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TI-lERf:: 'ORE RESOLVE
I. To fouro a political movement

",hkh ...111 express and manifest
the aspltatlons of the Black
Peopl.. in Aun~ .

2. To found a movement that will
unile " II ~ nd liberate ail irom the
e ~plollLll ue and oppressille
shackle• .
AIMS A,'m OBJECTIVES

1. To comdentlse , politldse and
mobil!... Black worker. through
the phJ'<I5Ophy of Black Con·
!IClousn"ss In order to striue for,
their l~llImate rights .

2. To wor:: towll,ds the establish
ment o! an educational system
that 1".11 respond creaUllely
towa,cb ' he needs of Aunllms.

3. To pro~ IOIe all Interpretation of

~~\I~~I:~y ;:~eu:nt t~~:~";~:~~
gle.

4 . To pr, ·mOle llnd ellcou' ''Ye
re...ard . ll1to UllriouS problems
affecti"'J Our people.

5. To expose the oppresslue and
exploita ',lIe system In which ou,
people ;re denied basic humall
rights .
To wo, ~ towards fhe unity of the
oppref-,,, ,,i . fOI the just dlstrlbu·
tiOIl ot ' '' e" lth llnd powe' to lll!
peopkl •.f Aunla ,

--- -

PREAMBLE

Alld whe'eas the worke, I. more
delermill,ro to ...e freedom end
Justice , alld desirous of occupying his
rightful place In the Lan d of hls birth ;
And lliso that it Is lln Inalienable right
of llny communily 10 organise Usell
Into a political mOllement to e~pre..
~nd menilest lis aspl,atloIlS . Idelll.
and goals ;

And further bellelllng thlll Black
Conscloume.. be dO!\leloped alld 6 .
maintained as II true philosophy fo'
workers;

Whe,ellS _ , the Black People of
Aunla, conscious of the philosophy
of Black COllsclousness as a Jllling
lorce llmongsf Ihe majority of OUr
people. and .ecogllislng that Black
Wo,;";,,. particularly llre responsible
for c' eatlllg the wealth of our coun·

"',And whe'eas wo,ke", ate sub
jected to the most Inhuman alld
ruthless law. ;

And further realislng that Ihe op
pressille 'ysfem III Its effort to rellder
the worker powe,le... and perpetu"l .
Iy subserlllellt. CTnle. and utill...s
taetlcs of diulde and rule that galle
birth 10 factionalism end tribalism;
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sopo 'fic to
la cks wh il sa l ing h on ci nc

ullt-stlck wi it . It works
fr I fa se pr mise I a t. b a us
-t is difficult to brt 9 P le from H-
ferent r es age her in h IS C unt y

ch i em I t of his 1 i l el a t p
w r e t tal Ii era ion f he

lacks . Nothl 9 c ul be Or

rnisl ad ing .

and lirnlte boyco ts n d they hop ed
the st 0 ld ba safely le ft to th
trouble d consci nee of th f ir -
m' ded nglish f ilk.

Of cours his sit tton could n t
las . A n w bree of bla k Ie ders

s egi nin t k a dim vl w {
r e ln vo lve rn nt (liber ~s In a tru -
gl th t the y r gar n i lIy
t eirs , h 1 a li ical mov en 5

of h bl cks we ither ned
h rassedlnto non- Ilene . T i left
he ta e p n nee rna or
lb r 1 to c tinu« wit th I w r f
fighting for th e rI. hts f t e lacks".

t nev r CCUfl e d 0 th
1 th integr odon th y
u on san e ectiv W y f posin
apart eid w ~OSSlble to ach ve
in outh Africa . ' t h to rtificia l
ec use it w s beIng fo t On tw

p rttes whose ntlre up ring ng a
been to s ort 1 lie tha on r c
w supe iOT an d oth rs I fer or , One

as t ove h uI t L ) W Ie sys ln
outh frtca e ore hoping 10 ge. I

I k and white elkin an i
hand 0 op ose l; common en y.

s it Is t 0 bl 1\ a d white Wet f in
o sUI or ni e int gr ed cir-

eI ca r i w i t ern th e se cis
d tructlo of h t clrcl -t i in
f riority and s p e ority com lex s .

Th myth of ~ :1 te ra ion as pro 
po ded under he b . n r of the
Ii J eo ogy IT· st crack d a nd
kil e b cau It rna es peopJ
b ll v tI a somethin t etng done
when in t aliy he artifici Iy in ,

7

ho r th lib raj tn outh
f c ? It is that c rio b nch of

n n-confo mists who ex lain thei
p lei Han in eg ti v rrn s : th t
bunc h f do-qooders h t 9 nd

I sorts of name - Ube al 1 lefti ts I

tc. T ese ar h eo 1 who arg
at the y ar not esponslble fo
hit r ci m n h c unt 's 'In
manHy to the black man" : these

e th opl w 0 d i at I y
00 fe I the oppre io n Just as acutely

the 1 ck nd er f r he Id b
. 1 Y involved in th black m n's
s uggl for l e u d h sun; in
hart, t es er the 0 le who ay
h t t y ave black ouls rapped
u in whit kin ,

Th llber Is se b u eir
usine s it the utmost efficiency .

y m de it a politica l d 9 ha
I to p 0 a ing t e status q uo

musl necessarily be non-racial in
uc re o ey rn intained tha if

you stoo for prtnci Ie f non
racia lism yo co Id not i any way

dop wh tty d cr l as r ct fist
po 1 i . T ey ven defln d oth
bl ck people W at th latta shou l
fIght 0 .

ith Is or of lnfiu ne b hind
em , mos black leaders ended to

e y t 0 much 0 t e dvic of
Ii r I . F r long am ! n fact t It

came th ace . ion of the le er-
ip to "calm t rna sas down" .
h'le they gaged in fruitles
gotl io i h e tatu QUo.

heir hole po litic 1 ctlon , ln f ct ,
r gr mmed course in e art

of entie uasio hrough ro t sls
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ly manipulated and co ntrolled by Ihe
oppres.sor as to make the oppressed
belif!ve Ihat he i. a liability 10 Ihe
white man , Ihen Ihere wl1 be nothing
Ihe oppr~d can do tha t will really
SCare the powerful.ma.ters . He nce
thinking along lines of Black Con'
sclousness make. Ihe black man see
hlmsell as a being, entire In himself,
and not as an exle nslon of a broom
or addillanal leverage to so me
mol>Chlne . AI the end of II a ll , he u n
not lolerate atte mpls by an~body to
dwarf th e .Ignl fica nc e of hi.
manhood. Once Ihl' happen. , we
shall k""w thaI the real man In the
black person i. beginning 10 shine
Ihrough.

I have spoken of Black Con
lCIousness a. If It Is something that
can be readily detec1ed . Granted thl.
may be an over· s1atemen t al Ihis
slage , yet II i. true thai , gfadua lly,
blacks are becoming more and more
consclou. of the self. They are begin
ning 10 rid the ir minds of Imprisoning
nolion. which are Ihe legacy of Ihe
conlJOl of tllelr attilude by whiles ,
Slowly, Ihey have casl aside the
'mOTallly argument' which prevented
lhem /rom going II alone and a, e
now learning that a lot of good can
be derived /rom sped fic exclusion of
wh~es from black Instilution. . Of
course II Is not surprising to us that
whiles are nol very much aware of
these developing forces sir>ce such
con.dousnen Is es.enllaUy a n
inward· looking proces. . It ha.
become common prad lce in this
country for people to consult their
papers to see whal i. said by blac k
leaders · by which Ihey understand
Ihe leadom of Ihe vllrlous apartheid
in!llllutlons . While the ... bodle. are
often explolled by individual. In
Ihem fo,- candid lalklng, Ihey certa in·
Iy cannol be IlIken seriou sly II. yard
stick. by which to measure bla.ck feel·
Ing on any topic.

The growlh of awareness among
Soulh Afrlclln bla.cks has often been
ascribed to influence fro m the
Amerlclln 'Negro' movement . Yet It
seems to me thai Ihl' Is a sequel 10
the attainment of Independence by
SO many African sta tes wllhln so
ohort a lime , In fllCl 1 remember thaI
III the time 1WIIS at high school, Dr
Hastings Kamuzu Banda WII, . , il1 a
mililanI and used to be a hero of a
frie nd of mine . His often quoled
sllIlemenl wa. , 'This I!I a black mlln'.
country: any whne man who does
nol like II must p/ICk up lind go' .
Clearly at this stage the myth of the
Invlr>cibillty of the while man had
been uposed. When fellow Afrlcans
......re talking like that how could we

.tlll be hafbo url"g idellSof continued
servitude ' We knew he had no rlghl
to be Ihere ; we wanled to remove
him fro m our t;lble , . trip the table of
all trappings ;lut on il by him,
decorate It In tru.. African style , settle
down an d then l~ him to join u. on
our own terms if he liked . This Is
whal Banda wa' . aylng . The feet Ihal
American le mln" logy h". o ften been
used to upre. s ( , II thoughl. i. mere·
Iy becau"" all new Ideas seem to get
exlenslve publld ty In Ihe Uniled
Stales .

Nallona l consclous-ness and ils
sp,ead in So uth Afrlcll has to work
against a numLer of fa.clors. First
there are the trcdllional complexes ,
Ihen the empllne. s of the nalive's
past and La. tl y the qu..stlon of black·
white depende'lO-Y' The traditional
Inferlor -sup..rlor bla.ck-whlle com·
plexes are delilwrate creations of the
colonialist, Th,o,. gh the work of mis·
slonarles and the style of education
ad opted, th.. blacks we,.. mad.. to
feel Ihal the w"'lIe ma n was SO me
kind of god whose word could not be
dou bted . A. f a,lon puts it: "Col·
onlalism is not s .tis/ ied merely ", ilh
holding a peop l~ In It. grip and e mp·
lying Ihe Native s brain 01 all form
and content ; b~ a kind of perveted
logic, 1I turn. teo fhe past of the op·
pressed p eo ple and d lsto rls ,
disfig ures , and destroy. I t, ~ At the
end of it all, the blacks have nothing
to lean on, 110th,ng to cheer them up
at the pre.ent mome nt and very
much 10 be a/rald of in the luture .

The altilud.. 01 some . ural Alrlcan
fo lk ",ho are a!talnst education I.
often mlsunderst<<>d, not least by the
Afr~an intellectual. Yet the reason.
put fo rward by these people carry
with them Ihe realisation of their in·
herent dign ity a" d ",onh. They see
education as Ihe quickest wily of
de. troying the subotance 01 th..
A/r~an cullure . They complain bit,
l..rly of the di5lUrllon In the IIle pal ·
tern , non 'ob"",,'atlon of custo ms,
and constant delts loll /rom the na n·
conformi. t. whenever any of them
go Ihrougll scM ,1. Lack of re. pect
for the elder. is, in the African tradi·
!lon , an unforgivable and cardinal
sill. Yet how Cion one prevent the
10•• of resped of child lor lath..r
when the child ~ actively taught by
hi. kno""all whit... lutors lOdisregard
his family's teac'l' :-1g.? How can an
Afrlcan avoid Ins."g re.pect fOT his
trad ition ",hen Ir. school hi. ",hole
cultural hackgrou' l.J Is summed up In
one word : barba> :.m?

To add 10 the whlle-o rl..nled educ
tion received , tt .. ",hole history of
the black peopl. · Is presenled as a
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lo ng lame nla tio n 01 repeated
d .. fe ats , ~t rang e l y .. nough,
everybody has Co me 10 acce pt Ihat
Ihe hi. tory of So uth Africa slart. in
1652. No da ub! thi.i. to support the
often-to ld lie that blac ks arrrived In
Ihi. co untTy at abo UI the same time
a. th.. ",hiles. Thu. , a lot 01 allen lion
ha. 10 be paid 10 our hi.IOfY If we as
blacks "'ant to aid e..ch olher In Our
coming into consclousn... . . We have
to r"""Ue our history and d..scribe In
It the heroe. tha I lormed Ihe cOre of
re. istance to the ",h,te invaders .
More has to be revealed and SITe.s
has to be laid on Ihe successful
nat ion-build ing attempt. by Pt'ople
like Chaka , Moshoeshoe and Hint"".

Our culture mU.I be defined in
concrele lerm• . We mUSI relale Ihe
pa.t to the present and demon.trale
an hislorlc..1evolution ol lhe modern
A/r~an . We must re!"ct Ihe allemps
by the powers thaI be 10 projeCI an
arrested Image 01 Our culture, Thi. is
not the sum lotal of ou r cultu.e . They
have deliberat..ly arrested a u, culture
at the lJlbal stage to Pt'rpetuate Ihe
myth that African people ",ere near ·
cannIbal. , had no r....l ..mbllions in
Ille, and ",..,e p,eoccupi..d wllh . ex
and drink . In lact the wid..spr.."d
vice often lound In Ihe Alrkan
to",nships Is Ihe r..sult of Ih.. in·
ter/erence of the while m.. n in th..
natural " Volullon of the true natiw
culture ,

It is olle ll claimed that the ad ·
vocates of Black Consciou. n... . are
hemmillg Ihemselves Into a closed
",o rld , choosing to ",eep on ..ach
o the r'. sho ulders and Ihereby cutllng
out useful dialogue with the re. t of
the ",arid , Yet I f..el that the black
people of the world, In choosing to
reject the legacy of coloniahsm and
while domination and to build
around them...lve. their own va lu....
.tandards an d oullook to life , have al
last establi. hed a solid base for mean ,
i ngl ul co-op e rallon s mo ng . 1
Ihemwlve . In Ihe larg..r bdlt t.. of Ih..
Th ird World agalnsl the rich nations
As f ano n put . U; "The con
sclousness of Ihe sell I. not Ih.. clos
Ing of a doo< 10 communication
....Nallona l con.dou.nes. , ",hich i.
not oa tionall.m, i. the only Ihlng Ihat
will giv,; us an In l..rnallon al dimen·
sion" Thl. Is an ..ncouraging sign,
for there Is no doubt that the black ·
white po",er struggle in Soulh Af, k a
Is but a mlc.oco.m of the glooal con·
fronta tlon between the Third World
and th.. rich white n..tions of Ih"
world whk h is manifesting ilsell in ..n
eve, more rea l manner as Ih" yea rs
go by. .. .. .. ..



All lhe delegates we,e ag' eed on
10...... baslc poln" - Ihal lhe slmggle
for J..nd . ..pos.sesslon ",al lh.. o~.., 
lid,"!! hldor , lhal bIal:k. wanl a
social ist set ·up , and Ih", the.. ",as
no pIac:.. in lheir ",uggIe for wil lIes

M. Nkumane ICcu",d wh il..
.... of ""tding 10 Ioberat •
our"""'" from them · , and had
• go AI Manri$l1. , whom he accw.ed
of w ylng thaI bIad<s .nd wh~"" had
10 gel logI'lher to find • common
..nemv·

How 10 interp'el blllCk co n ·
KlOu,"e.. as an Ideology lor hbe.a ·
tlon II now Ihe Be dilemma , In Ihe
early days of black Contclousn......, 1I
wa. more a malle. o f consc",nti$lng
black! .bo"'l Ihell oppru$lon .

Now II: is a qUfillon of how 10
galv........ bIad<s InIO • ....hicle for
lIbortarlon , for ,ep : IIO'M1ng """ land

Commln.... . Mr Curtls Nkondo , /110 Its
lint prl'lldenl _ Up 10 Ihe lime , Be
w.. In''"JWeled as a phllotophy for
I.... psyc:hoIr.gical and phY*-al libera ·
Ilon of opp......d bla.ch .

8uI al rne lneugurel congrns,
,here ...... a lignificanr dt'vt'1opmenl
In 11>1 philosophy. ~n 1nI....•
peled lhe tlad! strvgg\O' as a .eee·
cia.. "'ugg!e, with blacks being op.
pressed a$ t cla$$.

Bleek. .....e.e c1assi li...d W(l.kel$,
wllh while W(lrke ' $ being reJect...d
beeau... ll)ey "'."e .ega.d.d as Ihe
Iabou. ari!lf. ocracy which kept Ihe
Governmenl In powtof 10 p ored ilo
o...-n prlvtleged. position .

1M _ .-\upo consrtIullon plac
ed . I.o ng emphasis o n black
............... . \lil Jle ".,.,. bladl~ to
, ...po_ IN \and from whiles was
de.... ibord a' the .aIIyIng p:)ln t, .IKI'

w.. dnat:O"d as .. dasI d"'....minanl
in Soulh Nnea .

And II: was Ihls lnl""",<'fa liDn thaI
was challenged by some dell'galn al
Ih... cong.ess , Led by M, VU$i
Nk",rnane , chalnnan 01 ibe ccltu...1
group Mdali, the g'o",p 01 delegales
Inslsled lhal 'M nationa l 1I".ggle was
solely lor '1lIi! . epooonslon 01 lhe.....

Mr Nkum" n.. . 104.. Zakn Mofokeng
and DIller. ;aa- .... IndlCaflon of lhe
COfIlrov..ny to cornt' when rhey
ch on n!l""d~.aI ........ used In
• compehomsiw, anaIytlcaI . eport
on edllUllon p ......red by .... Azapo
commisllon.

Under tn.. litkr ~cunll:ulum and
Iyllabu.- , lhe .~ ...Id, '"The
dorn!lIanl k!..... 0/ governm.nl alld
m,an. 01 .",forcemenl lh.... eof and
thus (, able to o rgan!", socie ty 10 a$
10 ent.ench rt...1f and keep In sub·
;"ga llOn the orher cu.-.R

104., Nkurnant! and hll IUppor1ers
Immed~lely chaflenged Ih... COl\CeplI
of c:\.au. In $ krngrhy d ..oale which
ovenhadoIo.ed the commUion·. f....
•rporI 1!:Il'IL 1My obj«-ted 10
'1oretgn Irk ..iogy· being uoed 10 in·
I""",,,, the I ruggIe . •

1M debI.l . continued late InIO the
night 0W!f 1M dasI cor .... pIs when
lhe Aupo nallonal organiMr, M,
Lel...I" M"""Ia. pr.....nled a paper
o n ~lhe ct a llenge 0/ labou' in Ihe
1 980'.~ ,

Al o ne ~olnt , M. Mo...la acc",,,,d
110m.. P"OPlO' 0/ ~..e lng communism
and Moocow" when lhey heard 1M
term claq.

ThO' sharv diff......ncn owr inl....•
pr"'-' ~_ 10 • IMad lhe ne"l
m o r n ing '" h . n Mr Nku .....ne
..........led a paper on '"tIw inn>a<ls of

10

Idyllic setting for a tough battle
libefals into black cooldou""_-.

The Im gl!.y . o;onIJow,siaI p.oper
look rn<>II Mlegat" by 1"'J'riW. IOf it
flew dir«tly In !he IKot 01 Ilw con
stit utiOn " mph" 'll l'" IlruggIe 01_.....

Mr Nkum..ne look the opponuniry
10 . ..jed · M arxi5l: atlalyoII Of defining
do_I" . He callord lor an appllcatioon
to Ah1can cukure. quollng "~'.nslw 

Iy bo rn R"dent• .ha wing Ihal in pdsl

' enlu, i Afric"n no,ml In v"rioU$
field . ",e wen "head of orh". co n -
llnenll .

Ue called for ill ,e".." to the posl
lIOn prior 10 1652. ....hlfn wh it" flnt
wtIloo1l in the country .

EM ..... paper wu to I.nglhylhal
......\1 deIoIgates his Ihnad He
w~ ,~ on ~ COf>Cq>lI.

arwl one d.!legare wid Iur. pap<"!

.O'pfnenled .. ohift 10 the 4 ... lighl- .
HI' ....4$ accuHd of ""eluding " $0'

,&lIN coloured, and to-called In·
dian'" fr<)lT"l hls d"f"'I'1On of the bleck
snuggle , He denied the ' '''''9''. ..nd
u ld "Afric a is for "II who owe
allegiance 10 Africa , glv. tKp,,,sslnn
10 Irs cult" , ,, and I. nor confined to
b1l1Ck. ,-

H. "' accused 01 conlra<licling
hu. own ws. bu, "*' lOXu wrl w.....
uNlble 10 cae sp«1flc ..""",pln
bK• .- they did noI ha.,.. wpon of
"'II papa .

8«"".., of this. and bee"uw time
...... . unn;ng o ul on S unday,
d..~tn agreed 10 defer lurther
dllCuWon on his papn 10 a syrn ·
po~u", of black conlClou.ne••
organ l...1Io n• .

Sonw 50km north _$I of PIet....
matlbburg , among 1M picluu.oque
hlh and rock fonnallom nc.... the
~ of the North , ..ends lhe
simple , ruSl1I: Kra nsi,.n SI..tn
\.l.d:Iwr.... M>o:sIon CentrO' .

Tht' ldylk wfling ........... unlib·
~ wn..... lor a oongr.. of people
who ... Ih..lr politiuJ group H an
~abov<t·board liberaoon mow"'ent~ ,

.....how d.lr&CIon ...xu'" lt1. ", 01be
Ir>g Intellectual e lilists "nd loud·
",oulht'd r"d ka l. who venl ,age "nd
don 'l do anyt hing construc!!v• .

But more Ihan 200 d,lI.'galn and
obwr\..... lurned up a t thO' c.nln, In
J....""'Y 1981 for the annUll! con
91" 01 lhe Azan;"n People 's
Or9anlMtlon tAzapo) ,

They _r. awar.. lhat rh.. lr
org.nlMllon II unde r con.lanl
~ by the .utho n" es , lor
!bey . e I.... popor"'nb of bla.ck con·
tdouInI'u . ThO'ir colleagues have
b....n banned, jailed and d...amed ,
Some d ll'd or chow u il. ,

The lotme. Mlni. le. of J uotlc.. , M,
J .T, Kr",ge. , who ded,,'ed waf on
the blKk ccnsctcusne.. o .ganl... ·
tion. by banning most o f Ihem in
19n , deocribed Be as the poinl
........e IogttImale dls.senl .nded .nd
criminal -=tiviIy bo!ogan .

On anorher Ironl , witlll.... AfrIcan
Nalio n.l Cong.en and Pan ·
A!rbnlIr: Congr<!Sll opcrahng from
edo aft... bn>g banned In 1960, the
only lnl.mal, na~ bIad< political
organiWItIon opetaling owrtIy In
Sourh AIriao II~.

A: . po and lh .. b lac k con·
sclou",... s "'ovemenl ha.... bl!en
ca'elul In Ihe" alt rtude lo wa,ds Ihe
ANC and Ihe PAC , While ,ecogn ls·
Ing their hlslo.lca] role , it hal neUh..,
endorM<! no . alIiclsed them .

Bul lor ......po, another dlmenlian
hao been Introduced , what lis
mernb.rs perceive as ....."'e"'pI a l
nlillrUiOn by while M.ra/s and
radk.ak. One delegale de.... ibtd II: H

the '"\olaI onslaught from the nor ·
Ihnn ouburbs~ .

h -.. agalnsl this background lhal
Aupo d..lI'gatn gatl>ned .. lhe ",is·
tlon centr. , with a number of Impor·
lanl papen on a W\&r .ange ollUb-
joKti up for disc",oIion.

Aupo w8$ formed In 19 78 o ut o f
Ihe ash... of Mr Kr",ge.'. banning••
. nd Immedlalely ran 1010 l'o",bIo! .
Membor's 01 Its Interim UKulive
-.e detained. and two memben
-.. banned .

In Sepremba-, 1979. Aupo w..
b".d lnaugla'ated with 11>1 chair
mMl ollhe s..-o TNChI'n' Action



II Will with lhiI change of . mp......
lIwI thor~ broke within Ihi black
~ _"""" , Though

Black thinking falls under the spotlight again
Bleck polltical tllinklng lall$ und.... .t... colo". q S1~ wat nOl,. j<lcI" d , limply not be ilIbko 10 en"..nc:h 11..,11

the spodighI again when Aupo .......... 01'_ os pIKed on bla<:ks and m.;n ta ln Ih" 1~II.m o f
haldI the 1ong·. ...Uled "IftIPO'Ium _ tun the labour r.eld , caphlMl
on tuck conldoultWH wllhin .. f_ l'l>- probWm SIN1H b«.............. Thor new view _ks 10 " ncotlr"9l'
-ea., po opo" . nlS be".'"' INc .....Ins the .....Ut 1I.~1p boo...! on lhot pn..

A1r.~ !her. Is lntcnw dcbM.. on klodogy Iocu..ro "'" th<t moclIol po~ dpIn of black contdou..- -
dw Nl.... 01 the Ickology and the bIffll 01 labour rfi...-;om end .. lulu,,, wor"-'r pri<Jor in tlw lolC1 !hal "" ..
IV""I"*U'" will 9" .. Ion!l way ,,, -organKaIlon. b.ack contdouOflftS bl«k. ..n.asharned a nd tlwt"'OO'e
"" .oro. c\anfyIng tome 01 the booic would not be ~ 10 pl'OVI<Ie anll cHK'fVIng .np<'d And "" Can get
_ oI lhe t~ullor\ary loWology syse.mahC m1iqUt 01 n pllabsrn. lhlt '. opec! through hto collKtiw

Wl hln " ohort spaclf oI limll black MOf<!OW'f . this n..... vlt'w of blac k uM y In tr ltd.. UnK><l f . .... d"mand.
conlCloull'luS Wf"aUII ch. "!I"d lhe eontdousn.u "","bled blacks to " "J'KI .1.., in m.l"""I'.,mo: bette ,
.nllr. foe ... of black politic' per' pot;t , without e,·ntr. dlcllon . black pay. beh", working condlHn n i, equ.t
col. llng 10 .11 fotm. of ""tMIII - p r lnc lp l,u o f e co n o m ic , . ' f.c1I Il,u a nd Oppo ' lu no l,n fo,
from cuhur. 1 org..nlt.tllons to I...d.. o,ganl...lion ..nd .l>KfI lh. ~ic'... ,h.., d..~..lopm..'" ..nd Ihel,k..
unlonl . till _ ahh be~ 10 the """...... . f ,om .he mom..nl ,.... 'u .... 01

So lasz "'as its d........lopm..nt t....1 Thul . .....niLt m.J" 'ainlng "'" Ih..os ~cLau~ is introduc.,d . I,ador ..nion
........ .,dtwr..nl$ found • dlfflr;uJt to on "colour" . thor ~1l\Il 0f'l of ."'" ",",... Ofganilanon illhe Iog;cal lollow ·..p ,
~ poK ' ....h its momornlum. No lhInlung Addord 0"" d1_ of In " ad.. union. . ...h~.... art! di. -
_ tw.:l black «lMdotl~ "daM" 10 bl.ac:k COf\IdDtl......... In so counl.,d as ...... , n.... lIandard of
-"'<l thor idea at pty<NiklgIo.." doing. thIy ,~-.i thai .. black "'tns....,J<,. thorm ....0.....,.. Iwos "-"
IbrrMion and pr\d<t ... _'1 be;ng propIor _ .. oppr.........l bul -... fur· cdord a '1abour _ on.cy" Wh~....
whom . ...suddornIy etr.ang.,d •• lhorr ... t..... analysis by ..tdmg lhal do flOl ...H.... ,.... dallv indognlllei of
ph.- to bl«Io """,,",om. And I n . black~. pOlf1lnl&orrly • ...H.....,d blKk ....ork..-t•• lhory do """ ...... '"
thor quntlOII at ••-anaIyoIng .""" th.. moot acul.. IN '" at ...ploitahon. compo..nda . I~ ..nlOY ..... ligh. 10
kHoIogy took rool . p6fTie1piIllon in lhe po,""".! p'oc....

Durtng I • .-arly days. 1Ioga," I!h Along with Fr..r,z F..no.. . .IM ....... - .n lhe... faero.. al",n.'" black
"1>Iao:k II boaul if..l" and "Pow.., .....101 look Into ....'Count ,h., when worke.. from ...h,' '''
belofl\ll 10 the blac:k poropl.... lOOn llbe,,,lIon occ..,• . th.. dang.., 01 a In th.. d ••sic. 1 Hnl<' of u plo;t. ·
g. \11 w. y. In unaln cl,clor. . to mlddl.. d .u (whll'" In bl"" k rna."') lion, ...hll.. WQT k.... b«a..... rh..y
. pOW"'f belongs 10 the black W01k...~ ... kzIng lhe sI..", appa,..tus wo..ld p, od uce unde, rh. Iy.,..m o f

.....IIC bot..n pr.. ·..mpl.,d . n... grOWing cap~all" ,..lanon. a,.. .-conomICally
middle da.. ..mong lhe opp.......d also ...pIoiIw How......... , '''''if sian '
though no! COtlSllluhng .any lm- dard 01 ~ iIC1. ill a cushion
....dIal. Ih, ....' I'" .....anon. would il!lalnsl Ihi iII·..Heel.. of .o.ploi!ation.

• The Race/class debate
IS ..... eonl1ld b1 5o<rth Ahb a f ac..

....... bortwfl!n black natlOnab....
and .....nil. nationalism? I. II a d ..ss
slTugglor ""'.......n own"". of cllpit..1
. nd the wo,ken, lrr..spectlv.. !/ , ae..?

Or I' ~ • comblnallon of clu. and
rllC" ?

CIoM on 200 delegat... , r..p" ,."n
ling a number of black bodin sup .
poltllog the black consclou.....ss
p hllw:>pl1y, got logd...... ill /I sym ·
pGIlum In April 1981 10 gill" t.....
. ..; ceJl .

n... Aupo presidenl. Mr K....hIa
Mthormbu. messed lhat black cce
tdou__ .... noI on trial . -W.. .....
here 10 tllllb,m black consclousn..ss,
10 rotdeftn/l SOme 01 ou, IIn ms, and
glve d"edlon to th...truggl.. ,

" B1lOCk consdousn...,.Mh.. added .
Mis dynamic _ ..... shall ad..pt and
mollC ...Ith th.. demandl of 0 ...,
UIl1ft.-

The symposium WI OUI to show
!hM Be was Rill II 1l«CiI'11~ry fon:" in
Soulh Afl-b lIS il mowd from III In
illiII "pIychologica! 1iber1ltlQn- stagO',
lhrougft the M IldMsI- phase Info ill
pram "'kIeob]k ..r phase.

The first IWO paperl - both on
"black conldot" n.... and I .... d .....
.truggle~ - setrbe lone 10' Ih.. sym
posium , Th.. f,,'" ...as by a fo,m...
RobOOn l. l..nd p,lson.." M. Eric
Molobl, and the olh.., by M, QUlaish
Pat.. l, of th e Med ia WOl kers'
AUOCiaiion of y.ulh Alr1ca .

Elghl oomml.'iiOnS dIscussed qu....
l IOnS ariIU>g tn.m the paP<'"' . Som..
d ..Ieg..... were ..uD "n~ppy aboul
I ..... da..~'.

Bur al thor ..,.. ' of I..... symposium.
d..legates iICCE.-led wiltt.wl dlswnt
I ..... followmg:
T h..lr com mltm"nl 10 the Be
ld.oIogy;
Th.. a....nion Iha l h«auM the black
"'0'10..., I. ~t h., hub of the South
Afrlcan ..conom", and y..t th.. most
.."plolt..d and opp, d·· . black
work.. oonsclo·.sn be promot..d
in such a ay It'al l black wo,klng
cia.. be a hld lfOf change In Soulh
AIrico:
Rae" Is a class detennlrUonl in th..
currornl South Afnc..n coolelll ;
Tl>eno II; no pl.'ICIi for ...nites In , .....
black cOhsdowoness tnOH m.....l .

Acc..ptanc.. by Ih.. d..leg.l .... of lhe
class analysis did nol Imply .ha'
Arapo had embrac..d MoOt" i. m . On
th.. conl,ary. M, P..,..l poinled oul ,
"Orrhodo" Ma,,,i. t. 10.>010. a t a doc·
moe and mo ld It to ' ....Illy. ...h..,ea.
black Consclo ne" looks lit reality
and mo..ld. its doetrin.. llCcord;ngly •.

With Azapo', foeul on black
work"". " ,aHirm..d . II lOla. logical that
wor..... organisallOn be la","n a sI"p
'unn... ,

The R....."'end Bull 1lhagaJe. 01
Ih. Black Prie-sIs' So!idarlly GrouP .
d"liwr..d a paper In which"" .....rn 
..d black trad.. unionists noIlOfega,d
concession. In Ih.. Iabou, h..ld a.
ends in rhem...lv... .

It no... seem. clea, rh.1 ap..n Irom
hattl... In th .. educallonal. sporting
and Ideologlcal sph",e s. th.. t"nsion•
In So..th Af,lcan socIety ...111 becom..
incr..aslngly cone..nt,ated in Iht'
Iabou, field

• • • •



Black Consciousness and the Class Struggle
Bl.ock conociousness ill South

Afrlca Is no longer in its infancy. A
decade hailliready elap~d since thls
novel vision W i15 advocated . Despite
the InItial opllmlsm, the Herculean
task 01 establishing "n In tegrated
conception 01 Our reality remains In
complete . But a system of tho ugh t Or
an ideology Is of 11111.. \I"lue II II Can
only be del!ned as II response 10 a
part icular period of histo rlcal crlsls

Wh..n an Ideology Is able to reflect
the continuous process 01 change
and conflict, then thai Ideology ha.
the polentlal lor challenging the
dominant ideas of the ru ling cla.s . To
say then that II ...1 of Ideas Is in
complete is to ilo;<'pl the per·
manenCe 0/ social ch ange which can
never be halted .

