
I
n the transition period, De Klerk has a clear eco
nomic plan. He alms to entrench, even more, white 
minority power a nil privilege, BEFORE a new demo
cratic government Is elected. This Is why De Klerk 

Is In such a great hurry to hand over even more power 
to the local monopolies and to International capital. 
This will make it difficult! or a new democratic govern
ment to restructure the economy to overcome the 
massive social and economic effects of apartheid. 

The new tax, VAT, is part of this. We are now forced to 
pay VAT on basics like food and medicine. 

But the bosses are exempted from paying about R8 
billion a year in VAT on machinery and equipment! VAT 
Is just one way that the tax burden Is being shifted away 
from companies and onto the poor. 

That R6 billion a year which Is being left in the pockets 
of the bosses is money that could be used by the 
government to pay for desperately needed social 
services. Instead, De Klerk ts taxing the poor and 
handingoverservlceslike health,transport and housing 
to the private sector. 

It doesn't take a genius to see that where prof It governs 
the supply of social services, the poor and oppressed 
will be the last to receive them. 

This is De Klerk's economic conspiracy. He wants 
market forces to continue the lob which apartheid 
politics began. 

HALT ALL 
UNILATERAL 
ECONOMIC 
RESTRUCTURING NOW! 

Soweto anti-VAT march, and the message to De Klerk Is clear Tax the bosses, not workers 
PhOlo:ElmoridJiyane 

Read Umsebenzi Comment Page5 

Self-defence: Tactics & 
the operational plan 

• See Pages 10 & 11 

What kind of Interim 
Government do we want? 

• See Page 6 
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r PARTY NEWS 

What does your branch have to say about the 
Discussions, debates and 
workshops in and out of party 
branches on the Draft SACP 
Manifesto and Draft Consti
tution are occurring country
wide. 

Comments are also being 
received from party structures 
and individuals abroad. 

A few of the comments are 
harsh: "We can see that a de
termined effort has been made 

CONGRESS 

lo write the draft (manifesto) 
in a language which is accessi
ble to workers and broad 
masses of the people* 

"Hut in so doing the draft 
has become simplisticallv de
scriptive and devoid of any 
analytical thrust... In our 
opinion the draft is fatally 

flawed and cannot be turned 
into a satisfactory mani-
festa«f1 

Others views are markedly 
different. "We congratulate 
the comrades responsible for 
the first draft and look for
ward to the next draft/' (Lon
don), 

*i was excited to read the 
new draft manifesto in the 
United States where I am 

studying,.. In general the pro
gram is exciting and open, 
democratic and mobilising* 
directing and givingsolutions. 
with strong emphases. My 
criticisms are given within this 
overall framework." (Long 
serving activist presently 
studying). 

"The conference adopted 
the draft manifesto with some 
few additions." (Transkei 

SACP region). 
But the words of approval 

are always, appropriately, ac
companied by suggested 
changes and criticisms. 

At this point the process of 
reporting back on branch, 
district and regional discus
sion of the drafts is not com
plete. It is, therefore, not pos
sible yet to give any overall 
perspective on discussionsand 

Forward to our 8th ci 
P artystructuresaround 

the country are im
mersed in preparation 

for our 8th congress, which 

will be held in Johannesburg 
from December 4 to 8. 

Over 400 delegates, the 
majority of them workers, are 
expected to attend. Bui inten
sive debate and discussion is 
involving each and every 
member of the SACP. 

The theme of congress is: 
'The future is democratic so
cialism!' 

Packages containing our 
draft manifesto and draft con
stitution have been sent to re
gional offices redistribution, 
along with a special newslet
ter. Congress News, which 
outlines some of the tasks 
facing branches in the run-up 
to congress. 

The programme 
Registration lor congress will 
stan on Wednesday 4 Decem
ber. 

The opening address will be 
delivered on the 5lh b> party 

SUPPORT 
THE PARTY! 
We will have plenty of party 
media on sale throughout 
congress — Including T-
shirts and badges, copies of 
African Communist, 
Umsebenzi, and books about 
the SACP.These will be sold 
for cash, so bring as much 
as you can afford! 

chairperson Dan Tloome. He 
will be followed by our guest 
speakers — ANC president 
Nelson Mandela and Cosatu 
general-secretary Jay Naidoo. 

Most of congress will be 
taken up by discussion in 
commissions, which willlook 

at three key areas: 
• The constitution. 
• The manifesto. 
• Party-I ailding. 

Apart from delegates and 
our regional leadership, con
gress will also be attended by 
party veterans, the Interim 
Leadership Group, and the 
Central Committee 

We have invited observers 
from fraternal organisations 
such as the ANC and Cosatu, 
and a number of guests from 
socialist organisations in other 
pans of the world. 

One delegate one vote 
An independent electoral 
com mil tee will oversee the 
entire election procedure at-
congress, and provide a report 
on its findings. 

Branches should send their 
lists of nominations 10 their 
regional offices as soon as 
possible. However, nomina
tions will also be taken from 
the lloor on the lin*l da> of 
eongre>v Voting will take 
place throughout Saiurdav. and 
all delegates will he entitled to 
vote * 

* 'The future is democratic socialism', the theme of this year's party congress, is already being 

Into the future: Guiding principles for 
Theparty'sobjectivesforthe 
future are spelt out clearly in 
sect ion 4 (guiding principle) 
of the Draft Constitution, 
which is currently being de
bated in party structures. 

Guiding principles 
In leading the working class 
towards national and social 
emancipation the Party is 
guided by those principles ol 
M;;r\isnt which have proven 
universal validity by historical 
experience. The loundations 
lor those principles were laid 
by Karl Mar\ and Fried rich 

3r CONGRESS 

Engcls and enriched by Marx
ist revolutionaries among 
whom Lenin occupies a fore
most position. In applying die 
general principles of Marxism 
the SACP is. in the first place. 
concerned with their indig
enous elaboration and appli
cation to the concrete realities 
ol our own developing situa
tion More particularly the 
Communis! Party will work: 
1. To end the system of capi
talist exploitation in South 

Africa and establish a demo
cratic socialist society based 
on the common ownership of. 
and participation in..and con
trol by the produccrsol the key 
means of production. Such a 

society will respect and pro
tect all personal non-exploiia-
tive property and such other 
private propeny as may be ne
cessary IbrclTective economic 
development and gniwth. 
2. To organise, educate ami 
lead our working class in pur 
suit of this strategic aim and 
ihe more Immediate ami ol 
winning the objectives ol the I 
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Party's Draft Manifesto? 
criticisms. But it may be use
ful for comrades to get a pre
liminary sense of what others 
are saying. 

Forinstance,thereisafairly 
widespread concern about the 
apparent dropping of "Lenin
ism" in the draft manifesto. 
"We commit ourselves to re
turn socialism to its true and 
original vocation as envisaged 
by Marx, Engels 'and many 

other great socialist pioneers/ 
Are we afraid to mention 
Lenin? Or is he too now out of 
favour? But we should discuss 
Leninism because many of the 
concepts for which Stalin was 
blamed began with h im/" 
(party veteran). 

There is also unhappiness 
in a number of branches with 
the use of the concept "demo
cratic socialism". "Why do we 

ingress! 

taken up by our cadres 

need to qualify socialism in 
this way? Isn't socialism in
herently democratic?" argues 
one comradein the Transvaal. 

His view is echoed in almost 
identical terms by comrades 
in an East London branch. 

Although the draft consti
tution speaks explicitly about 
a "vanguard party", it is clear 
that many comrades want to 
emphasise this aspect more 
forcefully. 

