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DRC Paper iabelsw Nkrumah A

Russian

N attack on Communism,

Stooge

which warns that the Prime

Minister of Ghana “appears to be a willing satellite

of Russia,”
Kerkbode,” official organ of
Suid- Afrlka.

“Die Kerkbode,” in an
editorial, says every Chris-
tian should show by his
example that Communism
presented a false solution
to the world’s problems and
could not provide for the
deeper needs of man.

The false ethic of Com-
munism, namely that every-

DEMONSTRATIONS
AGAINST U.S.

Hong Kong, July 17,
EKING radio said to-
day that demonstra-
tions against the United
States intervention in the
Middle East had taken
place in all the major cities
of Communist China. -
The radio said that more
than 100,000 ‘‘angry work-
ers” demonstrated yesterday
at Tientsin, the Port City
for Peking. e
The workers shouted that
if the United States im-
-perialists “treat the oppo-
sition peace-loving people
all over the world lightly,
we will break their necks
for them.”
Similar rallies were held
in Peking, Shanghai and
Canton,—Sapa-A.P.

s contained in a recent issue of “Die

the Ned. Geref. Kerke in

thing that furthered the re-
volution was right, fed to
suppression, exploitation,
treason, murder and war,
It also carried with
spirit of hate and suspicion
that was incompatible with
the Christian ideal of love.

The editorial said that it
was obvious that Commun-
ism, under Russian leader-
ship, was paying special
attention to Africa in order
to find a fruitful breeding
ground for its pernicious
materialism and atheism
among the millions of less-
developed people of the
continent.

it a

Pattern Shown

The Prime Minister of
Ghana, Dr, Kwame Nkru-
mah, appeared to be a will-
ing satellite of Russia, He
had said that “there are two
ways of getting independ-
ence: through constitutional
change or through revolus
tion.”

His Minister of Finance,
Mr. K. A. Gbedamah, had
said: “Ghana takes on il-
self the task of freeing all
the African states in Africa
within the next five years,
This should be warning to
South Africa because we

will not tolerate a situa-
tion in which two million
people suppress and abuse
9,500,000 people.”

“Die Kerkbode” said that
reports {rom Ghana indi-
cated how the country was

following the pattern of
Communism.
Shopkeepers in Ghana

had been warned that unless
they exhibited photographs
of Dr. Nkrumah .in their
windows, their shops would
be closed. The Govern-
ment had introduced legis-

lation by which anyone
could be imprisoned without
trial “'in the interests of the
security of the State.’ The
homes of major leaders of-
the Opposition Party had
been searched by the police,

“In  Africa, capitalism,
the Communists’ traditional
enemy, has been identified
with  everything  \White,
while the non-Whites have’
become synonymous with
the triumphant proletariat
or working class, the edi-
torial says.

Federation

For Ghana

A Dead Issue

R. KWAME N[\’.RUMAH, Prime Minister of Ghana,

said at Kumasi that the idea of Federation,

which

Ashanti Opposition leaders and chiefs advocated Iast

year, was ‘‘dead for ever,
issue.”

D. Nkrumah, who was
making bhis first visit to
Ashanti for four years, said
that “any talk about split-
ting the country amounts to
treason.”

Steps would be taken to
deal firmly with those who
preached disunity,

The Prime Minister told
a welcoming crowd of
100,000 people that the
Preventive Detention Bill,
under which Ghanaians
might be detained for up to
five years on Government
orders, was to protect the
State against ‘‘subversion,
treachery and treason.”

and will never again be an

We will not (linch in any
degree from our duty to
protect the independence
which has been won by the
peaple of this country by -
their toil and sweat,” he
said.

Radio Accra \

The Ghana Government
is to establish an interna-
tional broadcasting system
with a provisional capital
outlay of £1,098,400, it has
been announced from Accra.

The system will ultimate-
ly have four transmitters

and programmes in six

( Continued on page 283 }
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Mr. Lazaras Makes A Suggestion

e1s’ Society, Mr. A, D. Lazarus made the proposal

that a foundation should be set up to finance research
into the part played by the Indian minority in the life of
the South African nation. This is the sort of construc-
tive thinking on national problems which holds out bet-
ter prospects of getting us to feasible solutions than the
political exhibitionism fashionable in some non- Europcan
circles.

HN his presidential address to the Natal Indian Teach-

To oppose race oppression and expose its wicked-
ness is both necessary and important. But to achieve
their purpose, these two approaches must be comple-
mented by a scientific uaderstanding of the factors which
have given our various peoples their peculiar attitudes

“towards each other; by scientific appreciation of the real
contributions the different groups have made to national
progress. Scientific inquiry has gone deep into the life
of the African people and, to a lesser extent, the Colour-
eds. In spite ol commendable efforts already made,
knowledge on the Indian is limited. '

Because of this, the Indian often finds hi_rﬁselt in
impossible situations. When he reacts to events in ways
which are perfectly normal and human, all sorts of con-
structions are put on that. And these are at all’ times
designed to perpetuate the myth that he is an alien, un-
assimilable group and to justify his being treated in ways
which will ultimately convince him that salvation for him
lies in returning to India.

The type of work which Mr. Lazarus envisages
could bring out data to show that not only has the Indian
made his own distinctive contribution to national deve-
lopment, bur that, in fact, he has played a part of which
any other section of the nation could be proud in similar
circumstances,

_ But the suggestion is valuable in two other direc-
tions. It represents a broadening of attitude designed to
fix forever the role of the Indian in national life.
self-criticism to which this.would inevitably give rise
could produce attitudes which could have the happiest
results for all concerned.

Secondly, it represents the abandonment of policies
bascd on the assumption that the Indians were a special
people, with especial interests and who had to be treated
by the rulers in a special way. Scientific inquiry will
bring to light the fact that the Indian is a human being
like everybody and this might in the end lead to situa-
tions where organisations like the Natal Indian Congress
could function in ways which cement solidarity instead of
working in the direction of widening fissions among the
non-Whites, TFrom here a great future could cmerge for
the Indian community.

The.

OPRINION
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Comment On Men And Events

“Die Kerkbode” And

Dr.