In this contu!, blac k ca n
sclousness Is the al1empl 10 unders
tand the rna tomaJ conditions from <II

po.~ion of self-determIna tio n . When
bla.ck consciousness e me,ged , it did
10 on a $pCci!lc leve l end fo, a
deflnile purpose . Nol o nly did II
describe the ,elgn o f concep tual
blindn ess amo ng blacks, but II
stimulaled an Intense period o f
political o pposition, Inculcaling a
new sense of exist,mce hom which is
growlng a.n unpa.rraUed unity of the
o ppre....d . However , one of the
asped' of conAicl which black con
aclou.neu dk:l nol properly eK/tmlne
wa, Ihe relationsh ip of black worke ,s
to the productive fo,ces allh ls stage
In hislory. Such an analysis wo uld no
doubt ,alse the connedion between
black consciousness and the class
S1Juggle.

The queslion is no t 10 view black
consciousness wllhin tbe class sl, uy'
gle bul lo And oul the re lalio nsh ip of
black ccnsclcusness and Ihe class
SlJUggle within the pallem of socIal
transfOlmallo n In Ihe counlry , 1 5ug
gesl that black consciousness does
not conAld wilh Ihe nolion of class
!IInIggle . Thele a re in fad no prac·
tical problems In Ihis rega rd . To sug·
gest otheJWl!e would be to Imply that
a black worker does not eKlst as
Mco lo ur-blind" o rthodoK Ma' Klsts
wish 10 do . Theo,e llca l1y , It Is
nece....ry to partlclpate In thIs discus
sion If only for the sake of conceplual
clarity . My slartlng p,emlse - One
which may Incidentally surprise 01_
Il>odox and dogmallc MarxIsts for It Is
from the fo unding father hlmseH - Is
that: "It Is nol Ihe consciousness of
men Ihal dele,mines Iheir existence ,
bul , on the contrary, It is the ir social
existence Ihat determines Ihel l con
scIousness ." To Ihis should be added

the Idea tbet consciousness, In lum,
affed S social existence.

It Is againsl lhls background Iha t
a cu rsory an" lysts o f black con
sciousness will N! made . Let us fllsl
accepl lhal blad <co nSCiousness Is an
klea used 10 d ~;crlbe a whole set of
experience. - " Kperiences ,evolving
a,o und a cel t '"n lelationship lind
s!ludure. 11 is .. ruler· ruled re lalio n ·
ship . The st"I<1u' e fo,m"llses thi,
relationship wilere lile ruler is no t
visible. The av 'a,eness o f bolillilese
processes Is wilat we have cOme 10
call black conSl'lousness. This I'll".
lIonship lind sl..,d ure In"uenee, and
determines everyone - black and
white a like . :1 SOCIalises all
teaching lile elhic of superiority 10
whites lind pe'l",lua lsubservlence to
blacks . In the fonnal str ucture of
paJllamenl, leglsilltion like the Land
Act , Group Areu Act and lnfl uK
Control, re lnk rCes whal may ilave
eKisled only intOlmlllly.

AI the Ume " hen the government
ruled by fea , alone, black con
sclousne.. en,e rged as a di,ect
cilanenge to tile didllto rsillp . At the
same lime , II ad,Jressed llself to
blacks urging ,:eflllnce In Ihe face of
umelenllng opl',ession .

Th e afte rm" th o f Sharp ville had
dealt II devastallng blow 10 black
p Ol iti c al d~ velopm e nt , T h e
unspoken Ihl,'lI t, the unseen om
nlpolenl . e curl ly pollee, t he
memories o f r-re-dawn swoops , all
this was Inle,nallsed becoming a
felllure of Ihe .sychologkal make-up
of black per", Ie. The governmenl
had successl,,',~ conditioned people
to accept thel' burden wltilout Ques
tion . This condlllonlng became the
norm of eKls"m ce in Soulil Africa .
The psycho log k:1I1 "d warfing" 01 the
consciousness o f bteck people cloud 
ed the ir peJl'epllon o f rea lity and
they were 'mllble to properly
pe rceIve altr-na tlve modes o f o p _
posillo n. The ,a rge ma jorily 01 black
workers Invo!,...d In the p rocess of
p,odudion wire policed Into e r aur
ing the conllnued _U-belng 01 Ihe
economy.

The sudden, d'amatic eKpression
01 ' evo lt _ •.•uch to the dismay of
dogmatic Man lsls - came flom an
unexp«led SO-dlon o f Ihe black peo
ple. Those ou '.lde of the foc us of the
means of pT'>dudlon and disrrlbu
tion, Ihe slud. n ls, searching for lden
Iity in an ereneied environment ,
un leashed yoars of pent-up hopes
and d reams by rejecting the fa lse
black-while student unitll . The
search fOl 'J enlity coupled with
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political opposlllon beglln Question
Ing lile rule, ·ruled .e la llo nshlp and Its
related In,htutlons.

The age o f poll lical despaIr was al
an end , and Ihe rulel-ruled relation
ship slood under the imminent th real
of collapsing. With Ihls IIntldole to
le ar , a n ew p. ocess 01 de·
conditioning started 10 take place.
Refusir>g lo be defined In whitele rms
and l ejecting white vlllues, black
consciousness stressed the ethic: 01
creallvlly' tillnk on your o wn terms.
Define yourselves , for you a,e what
you wanl to be, and you wllnt 10 be
free . In short , re ·deflne yomselves In
terms of your own realily. The
decade of fear beglln 10 dislntegrale
and the event produced a sense of
discovery, an Inward severing o f the
psychologicalshllckles o f slavery.

The first co nd itio n for liberation
took root when black consciousness
ripped open the false consciou.ne..
of black people and aUo\>ied them 10
e Kperienee rea lity on the ir te rms 
to p roject a vIsion o f liberation
wilhout Ihe a id of Ihe white man.
Tile necessary condiUon for libera 
tion was realised In the tenet Ihal
psyc hological de ·condltionlng wa, a
cruelal preparlltory phllse fOI In·
volvemenl in the actual change of
circumstances wh ich enslaved
blacks . Black consciousness brought
the promise o f re ·humanisation 
again o n the black man 's term•. In·
lelectually poverty-stricken, whal
was thele for blacks to emulale in the
Wesl?

Before the government even hlld
time 10 reacl, while liberals , aggriev·
ed at being cold-shouldered, wagged
accusing linge,s at a pheno meno n
that they were unable 10 COm
prehend . "Racists ," they shouled
from the SI~pS of their eKpen.ive
home•. Strange tillll when people of
colour eKperiencing varying degrees
01oppression unile against a privileg ·
ed minority , Ihe label of rad sm is
"ung in their fllces.

BeIng black Is nol being II lace : It Is
being conscious that people of colour
lI.e the downtrodden, Ihe wrelched
of the earth lind that only they ca n
llbe,ate themselves, We decided to
define ourselves . According to the
white I,ame of ' ele.ence, not being
white is non-white . That's their
definition . We said black.

He nce , black consciousness Clln
be given a two-edged definition. On
the one hand , as Ihe awareness o f
people of colour of the problems fac
Ing Ihem In the social, poliliclll and
economic st'udure lind o n tile other



hand , It II the attempt to re 
humanl... black people whose digni
ly has been Ilrlpped awa y by th..
ma5leT·oIave ,e lallOnshlp and the in
"~utlons IUppoftlng Ihll ' e l.stionship.
A negation of whRe I Uperlorlty 
no! • n"9"tlon of whltn a. people 
black conKiou....... i$ III l..... .ame
Iimc " posdtw _ of Our being
wh.IlI _ wanl 10 tor .

ThIJ IJ I..... humanism of blaek
consc:Iou3nnI. II wIshn 10 ' ntore
our be-.g human .......... II !he enWoo '
men! Is hoRN and Inhum4ll and by
proclioimlnll bl.<k 101ld.. rily . il
pr~" US b~ In !he
hlslorbl~t tow",ds a free
1CICldy. But to bepr~1'd lor hla·
tion muns~ l ..... basic
prCCOllChtlolu for " r......,lutionanJ
~ which c hll111n~1 and
ITlIflKends t..... dominant onl 01 rhe
ruling claM. Therefor l black con
jdDu....... can be(:Ol1'll a truly
liberatory Ideo!olIv w ben il also
focu.... on thl .conomlc sph....1 of
activity.

ItI ma in th,ust wali on Ihe
f)5ychologkaland cuhu.al level but a
Ie", yean ago It became obvlou. that
unless the <!«Inomle: Infr a 'structu,e
of SOCial o,ganlliatlon was taken Into
account. b1/1oCk consclou.nl" will be
confined to ~ Ie nchld fI.lt and p,otest
"...,.

WI don't Nld an I~onomlcl

degr... 10 know tM ' 01 aboul 10
mllon ICOnOmlc.ally lICIMr people in
the country. 8 million "," bU>ck.
MOl..,.,..... t..... lop 20 percenl oIlhe
popuIahon taU 58 percl nl oIthe na·
tional Incoml whlLt thl bonom 20
peTCftll get only 2 percent . 1t'I I asy
10 _ !l'WII tIw ....1CftV 01 the
economII:aIy ICtIW workforce . black
worken. produc. tIw buD< 01 the
_ aIth which It dlstrlbuted a mong "
mD:IrIIy , The prtde 01 betng Instilled
by black conscIDu...... IJ only half
tIw srory. For tIw opprnMd or>I 01
!he most .......,11II val"," _ beeau,",
• IJ the most concre1e - Is land : I.....
land whictl will bring _ ..lth and
Ill:ove .011 , dignlty_ But blacks hardly
own lIfly I.snd Con .... Iorgo't how
the Lon.d Act dro... hund.ed. 0 1
thou!l4ndl of b1/1oCk. off thl i.land lor
dng them into the clUes 10 become
p,oleta, lani..,d? So, one ol lhe prln
clplu of black conlclousne ss
revol.... a'ound the w ugg\e lor the
repossession of land . Anothe, says
that Iince .... aTI thl majo, pro
duc..... 01 ","akh , WI havI a r1ght to
share In the ,ewardl . Without the Jull
redillrtbulion 0/ .........kh . pollfir;.aJ
power is meanlng!eu - substituting
" black own.... 01 t..... mlanl 01 pro
ducllOn b .. whlll onl don not

solve the problem 01 labour e"ploUa ·

~"
How ~a n a b1/1oCk \IXIrker feel any

"'1'1'" 01 prldl ...hen he Is waging a
con5lanl banle " J""nSl lloll vation? On
th is score . bIlK k consctousnns by
commITting 1I:K'~ to a re -organisation
01 the IIruclur.. 01 sor;Ie1y cames lhe
Implication that Itbnatlon muSl &Iso
Invo/voe t .... d minallon 01 economic
uplolt..tlon . Why? Beca.... in the
way In ....hlctt the economy II - ,,"g.
ed. !he ownen 01 Cilptta1 by I . I1/1oC·
ting surphn 'fIR-' to rob t..... work.... 01
hls labou:r . 8laclI~ ill victims
01 cob.u pre;udlc:. and ecor oornlc n ·
ploitallon ...e IN- foru Mhout which
capilal cannoc li'ow and IlCCU mul.1lll _

SInce black conKiousn.ess n ·
pr.......... I..... reallty 01 life lor black
peopkr• • II not • pr. -conce;"ed doc
trine . The la \li of black con
sdou",,"U can now be I ..lended 10
..rticUl.1ltl the problem. of bl/loCk
wo,kers. And ...~at ll lhetr main pro ·
bllm? E..ploiTa~,on of labou• . The
connict betwel " bl/loC k worke" and
capllal in Soulh Alrlca I. evidenl
almosl dally . When Ihe conflk t
,each... b,eakl n l polnl . yOll can be
l u,e of a , trike.

Whe,e capltal,.m II l/IoCed with an
/IoC"tl cril ls, 1I ttnds to move In the
di' ection of a dictalorshlp . Whe.e a
diclalonhlp 1..11.$. Ihl 'e you wiD find
a ......e 'e social rrlsIs And only thai
c l.1lu Invohted .,. victi~ in the
u pit..liIt ·work... ," l.1IlIonl hip can
mah any r",,1 :hinge. In Soulh
A/ric". II II Ih . bI.sock worker . His
revolt .ogalnll c.pl&l Is aI:so a rl vclr
against • lyIIe", w+uch den.... him
the nght 10 d r;crmine hls 1"I....e .
And . his protCII~ CDr\dJfIons in
!he lownohlp. II also a protnt.-gainS!
tha syst..... 01 Cilpota11srn whlch hill
iOCliveIy aided .'1 o;slabng cheap......~.

The n istence 3f • large number of
stnkft involving hloM;k workers anests
10 lhe loKI 01 dhClirn lnation On the
basis of colour In t..... ecooomy. The
dMsion 01 the labour market along
CoioUI lines , supplemI nted by Ihe
segregation In toullng and edcce
lion and leinlorcold by the ",hill ethk
of superiority. perpetuale the low
cl.1l. . <!«Ino mlc Il alu. of bleck•.
Since the majOl,ty of bl/loC k people
are workers , I. e . ... lIe.. 01 labou, to
owners 0 1 c" p llal , blac k con·
sclou.n"... p•• ", hes black 1I01lda, ily
and the po....r of labour In Ihe
economy . What 'l it bet black worker
sobd..rtIy that II dl monl lfa ted when
black worken oown tools In Iym 
pathy with black work..... In anoth....
Industry? Is this r.at !he awa," ne.. of
bllll: k worken 'l:nity' Or , when

3

lIude nlt come out on boycon wllh
sludenh from anolher unlve,sily' Is
II this not black Sl udent unlly?

The conscloulne.. 01 the pow", 01
bl/loCk work..... is gradually tak,ng
,oot . Is this consciousness of the
power of black workelS anything
o ther Ih.. n bLoc k consciou.ness
operating In lhe sphere of I.sbou.'
Thll ll merely a labour·dllecTed _
01 black conSClOutnell.

InddenlilDy. """"" _ ,.,f.... 10 Ike
- while working c!.us- _ do not in

tend a dA.. descrtphon in lhe
dassical European ....n loC bee..u....
while workers - whnes who do no!

own capital - are by the very .....Iu.e
of South AfrIc..n h~OI'Y a 4abou,
llristTocracy- . S;nce white racism n 
p,.......... . ..,Umost clearly in the
workforce. and ltnCe black con ·
sctou I" is rt'ga.ded by while
wor lhe chief anl"9O"iIt . a
cl.1ldl II inevil..ble. Those whco hope
thlll b1l11:k and while wor ke,. w,1I
un l,e and light and dream of soI,dan '
Iy between them do nOt .ealo"" that
whenever wh ile \IXI.keT s hav... STr ug
gled OT l upported a struggle In this
co unt,y. II hal not been a struggle 10'
Iibe,atlon - but a It,uggle to g...t
, o m et h lng fo , Ihe mse lves .
Moreover. while \IXI,h lS are a
pTlvt!eged labour arlsloc./IoC Y. I .e .
they e njoy the benellts 0 1 black u ·
plotl..tion . they hav~ t.... vote and
lhe rlghl colou, . The IOCl.tI and
poIIllcai an ..ngernents ...h ieh make
whll l wo rke rs Into a labo ur
llrlsIoaacy d«ide tha, Tke" Ii.bou••
becau.. II II wh,," . is _h more
than black~. Wh.... wor k....l ·
a waren.... 01 IheIr ....t". comp.1J.ed
10 bIac.... ..spire Their superionly."".When wnlle work",. beComl
",w..e of themMlvn ",... c!.us and
.eallse that the _aIth created by the
malCftV should be shared among all.
then only will. be p<>s£<ble 10 l<lCon·
sid .... the l.1Ibour-orienl"'ed VIew 0 1
b1/1oCk conSCiousness Unt~ then . Ihey
musl be e .eluded from lhe Ilrugg1e
of thl ITUI working c..... lor liberation
from economie u ploita tion and
polTlie..1 opprl .sion . Black wo,ke..
a,e Ihe hi. to , leal lorce fo r 'he l,be ,a '
no n ol thll country. Il ls thil d"ss thaI
holds the futu,e In thel, hands .

The only whlte1 who prole.. to
want to join black \IXIrke,. aTe tho.e
who a.e economlc..lIy most secu re :
un lvlrsity . tud.nll . plolu. io nal.
and a ha nd ful 01 Intellectu als - in
d lvlduall who ,eprese nt nO s1gnifi·
cal'll socLoI force .

B1/1oCk work,," ..re conllned to

CO""NU ~ O 0 " P.l(i[ .6
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Trade Unions: Strength and Weaknesses
MUCH ""dle me nl hu be.n
getlftated by the growth of Ihe
Iiobour ""OYC1MOt In Ihlo country
- 5J'OWIh whIdl has b«n 1ft" lIS

haalding • new .... In ow poIw!cal._.
N 110 t.. aq:>ed<td, thls _ -

m. nl booom g.ndy InDIM'n«d by
the domin-nl poImc:aIlhoughll and .
u • •nult, II has d_ loped In two
dlsllncllYe trmds: the • nonraclar
trade union s on th. on. hand and
th e bllck consclou lne u -lnspiTed
trad. unions on th. 011>," _

ThoM who rany round thor ~nn.,.

01 non ·.aciQsm 8f9IM' thaI th. In
............ of change should be ..m 
bodied In Ihe "visaged change,
........ . It- under !he Bleck Con·
K louln. .. bann.. bell . ... . In.
............. of change n• .d ~

~ be .....bodilrd In the e n
vlwgord change .

False
tn Black Co noclou l nen , ....e

believe In laking into cognIsance th.
m.,l"rlaI conditions.

Radt.m In this country II no t Just an
allilude, bul II "",isls In stfUC1ure. llnd
In''''l''llons we have 10 contend wilhon. da\l'~\1~ _

TIww llTucfu.n are buill 10
enhence and foster th. 1.1K
tupe, ltwily of while pcop&. In th is
-..ntry .and ,,~. has shown
~. In~ partrwrship of blacks.nd
wluI.... while people 1«1 II: Is ,heir
.....rut41 d Uly 10 occupy potitlons of
leadership , power and cont,oI ,

Education , and ""potu•• 10 bo?ne.
' . cllil le. lind llf., ar. u...d to Justify
this position .

Th, trade union or "'bolo' mov.
IT>Ifnt has be.n ........ by 110m, as Ihe
mOil U'YOlu llo n l '!I' mo y. meni
capable 01 ushmng In • n~ sodlIl
CIf(\ft . ......k 0I!wr5 ha... dismlswd •
.. a •• actIonary p'oduel 01 I
cap'I'W~.

80ltl IIIewI an lnIttural. and
misleading

Wh... on the ontI hand . • Is tru.o!
thai trade unionism Introduces
work. n 10 d.moaalic Pl'0CI-. of
acc. pttng joint ",sponsIbIJlty and
joint dec is ion-making . II al so
shlrpen. their consclo""'e.. to the
relationship that exists bet"'e.n th ..m
I nd the melns of prod ud kln end ex 
change .

This should not be mlsconsfruPd
as • complll't. , .......llonlIry Pl'OC_
Ih.t needs eo d t. «tlon a nd
guidance.

A ' Il'YOIutiOn has been <ko.... ibed ...
-a d's' ctlc4f PfI'9f.... 01 historical
dev,k>p.....nt · whkh Is "'the sum 01
lIaried and diwl... m unntanc... 01
m ulbple••1Il'",*"ts!hat togofl'- add
up and lIl'ad 10 the ooIu1Oon , In I
glYcn hl$fOflcai mome-nl. 01 a crisis
Ihal hit . tu t-bo.n I nd d eep
llCortOmlC CI Usr.- .

With that In mind . the working
dlSs as . IKh is T"~I ' !I'no no mo u. ",ith
I revolutlon... !I' " heno m, non . 11 this
"" Te t.ue. the picture of the soclel!1'
In o ur co untrv would haye been
~.........

Values
At 1'scho'an -.Id have • _

Ind agr llh them _ the domi·
nanl ide. In 1' glYcn toddy lTe
those 01 the ruJi:--g dtosI. and wetions
01 lhe worldng d.. in Ihls counlry
hive ..bscondeJ from lhetr fun
dlmlrnt..1worke. .esponslbliltle . and
embfl.ced the vllues of the ruhng
d ilSS.

NIl' . lh..y ha"" been bolst• •lng the
statu. quo thro~gh the u e.dse o f
thetr bourgeois demoaalll: right
lhe YOIe .

Concern
W.. know the ",a. oI ontI C_OWI

...-horr does ncI neceMarfy depenel
On economic or physical power
alone , bul ...th.... on pe-rsuadlng Ihe
ruled to accept :he system of belie fs
of the ruling cL.ss and 10 sh.... Its
social. cullu.al and mOTal valu.s.

In our rn untry. the labour union
movement should be lnnuenced by
revolutionary c< nsdou"',,'" Ie.. tra ns·
cend Hs hmltatlons , thai str..ight ·
}lKkel It 1n10 a. suming -a PfUSUfl
grO\lP. charaet... that ronccms Itself
with the amdoration 01 ......Iting.....-

Dis card
The rnoYe1TWl , t muM dlKiltld ib

, efOlml$f chafer :er, that II , belng
sole!l' conc:....,...J with laetory ·1loor
g. leYI Met ..nd turning I blind "1'. to
bot h Ih. exl. tenllal slIuotlons In
",h ich the worf .... ~nd th..m..lll....
and th.. mal..rtaf condillonl thaI
del e r mt ne : h .. lr . e l p e c t t we
backgrounds.

II should ""'OCT be d!w>fud from
daY·lO-dav r!Igc>tJn and vagaries 01
living In a .KloI capiloll$f toddy . neI .
lor the dwection JI. its progr.mme-s. it

"

mUll draw from lhe el hosand Pltthos
01 1M workers ""perlmces ..I borh
lac1orv-1Ioor level and beyond m_
and not ........ lySIematl· .

Workers do nol: CU ".. 10 be - 01
10 1r~1sI - .u pooople all .... downmg
~ at knocking ...H nmc-

At the poIit>c..1_e..Sor..I , h~s
said , ...... believe ~I he wo.klng cl.l..
alone" - bV vl rl u.. of Its being th.
mOil do"" I-l,odd.,n and o ppT" s...d
p..o ple in o ur soclO'ty _ has th..
mor..1Yinu... n"".......y 10 Tejullen.. l ..
society , ..nd th~l to perform Ihls mls .
sIon I must h...... fallh In Itself ..nd in
II purpows.

Ou. d Uly is 10 .a.,. lis .e-voIu
ItOnary consdou""," .

In condusion. on IIUI polenlial
revo/ula-y phenomenon _ lhe
labour movement . Gr.mlCl h...
IeIaons for ..ny wnous aetlYi'R at S1u 
d....' oI lOClety 10 pond... upon .......".
he .....-It ..., MTo uP<'C! th..1 a mass.
red uced to such Co nd itio ns 01
physlul and spi.ilu~1 Il~ ver!l' . could
. m body a spont,meou s histo rical
deve lopm..nt ; 10 .." pect lha t iT wou ld
. pontaneo usly begIn ond conlinue
an It<1 of Tevolutlo na ry cr....tlOn _ II
on Illusion of id<!OloglSls

"To .ely on tM unlq.... cr" Ohve
upady 01 such .. musanel not wor k
lySI. mallcal!y 10 organ;..,. .. gr"al iItI ·

m\l 01 disq>linPd .oneI contcious
milltanls. ready for eve-ry socnfice .
edueatPd to pUI Ih.rir slogans into
PfactlC.. sim ultan......dy. .u d \l to
assume effectiv.. T. sponSlbllily fOI l""
re YOlutlon , r. ady 10 be agents o f the
.evolutlon - not 10 do th!s is .. T.~I

belra!l'al o f the "'OT king class and an
uncon sciou s cr.um"' ·fellolu tlon In
adYI J>C.. , M

Imbalance
The Aun..n Peoplor" Organisa.

lion. Az.apo·s policy " ..Iemenl on
Ira&r unlons •••,b, "Realising I""
Ifr\balance 01 pooo.er bel_ lhe
OWNR 01 c..opilal and black ............ .
_ acknowledge trade unlons as in 

struments tlla! con brtng aboul lhe
.Pdlsl1ibutlon of po......- .

- In Ihe unique siluatlon th ;at II
South Afrlco . !fad.. unions should go
beyond th.. prob lems of man age.
m..nt and I~bou•.

"We enllisago' a persisten tly mlU ·
lon l .ystem of Irad. unions ",hich ", ill
ch..llcrnge the d iscrimina torv labour
Ia.... of the ",hile minonty Govern.
ment .ond th...-eby bnr1g ..bout- "
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Nation and Ethnicit in South Africa
The Immediate 90.'11 of the nattonel

I I~rallon struggle now be ing wag"d
in South Africa Is the destruction 01
the system 01 ,/IC(sm ilnd capllallsm.
Apartheid Is simply a p"rtlc ula,
socia-political e~pression of ,hiS
sy.tem. Our opposition 10 aparth..id
Is therefore only II starting point 10 '
ou. struggle agalnllh.. slrud u res and
(Ole rests ""hich a re the real basI, o f
apanh..ld

During the past 100 odd yea.. , a
mooe.n !ndustrlal economy tillS been
crealed In South Africa under the
$pur of th" capita list class . The most
diver... groups of people (EufOp<>an
settlers, immigriln~ . African and East
lndl"'" slaves. Indian Indentured
laboure" , Chinese Indent ured
Iaboure.. and Ind ige ,lOus African
peop~1 ......,'e brought logethe. and
oomp<!U" d 10 labour fOT th.. prof ll of
the diffe,ent capitalist Own.... of the
mean. o f p roduction

No..... . during Ihe 18th and 19Ih
unlurie. In We. le rn lind Cenlral
Europe , roughly , imllar proees5*'S
had laken place , BUllhere .....a . one
mlljor d ifference bet.....een Europe
lind Ihe co lonies of Europe . FOI In
Europe. In Ihe epoc h o f Ihe rl5*' of
capllall.m, ' he up lind coming
cllp lllliist clll5S hlld 10 . I, ugg le
bgllin.1 feudlllllri.l,ocrllcy In Older to
~ Il llo.....ed to unfold their enterprise ,
Through unequal l" xllllon . restrlc
lions of freedom of trade and
freedom of mov..menlllnd In e tbo u
send d lffe,ent .....ays Ih.. ar l,loerMy
explolled Ihe bou,geolsje and Ih..
O1 h", lolling cla..... ,

In OIde' 10 gllin Ih.. b..nef ll of their
labours. to f,..e the , ,,pldly d..v..lop
lng lorces of produetlon from the fel·
te.. of ,ellllion. of product io n . the
capita lisl cI".. htId 10 o rganIse the
pellSollntS and Ih.. o lher urblln classes
10 o...erih,o..... Ihe feuda l .ysl..m . In
Ihe co ur5*' of these .., uggle . o f nil·
IIonlll un ificallon Ihis bou,g..olsl..
developed a natlo n" lisl democral lc
k1eology lind Its cultu, ,,l value. lind
prllctlc beco me Ih.. domlnanl o ne.
in Ihe n nation. , Th.. bou,g'-'OI.I..
became Ihe I,,"dlng cia.. In the nil·
lion ...nd .....e re ...ble to slructu re II In
Ilcco rdance with Ihel r cl..... Inle rests .

In Ih.. 201h century In Ihe colonies
of Eu rope . ho .........."' . the , llullllon
hll. been and Is enllrely dlffe,ent , In
Ihe se CO IOnl ... . Eu ro p elln 0 '
metropclnen capitllll.m (I.e . Im
perill llsm) h...d becom.. lhe oppressor
.....h lc h bru llllly exploiled Ih.. colo nia l
peopl... , In some C"'5*'S Ihe colonial
po r had allo .....ed Or "ven en·
cou, ged a class o f colora...1 ....te liite

A IJPftCh dellv...ed d uring .lune 1983, lhlll conlrlbuUon _ out
~PO'I .tt l1 ud. to er:hnlc polilla which ~rad. under til. ban.....
11ocI.nl "non ·IIlCI.lllIm~ .MI ~muhl·r.~ltom".

1I...lty antagonisllc groups. DI...ide lind
Ru le. Ihe mllin policy o f ...ny Imperial
po.....er , h.... been lhe co mpa.. of
every governmenl of Soulh Afric"
.Ince 19 10 .

In olde, to Ju. llfy Ihe se pollcl... th..
ideology of , ...clsm .....IlS elabora led .
systemised and unlv.." a ll..,n People
.....ere Ih,o .....n Into ... sel up .....he re Ihey
.....ere ca lego,i5*'d racially . They gre .....
up bell..vlng lha l they ......"e Whil .
Colou reds . Africans. Ind ians , Since
1948. Ihey have be en enco ur...ged
and ofl en fo,c ed to Ihln k o f
t h e m s.. lv e, i n ev en m Or ..
mlc,oscoplc lerms as ·XhoSoll' . 'Zulu ' ;
·Muslim '. 'Hin du '; ·Grlqu...·; 'Solho ';
'Vend...· ; etc . . erc .

The Ideal policy o f the conse rv...rive
fad.l ·mlnded po litic l... n. o f Ihe
c...pitalist ci".s .....as to keep rhese
' races 5*'pa'are . The so·called liberal
e lemenl . Irov.. for 'h rmo nio us ,aCe
retllllo ns In a m ulti·, clal <ountr y' ,
BO'cau5*' of rhe developm"nl of Ihe
bio logic al sciences .....he r" Ihe ...ery
concepl 'race ' .....as qu... rlo ned and
bec... U5*' o f rhe c" ta.lrophk con... 
quences o f 11'1" racist He"envolk
pollel..s o f Hitler Germ...ny soclo '
poillical Ih"orles based on Ihe COn ·
cep l o f " Me ' f" lI lnlo d isrepute . The
soci...llheOllsts of ' 1'1e ,u li ng d u s Ihen
, ..sto,ed 10 Ih.. rh..o ry o f '" thnlc
groups' . .....hich had In Ihe meantime
become a firmly established insl, u·
menl of eco nomic and politica l policy
In Ih.. Unued Sta te . of Am..rica as
"'ella. e l5*'",h..re In the "'orld .II I'lo
be noted tha i Ihl. Iheory o f erhnicity
conllnu..d 10 be based on Ih..
ideology o f 'race' as f...r as Soulh
Africa is conce rn..d From rhe POIR I
of vie", o f rhe ,u ling ci.... . ho"'e e r.
Ih.. th'-'Ory of 'ethn lc groups' a
.upe. Io. In st rume nl o f pol ley .
becau5*', as I have poi nled o ut. II
cou ld explain and jusrlfy e"'e n grea l" r
fragmentalio n of the black working
peo pl.......hose unily held ",ith ln II.elf
rhe me.sage of doom for Ihe
caplla)ISI apa rtheid ' Y't"m In Ihls
co untry ,

The fact o f Ih.. man", Is Ihat Ihe
.....hlle Natio na l Pariy u$l'd elh nlc
Ih"orles In orde r to Juslify Banlu.lan
strategy wh"r"by II created bogu.
'na llons' and Iorced the m to ace..pl
lin illusionary 'indepe ndence' !SO Ihat
the black wo, kl ng cla ss would agila le
for poillica l righls In th ..lr o .....n !so'

called ·hom" land i .
Th e Idea . as ....." a ll know. "'as to



creftte, revive a...d entrench ..n·
tagonl,tlc feelings 01 difference bet·
wee'" languoage group, (Xhosa . Zulu .
So.ho Tswft n ft . e tc . I, .ellglous
g'oups (Muollm . Hindll . Ch,;'lidn
elc ,I . cullu,al g' oups IGrlqu.. ,
Malay. Colotrr.d n;.) , ftnd 01course
ri1d4l grOliPS IAlrinn . Coloured, In
di.ao , dc.l. I need no! show htlre
how lhls Ihll'OfY W'" d..signed '0
WfV(' the Int..."", 01 tIwr ru/lng class
by prlPWlVlng aparthil1d 19'and ..nd
pettyl and how ruthlnsly II wu " p
plied Thor Iil... lllur.. on ..poanheid is
00 Iar-ge lodav 1....1 no single penon
could Iludy .. 01 II In I.... span 01 ..
W..._ . Whlll _ need 10 do Is 10
lake .. cardul . .. bnd, Ioolo. II! how
the 1iber..1Ion ..-......... has con·
crlYe'd 01 I.... ddl~n b"'....",..n
and I.... un1ly 01 offldallv dauIfied
populalion reglll,..11on groups, Ihe
dlffe, e nl language g'oup' .. nd
MigIoliS MCI. th..1 eonol~ute Ihe
Black n..tiOn .