The question of a mass party 
and a vanguard party isclearly 
going to be debated at our 
national congress. Can mass 
and vanguard be reconciled? 
Are they opposed to each 
other? "The SACP should 
have a mass character, but a 
vanguard function", suggests 
one Johannesburg central 
comrade. 

It is clear that we wi l l 
emerge from our congress with 
a strengthened manifesto and 
constitution. 

The process of discussion 
and debate among our nearly 
20000 members to collectively 
develop a socialist perspective 
for South Africa is almost cer
tainly unprecedented in our 
country. 

But it is also clear that the 
debate will and must continue 
on all these, and many other, 
crucial questions in the months 
and years after December's 
congress. 
• I f you have not received cop
ies of the draft manifesto or 
the draft constitution, contact 
your region NOW! * 

the Communist Party of the 1990s 
national dcmocraiicrcvolulion 
which is inseparably linked lo 
i t The main cojucnl of ihc 
national democratic revolution 
isthenational libcraiionof Ihc 
African people in particular, 
and the black people in general. 
the destruction of the economic 
and political powerol the racist 
ruling class, and the establish
ment of one united state of 
peoples power in which 
working class interests will be 
dominant and in which eco
nomic conditions will be cre
ated makingit possible tomove 
steadily towards social eman

cipation and* eventually, the 
total abolition of the exploita
tion of person by person, 

3, To participate in and 
strengthen the liberation alli
ance of all classes and strata 
whose interests are served by 
the immediate aims of the na
tional democratic transforma
tion. Thisalliance iscxprcsscd 

through the liberation front 
headed by the African National 
Congress. 

4. To spread the uidcM possi; 

ble understanding of our bask 
idcolog> and its application It-
South Alricancondiimnv par

ticularly among the working 
class, 
1 To combat racism, tribal
ism, sex discrimination, re
gionalism, chauvinism and all 
forms of narrow nationalism. 
6, To promote the ideas of pro
letarian internationalism and 
the unity of the workers of 
South Africa and the world, 
and to encourage an ongoing 
international dialogue with all 
organisations which are com
mitted to a socialist future, and 
to act in solidarity wilt) all 
struggles for liberation and 
social emancipation. * 

• PARTY NEWS 

Border regional 
congress: Under 
the junta's nose 

- £ ORGANISATION: REGIONAL WORK 

T he Border regional congress was hearing a report 
about the destabilisation of democratic structures 
by CiskePs military junta under Oupadqo/o. The 

SACP has been a particular target for such actions. As if 
to illustrate the point, the junta 's agents at that very 
moment were ripping down the SACP banner displa\eti 
outside the congress venue. 

The regional congress ol the SACP in Border was held at 
thcBisho. Fort Hare eampusonSeptember2l. It was the first 
of a series of regional congresses presently being held nation
wide to produce fully elected SACP regional leaderships. 

The Border region, with 3964 members in 65 branches at 

Ihc time of its congress. ma> 
well become the biggest 
party region in the country. 
Although Transvaal has 
over 5300 members, it is in 
the piOGCSS of sub-dividing 
into live separate regions. 

The development of the 
Border region in the new 
situation was greatly as
sisted by the fact that, since 
the late 1970s* a strong un
derground SACP leader

ship core was present in the region. 

Indeed, Border was represented two years ago at the 7th 

SACP congress in Cuba. 
Speaking at the regional congress about this underground 

core, rc-clcclcd Bordcrchairpcrson Matthew Makalima said: 
'The core helped the party to be firnily grounded. Within its 
ranks it has seasoned cadres from MK. the trade unions, and 
the MDM formations/' 

Thccombincd experiences Of these cad res "became a good 
ingredient for the building of the party," 

The newly elected Border SACP leadership includes live 
MK cadres trained externally, three internal MK operatives, 
MDM leaders, and Barcnd Schuitcma from the religious 
front. 

The chairperson is Matthew Makalima, the secretary is 
Skcnjana Roji, the treasurer is Trevor Campbell- and addi
tional members are ThobileMsclcni. Penrose NtlontL Smuls 
Ngonyama. Victor Nyc/ i . Busisiwe Dingaan. Ncumisa 
Kondlo, Barcnd Schuitcma. Mzwandile Masala. Bnngi 
Zokwc, BOVCC Soei, Andile Sishuba and Vuvo Jack.-* 

Send articles about developments in your party 
branch or region to: 
Umsebeaii 
POBox1027 
Johannesburg 2000. 
You can write in any South African language! 
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UMRABULO 

I believe there are only two kinds 
of people you can rely on: A good 
communist and a good believer. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, as we 
know, is the latter. 

I, however, take issue with his recent 
remarks thai there is "no way aChristian 
could be a member of the communist 
party", because "you cannot be a per
son of faith and one of no faith". 

Although he pays fulsome tribute to 
the contribution of the SACP to the 
nghiagainsiinjusticc.ArchbishopTulu 
sees an inconsistency between Christian 
positions and "classical communism". 

Many believers who have joined, 
and arc continuing to join, our party 
would not agree with him. They sec 
faith and spirituality as a way of acting 
and living. And i hey experience in the 
practice of our party a more valid ex
pression of this spi ritualily than can be 
found in most of South Africa's politi
cal formations who pay lip service to 
Christian positions. 

Our party's message of cgalilarian-
ism. of unconditional commitment to 
the ooor, of liberaiory hope is, in its 
ethical content, closer to the true foun
dation of Christ's social teaching than 
the actual practiccofso many in history 
who repeat a daily ritual of faith with
out a glimmer of charity. 

It is partly because so many crimes 
against humanity have been commit
ted under the cover of faim mat "clas
sical communism" has dismissed reli
gion as the "opium of the people". 1 
happen to believe that this over sim
plified aphorism is both unmarxisl and 
undialcctical. It is precisely because of 

UMRABULO 
A personal column by 

JOE SLOVO 
liberation giants like Tutu, those who 
have committed themselves to the 
Kairos document and the growing 
strength of the school of liberation 
theology in many parts of the world, 
that wc endorse the statement made by 
the Nicaraguan Sandinistas that: 

"Our experience shows that, when 
Christians, relying on their faith, can 
respond to the needs of the people and 
history, their belief stimulates their 

Ken Owen's conversion 
Sunday Times editor Ken Owen seems lo have had a conversion on Ihe road io 
Beijing. Forgotten totally are his Culminations about Tiananmen Square. In his 
regular Sunday morning anti-communist sermon (October 20) he says that he 
emerged from his recent visit to China impressed and "stunned". It seems that 
socialism does wirk after all! 

Hut, Owen tries to explain, that this is due to the fact that "after a do/en years of 
economic liberalisation people talk not of redistribution but of privatisation, not of 
past injustice but of'opportunity'." 

We are not told how many of the 13 billion Chinese he talked to, but most of them 
would have told him that the foundations of China's economic advance were laid by 
a massive redistribution and a redressing of past injustice. The free trade /ones he 
mentions are merely adjuncts of an economy which remains overwhelmingly 
socialist and socialised. This is not disputed by Owen. 

But what impresses this liberal most of all Is thai "six Chinese farmers would live 
comfortably on any Sowelo plot because they use space, as they use time, frugally." 
And, what's more, "they eat anything from snakes to birds' nestsand water buffalo." 

Knowing Owen's addiction to the sanctity of private wealth and property he 
should choose his words more carefully. Some bright spark at the ANC (inspired by 
Owen's arithmetic) might take his calculations seriously and decide that 20 Sowelo 
families could live comfortably on Owen's plot...if they used his space "frugally". * 

.-.*.,*K , „ ,. < 

revolutionary militancy. Our experi
ence shows that a person can be both a 
believer and. at the same time, a con
sistent revolutionary and that there is 
no insurmountable contradiction be
tween the two." 