Nkrumah

By JORDAN K, NGUBANE

4

N a recent article, which bas been piven wide publicity in the
South African Press, ‘‘Die Kerkbode", the organ of the Dutch
Reformed Church, accuses Dr. Nkrumab of making bimself a stooge

of the Russians

The Dutch Refarmed Church is rather touchy on

the question of ¢alling pames and it sounds odd when it does ot
hesitate to resort to techniques, in its attitude to Ghana, which it
criticises where South Africa is concerped

But this is not the real point
to which I should like to draw
attention. I would rather like to
examine  “Die  Kerkbode's"
charges against the background
of what is going on in Ghana's
mind. L UE

Tke DRC prgan’s attitude is
influenced obviously by Mr.
Gbedemah’s warning to  the
Whites in South Africa ta give
the African what is bis within
five years and, also, by the Afri-
can People’s Conference sche-
duled to meet in Ghana some
time in October. 'The race
oppressor all over Africa has
every reaspn o be upset ~ by
what Ghana is doing. What is
not taken into consideration and
which shows whether ot not “Die
Kerkbode"” is right is the need
Ghana feels to act as she
daes,

In the Gest instance apartbeid
is a standing insult to the man of
colour from Accra to ‘Tokio.
This bas a special significance
for the peoples of Africa, partis
cularly those of Negeo and simi-
lar stock who are ouly now
winning their freedom. It means
that although free, Ghana can
never feel or be accepted as the
real equal of the other nations as
long as men and women of
the same facial stock as the
Ghanaians are oppressed in that
continent where Ghana is free,
This makes it a matter of duty
and honour for Ghana to do all
in her power to destroy race
oppression oo the continent with
the minimum of delay.

Moral Obligation

_ In the second place Ghana, as
the fiest African community to
free itself, feels meorslly obliged
not o forget those who remaid
tn boadage. Her emergence as a
sovereipn independent State has
placed her in the pasition where
—whether she likes it or pnot—
she is regarded, mainly by Afri-
cans but perbaps alsa by some
peaplc in the outside world, as
the leader of the New Africa,
This imposes on her histacic
responsibilities 'she cannat  es-
cape.

Thirdly, Ds, Nktumah has
made it plain that the type of
freedom he wants will be based
on democratic ideals, He is
aware, just as “Die Kerkbode" is,
tbat the Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Council in Cairo works
to influence events in  Africa in
the direction of Moscow,

Ar the conference which set

up the Solidarity Council, the
Soviet delegate promised those
fighting “capitalist imperialism""
generous economic aid. ‘There
is no reason why any people who
want to use tanks, guns and
bombers, in shortening the rule
of the race oppressor in Africa,
should not find {n the Selidarity
Council 2 willisg helper,

Armed Clash

The real poiat emphasised
here is that Russia has got to
the stage, in her fight to get
Aftica on her side of the ideolo-
gical fence, where she is visibly
moving events to an armed clash
between Black and White. Dr.
Nkrumah is not a fool, He
realises that such a clash will
produce just the type of thaos
which will drive Negro Africa
well to the communist side of the
id:ological‘ line, " Wise man that
he is, he i3 not sitting down and
allowing the communists the
frec rup of Africa,

He realises that moralisations
of the type in which the DRO

and ‘Die Kerkbode' specialise °

are just no answer to Russian
designs on the continent. His
duty, he realises, is to zet events
moving in a ditection apart and
distinetly away from that aelected
by the Russians. ’

Against this background the
conference of the African People
which be has convened and in
which efforts will be made to
discover bow best Gandhian non. -
violence can be used to wipe race
oppression from the face of
Africa is, in fact, the most defi-
nite and clearest “NO'" to Com-
muaism to come aut of Africa
yet.,. Gandhism and Communism
arc dat ooc and the same thing '

( Qontinued on page 287)
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Race Question Teo Figure In

OPINIORN

Church Conference

HARP divergence of opinion on South Africa’s racial problems

is evident in reports to be submitted by South Africar, British

and Dutch deleratas at the synod of Reofrmed Churches of tbe
world at Potchefstroom on August 6.

The representatives of the
Gereformeerde Kerh put for-
ward the view that on the basis
of Holy Scripture the “unity of
mankiod in creation .and re.
geaeration” must be maintained
but that *God Himself is the
author of the partition of
bomanity in its divessity—in
races, cultursl spheres and
pations.”

They repori: “Inasmuch as
Church life is not unconnected
with natural conditions of life,
a multi-racial Church in prio-
ciple teads to obliterate nation-
gl identities.

*In this the Church may oot
pursue an independent course

I

SPECIAL COURT
CRITICISED

STHE Bill now before Parlia=

ment 1o legalise the Special
Court sppoisted to hear the
Treason Trial has not only
created grave CONCEIN AMOUE
all Bouth Africans who respect
the 1ule of law but it bas also
ode again through Nationalist
action placed South Africa in
an invidious position io the
eyes of the Democratic world,
says a statemest issued by the
Natal Iodian Congrece,

sif the Winister is satisfied,”
the statciment contioues, “that
the Special Court consisting of
the thiee Judges nomioated is
fegal et present then obviously
there is no need for Parliament
1o rush through a law with re-
trospective effect. 1f the Special,
Coutt op the other hand is at
present without any legal basis
—and that wonld eppear to be
the position—then Mr. Swart is
responsible jor creating 8 diffi-
calt situation for the Judiciary,
by getting Judges of the Bupreme
Court to accept posts.om =&
tribunal which is illegal wutil
Parliament makes it legal,

%o come before Parliament
wibh n fait accampli as the
Ministe: Les done with this
ratrospective measure isto show
cratempt fcr Parliament itself,
The YTre’son trials have focussed
the attenticn of the world an
the Union, snd the Bill now
before Parliament does our
coun'ry & tremendous harm.”

but wust take into account
pational, socinl &nd political
institutions and dividing lines
—with the vocation, however
continuously to proclaim in
this cooncction the Christian
call to love and liberty.”

Minority Report

In a mioority report, one of
the South African delegates
adds:

“The ideal of the ultimate re-
moval of all impediments to
common worship emong bes
lievers from different races may,
however, in no circumstances
be abandoned, even if its reax
lizition be extremely difficult
in present circumstance: aod
howzver long the atteioment
may be postponed.”?

The Netherlands Committee
reporis:

 “The fact thkat God bas made
of one blood all nations of men
implies that all considerations
of race and colour are second-
ary ;to the fundamental unity
or solidarity of the human

, tace,’ z

They conclude that helievers
should nssocinte with believers
of another race *'as his brothers

and eisters in Jesus Christ.””