Thow org..nltalions ..nd wri',,"
wlthll'l Ihe Iibefa tlon fTlOIIemenl who
uwd to put 100wa.d the vie.... thai
South Airlca Is .. multl ·racl..1cOllnlry
composed 01 lour ',aces' 1'10 10l'lger
do $0 for lhe ...m.. re..oon. ... the
col'I...rv..llv.. "l'Id Iibe,al ruling·elass
theorists . They have begun 10 'SP"..k
more al'ld mor.. 01 bUlldir>g a non
rociol Sour'" A/rlco For m051 people
....ho use this t. rm ' I'IOI'l -' aciaI' it
m....I'I. ... ",11V t.... sam" thlr>g ...
multt ·radal , Tlwy corollnuc 10 con
cm.. 01 Soulh Afrlca's populallon oilS
eonsilling 01 Iou. so-<alled 'rac".' . h
hilS beeo"", 1.uhIon<tble 10 Intone lhe
words .. 'non·roclal democ, atic
$outh Afrlc.· ilS " kind 01 open
""""'" !hal pnTIlllS one 10 enl... inlO
the h..lbud ponaIs 01 the "..0
grn.o<lH 'd<rmocraljC mowmenl' . If
_ do f'IOI wanl 10 be dec-.:l by
wo.-ds _ No... to look behind them
ill the coneepl. and I.... ac600s on
which lhey ..... biKed

Thor wo.-d 'non ·radal' canno( be
kCeplt'd by • 'aclallv oppri!'Wl!'d
people bee.u"", _ reled lhe concept
·race '. _ denv lhe u istence 01
'rac"'" and Ihln oppooe all acIion.,
pr",lic..s, boo l"" s ..nd polIcin based
On ' he concep' of ·,ac.. ' . If 11'1 pr/ICljC..
{and In Ih..oryl ...... continu.. to u...
the word ·non· . /lCLor ... though we
believe 'ha' So'u th Alrlca is In habi,..d
by lou. so-c..lI..d 'race.', we ..re lIi1l
t, ..pped In multl·raclallsm and thus In
racl..lIsm , Th. d..nlft l of th.... I.lence
01 reces le..ds on 10 ..n tl·r..ctsm which
goes beyond R because the le,m not
onlyln..olv'" til. del'llal oI ·,ac.' bul
..~ opposlllOn 10 tt...! c..pIt..list !ltruc·
' u, e. lor Ihe perpetuation 01 which
Ihe ldeologv ..nd theory 01 'race' u
lsi . Word...... bII.. money. They .....

e..,l1y ecun,erl..lwl al'ld tt Is often dlf·
licu lt to tell the ,'('a l coin Irom the
false one . We l'Ieed , .herefo,e . ..t all
lim", to Ill'ld out w.....lh... our ·l'Ion·
raclall.ts" a,e multl·racLoIlII. or .....Ii ·
racisll . 0I'l1v t.... Ianer y/lrlely c..n
belong In I.... nl>lIol'lal libe,atiOn
movemenl .

The Iheory ..I ...hnicil\l and 01
dtmlc groups "'" I..ken t.... place 01
Uwrorin 01 'r...:." In t.... modem
world . V""II oIt.,,- ,adal' theones are
incorporaled In ethnic Ilwooi...•. In
this paper, I ",m f'IOI going 10 discu..
Ih.. sdenliflc v..lldity 01 d"'nlc
tl>eooy......aJIy f'Iuf.... 01 0fHf kind
.....no(..... . TN.I II .. job chal one Of
mor.. 01 u. In ...........1Ion """"' .
m..nl mutt do W"1/ tOOI1 belOfe our
!fOUlh get Inlecled incIrrlObtv wilh
lhew da"9"'OUS ld"ilS ill u lvo!rsiIieI ,
AlI I ......d 10 po!n l OUI Is tM llh..
w..v In wtlIch I Id..ologies 01 lhe
N..liOn..1 Party · It...! term 'd hnlc
group' m..k", Ralmosl Imp<>Hible lo r
..ny serIoU" mlnded person gr ..ppling
with ' he"", prol>lerns 10 UW Ih.. term
..s a tool 01 an ~lysl• .

It h... beel'l Ihow... by a number of
wr!ten th.., thl Nalional Pftny·. use
of the '... mlnology 01..thnlclly ls co... ·
lr"dlctOTI' and d"'~l'Ied slmplv 10
Juollly Ihe t p.. 'I ld/ B.. l'l tu. l.. n
polk"'s Th us . fOf mple , they
claim , .. mong.· olh.., l"'lngs . that :

• Th.. 'AIrlc ~I'I ' peopl.. conolll of
bet_n 1:I . nd 10 dillerent
•e thnlf; !IfOUI"' , all 01 wbom ",ant
10 ..nllln 'nlltlonal' I.•. Bantullan
'lnd..-pendo-nc..';

• Thor ·Cok.ut'd" peop&e coruiIt of
III IelOS! rt...... dtff",..n1 'ethnic
graul"' I"""""y . Cape CoIourt'd,
Griq\Ut ..:a! pc>Mi;IIy ·01..... CoI
our<l'd, . (' " .Iv OIher har>d. 'Col
0IJ1'li'd." .., .. tf'wmseh.n an ...hni<
group. bur not a ' nabon';

• The 'Indl",' people COI'lllllut.. en
...hnle grUOJP no( a 'NIlon';

• The "WhIte" people con_ of
Afnkillnen " l'Id othe, et hl'lle
groups b.u COlIoI"ul" • slngIe n.. ·
lion I,,,. the ....hl1.. nII!ion 01 Soulh
AfrIc...

11'1 aU this "ngle 01 COl'ltrl'dIclitJn.,
tt... mOSl lmp.Jl1ant poIn' II thai ev"'Y
'e,hnic grOllP' Is po,..ntl..lly ft so
called 'n..tlon· unless II Is ..I. ....dy
pan 01 .. 'n..'iol'l' as In th.. c..... o f Ihe
Whlles .

We h..v.. to admll t"'ftl In Ihe
liber atlol'l ':'lovernent ..ver since
1896, lhll c: ,....1101'1 of th.. dlfferenl
populallol'l ,eglslrallol'l groul" h...
pr.....l'lt..d Ul with a major problem.
one which ,· ,~s ..lIher glossed 0"'" or
""..ded or :.Imply 19r>OI'..d . I cannot
go 1n10 It...! hlslory 01 !he mII!I.". htlr.. .
We .h.alI hill.... 10 cont",,1 ou....lves
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wllh the differe ...l posilion. taken up
by dille.en, tendencies In ' h.. libera·
ucn move m..nllo<!..y. Th.."" c..n be
summ..rlse<! btl..ny ... 1..l1ir>g Into
.h,.... c.. legorIeS'

(I) For some. the population
reglstr" llo l'I groups " '" ·n..lion..1
g,oups or ' .. c l..1 g ' o ups , o r
sam..lim", ..thnlc groups'. The posi .
00n of .hew pooopIes is tha t II is ..
•...II-.-lenl ..nd und..nIabIe , ..allty
lhat I....... ..,.. Ind...... . Colou,..d• .
AlrlCa n. and Whites (na 'io l'l "
groups) In OUI country . It Is a ,...>Jill'
pretiMlv bee.........ach oIlhew na·
tional groul" has lis 0I<m heritage .
\anguage customs .nd Ifad.tion.'
(lak Vacnob. ope«h prewrolt'd ill
the tnt genftal ,""",;ng 01 tt...!
Tr.....v..... .nd...n Congrnson 1 M..y
1983) .'

Wllhout d..ballng .he poirll . nV
funher . lei ..... y y .h..t !his Is Ihe
c1asolcal powIioI'l 01 ethnic Iheory . I
sh..U .h....... po.....nlly tha t Ihe use 01
.he word 'nilll1on al g' oup' is fr..ugh•
wilh d..,l!/CTS not bec..u"" it is .. wo,d
bul bee..u lIll . ..S e.pres.lon 'o and
Ih..,eby Inforc..s ...p",..lism .....d
dlsrupt'v.. t.. "d..nc;" . in Ihe body
polltlc 01 Soulh Af.lc.. Th.. ad·
vocale s 01 t"'ls ,heory ou t,;de the
Ilbe."tlon mov..m..nt. ouc h as 11'1 
kalh.. and the PFP, dr"w rhe conclu·
sIon Ih..1a !..d..,aJ constltulion..1oolu·
lion Is Ih.. ord.., of .h.. day , Those in
side Ih. bberaliol'l mev..m.." t believe
COl'ltrad~orllv lhal .....en though Ihe
nalicmal groups with their dlfl..,ent
cullu,,,,, v.nlI conlin..... to nlsl thay
cen """,,"how do 00 In .. u"ila<v Slat..
u pari 01 .. sangIo: NIlon .

W. ha.... to " .. t.. clearlv th..1 if
things rully s they appe... lo be
.... ......,.,.\d no( t'd ,,"y sc>rmc.. . If
thor 51.1'" ...olIy quite HI/·nOOt!...!Jy
moved iIllOUnd the ......h _ .....,.,.J,d
not r"'lUII, astronomy and "P'"C"
,........ch 10 ...plaIn to u. lhal the op.
posot.. Is~. lhalthor 'sell -~e"lIy

,eal' Is onlv lIJlP"-l'enl . Of coll....
Ihtlr.. 0... hlstorlCallv evolved dil·
le.. l'lc" s 01 langu..g.. , r..];g lol'l,
CUllo m. , lob speci..llsation elc
..mong I.... ddl",enl groups 11'1 Ihis
country , Sul _ h..w to If~'" these
dlflerenc. s historically, not st..tically.
They have been enha nced al'ld ..r·
tilically enll"l'Ide,ed by th.. deliberale
rullng ·cla.. policy of k....ping the
populallol'l ,egl. lratlon groupo In
sepa r..'e comp..rtments . mftkll'lg
Ih..m leed t"'en- live. I" g'oup isol",-
110 ... u c..p t In Ih. ma.kel plac Th l.
II .. h l. torical , ..all'y. h Is nOI en-
changll'lg sllu,tlc>" Ih, l sta l'ld bove
or outsld.. history . I shall show Just
now oow this hlsloric..1reft1tty h.u 10
be reconciled rllrougll c","" stt uggle
wilh the ,..allly of a lingle ....lIon ,



The dongef 1rIhere<>1 In Ihll kind
of laIk ls qu~" ....pIy !hal ~ .....u.n
room boIh in thlOooy lind in pra.r: '
tKe" lor th,. p',.a.r:hlng 01 d hnKe
...plIrall. m , It 10 cla imed Ihllt a Ih..ory
of 'natlonal groups' lId\lOCat~ In th..
eonl,.,.1 of a movement for NlIIOnal
~.- .......ely _kJ:

"To hlOlghten the poutlw lu turn
of ..ach nallonal grOlip and 10
_Id Ih...... Iog<rthft ... thet the.e
.noon out of thb P'''''''' of
organltation ill anglII natior'l.al o;on-

1Ciov •
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""hfte.. Ihe ruhng claM 'relylng upon
lhe negallve l"'I\I' es' tol uch .... .
IIofIa1 group) ·.mp~ ethNcify'
Of '\IOoft c,.\! ...,. In order 10 T/!Infon:e
wpa.allon and division' . W,. can
,el"'al Ihls kind of Inlel\ectuali$l
toLace u nl~ ""e lall aoleep. the fact ,e·
mainS thai 'fthnk:' or ·n. llon.al group'
IJIprOlIChn .... II", thin «Ige of the
~'or wpar. 1isI~t' lInd
d\I~ ""afS fanned by grut-power in·
tefests and suppll<!B 01 allll . of cp
portunlst 'ethnk: leaden '. Thooa ""ho
_ the wiod . as !he prophet w~,

wtI reap the whiolwind! . Don not In
klllha in scme "'.~ .ep'.....nt a"'. "
nlng to ell 01 us? Who d..cldn ""he'
are Ihe 'positlYe fearures' 01 a n. ·
lIonaI group? WhaI are the boun·
dana ......ib of .. national group?
At.. these dclellllined bv the popuLa·
Ilon .egIll er? k a nlltlonal group ..
lIunted netlon . on.. thai. glyen the
approprlat.. soil . will flghI IOl .... tion.1
wlf.detellllinatior'l in lb own Notion ·
_ate? Of don the word 'nat~
haw ...me 0100 mor.. sophlll iclllC'd
meening? Thew lI,e ,elevanl que l ·
lions to a. k becauw Ihe ad..."". te. 01
the four 'Notion or .... ' Ional·group ap
proach maintllin that ill liberatlld
South " Irln, will guar""t,.. group
Tighl••och al ~he Tight 01 national
g.oup. to Ihelr eultu re ' and thai .......
Now to acc"p1 thal if In.. exlstence of
....~l group" Is ill .eallty and If
•ech Notional group hal .. own
cullu'. ' tradItiOn., lind protWll'tS. thoe
moveme nt lor change i. b.. sl
fac~rtaled by enabli ng organlsallon
around Issu......lUch concern people
in theiI dally --.. lsIue'I such as low
""agel. high trarupor! costs and poor
housing , Of III O!her rO!'P'esen,. hYfl
01 this tendency haw bluntly ...Id ",e
n..ed ...pII,el. organltatlon. for each
of the 'nallOflal groups,' which
organlMlX>nl; CiIln and should be
broughl together In illn alILance .

The.. are .......Ighly conclll~. on
",hlch hlstol\l ~wlf (line.. 1960 and
npecLIoUy since 1976) hili pronounc ·
ed a n'"9llliYe judgemenl . To fan the
ltres 01 c1hnll: poli1ia loday II to 90

b"ck..../lfds, not !orw/lfd• . It pLa~ in·
10 the har><h of the ....actIonary
mlddle-dass "'adenllip. b Is • r"'c,
tionary . not a progr..5SIve polII:y from
the polnl 01 ...Ie"" 01 th.. libe. ation
mowm..nt 1",1..", /IS '" ",hole , 1m.
agin .. us adYOCl ling ' Indian' , 'CoI·
oured' and ' Afnc ",,' trade unions or
studenl union. I >daY!

IU) Th,.,e Is • d\amcloca l1y op
posite vie"" ",,~hln th. Iibe,,,,llon
movemenl eyen Ihough ~ Is n..1d by
• minoritY of people: , Accord ing to
thls 1Mw. our srn.>ggIe 'rI no! for na ·
llOnal llberallon It Is a db.. struggle
pu' ''' and slmpl•• one In which Ih",
'wo,klng class' .....u""eol po.......r I.om
lhe 'capllallll cW.t' ,

F.. this ...asoo lhoe worker should
bIO Of'lllInlHd .~Iess 01 whel 50

called group they boolong 10 . This
ten d..ncy .....m. 10 ",y (In Iheory)
lha' the hlllorlr evolved dille. ..ncet
/lfe n ewLant .. ar best of _ darv
Importance ,

I find • dlltlCU~ \0 lake Ihis poslIlon
w .iously . 1 suspect thaI In prollCtic..
tile ac lMsl. ""h,' hold this vie"" an!
compelled 10 ma k.. Ihe mo . 1
acrobatic compromilln with the reall·
tv of .adaIIv pre,ud;ced ·-..IIen·, To
deny the ...a1~~ of p'e judlce and
peK..lye difference. , ...hatev... Ih..lr
o . igl n , I . t o d l. ",.m onese U
sU",I ..g tcally . nd lecllce l1 y . It
becomn Impooslble 10 organlH II

mass m.......menl OUIsId,. lhe ranks of
a Ie"" thouw nd sludenls,

Again. Ihe hj. or\cal expe. lence of
lhe Uboo,. llon r1 ,ouemenl in Soulh
A1rtca don not r"""if us 10 entertain
Ihis kind of COI'...;luslon , Al thoe little
organltallons and group" that ha...e
el a n.. time or anoth er ope,al" d on
Ihls baol. ha..... yanlsh..d ",It... teUlng
the simple Ilor" ....lUch. !hough 111.
of tou.nd and fury' . signlfled noIhing .

(ill) The third posillOII Is one that
has bun ptoved 10 be f;OITect by the
hl. tory 01 aU ! ,UCC....flll llberellon
Il.ugglel In Alrl-' . and ..........h.,." . 1
have found no )efter desulpllOn of
thIS poI!l\CN' !han lh.eJ outlined bv
Pfesidenl Samora Machael In a
. pe""h held in August 1982 In reply
10 G..neral Ma:an·. accu ...tlon. th. t
South Alrll:a belng 'deol.bIItwd·
bv hosttIe "' nll In the sub conll-
nent .

In thai ' po'.ch Machael .aId
among olher th 'ng. Ihat:

'Ow- Notion Is hisloricaIIy- new.
Tbe . ............. of being Moum
blc"". &rOM with • common op.
P'"el$lOn su r~..,ed by aD of u.
under colonl" lI.m from ROVllma
10 Maputo ,

Fr,.IImo. ~, III 20 l/'I'afS' ex·
i1fcnc. and lr' !he paIh 01 stNggle ,

ar

IUl n.,d u. prog, u l ively inlO
Mo za mb lc a n o. n o lo nger
Mocondc and Shangaen. Nya nill
and Ro n g. , Nyu ng"'e and
B,'ongs . Chubabo and Nda ll .
Mac lla en d XII. ua ,

Frelimo turned u. into equal
tonS of the Mo.l.ambican n&hOn .
.....t>erlwr ou, ....... ...a l bl"c k.
brown or ""h"e.

Our nallon ...a. nol moulded
and f..<jed by f..udal or bourge<>lS
gentlemen. li arOM' from our arm
lid~. It "'oIlS carved out by
ou. ha.d·....o .klng cel1o us..d
h",nd. ,

Th " , during Ih.. national hb<l. a
tion "' /If. lhe Ideas of counlry and
frHdom ....... dosely iOSIOC\&led
wrlh Ylctory of ,he ......,ning peo.
pie . We lought to fr..e lhe land
end Ih.. peopl.. , Thl. II Ih" ' ....0"
lhat tho... . ",ho al 11>.0 lime
...""ted lhe land and the poopIc in
..der 10 explolllhem. lefIu. IO90
and flght in lhe .ank. 01 col 
onlali.m , th.." parlne. ,

The llnlly 01 lh" Mo: amblc",n
n a ll on a n d Mo zam b ic a n
patnotlSl'l'l Is found in the lJIIl
com~nlS of . as ........mph.a .
anll ·raclsm . socialism . " ee-dom
a" d u"" y·. (WIP no . 261

Thlo " "Iem" nl Is especially signlf;·
canl when one .,.a1lsn Ih.al lor m.ny
l/'I'~ FREUMO aaepeed '''''I 'there
Is no anlagonilm beI....en the otl(

1.I..nee 01 " number 01 e1hnic group.
a nd National Unity' , Th l• •" nl..nee
COrTIn from a FREUMO documenl
enlilled ·Moambican Tribes and
Ethnic Group": Their slgnificance ..
Ih,. Slruggle for Nabo...1 LtbeIoIIllon'
wrlnen at a tim" ",he n th.. mcvem..,,1
acilially ....a. under strong plessu,e
from politicians who ....... con.clous ·
Iv manipular!ng c1hnldly in thoe;, own
tnt.,....... IJ Saul: The dialeclic of class
and tribe) .

Eve n ea, ll.., in 1962 a FRELIMO
docu~nl Il,..oud th.al ' . II true Ihal
there ar. dilf,..1InCCS ."""'9 ....
M~biCiIlns. Some 0( UI /lfe
Maconde' . oUwts are Nlan.... Olhers
Macue. , erc. Some of us come Irom
the mou nlalns, OIlier from Ihe pt.sin l .
Each of our lribr. has It. own
la nguage . ks tpedfic ulotl and
h./IbinIdn and diII........1 cu~u'''' ,

Thee.. a. ,. dlffer~. among u. ,Th~
Is norma!.... In all big cou nlrl,,"the,e
a... d lffe.ences among people .

AJ of 11I Mo.l.amblc.a... - Macuas.
Macond..... Nlillnjll. . ChangillnllS,
Ajllas . ""C, - ...... ""anI 10 be free . To
be Iree ....e have to flghl lln~e d ,

All Mou.mbican. of .U lribr. a'e
brcMhen In lhe strvggIc . AJ lhe rrtbn
of Mournblque mUll unit.. In !he



co m mo n . truggle lOT the In
depe nde nce of o u r COU.. t T~ · .

(Quoted by J S.ul) .
The development 01 the MOl am

ble.... Nationill lJb..... tiorl Ideology
th.ough lh.. krUO" 1 kr",..t i.. struggle
shown cleillly by Prnid..nl MoK:""",r.
Augu'" 1983 "'''''"me''l lhar ;

'Dun II no! .. 5OC'\ety In ....hich
•",," and colour.. tribn and
.egiont coexist and ..... ha.
monlously~ by Mde. We ....,.."
~ lhewldeasdurtng .. mug
r;Ie In which _~ h6d 10

lore. people•• conIdouMWS$ In
ordon- for them k> lie. them",,""""
!tom comple. ... . nd pre;udlcn .a
.. 10 become amply. _ . epeal .
sim~ people' .

Ev""Y siI\1411on II~ The u ·
penencc 01 FREUMO , while It mav
ha"" ma..y InION fof ... . ca..noI be
duplicated In So..lh Afrlc.Io , Cer1ainly
the populallon . egIItt. 1lon gro ..p' 01
South Afrlc. a ' " netlM 'tribn' nor
'..,hn ic graul"' nor 'na11orla1gro ups·.
In sociological th..ory . Ihey ca.. be
d..SCtibed a l colou•-e...".. or mor..
simply as COIo..I·gro Up. , So to
desc ribe them i, nOl u..lmporta ..t
!ina! !h.. word captu' u th.. na ture or
the dl. ..cucn 01d..".lopm....t olth.....
grOUpl . But th ll qU..ltlon o l ....ords Is
not .eally th.. luue , Whal II Impor·
ta ..t .. to cla rify the r..lallon, hip bet
",u " d u" colo... . cult..... and .... --Th, .. co no m lc , malerlal .
language , . ..llglouI .Bd ot..... d if·
I~nc," Orr","" NCtlonS '" th.. gp.
prO'lMd ..... TftII. They tnfI....nc.. and
deI......ln.. lhe .....ys In which p<'OPle
~.. aBd "'p'rleflCO! thn- "'". lWac
tiOnary e1hn lc organltalion .......Id noc
ha..... been .a succn.duf In lhe ltisIory
of ttm cou.. try Nd lhese difhc:ulhn
no! been of .c_order of ...Ptv·
Ho wnvcr , lhese ddf.....nc"" a...
""""," pennane-nr nor n<rce' ' rllyo
ciMoive 1/ lhe!>! _ teom.cn....d ond
",di_d lor lhe purpos.e '" I\olllional
bbera liorl and Ih... In ord... lO buJId
Ih.. n ..tiOn. the ruling elMs h used
laoguage . •..Iiglo... and d if-
I...encn . mong the worklog people
in ord... 10 dlvI<H lhem ..nd 10
disorganl... lhem . Any organiialion
01the p<'OP\e tllal doe. nol WI o ut 10
counle r"'" lhe,.. dMllva te" de..cles
set up by th .. rullng ...:I..ss stralegles
mere!v ends up by . e l..lor<:\..g tile ...
. !rategles . The ca"" 01Candlll o r Ab·
d urr. hm. n a.. good e"amples
Midd l..·class . nd aspi ring bourgeois
ele me nts quic klV Wllll cont.oI 01
suc ll 'erll..Ie' organl..,tlOns and u...
them al power hoi.... from ",1I1e1l
they try to barga i.. for a largtor sha. ..
of t.... eeonomlc cake. Thlo iI eSSol'n ·

tianv the kl..d of thing that tile Ba..
tuslan Iellderl a..d tile Bantu. tan
mldd l..·cllI....1 U .. do ing todlly,

&cauw tll"'J ar" oppressed , aU
black people: d....... to be fr",e and 10
parllctpat.. f..Ly In !he economic ,
political and soclillllf.. 01 Alanla . The
middkr...:l.H.... ca..no! be CQllSlSlenl
sifKe It\eIr IntereslS "'.. . generally
speaking . Bd In lhelr own con
Idousn.... tied k> lhe capilaI;st
sysI...... . Henc. onJv t.... block wor\c 
Ing duos can :.oke the task '" com
pleIlng t .... Oe rnooa8ltlalio<l '" lhe
country on Ih ohouId.n. .

II ilIc:In. can '_ e " the oppru>ld
. Bd ""pblred cases. II II !he iHding
dltSs In Itle build",!! of the ""'ion . II
II... to .ede!lne doe ..1I1lOII and
abolish the •• actIon"'!>' defin~ionl 01
Itle OO...sec.... "Bd '" II... reac
tionary petly br>urg.obIe . The na llon
has to be stnK1ured by and In !he In
t"'esli of til.. black working dass , But
it can only do 10 by cllangiog lhe e..
lire svs'..m , A "",, · raclal capllali.m is
Impossible In 30..,11 Africa , Th.. cla..
slfuggl.. ag.t ~ J1 caplt"UI! ""plo~ ;>jion

and til atlOn al It.uggle aga i... t
Tacls! o pp' lon become on .. . I, ug ·
gl.. und.., , II.· gen..,a l command of
tile black ...orklng d llss and ils
organisation . AlAPO.

PoIlllca llv _. In th .. IlIorI le .m and
cu llu. ally (In I"elong te rm) tM "'a!lS
In ",hkll t""' .." inslglllS 11'" IrllnsLal..d
Into pr llCllc.. ..,e '" Ilwr grealest mo
menl . Alttlovgh no hard IIBd I. ",
""~ ... .. IIV4l1able ilIld Ie .... of lhem
"'.. ab5o!ul.. . t.... IolIowIng .'.. aueIaf
pomlS In .eg.rd lO Ilwr pr achcal "'. \1'1
In ",hich ... bulId lhe .....tion of
Alan.. aBd desrr-oy Ilwr oepar1lisI.
tendendn .mong'II UI.

iii P o llllc ,,1 .nd .. co.. o mic
orga... ilallom of the .......lung people
ohould .. 1.1 .. pouiNe be open lO

aI oppr......:l and ... pbred people
•egardleu of colour ,

Whlil' It II m.. It..! tlwr Group
Areas Act LBd ottlet lawo conlin....
to cone....I.... people In IheIr
o.ga.. I""IIo". _ geog. ap lllcaHy
spe-<lklr>g _ Ia,!lriv along ",lInlc
~nel . " II ,mper..tlva IIBd popibIe
tllat tile Of9IIniiatiorll lhem ......
Illo uid not N "'rudured a long til.....
Un,,". Th.. ",m.. polilical organila·
tions loould ..nd clln funclion In all
tile g llettoel llnd group areas. peo ple
must and d<> Identify wltll til.. same
organisalion. ..nd nOl willi 'elhnic'
o rganiu tlon. ,

(II) All u uggl",. (local, regio nal
a ..d nllliOnal) should be linked ..p .
No slruggle \Ilo..1d be fouglll by on..
sedion o f I~. oppre.....d alo.... . The
Pr..-sld....t'. C"..oundf p roposals. for
e""m ple . s'oould 110I be IInalysed

ea

and acted upo.. as o f Inle.est to 'Co l·
o ured· a ..d ' Indlllnl' o nly , Tile Koor
nllo l Bill. sllo uld be c1ea , IV...en and
fought III IIffeellng 011 tile o ppr"' ....d
and ...ploiI..d people .

(w) C..It...al organl.."ionl thai II'"
nol loc. nV or 'J"'09'aphlcally ~m"ed

lor valid comm..n lty Ie........ should
be oporn 10 all oppressed and .." .
ploited people

Th.. lO..g. , Ito .lel , poem s ,
d.ncn. mU$k 01 ..... group should
beeo..... the cotnmon property '" all
""",,, If their conl,,"1 has lO be con·
vey..d by me.n. o f d iffe .enl
langIMge mcdlil In Ihlo "'lIy. and In
many at..... _ys, by me..... '" da..
$IfuggIe on the poIIlIcal .Bd on lhe
c ..u..",1 h On l . Ih .. c u lt u r a l
ilC................lS '" tile people will be
_.. l<>gel....r Into one A:.o.nian
fllbric : '" Ihlo "'.1' ''' shaD ..~m ..iale
dill\slw ItIllnIc conldou">ess aBd
sepa'lIllS1 bnn 01 dnMlon wlIhoul
e llmlna t l.. g 0 .. . c u hu ' 1I1
ilChlev..menlS , Bd cullu.a l v. r><'ly .
But" ....111 be uper,..nced by all a . d il·
'q.e" t ,opeCII 01 one nahonal cultu,e
lIoCc....ible 10 .11. So lhal , lo r "' ''11m·
p ie , ..ve.y Aumlan clliJd will kno w 
roughly . peaking _ the sam", fa iTy
l,lel 0' chl ldr", n's 110ries, ",lIetller
these be 01 'Indilln', ·XIIOSII',
'TI ....lln. .. OT ·Kllolktlol' o ' igin .

(Iv) The 1Ib...atlon mowm"..t hll.
10 .. vo lv.. a .. d Im plem.. n t II
democratic la"!l""!lO! poIIq, not lor
lomorro'" bl"t for lodllV. We ....ed to
d roc ""rio..oly how ....e can imple-
m 1 - wllh lhe 'nau' '''' !If our
dropowl - the foIowIng model
which . to mv mrnd , .""".......IS lhe
t...", po siNe IOIullon to ttle problem
01 cornm..nJcanon In Alania
• AD A:.o.nillru mu'" h.aw II souBd
knowkrdgot of Engfioh ...~ a.
1I0me Ianllu6!le or III ...co nd_ .

• All ALon&.ono m..", h.ave . con ..... 
oaIIonill \mo, ledge 01 the ottlet
.~ Impan."1 languages . For
..""mpkr: In lhe Ell"'..... Province ,
..very penon wlIf Imow English .
Afrikaanl ·tptal<!ng penonl wlIf "," v..
• conve.....tlon. l knowledge 01
Xhosa d Xhooa 'sp<!lIklog person.
will hav co,w..r"liorlal knowledge
01 Afrikaans. In II" a' .... like Natlll, ,
kno ....ledge o f EnglISh . nd Zulu
would In all p.obabOlly suflie.. .

Th..... are sk<'lclly Ideas that IIl1v"
10 be filled I.. tllrough democra tic and
urge..t discussion In all o rgan i.., lio ns
of the people and lmpleme nl",d lIS

lOOn al "" lIav. eSlabllsh..d Ih..
eece.....y I!ruc!...... lind methods.

The Black working class InS/died
wtlh .. revol..tionary consclou$tle ... ..
the dllvlng lorce 01 t..... 1Ibe-rallon



strll9!lle In South Africa. II has to en·
sure that the leadership 01 this slrug·
gle remains wlth II If our effol1s are
not be deflected Inlo channels 01
dlsasle, . The black working class has
10 act a. a m<>gnellhat draws alilhe
other oppressed layers of our socle·
II'. organises th.e m lor the libera tion
muggle an d Inluses them wlth Ihe
conslslenlsoclallst Ideas which alone
spell death to the .ystem of racism
and capitalism as we know II today ,

In this struggle the Idea 01 a single

nation Is vilal bee-use II rl!presenlS
Ihe real Intere.1 a t the wor king class
and therelo,e 01 Ihe fulu re soclaltst
Azanla. 'El hnic' , 'l atlonal group or
rad al group Ideas of nationhood in
the final an alYliis strengthen the posl·
tion of Ihe middle..,lass or even me
capllalist oppre."",s Ihemselves . I
rl!peat , they pave the way lor Ihe
catastrophic sepa'''' ;st struggles Ihal
we have wltne....d in other paris 01
Alrlca . LeI us neve, lo rget th,,1 more
Ihan a million p eopll! were

messacred In the Biahan war, leI us
no t fo rgl!t the danger represe nted by
the 'r" ce riots' of 1949. Today, we
ca n chaos." a different path . We have
to create an Ideological, pohlical and
cultural climate In which this solution
becomes possible.

I believe Ihat il we vlew Ihe ques
lion 01 nation and ethnlelty In this
framework we will understand how
vital il Is lhat Our slogans are heard
Ihroughoutthe length and breadth of
our country .

Idyllic setting for a tougl} battle con tin ued from page 10

The BC dilemma was summed up
byanother delegale , Mr Joe Thloloe
who talked 01 the ~onslaughl from
the nol1hern suburbs on Be" .

He said whill! liberals and radicals
eccased Azapo and olher Be bodies
at being ~pelly bourgeois" .

"They have also come up with the
.Iogan Iha t "Ihe ,t.uggle Is
colour"'..•. Some years ago , people
believed In African nationalism , that
their goal wa. a socialist slale ," Mr
Thloloe said . ~lt was a clea, -cul
deftnltlon .

"Now we are talking about BC.
We have to p ic k· and -shove l
"""rke:rs, managers and ether profes ·
sanals. We all agree - our goal is a
socialist state . Bul the people who
..re flghllng 10 creale II .. re the black
people of this country . Do we call
them a nallon or a class?"

He added , " If we "'1' the struggle
is between black and while , Our goal
will still be a sociahsl Slale where
there are no races Or classes,"

Those who believe In dellning II a.
a class-race struggle are adamant
that II ha. nolhlng to do with MarK'
lorn or any othl!' IheOOe. a. such, but
merely a e..legorislng of Ihe struggle
In line with the ~soclal ist ethic" .

Their argumenl Is Ih..t the South
I Afrlcan . ituation has 10 be Inter·

preted along African nationallst and
AfrIcan socialist lInes.! While Ihe arg uments may seem
fllCile ..nd ITrevel..nt In defining Its
Ideological concepl, II has 10 be
undenlood against Ihe bac kgroun d
thaI Azapo In II. presenl lormat Is
aimed at mobilising the black
worke...

• Th" dlff" rences Over Ideological
Inlerpre tatlons tended 10 Over ·
.hadow other development. within
,Az..pc. The educallon paper, In an
appraisal critical of the prese nt
•ystem In South Africa , suggested a
far· reachlng counle. -system ,

Mr MOSi!Ila' . paper on labou r
IPOke 01 the Government's dlspen5ll '

tlons being seen I.. Ihe light of its
policy of lolal strate'll', and called for
a counler slralegy.

He argued that the Governmenl
had set c ut 10 de"lroy the polillcal
polential of the bla< k labo ur force In ·
10 a "seml·while mode 01e-xl. tence '· .

"By allowlng workers 10 h"v" a.c .
cess to Ihe ollicial b,,,gainlng
machinery , the Go"emmenl h... suc·
ceeded in restrictive control on Ihe
worke, movl!ment , Mr Mosala said .

A major mOVl! ""hich emerged al
the congress wa. I~e expansion 01
various secrelarial> They will now
ind udl! health, sport, rural and urban
deve-Iopment, youlh and culture,
education and lab<. ur .

By doing so, A""po Is hoping to
playa bigger role In Ihe daily live. of
bla.ck people and counte rlng ..CCu ... •

tlons thal li is nOl lr ,l~re.led In bread .
and ·buller issues.