There is, undoubtedly, a great deal 
in the practice of the previously exist
ing socialist stales towards religion 
which poses a teal problem to true 
bclicvers.Thclackofdcmocracy which 
infected every level of social life in 
these countries showed itself also in an 
attitude of intolerance, and even acts of 
persecution of religious communities. 
To dispose of the future of the socialist 
project because of these distortions is 
as groundless as it would be to dispose 
of the Christian inheritance because of 
the massivccrimcs(not least thecrimes 
of apartheid) which have been commit
ted in its name over the centuries. 

Boesak's worry 
Recently comrade Allan Boesak (whose 
election as chairperson of the Western 
Cape region of the ANC wc heartily 
welcome) has reflected publicly on the 
ANC/SACP alliance. What is this alli
ance about? In brief, the alliance be
tween the ANC and SACP reflects two 
major streams of revolutionary con
sciousness - class and national - which 
in our country have had a unique and 
mutual impact on one another. The 
ANC's ideological thrust - with a bias 
In favour of the black working people -
clearly owes something lo the influ
ence of ihc party. But, equally, the 
party's own indigenous elaboration of 
its strategic perspectives was influenced 

by its long-standing relationship with 
the national movement. 

Today the basisof the organisational 
alliance is a broad consensus between 
the party and ihc ANC on a shared 
vision of the posi-aparthcid society and 
how to get there. Comrade Boesak con
cedes ihc normality of political alli
ances and coalitions, but is worried 
about dual membership which, he 
claims, cannot be "explained logically". 

Well, the 2 000 delegates at ihc July 
conference of ihc ANC (commonly 
accepted as ihc mosi democratic politi
cal event in our country's history) had 
no problems at all about the logic of 
dual membership. Well-known com
munists received a most generous share 
at the lop of the poll. This happened 
because the logic of more than a half 
century of experience of the alliance 
had provided ample evidence of the 
trusted role which communists had 
played in building the ANC. 

What of the future? A political alli
ance is obviously not indissoluble and. 
of course, there could come a lime 
when members of the alliance may go t 
cir separate ways. 

In the meanwhile, our interventions 
in this debate musl lake into accouni 
what the regime is trying to achieve by 
its ami-com muni si offensive. It is a 
continuation of the same offensive 
which for dubbed ami -apartheid mili
tants like Boesak as communists. The 
design is clear: lo hitat the ANC through 
its long-standing alliance. 

Currently, among the key targets of 
this offensive arc the middle strata 
among the black minorities whom Dc 
Klerk hopes to win as allies. Comrade 
Boesak is right to insist that wc need to 
address the fears of these minorities 
whether it be about the atheism of com
munists or she way socialism was prac
tised in eastern Europe. 

But the reality of our own history 
also needs io be expressed. Despite ihc 
long-standing participation of many 
communists in ihc ANC, no-onc can 
suggest that there exists even a hint of 
an anti-religious tendency in hs ranks. 
Indeed, the ANC's proposed Bill of 
Rights (drafted by a group which in
cluded communists) proclaims the in
alienable right lo religious belief. 

Communists like Moses Kotanc 
helped to found this tradition which. 
among other reasons, serves to explain 
whyadecply religious ANC leader like 
Chief Albert Luihuli placed so much 
value on Kotanc'sdual membership. * 
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De Klerk's 
economic 
strategy 
In February 1991,the Eco

nomic Advisory Counc i l , 

which advises De K le rk 

on economic pol icy , pub

lished proposals for a 5-year 

economic strategy. 

The draft proposals give a 

good idea of the thinking of 

big business and government 

on restructuring the economy. 

These include: 

• lowering company tax; 

• reducing the government's 

role in the economy and in 

providing social services; 

• deregulating the labour mar

ket, by weakening legal pro

tection for workers and min i 

mising the role of the trade 

unions; and 

• l inking wage negotiations to 

productivity. 

A l l these measures are de

signed to t i l l the economic bal

ance of forces even more deci

sively in favour of big busi

ness. This explains why the 

regime is in such a hurry to 

embark on unilateral measures 

to restructure the economy. The 

aim is to introduce far-reach-

EDITORIAL 

VAT is 
just 
one way in 
the tax burden 
is being shifted from 
companies onto the poor 

ing measures which wi l l tic the 

hands of any future govern

ment. Any attempt to reverse 

these measures would incurthc 

wrath of the monopolies and 

international capital. 

The introduction of V A T is 

in line widi all this. It has shifted 

the tax burden onto the poor. 

While the poorarc being forced 

to pay V A T on basic necessi

ties like food and medicine, 

corporations arc being ex

empted from paying V A T on 

capital goods (equipment, ma

chinery, etc.). About R6 bi l 

lion of tax on capital equip

ment which should go to die 

government to pay for social 

services, housing, and hospi

tals is going into the pockets of 

business. 

V A T is just one way in 

which ihc tax burden is being 

shifted away from companies 

onto the poor. In the last few 

years the amount of tax col

lected from individuals has 

increased from 40% to 70%. 

In other words, there has been 

a massive shift o f the tax bur

den away from business onto 

individuals. 

This is creating a situation 

which wi l l make i tdi f f icul t for 

a future democratic govern

ment to finance the recon

struction process. Any attempt 

to do so wi l l meet with threats 

of economic sabotage, invest-

Pretoria and the International Monetary Fund 
De Klerk's programme of economic restructur
ing has unique South African features. It is being 
orchestrated by a minority government, in order 
to pre-empt a future democratic government 
from havingcontrol over the country's resources. 

But the process also has many features in 
common with economic restructuring in Africa 
and other parts of the world. 

The common feature in this Is a programme 
which has been introduced by the International 
Monetary Fund ( IMF) and World Bank - known 
as "structural adjustment". This package incor
porates all the elements that De Klerk's eco
nomic strategy involves: privatisation,deregula
tion, restructuring of taxation, and unfettered 
conditions for local and foreign capital to exploit 

the country's resources. 
It is no accident that the IMF was the key 

advisor to the South African regime around the 
introduction of VAT. In fact* the regime ignored 
its own advisers when determining the rate and 
level of VAT. Instead it relied on the IMF todo its 
mathematical calculations, and determine the 
rate! 

This shameless subservience to the dictates of 
the IMF has completely ignored the fact that its 
structural adjustment programme has been a 
social and economic disaster where it has been 
applied. 

It has been specifically rejected by bodies like 
the o \ i_ and Non-Aligned Movement, whose 
member states have experience of its effects. * 

ment strikes and capital flight. 

Already we have seen ihc hue 

and cry whiehgrcetcd ihc mere 

discussion of a wealth lax in 

an A N C seminar 

Selling of f state asscsts, or 

pr ivat isat ion, is another way 

in which the regime is trying 10 

vest all economic power in the 

handsof the monopolies. When 

privatisation began a few years 

ago, many people realised the 

regime was trying to deny a 

future democratic state access 

to resources needed lo run the 

country. As a result o f mass 

opposition, the regime o f f i 

cially suspended privatisation. 

Bu i . in the meantime, they 

have been devising ways lo 

bring in privatisaiion through 

ihc back i o o r This is being 

done through: 

• ihc "commercialisation" of 

slate corporations (like posts 

and telecommunications); 

* ihc breaking up of slate en

terprises inio"busincss units"; 

and 

• the contracting out of state 

functions 10 the private sector. 