They emphasise, however, tbe
need of the Church to avoid
‘‘even n cemblance” of an atti-
tude which may aggravate the
teosions already cauged by
racial problems.

The British delegate’s report
says: “We feel the advocates of
apartheid are failing to do
justice to the races under their
tutelage.

“Whete is the justification
for denying these people (the
Bantu) complete freedom of
political expressicn and like-
wise freedom of industriel ac-
tion?

“Why should the Bantu be
debarred Jfrom upiting in the
worship of God with their
White fellow-believers?

“Why should they be denied
many rights and privileges en-
joyed by their countrymen of
European origin?

In Practice

“Why should they in theory
he regarded as potential eguals
but in practice locked upon and
treated as inferior beings?”

He says: “These are matters
that ere profoundly disquietiog
to Christian people who bave
the highest interests of South
Africa at heart,and ere genuipes
ly concerned for tho presesni
and futare welfare of both the
White and Negro races in that
great country.”

Deposed Kenya Chief A
Witness. FFor ANC Chief

Dar-Es-Salaan, Tanganyika, July l6.

R. MOHAMED MAKONGORO MATUTU, formerly - Chis!
Ikvzu, gave evidenca fo  Lhe de{ence in the case of Juijus
Nyerare, President of the Tangenyika African National Union.

M1, Nyerete has pleaded pot
guilty on three charges that an
article he wrote in the Unpiow’s
Newslett:r was intended to de-
fame Mr. F. B, Weeks, District
Commissioner nt Musoms, and
Mr, R. T. L. S:zoit, District
Commissioner at Songea.

The article said that a senior
chiel had been “taken to Court
for a cooked-up reason' ard
alleged that Mr, Weeks refused
to let the chief return to bis
people.

Nr. Makongora taold the gourt
that last year District Commis.
sioner Weeks \had told him to
go to a gatheriog of chiefs and
say that his people agiezd with

an unpopular scheme for multi-
racinl district Councils; Then
he was to return Lo his people
and tell them that the chiefs
approved the plap,

Mr. Makongoro said he had
refused, Since thea he had been
fined, imprisoned, and dismisse
ed as chief for cfiences under
the Game Orcdinance, for bribery,
and for corruption. He had
won an appeal against some of
these convicticns, be said,

Mr. Makongoro said he had
been prevented from returning
to his peaple until certain ino-
vestigations were carried oof,
Sapa-Reuter.

203

Japanese Condemn
" Nuclear Weapons

TOKYO,

THE Newepsper “Acab. said

in an editorial that Swilzer-~

land’s decision to equip it

armed feorces with tactical

ouclear weapons ‘will endan-
ger” the nations security.

“Asahi,”” Japans most ine
fluential paper, said possession
of powerlul nuclear arms to
protect the nstions independ-
eace and security ‘‘daes not
necessarily make that countrys
defensive pawer stronper.

The iatroduction of Atomio
arms“Asahi’* said is “a daoger
that may invite an attack by
other couptries having still
more powerinl nuciear wea-
poor,” —Sap3. A T.

Federation For
Ghana A Dead issue

(Continued from front page)

#

languages-Linglish, French,

-Arabic, Hausa, Portuguese,

and Swalhili.

It cover Alfrica's
whole population of zc0
millions and reach a large
audience outside Africa.

French and LEnglish will
be the first languages used
broadecasts fol-
lowed by other languages
later.

The Ghana Ministry of
Justice had been abolished
under Cabinet changes
announced in Accra.

Its functions have been
translerred to other Minis-

will

m foreign

tries, but the law officers
department will continue
independently under the

direct control of Dr. Kwame
Nkrumab, according to an
cfficial statement.

Mr. Ako Adjei, the Min-
ister of Justice, has been
made Minister of Labour
and co-operatives and Mr.
N. A. Welbeck, the Minis-
ter of Labour and Co-opera-
tives becomes Minister with-
out porifolio.

The existing Alinistry of
Defence and External Af-
fairs has also been divided
into two separate Ministries
with the Prime MNinister
retaining responsibility for
both.—S5apa-Reuter,


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

284

accused,

OPINION

Facts And Figures On
Treason Trial

NSTEAD of 156 accused who appeared at the preparatoty
examination tbe Treason Trial which commences on Friday
next week at Pretorin will have before the Special Court g2

The discharge of 64 accused slill leaves the case of

Regina vs, Dr, Naicker and others the biggest mass trial South
Alrica has ever faced in its history with political implications.

The notabtle absentee at the
trial will be Chief Albert Js
Luthuli, President General of
the Alrican National Congress,
who has beea discharged.

There will be no accused at
the trial from the O.F.S. The
Transvanl leads numersically
with 55 accused, followed by
Cape 25, and Natal 53.

Women Accused

There will be 4 women ac-
cused frem the Tronsvaal and
1 from the Cape—3 of the
women accused are Europeans
apd 2 Africans. The only In.
dian woman-accused Miss Asha
Dawood has been discharged.

The g2 accused consist of 62
Africans, 16 Europeans, and 14
Indians. There are no Eurc-
pean or womap accused from
Natal, Elaven of the Euroe
pean accused are from Trans-
vaal and five from the Cape.

The Venue

The trial will Inke place in
the old Jewish Sypagogue
which has heen converled for
the trinl, The accused will be

placed inserious difficulties in
hav:ng to‘\h:avel from Johane
nesburg to Pretorin each day.

High Treason And The
Law

The gz accused who will be
appearing on o charge of high
treason will be facing one of
the most serious charges knowa
to our law, With wmurder snd
rape, high treason i one of the
offences for which the Crimiaal
Law provides death as the
mazimum penalty,

“The Roman Dutch Law—aur
country's Common Law——dc-
fiaes high treacon more lcoiely
than the English Law. Ino cuc
law, high treason is coromitted
“hy those who with » hostile
intention distnrk, impair or
endanger the independence of
the State or attempt to do so.”
At ooc stzge death peoalty was
campulsory, now it is optional,

Alternative Charges

The Government Gezette Et-
fraordinary (No. 6o7g) dated
gt July 1958,%stures that the
g2 nccusrd whose pames aro
published in the Gizerte have
b:-a wlweted 9y ihe Atotoey
G it rmason
allerdatavely Cou Tavouiug whg

‘s perdon coovicted of

provisions of the Suppression
of Communism Act No, 44 of
1959.