A conlroversial move during last
year was hardly dlscu....d al the con
ference - Ihe a Ki n} of Mr Nkondo
as presldenl . It wa. louched on brief·
II' when Ihe publlcily secretary, Mr
George Wauchope, ... id Ihe national
u « utlve had come under fire for
the move, and although diffe'ences
wilh olhe, BC bodies had been
re- solved, some Olganisatlons had
given Azapo Ihe cold shoulder .

Mr Nkondo , befne being banned
by Ihe Government , WII. suspended
by Ihe eKeculive fot "vlola tlng pr ln·
clple. lind policy" .

The congress ended on an unex.
pected nOle - ( nly one of Ihe
oulgoing nlllional cxecutlve was reo
elected . Outgoing offldal, and the
new president . Mr fl hehla Mthembu,
Insist Ih"t the move was aimed at
Irainlng new le., de r. hlp , fro m
"preventlng leadersl' ip nom becom·
lng lin lnslllullon , nd prevenllng
bureaucracy al all ko /olJs"•

For som e tlme nl ,'.... , Be organl...•
lions h"ve been rntadful of gelling
IIw"y nom lead en;hlp cults and
"Ilowlng Ihe pe"onalltles of the;'
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lead"" to become assoclall!d with
the organi...lions' image ,

The new president , Mr M'h..mbu .
2.'1 , has a you,hful "cablnd ' under
him. His immediale task will be 10 gel
the secrela, lal working . ..nd Ihen to
awall Ihl! d irection on Idl!ological
concepl. which I. to co me from the
proposed . ym po. ium.

Persona ll y, Mr Mthembu has
made it d ea, how hl! Inle'prets Ihe
struggle . "1 believe In the inlerpre ta ·
lion conlained In our conslltut ion 
thalli i. a national bleck struggle with
land . epo sse..ion a. the .. II·
Imporlanl factor , bul that race I. a
class determlnanl In Oul country."

Contributions
for future

issues
welcomed.

Send all

contributions
to:

Frank Talk,
P.O. Box 19360,

Dormerton
4015
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__ _ c:onfuMd ~wlIhoul

Any~ - t. 01' long-
_ Ie. ~ Nor_ II ' 5. he
~, -n.. bI-=ll __ t.. !Men
........*Pby~adw-...
il'I b ...~ ...... .. t.. ......
...... od ..by' 'iplrt '"
........ ". ' ''''' liJP_'II'
~ _b'i on hIa '*d lIq by
~ thac tt..r. ahould t. _
un60n , _Industry, MId he .... -...: .
c..d W'TY lOOn on hIa lounh JI-p by
forming one conac&dal.,;l unlofl
f.dft.1lon 101' AunIoa. HIa IIfth .nd
ulll....l. lIcp • m. unlly 01 .. Gpo
p hWd PftIPle."

Stucknts
K.bdg Lao a ....... Pi• .ok 01 01

Itlc Aw...... Sto f II Mo; '_11
IAZASM)• • ,apo' ' f "" cbc lIN,;
bJoh,.... .....wnas and --.a. ..
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!Nt .... • IIIigIll thoal !he
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• ...... 1nd1:lltry pM! Ie. ..tllCMD>. .... .
m. bl«k -n.n.thoal pay b our
Hucallon.E~ ..... on Ihn
_ MId bIDod. I.d,,·* . .. •••
s.npy t.e.... they do ....~.
.. .......... 01 humanity _ lind •
'"Y 01 p'oo af-. back -Nl rhcy
IOOlI from Ihcrn."

Black 1ludcnIa. In onWr 10......
m. ....... •.. bore " a
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cenci ~ __• )1*1 MId
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I 'act.
EconomV

• Cona' "'' ackno"'l.daed th.,
poilu.::.! Ind.~nd.nc. _hair,
.cOhor•• In f , idou__ • "'
.... .. bI-=ll paapIa n 1 , 10
...... the.. .....1 _ 10 =,.
Ihoa ........ powcr

Jon... not.,;l ; ~ln "am", to con.
duct ,~ -. ......... the rnaws
..... 10 ..... the _. Md .cor " ..
of b,.,ow. n.. IUcft the .
~ of JlNggIa on peop6a IMda
the nNrey , W. __ ___.•
et>c..I'lI on Il'w _ W.. mull

noI 1M ~ 1'iIIlII''''"" pIa. No
..... group an bing abouI .....
!Ion on b own. Ea~rlc ..c.. 1ft"' '''
.......,;1 .nd ,.k... to I" pcopla .~

The Cuhurlll .'>C! SponInJ! 1IoloI.
lion CIImpalgn ''''1 •• .•1fInncd by
Congr.... Gaorg.. W. uchopc. the
oulgolnt s.actary. wad ..... "'-'
umpaigna _ . pan MId~ 01
the c.,. I a' 10 per t .. b .ign
COOl. I ..... 10 doaI-_ In S A ,

eor.s,....ndoo...t dad-
-. by e-.ctI ...-JPIa ......
.._ SA .. long ..~ IICbonI
__ do noI ..... "lI I ... me
~-

N~ (Hal

D.puay Pi. Monl Salt.. Cooper
cffllCllvO'lv pul pald to" I' agl'SbOr ..
IhM AZAPO nc.C.,;I 10 'eww Be
beCIIu.. 01 I" "'Nftt 0...- I_-.gu.
........ ..+ch .....ged Itorn ,..~ta/

......, by~ ..... """"' Mar......
_ opI.,;1 for InoWpcndcnc.w •

XJ--.paUlng paopIa _. norn,.

dudcd from !IwI Be "",,-_.
........ _ . lo·uLd Vcndat and
T, ....n.. . .e1ud.d M. b. "
.Iabor-atcd , ~AZAPO c.n _
.......... -...d and cor ".nt 10
Be t.e.._ 01 VI' PO""
c..- ....... d n by dummy
puppet bodIn ...u. .. .... I .......

P." Md .... W. -....d Gil told
~nd .nd cornrnlnad to our
pca.;1J1 10 I" Idt... .•

8IM:k SoIdattry 0I'ICl' agalfl .merg.
.,;I .. AZAPO'I ...atchword . I"
dcflnlllon of 8IM:k aulorn.lIc.rlv ••.
cludlrlg d 1tJ..m...11 wt-n ,..
.......... t.. eo-opccd I. , IlCtIonlof
the middIa daM Ihc ItOf.
Woot-. No 14 , 01 the op--
po .._d ... 0'It"*c "- _.... ed
.. $ _10 lht.: ..._ O'fbt .

Tha ......... Itw.t lIhnlr: .1'.'
- • '"5ouIh Nne..~ ltWIf e..
nol ...~ _ ...,. ..... _ ltd
by NlooaI MoW.; , "Of~ lla Bur:
'''n • noI dltalm,...1Ion ...._ U5 a
Soulh AItIc.n .u k.. th.t cannot be
wbhcd . ....~? I, not au. " plok. liotl
• ra.tlly ,hat tl! nno! '" wtAtocd . .... ~?
If ..... can flghr .M1 and .Itpiob.
aeon .tly CMW>oII to fIaN ...... dM-
....". Trto.l doim and h llIlL. _
noI 10 ... ¥>or..t "for ........ CUI>

rw- 10 dr..,. • '-va bod, 0I1hc op-
p f thal _"' __ the
Mo of Itlc.. '¢ .... w

2S

Cong N ... 1"- ~n..... dear ••
one 01 opptf'Ml\oc _ ...

...tlJd, dt>O's nor _ tocirlg """"'"
OUI. Mhouah C Old
the need b AZAPO 10 !JUidor Il'w
8lado pcopIa on the ..... of CUI>-

"I:=:~::::. e.-m-.
lNfQ p I l1w_
by Congr... _kI 10 u.... the
bl«k p..opIa In~ of lheir
pOOltleal pen....lI<>nl , The NFC .
noI conll ilul. d MH lllfllo.n Ot!Jl!n .
lIOn . bul t.'''' ptOYId... for unify In
""""'.

The UDF "- CDnlhlurcd lI..r Inlo
... otglftioaIlon ~Wlth 1\1"1.....
.....sar.l'ap~ MId hM:I ·coa.c.,;l IUP
pun Itorn~ the pokac.r 1plIC .

1Nm .~ The UDf • ... ..t toor:
or",lll 'Uo ", "'I 10 • 0-.

MId ad·toor:~ • •
.... fole. "'the p oll6alll of lItadcn
Wllhout foDo ... ...ohlp~ . Mun.u Myoru
AZAPO', PubkIty Scallary.u~
rhc UDF ... · unpuw;:lplad _ ,
ptoou. poI 'pourrI 01 ~.
...lIh eo nfhellna Inl• •••,. ,'· H.
doJ""lbad the .n.ckl on AZAPO byc..,.,. lJDF .....mber•• '"1..........
lion. . . . o f o ppon " n lO 'lc .
Inlcl.ct.......M>br.-..d 1ndMd....
IOmJ of wi-.. to..bo... 21'an<lo;w
napubi;C1C .-.. •

Jonn laid rhc NFC.UDF ~.
...... eholC...., ....... UI\II.,;l Iron,
MId • popular lrGIII The unilltd lronr
rclJldltd aft\I .a.nc.. bit'LhOl I"
....a1 boo r- I and ............
rna .." ...... MId lhua Itwponad ...
corAl bar .."~ and the
bor 2 I . Or. ... """" twod ...pop". lronI broughI togIr ltocr ...
............ and tIw boutgaoaico In ...
...-phou, grouping ..-bIeh IUbor ·
dlnal<rd I" WOIk...·• Inl...... ' 10
IhoM of I" bou~,

Strucsure
Four prov\nc'IIlI VIc. Pr...-dcnl'

and I" introductIOn 01 • PrOjO'Cfl
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~ the~. of .... N-... E.r. .
lICUDw. _ .. _d the -e-...r
CCr-"~. Tha _1Incfw.....
found 10 ... rocc_ '"Y bac-. of
AZAPO'I phanorl"'''~,
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ar"'u.'n~. The Cornmm...;
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~ Frea Sc.w VQ·Pr.,id...t _
fUa QiItll.: NaI.,( VQ.Pi. · 1 11 _
-- Moou; s.a~...
- e;", L~. NIIcIIv s.c-.v

M...... b Ml/lU . ~



Illt er - Thabo Ndabenl ; Pro
" I O".O-Ordimllor - Zithl.llet. Clndi

he Constlll.lllon ....on amended 10
,ide for Regional Execunve Com·
ees and Ihe Blanch Executive
IImillees will aUhave 10 Include a
eels DireclO\' In future .
he Nallonal Congress Is the

, ' 1TIe and highest governing and
II ' ·..,aklng body of lhe organlsa·

,,: • ..fore, delegates must lea ve
·.rc:!l J wIIh a sense 'of mission . a
'vl .• work and a clear set of deec-

... lor the year . Congress musl
vide cedreebtp with deflnlle pro·
1lmn of acIIon: revolutionary
1191. Is based on ~nking theory
I practice .
;ongress 1984 can be described
,n unqualified success only from
ublle r.latlons point of vie.... .
n e same can hardly be said about

sense of pUrp<l$l and hard
oded eval l.lalion 01 AZAPO's

policies and progress: Ihese features
....e.e sadly lacking ,

The long spe2Ches. nine on Ihe
firsl day alone. acted a. a soporific
and prevenled maximum respon... .
Commissions ,"'..T" oll..n searching
for lerms 01 .ef·.ence - surely th..
' eams of ,hetorlc In th.. pap..rs
s ho ul d p ro vide th e rec ursue
guidelines.

AZAPO should ... rlously consider
Ihe follo....ing iuggeslions for all
future cong,e"e"
1, The nl.lm beT of pepers should be

al a neceu",y minimum.
2, TI.\IO poinb 01 vie.... should be

pre sented 0' , contenlious issu.s,
e ,g . SpeaKe, A ca n jusllly
AZAPO's sta:'ld on C ultural lscle
lion while Speaker B can attack

"3 . All formations of Ih. Organlsalion
should be ylve n advance nOllce
of Ihe topics 10 be dlscus ...d at

Cong:ess .
4. Speakers should ref' ain from

repealedly "justifyi ng" Be
AZAPO mu sl move beyond
fighting ...ar-guard battles.

5. Co mmiSSions should be asslgn.d
topics direclly related to the
papeTS presenled .

6 . Symposia must be arranged at all
levels of the Organlsalion, par ·
licularly on the follOwing topics.
(A} The Nat ure of the Sovi.t
Union.
(BJ The National Quesllon in
Azanla and Ihe Role of lhe
Peasanlry.
(C) Scientific Socialism,
(D) The lsol..tion Campaign.
(E) Economic " If -Sufficiency.
(F) Black Th ."9Y.
(G) Th. Trill !e Union Moveme nt
In South Africa . and
(H) The Specific and Multiple
Oppression of Black Women .

AZAPO ON THE MARCH
\ lerrified ruling class dropped Ihe
,ntlet on Black Consciousness
;) organ~llons on 19 October
17. The aim of Ihe bannlngs was
re-create the pIItI·Sharpevllie e.a
en blacks stood In awesome lear
Iheir while "masters"; In a ....ord .
aim was 10 d.slroy th. Ideology

~lack Conoc:iousneSli .

IJh~1 the rl.lling class reckoned
houl ....~I Ihe vital ~y of BC ~nd

I II had grown from the dally ex·
lenc.s of the opp,e..d people .

ca nnol be killed fo r II
"acte-r!lel Ih. resistance 01 the
:>osseUO!d , I"" plundere:!, the
~dvantaged and the cclcnued
,Inst an arroganlwhlte world , one
....hich the while man has tried to
)0se his value syste ms.

\s an Ideology Be was Ilrst ar
daled by a group of .luden l.
pondlng 10 p,oblems Ihat affected
,m as stl,ldentl . Steve Biko ,
pella Mohapl. Onkgopol... Tiro
~ thelr counterparts In the South
rtce n Students Organzatio n
~SO) did not proceed from an y
!Conceived theo.etlcal frame . In
~d, the most remarkable lad aboul
: Is that it Is a developing I.\IOrld
w: as Amlk ar CfIbral says- "I Can·
I ... pretend to organ ize a Party, or
' lruggle on Ihe basis of my own
'al. I have 10 do Ihl. Ilarl ing f,om
i 'eality of tbe country ." Be does
I seek to conw l,lct conceptions of
n and his reteuc n 10 Ihe ....orld
p·by·loglcal-step but rather seeks
embody the fears , Ihe fruwatlons ,
, love. a nd hales . the needs.

deSires and the asplr~tlons of the op
pressed and the exploited In a
coherenl a nd a revo luUo nary
Ideology,

When the BC Mov..ment first
e merged , the very mention of the
word "politics" ....as enough 10 kill a
convers~tlon: '>lack people we,e in
the grip of a pa .alysi. and they readi·
ly allowed whlt ~ Ilbe.als to misrepre·
...nt lhe cec se of Ihe oppressed. a
Cause 11b<" als "n never properly ep 
pleciate beeau,.., Ihey do nOlleel and
suffer as the oDp,essed .

BC protagoni.ts in the 70's pro
ceeded from tf'.e reality 01 the co un·
try and procla·llled that Ihe flrsl re o
qulrement 1.11. .. fo, black people to
shed Ihe psychological shackles of
slavery . to reic, t the dwarfing of thel.
consciousness ,"ld to stand up and
define them..··ve. as people who
have every rl] hl 10 live , work ~ nd

love In the la"d of Ihei' birth .
The early prolagonlsls also suc·

ceeded where every other liberation
move me nt had faUed _ lhey
broughl a ll black people into single
o,ganlsallons ,

The lelhargy Ihal had gripped the
60's was shaken off. resulting in
'ene....ed black rede union activity In
Decem ber 197:I, ln recurrent student
action al high schools and univer
silies which climaxed in the Soweto
uprising of June 1976 and tn a
plethora of BC o,ganisatlons such as
the South African Students' Move
ment (SASMI. Ihe Nallonal Youlh
Organls~lion (,' , AVO). Ihe Union of
Black doum eluts IUBJ ).
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As a resull of the 1977 bannings.
Ihere arose a vacuum In polilical ac·
tlvlly. But Ihe . piril 01pride and de·
(ia nce wa. carefully nurt ured and Ihis
pT..vented the paralysis of the move·
menl o

The BC groups which survlv..d Ihe
bannings such as the BI~ck Priests
Solidarity GTOUp and the Teachers
Action Commlllee formed the
Soweto Action Commit1ee, chaired
by Ishma el Mk habela , A sub·
committee of Ihe Aclion Comminee
co nvened by l ybon MabaSll was 10
In vestigate " n al;on ~ 1 posslbilit ie..•.
This sub-co mmittee called a conven ,
tlon al 5'- Ansgar's near Welgespluit
In Roodepoort on 28 _ 3 1 April
1978 : l ybon MabaSll delivered the
theme papeT " Blackman. Whi,heT
Goest Thou' '' . Father Butl T!hagale
g~ve a hint of the ne'" thrust of th..
BC Movement in his paper " A Fur·
ther Determlnalion of Black Con '
sclousness" . Mebase's voice rings
....Ith th.. proud BC spl,it:

"O ur peacefulne.. does not
preluppose limidity. No timid
people con become a nalion , To
augment 0'" peacefulneu we also
need a mililant .pl'it. a strong will
and a desire to su'vive in a alolent
and cernivoro"s world."

and T1hag~le hammers home the
poinl that Ihe Black worker is the
most oppressed and exploiled seq·
menl 01 So uth A(rican society ~nd

must become ihe vangu~rd of the
Ill>«ratlon movement ,
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The natlon·wide raid on reecers ot the
Black Consciou sness Movement on
22 May 1984 underlines yet again the
fascist nature of the Sout h Al rican
regime. The crackdown on AZAPO Is
dire<:lly linked to the Accord of
Nkomat l.

This Issue of Frink Tl lk focuses on
the Nkomat l Accord and some Of it s
implicalions for the people Of
AZANIA.

As the Naliona! lnternal Summit call·
ed at Edendale found. the Botha
regime wishes to steamroll on all ef
fect ive opposition. Nkomat l all owed
them to silence the exiled
movement s fo r some time to come.

Alter succeeding in this, the settler
mlnorl ty fOCU Sed on the spectrum of
black op posl l!on Insi de the country.
Their choice of first target Is not ln
signific ant: heving studied all the
movements inside the count ry, the
satllers realized that enemy number
one was Black con sciousness. As
the Nat ionat Summi t predicted, the
system's st rategy is f l1$t to ex·
tlngulsh the true revciuuceanee and
th en woo the 'co-optables' to a Na
ncnat Convenlion.

Black Con sciousness was born and
nurl ured in the Crucible, 01 li re.
Dec apitation of leadership has,
however, always been costl y lo r the
movement . When AZAPO waa born,
It measured ' he crucial need for an
overt liberation movement against
the very predictable repression by the

Editorial
state.

In fact , BC takes into account that
the central problem In any struggle
is to find an antidote to fear. Crush
ed by the realities 01 routine, we all
hesitate to participate In the libera
tion st ruggle. We fear losing our
samil y and our friends. We fear
wast ing energy.

AZAPO Is a revolutionary movement
preci sely because it calls for a break
with routine, because it demands
sacriflce in the present fo r a better
world in the future.

No doub t. the eecnnce seems real
and Immediate While the better world
appears distant and very uncertain.

Steve Blko was absolutely co rrect
when he wrote:

"Powerleaaness breedS B raclt
ot beggB, a who amile el the
enemy Bnd awnr BI him in the
aBnclil y ot [h lti, toilel s; who
ahoUI ' BarIS' willingl y during
Ih lt dBy Bnd cBiI Ihlt whillt mBn
e dog in their busea rIS Ih BY go
home, Once BgBin thlt cooceo t
of tear is BI the neen of lhis
two-fBCed behaviour on the part
of thlt conquered B/BCk s, ,.

I' is to be noted that the Black Con
sciousness nine, who were convicted
on the Stili v COOIll' Ind Otharl
were convic ted for celebrating the ec
cession to power 01 Frellmo in
Mozambique and showing solidari ty

with Frellmo .

Now that Frellmo, despite Its gallant
antl..colonlal efforts, has bean forced
to com promise with the rapacious
white settlers, it seems that the
system once again hopes to erase
Be.

We say that any att empt to eradicate
BC Is doomed to failure. BC is a
revolut ion ary perspec t ive that
penetrates 10 the depths beneath the
mask 01 blackness. As such , to
eradicate BC one nes to commit
genocide against the entire Black
popul ation in thi s land .

Frank hIt emphasizes th at a vital
lesson of Nkomstl is that the tlbera·
non strug gle is a ceaseless struggle:
it does not end with poli tical 'ln
dependence', If the oppressed and
exploi ted are thought that milk and ~

honey will Ilow when there Is a
takeover from a taserst regime, the
costs for the liberation movement
will be very, very dear. This is what
Frellmo Is learning.

We wish to warn that there is no
" right moment" in revolutionary
stru ggle: every moment Is the right
moment for something,

And this is the right moment lor uS
to sit as one big unit under the leader·
ship Of the black working class, and
to use the very concept 0 BC to unite
ourselves. We must cling to each
other with a tenacity that will shock
the perpetlators 01 evil.
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U N Breakthrough
The Azanian Peoples' Q.ganiSlition
made an Impressivtl b.t1akthrough 10'
the Black consciousness movement
when il recently won the nghllo ad ·
dress a spec ial session 01t he United
nations during a conference held in
New York in June.

International
recognition

tm,ann Moosa, the Natal vice pres;·
dent of Azapo and ed itor 01 Azapo's
m agazine, Frank Talk , spoke befo re
the United Nat ion's North American
regional conference for act ion
against aparth eid, a conterence
organized by the United NaHons'
Cent re Agai nst Apartheid, which also
l eahl.ed speakers from the African
National Congress (ANG), the Pan
Afrlcanls! Congress of Azenla (PAC)
and the South West Al ricen People'a
Organization (SWAPO).

It was the rirsl t ime that a member of
the umbrella Black Consciousness
Movement addressed the United Na
tions. According to the chairman of
the UN's Centre Against Apartheid ,
Major-General J.N. Garba of Nigeria,
the move surprised the African Na·
tional Cong ress which, he said,
planned to write a leller to the
o rganizing body protesting against
the part ic ipation 01 Azapa.

The chairman of the United States

branch of the BCM, Twiss Xlphu, said
the invitat ion by the United nations
to Azapo was the highest poi nt in
BCM's International diplomatic offen
eive launc hed last year when the na
tional preside nt Lybon Mabas a
tou red Europe and th e United States
to Introduce Azapo and it s program
mes to the international community

" The ground wor\( has been laid tor
big ger th ings to come and we a'e
forging ahead in the International
community," he said.

Mr Mbasa spoke on the same day
that tormer US Ambassador to the
UN Mr Andrew Young and South
African poet, Dennis Brutus, also ad·
dressed the conference. Moosa told
the conference that the BCM emerg·
ee in South Affl ca to conquer rear
and lead black people out or the grip
of a rrightened paralys is which had
been internalized In the psyche 01
bl ack people be cause of the
onslaught after Sharpvllle and
Aivonla.

" The pre·1977 BCM also eccceecec
where the other historical liberation
movements had failed, it brought
togethe r all black people wherever
the system sought to label them ·Col.
oured', 'Indian', 'Af rican' or even sub
divid&d them into various ethniC
groups," he said . " The BCM also in·
jected a remarkable vitality int o Aza·
nian politics.

He also took a lab at the recent
NkomaH Accord and th e pos it ion ot
the Unit ed States In the Southern
Affi can scene. " The Accord showed
that P,etoria Is playing tha game ac
cording to the d ictates o r
Wash ington, actu all y toeing the
yankee imperialist policy towards Otlr
region dev eioped by Kissinger,
Aeagan and Chester C,ocke"

Aims and Objects of Azapo

PREAMBLE

Whereas we, the Black People ct
Azania, conscious of the philosophy
of BI...:k Consciousness as a living
lorca amongst th e majo rity of our
people , and recognising that Black
Workers part icularly are responsibl e
ror creating the wealth or our COtlntry;

And whereas worke rs are subjected
to the most inhuman and ruthless
laws;

And further reellslng that the op-
pressive system In its effort to render
the worker powerless and perpetual·
Iy subservient, creates and utilises
tactics of d ivide and rule that gave
birth to tactlonall sm and tribali sm;

And whereas the worker is more
determined to see freed om and
justice, and desirous of occupy ing
his rightrul place in the land of his
birth; And also that it is an inalienable
fight ot any community to organise

itsel! Into a poli tical movement to ax·
press and manifest its asp irations,
ideals and goals:

And turther believing that Black ceo
sciousness be developed and main·
tain&d as a true philosophy ror
workers:

THEREFORE RESOLVE

1, To found a poli tic al movement
which will express and manifes t
the aspirations of the Blaek Peo·
p'. In Azania.

2. TO round a movement that will
unite all and l iberate all from the
exploitat ive and c ppres atve
shackles.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

t. To ccnsctenuee. ccnncree and
mobil ise Black wor\(ers thro ugh
the philosophy of Black Con.
sc iousnessln order to st rive for
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their legitimate right s,

2. To work towards the establish
ment of an &ducational system
th at will respo nd creat ively
towards the reees of Azanians.

3. To promote an Interpretation of
re ligion as a l i beral o ry
philosophy relev ant to our
stru ggle.

4. To promote and encourage
research into variou s problems
affecting Our people.

5. To expose the oppressive and ex
ploitati ve system in which our
people are denied basic human
rights.

6. To work towards the unity or the
oppressed, for the just distribu·
tion of wealth and power to all
people of Azania.



In Court

Azapo fights back
against State action

On 10 Man;:h 1964, members 01 tile
E(lilori . Colk!IC1.... 01 Ft.nk hI.
,,;siled Art Prlnllng Press.-d loaided
1 138 copies 01F,...k Tal .. Volume 1
Num b&r 1 into . eM. As Itle car left
F()I,Int. n ..-• ...-0''''' car beoan
chasing it . A hign-,peed chase en
slJed: f inal ly. , .... ear containing tee
copies of Fr8ftk Tal" . as bo_ed in
and W....anl O lticer De WeI, 1ICCOfTl·

panied by • 'e. non'while ll8Cufit y
policemen arrested members c ttee
ccnecu... including comrade Tnabo
Ndebtl nl (n.Uon.1 o rg. n ' : " of
AZAPOj. The MCUn ty policemen COIl

fiscated every single copy o' l he first
;llSlJe 01 Frank Talk as we ll as many
i tem s be longing t o lndivl (:h" . ,
comrades.

On 17 March 191M, an Interdict was
lloOugh t in lhe Durban Supreme Court
belore Judge 0 1d <:01l l or the im·
mediate return 01 the eccree of the
magazine which we re . ,lzed. It
became obYlous from . rgument s
presented by the .vs'em lhat there
were aeriou. consequence. to follow
lor ll'te Bl.ck COnItC:;ou.nna M"".·
me,,' In gene." and AZAPO in par.
l icul .... Th. c lt.1I0n 0 1 t l'le CaH is
1lIabo NdaMnI • II'le Mlnls l« 01 La.
8I'Id Ofdef 8I'Id W....t Otflcfi De
WoL

De Wet s lated In .., IIlId il lhat he
kne-ooo 01 the conten t. 0 1 F Til.
belore lt "'.. printed . A" .chell to his
a llid.wil . . .. lhe eopIe. 0 1 the first
two art ie"', ''The o.finll ion 0 1 81-::1<
COnsciou-.. ~ 8I'Id "Wh il. RK ism
a nd Black Consclousnass" . As
rneee Nd.abenl .t.led In • replying
atfill tl : "The Origlnlls o f lhe ..ill
(. rtie ) mull ...... been In lhe
possession o f Art Prtnters and used
by Ihat company 10 prji'll Frank Tllk'":
Ih iS bee_ C~ t>teluse tee in·
sc ripllon S eoe (lelellons on the ar
lie leS were ex actly the s ame as t he
one gi....n to Art Prinl . rs. Since
counsel fOf 11'1. Siale insisted that De
WeI had seen these .rticles befo re
Frank Talk was printed , II does not
ta ke much Imaglnallon 10 discover
how De WeI o btained l he a rtic lee.

The cont.n tlon was th aI the two If·
Ucles In qll8sllon ",ere wrlUen by lhe
la te Comrad. St.ve Blko and "'.'"
prtn led In a eeneeuee 0 1 Blko 's
wrttlng l lmos t o f wh ich appeared
under the pseuoonym " Flank Talk'')
edlled by RaYerend tan Stubbl and
enlilled ·'1 wrtll what 1 like'·. The

•
Thabo Ndabl"!

Sta le conceded Ihat lhis colleclion
was 110 Iongel banned.

Th. conl.ntlo" "'at that these
soee<:hes _ Oellvotllod at symposia
celled by t.... Soulh Afnc.. Students
QlganINlIOn (SASOI wofllch Is • bionn
ed organlsallon. Thull De Wit c0n-

cluded Ihat he enl illed 10 IIIze
al i i .... eop;Q 01 F Tal . In lerms
of Sect ion 13(1)(al('t) 0 1 1.... Int.ma1
Securtly Act , .lei No 74 01 1!l1l2. This
se<:t lon clee_ Ihat noboI:t)' may.

.._ «hocall. ed~i... d.lftftd Of

IMCOUlage 11'1.ach~M I 01
allY 01 11'1' objKII 01 the
""/awt,,1 OIO'"izallOll Of ob
iacra Ilmlla , ro the object. 01
l uch OfO'" llarion, Of perform
a" y ofher ac l 0 1 w/lare~eI"

""t",. which II calc"la red 10
r"rther Ih. achi_mMr 0 ' I"y
luch ob/aer,"

Seclion S6(t)(.) 01 the s 'llme Acl
makel it an o lfenca to disobey thill
protllblllon. Th. policlIfI\8fI purported
10 acl une e r Section 20, 0 1 the
Crimin al Procedure Acl, Ac t No 51 01
1917. Brl.fly, ..c llon 20 I nlllieithe
Sl ate to seize anyth ing which:

(aJ I' concerned In 0' I' on
...,onabla ground. believed to
be concerned In the commlUion
Of , ,,'p«ted commi,sion of any
O"IIICI;

•

FRANK TALK

(bl m,ya 'tordevidencaoftfNtcom
mlulon Of IU.p«ted comml..
. 1011 ot an o llance; Of

(cl II III ,. nded to ba "'ed Of is 011
,ea,o"abl. g ,ound' ball.~ed to
be Inra" ded to ba "'ed In th.
commission of.n oUlmcl.

De Wi t cons idered lhal lhe pubuce
1101'1 0 1 Frink Til. cont ravened tne
qUOled section o f the lntemal Securi•
ty Act and that the dillilibution of the
magazing wo uld llso be an o ffe nce .

The MlniliM also pu t up the minutes
01 t.... second General Studentll
Coune11tGSCl0 1SASO held from t....
'1 1'1 10 the 10th July 1971 .. lhe
Unlvel$ily of Nalal Black Section
(UNB). The ~"'''''I pott lon III the
SASO POllet 1.1.,11..10 wofllch IUds:

r. SASO II • Blac k I ludentl
organlut lon WOfl<lng tor the
liberat ion of t..... Blac. man IIBI
hom PI)'Cl'IOlogieal oppntMion
b~ t h . ms. lv.. through
Inlenortty complex and sec0nd
ly from physical one occun1ng
out 01 llYing In • Wh ite rae llli
soc:\ely.

2. we dell BI«l< people .. lhose
wOO by ..... 0 1 tr.:l itlon,
polilicll'y , economic.lly and
soc ially dlscrtmlnated agaln l t
as a grou p In the Soo UI Afrtcan
,oclety and Ident ifying
th . m..I.... II umt In Ihe strug
gle tow.rd. Ihe realization o f
th." aspi ration"

3. SASO bell.WI' th .l:

lb) SoUlh Alrlu is a count ry in
wh ich bo th Black and
White live and I hali con
linus to liva looether.

lbl T.... Wh lla man must be
mlde _Ife tnat one il



Azapo fights back
eilhef part 011"" solut ion or
part 0 1 t he ~em,

(e) In Ihl$ conte~l, beelluSIl01
t he privileges acco rded to
them by 'egislat lon and
because of thei r cont inued
maintenance o f an op.
prllssive regime. wtlil"
~ delinec:l tl'lefnsehles as
pM of lhe problem.

(d) Therefore, we believe lh al
In . 1I maUa~ relat ing to the
lI",ggle towards realizing
ou r aspi,allons, Whites
must be .u cluded.

In S. Nok.. -.d OItMor$ 1962 (3) SA
71, II was IIeld th<llll\tlllChie...meol
had to be of the speci fic unlawlul
organizat ion, not the aChievement 01
Ihe same object 0' objec t. by
__body elM worlling indepen<lenl.

• Iy 01and lending no auiSlance lo il.
Thus in 1963 Seeliotl2 Wll$~

eel and thot words M ••• or to obje<:tl
limllar '0 the objects 01 any such
organization," were added.

Judge Oideal! poin ted ou t that
wh" llvllrobJeeta Weft Ilmilar to lhe
Objects 01 an unlawful organization
~not be detllnnined unless Itle ()b.

;.eta of the unlawful organ ization
we•• Il'Iefnsel,..s lirwt !<lent i' ied and
unders tood ,

The Court said that 11 had no way of
knowing why an un.awful organiza.
tlOn has tleen dec'ared unla ....luL
SASO ....as dec:liII'8d unlawlul int~s
of ProclamAt ion R293 of t9n. No
grounds were lumiShed The court
"'arned that _n if reasons are given
In a Proclamation, the real objec ts of
the organization mus t btl establish.