By making state corpora

tions run on lines of maximum 

prof i t (as opposed to making 

efficiency the criterion), ihc 

way is being prepared for ihc 

selling o f f o f these uni lsto lhc 

very monopolies which own 

the res! of the cconom\. * 

? 

Our message 
to De Klerk: 
Halt your 
economic 
restructuring! 
The regime has t r i ed to con

ceal its programme o f un i 

lateral economic restructur

ing. I t c la ims it is not a pol i t i 

cal issue, but really a techni

cal question of how to man

age the economy "more eff i

ciently**. 

Bui they have been caught 

w i th their pants down, h i par

ticular, ihc ami- VAT campaign 

has helped lo lay bare their 

cvnical economic strategy. So 

now ihc regime is trying lo 

shuffle ihc issue into a side-

room o f ihc negotiaiions proc

ess. In response lo demands by 

Ihc trade unions, in panicular. 

for structured negotiations on 

economic restructuring. Dc 

Klerk hopes todeflcct ihc issue 

inio a working group of the A l l 

Party Conference, 

The reason for ihis is obvi

ous. Dc Klerk doesn't want to 

get tied downinto negotiations 

with an organised consliiuency 

like COSATU. He is hoping 

economic questions wi l l bclost 

in the welter of political and 

constitutional issues discussed 

at the A P G With all the pro-

apanncid. and free-market 

forces at ihc APC, the govern

ment hopes to be able to di ffusc 

opposit ion to its economic 

programme. In the meantime 

it hopes to push ahead with 

economic resin-ciuiing. 

The government must en
ter in to an economic negoti
at ing f o rum in which all the 
m^jorplayersintheeconomy 
part ic ipate! 

This forum must; 

• Ensure thai any economic 

restructuring during ihc tran

sition period is broad I > ac-

ccplablc; and 

• Negotiate transit ional ar

rangements to address bum-

ins economic problems lacing 

ihc masses of our people. 

The government must im 
mediately halt all uni lateral 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g of the ceo* 
rtomy! * 
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THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT DEBATE 

All-embracing 
interim 
government 

In this version, the existing 
government resigns en bloc. 
The present constitution is 
suspended. An all-embracing 
interim government is con
stituted. This IG rules by 
decree. It is completely sov
ereign (that is, it has ulti
mate power) over all aspects 
of running South Africa. 

Advantages 
• The present government has 
no right to rule. It must make 
way for a more neutral and 
more acceptable IG. 
• The present government is 
also the major obstacle to cre
ating a favourable climate for 
real negotiations. The sooner 
it resigns en bloc the sooner 
real progress can be made. 

• The ANC's phased approach 
to ihc lifting of sanctions (as 
adopted at its July Conference) 
is based on three phases. The 
second phase, when financial 
sanctions may be lifted, is 
marked by the formation of an 
IG. But this assumes an all-
embracing IG. The logic is that 
an all-embracing IG will have 
to govern the country, and it 
will need substantial finances. 
This three phase approach has 
already been widely canvassed 
internationally. 

Disadvantages 
The disadvantages of an all-
embracing IG arc of two kinds: 
• Is it practical? Given the 
present balance of power, and 
given the government's out
right refusal to resign and 
suspend the constitution in the 
interim period, canourdemand 
be won? Of course, this argu
ment that an all-embracing IG 
might be difficult to win is, on 
its own. not sufficient. After 
all, there arc many things in 
the past which the government 
has refused outright, but which 
we have won through hard 
struggle. If an all-embracing 
IG is critical for a transition to 
democracy men wc might just 

INTERIM GOVERNMENT 

What 
kind 

do we 
want? 

The SACP, our allies in the tripartite alliance, and 
now the broader Patriotic Front are demanding an 

Interim Government (or Transitional Authority). 
But what kind of IG are we demanding? At present 

there is a debate within our ranks about this. There 
are broadly two different versions of the kind of IG 

that is desirable. In the Interests of encouraging 
discussion and debate we present these two versions, 

each with its own advantages and disadvantages. 

have to slog away until wc win 
this demand. But there arc also 
other disadvantages: 
• Is it desirable? Who will be 
represented in an IG? Wcdon't 
yet know, of course. But re
member, an IG would be 
formed before any democratic 
elections. So the composition 
of the IG would be the result of 
some kind of compromise be
tween the main parties. There 
arc at least three possibilities: 
| i | AjoinlANC-NP arrange
ment; 

(ill An ANC-NP-IFP troika; 
[Hi] A broadcrmulii-pany set
up. 

A troika arrangement is al
most certainly the worst option 
of all. Number iii is perhaps 
thcmostdesirablcandihcmost 
likely. But in the contcxtof an 
all-embracing IG any one of 
the three possibilities above 
contains enormous problems: 

Joint responsibility,unequal 
power 
An all-embracing IG that takes 
over the complete running of 

the country will have respon
sibility for a huge range of 
things —including housing, 
education, local government, 
water affairs, prison services, 
etc. But it is a purely interim 
structure, lasting perhaps 18 
months or so. And it is a struc
ture whose policies, like its 
composition, will be based on 
compromises between panics 
with vastly different agendas 
and vastly different numerical 
support. This means there is 
no way it will be able to trans
form existing apartheid South 
Africa. It will not have the 
time, coherence or ability to 
move decisively. 

In short, the ANC alliance 
will carry joint rcsponsbility 
for governing what remains 
essentially an apartheid South 
Africa. There will be shared 
responsibility but very limited 
power to begin to change the 
terrible social and economic 
heritage of apartheid. 

Wasting our cadres 
There is one other disadvan
tage to an all-embracing IG. 
The ANC is emerging out of 

30ycarsofillcgalily,lhcSACP 
out of 40. Rebuilding our for
mations remains a massive 
challenge. 

Of course, sooner rather than 
later the ANC alliance hopes 
to govern this country. But can 
wc afford right now to have 
most of our bestead res tied up 
in the Union Buildings, bogged 
down in trying to run die coun
try jointly widi the IFP, Soli
darity, the NP and heavens 
knows who else? 

IScaled-down 
interim 

i government 
In this version the IG is seen 
as an interim mechanism 
specifically related to the ne
gotiations and transtional 
process. 

Its function would be to level 
the playing field. It would su
pervise the process of negotia
tions, constitution-making and 
the first elections. This scaled-
down IG would not attempt to 
lake over all functions of the 
existing govemment, but it 

would have supreme authority 
overat least fourcritical areas: 
• the security forces, to ensure 
they were not deployed to fa
vour one party; 
• me electoral process (voters 
rolls, actual polling, etc.); 
• the public media — specifi
cally thcSABC.iocasurc some 
parlies arc not unfairly privi
leged; and 
• defined areas of budget and 
finance, to ensure Ihc regime 
docs not unilaterally move the 
economic goalposts in the 
present transitional period. 

Advantages 
A scaled-down IG avoids (or 
diminishes) ihc problems of 
an all-embracing IG. 
• Itisamorcimmcdiatclyrcal-
isablc demand. It will be hard 
for our opponents to resist its 
obvious reasonableness. 
• It also greatly diminishes the 
problem of carrying joint re
sponsibility for an apanhcid 
South Africa. lis role would be 
specific and narrowly defined. 
• II would also bog down far 
fewer of our cadres. 

Disadvantages 
• It can be argued whether a 
scaled-down IG would repre
sent a real retreat or not from 
our legitimate demand. But 
there is no doubt that many 
comrades would see it as a 
back-down. 

• In fact, would a scaled-down 
IG really be a government, 
raUicr than some kind of tran
sitional mechanism? 
• A scaled-down IG would 
complicate our whole phased 
sanctions strategy. 