Uader the alternative charges
there is no pravision for any
imposition of fine. The rele-
vant sections provide for im-
priscnment with hard labour
up to fen years,

Confiscation
To the Transvaal by Law 18
of 1899 confiscation to the State
may be decreed of the property
of persons guilty of high trea-
sop,
Banishment
While the Suppression of
Commupism Act provides for
banishment of accused convict-
ed to a placs within the Union,
high
treason not born in South Africa
ey be remaved from the Union
itself,

Definition Of Communism

The Suppression of Communs
ism Act defiaes Communism
very widely. It incindes any
doctrine or scheme which aims
at bringing about any political,
industrial, social or economic
change within the Union or
which aims at the encourage-
ment of feelings of hostility
between the European ard
nn-European races of South
Africa,

Dr. Naicker The Central
Figure

Oae of the most senior lead-.
ess appeariog at the Treason
Trial will be Dr. G, M, Naicher,
President of the-S, A, Indian
Oongress, the Edinburgh edu-
cated medico who moved by
the poverty of his people h:es
become the centsal figure in
Iadian politics for alwost two
decades now.

D¢, Naicker a grear believer
in Gandhian concepts of nou-
violence has led the Natal and
Bouth African Indian Con-
gresies since the presext leader-
ship took office. In ;946 he
verved two terms of imprisons
ment in the Passive Resistance
campaigo, Again in 1953 he
was imprisoned during the
Dezfiance Campa:gn.

Dy, Naicker whon he takes
his seat at  the Jewish Synia
gogue mnext week, with his
usual calmness will be facing
not only ooe of the most serioug
chirges koown 1o law but will

at the same tims be'one of the
first victims of the recent pros-
clamations under the Group
Arens Act. His home in Percy
Osborne Road in Durban has
been declared to be in an rrea

25¢h. July, 1958

for European ownership and for
Buropean occupation by June,
1959 Within a year the ob-
noxious Group Areas Act re-
quires Di; Naicker to quit his
home, )

Liberals Say ;Treason’_ Bill
Will Create Bitterness

N a Press statement signed by Mr, P, M; Brown, its national
chairman, the Liberal Party of South Africa says it wishes to
record its strang objection to the Bill to establish a Specirl Court
which the Minister of Justice isabout to [introeduce into Parlia-

raent.

“The Party objects to the
nature of the Bill which is
clearly being introduced- to
deal with a particular case—the
Treason Trinl ~in » particular
manner, Inour view there is
perfectly adeguate provision in
the normal South African pro=
cesses of law to deal with the

present case and the steps:
which are proposed by the
Mipister can only have the

effect of undermining the goed
name aod high ‘reputation o}
the South African courts,

“We take particular exceps
tion to the manuer in which
the Bill hag been introduced.
It showra complete contempt
for the principles upon which
Parliamentary government ig
based; The names of the Judges
to sit on the Special goutt were

anoounced long belore the Bill
to establish the Court had ever
reached Parliament. Clearly the

Minister does not attach any
importance to views on  the
Bijll which may be expressed in
Parlinment nor does he intend
to be impressed by them, Pars
linment, in his eyes, has only
one function and that is to
lend some air of respectability
to apy Bill, however objection.
able; that Le may choose to
place before it,

““We object to this Bill be-
cause of what it says and how
it has been reprelented. It can
ogly detract further from South
Alzica’s standing in the eyes of
the rest of the world and create
new bitternese against the
present Government at home?'
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The ‘Rashmir Princess’

OPINION

Out Of The Jaws Of\ Death |
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water.

¢ continuous struggle.
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. WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE :

THE “#Kashmir Princess” carrying delegates to the Ban-
dung Conference, meets with disaster,
one engine was feathered and it was rushing towards
The passangers wers calm and quiet even on the
! face of certain death. Captalin Jatar, with the help of the
$ co-pilot landed the aircraft flatly on its belly after hours of
The water swarmed in.
board would have to swim for life, Did they do it?

Now Read On:

The aircrait’s

All on

1000000000000 0020000008000

IKSHIT could set nothing due to the thick smoke when the air-

craft hit the ocean.

But he could feel a terrific rush of water

against his face, miraculously checking the faeal jolt that would have
geat him to his death—crashing into the wind-shield,

When he recovered from the
initial shock he found himself
submerged in water which, pre-
sumably, had come not only
through the storm-window but
through the other emergency
txits—or, maybe, the fuselage
which had breken into two,
Dikshit unstrapped himself and
groped under water for the
window,

Bid For Escape

‘He thougbt it was the oaly
escape for him. ' With all the
force at his command, he pushed
the aliding window further open
and let his body through. But
be got jammed at the waist. For
a few secands his feet were with-
out support. He was dangling in
the water, and felt that any
‘moment he might choke for want
«of oxygen.

But just as he was on the point
-of giving up the struggle for sur-
wival because of exhaustion, he
got a foothold on something. It
sevived his sinking spirits,

4T must inflate my life jacket,”’
he thought. So be pulled at the
toggle and felt the jacket filling
up with the life-saving pgas,
Simultaneously he tried the foot-
&old to Jever himself upward.

The buoyancy of the life-jacket
pulled him up, he slid through
the window and at that time he
felt a shooting pain in his collar-
bone which had perhaps become
dislocated. But he was going up,
and the water was changing from

- pitch dark to dark 'green, then a

Jighter green

Scoa he could 2ee the blue sky
through the water, 20d the next
moment he surfaced. All around
bim was smoke and flames and
frapments of the ’plane floating
.about.

The sea seemed to be on fire

because of petrol floating aboug
in flaming patches. Dikshit was
too exbausted to feel anything
except for one recurring thought,
#I am alive, I am alive.”

= Sea On Fire

Then he heard me shouting,

“Come away from the fire:
come on, Captain, come with
me; I can't go alone; come cn
Captain.”