I ee.And the test postulaled by Jud~
Dldcott is ....hether .an objec, is an Db
jed d ist inctive 01 the parhcu lar
organizalion to an e xtenl ..."., to a
degree SUliClenlto tie an Object with
the Organization.

Examples give n by the jUdge during
the course 01 a rgume nt are II.
luminAting. Say 811 object of $ASO
..... that WOII<etS must get a 'Air "'9
..."., Ny XYZ Industrie, has the .....
object: should XYZ Industries be con
vlcted 'or furthering lhe aima 0'
SASO?

Judge Didcol1 went on to say that on
the evidence be tore him i,e. the
SASO Policy Man ifesto, Be II a
s tooan. a liJbel rather Ihan an object.
He 1001< lhe . xample 01 two organiza.
lionl bo'h operating on the slog&n
"Worke rs Freedom··:Organ ization A
aimed at e ns uring that the meanl 01
Production was in Ihe hands ot the
....orking c lass ....hile Organization B

' t rove to oul la .... Irade unions
because it le i' un ions Impede
work_ lreedom. Oroanizalion Aand
B are CleArly al cross purposes
del pl te the ir common s logan. It
tcno.... s that the mere facl that bolh
$ASO and AZAPO espouse Be is
neither here nor there.

Judge o.oco" ooneeded that dist inc.
tiveness il by no means an exac'
crite rion: ··One can conceive 0 1 ee
jec's so mundane or innoc uous in
themselves that. although the y afe
distinc t ive o f lome un la wful
organisation. no l egis lature. not
_n a legiSlature ben, on destroy.
.ng the influence 0 1 every such
organization. could have leared 'or a
momen t Ihal they s treng' hened lis
pull.

Using the 'urcccn test', the Court
had 10 decide ",helher BC ",as
diSiinctive 01SASO. The only del ini.
lion 0' Be given ....as In.! in lhe SASO
Policy Manifesto. J udge DidCOII
lound Ihat 'here .... as nolhing in this
Manifes'o thaI dist inguished $ASO
eg, OppoSing integralion was com.
mon to SAgO and , say. the Conser.
vative Party and the Idea thaI Blacks
must be sel f-sufficien' is alto pro
POUnded by. say, lnkatha. What the
COUrt really needed, Nid Judge Did.
COli . was expert evidence as to ....hal
Be is and how BC dis tinguished
SAgO lil it did). That alarm be lls go
olf in some people·s minds wilh the
mere meniion 01 BC is hardly sufti.
ciflnl 10 Sily that BC pe' la is
unla",luL

The judge made the '''"1lQ pokIl duro
Ing lIrgumenl 1"-1 II lhil ....al a
crlminalltlal , a dls.c:harge o,ltIe 11(:.

CUled al lhe . nd of Iha Stat . cas.
....ould b. quUaln. l clplble. Ther.ls
nOI . ven a p rlma 'aci. cu. · ,he.. 'I
necllS. at all!

The Judge a::cepled Ihat De Wet
.cled in good fai' h, but that he did
not.c' as. ·reasonable man ' ....ou.d
have ac ted .

Counsel for Ndabenl l ugges ted that
In orde r to con' rave ne Seclion
13(I}(aj(V1, ' person must be .cling In
tne inte rests of tne unl. .... lul
or9.,iza' ion al I UCIl.

Since 8fl examination of the two ar.
Uc les revealed tnat care had been
taken to remove eve ry reference to
$ ASO the articles could not advise,
encourage or de/end ,he acnleve
ment 01 any of the objects of $ASO
al I UCIl.

The poInl was llrongly made Ihallhe
a rtic le s by Biko (In lac t, the article
"While Rac ll m and Blac k Con.
SCloulneu·· ....as a Joint eflort by

s
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Bil<o and Barney Pltyanaj were includ
ed in tha fiBI Issue of Frank Talk
because 01 the ir historical Interes'
and that BC had developed since Ih.
days 0 / SASO and BPC.

The judge ned Ihe following '0say
lIboulthe SASO Policy "'an i/e sto In
relat ion to his In':

" Paragraphs (Jl and (¥) did no, rH"
Iy belong Ihere. Pllragraph (I) WII
descriptive ralhr" Ihan da/lnlt /va,
wfllia paragraph (¥) dH II nOI 10
much with tha concep, a. with Jta
PGPeJ/ar'isatJon. That left /MT8gtrJph.
(Ii). (III) and (iY). Thela were tha
paragraphs whic h ~e flnH Iha
philosophy, according to $ASO.

"I could no t concluda from Ihe In.
formallon at mV disPOsal lha t Ihe
propaga tion 0' Bla ck Con.
sciousn.ss,al thus ~afifl«1• .....s an
obifloCt In the /HIt distinctlYe 0'
SASO. rtt. dehnJ'/on was broad and
gen..al. So w..a the varioul Ideas
it upress'XI an~ marlhalled. I
would nol h• •a been surprised 10
l earn thaI Ihel a were taken lor
g' /l flted nowadays by most
IhGUgMlul groupa and Jndlviduall
wi thin tha 8I/lcIc community, I,..
eluding • large numbM whOM
POlllical corrv/ctlons 10'''. far from
rad/cal. "'hOI ' I ympalnlel ha ve
never lain with SASO. yat who fell
tha' lomasuch frame of mind "'I'S
reQuired If 8Il'ck l "'era to O¥\WCOfne
tha ~_or/llizlng a llectl 0' lubser
vienc. and rabulld th. l r sel'.
confidenca. Ihe;, ptlde. _ H

An order ....as made by th. Durban
Supreme Court restoring I II but 25
copies of Frink Talk 10 AZAPO.

The $Ial. ill seelr.lng leave 10 ~paal
against Didcolfa decis ion on lhe
loIlo"'ing bases:

f . TheCourt shOUld nol hava ~ecid
e(J on th, I/lwlulness of Iha rela,..
tlon but only of the selt ure.



Battle •
In the Courtroom FRANK TALK

conCluded thai one 01 Ille
rea sons lor SASO's banning WlIS
thall / promoted Be. t/lu s Bny
pers on promoti ng Be Is con
travening Section 13(IXaXvj of
Ihe In /ernal Security Act,

If these ll'Our>ds o f appeal are treat ed
seriously, it means that t he system
wishes to ban a philosophy.

On Tuesday 22 May 1984 mere was
a nationwide raid on rtie homes ot
leading AZAPO office-bearers and
members_ Every search wer rent
stated that lha police were bus y in
vestigating a contravention at Sec
lion 13l.1 )(a)(v) crme Internal seeo«.
Iy Act . The crlmil'lsl trl al promised at
the Nd aben l hea ling seemed
imminent.

The raids wele parllculs,ly vicious in
that they denuded t he AZA PQ head
of fice: police took away everyth ing
including filing cabinets and penci ls.

On 29 May 19801, an acHon was
brought by AZA PO against the COn
trol Mag istrate ot Durban to ha.e the
search warran t s usod by tho
pollcomen declared in.alid. The waf
rants used woro in terms 01 Section
25 ot the Criminal Procedure Act.

The Durban Supreme COurt held that
the test to be used is whether there
are reasonable grounds lor beue..ing
In a certain st ate 01 allairs I.e. a
danller to the sacuriy o t the state.
The maoistrate is not a rubber-stamp,
he must make up his own mind
independently .

The mallistrate refused to re.eal the
gfounds upon Which he came to the
conclusion t hat AZAPO was l urther·
ing the object 01 a ban ned organlsa·
tion, All the state put up wele two al·
lida. it s by " expert s" who claimed
that they had reached the conclusion
that AZAPO lurthered the objects of
bannad org anisations.

Part at Judge moccu's lucid and
hard-hilling judgment are paraph ras·
ed below:

..... I fi nd it incredible to be told
tha t there mipht be prounds
which (the stal e) do no t wanl to
tellllle court. /Tlle magis tra te
seemed /0) rely Oft no informant
beyon d the bara belie' of Ille
pof/ce ...

Tllis case lias a background
whicll supports this con ten tion
.,. (In TIl.bo Nd.v. nl v Ill.
Minl,'. r at L.... " Ord., "
Anolll . " th. st./e g..e

grounds villhat botll SASD.nd
AZA PO believed in BC. The
court Ileld that .ssuming tll.1
tllis comm on beliel e./sta , .nd
th.1 tile underSlandinp ot Be Is
precls.ly Ill. same, the mere
sllaring of th" beliel is quite In·
su fllclan t 10 Say that the one
organllatlon is coming oul of
tile obirtCts 0 1 tile other,

" I 'uled th"n that the pround in
queslion did nol and could not
without anytll /np more .mount
to reasonable prounds fo r Ille
beli ef In quesl/on. As l ong as
tllat decision standS il Is /lla
I.w . in this province .t any
event. The same sac/ion ol /lla
police forca teatu,es In the pre
sent Clse. some of the same of·
fice,s, tile s.me 0'fl.n/sation
and tile same banned orgenlSBo
l ion. /I the state relied On
somelhing other tll.n common
alfiliation 10 BC, it would b. in
/he eff/devlts In these pro
ceedings ...

The opinion, 0 1e.perts are en
titled 10 some respect. There is
no eese at ell ...here Ihe opinion
of the npert. however eminent,
ho...ever e.perienced. no...ever
well·versed can bind III. court.
The e.pert has to assist Ille
court ... (His mere word) Is
wortll notlling et . 11i f ills sup.
p orllld by n o evldenca
wlla tsoavllr.

The personnel of (AZAPO) ara
being IIl1rassed. Th. polic lI say
IlIlIt (AZAPO) is brllo klnp the
law or is preper/nf1 to do so In
II way thllt is d.ngerous. The
police e.ist to IInforCff Iha la....
the courl e./s/s to uphold the
l aw. Tile c our t will never
hamper tha police In tile proper
pllrlormanca of its duties. If
th llre is Indeed a case apalnsl
(AZAPOI or I f there are true
f1rounds af1#linst (AZAPO)I t Is In
Ille in terests o f ius/ice to bring
/AZAPD) to court ...

If thff police are On (AZAPO'sl
back for no oIlier reason than
harassment, it is time they f10t
off ils back, /Harassment)/s not
a proper police lunctlon. The
police must disclose Iheir
hand. Tiley are r f1qulred to be
candid about Ihe lac ts and
grounds on which they , el y so
that Ihese Cln be e.amined in
tile IIgh l 01 day. I I tllay pers/sl
in pla ying pokll' (with AZAPO)
willie nor diVulging thei, h.nd
they have only themselvu 10

6

blame II the court IInds tllere is
noth inp In their hends at all.

AZAPO will now proceed to recover
art icles seiled In Cape Town, PUrl ,
Port EII18bet h, Nels pru lt and
Pletersburg. The scene Is set lor In·
terestlng new developmen ts.

Latest
The state 'S applica tion tor lea.e to
appeal against the judgment selling
aside the searc h wa,rants has been
turned down

1n the meantime the security police
rel urned the bulk ot goods seized
during their searc hes .

At the time of gooing to prees, AZAPO
oHicials were st ill busy sorting
through boxes 01 papers In an at
tempt to ensure that the police had
not lorllouen to return some
documents.

Contributions
for future

issues
welcomed.

Send all
contributions

to:

Frank Talk,
P.O. Box 19360,

Dormerton
4015



Economic Blackmail
The ec-c enee "non_aggression"
pacts In vollue in SOuthern Africa
can not wlpe o" the legac y 01the t ol·
onlal domination and exploitat ion In
the region.

Suctl pacts are defin itely a setback
10Iha cause ot Iha oppressed of the
world as the unfolding drama 01
lebanon is amply demonstratinll_

The victor In the contest of Southern
Afr ica is the whil e racist and
unrepresen tative minority PretOria
regime and the cause 01 both im·
perlallsm and neo-imperlallsm.

r-;;;~The victims of Pretoria

The Komal lpoo n pact signing Is not
for the comlort and progress of ou r
P&Ople in Southern Africa and Africa

~ as a whole.

This regime has perfected Its ignoble
art of blood-suing. In Ih e wake of ne
de·mobl lislng strategy. i\ has lett
poli tic al observers con tused.

Thi S country has not Introduced a
new element in ne pursuit of war In
Southern Af rica and thus to lalk of
SOulh Af rica 's " peace inlliallve" ls a
gross drstortron of tne fo rces locked
In a death struggle In the region.

ThiS counlry's warlords have long
perceived tnat economic blackmail
and di recl military Invasion and ag
gression ccnatrtute thelr I win
weapons.

Diplomallc polilical slunls onl y serve
as a smokescreen 10 hide Ihe real
nature and deve lopme nt of the
coetnct.

The primary conflict In South Africa
is thai of land and all attempts 10
reduce the struggle 10 one for civil
rights or antt-apartnetc , can onl y buy
lime for thosa who wlald power!

One bl ack Alanian aptly stated Ihis
as follows: " The black man's strug
gle can never be won or losl cutetee
Ihe borders of tile counlry"

The inevilable resolul lon of SOuthem
Af rica's dilemma shall come only on
terms set by the black man.

The problem is internal and is Ih al of
tha oppression and exploil alion of
mill ions of black people.

Whichever way one looks at II, Ihis

great mass of people is a deciding
factor for the SOlution of Ih is coun
Iry'S problams.

This country's offensive COUpled with
its racist Inlemal political machina_
tions can be sum med up as a ume
buying device,

The work of Ihe mi li tary security
police and Intelligence networks, has
nOI blunted or numbed black peo
ple's qutlsl for th e true humanit y In
Ihe country.

ThiS has ntlver, and shall never, be
cause for despair and apathy .

The clock seems to have turntld full
ctrcie among the Frontline States.

Dr Hast ings Banda, Malawi' S Presi 
dent and st rongman, and a few
unstable African leaders fell victims
of SOuth Africa's abonrve detente ex
eeetee in the roe.

Time, however, will l ell how many
this time wil l follow Banda to " dine
wi th th e devil as long as It will bring
prosperity and gain 10 my people and
country" .

Maybe for Banda it was an oppor
tunistic volun tary acnon.

The situation today is different, most
SOuthern African states have been
ballered to submission through what
is percei ved to be the ultimate
realisation of economic priolities and
Internal stability _ and all the lime
Pretolia Is calling Ihe tur'lil .

The recent happenings are indeed a
setback 10 the liberation movement
In general, but it must be pointed out
that this will onl y help to accelerale

,

the li berat ing efforts of those
movements operating within the
country.

It Is indeed foolhardy of this coun
try's present rulers 10 regard their
problems as externally molivated and
there fo re needing an externa l
SOlution.

We must, however, realise that the
reasoee which made SOulh Af rica
anathema remain tru e as those we
hold agai nst Nazi Germany and its
gas chambers.

We cannot, however, expect Africa to
submit 10 SOuth Africa's military,
t ec hno logical and economic
advantage.

We must at all times be aware that
the present regime cannot in the
same breath be surrogates tcr ettoet s
of ch ange.

They are on ly capable of bringing
about reform, which by and large, is
aimed at perpetraling their class
Ideology and cont rol.

Reform Is nol aimed at making the
oppressed totally free but to make
them unwilling partners of Iheir own
oppressors.

At best It teaches them to adapl 10
their situation of oppression , In keep
ing with the phi losophy of making
good cu t of a bad siluation.

This Is what this year's ethnic elec
t ions ant all about.

It is wilh this In mi nd that black pee
ple are wary of all effol1s by the
unrepresentative government and t he
eme white capi talist class at reform .



National Question

Struggle

for
unity

The Natlon.1 Quntion Involves the
solution of nat ional cont radictions.
Ihe resolution 01the problems of op
pression 01 one nation by another,
and the form that the future nation
should l ake.

The Social Question is the resolut ion
01 social con tradictions w hich have
as their base the prevailing mode of
production and production relation
ships which mould and condition
soc ial relations.

Brief ly put . the Nat ional Que sti on in·
vest igates oppression and the Social
Question Inv8sllgates exploitation _
oppression and explo itat ion were
married In the tample 01Imperialism.

The designations " tribe" "nat ionali
ty " and " nation" are 'ranslent
historical social group forms. At the
root 0 1 t heir definition nee the com
munit y 01 e<:onomic li le thaI binds
together members of each transien t
soc ial form. Language, l errltory,
mores, national ccnscrouseeae are
simply ethnic faatures of a natlonali·
ty/nation.

For example, In a capllatlst society
Ihe communi ty 01economic life for
the bourgeoisie consists in the fact
that they own tha means of produc,
lion and the wealth so produced at
Ihe expense of the producers t.e . the
working clan.

The community of econom ic rue l or
1M work ing class consists In the teet
thaI it doe s nOI own the means to
produce wealth but has to maka do
with a wage. It should be pointed out
thaI there are points in the develop
menl of society where tribes develop
into nationalities and nationalities
develop inlO nations but these poin ts
are never easy to specify: suffice it
to say th at lhe old (naUonallty) Is the
new (nahon) in embryo.

Stalin ette-s the following deflnillon
of a nation:

A nallon Is a his/orlcally evolv
ed slablfl communily ofpeeplfl
base d on com munlly of
language, t flrrilory. flconomic
/lffl snd psycholog/cal msklt-up
manifasted In a community of
culture.

History contains numerous examples
01 lon g-establish ftd boundaries of
count ries being changed and 01 in·
habitants of coun tries refusing
morally 10 accept the nationalit y im·
posed by a country. SlllIna'l dallnl .
tlon la dogmallc, "'Ilnctlveand 11Q1d.
The nation Is not simply a collect ion
01abstract , external criteria. In fact ,
political philosophers have soughlln
vain to f ind an objective definilion of
a nation. The subjective elemenl I.e.
the cceeercceoeee of a natlonal lden·
lily, a nallonal political movemenl. is
no len Important. It Is not a doc·
trinai re expert armed wi th a list of
" object ive cri teria" who will deter
mine whether a community ceo
etuutes a nation or not , bUllhe com
munlty 11..11.

The popul ar exprenion of bou rgeoi s
ideology tod ay is "human liberty ,
human rights . . . regard less of race,
colour or c reed . .. under a lree
modern democracy" etc . Onl y the
bourgeoisie enjoy these " universal"
f reedoms but It Is caut ious enou gh
to be di screet. hence ere is constant
ly reminded 01th e " universality" to
the point of Indoctrination. So It Is
that bou rge ois id eology h..
devaloped the aloglna of democracy
and the rig ht of sell-determinatlon.
Even In South Arrica with outrageous
com edy, the caretakers 01 cor
onlallsm speak of nalional self·
determination in the bantustans.
Thin gs have ce rtainly changed since
Treltschke wrote (nineteenth century)

8

thal "A negro tribe must be chastis·
ed by seiling its villages on f ire,
because that Is th e onty remedy
which is effect ive" 1

There Is noth in g wrong in usin g the
terminology of "democracy" and "na
tional self-determination " If one
understands them in their revoru
tionary senses. A I l ruggla fM full
damocrlUc righta mUlt be linked to
I aocli lia l ravolutlon. Victorious
socialism must practise the lullest
democ racy.

In its hunt lo r superprof its im·
perlallsm dispossessed the
aborlgir>es (Indigenous owners 01the
land) as a people. The consequence,
whet her In Au st ralia, Japan o r
Palestine was to pit Black against
white. Dispossession led to the
scper-exptottatton of Black peopl e,
For the colonial world, race determln·
eo clan: whites were the privileged
group and blacks the underdogs. Ex·
ploitation is here di rected against a
phenotypically dist inct and iden·
tlfl able peopl e, leading to elaborate
polltlcal·admlnlstratlve structures to
keep them subject. th is coupled with
European chauvinism leads to the
relentless oppression of the subject·
peopl e.

To speak of Azanla before th e advent
of sell ler-<XIloniall sm Is some what
misleading because the present
bordefll are 01recent historical origin
and were drawn up by eetuee
COlonialism, We do not have reliable
sources of Information and have to
make do with rather rUdimentary ln
lormat ion. We may say that pre
colonial AzaR ia was inhabited by pe0

ple whose mode 01 production had
not gone beyond the primitive cern
mu nal stage . All In all these
economies had only achieved private
properly in the ownefllhlp of stock
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but not of land , Social relations were
not at all as antagonistic as we know
them to have been In Europe. At the
advent of eettrer-cereereuere In
Azanla, tribes were just moving
towards the formation of
nationalities.
The Dutch were the lirst to send a
garrison of men to the Cape in 1652.
The White selliers launched many
wars 01 aggression in order to gain
land, livestock, grain and slave racour
from the black people .

British capitalism subsequently
began entrenching itself in South
Africa and II was evidently incompati·
ble with the backward feudalism of
the Dutch. The while settlers all ied
themselves against bl acks , but eon
tinued to wage wafS against each
other simultaneously.
We must pause here and look at the
modus opersndi of imperiallsm's
most far-sighted Ideologist, the
Christian missionary, The missionary
first approaches the chie r humbly, Bi·
ble in hand, and asks tee a small
ptece of land to set up hie mission
sllition. At his heels hastens the
trader, the purveyor of small goods.
The Bible and the bale of Lancashire
cotton eeeeene the invidious seeds of
devastation of the black way of life.
An " agreement" follows between the
chier and the Governor whareby the
British become tne " triend and pre
teeter" of the chief, There follows
war and looting by the British leading
to a " t reaty" in which the chief
agrees (sic) to a large piece of land
belonging to his tribe. In return he
receives a magistrate snd a now·
arrogant missionary. Other mission
stations are set up and in their train
come more t rade~, The Invaded

I tribes are split asunder: " divide and
rula" under the capable hands 01the
missionaries is fat ally disruptive. tn
the -coetrsceted territory" the land

is shared between Boar and British.
When the hungry black people try to
retrieve their plundered cante, the
settler·thieves accuse them or callie
thell and sand out troops to destroy
sleping villages . Gunpowder, fire and
famine are the order or the day. The
farmers who have stolen the land cry
out lor labour: they obtain it from the
plundered. When the Dutch grab the
land. the Bri tish " fi nd themselves
compelled '" to protect the "Nat ives"l
Hypocrisy is a wonderlul Western
trait l

Or Phillip. the Superintendant or the
London Missionary Society. clearty
states In Researches In South Alrlca:

While auf mlsslonar/es are
everywhere scerterlng the
seeds of clvlllzetion ... rhey IHe
extending Brillsh Interests.
Brll/sll Influences end tile
Brltlsll Empire ... Wllerever tile
missionlJry places his standard
among a savage tribe, tll elr pre-
iudices agains t the cotonlsl
government give wa y, tlle/r
dependence upon the colony Is
Increased by tile creal/on of 8r·
liticial wents ... fndustry. trade
and agriculture spring up,

Or Phil lip did this work amongst the
Xhosa. Revs Kitchener and Edwards
amongst the Abathwa, Revs Read
and va Kamp amongst the Kholkhol,
Mollat among the Tswanas and Rev
Owen among the Zulus. Liberalism
served the British empire well and it s
ri~t apostles in Azania were the mte
sionarles. Phill ip supr. clearty states
that the transltlon from t ribalism to
capitalism must be engendered by
the missionary. The Christian convert
will want to dress, eat and otherwise
act li ke his teacher.

And note thi s classic piece 01 advice
lrom Phillip in the l ace of Maqoma's
compialnt about the govemor's treat·

mant or his peopl e:
If I lley (the soldiers) drive away
your people et the po/nl 01 the
bayone/. edvise tllem /0 go over
tile Kleskam mlJ p<!aceably. If
they come and teke eway youf
c8/1/e, suller them to do it
wltll out reslstence, If they bum
your huts. allow tllem to do so
... and I 8m con vinced you will
have no occeslon to repent 01
h(IVing follo wed my advice.

The christianization and -emenetpa
non" of the colonial slave had
nothing to do with l iberat ing him but
on the con trary had everything to do
with subjugating him . There was no
milk of human kindness animating
the heart of the missionary: the glory
0' God meant the prolit 01 England .

The Zulu nationality under Shaka saw
a need lor black uni ty. Shaka set out
to forge unity by 'o rce. Thus lett in
Its wake a destruction that boggles
the imagination. Society was In a
state of agonizing Ilux.

The missionary's station compnsed
a church, a trading store and fields
10rCUllivalion. Blacks began prcdcc
Ing for personal consumption: the
black peasan!"s way or liIe revolved
around producing for the market. His
seeeeet spatial oolonging trenecenc
ed the limited tribal wortd as he wc r
rled about the di sruptive eltec ts 01
war to his trade with distant cape
Town, say. His who le Irame 01
reference geared him towardS paying
allegiance to an as yet ill-clerined tar
nto rial entity, The tribe had grown ln
to the nationality.

We see lhal imperialism mani rested
itself In Azania in its worst lorm viz
settler-colonialism. Not content wllh
the appropriat ion 01 raw materials,
their processing in ilSown industries
and Its eventu al sale to the subject
gnalion at exorbitant prices, im·
perialism took over occupancy,
possession and ownership 0' the
land,

In fact, l his was absolutely necessary
for imperialism to survive. Plainly the
COlonizers were white and the col
onized were black: the blacks natural·
Iy seek to redress their historical
grievances and thus a primary goal 01
struggle in Azania Is repossession of
the land,

Cont rol of the Azenian masses was
achieved by military invasion, by the
imposition 01taxes, by the institution
of Ii~ed tenure, by laws providing ror
the disarming of black people, by
pass laws. Only the white settlers are
regarded as citizens 0' South Africa,

We come to a crucial point: the gran·

s



tlng 01 Independence to the colony
meant no actual change to Ihe IOClal
o rder. Bri tain si mply relieved het'$flll
01 the adm in ist rative duUes o f the
colony, all ow ing the aetlte" to be
thei r own ad m inlal raton . Bri t .ln
WQlJ ld no longer send admlnlstr.ton
to SA : Instead, she WQlJld aend
capital for investmen l . Many ctner
Brit ish colonies eg Nigeria wa..
gran ted " Independence" bul remain·
ed neo-colorlies. There wu only a
change 01 tece where l he darlIer hued
bec_ earel aken o f colorliaUam.
Afler 1910 whil e aeUlen sUll maIn·
tained Ihei r pri vilege a. colonial
"'asl... . The " Repu bl ic of SA"
deel~ In 1961 lurther lro:ze Ihi.
posilion: blacks were and a...Ull a. ·
cluded as citizen'.
One muSI here OOIe ttlal t he Millar
regi me deliberately allem pls 10
dislort h isl Ory by saying Ihal the ar·
rival o f blacks In SA colnc ided w ith
lhe arrival o f the Dutcfl (In l ae1 blacka
arrr.ed at least ai ghl cenluriea
belore!) and by eal ling the peopIa all
sons 01 derogalory n_ , ag a.nlu
(people). " &lstHnen" Wtd/(W " HotI_

tots" while retemllg 10 themMlltea as
lhe " . I nk....." I.e. Alne.., (lhi,
del iberate lennillOlOgy I' meanl 10
lMIl108st thai lhe Mil lers own t he
land and Ihat l he black peopla _
immigranla).

The " legalized" UDl lhal wulhe Act
01 Union was Inapl red by the Bam
boIta Rebellion. Tile lUI war 01
resislance 119061 a""mId t.... 1m·
penaliata In to unit ing I.... M ill....
Bambala said ·' he Alrican people
lost l he land on Ihe battlel ield and
can only regalnll on l he baUIeIIeId."

The 1910 Aet. then. served 10 seal lhe
partnership 0 Boer and Bri ton and is
a vest ige 01 colonial I'm . It con·
solidated the d ispossession 01 t he
black people politleally (and l o rmal·
ty extended the dispossessed to ln
eruee the so-called Indianl. Nol e Ihal
even by English eommon law prin.
Cipl&$(-.no da' quod _hal»!) this
" trans!er 01 land" 10 the A nglo-Boers
was rnveue.: armed robbers cannol
have a valid uue 10 Olher robbers.

Colon ial ism also furt her bal kanlzed
An nia by c reaUng the " protee·
torates' 01 Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland, Nole well that these pee
pie actuatty asked the Briti sh to pre
tee t t hem I rom t he boera l The eor
onlal consoli dation programme was
completed by " benevolenl " Britain
wilhout the need to lire a , Ing le
bu ll et.

We may argue thaI m e so-cal led
Xhosas, Sothos , Coloureds,lndlana,
Tswanas el e., because of their

landlessness and structured proper.
tylen ness, constitute a single black
natlon.li ty r.e.nation In em bryo. The
repoaseulon 01 land and the conse·
quent seizure o f pollUcal power is an
mllOlute necessi ly for the achieve
ment 01 nationhood in the specllic
eondlUona 01 Alani • . No te that Ihe
achlevemenl 01pollUcal power does
not necessarily mean Ihe ach ieve-
menl 01nationhood. Zambia, Uganda
etc h.ve gained poi ll ical i n·
depenllencelon-g belore Ihe pro<:ess
01nat lon·buildlng reached maturil y.
The ac qu lai lion 01 atate power
~Id'~ up unlly and ident il ica
tion wllh a clearty defined terrilorial
ent ily.

ee has long empl\aosized l he National
Questio n. The re cord s i n S ,
COOPER .. OTHERS at page 61
QUOIes'~ulion proposed by Tiro
In 1973 which uy, :

ThaI rhi , GSC nOl ing r" ar
SASO', policy ..II " ~rtJ 10
o ..".r."ip a"d p oliti ca l
ehMacrw 01 Ihi' eounlry c." ".
.~ploilfld br our _ In I~

r"el r 0"" ....s•.

Th.,.,on ..Ish". ro e~pllcm'l

.tar. 'lIal: 'h la counlry belong.
10 ~e. p«>pt. and to II",,,,
a/oll'. While. ..m Ii '" In ~
1M... Ihl ' eounlry on term s laid
do.." by Blac*.. a ftd on C<H'IdI
lIon lha""'"nsptICI tM Blac*.-rhi, ,houlrl no' ". COflStrued
aa an l l-whlli,m: i ' Drllr mNn.
rlla' I" a. much a. Blac~ pe0

ple live i" Europe on t_s laid
do..n br Europtn" s, while.
.haJJ I» .ubieclfd 10 Ihe same
eonditlo", .
We I ,," hM ..Is" to stat" ' ''a r In
QlJr ope.. , ion ..e . hall al ..a'ls
b. pro-SI.d.

The BC MoYemen t has cons istently
opposed the bal kanization 01 Alania
In to bantuslanl. In doing this the rul
Ing elu,ll . ttemptlng to impoae Its
Idea 01 who 01 w hat consUlu tes the
NATION. To say that Ihere are
various 'nati onal gro" ps' in 50tJth
Afric a (m ulll·nalionalism, mutt I·
rac lallam or nee-racialism) is to pro
pagate Ihe same ruli ng cl ass idea.
BC, by ccrureer, has long employed
the banner slogan ONE AZANIA,
ONE NATION . The Be Movem ent
' " ert l thel a lack nallonalism Is lhe
driving l orce 01 the struggle.

BC aasertl I hal b lacks su ller from
nat ional oppression and class e.·
ploltatlon and thaI the black Work ing
clu a ia l he vanguard 01the struggle.
Thl black people constitute tile core

"

01 the emerge nl Azanlan natlon, Tha
fo rmer selller-coionialistl will hava
to re-orientate themselvea l o become
Alani.ns. Their acceptabi lity to
Alan la Is condit ional on thei r wil l·
ingness to accept the rea lity 01 t he
new st ate. The BC Movemenl _ a
thalli la necessary to wed the Social
with t ile National Quest ion In order
to guarantIN that Ihe gain. 01 Il'Ie
revolul ion will nol be aabotaged by
treacherous petlt ·bourgeo ls
leadersh ip.

When imperiali sm began exploiting
Azarli" s m ineral weallh, l he.. ..u an
Influ . o f akilled wh ile workers 10lhe
cQlJntry . Thia group was In no t ime
el "",aled to a labour arlslocracy and
protected l rom competil ion by Ih'
black WOrkers. The Indust rial C0n
ciliation Act 0 1 1913 legalized Ihll
diYis-ion , formally dr_Ing l he roIll ta
IatIour a1l1oc'" Inl O the lUlingef_.
Thus lhe roIllle labour aliatocrat par.
ticlpated In legitimlztng '-'d rotlbIry
and .-nooaling 10 while MlI~n:Iom

87 '110 01 Azanla.

We reject l he nolion ol l nl emal col
onIaflam becauH It i. baaed on l he
Ialae assumpt ion Itlal t he ..hiles_
natr.ea 01 Azarlla. The absence 01 a
metropol ilan power makes $A a
semk:olony. Doctrines l ike In ternal
c:olonial ism _ unsubtle cone
,iona 10 Il'Ia h , ighlln'd eon·
sclousness 01 the black people. Euro
pean chauvin ism .imply refu_ to
recognize IIIe ri ght 01 national MIl.
delerminat ion _gsl black• . In
Azanla, I he mulll·rac lallalS or
PFOllressive-<lemocra" It.... modem
day m issionaries' try to pro~te

t flat Azarlia " belongs 10 al l ..no ll¥'l
in it , black and roIlite" . We repeal lhal
Alania is nol a prostllu te ..... Ich
belongs to ," or every body: Alanl'
belongs to the black people. BC la o f
tne vie.. that Inyariably the mosl
radical amongsllhe wI'I itn II Im bued
with rac ism and that no black person
can wis'" away hla PlacUCal e. ·
perience at Ihe handl 01 white
society.

Whilea wl'lo claim that they are cern
mitted to seeing a l o tal t ran slorm . 
t lon o f thi s soclel y meet slough off
the layers 01ruling clas rac ist eece
trination and se ll ·lnduced raclallsl
prejudice and begin acHvely to oe
nounce l heir henl age olland'~bery,

and proclaim the legitimacy 01 na·
tional sett-dete nr sneuon led by Ihe
black working class, subm erge the ir
Instincti ve herrenvolk and hegemonic
desires.When auc h primary stagnol
re-soctauzatc n are tot ally e.perlenc·
ed , suc h persons are on I he road to
becoming Alan ians.