Other points 
There arc other imponam is
sues which wc have not 
touched upon, for example: 
• Should there be an interna
tional component within the 
IG? This is a question that is 
relevant to both versions. 
• An IG isn't the only way, and 
perhaps it is not the most effec
tive way. in which wc prevent 
the regime from ruling unilat
erally. With or without an IG, 
mass struggle is crucial. * 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS/THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 

A READER'S ADVICE ON THE PF: DON'T LET THE PARTY BE SEEN AS A MINORITY GROUP 
Dear Editor 
The decision to establish a 
patriotic front represents a 
major advance for the cause 
of democracy in our country. 
But I am worried by some 
aspects of the PF: 

Why was there two-tier rep
resentation at the PF confer
ence in Durban, with the ANC 
and the PAC enjoying double 
the representation of other 

parties? The ANC is correctly 
placed in Hie first tier. It is by 
far the biggest political forma
tion in the country. But who 
agreed lo placing the PAC (and 
AZAPO, until it pulled out) 
alongside them? 

If any party deserved recog
nition as one of the major play
ers alongside the ANC, it is 
our party. At rallies and meet
ings the SACP has demon

strated greater support than 
cither the PAC or AZAPO 
managed at the height of their 
popularity. And who can deny 
that both arc a long way past 
their peaks? 

In addition, the only com
parable survey indicated that 
the SACP is second only to the 
ANC in popular support. 

Bui the primary question is 
not why were we excluded 

from the ranks of the 'major 
players'. It is why these liny 
parties were given special 
privileges. 

Two questions now arise: 
• Why did our negotiators 
agree to PAC and AZAPO 
demands aboutbeing regarded 
as 'major players'? 
• And, having agreed lo treat 
small panics like big ones, 
might our negotiators not do 

so again, when the National 
Party and Inkalha demand 
equal siaius with the ANC in a 
post-apartheid government? 

If and when it is tactically 
necessary I believe the SACP 
will lake a back sca(. Bui by 
demoting the SACP. arc our 
negotiators noi doing Preto
ria's anli-communisl work for 
them? — Joe Slaatman, Jo
hannesburg * 

JOE SLOVO'S ADVICE TO THE PF: LET'S LEARN TO WALK TOGETHER BEFORE WE RUN 

O n the final day of the Patriotic 
Front conference, Joe Slovo 
made an important interven

tion.Hisintervention helped toshape 
the conference's conception of the 
organisational and strategic charac
ter of the PF. 

"I ihink we would all agree lhai 
what was accumulated at this confer
ence is one of the richest struggle re
sources in our history. And ii must not 
be squandered. It can be squandered in 
one of two ways. It can be squandered 
if wc fail 10 lake measures to consoli
date and build upon it. And il can be 
squandered by a premature leap forward 
which fails 10 sec the building of unity 
as a process. 

In approaching our immediate unity 
prospects we must try to balance two 
conflicting imperatives. 
• The first imperative is to maximise 
unity of purpose and united action by 
me patriotic forces, including those who 
have not yet seen fit to be among us. 
• The second imperative is to safeguard 
the democratic integrity and inde
pendence of the myriad of organisa
tions which makeup the patriotic forces. 

Two considerations flow from this 
approach. Firstly, wc have to find a 
means of effective liaison and co-ordi
nation to hammer out and implement 
agreed minimum platforms. Secondly, 
wc must avoid, in our cnUiusiasm. 
creating a super-executive which binds 
the constituents and paralyses ihcirright 
to act bilaterally, multi-laicrally or uni
laterally outside the front on issues 
pertinent to their specific policies. 

Lei me take an example. The SACP 
is committed to a longer term socialist 
perspective. (Incidentally, I noted that 
comrade Clarence Makwctu in his 
opening address to this conference said 
that die PAC is committed to "over
throw white domination and cstablisha 
socialist state"... Perhaps this is a non-
antagonistic difference with the ANC 
which the SACP and PAC share in 
common!) In the coming negotiations 
the SACP (and I presume the PAC) 
position will be informed by ourlongcr 
term socialist perspective. In the SACP 
wc certainly have no intention of re

nouncing cither this pcrspcctivc,orour 
independent right to propagate it. 

Perhaps the most successful exam
ple of a political front is the Tripartite 
Alliance (even if some people don't 
tike it). Initially it grew out of united 
action in the 50s and this eventually led 
to institutionalised structures. For in
stance, there arc regular meetings of 
die three secretary generals, and tri
partite meetings of the executives. But 
neither of these structures can take 
binding decisions on bchalfof the three 
organisations. In other words, there is 
consultation and co-ordination, but no 

"third force" inanorganisational sense. 
Translated into the patriotic front. 

this experience suggests an approach 
which wc can apply mutatis mutandis -
as wc ex-lawyers like to say. 

Wc propose that the existing liaison 
group (which has proved its capacity) 
should continue with a mandate lo en
courage common actions and ap
proaches on ccnain minimum agreed 
platforms. And in the first place lo 
campaign on ihc issues on which wc 
have already agreed. 

In iti- initial period it should make 
recommendations on both strategic 
and tactical issues to the constituents of 
die front for the consideration of the 
collectives which lead die individual 
organisations. 

Il should take steps to broaden die 
base of die from by auraciing those 
patriotic forces who. for whatever rea
son, did noi sec fit 10 attend this con
ference. In order lo give cffcci to its 
mandate il should aim loorganisc events 
like this one (from lime to lime) to 
reflect on broader issues. In between it 
should organise smaller meetings of, 
say, one or iwo represcniaUvcs from 
each organisation to ensure an ongoing 
exchange of views and ideas. 

Finally, I musi emphasise again that 
wc sec unity as a process. There is no 
essential conflicl bewcen unity and di
versity. 

But wc must remember dial a unily 
which artificially frustrates diversity 
will be an unworkable unily. So Icl us 
Icam to walk togcdicr before wc try 10 
run." * 

The Patriotic Front 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS/REPRESSION 

'Justin iO I die... 5 

O n Fr iday 11 th October 

V u y a n i " M p i n g a " 

Mabaxa reported to the 

SACP head office in Johan

nesburg that he was being 

followed by unknown people. 

He feared fo r his l i fe. 

Two days later, at 7.30am 

on the morning of Sunday 13th 

October, he received a tel

ephone call at home. He was 

heard saying, " I ' m coming 

now". Immediately after he left 

a blue police kombi (registra

tion number B H M 925 B) was 

seen driving at high speed in 

his street. Half an hour later, in 

full view of numerous eyewit

nesses, he was chased and shot 

by the occupants of this police 

vehicle. 

According to the police, 

comrade Mabaxa was armed 

and he fired at them first. This 

is flatly contradicted by eye

witnesses who insist Mabaxa 

was unarmed — in fact he was 

not carrying anything. 

The police say two white 

policemen, a constable Botha 

and aconstablcBrits, shot him. 

According to eyewitnesses, a 

black constable, Mukwcvho, 

* Diepkloof turns red as SACP and ANC members say their last farewell to Cde Vuyani Mabaxa 

who slays in zone 6 Diepkloof, 

fired the final shot at Mabaxa 

at close range while he was 

ly ing on the ground. (This 

constable Mukwcvho is well 

known to comrade Mabaxa's 

family, since he was involved 

in raiding Mabaxa's house 

duringihcstatcofcmcrgcncy.) 

Onlookers say that after the 

wounded comrade had fallen, 

and had been shot at close 

range, the police then placed a 

gun near the injured Mabaxa. 

