesn't
make them think, “*How can we tolerate
thes obacene cheek-by-jowl existence with
this sort of thing™ That they can acoept the
vilification of people like ourselves by the

sysiem.

You hear Anglicans, Christians, who
want to say to me, “Why do you advocate
this, that and the other?™ and think 1 am
answerable to them. But ] am no
anﬁnmﬁnmdfnm

wfntlhdmr:ung}mﬂ.ndllm
who find they cannot take it, tough Juck.
: Bﬂ]ﬂ.ﬂmuldlngtmdxm

the White [House or not will depend on
whether our friends think he ought to be.
When the Us president can talk to us and
ask us: “Should I invite him?. . .®

You still have 1o sy these chipurm
edraordinary. In Apnl this year there were
250000 empty places 1n white schools
which they sy will not be taken by black
children in overcrowded facilives. 1t's
crazy! They are still saying, group rights,
group whatever . . . Bit no! To show we
are reasonable creatures, we have sid-
“You've got ux to nine months in which to
begn to show that you really mean
busines.”

How do you define the pressures on
government, and what do you expect to
happen in thet time?

The paramecters are the forthcomi
nmﬁngﬂfﬂannmnulﬂﬂun:hl}
government in Kuala Lumpur - by which
time Mr De Klerk will have 1o have done
ing to emable Mrs Thatcher to
the pressures there. Then there's
the debt rescheduling in June next year.
We realise he has a constituency that be
has to nursc, but this constituency
sweep have b disproved 1 B this ©
sweep have
mmmhu&u,nmm::u
president say: “We are ing Group
Areas, and this and that ﬂwnﬂur'Lﬂ
him say: “We have to take people along.
Here is my timetable. This is what | plan
tuduin;dli:pu-iudmlﬂpmnuiddmk

rnu someone now, the State He will be amazed at the number of
President, who does mind. You have people who would come to his . And
.mmdun_n‘h That ! PW | the world! How can one sy to the world,
'-l-aﬂdmrmpwﬁﬂ T'We 'Dm‘tnur.hulul:llu:lwu. whmlh:

sanchions, 1T was |
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man has said, *We are
Dietainees are out. Those have been
restricted are unrestricted.”

Ocr 11,1587
Whm_merDtHlerk week,

what impression did you gain of his
commitment to change?

the acts,

We had very earnest and intensive
discussions. We came away impressed thar
there was an obvious concern regarding
what we had to tell him, but we did not
come away with specifics which would
satisfy those we believe we represent.

| must reiterate, however, that we went
as facilitators, not negotiators. Our concern
1 that negotiations should get off the
ground — genuine We took the
initiative to see Mr De Klerk because we
scck a way out of the impasse.

Dr {Gernit) Viljoen articulated the
understanding that there was
the msues we raised, that government
wanted to normalise the secunity situation,
ie. lift the emergency; normalise the
legrsdative situabion, ic. move away from

durnmlmturr ?ﬂhﬂi find an
identifying those who

'wmﬂdh:h:glrdndumtl'mﬁ:
representatives of the vanious constituencies;
and determune, by agreement, the mode 1n

negotiations would happen.
None of us would want further
sanctions, cven the present sanctions, if we
could get the commitment we were seeking
from Mr De Klerk in a specific timetable.
We would be prepared to ask our friends to
put their sanctions programmes on hald if
we felt there was a commitment we could
accept, that certain first actions had been
taken which gave us to believe that a new
dispensation was ng.

Mr De Klerk sad while we had real
mblum.ndrdhc We recognised that,

— without putting pistols to anybody’s
head — we are saying that if these things
happened, we for our part would be able 1o
say to our people: "Give them a chance, we
think they are serious.”

on