National Forum

Africa shall be free when Azania
is liberated

The road
ahead

This position statement emerged as a result of the
deliberations held at the National Internal Summit on
the Nkomati Accord at Edendale on 21·22 April 1984.
The NFC appreciated FRELIMO'S dilemma and em
phasized that the Black people of Azanla need to gather
their vital reecurcee . only the liberation of Azanla can
mean liberation for Africa.

We, th e oppressed and exploited
people of Azanla, are wit nessing lhe
IntenallleaUon of the lmperlallat to
assaull and hegemonic Interests In
the region wh ich is aimed at sterrsn
ing t he tide of t he l otall iberal ion of
the people of South Africa.

We note wit h concern the role some
stat esmen In Southern Africa h8\'e
played in that they have beecme
tools of imptl rialism by promoting the
gene ral pro ject of weakening the
liberation movement and entrenching
racism in South Africa.

For thi s reason the National lntemal
Summit called by th" Nat ional Forum
Committee has examined the follow
Ing Issues and passed Ihe following
reSOlu tions:

, 1. Our "..o lve In "'Olrd 10 the
Fronliine ate' ••.

We acknowledge that the Frellmo
Government despite its valiant st rug
gle against Portuguese co lon ialism
and its suppo rt lo r liberation strug·
gles in SOuth Al rica ....as com pelled
to sign the Nkomatl Accord under ex
treme pressure. Constrained by the
herit age 01their colonial past and by
economic and mil itary consider.
no ne beyond their con trol, t hey
chose this dangerous path-ol placing
their lalth In the hands of South
Al r lca's designs and Amarlcan
Imperiali sm,

2. Wlrnlng to Fronlllne Stlln .

Against this backg round we wish to
st rongly remind the Frontline states
and other signltoriea 10 the Lusaka

Manll esto 01 1969 that the oestacms
lng ellorts and accords In the region
con tradict even the moderate sen
tlments of that manilesto.

We also .... ish 10 impress upon the
Front line States that the political
developments In this country have
reached a poinl where it is necessary
lor them to reassess their position
and to take heed and not dilute and
distort the aspirations and ideas 01
the oppressed and exploited masses.

3. On t'- national convention and tile
civil nght l struggle.

We rejec t Ihe idea of encouraging a
national convention as a strategy by
the N ling class and thei r allies which
will ent rench po....er In the hands 01
the racist capil alist regime and their
pup pets, and thereby betray the
st ruggl e l or tot al liberation.

It is In this context th at the reduction
01 the stNggle lor national sett
detennination to a mere ci vil rights
campaign Is con demned as a gross
misrepresentation 01 the revolu·
tionary character 01 the stNllgle .

We reit erate that our struggle is one
lor national seU"etermlnation ....hich
Is characterised by:

• The reconquest of the
land;

• The building of en Azanien
nation through an ongoing pro
cess of stfllggle;

"

• The IN d9fship of the black
....orking class;

• A socialist characler end
con tant.

• Anl/·imperialism

5, T'- loren ol Ub. ration

We view the stNggle for liberati on as
a single st ruggle ....aged by various
liberation torces and we eee t he
Nkomatl accord and related awents In
S....azlland, Lesotho and other ccun
tnee as a ttlmporary setback.

We, therefore, consider the weaken
ing 01any 01 these as a blow to thtl
ent ire libe ration movement.

6, The road ahead.

In the Ilghl of the Nkomatl Accord the
focus 01 OUf st ruggl e .... ill undoub·
tably shi lt onto the internal arena. In
this circumstance Ihe liberat ion
tcrcee are presented wllh an historic
opportun ity to tum a ....eakness into
a st rength.

More than ever belore it is incumbent
on us to promote practical princ ipl.
ed unity of all organisations 01 the
oppressed and exploited peep1e,

The Nkomat i Accord indirectly ex·
tends Ihe reservoi r of cheap black
labour on which the racist , capit ali st
regime thrives and this threat to thtl
labour movement musl be met by tn
tensilying organisation and stNggle
in trade unions and other working
class structures.



A Black Eye's View

An apple a day keeps Marxists away. •
J

The trople.1 s un beal do*"
~11esaIyupon the tarred , ueell of
M~IO. l-.npeffld some.......a! by ll'\tl
mollli . 'ndl blowing in from the In·
d ian Ocean . 8<l1 even the humkNy
could not da'Tlpen the tensiOn tn.'
~ to ....... gopped ....ryone
from lhe top echelon. 01 the P.ople"
Party to the lowliest o f pe..,ant• .

The reilSOn for ,.... despondency was
not hard to l ind: everybody these
d ay . ...u going to bed on a
some,.,h., light stomach. It was •
long time etnce the rains las! lashed
the usuall y lush valleys and plains ot
Mozambique.

Rai l'll . by tr.e way. Not the de.lrue·
live hav oc wreaked by the
th uMft,..tonn. 11'1.1 accompanied •
cy(:1one cal led - ", hal , Domoi",,?
Another cyclone, as though lo ld 01
ho... _ily Oomoina had ~ .ast.
llle peasAnt , ' '.rm, inMozamtwque.
followed lOOn .

Thi' 1.lle, dest ruct;..., fo rce also
_I'll by tne be..I,'ul name 01 a girt.
II *_ cal led Im bOa-

AS tl'l()u.gl'llhe c:yc:1onet. n., not been
eoou<;1"' . t he 1!'I_year drought ece
t Inued 10 kill .hal _ , crop. t l>e tar·
ming community PI., tried to ,aise.
E~erybody was l im ply I t /lrvi ng in
MOz/IITlb ique, thol,lgh il was not a
seourge unlql,le to Ihat land alone,

All tneee Ihoughtl played slowly in
the mind o. Samora III he sat beneath
• hugoo multi-eolou red Umbllllls in tne
garden of his palace. E....n though tne
shade pro~ided by the hUgoo PlIlasol
was larl)e and eccr erlO\lgh , he still
....Olll his dar!< green military e ilP·

He strokad the fuu of beard on his
ehin and lned 10 o:ome I,IP ....itl'l solu·
lIOns. bul eacl'l l ime someth ing
erossed l'Iis mind il ...... .. speoed ily
d is<:8rdId. " ngri ly fie bel<oned Joac:.
quim. h is M,nister ol F~on " " ai rs .

··Joac:qu im, I th ink you would be G
ing a f... beller job if you eoneen
tr_tl(l on wI'II! ... happening right
flere I! I'Iome Ih., in ot fler landl .
What do you e_peellfle peasoanlilo
eat in thi_ l ime 01ed reme distress?
Do you e.peel them 10 e l! e.... ,"
barked Samora ....hll. lie
simull/lneOU,ly suppressed a eold
SIli....r a! lhe I l'Ioughl o f """I! lllat I..t
,ema'" had led 10 in Franee.

Joac;qu lm had been sitt ing not ' ar
f,om his pee" also lost In his own
though ts. II Samora had been th ink ·
Ing ebou t tbe d,ought and the
eyei on.. and hungry stom aehs.
Joacquim ....as th inking 01 full bell ies
eisewhe,e .

He had jusl relurned ffOfTl Pretoria
and Cape Town . here fie had been
'eled a' some 01 tee most ...I..tle
plau'l fIe hid ...., been 10 In all h i'
Iile. and ......eageriy _1II1ng a return
, rip. On'y fie did know ....hen Iha!
wou ld Il~pe<t .

•

"



•
Dead men

tell
no tales

" I understand that the people are
hungry, Comrade, but I have a pro
mise of si x million tons 01 the
,hoitest 01 Cape apples II only you
... 111 be prepared to be seen w ith your
arch-enem y Boater In public. I have
it here. in wri t ing, that II you can sign
some document or other we will all
begin eating a little bit more," Jcac
qutm said.

Samora knew it too, knew lully well
thai jf he sig ned along the dotted line
he would In a way be " opening
sesame" lor himself, But unlike Jose
quim. he was also aware that such a

:tSeemlngly Innocent exercise li ke
scrawling his InItials on papers
dretted In Pretoria had its own
dangers,

" I have always said it will def in i tely
be a long spoon that I wil l need to
sup with any oevu. r have also always
stressed the care 10 be taken when
accepting bullets coated with sugar,
forthey are as lethat as those 01lead.
Have you not yet learnt that it is
foolhardy to accept any gifts from the
Greeks?" inquired Samora.

" Be very carelul, Comrade. Boater Is
not a Greek. He and his people have
made il clear that they will die to
preserve their nat ional ident ity. He is
Af rikaner," ' re torted Joacqulm,
classics never ha'ling been one of his
passions.

) amora ignored him and thought 01
another obstacle,

" If we sign that thing. Joacquim. do
you reause we will have nobody left
to blame? Whom will we start calling
the " forces of dar,<.ness" and "runn·
ng dogs 01the system?" Whom will
we start labell ing an " imperial ist ago
gressor?" Whom will we accuse of
co lon iali sm, because having signed
will have made uStheircolony?Think
bright, man, and eam your escudos: '
said Samora.

But the lure 01 the apples had got
hol d of Joacquim. and he was not to
be put of by any amounl 01 chiding,
Just as Ihe Biblical Eve fell 101 the
magical chafTTls of the frui t, so did
the gullible minister lor other lands,

" The apples, Samora. the applesl
Justlhink about it l Six mill ion tons
of those sweet li ttle things ! My soul!
Six mil lion tons, Samora! Si x

million: ' he cooed.

Samora's taste buds were already
tingling to the Imagined taste 01the
f rui t. though he would not admit II
outright.

tnstead he said: " Alright. I will sign
the im perialis t-inspired papers, I witt
sign lor the aparthe id apples, It wi ll
be done in the name 01 peace, and we
mi ght just appease he peasants. But
what if lenin turns in his grave once
he discovers that we are given apples
by tne capitalists and cororuerrsts of
this world?"

Joacqulm did not bother about what
l enin might do. He was a firm
believer in the theory that dead men
tell no tales . All he wanted to hear
had been said, and t t-e apples would
soon be rolling over the waves 01 the
Indi an Ocean in their millions,

Quick as a ueen he bolted Inside
Samora's palace and made for the
telephone. His hands were trembling
and he could scarcety hold the lnst ru
ment because of his excitement .

He d ialled Pretoria and as soon as
the connection was made he rasped
into the mouthpiece, "Is that Baas
Boater, please? I want to speak to
Baas Boater! "

The man on the other end said , "It is
sees aetna. Praat, jongl "

Joacquim could no longer ho ld his
exci tement : "Oh. my baas! Oh, my
great baas! When can I come to see
you again? Today. perhaps? This
afternoo n? Please. baas!"

" In connec tion with what is it, man?
You is not talking properrrly, and I am

in a bi g hurry because, you see, you
people mut answerr that we must
meet at the Nkomatl place otherr
rwlse we come again and destroy
ycurrr places . You seeT

But Joacquim had seen too much
destruction 01his tathertend to care
about any more bombings , He was
not about to tell " Boater" over the
phone what he had.

He wanted a good excuse to go to
Pretoria fo r some more good toed
and wines and he would not throw
away such a magni licent op portuni·
ty by saying anything over the
tetephone,

"Baas, I have good news. I want to
...." he started, but was cut short ,

" Alright man. I am sending an tmpala
lighterrr plant to pick you up now.
see? I will be wait ing lor you and I
want good news. The radio and televi·
Sian peop le s here want ne ws
posilively, see? There are also these
newspaperrr peoples , see?"

Joacquim was by no w besid e
himself . He said: " Baas, I am coming ,
please have the T-Bone steak. the
rice , custard and je ll y, Ice-cream.
milkshakes , strawberry jam. those
yellow peaches in syrup, the
koek sustere that the Missus bakes
so nicel y .. ...

The othe r man was equalty delighted.
but for other reasons. He saw that the
carrot and slick method was sti ll an
effec ti ve weapon, eve n thou gh
bombs every now and then settled
most disputes even II the disputes
were of an imaginary nature.

" Alght, Joacqutm, right . You will eat
li ke a good boy tonight. rcteiene.:'



The Conflict
A clash of culturesUnde rstand ing the nature of

psychological oppression 10 discover
precisely where one f it s In th e
scheme of things In an unequal
aoclety requi res that we briefly ex·
amine the history of the confl lcllhat
has de'leloped between the cppreee
ed and the oppresaor.

In 1652 Jan van Riebeeck and his par·
ty landed al the Cape. That date
signified for the peoples of thls coun·
try the beginning of the battle 001·
ween Ihe Indigenous people and the
white colonisers from Europe.

From the outset ther", d",v",loped a
eeemet of lnt",r",sts In that the cot
enreere aoughl to "'xplolt the wealth
Of the land al th", exPtlnse of the in·
dig",nous people.

Th", indig",nous people themselves
saw the colonlsers as e threat to their
continued ex ist ence and th", l r
righ1ful ownersh ip 01 the land.
Therefore, the Indigenous people
oogan to resist Ih", ettone of the cot
enreere to encreeee upon what was
nght fully theirs.

In the beginnin g the conflict took th",
form ot a s",n",s ot skirmish",s bet·
ween the Khol and San people
against th", ootcn ccicnteere. The
skirmishes fonowed upon disputes
over land and cattle.

These military attacks were bound to
end with th", colonisers being more
successful because of thei r superior
milit ary power. As the colonisers

realised that there was much 10 be
reaped trom the 1811(\ they atepped up
their campaigns agalnsl the Kholsan
and eventually defeated them.

The Khoisan people were literally
wiped off the fac", of Ihe earth by the
coroeree-ewho used a variety of taco
tics to win the ir ball lea for
aupremacy, and lost little time In sub
jugat ing the Indlgenoua people in
whom they aaw a r"'ady labour force .

As It haa been seen th roughout the
world where Europeans Invaded
other lands, the colonlsers had a par
tlcular vlewot the originallnhabil ants
of the land.

For Jan van Riebeeck and hla party,
the inhabitants of this land were
'savages', 'simple·minded', 'dirty',
'quarrelsome' , and a 'nuisance'.

They also regarded Ihem as 'pagans'
(non-Christian) and thus looked down
upon the people they came into cce
tact wit h In thi s part ot the world .

This superi ority complex gave the
coicmeers the excuse that they re
quired to be able to oppress the pee
pie and exploit Ihe land. They eeuev
ed that they had the authorlly from
God to 'c ivilize' the indigenous pee
pi", who had become the children at
satan.

What we witnessed In this part of Our

hiatory was the meet ing at t wo dif·
terent ways of living. The one more
mili tari ly and technically advanced;
the otherstl ll emerging trom it's own
feUdal development .

Not only was th is a clash ot two dlf.
terent economic systems; but It was
also a claah of two different culturea,
t wo different value systems.

The powerful system was able to
defeat the weaker one. After the
deteat of the weaker system the con
queror set about a task of ccmprete-
Iy deatroying the vest iges of that
system. It did ao to more easily con
trol and manipulate the deteated pe0

ple ao that they could be oppresaed ~

and exploi ted to maintain the power
and the privilege ot the stronger
system.

However, unli ke In the other afeil$
where there Wil$ a clash of systems.
In South Africa the ccnqvercre did
not develop an aaslmllative strategy,
I.e. they did not Incorporate sections
of the defeated people Into their
system. Ralher they opted for a
system of exclusion where the
deteated people became the hewers
of wood and the drawere of water.

A clear divlalon was mar1<8d btllween
the ruler and the ruled based upon
the colour of the skin. Whites were
the rulers and blacks were the ruled.

"



The I lrst step 01 the COnqueror was
to bre ak down Ihe beliefs of the con
Quered, and the church led the way
In this, The next step was to break
down the language, the dress, eeoce
ti on process and the cunurat
traditions.

Clash
of
cultures

We have seen that the ru le~ had a
certain view of the ruled . They saw
the ruled as non-Chrtetlan, and so
they brought in lila chu rc h to effect
a campaign of 'miaslooising' the in·
di genous people .

Who needs the civilisation of the oppressor?
THE CHURCH

The Christian Church was used as a
(001 10 'c ivil ize' the indilillnOllS peo
ple, in that It broke down the t rad i·
tional value system s with in th e In
dlgenous community alld replaeoo
them with the ~alues and Ideas of the
Christian world.

This meant th at the indigenous pee
pie were urged \0 reject t hemselves
and their own way ot looking at the
world and see themselves as they
were def ined by their new teachers .,
The cmrrcn's role di d not begin atter
the military campaign but in some in·
etencee wanl ahead of the m l ltt a~ ats .

Missionaries such as David L1 v·
Ing stone are good examples 01 the
tc reeeerera 01 the 'Christian word '.
They came to Alrica in the belief that
they were charged with a mission by
God :0 '~Iv i lile ' the people 01Darllest
Afr ,ca ,

Their task lay on persuading the in·
dlgenous people to del lne
themselves in terms laid down by the
gospel 01Christianity. They were call -

ed upon to rejed the tradit ional
methods 01 worship, to hate their
pasl, them selves and their own
peo ple.

Everyth ing had to be rede fi ned In
terms 01 Chris ti ani ty . However, the
Indigenous peop le found it difficult
to come to terms wit h a religion that
called upon Ihem to relinquish
'materlal l h lngs' and li ve in Ihe hope
ot a ple asant 'herea!!er'.

They could nol come to te rma with
the jealous God who took everything
away Irom t hem and gave nothing
concrete In return. And when the pee
ple rejec ted the Christian teachings
the mili tary migh l of th e Europeana
moved In,

Having been defeated the peo ple
were forced to reject themselvea; and
were forced to accept the dictates of
the rulel1l, The way of lite determ ln·
ed by the Ch rist ian found the
deleated people always In a position
of subservience because they could
not do anything without being told by
their masters.

MENTAL CRIPPLING

This proce ss led 10 Ihe mental crlp·
piing 01 Ihe Indigenous people. No
tonger were the people allowed to
make decisions about thei r li ves.
Now they tound Ihal decisions were
being made lor them. And whanever
the people res isted, the military
mlghl ot the co nqueror came down
heavily upon them.

All the while the conquerors were l ak·
Ing away Ihe land, and recruiting from
the conquered for thei r labour. This
caused, wlt hlng the black people, the
development 01 an nteeee . a ty pe 01
cullure shock · where they lound that
their h istory, thei r culture, their
language and their weallh was slow·
Iy disappearing.

Thus, In their minds Ihe people
became lost They did not know what
to do. In mo st societies whe re the
ccicnreer had oeteaee the will 01 the
people there developed a numbar of
syndromes which we shall discuss In
the next issue.

(TO be continued)



Ourst~ fornllllonlllilberstlon Is
dlre<:l-el agslnst th. hlstori<:ally
' ...ol ....d tylt.m 01 •.cltm and
capitalism whlcfl holds the paopIe 01
AzarlIa In~ for the benellt of
the small minori ty of ttle populallon,
i.•. tM eapitalls" wid thotlr allies, lhe
while ....o rk.... and 11'1. r.&eUonary
seellons of the mlddl. c luses. Th.
st ruggla againsl apartheld, t herefore,
Is no more than the point 01 d.par·
ture lor our llberltory ello rts .

The Bl&ek wofltlng Cia.. Inspl r&d by
revolutlOflary conllClouaness Is the
drt ...Ing fo~ 01 our alruggte lor nil
tionW Ml l-de tarmlnatlOflln a unilary
AzarlIL They alone c.-. end lhe
sy"ern as It "wlds tod. y bee....se
they aJona 1'1_ nothing at all 10
1ooaa.1lIay 1'1_. wotfd to g,aOn In.
demOC....lc. antl-rKltt and .aclalist
Amnia, .mar. the int_ta of fhe
woRars~l be powamount through
WO<1<er control 01 the _t 01 pro.
ductlon. ditlrtbutlon and.xchange.
In tt>a .aclalild .-public of AzaoIa tt>a
land and alilhat bMongs to " shalt
be wholly owntod and controlled by
tt>a Aanlarr J*I pie. 1lIa usage of ttIe
land wid til ttllilKC~ to It thall be
timed at ending all aXploitatlon.

It it the hltlonc lask 01 the Black
wor'IIng cl.. and Its orvanl1idlOnt
10 mobilia the opprnaed people In
order to put an and to the system 01

The Manifesto

oppreaalon and . xplolt atiOn by the
while ruling clast.

OUR PRINCIPLES
Succe..ful conduct 01 lhe nallonal
tlberallon ttruggle d.pends OIl the
l inn bas'a of prlnclpl. whereby we
will .nsu.. that thl liberat ion strug·
gle will not be lurned agalnsl our cec
pl. by treac herous and opportunIstic
"leaders" ,nd Ilber,l lnlluences. The
most Impo rt,nl 01 these principles
are:

• Antl ·ra cl . m, anll·
ImPl'rl. Ii . m and a "'''$tll;. m.

• Antk:ol,.~t/on ....i t" the
ruling cia..MOd an til all,., and
poIl 'lcM Inll"'_".

• Ind ap anden t ....o'klng
cia.. orrJ'nllallon, '"" from
bouTfJ'OiI InnWflcas.

OUR RIGHTS
In~ wllh theN Pl10ciples
tt>a following rtghlt ~l be ent~
ched In Al¥lla.:

• TIN right '00I00lfI .• 5,.,. pIO.../.1OtI of Iraa and
compulsory aducallon for .11.
EduClUon 'hall be gHred

"

lo.ard./lbaraling Ihe ~anlan
peopte from all oppr..slon. all'
ptoItaUon and IgnOTllnca.

• Sial. provl.lon of ad.
quate and dacanl hou.lng for
a//.

• Slale pro...llion ot frea
hHlth, I~I, tee'HUonal and
othar community ......Ic.. Ihat
wm ..spond polillvely 10 Ille
nMdS ot Iha people.

OUR PLEDGES
In order 10 bnng Into efleet these
rtgh" 01 the Azt,nlan people, we
pltdge ourselYllt to ttruggle Ureless.
ly lor.

• Tha aboIutlotr of a" It. ..
iIllIl'utlotr. and Itlltude. 'hal
dlscn"",." apaiIlI' ourpeopa
011 lilt lMlJI 01 colour, sall,
rtllg/on, /lingua", or c::Jatl.

• rhe ~"ttf1l1ll;OII of 'ha
bantu,'.n flum.n dumping
grourttl. lnto a utili..., Azanlll. '

• rfla lormallon ot l-.de
union. Inti . 11/ n.lg"'en
r....olutlon.,y wo, _.,
con.eiou_tl.

• rtlt dtvalopmanl of on.
".IiorMl culture Inl ptred by
loclllllil .... ,IIat.
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The Gremlin Strikes
The ptln!el", greml,n ,on havoc w ,ltl
franillolil Voh.Ime , Number 2 6. 3
(Ju ly/August 198011. The Ed ilOfiOl
CoIleetive wishes to OC)OlOgi2e kJf
the numefOUS ertOfS In rtI(Il M ,I\On.
In the OI1lCle ••o\lopo bgrlb bock
agallllt SIote octIon" (pages 4-01 On
entire c h unk. Including me Iulilelf
of the SASO Polley MQn,leSlo (see
accompanying boo) was onuned.
PleoS8 Insert the fo llowing portion
olter lhe comple te SASO PoliCy
Mor.ll e l l o a nd betore the I lrsl
paragraph on pag e S (ie lhe
po.oglo p h beginning " 'n S ...

Nok..... ancI Othen .. ,t-
In etfecl. what /h(t M ini, ,., ot Low
and OrdM orgued was rtI(Il /he
m(f'" p rOOOrJ0 t ion 01 Block
Consciolw>lru is an unlawful 01·
Ienee. ThtouflhO<.tt Ihe t'HtotifIQ. the
M ml&19f a rgued /hOI ,..., requited
copies 01 fnMk ToIlc os ''''llb,1S In
o n ;mminffflf criminal prOHCulion.
obviousI)'based On section 13 01 !tie
infernal 5ecurl ry Ac t, In /he end. /he
Slate waf fffl~lled 10 keep 2S copies
of Itle~l;_os exh ibits,SBc~on
20 at Ihe Cr,miroo/ Prccedllfe )lc t
{]I W!'S &>0_ 10 /tie poliCe 10 HIlle

materiol b ul roy' nothing about
1'10... long ttley can ,eloin such
rDOIfN/OI. 11ltt JudgtlIound 1haI _
It the $8UUift ot ",. goods WOlI
uoimPf'OC/lObHf. 0. We, hod no
tight 10 reJoin mont /han 0 hondfuJ
ot /tie cope. 01 the~_and
Il<>d 10 reIum ".. rwI 01 the c~ ell
10 AZAPO: "1M magazine hod not
biNtl txJnt'>e<j ooa.e...". If iIS Import
was wI'tOl {Ott Well believed /flor 10
be, /he mere possession or II wasby
no meam unlo w/ul , (Nda benlJ was
at Ilbe".,. 10 pos.uIss ii, and as many
cop.es of i r as he liked,"

CONTlNUfD ON PAGE 9

SASO Policy Manifesto
t . SASO is a I lo Ck ,fuden~

o<gonilO1iOtl wort lng lOf 1tle
IlberOhOn oA 1tle llOCk man htll
hom psychological oppr_
lion by Ihem . e lve . th rou g h
Inlerlorlly complex a nd
5eC:ondly from !he physlcat
one occurring au! 01 l iving In
a wt ute rocilllOCiely.

2 We define Block people 0lI
mQIe ..no o'e by low 0< Ifod~

han. polil'iCOlly, _ oomOcoIly
ond IOCKlIIy dlloCriminoted
000..>51 0lI a ",cup in It-.
Soulh African lOCiely and
ldentllylng Ihem",,"'''' 01 a
unll In the sln.lggie IOwQrd.the
reallzolion of Ihel r Oopir01lons,

3, SASe eeneves 1I10t'

0) South Afrleo II a CO\lnlry In
wh ich b Olh I lo ck a nd
while live and shall eee
lin_ 10 live together.

bl !he while mon m ust be
mode OWOO'e !hot one II
...-- port oA ...1OIution 0<
pOfl oA file problem.

c l In Itoll conleld, eeeecse of
!he P!'M leges ceeeeeee 10
Ihem by legislatIon and
because ollhe" conhnued
ma intena n c e a lan
QPP!'eSlive regime , wh lle l
helve delined 1tlemselvM
0 1 port 01 ",. problem.

d ) Theretore, _ belleVO:lIhol
In oIllTOOI"", 'eIohIlg 10 mot
struggle 1OwOr0l .eolizing
au' ospif0II0l ..... 'oIf'hlIM mull
be ""cluded.

e l This otIilUC!t' musr no! be
In""preted by Bloch 10
Imply 'o n ll-wh!leism' buill
merely a mOfe po$ltlve
way ot OIIOlnlng a normal
srrucnon In Saulh Africa.

1) In p u rsuil of Ihll cnrecnon
1tlerefOfe. PM~ol c~

toet w i'" whileS. !tlough it
should not be Ieoislated
000'N1, mull be diicou.'
aged elP9Clolly ~e "
IeOds 10 m ltilale ogolll$l
",. behe~ _ hok:l deor .

• . 0 1 SASO uphokl$ ",. concept
a t Block Conscloulnell
a nd Ihe drive lowa rd l
Bla ck a wo,eneu 01 the
mall logical and , Ig nlll ·
cent mean. 01 ridding ocr
lel_ 01 !he shockiellhal
b in d 10 1 10 perpetual_.....

b l SASO oehneI 8loc:k ceo
.etOUI/'I8U os Iollow$.
I) Block Comciaulnel:l is

on OIIltude 01 m,nd, a
way 01 ~Ie.

III !hebol.k:lenelol ilock
ConlClousneu II II1at
the Black ma n mUl l re
[ect all value IYI !eml
IhoIIeeilIO moIee him a
lO<eigne< in !he country
01 hll birlll ond ,e<tuce
h ll eene h uman
dlQ"lty.

~iJ The 8loc:k man m us!
buIld up h. 0*Il value
$¥118m$. see h inueit a s
",It<leflne<! and nol
cs.l ined by 0II\8f1.

iv) ,~ concept 01 810ck
Con,ciou.neu Im p he,
Ihe c wc renee b y Ihe
Block people o f the
pc_ they w ield 0 1 a
g'oup, bolh econo
mICally and pol,t,colly
and hence g'oup
ool'IeilOll and iolKJcio I I~

ore lmportant IacetI 01
llock ConICIou$ne$$.

v) Ilock Conscloulllell
WIll o lwoyl be enhOne
eel by the totollty aI in
vOlvemenl aI 1tle op
pressed people. ~nce
Ihe message 01 Blo c k
ConICiousneSi hOI 10
be spreod 10 r.ceh a ll
sechoni aI ",. Block
community.

c) SASO occepb the plem_
!hot beloIe the lIIoc:k pe0
pIe)Din the opero IOC""",

2

fIIey should 1lti1 close ""1,
,onl<$. 10 101m lhemlelvel
IntQ a solid group to 0p
pose Ihe dellnne racism
thai is metee out by fhe
while soclely, to work oul
their d irectIOn cleo,1V a nd
bargain flom a pa$lllon 01
. " eng th . SASO bellevel
!hot a Iouly opero IOCIetV
con only be ocl'\ieVed by

""""S. SASO believes !hot file eon-
00tPf01 tntegrOflOfl connol be
reatized in on almolptwf. of
suspicion and m istrusl
In tegraHon doel not mean a n
oilimllalion at Bloeh inlO on
alread y eltobli lhed l e I 01
no,m , d ro wn up cnc
moIlvotecI by while lQCieI'I'. ln
IegrohOn Im pl lel .... portlc~

poflOfl tIy Ind'vlduals In a
g .ven IOClety a nd PlopoI
IIOf lO1e co<*ibution 10!he JCWlf
C\lllure 01 Ihe SOCiety by all
constrtuenI",OUPf. following
"'" oetlnillOn. therelOfe, SASO
believ"," lhal inlegr01lon daeI
nol need to be enfOfced Of
worlle<:l fOf. In l""rallon IOIIowi
o utoma ticolly when the dooIl
10 prejudice are ctcsec
through me OIIa lnmeni 01 a
lUll and free lOCiety,

6 . SASO believes !hot a ll ",cups
allegedly WQr1l.1ng 10< " lnieQ
,oIlQIl- 1n SoutI'I ""itO .. . and
here _ note In part;cu1O< Ihe
PoOliJ'eui'Ie Porty and ~
tibelo l I/l$MUIIQIl$ _ .. or. nol
working 10< Ihe k ind ol lnt9g
.alion thol would be accept
a b le 10 the Black ma n . The l.
o "emptl are directed merely
0 1rela~lng c e rtain oppreilive
legilia lloni a n d to allow
I locU lnlO while-type society.

7. SASO, w!'l ile uPholding IheIIf!f
belief$. r_enheleAw~ 10
sIotoIIhaI8Iock CollieKll_
should not be OIIOCicrted with
OIly polillcol porty or sIogOn.



SOg~': M r B,kO, stili ta lk ing
Oboul !he q ueltlOn 01 interlof·
iIV, you, il l may lnlfoduc .. th is
poinl In a eeftaln way, an OM~

cle " _ ile whal I like" by
Fronk Talk , , . " Fear _ a n
Impo.lo n t Del e.mlnan t In
South AttiCOn Po lilleS" , who
_ ole thof?
&ko: I _ Ole ttlOI
.AK:Jge bhoIf b • Anne.....e IS'?
II th Ol by F.onk Taik?
"'ko: Tho! '- .~t ,
Judge 8oIhon: brI 'l number 9
lStnni Moodley) Fronk Talk?
B,ko: No. no, he WOI never
f.rank Talk. I WOI Fra nk Talk.
llough",,~

SOggo' M 'lofd , !he Indl(:lmenl
a lleged Ihot he c ompiled
and,or wrote 'I. but in Ioc1 it
WOI never ....er suggeIIed Ihgt
Number 9 _ Ole thl$. Anne_ure
9, fOCUI - " UQOndan Al ians
and the le llOns lor us" ?
Blto ; 'lei .
SOggo/: Who w'o te thot?
'ito: I w'o te thot.

Ste ve B'ko wa s elected Public ity
Secre tary o f the Sou lh A!f ican
Sludenl$ Organlrallon (SASOl ln Julv
1970. The SASO N. w , l. tt., begon
a p peoring In lIug ull 1970 carrying
a Mlc les by B'ko (ond~J ..ntitled
" . _ ite what I hk,, " and I lgned
" f l a nk Ta lk" , The obovo eneoct IS
from the $ASO'B"C IfIOI

ThiS magaz,ne II proud to be
anoc lot"d w llh lhe nome o f
Stephen Bantu B'kO ond !he Iegoev
Ihat he lell !ofAxwliani ond !of
Ioven ol humonrty evervwt>It'e. The
ht.. and !he deoth 01 Boka a re on
inspwotioQn to 'evoIu!lQnQflel wt\eI'.
8YeI they mcv be

The 8Iock ConIeIousnea Movement
has demarCOled the 6tn to the 12th
ol SepIember or-v~ os ~Ngnon.