A l t h o u g h Baragwanath 

Hospital was a few hundred 

metres away, and although 

comrade Mabaxa was st i l l 

alive, the police refused to let 

by-standcrs and later Mabaxa's 

own father take him to hospi

tal. They also prevented them 

from rendering any first aid 

assistance to the morta l ly 

wounded comrade. 

Comrade Mabaxa's death 

occurred just three weeks after 

his closest friend and former 

class-mate, Papo Manyakallc, 

had also been gunned down. 

Three eyewitnesses to com

rade Mabaxa's slaying were 

arrested on the spot by the po

lice and their whereabouts arc 

not known. 

Comrade Mabaxa, like his 

fr iend Manyakal lc . was a 

staunch SACP member. He 

served on the steering com

mittee o f our Diepkloof branch. 

He was also active in the A N C 

Youth League and he workerd 

as a full-t ime organiser for the 

National Education Health and 

Al l ied Workers Union. * 

Timol: Dedicated underground fighter 
Twenty years ago, Ahmed 

T imo l was ki l led while in po

l ice cus tody . The pol ice 

claimed that he jumped out 

of a window of John Vorster 

Square police station while 

being interrogated. 

The apartheid killers had 

removed from our ranks a 

wonderful, generous human 

being. 

Timol had taken a keen in

terest in our struggle while still 

a student at high school and his 

interest increased al teachers' 

training college. 

As a teacher, he took a 

passionate interest incducalion 

and in the development of 

students and was immensely 

popular with both students and 

SACP Central Committee member Essop 
Pahad pays tribute to Ahmed Timol (right), 
a member of the ANC and party 
underground who died in police custody 
20 years ago 

teachers. 
Coming from a devout 

Mus l im fami ly, T i m o l was 

well-versed in the teachings 

and practice of Islam. His po

l i t ical dream — a socialist 

South Africa — was consist

ent with the progressive, hu

mane and democratic traditions 

of Islam. 

In the mid-60s. after a pi l 

grimage to Mecca.Timol went 

to London. His interest in 

Marxism-Leninism flourished 

and. after joining the SACP. 

he studied for a year al the 

Lenin Party School in Mos

cow. Th is proved to be a 

seminal experience as T imol 

would often relate wi th en

thusiasm hiscxpcricnccs al the 

school and in the Soviet Union. 

When asked to return home 

to help in the dangerous task of 

helping to build SACP and 

ANC underground structures, 

T imol accepted without hesi

tation. There was no room for 

the braggart and the boisterous 

in his character. 

Back inside South Afr ica, 

Timol was captured by the se

curity police. Buthcstood firm, 

even under interrogation. He 

refused to give in to his tor

turers and died on October 26. 

1971 at die age of 30. 

So many o f our dearest 

comrades have been murdered 

while in custody. The police 

have claimed they slipped on a 

bar of soap, jumped from a 

window, or fell down stairs. 

We demand that a judicial 

enquiry be held to determine 

the truth. We owe it to Ahmed 

Timol , as well as all the other 

patriots who have died while 

under arrest such as Looksman 

Ngud lc , E l i j ah Loza and 

Suliman Saloojcc. * 

1 know 
I cannot 
survive 
forever' 

A week after his friend's 

assassination and less than 

iwo weeks before his own 

death comrade Vuyani 

Mabaxa wroic ihis poem: 

JUST IN CASE I DIE 
Please forgive rflc I must 
say these things: 
Please forgive mv enemies 
Maybe their background Is 
unfortunate, 
I am a very proud soldier of 
the movement. 

I know I cannot survive 
forever 
I know many of my fellow 
combatants will survive 
forever 
Do not ask me why I know. 

I know that freedom Is 
around the comer. 
I know that when freedom 
Is around the comer 
Many urHinderatandable 
things happen. Ask SWAPO 
and UHTAG 
This is called transition (a 
very funny word, Ne?) 

I am very proud of the 
contribution I have made, 
though negligible. 
I have never been alone in 
this struggle. 
I have never had any 
regrets. 
I have found this struggle 
on. 
This struggle Is on as I 
write thb. 
And I will leave It on. 
Oh no I will participate as 
an ancestor. 
By the way I am an African. 
1 am agj more African than 
others. 

Our people have a commu
nal background (History) 
And I know a Communist 
future. 
Pass my warm childish 
greetings to the 
Young lions. And most of all 
to iinkokheli zethu 
- Cdes NMR Mandela; OR 
Tambo; Joe SIovo; Harry 
Gwala; Peter Skosana and 
Jay Naldoo. 

— -Mpinga" 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS/MEDIA 

A s democracy looms 
closer, and with it the 
inevitable lossof white 

economic privilege, the 
handsome liberal mask of 
this country's major news
papers is slipping. 

For years they have pre
sented themselves as the 
coumry'sstrongest champions 
of freedom of speech. 

Bui now it seems there may 
be something in the prc-l990 
argument that the newspapers' 
enthusiasm for freedom of 
speech wouldcxislonly as long 
as National Party repression 
succeeded in denying it -
through imprisonment, exile 
or dcadi - to anyone with any
thing to say. 

As people begin to use the 
right of freedom of speech to 
say things the newspapers 
don't like, editors arc rapidly 
losing their taste for it. 

This was graphically dem
onstrated in the October 15 
editorial comment in South 
Africa's biggest newspaper. 
The Star, which explicitly ar
gued for the suppression of 
political debate in the ANC 
because itscarcd white people. 

The target of the editorial 
was die "wealth tax" proposed 
by a participant in an ANC 
workshop a week earlier, and 
seized on gleefully by die press 
as a slick lo beat die ANC, 

This is pan of an ongoing 
attempt to crack ihc founda
tion-stone of ANC economic 
policy: rcdistributionof wealth 
and restructuring South Afri
ca's network of wealth distri
bution - acknowledged even 
by conservative economists as 
among the world's most un
equal. 

Although the newspapers 
pay lip-service to the need lo 
redistribute (The Star calls it 
"(he wholly honourable task 
of finding practical ways in 
which lo give a fairdcal lo (his 
country's majority"), Ihc pai-
icmofdiston.atiack. condemn 
is now so routine The past 
mondi alone has seen ihrec 
such efforts: 
• On "ANC plans lo national-

The Media: Black and 
White and Read All Over 

STEVEN WOTWU 

isc the mines" allegedly ar-
liculaicd by president Nelson 
Mandela. 

What Mandela actually said 
was that the ANC was com
mitted to redistribution of 
wealth and resources in South 
Africa; lhat one means of 
achieving ihis was nationali
sation of ihc mines: but that 
businessmen were welcome to 

come up with ihcir own pro
posals on how to achieve ii. 
Most Souih African papers 
translated this into advocacy 
of nationalisation and attacked 
Mandela for it, 
• On supposed threats by ANC 
secretary general Cyril 
Ramaphosa that a democratic 

government would not pay 
foreign debts incurred by the 
apartheid regime. 

Ramaphosa's statement 
was, in fact, no more dian a 
mild warning to foreign banks 
that a democratic uovcmmcnl 

would rc-cvaluaic the terms of 
repaymeny of loans made to 
the Dc Klerk regime. Hisargu-
ment was quite simple: a 
dcmccraiically-clcclcd gov
ernment, operating on behalf 
of the entire population, could 
not be bound by the terms of 
repayment (die period, the in
terest rates etc.) agreed to by a 
regime operating on behalf of 
a liny minority. None of this 
worried The Star: they rc-
poncdRamaphosa'sstatcmeni 
as if he had threatened not lo 
repay the loans at all. 