1 opened my eyes and saw
light-green water 3ll around me,
I was no more inside the aircraft,

The light geeen colour of the
water evidently explaived that it
was not too deep,

A few strakec of the hands
brought me to the surface. A
[ot of splinters—one ten feet in
lenpth—and a number of rubber
cushions from the seats were
floating in front of me. Behind
me I felt the beat of burning
petrol,

So I turned around and bebeld
the most appatling sight I ever
saw, I have never seen anything
like this—not even on the silver
screen. The ‘ditching’ and the
crashes that are shown on the
screen seem uarealistic in com.
parison.  Actually, the damage
thatis caused is far worse thap
what is generally imapined,

In this case, petrol tanks, on
impact, must have crashed open,
spreading their explosive con-
tents over the water, These
were ignited by the already buin-
ing right wing,

Wicked Glare ‘

With a diameter of over two
hundred feet, its nearest edpes
oply twenty feet dway from me,
were red-hot lava-like fames.
‘They bad a wicked glare.

The lethal flame shot up to-
wards the sky over fifty feet high,

and a jet-black mushroom ef
dense smoke, rose above the
flames. All I knew for some
time, then, was that I was alive,

There was no one else on the
surface. I could not imagine
what had happened to my com-
panions. Whetber they were
still inside the aircraft or whether
they were trapped in the dreadful
mass of fire, I could not say.

It felt strange to be alive and
alonel But I did not feel I was
completely out of peril yet, The
blinding fire was close to me,
ever-ready to engulf me. It had
engulfed more than half the giant
zirplane,

Human life seemed too insig-
nificant to it. It devoured what-
ever came in its ways—man or
metal—and laughed hideously at
the hbelplessness of man, whe
thinks himself the master of the
universe, This must be the usual
story of many an air cragh, I
tbought. Thbe victims survived
one peril only to face another.

Small Island

I gave a quick glance around
and perceived with a sigh of
relief, tiny islands all around me
about one to four miles distance,
On my right was a smatlisland—
about four miles away, which had
a very high hill oo it.

This hill made the island most
prominent. And perhbaps for this
very reason 1 intended to make a
dash for it, meglecting other
islands at a close distance, I
could not think why I made this
significantly unrewarding choice.

I know very well that my en-
durance would not last to get me
to this far«off island. Yet it had
a strange fascination for me,
Recalling the ijncident, I feel
fortunate that I did not attempe
to swim towards it.

I know now that it might have
been easier to attempt to reach
the distant island than the closer
ones, because the flow of water
was in that dicection, Bur it
would have definitely meant death
by burniug. The flaming petrol
and oil were moving along the
current towards that very island.
If I had chosen to swim in the
same direction, the burning oil
would surely have overtaken me.

Floating .Piece

As Tlay in the water practi-
cally motijonless, thinking of the
island for which I was about to
make a start, I saw in front of me
2 big picce of the fuselage—
about ten feet lomg. "It was
floating.
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Since its undersutface was cir=
cular T guessed that it might
float for a comsidzcable time.
Aun urge overtook me to get on
this floating fragment uatil I fele
more fit,

Abandoning all thoughts of
making for the island with the
big hill, I swam briskly upto this
floating masses. I bad to swim
with my clothes on. These got
drenched with water aud begame
very heavy.

I felt exhausted—pechaps from
shock, I clutched at this piece
of the fuselage. All jts edges
were sharp and twisted, and I
had to choose a clean section, to
avoid injury to my bhands. I tried
to lilt myself on to the floating
piece. But alas, I just cauld not.
There was nothing solid on
which I could step and climb,
and my water-soaked clothes kept
pulling me down into the water.
Bur I was determined to get up
on the piece. It might keep me
floating until help arrived—ne, it
would be suicidal 1o keep waiting
on it, especially when land was in
sight and sun  still shicing
brightly.

I would wait on it only until I
felt fit to swim across. I jerked
myself out of water and placed
my right knee on the piece and

then lifted my leg out from the
water,

Then I raised myself and stoed
on the piece which was splintered
aod had sharp cormers. I had
removed my shoes in the aircraft
before sleeping, and my socks
bad slipped out, probably when
I went in the water when the
aircraft crashed,

Attraction!

1 stood there only twenty feet
from the gigantic fire. Even the
most fearful sights have their
attraction, I often wonder now
what it was rhat made me stay so
close ta that ghastly fire. It
might bave spread out and en-
gulfed me.

Safety lay in swimming away
from the fire as hurrsiedly as I
could, But I was so taken up
with the magnitude of this fire
and I merely kept watching it,
mationless. The sky above was
pitch black, obscured by clouds
of smoke,

Below this dark shroud were
the naked flames, fiercely het
like the breadth of thousands of
bungry dragons’ tongues, These
hungry Hames shed on the entire
sea around them the same bloed-
red colour. ,

Every wave-crest aﬁpcared
erange red. The deep blue tro-
pical sea, in a matter of minutes
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was transformed into a sea of
flames.

" All the energy of the petrol
that had been trapped in the
wings and bad burned under
conttol in the cngines was sud-
denly unleashed, like a genie out
of a magician’s bottle exhibiting
its true might, frightening man
whoe oormally controlled it, re-
ducing him into insignificance....

Advancing Death

Only seconds after I got on
the floating piece of cabin, fire
started spreading on it, A sort
of helplessness seized me My
legs refused to jump off into the
water to get away from the ad-
vancing and fiery death.

Ithought any struggle in the
face of spreading burning petrol
would be futile. I stood there
making no effort to get away,
ready to surrender to the flames,,
So this was the inevitable end of
most air disasters! Those who
survive the first disaster were
pursted by others equally peri-
lous.

It cousld be compared to the
remnants of the vanquished army
being destroyed by the victors.
The flames came nearer and
fieares,

Their fierce, brutal, merciless
lyst for human blood reminded
me of cannibal approaching their
prey. Helplessly I kept watebing
their blood-thirsty dance. I felt
the intense heat clase to me. The
burning flames were blindingly
bright, =0 1 closed my eyes. I
kacw thit in 2 matter of seconds
all apony would end, once and for
all.

A Surprise

No more struggling through
the water, No crawling on
coral rocks. No sojourn on an
uninhabited island, and no death
through starvation and thirst It
would be better ta perish now
than to die later 2 suffering
agogising death:

. In z moment the flames should

be upon me. As I lay there
thinking of 3 flaming death, to
my utter surprise, 1 felt the heat
receding. I opened my eyes.

The fire had, by oo means
abated yet, but it was no longer
crawling tcwards me. I felt te
lieved.

The appfoaching fire must
bave begun due to a spread of a
thin film of pewrol, and now
burot itself out. Now that I
was free from the fear of the
burning death, 1 started think.
ing anew of awimming to the
closest island.