0 1Block COntcioulneq Week" and
!he 12th 01 $eptember is com
memaraled the world o ver as
B,ko day

Th'- IIIue 01 F....... Tal.. toeu,," on
the lile a nd death 01Steve B,ko and
oilers a sampling 01 hil Wl' it lngs, The
workl 01 B'ko chosen lor th iS esue
corw;:enlrale on the prirw;:lples at
Black SolIdo,lty and nee-ceneeeec
tlo n, in the light 01the magnl licent
victory at the op pr..ssed a nd th..
explo ited In rejec ting the sho m
etecucns perpetrOI..d bV tne Botha
'eg lme a nd III mlnlonl, tn..... p rin
clplet o t Black COnsciousness novo
mown th..l, d urab ility a nd tIlelr
viability In tile ieee 01 devilish e l'torts
to perpetuale an obtoIItle social
st'uctu'e,

it ho. been asserted Ihot Sleph..n
Blko '"IS ou, magn,fylng glon,

Editorial
Th'ough h im a nd nil tale a who le
speclfum 01 SOuth AlfiCOn ,eollty Is
" xposed, PerhapJ, 11WQlaJways viSi
ble; but now il comes sharply inkl
teces. WhOI wal c o n luSing is
c ia" lied, WhOI was obscur.. i.
,evealed In the Iole 01 Steve B'ko is
encaptUloled the truth about South
A!r1CO 1Odoy, and the truth about itS
.....enTv·... m ill ion c !flzeonl. tour-liflhl
BlOCk and one-f''''' wI'lite: · (Apnl
197a~ B,ko'l deoth s/'lOWs Ihat our
QOpfellion II IOkJI cod rhot tI'lOse
who oppreu Ul jOintly cod severa l
ly agr_ on Ihe perpetuQtion of evlb
0QCI' ns1 us. /rom the " Slmple while
man- to the reol CktIIrov-s of block
lives in the "Hoose ol Assembly" , In
tile Soutll A!rteon Detence force
and in commerce and industry,
When the chlpJ, or" down, !hey will
a ll go to unbelievable lengths to
protect !hei, while intereslS. Q1M,.
wise how does one expla in tile tokll
connivance 01 conce. the courts
and occrces In !he mu.der ot Ste ve
B,k01

SIeve llito and the 8lOck ConscIOUS
nell Mowernenl hlled a palpable
poIitiCOl vacuum by Ifooslating !he
existentia l ex~riellcet 01 t he
oppreue<l into a levOlutionary
ph,loIoptov wl'lOM WOlChword "'01

ond'-I~oetw:in. To those
demeflled I,beral. in bIoclc mosJ<s
who ....... to.edl.Jee the IigflIIIconce
at the Block COntcIOfAfleM Move
menl to " 0 lurlace-operating
complimentary movemerrt'" to tile
h istoriCOl orgonilallON, _ bring
Slev.. Biko .. our wilneA,

" In a sense, !he Black People 's
Convontlon II "'e mostpo_,.
lui o 'gan lzo llo n a mongst
Blaekl , but "'Is It nard to dete,·
mine e xactly , I inee tile IINC
and lhe PAC are t>anned as
organlZOtionl, wh ich meant
l hat they have a kind ot
g ..neeeuen gap creetem.
mere Is 0 ....hole g ..ne,a llon
now tha i has not been In·
tluenced by "'e ANe and the
PAC. In any eo.., the actual
ldentillcalion 01 people w i'"
lIle I "C It '''Oflg When I PUt it
"' i. ""'OV, I do not '*Onl to g ivo

3

tile Im preMlOfl lhat the 'elalion
t>etween these orgonlzcrtions i$
one at competition. There w ill
be _ mo.emeol 01 revolt
OQCIlnsI IIl<J tyIIem ol lfljustiCe.
To be sure, there are the usual
d 'vislont d ue to bockground,
but in ""m$ 01 the revoIuhon
there is uorty ..
-lI lltervlew w ,Ih BernO.d
l yblr'a, Juty 1977l-

It '- worm nOln"g rhot one of the
eor~ on which the BlOCk
COntc~ Mo . e" ....... '- OOill '
the bel;ellhat the cu ltlVOllQn 01a ny
-penonal'ty cult' , however well
Intended, .. always. ill the /rnal
0001'(111, detr,mental 10 the pr,,..
c ,ples 01 lell..eliarw;:e and sell
delerm,not>on lor wI'lich tile Mc>ve
menl slandl, We do not believe in
glOl,tylng !he past "'" w or in
wallowing lell.lndulgently in the
pan Our Immed,a le to... is in the
p'esen t and ou, ,esponslblhty i. 10
luture goene,alian" But to know
whe,e w" a 'e going , _ m ust a lso
know whe,.. we have com.. lrom.

While II goes w llhout saying that
81ko 'l contribu tion to "'e develop
mem etac IS remarkabi.. lndeed, it
i. 01 tile essenc e 01 Be that a ll h is
wo,k be thoroug hlV lC.utiniled. We
do not wW'Ilo encourage slQv;s/'I ac
c epIQnce 01 8,to 'l vlew$ nor do we
wish to tuQOeSf that a paMiculQr
v;.,w of 8Iko was nee. Ilarlly Ihe v;e...
01 the pr.'917!lCM, The most elo
quent _menv 10 Slephefl Ilontu
Blto '- that he _ In "aln the 810clc
ConscIOfAfleM Mo . emerit ond con
" ,OOted to t>otn itt revoIuIioncrry
outlook. ond .lfateQ"""

Conor Cfu_ O'llrien .emerltl,

" M o nr peop le hailed a s
morlyrI, and Olmost would-be
morlyrI, have been more or
leu CIGZV· SI.pher ,"'0was 01
to, Ifom <:tON' os It '- pouible
to be, ond he neilhof wonled
nor even eXPeCted fTlOfTyr_
dam. He become a martyr
none!helest: one who bore
w,tnell, t>otn th.ough h is lile
and throug h hll deotIl. to the
ta ltll and the love that were
In h im,

" It we c a n ossume the exlll
lerw;:e o f a God who II Love,
Blko Is a ma'tyr In the full ,
lrad lt lo na l, I p Ulfua l m eaning
0 1 l he w ord, Wit ho ut Ihot
o uumptlon, a nd exlendlng
the WOld In a legitlmale
secular l ente, 81ko 'emalns a
martyr, not lUI! a paSSive vic·
tim , OOt one whole lite-and
dec'" I" lllmony g ives OUI to
lIle world and Changes It,"

," ONE "OPt.( ONE A1ANIA
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"I will only vote for a free
Azania"

With the eeveeee 0 ' lt1e Black Con
sciousness Movement In the 70'.
ood portic ularly , Ine. the Sowe lo
UDflsing 011916. It>e a lmosp/'lefe In
AloniQn poht>es h05 been sulluMd
....Ih on!OQOnISt" 1oWOodl 0P0l1i oeMJ
and on i1S~ The 6Ioek pe0
ple hCMl In IeOp$ one! tloOul'ldl
groduOIed "om the oIelile politics 01
rflICtlng to evert machination 01
lt1e seTtler '80,m.. 10 ocluolly !ofm,..·
lollng the ir vl. ion or a hee Amnlo
and working loword. ilS /u ll lllm enl

llC'. twon card inal pt,ne,ples o r.
Illa c k SohdCIfI!V a nd no n
coI1obOfQ1'lOn. aoth these pronc,ples
OClUOlIy !loW hom !he deof!nil>Ofl 01
BlOCk: Black people or. defined ali
those wtlo are poIil>colly oppressed.
socially d iscrlm lnoted agoin. ' a nd
economically e_pla lted In South
Ah lCO and who identity lhemselv..'
01 Q unit in the .,,,,.gole lot Aronoo
_ _ se<:1IOn 22ti 1 at !he AlAPO
CONftlUtiOnin!he SUpple ment. Th ll
"""nltoon in'omedl<J1e/y • • eIudeS otl
!hoM who. Olll'lOugh !)Ofn in !he
'on'" at !he OOP'eue<I. dehberal.
tv ai' me ....~Is 01 ttle opplenl""
machinery , as well a s 11'1058 who
l ee k 10 hogmenl the Bla c k
reslsKlnee by d ivid ing uS olono
e lt1nIC II,,"

Tn'l -os a no-! VIS>on I)y!he BlOCk
CONciouVoeA Mel.e",...,': neve<
beIoIe have n-. oppteued pooled
their collecti ve ellorf$ In single
OIgonizallon.. never before ha.
the,e been such a concerled eHort
to destroy Ihlnking on lines laid
down by the luling clou and 10 I,..
c:uk:o le the """Ie of c:<eahvily.

AI the level 01 moss II!fVQQIe - on
_1OCfOIV 100I. on lChOOl-goundi
and unive<" ty eomplAti o nd in the
townsh ips _ the IlC vllion was
lIa nslo ted InlOccnon. The ed enl to
w h iCh Bla ek people Id enli ly
Ih" mselvesos o unit can bfI seen In
thOusands of c:ompoig>s and por,
hCulorty in 1973 o nd posl-1980
won", ....,k In me 1976 and 1080
1Jpt1$inQS-,

''''' 22 and 28 " U1lusl 19M mOS1
C~inly conslilule a h igll-...ot'"
mark 104' IlI<X:k (:on$CH)uSne$S. SIlom
el"etlo ns "''''.. orc hestra red by Ill..
selll..~ on these daYS _ on the 22nd
101 th.. so-cal led CoIou...:ls ond on
1M 28th /01 the so-colled Indians. It
wosllOP"d IhoI these seetlOll$ol_
8lock. COlTOIftII'IIIy would eoge<Iy im
bibe the new c:onstItuIlOnOl tN_
(enlir..1y c:oncocted by the selt l,,",
or eourw).

The r..I,,,endum held o n 2
Novembflr 1983 .sta bllshed Ihal
wh iM soc:iflly Iirmly sUppol'ted the
Botho .M o lon junto ond th.."
d iol)Ol lc:ol pIon$. Illoc:k people
_e~ consulted about Ihese
plonI, ond In the oeseece ol SUCh
consu/lCrllOl\, the o bysmally IOIV
polla reeorded dU'ing these -eiee
tIoos " d&\'JIOI'IStralfl QUIte viv idly IhOI
• Bla ck people rejeel raClsllot>9IS

sueh 0. " Ind ia n," o nd "Col·
oureds" ,In eccr. the tefm "Indion"
su~ IhOI 0 sec:Iion ol our
peQC)le belc)ng 10 the Asian eon
lineN and "'" term ·'CoIoU<tld·· Ia
o .....oningleu eenct-cu CI<Jss>.
bc:oIoon ,

• Illack people see themsel,," o s
a uniT. The ..1&<;:llons ",ere never
consid ered 0 1 being of sp.elal
Inreresl to " Indlo n$" o nd " Col
ouleds" only e"", " nee !he lucid
ono!ysia by the 19&3 AZ/lPO C0n
go_ Cd ~dendo;" , ~r'I\Cllltz·

!)ufg """"".. It WOSIOQQ :15 j !hoi
o nfl.8leChon ertom be mounted
by the entire IllOCk community.
The m ..cha is d"Iibe1CdOJly undel·
p laying the loctlhat a ll sections
01 the Block eommunity mounted
!he Of\ti-ele<;I;on ..I'Iort, w\le1h8f if\
the 101m 01 hOuse-Jc»>Ouse viSits,
d.ot!>ng of pompl'lle~ r'I\Cl.nToIn
inQ a pI'IyW:ol presellOe Of the
poIltng booIhI Of P<JI1Id9O"''Il in
Ihe notion-w ide boyco"s 01
schOOls and un iv",....... . Tllu:
stud . nt: actualty marched "om
Sow. to to p oll ing booths in
Eld OfOdo Po rk or h o m Go
Ra nkuwa 10 polling boolhS in
l o ud'um, 101 e.omple ,

• T.... roc:;iS1 syslem iIo Io<:lng 00

oeUTe efedlbOlrty etWS, ond hers
.esorTed 10 despe1ate meowr...
such os deta.nlng on~

IeodeR on the eve 01 the eee
l ions (omoogat them Sho bee<
Rand..rc. 1982 Vice-p'85ld..nl of
Al.APO: Coa:I. m ChrlsllonS, 1983
Chairperson of rile W8$lem COpe
ReQlOn of AZ/lPO and G lendO
COflsIodI, 19&3 Chairpe<:on at
Ihe Joha nnesb urg Cenlra l
\lrOncfI at AUJ'OI; k88P"'Il many
at the IeOd8I'I undel ·p' live
",,'enllon'(omongsl them P ....
CyrIl Jones. COpe Vi<:8-Pre..d8n1
a t AlAPO; M untu ka M y.,a ,
AZAPO's Public ity $e<:,etory; saths
CooP8'. Al.APO', Deputy P.es\
dent Maroun PoIOJ1, Cho"person
at _ l er'lQajO BranetT 01' AZ/lPO
and ()upo Hlofnuko, Ch<*i)llI'$OO
a t 'he 5ebokeng Bfonc h 0 1
Al.APOl, bnPallllflg people IfIfI'l<)

_e regis'e. ing thel. pfo.esl

5

a golnsl rh.. to.e ico l e lections.
b. i nging spuriOUS c ho rge.
OQOin;! onl\.8lect1on oc:\NlIlIt:
lo mongat othftf., C:hOfg lng 2
AZ/lPO membelS wi'" de"QC:1ng
puDlic: P'oper!y in Que. "-""
eharglng 8 AZ/lPO membe<llao'
pulhng uP ont>-eleeliOfl po:IeII or
d isli ib utlng o nl l..,leellon leafl.",
in Durban. c ha.g lng 24 c c d r..s
to r p ublic vlol..e ce In G o
Ranlcuwo. 4 in p",ter morltrt:lUfg
olld 11 in Pietersbul g ;~Ifllng

and f.le :J1'I'g AzopO memberI in
Nefs,pIUIt ond I!'otundo~ poi loflr 'll
..... ~intTmldalion" ~ t""""" poll
"''01 boothS Wtero lty IhIonoed '*""
a.med pol!cem"'" o nd (JII8mpl 
ing to d Upe peopl. inlo voting
(by : uljXl8Sting Ihot voIlng I: com·
p u l:afY, by th,eo tenlng p8n.
SiOn8~ and bY 0 m ultiplic Ity of
d .sloslelul and d isgusting

~"""'"
• SeIIOUI$ 01 IOnQ-stond.ng tlead

M,o ': orttcle on Froglftefltotlon
ol ..... llockleal~on poge

17) hove a va iled Tll8mse lves \of
even juiC ier c .umba ITom m elf
mo: te.', lobie. Th..y were seen
iOQg.ng lor posmons In Ilolha' ,
:tooge poIlIieol k""""gOOen buI
Ihe people hOve s/loWn 10 wt>oI
ed8fll~ non-wfIJte: and Ihetr
"poIiIICOl porl>et" aICh o s the
labour Pot1v. Solodollty Porfy and
the NotiOnal People'. Party o r..
,ej &<;:ted . It muslolso be menllon
ed tbc t the feason Why Galsho
Bulhel• •1 and Inkotha .e j&<;:red
the " New Deal" 1$ bec;Ouse!her"
i: no IQUnh ct>ombM /oI1O«II1ed
ufbon blacks. The ......0iC . MiS
to~ 10 irocQiporotiOf\ inlo rile
Kwo ZulUpuppelslall by the pea.
p l. 01 l o monlvllie ond Hom.
bOnoli U1u:"OIe Clearly thor m.
p.iflClp l.. o f non·colla bofallon
has p8.meated Inlo lhe v",y
wo,p ond woof of lhe libero tlon
mov.fI'I8fll.

• The lmperiOliSl mecIiO Ia once
OQO'" showing . lIS coIou~ by
klUhng lao' porIie.PQhOn In The
:vslem (underlin ing yel Ogolfl
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that wh ,tes can never articulate
b lack interest, ar even beg;n to
properly unc erstc oc the black
exper ience) and by glossing ave'
the role 01 the Black Conscious
ness Movement In tI1e massive
anti-e lect ion ellor!.

The reg ime ol P,eter Wapen Botha IS
determined to go ahead with ils
c onslil\Jlional monstrosity aptly
la belled a "sha mocrac y" . !hiscan·
r>ot be v;ewed as surp'i"ng alter 332
years of wh,te settlerdom In our
mo!he,la nd

Flushed as we are by the anti·
electioo viCIOry. however. we should
bear In mind tho! thl, campaign
was only one more bail ie in au '
st'uggle tor tote r lib era tio n tram
seruer colonialism and the ccccrn 
panying economiC explOita!IOn. The
elecrlon issue, the struggles against
re nt hikes and bu, tare Inc rease,.
the resetcmce to re-semernent and
to influx control a'e situa !;onal bet
ttes provoked by the enemy and hi'
var lau' tentacles. Winning these
enemy·in itialed bailie, w ill not in
Itself b,ing us l ibera tio n. In order to
'epossess what is rlghllull y ours, we
w,1I have to In itia te o ur own bail ie,
on whiCh w. sha ll d ictate terms and
the pace a! events. l he AZAPO
slogan "I w,1I on ly vole for a free
Azania " assumes significance In tI1is
context may the character of au'
b lows against the ene my ,el lect a
def inite and unml,!a katJje advance
towards on cnn-rcctst. soc lalls!
Azon ia!

W~ktRS ,
. UNITE
DON'TYf)TE

6

Lenasia. 28 August.

Protesters in f?iYerleO on the 22 Aug ust (above] a nd in
LenQ$jo on the 28 Aug-ust (lell] showed where they sload

- in both ofliCla t long ua ges



Azapo's Diplomatic
Offensive

The 111$1 1t'II\l$l in AlAPO', in'erno·
Iional oIIensrve was mode by !'JAPO
Pre1Oidenl l VbOn Tiyonl Motxno, in
h is 'our of Eu.ope a nd NOllh
A..-iC:o du""O 1963 TI'IOf lOur
cleored the paltl 10 a ho$l 01
01'1° " " 0 1'001 a nd indIvI d uals
atwood n m U$t be empl'>O$ll ed.
howeWN. Ihol d l$lnlofmo1lQl'l a bouT
A1APO oncIlhe 8Iock Con5ciousness
MovemenT.. 'ole aod is one 01 !he
pl'MStng problems Ihol Ihe ',bera
tiOn m O'oemenl nee<n 10 grapple
WIItl. both in Azon.o ond abroad II
is ogoil1$' Ihe eceeeec 01 Ihe Ii."
dip lomatic o Mensive kNnched by
AlAPO thol my Ifop abroad should
be viewed

AZAf>O wos inTO/ meet thot the United
No/IonsSpecial Comm'" ee Agoinst
Apo. lhe id (UNSCAAJ Inlended to
nest a conference 10 mobilil " North
Am eric a n support a goln sl cpcrt
he id between 18 and 21 June 1984
a nd would require a $pI:>Ok.,.,. Since
the Presid e"!"s passport hod been
seized by Ihe $Vslem and soce oIhe<
Central CommIttee members were
ne ver g ranted poupo.fi. I was Ihe
onlV member 01 Ihe Centro ' c0m
m Ittee 10 poa$<!t1.l a VOlid possport

l e Ml" )
I Iell South AlrlCQ on June is and
.eached WoshlnglOn DC on June
16. The subseQuenI~ schedule
hOrd ly prcMded to< recove<y " om
je llo g . o lmcnl Im med,o lely on
arrival. I Oddreued a June 16
Comrnemoroflon WM08 01 Howard
Universify orgoniled by a medley 01
mo~b. iPB<Jfheoded by the
Block Cotuciousness Maooemenl 01
AroniO [BCM(AlI

The BCM(A) il a l' tlefQl'on fTIO\fe>
menllaunched in 1979, II beQon os
a 'e-goupong 01 e.. les who _,e
memberl 01 me variOUS BC g<oup
ongI bonned by PretoriOon October
19, 1m .Cadres 01the llCMlAl could
not find a poliliCol home in the
hisloricol libe/otion movements viz
Ihe African Notiona l COngress of
SOuth Af, ico and the Pon Africonist
COngr ess of Azonlo , They maintain·
ed tha I Block Con,clousness had
developed Independenlly during
me posf·Shorpevilie era when fhe
h isto ri c a l movements hod
o bro g o le d the i r revolu llona ry
responslbllJlies and~Ied in
10 s.peeiOlized enl,t,es operatong
obroad, The BCMI'" has cons,slenl·
Iy eschewed me lendenc;y oI lorrn·
109 " QOIIe<nmenls In eXile" . eonten-

d ,ng thOl the bos.c preITMse oIBC Is
Ihot vlCklfy lies in It\e hands 01 the
oppfeued and explotted In AroniO
and ....ill be g.ene<ated by """ sell·
oct,,,,ty, ...~
Hov,ng comm,ned ,_II 10 mil
cour5B. " CO'TIfI os no wonder Iho1
the flCM(Afs Cor<:umsIollCeS porollel
mos.e 01 A1.APO. they a.e os poor os
Chu,Chmoce and It\e 'mpe' iOlisI
medICI deloberotely suppresses inlor·
motl()(l oboul the" e xistence and
me" nUmBr0U5 successes,

Inoeoo, mere II on orchestrated c t.
tempt 10 portray thaI there is only
one libera tion movement In AzaniO
v,z the ANe. Among st communily
and support g 'oups all over the USA.
howeve•. and desp"e the dis inlor·
moflon programme. nel/leso me
questions ar e be ing osked about
certa in sl ,o lns In Ihe brood Azonlo n
nbercnon movement vu
* Why, de5j>lle Ihe cleo , iessons 01

the Blo ck Ame rican experience.
are wh".n Includ ed in me-e
strolns?

* Why d o the se sl ro,ns ne ver
OCkl'\OlffledQe mot a primary
gool of the AroniQn I'beration
struggle II me repossession 01
oec:uPIed lOl l?

J._
An umbrella grouping 01 Afro-Amer~

can organization, ha s emerged in
the USA called Ihe National Block
UOIIed Front INBUfl. The NBUF Is a
result of Ihe Jesse Jackson ce rn
paign. Although Jockson's bid for
the presidency of thB USA has the
negative ellecl of suggesting Ihat
the re Is hope In the " American
dream" , while Amellcan, and the
med'a hove b lo sled Jackson In un
mista kably rOClit fash,on. White
roclsm permeates ""-icon society
<le~'te me ebullient propaganda
about "democ,ocy" and " equa li
ty" . Hence me POll""" el'leet of

,

by IMRANN MOOSA
Jackson'l compoogn Is Ihot it has
blought d ,sparate groups worIr.lng
withm ........o-Ameo icol . community--

11 t\
•

" -:-j.....-.._ - -

Mon;,!er LOlIi$ kmokhon

Jackson's campa,gn received me
suppo" of t!'le Nation ct mem via its
head. M,nlster Louis f OITakhan, The
Zionisl·controlled media and white
America were ou tra ged: it is lair to
soy tnct f a rrakhan Is the man mot
white AmerKlo fearl most and Block
AmeriCa respec ts most. t he media
d emanded that Jccksc n
" rep ud ,o te"' forrokhon _ while
Jackson d id not do mil . he can.
damned Far,okhon's sIotement thot
lu oel IS on iIIeglhmate stale, Thll
certa inly d iiOppo,nted many Block
Ame<lcons .",;ngs oflhoe NBUF cor·
rectly allftl;lO!l(llhot me pressu,es 01
be'lng a Oe<nocfotle Party eeee
dole notu'OIIy meant a subotd ,no
lIOn to ".l'"te interesll. Jesse dtd not
heed me ca ll lor h,m to skl-nd os on
independent to his own cce. Ihoe
DemooOllC Party deterTntned in !he
end mot he WOUld not Nn lor
prell<len.cyr The lessons 0 1 me
Jackson canpoogn must be ciecr
Iy d ,gesled by Block people every·......

!'on Arrteonllm
GrOUPISUCh as me All Alrl(:on Pe0
ple's llevolutiOnOry Party (AAPRp).
tile Ilevolutiona.y Notional Army
(RNA) and !he Worker's Tribune hove
ad d ress.ed lIle Notional Question in
the USA In d illerenl ways. The IlNA,
tor example , sl ri ve s for Afro ·
Americans to repossess the g.eater
pert at the SOuthern sta tes of lhe USA
on the grounds tha I these states
ho ve been buill on slave labour,

The NBUf isa step in the right enec
uen . ACUIIOUI d.Owbocll about me
Ame rican slruggle II thaI It te~slo

be porOChiOllzed: Afro-Ame<lcons.
Lolln Americans. Ame<l(:on Indians
and orner "mlnorn,es" tend 10 $!rug
g le In me" own lillie nooh and



crenn,e• . The 'e rm " 8Ie c k" 01
ml$COOSlfU«l 01 e DetSOn of "/fiOon
deIeent. \fIOfIich In "'ocfIce eorr- to
meon peQI>Ie ....'m k,nky 1\01. e"", e
"'....ot ofmellan.n In me.. ok,n , II iomoo. unlerfunClle !hoI many 810cll
" merieon groupo eY&r"""phollze c
" Beck 10 A'riCO" e PPfOClch e"",
reduce BC to "c u/lutol ' lOl....KJliIm" ,
Ttl. cpprOOCh IendlIO be c hQuyo
ntshc e"", 0IIen deftectllrom 1!UdY.
ong me rnr:rIetlOl eondJ!lOnl WIlI'Wn
me USA end /fom cnclyting the
clau Contenl cf Ihe " metleon I ItUg.
gle, 'n ra c t. Ihere ere greups [Iuch
01 the Worlcerf s Trib une a"", the
Mot .ist Human.... (or Newt a"", te+
~ whiel'l are 'Il'(Irtong in ... OirftO
bOn ond m _ is hear""' ..,"", ,nd U d
I hope It'KJI " is 0I'I1y a QUeSIIOn of
lime berore ....e hear of O'awCOlS
meldrng 'ogethe' or organizations
suc h 01 'he N8UF and Ihe AIM
(" m&rican Indoan Mo¥emeol)

lhe fon.NroeonlSt cpprOOC:h molt
cencllnly has a -v POSItive side In
lhoIot CQnIt!bu1es 10 !Iod< pncIe and
$e11·a loSftr1, ...nell and tacllileles
oden!,t,eo.,on willlllle Amnion sltug.
gl., No 810cl< grouD In lIle USA .ye,
oskl the s,11y questIOn " 1sn'1 AZAPO
roclSt in e_dud,ng wh',,"?" , a lmo$l
.nlulhvely. ... applieotlOo, of BC 10
Azanoo is oppr-eclOled. n toiles .,1tIe
ConVlnc'ng 10 DOtfray 1-ZAPO 0I1he
OI'Ily IlberQl'on m<)¥emen l w,th a
prO(.>l:lr Ideology Ot>d dlrecllon In
Azanlo: once the h 'sloty and g 'owth
of the "'uggIe in Azonlo is fnOPP8Cl
out. ttl•• ""'" 01 otwIous.

The June ,. _ 01 boItI Howc:.d
Un,.......1y and Wototo Commun,ty
Centre (orgon,zad b y the All A' rica n
I rUSI Fund) evoked some ol the
o 'or egolng relPOnles. In-de p l h
"'-"flQS 1fIffIh community orgonilo
I10nI onc:I II oPPO<I O'ClUPI roundty

JoCkwn , , . he 'o or 1lt11out7

I UDDorl ed Ihe se c o nciusion i
Cu'lOUsly enough. the !hJ,nbow
COolohOn II ,pportIng Jackson (sure-
Iv 01'1 untor1lunofo& eeeee of nome
because bloc:k Is e.cluded /fom the
rornl:)ow ....Nle while II mocle up at
011 the colours In 'h. Yisible spec.
Itum') ct the Uni.....l lty 01 l oiedo
mode 0,Ip 01 latin~ A/fo
Ame<Icons and hOb Ameficans, is
COiled me P'rogtessl¥e-Oemoeratic
Soc iety - me letm ••ptogt8lli....
democrol" lymbolillng OmorDhoUI
hberol"m In SCultl A' tleo

""lhe UN ec:.rw..ence wos cddtftMd
by anlf.opo III1t1d lutnlnor_ Irom
8VitfY peonl on me DQIIhcal SQeC
trum, by A""'.e.... Young. Je...,
Jcckson. Angelo 00¥11. Denio Btutus,
Edwerd Kennedy Ond otticlol 'epre.
sen lOlives oIlhe SCuItl Well " lr lcon
l'-eoole 'l Ofgonllo.iOII of Namiblc
(SWAI'OL Itle PoIeII t iberotoon
Orgoo oi$olIoi , lP\.0I. AHC oncr II'le
PAC. Rep.....ted~d~I~ .....iOi d

/fom mony coun"leI. liberot>on
movements and 0 hoII 01 I UDpor,
g,ouDllrom Ihe USA and ConOde

Unf,l me Conterence WOI inttOduc.
ed 10 AlAPO. ,ts tone ..as .....pIy to
toulll'le line oIl1'le "soIe ald~
!le'. cu llOdlons of me l,befollOn
S" uogle y ,Z SWAPO and me "NC
Every lpeech we i Skewed In Itli~
diteClion, ond , the COUCUling o nd
d ,pIomc.1C lnlt'O'J8l on me I!delines
lIrenuoully IOUg hl to PI_I lI'l is-
The AZA PO p resenlohon d rew
opplaule , .Ipeciolly ....hen Ihe
porn' we i mode IhcIt "'Ihe prlmory
tolk at Itle l'berot,OI'I moyemenl In
AzankJ II to '8CO¥ef 8VitfY squore
1l,lornet<e 01 OCCtJpjeo(j 1Oil. H The
opoIouse Ihot punclUoted 0"", Ier·
monoted me AZAPO'ICJ,(AJ pr-_
lotIOn beco,_ lign'tieo nf In me
I'g ht of Ih" locl ltIo' in Itle dignl' ied
o tmosphere oI lhe UN. op ploudlng
II OCluolly "'ohib<led

AlAPO k>oIo me peonl IhoI in Ihrt
poIJ-S/'IotPlMl1e pollTICOl mlOll'nO.
•.wh/trt liberall··• ... mllrepresenltid
!he couse oIlhrt oppressed 01 ...
one lor c ivil nghtl" Ond lhOl ltle BCM
" inleeted 0 ,emofkobie yl,olity into

•

A.zo nlOn poltl lCll" . The growth 0 "",
d~ .eloDmenl 0I1hrt llCM DncI The
'ole ond I\lnc1lon of AlA1'O DncIme
NalIOnOI Forum Cotnmlltee WO$

oun,ner:' The implicol>onl 01 Ihe
Nkomo li Accord o nd !hIt ··new
deal" o lte red by the 6oItIo reglm"
_ e o nc'Yl8d: "A5 1he Aoeords em
phOIlz• . the need for 0 s"ono inter·
no' resostcnee to The~ is j)Qf'o
mounl and in me ftnal onolyId vlC
tory ...11comrt from !he llIcck .... I
.nlide " ZOn io . I h it con Only
underline !he I)lyotol role 01 AlAPO.
on orgonizcrtlon which or once con.
que' l feo' OM unil,es a U Ille
opptessed inJo one eohesi¥e undo
IQyIng !tie bu'ld,ng blocks lor on
Aronoon nollon ··.

'.he 'espotlse lrom suPDorl grOl,lPO.
hbe'Otlon meyemenll (inc luding
memberl 01 the ANC ond PAC
delegolior" DncI '"",e _,to' l_ 01
Itotes to me AlA1'O ",_"tolior ,
..as "emendouI Wl'Iol mode II
uniQ.... wos lhoI ot WO$ me _ of
on OUIhenIOC hberOllOn me.emenl
O(.>I:Iro'lng inlide Sculh A/f ica. The
p,esenlOllon euc c hallenged holy
co.....o nd Itlul !he cauCUling In the
Oisles DncI "Ihe UN bar eeee eI Oed--
When Ihe Conlefene" broke In lo
Commi!SiOns. the BCMlA! ptoposed
In the commiU ion on Cullurol OM
sporting iIoloTlon Ihaf !he bono fIdrts
01 SCuItl Alrlcan opplocantl lor
1or8tQf'l c l1Uenlhip such 01 SYdneyr.tc,_ and ZoIo Iludcl toe deletm'n
ed by Chrtck lng .... ,1I'l peoQle "1
OfganiZOlions inl ,d e A.ze nia, An
ANC delegate inlilted Itlor Ihe UN
ond the OAU 'rtCogniled only two
" berOllo n m o v"me nl l a nd 10
'ecogr liZe~WOIIo encouroge
o ··P' Oll 'e ' OhOn 01 Ube,a l lo n
mo.emer'I$H. The IlCMlAJcounlered
by Ip8Clty;ng IhoI Oft, hberorlOn
moyemenl opetoting obroad c on
only be legitlmo te il ll mOinla lnl c
l ymb lOl iC .e lo tlo nl h ip wilh Ihe
people II pu"porlI to reptesent ond
IhoI AlAPO. 01 ee inIernol Iibe<o
hOn ma.~mrtnl. hod "-V rlQhl lo
dlc lo le lo Itle ANC. Ihrt PAC and Ihrt
BCM(" I.