• On alleged ANC plans to 
impose a "wcalth-iax" equal 
to a third of the value of ihc 
tax-payers' property and pay
able over 10 years. 

The idea is hardly radical. It 
was used in West Germany 
after World War 2 10 generate 
revenue lo rebuild ihc 
economy. 

And, even when ihc storm 
ofncwspapcrhysicriabegan.il 
was clear thai the proposal 
came from an individual par
ticipant at a conference on af
firmative action. 

However good an idea it 
might be, it has ncvcrcnjoycd 
the status of ANC policy, or 
even been discussed. 

On all ihrec issues, when 
the ANC managed to finally 
gel its position on the various 
topics published, newspaper 
editors criticised it for chang
ing its mind. 

"No-one is quite sure which 
ANC statements should be 
taken as authoritative," mused 
The Star pompously. And in 
what must be the most bizarre 
piece of joumalisUc logic of 
1991. The Star political corre
spondent Peter Fabricius 
breathlessly informed his 
readers dial die wcalm tax "has 
not been repudiated by a sen
ior ANC economic spokes
man". 

(Must we assume that be
cause Fabricius has not rcpu-
diateddishonest journalism he 
approves of it?) 

To return, however, 10 the 
question of freedom of speech. 

In its October 13 editorial 
comment, The Star argued: 
"Whal really matters is dial 
(the wealth tax proposal) 
should have been put forward 
at all... (the ANC) should try 
to ensure that such statements 
arc not made in the first place." 
In other words, silence anyone 
who says anything "ordinary 
people" don't want to hear. 

Ban debate, ban discussion. 
With friends like this, free 

speech cannot afford any en
emies. 

• Watch this space tor the 
John Bishop story 

http://ofncwspapcrhysicriabegan.il
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SELF-DEFENCE (a.k.a. SELF-PROTECTION) 

TACTICS AND 
PLAN 

BUILDING SELF-DEFENCE UNIT 
Umsebenzi Series — Number 6 
• Tactics and the operational plan 

1. Introduction 
Tactics are the different 
methods and ruses used be
tween opposing forces. 

For example a boxccmight 
use constant Icfi jabs 10 wear 
his opponent down and al ihc 
right moment decide 10 con
nect widi a devastating right 
hook. 

In football high crosses into 
the penally area are used to 
give strikers the chance to get 
a shot at goal. 

Just as there arc various tac
tics in sporting games so Uicrc 
arc tactics in war situations. 

There arc different tactics 
for defence as there arc for 
attack. 

Since wc arc the defenders 
wc must make a careful study 
and analysis of the tactics used 
by the hostile forces. 

2. Operational plan 
Battle tactics, just as in sport. 
arc used within the context of 
an overall plan or strategy. 

This means being well 
aware of the overall situation -
the operational situation: 
• What arc the strengths and 
weaknesses of our opponents? 

• Where are they located? 
• What assistance arc they be
ing given? 

• What methods arc they us
ing? 
• What weapons do they have 
and what is the state of dicir 
morale? -

• How do our forces compare 
to theirs? 

• Howcan wcusc the terrain to 
our advantage? 

Undcrstandi ng the si tuation 
enables us to decide what tac
tics we should employ. 

This is our operational plan 
and it changes from time to 
timejustas the overall strategy 
for a particular football orbox-
ing match might. 

3. Developing the plan 

If wc arc well organised Uicn 
wc arc watching and observ
ing every movement of our 
opponents and getting reports 
about their plans. Wc should 
not be caught by a surprise 
attack. 

Wc have noticed for exam
ple that they generally prefer 
to attack as one solid body and 
usually do so from one oral the 
most two directions. 

. 

Get the complete series 
Have you missed previous o di lions of 
Umssftinzi, containing the earlier parts of 
otff series on building self-defence units? 
Back copies of UmsebBnzi, which lacludi 
these articles, are still available from the 
head office ol the SACP. 
SeadftBte: 
UmsebBiiri back copies 
POBoX 1027, Johannosbutg 20QQ 
Remember to Include your own name and 

Attacking force 

# Fortified Point Barricades 

Trench 

— — — —Trench 

But wc must keep a sharp 
watch out to sec if they arc 
assembling at other points and 
intend to attack from various 
directions. 

They invariably get assist
ance so wc must watch out to 
sec what forces arc assisting 
them and whcthcrvchiclcs arc 
accompanying them. 

The presence of vehicles 
will indicate whether they in
tend to enter the township by 
the roads or side lanes. 

Most important is to observe 
the si/c of the attacking force 
and what weapons arc being 
carried. 

Al l this advance informa
tion gives the Township De

fence Committee (TDC) a 
general idea of what to expect 
and what defence plan to im
plement. This is of enormous 
advantage and can make all 
the difference to the outcome 
of the attack. 

If there is time, the political 
leadership alert journalists and 
issue protests to die police and 
the auUioritics, demanding that 
the attack be stopped. 

The TDC puts the defence 
force and entire township on 
alert. 

When the authorii ics sec thai 
the township means business 
they might be forced to inter
vene and stop the attackers. 

Everything in fact must be 

done to attempt toachieve this. 
The greatest victory is won 

when the objective — repel
ling an attack —is achieved 
without a shot fired or a blow 
struck. 

4. Into action 
On a signal, all defence units 
and auxiliary forces take up 
their allotted positions and arc 
ready to repulse the aggres
sors. A l l know exactly what to 
do and what is expected of 
l hem. 

Everybody can see that the 
time spent in training is paying 
off and there will be a feeling 
of confidence with a high mo
rale as a result. 
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SELF-DEFENCE (a.k.a. SELF-PROTECTION) 
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When the would-be aggres
sors sec that ihc township 
residents arc prepared 10 de
fend themselves and notice the 
barricades and fortifications 
which have appeared as if by 
magic, they will be apprehen
sive - no matter how many 
weapons they might have. 

No matter how good the 
advance information, thcTDC 
cannot be ccnaincxacily when 
and where the attack might be 
launched. 

The attack will begin sud
denly and it must be the task of 
those defenders at the point of 
attack to resolutely hold back 
the aggressors even if initially 
outnumbered. 

This is an extremely dan
gerous and decisive moment. 
It will quickly emerge where 
the main force is attacking and 
reinforccmentsmust be rushed 
to that sector to help beat back 
the attack. 

This wi l l mean that some 
platoons will have to leave their 
sectors and that fewer sections 
will have to guard a number of 
streets where there is no im
mediate sign of attack. 

They will keep vigilant in 
case of the sudden appearance 
of hostile forces in lightly 
guarded sectors. 

In such an event they will 
put up resistance until they are 
reinforced. 

5. Strong defence 
In the section on barricades & 
fortifications in this scries, a 
diagram was provided to illus
trate a way of defending a 
township (sec the diagram on 
page 10). 

Natural and man-made ob
jects such as woods, koppics, 
streams, dongas, barricades, 
ditches, trenches, and fortified 
points together form a defence 
system designed to give the 
defenders maximum protec
tion and advantage. 

Ouriaciicsmust utilise these 
fortifications in a skillful way 
so that they give the defenders 
advantages even jver attack-

The right to self-defence 
The National Peace Accord recognises the right of 
individuals to defend themselves and their 
property. This is an important breakthrough. It 
formally recognises self-protection units that are 
community-based. We have been urging our 
people to set up these units. Violence against 
law-abiding people continues. We must make use 
of this historic provision in the National Peace 
Accord to make our residential areas safe. 

crs with superior firepower. 

I f the barricades and fortifi
cations arc strong enough the 
attackers will have to come 
right up to them. 