Though it was tempting to
stay longer oa this piece of floac-
ing metal mass, it could nor be
trusted to float for long. Even.
tually it might siak. I glanced
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around again. A number of small
islands lay around me,

Pathak’s Plight

Hardly any time had elapsed
since I had taken refuge on the
fioating picce of metal when I
saw Pathak emerge from the
water. He was dangereusly close
to the fire, yet he was swimming
around the same spot. I could
understand bis pligbt

On coming out of water and
perceiving the great fire so close
to him, he must have been dazed.
Indeed the heat was too intense
to bear and thar, with the sudden
crash of the plane, had clouded
his thinking powers.

So I kept shouting, *Pathak,
get away from the fire!  Pathak,
get away from the firel” Luckily
he heard me ‘and perceived how
close ke was to danger.

That shout brought his dazed
back to normal—to the realisation
of the horrible reality—that the
plane bad indeed crasbed and
sunk in the sea, along with the
rest of the crew and perhaps all
the passengess, He did not know
what bad happened to Jatar,

But ac least I had escaped. So
be turned around and started
swimming away from the fire
towards me,

‘Forgot Captain’

Now he was only a few feet
away from me. Beyond him, I
saw Dikshit who had just come
up to the surface,

He bad stayed a considerable
time under water It was then
that I started calling to Dikshit.
“Come away from the fire, come
on, Captain, come with me; I
cannot go alone; come on Cap-
tain **

I could not understand why I
kept calling him “'Captain®, He
was a cloae friend of mine and
Ihad always called him Dikshit
or cven Dickie, I suppose that,
in the face of death, one does
think clearly.

He said: “Forget Captain,”

‘Yes,' I thought, ‘we must all
for the time being forget ranks
and prestige. The airplane was
burnr, shattered and sunk, He
bad vo airplang at the moment
to be a captain of, We all were
reduced to 2 common level by a
common danger '

At this moment Dikshit was
drifting towacds me, Parhak had
just passed wme. I wanted to
jump into the water.and join
Dikshit,

The Kick Worlks

Just then the floating piece
which bad supported me for so
long began siaking rapidly, Mot
ooly was I sioking, but I was
being dragged down under water,
since my trousee leg was caught

in one of the splincers of the
piece of fuselage.

‘Alas,’ I thought, ‘having got
away so far, I was perkaps des-
tined for anotber kind of death.
What treachery to have come
out alive from a burning airplane
now to be dragged down under
the deep blue water, never to
breath life-giving air again.’

I had at least resolved then to
meet my destiny, It would have
meant an instantanecus death,
perhaps painifees...But now, I
must take what comes my way.

‘No,’ I thought, ‘so long as
there i3 life in my limbs to
strugple—struggle I must—and
never yield ta these treacherous
shares of death. Life may bang
by a thin chord which snaps
easily. Vet this thin life-chard
can be strengthened by defyin
death.’ ek

It was the right-hand trouser
leg that was caught. I concen-
teated all my strength in my
tight leg and gave a hard kick
against the metal piece. I dida't
even think I might injure my
foot badly, Life was worth the
bargaip, though with an injured
foot. The kick worked, :

’.loy Of Living
I was barely dragged in knee-
keep, when I freed myself from
the metal piece. 3
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from the clutches of agonisiog
death, to awaken to the know-
ledge that there was a chance to
live again! Life surged into me
again, There was the will to live
and the will to fight. The struggle
to live would go on,

When you come so -close to
death, you cealise the full joy of
living—even the wvery thought

that you are alive, may be for a .

short time, makes you bappy.

On freeing myself from the
' sinking piece of metal, I swam up.
.to Diksbhit. I saw bis inflated
yellow life-jacket. I  became
aware for the first time that I
was swimming all this time,

Iavoluntarily I shouted,
“Where’s my jacket.” But the
jacket was around me. 1 pulled
the automatically-inflating lever:

With a jerk the jacket lifred
me an inch above my swimming
position. Isighed with a relief
at being able to float effortlessly.

Once again I looked around to
pick on the nearest island; just
then Dikshit szid to me, “Karnik,
I \have 2 collar home broken.
Please don't leave me alcpe,’’

I replied unhesitatingly, *“Deon't
worry, Dickie, I will stay with
you. We will swim or sink
together,”

(To be continued)
“Kashmir Princess” (Copyright

What a joy it was to be freed 1958y Jaico Publishing House.
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Sutely, “Die Kerkbode" kaows
this. Gandhism works on the
ptinciple of buman love whereas
Communism works on the prin-
ciple of hatred and vengeance
among the oppressed. For
#Die Kerkbede" to confuse
Gandhism with Communism; for
it 1o label a Russian satellite a
man who har given to Moscow
an answer the Kremlin cannot
like, is to show a complete lack
of understanding of the realities
of the Aftican situation.

Stooge

This i1 not surprising,
DRC and with it “Die Kerk
bode,” sees buman beings from
the perspective of race. It na-
turally expects Nkrumah, because
ke is Black, ta be a ready ‘stooge
of the communists. This preju.
dice is reinforced by the fact
that apartheid regards all opposi-
tion to it a5 communist-inspired
Because Dr. Nkrumah says he
loathes apartheid, be ifé auto-
matically a stooge of the com
munists, The same smearing
technique has been used against
demecratic leaders of the Afri-
can people in South Africa.

The"

OPINION
‘“Die Kerkbode’’ And Dr. Nkrumah-

{ Continued from page 282)

But we must see “Die Kerk-
bode’s™ charges for what they
are. To brand Nkrumah as a
stooge of the communists has
the possible value of weakening
his position when he meets
Eisenhower. When he gets to
Washington he will be the best.
qualified man in the world to
artictlate the feelinge and aspi-
rations of the New Africa. That
will naturally mean that Washing-
ton regards him as far more
importaat than  Strijdom-—a
YWhite man, That is obviously
too mueh for *Die Ketkbode ™
Not withaut reason, of coutse.
To boost Strijdom, particularly
after the Louw climb down on
the United Nations issue, Dr.
Nkrumah’s name must be made
to stink, It is clever politics
from the pulpit—but convining
only to the warped minds of the
men of apartheid .

