
2. The Ban on the 
Weekly Mail 

During October the Government issued a directive 
preventing the Weekly Mail from appearing for a month. 

On an earlier occasion it issued a similar directive 
banning the New Nation for a period of three months. 

Opening the Transvaal Provincial Congress in November 
the State President threatened legislation which would 
force reporters who claimed to have inside information 
'leaked' to them by authoritative sources, to reveal who 
those sources were. 

All this adds up to a further intensification of the campaign 
of threats and legal restriction which has been directed at 
the Press since this Government first took office forty 
years ago. 

But now it is more dangerous than ever. 

For now, more than ever, as our society goes through the 
agonies and upheavals which, whether Mr Botha likes it or 
not, are leading inexorably to the creation of a non-racial 
society here, it is vital that all of us, including him, should 
know what is happening. 

More than any other publication, the Weekly Mail helps us 
to know. 

Closing it down for a month has been an act of extreme 
stupidity. To close it down for good, a thought very much 
in the Government's mind we suspect, would be one of 
lunacy. 

In the meantime, in order to help the Mail survive the 
financial implications of being off the streets for a month, 
we suggest that any of our readers who have not already 
done so, take out a subscription now, or order some of the 
calendars advertised below. • 

Subscription rates 

Home deliveries in Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Durban 
and Grahamstown. Postal deliveries 
elsewhere in SA,homelands and Namibia 

Airmail to Zimbabwe 

Airmail to Botswana, Swaziland. Lesotho, 
Zambia, Mozambique 

Airmail to United Kingdom 

Airmail elsewhere in the world 

6 months 

R39 

R46 

R95 

R120 
(£30) 

R150 
(US$60) 

12 months 

R74 

R82 

R180 

R220 
(£55) 

R270 
(US$113) 

Q YES, I would like a month subscription to 
the Weekly Mail and a free Caroline Cullman calendar. 
D I enclose R .. 
I would like to buy calendars) at your discount 
price of R12 each (USA: $10, Britain £6. SA equivalent R25. Post
age and tax included in price) 

SUBSCRIBER'S NAME: 
ADDRESS: ** 

COut 

PHONE: 

• BULK ORDERS: Buy five or mora calendars and tbo price drops to R11 
•ach. 
• GIFTS FOR FRIENDS: rf yoa 
would Ilka to hava either the sub-
scriptiorts or calendars posted as 
gifts to friends, send us their 
names and addresses and any 
greetings messages from you to 
enclos* with each package. 
• FOREIGN SUBSCRIBERS: Bank 
drafts or money orders in South — 

• PS?S"£MUSMMI.M T h e p a p e r f o r a c h a n 9 | n 9 S o u t h A f n c a -
Box 260425, Excom 2023. SA. 

by Benjamin Pogrund — 

IMPRESSIONS OF ZIMBABWE 
Years after the end of Zimbabwe's war of independence, 
the bodies of victims are still being discovered: not in ones 
or twos, but in dozens and hundreds. 

They are people said to have been killed by the security 
forces of Rhodesia's white minority government during 
the 16 years of black guerrilla struggle. The war took a 
heavy toll: 40,000 people are estimated to have died. 

It would not be surprising if the finding of ever-more 
bodies caused racial rancour, and especially as it is 
evident that many did not die in battle. Yet it strikes a 
visitor as a remarkable reflection of the interracial peace 
in Zimbabwe that the grisly evidence of mass murders is 
reported so soberly, and does not set off calls for 
revenge. 

Last December, for example, a report in Harare's daily 
newspaper was worded in these terms: "Poor peasants in 
Mashonaland Central, which covers most of the former 
'Hurricane Operational Area' during the liberation strug
gle, are planning to reinter hundreds of Zanla combatants 
buried in shafts and mass graves in the province." Using 
the same temperate language the report went on to say 
that the peasants were putting together their "meagre 
resources" to raise funds for proper burials. 

The same approach is no doubt responsible for the 
continuing presence of the colonial past. Immediately 
after independence, statues were pulled down and a few 
street names in the centre of the capital, Harare, were 
changed. But most streets were left alone so that there 
are still visible reminders of the heroes of colonial rule. In 
the town of Mutare, on the eastern border, there is even a 
Jan Smuts Avenue, named after a South African white 
leader. 

Robert Grabriel Mugabe, first Prime Minister 
of Zimbabwe. 