They wi l l be exposed to 
what firepower we have, as 
well as being vulnerable to 
blows from our clubs and bars 
and weapons such as gas guns 
or tcargas canisters (which can 
be legally purchased by any
one). And they will be exposed 
to the devastating hail of mis
siles and fire bombs that must 
descend on them from every 
side. 

Only very bold individuals 
indeed will endeavour to sur
mount the obstacles undcrsuch 
conditions. 

I f the attacking force proves 
too powerful then at a given 
signal the defenders will re
treat, but in an orderly way, to 
the next line of defence. 

6. Springing a trap 
In the diagram, the defenders 
at point 1 protecting the north 
entrance retreat to secondary 
positions (2) to lure the attack
ers into a trap. 

This planned retreat allows 
the attackers into the square 
(3). 

But the square becomes a 
"no-go" area surrounded by 
barricades and buses or trucks 
driven into positions to trap 
the attackers. 

At the appropriate moment, 
vehicles at point4 can bedriven 
across the north entrance to 
block any escape. 

Reinforcements will have 
been lying in wail in the streets 
around the square wailing for 
action. 

The attackers wi l l find 

themselves trapped in the 

square with the defenders se
cure behind ihc barricades and 
vehicles. 

A withering firepower can 
be laid into ihc square. Thou
sands of sioncs and missiles 
will descend onio the heads of 
the luckless attackers. 

Al ihc point when their 
courage has deserted them - as 
it must - ihc signal for a coun
ter-attack is given and the de
fence units show that they too 
can go on lo the attack. 

A powerful charge will lake 
place and in a few moments 
can send the enemy scaltcring 
for their lives. 

7. Conclusion 
The above is a simplified de
scription of a tactical situation. 
Bui battles arc actually simple 
affairs. 

What counts is the prepara
tion, ihc discipline, ihc bold
ness, the tactics, ihc correct 
use of ihc weaponry and the 
terrain. 

Space does not allow us to 
go on and on dealing with dif
ferent tactical situations. We 
arc simply giving a general 
idea, based on one poissblc 
example. 

There arc many trained 
comrades with tactical knowl
edge who will know how io 
plan defence and counter-at
tack. 

What is required is dedi
cated training in various tac
tics and manouevrcs. 

Included must be a plan for 
the evacuation of non-com-
batants from the township io 
places or safety should ihc 
situation become extremely 
bad. 

* To be continued 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Sandinistas have eyes on the prize Nicaragua's Sandinista Lib
eration Front (FSLN) has its 
eyes on victory again. 

The Sandinistas emerged 
from their national congress 
recently with a wide-ranging 
programme for rebuilding the 
front, after the election loss in 
1989. The main objective now 
is to strengthen the FSLN and 

move lowards an election vic
tory in 1996. 

A wavcof younger members 
have joined the FSLN since its 
1989 defeat, and brought with 
them a new level of militancc 
which is already changing the 

dynamic of the front: trade 
unions and younger members 
are agitating for a more mili
tant development of inde
pendent FSLN programmes. 

The national leadership ac
cepted responsibility for sev

eral errors of judgement in the 
past, and admitted to having 
reinforced bad practices such 
as authoritarianism, and to 
stifling criticism. 

Throughout congress, del
egates expressed a desire to 

move away from the 'vertical 
character' which had devel
oped from 1985 onwards, when 
the US intensified its campaign 
against Nicaragua. 

This is likely to lead to a 
rcvitalisation of FSLN struc
tures and greater freedom of 
action for Sandinista mass or
ganisations. * 

6 SOCIALISM WILL 
'I ** 

mprovements, yes, but 
without the least com
promise on principles 

This was die message Fidel 
Castro, re-elected first secre
tary of the Cuban Communist 
Party, delivered to a rally of 
200 000 people at the close of 
the 4th party congress in San
tiago, Cuba. 

Castro said the congress, 
held in the middle of October, 
was "the best of congresses, a 
congress in a difficult time, a 
congress in a special period." 

The congress voted in some 
important changes. Among 
significant- developments 
were: 
• A change in the party consti
tution to allow religious be
lievers to be party members. 
On this point Castro said: "It is 
necessary that all patriots, all 
revolutionaries, all those who 
want progress and all those 
who defend justice should find 
each other in this party." 

• The congress elected a cen
tral committee of whose mem
bers more than hal f arc new to 
the CC. 

There was also considerable 
renewal in the composition of 
the political bureau - 14 of its 
25 members arc new. 

New PB members include 
the 40-ycar old Carlos Lagc 
Davila and Roberto Robaina 
Gonzalez, 35. The latter is 
president of the UJC (Young 
Communist Union). The con
gress also dissolved the party 
secretariat. 

• The congress mandated the 
National Assembly to carry out 
major constitutional reforms. 

Castro stresses Cuban 
Communist Party's 
undying commitment 
to socialism 

It is mandated to organise 
elections on the basis of uni
versal suffrage at the local, re
gional and national levels. 

Universal suffrage local 
elections arc already the prac
tice in Cuba. But regional and 
national elections have been 
indirect (i.e. ihosc elected lo
cally form an electoral college 
forthc regional level, and those 
elected regionally form an 
electoral college for the na
tional level). 

The National Assembly has 
also been mandated to debate 
the separation of executi vc and 
legislative power (in other 
words, to consider the nomi
nation of a prime minister 

National Assembly). 
• On the economic front the 
congress resolved that it was 
necessary "to find new forms 
of economic organisation and 
management", while preserv
ing "the conquests of Ihc revo
lution in education, health and 
social security". 

The party agreed to open up 
the Cuban economy to foreign 
capital. 

It also agreed to the legali
sation of the "informal 
economy" ofsmall artisans and 
peasants. 

'Today, I am not going to 
say socialism ordcath," Castro 
told the rally, "because social
ism WILL BE. No matter 

alongside the president of the what the price!" * Cuban leader Fidel Castro: No compromise on principles 

Viva Cuba! Down with Yankee imperialism! 
The 4th congress of Ihe Cuban blockade on Cuba. Now they Paraguay and Colombia have 
Communist Party occurred at are planning to impose fines recently opened diplomatic 
a time when the Cuban revo
lution is confronting grave 
challenges. 

Emboldened by thecrisis in 
eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. US imperialism is 
seeking to tighten its pressure 
on Cuba. 

The US congress is busy 
discussing a law to strengthen 
measures designed to choke 
the Cuban economy. 

Since the early 1960s ihe 
US has imposed an economic 

on boats docking in US ports if 
they have unloaded cargo in 
Cuba. US aid will be reduced 
to those countries purchasing 
Cuban sugar. 

US president George Bush 
also hopes to completely out* 
law trade with Cuba by for
eign subsidiaries of US com
panies. 

But these imperialist aims 
are not going unchallenged by 
Ihe rest of the world. Risking 
the anger of the US, Chile, 

links with Cuba. 
The Mexican government 

has granted $300 million in 
credit to Cuba. Venezuela is 
deepening its contacts. 

In Bolivia, the parliament 
voted by a large majority that 
they should strongly oppose 
the US blockade at the United 
Nations. 

The Non-Aligned Move
ment also recently reaffirmed 
its solidarity with Cuba, and 
condemned the blockade. 

But it is not just govern
ments and inter-governmen
tal organisations that have 
been expressing solidarity 
with the Cuban revolution. 

In Mexico a massive popu
lar campaign has been 
launched to send to Cuba a 
boat-load (5 000 tons) of pet
rol. In Europe there are nu
merous Cuban solidarity 
campaigns underway. Among 
them is a major campaign in 
France ("A boat for Cuba") 
spearheaded by the French 
Communist Party. * 
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