The facts of Ghana's situation
ate that it is net and caonot be
in her own interests to be a
Russian satellite. Firstly, it would
shake world confidence in
Ghana's ability to preserve her
freedom and independence This,

in turn, would give the Strijdoms,,

Verwoerds and “Die Kerkbode®
added ammunition against the
granting of independence to
African peoples. Thirdly, Dr.
Nkrumah knows that Communism
works for the disruption of Afri-
can unity, If he wants to weaken
the front he is building up, all
he has to do is to become a stooge
of the Communists and the na-
tionalistic movements he hopes
to line up behind him will bave
nothing to do with him. How
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this would strengthen his or his
country’s position in the wosld,
it is difficult 10 say

One Conclusion

Against all this evidence we
are left only with one conclusions
That fer ‘‘Die Kerkbode" to
call Dr. Nkrumah a satellite of
the Russtans is just an ignorant
and silly piece of smearing,
wholly beneath the dignity of a
Church organ,

Naicker Wants Centenary
Research Foundation

R. G. M. NAICKER, Presie
dent of the Natal Indian
Uongress, in his ocapacily as
President of the Centensry
Qelebration Committee ocalled for
the setting up of a Oentenary
Regearoh Foundation.
“Perhaps one of the most
permanent marks that the oen-
tenary observanace in 1960 should
leave is a Research unit financed
by contributions made towards
the Centenary. BSuch a unit
phounld have for its central theme
and inlerest a broad researoh

progromme fato the life, con-
tribantien and oontaet of the
Indian people in SBouth Afriea.

“Thigisa long felt need which
must be taken up by onr people
seriously,’” said Dr. Naloker.
“A powerfunl research ubit
smong the Indian community
poreibly aseisted from the othey
seotions and properly and adee
guately snbsidized should prove
a tramendous arret not only to
ocoming generstions bat also to
those with whom they oome
fnto conlaot,
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(From CQur Own Correspondent )

P.S.P. Calls For Protest
Against U.5. Action

HE Praja Socialist Party has
,& 1 direoted all itz brancher to
organise public meelings bnd
demongtrations to protest sgainat
American intervention in the
Labsnon and to expregs aolis
darity with the Lebanese peoples

“The P.S.P. which has alwaye
staod like a rock for the froedom
and sovereignty of all unationa,
squivooally cbndemns tho Ame-
rican military aotion in the
Lebanon whioh constitates a
ohnllei:ga to the rising forces of
nationaliem and a grave threat
to world peace,” saye"a state-
ment isamed by the General
Beoretary of the All=India Praja-
Booialist Parly-.

The Scoialiet Party oud the
revolntionary Communist Party
algo have isened statemeunls ocon-
demning the American inter-
vention in the Lebanon.

Nehru On War Porlent;

Addressing ©. meoting of Con=
greae workers at Swarsj Bhaovan
on July 1G, the Prime Minister,
Ar. Nehru said thet the sitna-
tion created io Weat Asia was
vory dangerous. Tho world was
heading towards dasnger very
rapidly. If something bappened
no oovitry conld esoape. It

e ———

wonld have repercussions in all
ports of the world,

Mr. Nehru asked Congregsmon
to undergtand the serionsness of
the situation:

Relief Works In Rajkot
To Be Stopped

A oonferenca of the Collectors
of the seven distziots of Rajkot
Division hss decided to dis-
coniinne all woaroity relief
works in viaw of the good raige
fall in the region durinp the
pagt fortnight.

The Collectors reviewed llle
sitmalion in their distriots and
gave an outline of all the acarcity
relief measures that they had
taken up to dale,

Holiday Homes For
Children

The Government of India
proposes to open holiday homes
for children at varioms Hill
Btatiops in the couniry it is
learnt, :

The Union Edneation Minis'ty
ig understood to have addressed
tho State Governments to sobe
mit detaile of accommodation
avoilable at various Hill Sta-
tions and the mapner in whish
it con be utilised. The entire
exponditure on the echeme ia
oxpected to be borne by the
Contre.

World Wéwsree? ..

(FROM SAPA REUTER)

, Nehru Concerted At

Landings
HE Indion Prime Minister,
Mr, Jawsharlal Nehrn,

-eaid in New Delhi that Iandla
viewed the Uniled Htates Jands
inge in the Lebanon with greal
oopoern.

“Ae 1 bave already said,
foreign iotervention is always
dangerons,” be said at the airport
on his retorn from o tour of
food soarcity areas in Fastern
India:

He odded that such inter-
vention leads 1o all kinde of
complications ond the . whole
aflalr I8 muob too serious for
soy light-hearted comment.”

Mr, Nehrn left the nirport
qulekly tor a cabinael meoting to
oconalder Middle Eiet dovelop»
ments,

Bolshevilc Party

About 35 members of the
YBolshevik Party™ of Indla,

demonstrated outside the United
States Embsesy In New Delhi
on Thureday shouling for the
withdrawal of Amerioan troops
from Lebanon.

Police oordoned off the pres
mises and the demonstratora
dispersed after twenty minuters

More Ghanaians For
Deportation

Ghana is to deport seven
Afrioans whoso pregence in the
onuntry ie desoribed np heing
‘not condnoive to tho publle
£ood,” it was officially ao-
nonnoed in Accra.

The soven, whose blrtbplaces
wero not given, inolnded four
faormers anda echool teacher.

A Government etatement eald
“pll theve seven psopla were
individually warnod at the be=
ginning of June by the Minister
reeponstble for the Intorlor to
be ot good behavionr. Never-
theleas, they falled to take notioe
of the warning given snd bhave

‘eglates unless

been openly abusing the Gov-
arbment and attempting to bring
It into disrepute.”

=& 5

Formosa Troaps Alerted

The Uhinese Nationalist armed
foroay were placed on speoial
alert from noon on Thursday at
Taipei (Formosa) aud all leave
was oancellad. ;

The order . war imsned by
General Wang Sha Ming, Chis?
of the General Btaff in oase
Ruesia prompted 8 diversionary
action by the Chinese communs
fota. =
" However, there had been no

reports of lntenpified communniat -

military sollvity npoross the
Formosa Strait on the Ohinese
‘mainland.

Indonesians- Threaten

r Action ~

Half ‘a millfon . Indonesian
rubber plantation workers have
threatened to, “take action®
Hgainst American-owned rubber
United BStates
foroes are withdrawn from the
Lebanon.

The Communistled TUnion
representing the workere gave
the warning in a telegram to the
United Btates Ambamiador ‘in
Jakarta, and contended that the
landing of American marines in
the Lebanon “constitunted an
asggreesive aotion and  inter-
feremoe in Lobaneso affairs.”
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‘There ars about 15 - American
rubber estatea in Indonesian
territory.

Communists For Arreat

The repatriation ship Hakuean
Maru entered Malzurn Port on
Sandsy where aunthorities walted
to arrest at least 38 of a deported
65 Japanese communlsts aboard,
believed to have illepally fed,
from Japan to Red China after
the 1951 communist purge.

The vessel was oarrying a
total of 579 Japanesa repatriates
from Communist Chins, ;
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Black And White In The Black Country

HE great inflax of West

1ndian end Indian workers
of the past fesv years has hap-
pily beea free from any marked
growth  of racisl  tensions,
There are the odd landladies
who advertise their rooms as
not for *‘Irish, Coloureds or
Dogs"”, and the occasional aee
countant who refuses to cons
sider articling an African be-
caunse “the clients would not
likea blackE man seeing into
their accounts™. But generally
most of the new workers seem
to have been accepted, partis
culaztly by their worbmater,
Almost every other conductor
oa London's ftamous red bunjes
i1 8 West Indian-—or so it seems
to those of us who use the city’s
public transport. Bat the récent
bus strike saw pno cleavage of
interest between black apd
white workers,

Oge of the few areas where
there have been signs of fric-
tion is, inappropriately en-
ougb, the Black Contry—lLhat
grimy stretch of slag-heaps,
factories and  soot-smeared
dwellicgs between Birmingham
and Wolverhampton. Within
recent years there bave been
unofficial strikes in West Brome
wich, where the men objected
to working with an Indian
conductor, and in Waliall and
Wolverhampton on  similar
grounds, !o each case the
trade upions condemned the
workers' actions and sager
coupsel ultimately prevailed,

Now Wolverhampton iz in
' the pews again—this time in
connetion with & colour bar at
one of its main dance halls,
¥h: Scala Bellroom in  the
town bas been operating, as a
policy, a colour bar. On June
17 the local magistrates cos-
sidercd mo application from the
manager of the ballroom for a
renewal of its licence for
music, singing and dencing;
There were four objectors to
the licence. ©ne, Mr. John
Baird, Laqour M.P. for Wolver-
bamptcn North east, said he
recognised the right of every
liceosee to refuse the right of
admission to anyone who might
cause a disturbance. “But,” he
declared, “this is not the case
in this issue. Here the man-
Rgement are not refusing the
admission to an individual, but
to a group of individuals. They

1

havestated quite clearly that
the reason was thése people’s
colotir. The good pame of the
town is involved—'that iz why
I am here. If you grant the
licence it may bte the begine
ning of & viscious process in the
town.” Also objecting were
the Labour Party, the Wolver=
hampton branch of the Inter-
national Friendship League and
the Wolverhampton Free Church
Federal Councili After coosi«
deration the licence was re-
newed, the chairman of the
magistrates sayiog: ' There have
been some very intelligent
things said in the witness box.
I hope the mamagement will
take note.””

The chairman's hope seems a
rather forlorn one at present,
Despite & letter from the assist-
ant secretary of the Musicians’
Uniop, informing them that
“aslong ae racial discrimina-
tion is practised, members of
the Union will not be permitted
to perform ot the Scala Ball=
room”, the management have
declared that there will pot Lte
Yaoy chabge in the policy of
the management of the Scala.'

“For some time to come it
appears certain that a_good
many eyes will be turned to-
wards Wolverhampton. But
before some eaper enthusiast of
apartheid begins to cry that
Britaio is like South Africa (and
thus tries to hide bis sjns be-
hind somebady else’s mirdoings)
I should perhaps point out that
there i a difference: colour bars
are still anathemg to most
British peoplet and this little
storm in a Midland -teapot
raised Church and political
parties to action, We nre well
aware that racial tepsion can
only bring misery to our land.
Wae are alsa equally conscious
of our lives being richer by
virtue of the brotherly inter-
ceurse we have with those of
other races who have come to
live and work with us, Most
British people are determined
to keep the misery at bay, and
go onlenjoying the brotherhood,

E. Nigerian Public Service
Almost All-African
The *“Manchester Guardian™
Lagos correspondent wrote .on
Juoe 30; **The public service of
Enstern Nigeria is now 95 per
ceat African, according to the

“Regional Gazette, published
io Ecugu, - Of 6,718 officers of
all grades in Goveroment ser-
vice on April 7, 5804 were
Africans and 274 Europeans.
In *“superscale” posts (higher
grades with a salary of over

Indo-Pakistan

(From Our Own
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£2,000) there were forty Afri-
cens and sevenly-nine Euroe

‘peapns and in the admipistra-

tive and professionnl appointe
ments 296 Africans and 120
Eutopeans, Thera wers 843
vacant posts.”

Confederation

Correspondent)

R. JAMES LANGLEY, U.S. Ambassador to Pakisten, denied
a newspaper report in Karachi on July 33 that he had been
“preaching” confederation of India end Pakistan,

The report had said that Mr,
Langley’s plan had the blessing
of the State Department and
envisaged Pakistan's confedera-
tion with Indin on Foreign
Affairs and Defence. The Uni-
ted States, the report s2id,
favoured such a coofederation
on economic grounds,

Mr. Langley in a sbarply
worded statement, said "‘asser-
tions made by an unidentified
reporler citing an uvonidentified
sorce that I am preaching a
confederation is a lie, His
further assertion that the con-
federation plan is alleged to
have the blessings of the State
Department is 8 complete fab-
rication,’

*The policy of the United
States, with which I am in
complete accord, supports the
independence of all nations in

their determination of theirown
domestic and foreign policies
iocluding Pakistap and- [odie,
The United States would very
much like to see Pakistan and
India settle their differences
and live in greater accord and
co-operation as good woeighe
bours, because international
teosion disturbs the total peace”
of the earth, Such tension
spreads beyond the nations ine
volved like wideniog ripple
when a roch is thrown ioto a
pool af pure water,
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R. VITHAL

Bookkeeping, Writing up Sets of
Books, Balance Sheets, Income
Tax Returns,

Cortact No. 12 Barklys Arcade,

38 Market Street,

Cer. Diagonrl & DMarket Sts.
Johzrneshurg, "Phone 33-1654,
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Fantush New Delhi
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Devta [
Mem Sahib CILD. ..
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Packing & - postage
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