In e nother c om m illion. !tie ANC
pushed lor°campaign to " l1e lecse
Neilan and Wonnoe MondeIo ~ wIlile
me PAC puIhed lor 0 cornpolQfllo
re llo" me PAC6 (!he longest MIf'Io

'ng poloflcol ""sonen on I!ot>ber ,
lilandl. The BCMl" ) ,e/rtClad baltl
c o mpolgnl el seC'erian Ond In
,," tad on a c a mpolg n to " l1e l8Ose
o Upoliticol PfIIOnetI··. Thrt CommlJ.
lion oecepled misv~n'-

n beeQrne oeulety ot7rious Ihr:JI Itle
BCM Ond AlAPO hod scored 0
mojor d iplornotlc ¥ictory end IhoI Io
'log the line 01 " lOle CODyrlghf ' to



SloctlOn ff ptOCiomed lI'IOI" WCtl' on
oJIIoonCe '10 IurI/'HJ( II>(> OC/'IItIIVftfTIeIlI
ofanr at"", obi&Cls ofoommunism "
o. 10 "a d vocate. advi$e, detend or
encoura gft /he acllif;>vem enl 01anr
weh objeClor any a c l or omiulon
whoeh is ca lCulaTed 10 /urtf>ef I~
achlevemen' 01 QrIr weh abtect "
SloctlOn 2 • •~ Ihft .ange at"",
SlJppre5lion of Comm...,...... Acl 10
h,' ony un/Q'Ntu1 orgonuo"""-

In tI v Adca'n, f 959ff} SA 646 "'"
words "o dl'oCOleS. od!t~ delend5
0' encou,al1"' " we•• held 10 con
oote communicallon 10 som e a u
d,ence or ,eoder1llip rt«n lhe
publico liOn 01 prinTed or ..rrrten
rno~ could __ on>cXInl on ,Ill
o-..n lQonol/tifoc• . Thftprod4Jc' hod
",." IQ be drllr,bulef1 '" contenllllo
be d~inOlf!>d HttnCfI Ihft mere
publicoloon 01 honk 'olk could
never viO/O/ft Sf,(;liOn fJ(f,aXvJ

,,.,, Court 0150 .uorn"",", """ QU8$

" o n ..he"'. ' Ihe.e ..a, anr
wbs~ on ~ weI" bft/ItIII tnoI

S6C'00Il fJ(fJfoKvJ 01 "'" """" 001
5ecut1ty Act hod been con6QWfiled
rhi,.sectiOn lO'OS moc1el/M1 on 5eo
I,on f1 0 1 Ih. Sup p . tlU IOn of
COmmuni,m Acl, Ac f No 44 01 f950
and Seclion 2 01 Ihe Unla w /ul
O"gon.iJo/lonl Act Acl No 34 of f~
sa", ff>eIft AcIS -..ere f epftOltId and
feplactK1 br II>(> I",emol .seew.....
Act in f982

NdQbenl tr-.chonlly w omrl/ftd Ihft
kl.'lowing ", .. IA} comPO'lSQfI be~
..een file a,ms a nd objeCts 01
IdAPO sel Ior lh In page 2 of frank
,,,'k (Volum e f Numbe. 1} and lhe
SASO po1oermon,IeS1O lndicOleS Ihft
d ;veroet'CtI between ",. Olffil 01
AZAPO (whieh II no' (WI unlo-..tU1
orgoniZolJorl) and SA50 .. In OFfp
",."t couOlftlIor Ndobftrn ....bm,~

led thol 5ASO conloKled only Ihft
liI.,m 0 1 ..hal AlA PO hoi
c..,.. IO/I;~

Note thaI rhe COle 01 Thabo
Nda~1 viti. Minlsl... of Law and
Ord.. a nd Anoltl.. II reported in
!he Ihi.d volume 01 !he 19&0' Sou,h
African t . ..,fIPlX/' 01 pogoe 500 l.tI
t9UI3J5A5OOlDJ.

,t 0t0I1 " OPU 0t0I1 AlAN.A

CONTINUED FROM 'AGE 2

Plea se in_r Ihe fo llowing cere
g rap h alle. l he second pa,og.oph
in Ihe middle c ol um n 01 page 5 l ie
otter!he PcuQgloptl beQlnn iog "Us-

-- _ ' ,. _ ... bekJr.
log " ""' u nu
I!l& pa.og.op/'l beQ'lVling " The
Judge rnaae~ leflln9 point " .ft:

SOl!DA~ITY
MEETING •

Release
ALL

political
prisoners

Th" 10 51 paragraph ot th" 1"lIe,
reads: " ... I am ready 10 cccept
collective .esoomiblhly lor !he lime
being if iI !\If01 ouI IhoI _ atofe
ment>oned CleCI500fl woslol<en"';l!l
ee tull ~nowIedoe and eomenl
o lbe,1 silent 01 on "''' icon NOII01lQI
Cong.eu repr",.,ntalfve , In IhOI
case, I wou ld hum b ly .equesl lha!
Ih'" case ee .,,-opened lor d liCU"
110n by rhe Com millee In th " near
tyture In order hoperu lly , to " nw.e
IhOIIdAPO's portlC ipcmoo doesnol
_ a s a precedent tor II'Iem and
0"- fiI'OUP' weh cs In/r.o1fIO. ere."

1964 ha5 t-l CleCl(Xed ..AntI-Qocill
Yeo." In London, £nglond and the
.esponse of w pQOf! grouoc W01
once OQO,n o , e,""""'lm ,og. SolidcJ.
. 11y groupi Irom Trinida d a nd
Tobago. trom ,",uslralio and New
Zeoland a nd trom Hol la nd were
also contacted

The poee h05 been ierlor a IUlraln
ee and vigoroul d,plomatiC allen
Ifve by A.1.APO, In Ihe c:ond'!1Ofl1 tn
whoch """ IICM QPefciles tIOI!l ,n
Amnia and obIOOd. a Ihok....P 01
AlAPO's propogondo orm is a
n,skl" cal M'nP"'OIIVe

,t 0f'I1 PEOPLE ONI AlA NI'"

,

........
I a lso add.essed o n ,",lric o n Slreel
Carol.al orgonll ed by N6Uf In New
Yo rk on 4 July 1984. Th'" Pan
""rlcan lsl spirit d lsplay" d a t the
Corn lval was exhlllro,lng with a
c.owd .espondlng 10 !he .hythm1
and wains of Mott>er " " 'ko, and
enI!'ou$iOSli(;ly chonI\I'lg ..Arnoo odlo
NQO*elhu" and " lrwe Lelhu I
"Ir ,ko'·.

I wos In lerv-...cl b y nume,oul
.a d lo a nd re levll ion l 'ciIlonl 01 well
a l newlpaperl and ma gollne l In
Wa shington. New Vo.k. C hica go.
Delro ll, Toronto and London.

eneou.aQfl the prohlerOl ,on of
' l,berOlIOfl mo•• menb· ... (wtliCh)
u nconsciously locililor.s Ihe
enemy's slralegy or d,vIde and
ru~" .

eont"moIlOn oIlhll is contomed in
o n ofheial leller by It>o " NC. to
UNSCAA dated 20 Ju ne 1984 The
le ller speaks glowingly (our emphc
SiS) o1 lt1e "princip led Slo nd lake n by
Rev JeIoS8 Jockaon. senolOf EdW(l'd
Kennedy. Ma'fOt Andrew Young,
Angelo Doll'll and 0Ihe<s" oncllhen
" put$ on 'ecofd" the ANC's "oppo.
I'fIOn 10 a <leeiliOn which ho$led to
It>e portieipollOn lole (s.ic!) bcting
played b y a rep<esenlol,Vf1 of
AlAPO" on 19 June 1984. and
demonds on ... planaTion tor it. II
goes on 10 soy tha i this p()lIil>on hos
"nothlng 10 do " wil h the ANC', 0 111
l ude Of ,elo lions " wil h "lJ,PO" b ut
is " 0 polley posllion thol a ppl ,es to
o ll .eslllfOnce g roup$ slill ~ollng
Ie90IIy in5ide !he coun"V" , a polley
!hal ha5 " hiltlertO been o/woy5 5/1'1(;$.

Iv obMrved tly !he O"U, Non
" I;gned~I and !he Un,ted
No!>on5" . The rgIlO1lQle oll!ll5 policy
is "kl avoid !he alt"'rnOllve h~ely 10

MANUELA I..-

U" II.,
The AlAPO message to I'>e ImIOflCQl
rnovrnomb was 10 u n ite ""m !he
8CM(A] and be<;ome a Sh'ong and
orf1Cuk:/le mow.,menl kM' notoonol
lib..fohon. UnlOllunole1v. Ih i s
menage ....:]$ m,seomlfued. Ma io<
General Joseph oeree, head of the
UNSCAA levealO:l'd In on inte rview
Iho l the ANC wo s annoyed wil h ttie
Nig<:t, iOflS 101 !laving invila<! AZAPO
and he Iul'ther IntIm ated thO! many
In IIW UN _e lICk and '"ed of the
recurring . ,n""st>es belw een "'NC
and PAC.

the strUllgle wo s an exlrem&ly
I..nuous e xetc lse .



Stephen Bantu Biko
(1946-1977)

dismantlement; wh ile the Block
people would never be $(Itls/ied
with the arrangemenr at the &Ome
old furniture with the &Ome decrepit
apartheid structure ,

At rhe Ju ly 1968 c ont",rence or
NUSAS and UCM , whic h were both
he id with in rhe vicin ity 01 Jchcn
nesburg. Block delegales rrom the
Iwo bodies withdrew to caucus
among themselves about whar to
do whe n the 72 hours dur ing wh ich
rhey were permitted by law ra re
ma in in the exclu~vewhite area ex
pired, O\J'ingthe meetlngorher mot·
ters a ffecting their Inrer8$ts as Block
people c ropped up. Thus lI1e Sourh
At rlcan Students OrganizatIon
(SASOJ was conceived.

A Illockll-Only meeting wa, called
tor December a t Illko 's old high
sckQol ln Marla nhlll and the nome
SASO was lormOlly a dop ted, The
conler",nce resolved to break with
NUSASIn order to c reat", a situation
where Blocks cou ld Spell oot their
problems 05 Block people a nd
pr8Crlbet~rown c a refully thoughr
out remedleli. An Inaug ura l con
lerence was planned tor July 1969
at the Unlve"ity 01 the North In
rornccc.

NlSik l Biko and her two Children, Samora a ged two and Nkosinathl aged
' IX, soon oller hearin~ 01 SIe'18 " death,

was the occasion wh ich set Steve
and h is colleagues along rhe BC
path. The University Adm in istra tion
a t Rhodes p rohi b ited ml ~ed

accommodation and eoting toc lll.
tie, during the conlerence , Black
students began to QUelition even
more deeply the value 04 the super
tlcial integ ra tion at which NUSAS
was playing. Slrong doubts w",re ex·
preS'ed oboot the sincerity and the
integrity 04 white "ra d ica ls"·Rhodes
University wos one 01 the c lradels or
wh ile liberalism. alongside other
" open un iversities" . There was d is
5Otislactlon wilh the ma nn",r In
wh iCh the NUSAS leade"hip hod
easity given in to the c ha llenge at
Rhodes, a fter the token motions 01
condemnation against the esee
Iishmenr, The pol itics or while
trusteeshi p wos exposed as sterile,
bald a t rhe verbal leve l but impo
tent to efteet meaninglu l change.
But even more important ra the
evolution or Be, the ecutuce or
whites to define b lack experiences
and grievanceli and to articulale
block asp ira tion, was seriously
que' lioned, It was pointed oot rhat
white ra dicals stood ro gain more
rrom slight m odific a tions to the
system than tram its c o m plete

On 18 December 1946, Mr and Mrs
Mzimg oyl Bika gave !honks lor the
bi rth allhei r th ird child and second
son, Bonl\l Stephen. Sieve 's 'othe r
d ied when he was lour yeors o ld.

At the end of rhe day, however,
NUSAS tolled d isma lly to meet lhe
genuine O$piratlon, 04 its Block
members. In 1967.08 a terment was
under wcry amongst the,e Block
students. Prominent trom the sta rt
were people like Steve. Vuyelwa
M a sha laba, Aubrey Mokoape .
!klrr>tty Pityona, Herr,' Nengwekhulu,
Hend ric k MUSi, Petrus Mac tlaka ,
Ma nana Kgware. J. Goolam, Strini
Moodiey and Henry l5OOCS, The July
1967 annual conlerence 01 NUSAS at
Rhodes University In Grahom stown

Steve began his school ing 01
Brownlee Primary lor two yeorsond
co,,'lnued 0 1 Char les Mo rg o n
Highe, P'im(lfY lor lour yeo... He
began his hig h school educahon 01
Forbes Gront second ary SChool,
then moved on 10 Lovedale Institute.
Alice to prepare fOf his matricula
tion. He W O$ at teveeere for o"ly
th'.... month$ when the school was
closed down as a result of Slrikes by
sentor pupi ls, SIeve then moved on
to Mo rlo nhlll , the Catholic c hurch
centre In Nola !.

SIeve enrolled 01 the University 01
Nato l (t-kln-European section) in
1966 10 l ead for 0 degree In
medlclr>e. ThIs was In the lmmedlole
post·Sharpevllle era and Black stu
dent organiZOliOl\$ like rhe Atricon
Srudenrs' A.ss.oclatian (ASA) arid rhe
Atrlc o n Srudents' Union at Soorh
Atrlc o (ASUSAj were crushed b y the
sysrem, Thus ma ny Block students
drifted taWOl'd, the mU~iroCial (""""
raC ial) National Union 01 South
Alrlcan Studenrs (NUSAS) and the
Un iversity cnnsuce M o veme nt
(UCMj. The authorities at the " b Ush
colleges" (segregated universities
tor B~cks), wirh the exceptiOn oIthe
medical school at We ntwo rrh
(Steve 's campus) refused the ir
students perrmsston to affil iate to
NUSAS. In any event, white students
at EngllsMpeaklng compuse, our·
numbered Blocks In th", ralia 9:1 in
1969, making NUSAS a lIIy·wh ile
organlzolkln. rrese white " radicals"
took It upon rhemselveli to enem
p ion me Block cause and tog",'her
with rhe Ilk8$ 01 He len Suzma n and
Alan Potan, were sa",n by many
Blacks (in the ceserce 01 a ny
authentic Illack or ganization) as
importa nt spoI<espersons tor rhe
Block c euse. Thus a stcte 04 vi rtua l
white trusteeship c o me into being

"



The conlerence a t Turfloop decided
10d rop the term 'Non·WIllle' , wh ich
was used In all o llic ial government
communicahoN.They lOW the term,
in soncrucnrerms. 01 a negal lon 01
the ll being They wel e b e ing
d eSClibed as ' no n· lOm e th lng ·,
whi(;h Implied thol ..... slOndord WO$

loOITlell1ing ..w a nd II1ev were not
II'lOl parti(;ulOr IIOl'IdOrd To quote
Sfeo<oe " l1'>ey "'It II'lOl a posllive "'""'"
QJ/ lole. whICh 1$ commensurate with
!he build-up 01 one' l dignity and
COI ."ldel ooe. should be conloined in
a delCllpl ,on wh 'ch (the y
accepted). !hey soughIlo replooe
the lefm 'non-wh,"" WIth the term
'81oc1E· ~. It was ot ""I Inaugural
ConJe<ence II'lOl Steve become
SASQ'I h I'S! Prell(Seont

AI the July 1970 GenefOl StuOenls
Conte.-ence at WenlwOrl'h, m um.
racialism 01 ItoOIWOCiallsm in !he
CQtlJexI 01 SOuth AlllcO. ...ne.e IllcJcb
were doOmed 10 be /UniOI par!Tllm.
wOS Ioo.ond to be unt&n(Jl)le BikO
deelOrad lit a polICy l tolement
shortly b elo re the We ntworlh
ccmerence

" 810 c ks ore tired 01 standing 0 1
the touCl'lllne1 to wllnen a game
Tha t lhey should be playing. They
want 10 dO things 10, them selves
a nd by Ihem Selvlts.·'

A resolUlion a t th ll COnllt,ence
alll,med thot " The emancipation 01
Block people In Ihis ccuntrv
depends enl"ely on the ro le 81a ck
people the....l_a re prepa'ed 10
ploy '" (Pe<haps today we would
delete '"en _,e ly '" and sublli lute il
w ith '"primarily" , 8utthe tundamen
lal Ihrt.Ist II the IOme,J

In DeoItmbe< 1970 Sreve marlied
Non!SIkelelo (N!IIk ij Moshalobo .-om
lImtoto f,om 1971 1'111 heart was In
et_ngly on poI,hCQl oclMly and
he expenenc ed CONIOnI $UfWl1I,
Ionee and halownenr !rom !he
secunty~. In June 1972 Steve
was expel~ by !hoi UniYer10lty 01
NoIoI (aloclI lec:tlonJ (II kif hiS
POliliCOl oc:tivill.,.

It was in thll yeQI 1197211hot S)eve
played a pivotollole inlorming the
810Cll People', ConvenIiOtll8PCJ. on
Odult umbrella BC OIgan ilOlion
BPC WOIIonnoIIy launched in Pieter·
morillburg in July 1912. The Block

· Comm unlty PTogramme lBCP) a lso
came Inlo being . 10 opelate a s a
wing 01 proleulonal e.perts. BCP
wal ereenee to c a rry out spectttc
lasks ln community development In
a splrll 01se ll·rella nce, Some 01 the
proJec ls unde,laken we<e lhe erec
l ion 01 c,echeS and clinics, the sel
ling up 01odult ll te<OCYond preven
tive medic ine p rog'ammes, home
Industr_ a nd ol!lef economic p ro
jects centred In the Impoverished
lurol areol, and the eSlOblishmenl
olleodership a nd youth program·
m es _ a protecl whICh proved to

mes _ a preject w hic h proved 10
have lor-reach ing coosequences
in 1976,

Upoll h is expulsion hom WenlwOflh,
Steve auume<l a rOle In BCP In
Dulban. AmeoogstllCP" prOjeClS was
Ilacll t evle . , on o nolysil 0 1
POlibcol trends

On 1 March 1973, SIeve and ...ven
other SASQ,'BPC Ieodef1, were bon
ned undel lhe Suppreuion 01 C0m
muniSm Act, Sieve be\fUI ' 1IlJdVing
lOw via the~ty 01South Arnco
du"ng "'Ill yeor .

RestrIcliOlt to GtNbefg LOCOfKln In
ICing WilHam', lown meonl Ihot
SIeve was not pelmllled 10 leave the
eonIi.-QJ/ the JOwn and IhoI he "tO'Oll
prohitllled trom IOItlng 10more Ihon
one penon 01 a time, II 0 110meoot
Ihot SIe.... could not be QUOIe<l .

QUOTE:

BIocIcs ore ftff'dcI~ 01
",,, /OI.IChll"., to wifnfW a
game tho, "''''1 Ihol.Jld /)e
playing. They wont to do
thin", for tflfImMive. a nd by
'hemselvel .

STeve 10unded the Ea srern COpe
bloncl'l 01 BCP and worked as
b<onch e. ecullve until an exlra
c lause wos In$l!lrled In h iSbanning
order 0I1he end 011975 prOhlb iling
h im trom being OIIOCiOted with 8CP
or enlerlng III lUng WIIlIOm 'S lown
0110<:... 01 150 LeoooId Str_

In 197A Steve wei Cl'lorged tor
!)reaking tIIs banning order by
' eeemng \/I1ItorI at home. and
c ha'ged In the alle<noII.... WIth
otlending on li legol gal!leflng in
terms 01 the bon. Hoe "to'OIIloond no!
guilty ond ocqull'lld ,

Slevelounded the ZwneIe TNII Fund
Fo undal io n 10 help p olllicol
pr~ and the" Iom~_ and !he
G,nsbelg Ec1IcoIlonol TNII kif !he
PUIPOSlt 01OWII,ng b lack studenll
In 5ePtembe< 1975 SIe.... welletus
ed a pauporl to a llend a COlI
le re nee to ..n1Ch he hod been in
v,ted by the CatholiC Jusl,c e a nd
Peoce CO<nmI5Slon In Germany,
and In December 1975 he was
speelllCOlly p rO/'llb lled " om parll.
Clpatlng In BPC aCllvi ly He was
again Cha rged with b<eaking h is
b anning order by entering on
educollonal lN lIM lon to wr ite a law
examlnallon, Thll case was neve'
concluded

In 1976 SIeve become the SecreTory·
Ge"",al 01 the Zimele TrUSI FUnd. In
Apr il 1916 he was charged once
a gain with bleaklng l'Iil banning
ordel' . The Court d lscha'ged him .

"

Outside c ou,t a secu,lty policeman
ga ve Steve a l um mo nl lor not ItoP.
p ing 0 1 a SlOP sig n, Steve con
duc ted h ii own cerence and wos
aCQullled.

In June 1976 Steve go_ evidence
101 the detenee at the SAS08PC triOl
wtlele 9 IeOde<I 01 the I lOCk C0n
sciousness Movemenl _ e Chofg
ed undel the Tenorlllll Acl. Sieve
"to'OII detained undel SI!Idion 6 of the
T8I'fOIiSm Act 101 101 days trom
AugUSl to Decembe< t916 ot East
London', FO"l Glomotgon PrISOn 'S
Max,mum Secunty SecIlOn. He was
l eleaM<:l wotl'loul being c harged

Al the c.angreu 01 me BPC on
Jonuorv 1977 In Outbon SIe.... was
elecleCl l4onOIary Pfltlldenl 01 the
BPC. $O..elO Ieodef1, 01 the 1976
Up l iling demanded l hOI Ihe
govemment negalla'" ...i th "'e
thr_ bIoeIlleodel sQJ/ !he liberation
movemenll: Nelson MonOeIo 01 the
ANC, RobeI1 SObukwe 01 lIle PAC
a nd Steve Boko a1 the &PC.

In M a rc h 1977 8'ko WOl c harged
with deleatrng the ends 01 Justice
and was dela'ned again at Fo ri
Glomorgan and aCQuilled reter. In
July 19n he wal accused of te lling
a numbe, of block school chlld'en
charged with seiling lire to the ir
school to renege on , totemenll they
had made 10 Ihe police, What hod
reolly happened wa s that the
school c llllO'en hod come to h im 101
Odvic e, lOylng!hol!hey hod been
beelen by security POlice a nd forc·
ed 10lion oon/eIIlOnIlI'lOl they hod
not even bM>n perm,1Ied to read,
St_advISed them to lellthll to the
court !I'I i' they d id, and ...ere
ocqultle<l . 10I COUISe, !hey _e
prompIIy detOIned undItIthe T....OI·
,sm Acl). SIeve was a Couined
....Iogo'n.

FIIlOIIy August 19. 1977. Togel!lef
w,th ...,... Cylll Jones. Sieve was
stopped In a cor 01 a loodblock
ond token ,nlO custody in POll
Elizabeth, .. was detained undel
5ecIlOn 6 of ee Te<fOIlIm Act. He was
kept naked and monocled and
d ied in detent,on on 12 Septembe<
1971, leaVing a widow and two
small c hllOren, NIlOlinathl aged 7
and somOlO aged 3,

Alter Steve"death , the system c rop
ped the gauntlel on the mainstream
BC organltot lona l uch QI SASO, BPC
and BCP on Qel0ber 19, 19n,

In April 1978 a writer remarked; " The
la te o t Peter Jone. II nol known. At
the "me 01 writing . he ISSlili ln deTen
l ion ," I1 II a sod commenta ry on the
South AlrlCon forIu re c hamber thot
we hove to ecno the... WQ<ds in
September 196A

'''~I "0l'U ~I AlANI...



Room No. 619
Th<t Inlormotton about _O', cloeottI ln ...... CII1lc l. Ie c...-.cI h'om IllGt
g1ganllo ~aplrGcy to def.ot the ends 01 )usttc. k_ as """'0
Inqu"l. Incluod-.:l .. a plece .,.""-.:1 " on Death" which was on
lnt.rv..- given by 51_ a I.... month,""'- his lInal detllfllloft, The
gaping hales In ItMo omclal "'enIooI of 5'-', deattl _ a~
"'I~ I'-Y that ....". _ bfutGlIy ........ . 11.

S_ Bolto beOOmfIlhe.t6lh penon
known 10 hove died in soeUf'1y
p o lice delenlH)n In Soull'l Africa,

Why w OS he ilMtoll'lecl1
l leutenonl Allred QoIIhuiren (li the
Gf(llhomstown I'ola who Ofde<ecl
8'ko "delenllOn ckJlon...:t 1tlaI on 18
August 1971 he receIWd Inkl<mo
non that Infla mmalorY pamphlets
weI. ~ing d istrib uTe d lnelllng
81ackslo riO!. He lur1l'>$f claimed fhal
he hod learnl thol 8,ko "'os on h il
'IIt;ry~ King WllHom', Town
oncl Cape Town cod hod reason 10
$IAPeCl IhOI 8,ko ..01 Il'IYOtYed In
wen d lslrltlul'\On. At B pm. lhefetore,
.... put up 0 roodl:*K:. end al obOuI
10.20 pm Sieve 81ko aod Pe' ''''' Cyril
Jones were onested and loken to
prl50n In Port Elizabeth.

11 August - • S<t9lember
For Il'le ned~ da'/'I 8,ta was
Mid In a '*'Of Walmer Pollee Sfo.
lIOn (POfl ElllCIbeItl) iOloonvnunlCOdo
and In solitary confinement, noked,
without boo,,", or mol.,.1011 01 ony
kind, He was nol o lloWl'ld Itle tun
dOmenloi prMIeQeI OCCOfded 10
detainees ' • . rhe nghl lo~ a nd
10 • •erclM lor on r-. 0 doy At
n ignl h& was handcU1'loKl and nil
lee! were 1fIOCkied by leg 1' 0<11
which we' . In turn lOCked onto
Ihe wo lil .

On 2 sep~bef 8,1(0 osked /01
*Otel' and .oop 10 wa./'I h lmsell,
and 0 washCIOII'I and comb. Me laid
10 !he visiting mogistl'aIe: ·' wonl lo
be a llowed 10 buy load. I II... on
bfttOd only """e, II It compulwry
It>OI I have 10 be noked? I have
been naked sinc e I come here,"
NOlt\lng was dQne 10 o.....,liO<QIehis
condiTion In any way.

uncser CfaA e xominoToon 01 _ In
QUeSI. COlonel GooMn enlor~on
IhlJ ee-e IOken 10 _ rhOI deIoI_
were not Injured a nd made the
Tollowln g f re ud ia n $lIp : " We l'Klve
no.eoson toOi$OUn a delol...... , No
aAOUII chorget hove been broughl
again sT my ossou lTlng teem."
I.ooghlef IolIc "e d and he char 'OOd
IhlJ pNose to '_ Ii'll"" rOQOlion
leam.'

On 6 Sep tember BlkO was Ioken 10
Room 619 In SCnlam BUild ing In Port
ElUObelh. According 10 lhe secu.ity
POlICe, "'" InleuOQOlion begOl'i 01
10,30 am and Iasled 1111 6 pm. MajOr
Horokl Snymon le--.:lrhOl 8Iko lint
(Idopte(l on oggreAlve oTIi~ but
admilled by 6 pm thOT he onc::l
PatriCk Till, anoTher delalnee, were

responsible lor compi ling _ In.
llommolorY pamphletS. Biko hOd to
sleep In SOnlam BullCllng thOl n lQhl.

. ceocse The secu,ity police were
Otro ld that he would communlcale
....Ith Block c leOnen Of ......rdoorl, Blko
-....:K '.guarded" by a nIgh1squod al
In.ee led by Lleulenant WIllr.en
a lThough Snymon oceeP'8d tnot
m.ey _ e 'n lQhTInterragoton' d u.·
Ing c rou-e. a mlnotion.

7 sept.mber
Wilken admlned that he sow " a
oorkenlng aI _ sIlln Similar 10 a
tllnhmark . dark tlrawn. aDove
18'ka'l l lell eye'. buI he " pIoC:ed no
volue on • .~ MedlCOle. ldence sug.
gotnled tnot Blko sullered head
Inlul ie s ellhef during !he n ,ght 01 6
sepTember or tlelore 1.30 am on 7
Sep te mber.

(/rom ,." 10 right!: Goo$en, SN!tbeft
Snyman.and WUken

At 7 am on 7 September ...... day
In!efTOOClllOn team corne on duly: II
Wi . '11 0d al hAojcw Snymon, CapIoin
S''' tler'I. Warront OIIiCer Beneke.
Oe)e(;ljve Sergeonl Nl&\IWOUdl and
Worron l on>eer Marx.

Blko'l leg.lronsand hondculb were
removed. sold Snymon, and he was
gllered a c hal, to ill on: he got a
wild expteAion in h ks eye$ sudden
ly. and jumped all "'" choir and
1Iv_ !he chOir 01 $n<ymCrL 8Iko 1I'I8n
IoIhed OIllenelre and pinned h im
agalFl$T a steel cablnet . II took tne
enllre team to overpower Blko a nd

put hor ldeutts and leg irON on him.
B,ko continued 10 sIn.tQg" agoi.....
1'111 conflnemenl.

Snymon gave ltle reason lo r Blko 's
behaviou' 01 The " re velollOnl" N
mode to likO. When OIIled 10 pro
duce I"e", sworn sta Tem ents .
$rl." lOll produCed Puleo ,.., ob rong.
In g trom t5 to 30 Seplember.
Counsel lor "'" Blko Iam'ly . Svdnev
" en!rld ge. lemo.-ked: "Thete could
n ot have been p ut to h im dUflng h is
Iiteti me ,WtIQI we have got here lI a
smear prepo!ed otIer B,ko 'l deoTh
and I Ininl! it is a disgfoce, ~

Aeeordong10Siut>e<T and ItAc:n. 8Ik0
,epealed The words -You ore IfllI.
mldoTlng me. 'fOU are hareAing
me" during The In te rrogg' lOn and
dUf lng tne slrug g le .

AbouI7,30 e-n Snymon .epoNed to
Gooserl tnOI B'ka hod tleCQme very
aggr8AlY&.~ ImmediOtefy
-.t to Room619. Biko ...os iIIIong on
the mOl t>on<ICulted and w lln Ie9
il ons l hac kled to o n Iron bel gr il le.
Goo l en Im m " dla te ly t,led 10
te lep hone tile DIstrlcl Surgeon. Of
Nor Long.

In one aIIidOViI, Lang fixed _ ......
al _ e.omir lOl~ , 0112 noon and
In a nother oftidQvjI, he cloImed rhOI
II WOlf 01 9 ,20 am, Colonel Goosen
hod e xp reMed concern mOl Blko
might have suffered a stroke since
he ......1 no! eOIlng 'nor -....:K he able
10 speak and WOlf no! ullng FIll
1imb5·. Lang tound!tlol BiltO hod a
small loee<at;otI an his llel. two
swollen hondI. a bruise neQf his _
oonct rob . swollen IeeI and ankles
and thOtBiko'SiP88Ch WOlf " Inlet" .
COlonel Goosen InlOfrned Long tI1<ll
Blko had studied medicine tor lour
years. Lang did no! OIIlBlko how he
gotlhe cut on hlilip and "'" bru~
on h ks chesl tleCO.- Goosen hOd
told h im !tloI ~B"'o hod~ Into a
'ooe and hod onempled 10OISOult
on aII~ wlln a c hair and hod 10
ee ' ellrQlned." Long d id notInlnk 01
Ofderlng rhOI tI'8 leg IrOfll ee remov·
ee. La ng was allhe opInlon thoTBiko
WOIlhomminO. on lmpIeUion derlY
ed enlifely tram Goo I un.. Altnough
he e xa m ined B'kO'S head ......
COfetully he lolled to see tI'8 injury,
on InIUfY wIlleh -....:K clearly vISible
on photograph. token oil... Biko 's
dooltl.



ON DEATH
l a n!Ol si!Olned Ihe rene.... ln !Ol
slatemenl'

" Thi. is 10 Certity 1110 1 I have
e. amint-d SIeve 8il<0 a. a re.ull 01
a request trcm Colonel Goosen of
the Security Police ....ho complained
fhaf fhe abovemenlioned ....ould nol
speal<.

" 1have found no evtcence ot a ny
a b normallfy or palhOIO!Oly on
delainee,'

Goosen .aid Ihal he requesled a
certilicale beca u. e he I<new 11101
"Ihere wou ld be tremendous propo
ganda If anything ....ould happen
10" 8iko . Goo.en sold Ih af he
Ihoughf alii " a . a possi bility" 1110 1
Blko mighf have bumped h i. head
during Ihe .Iruggle

• Sll plem~

Snyman mode the following entry In
Ihe Occurrence Book, "The
de tainee wa. very a ggre..ive, Ihen
beco m e be.erk, Ihrew a c l'la ir 01
me, a nd rustled willi clenched fiSlS
01 olher mambe'S of lhe sten. Aller
a l1emendou. strugg le he fe ll wil h
hiShead ogainsr a wall and susta in,
ed an injury 10 h is body ." Th is wo.
Irregula r beeause .Ianding o<ders
provide Ihot enlrie. in Ihe OCCur,
rence !look aboul prisoners wl'la are
kepI under rewainl should be mode
im mediatel y. Snyman's reason tor
Ihe la le enlfy was 11I01 he fe ll lhal
Biko was lhomml"'!Ol. Goosen le tt tI10l
Ihe Security Pence use standing
orders only " 0$ guid elines" , Biko '.
condilion m ust ha ve c ou.ed SOme
anxiety because Goosen ordered Dr
Long !o conduct o n01l1er examino
lion, long wcsccccmpcned by the
Chief Distrlc l Surgeon, Dr Ilenja min
rucee.. Goooon soid: " I laid Dr
Tucker a rn:! Dr lang QI my suspicions
because Blko hod nOl lakenlOOd or
tlq u id. We ho d here a m an who
would nol ea!, recct or tcnc and wl'la
used no lolle t facilities. I slill lllooghl
he wa s shamming,"

The doctors found Biko slll1 m ana·
cled and lhey were laid by Goo. en
11101Blko hod nof pa....d urinefor 24
hours. They found on excrruectton
lIlaf 8iko'. b la nke f. were wef wllh
u,ine and that l hey were smelling
They d id net a . k Biko why he wet
h i. bed.

Biko, ac cording to tong 'sevidence,
complained at vogue pain. In hiS
head and back. tucker .aId he
found a daubllul 'possib le extensor
p lanlar reuex'. fhis m eanl 1l1at wilen
he Slroked the side 01 8il<o's fool. in
slea d 01 hi. loes curling Inwards,
Ihere was a sign Ihal h is b ig ice
mighl be lurning up wards,

Tucker's allidavil sla led Ihal Ihere
were a braSions around both wrisl s.
" e did not Ihlnk II n.eces.sary 10
nOle any po..ible reason. fo< Ihese

You are ellher eeve a nd proud or
you ore dead, and when YO'" are
dead , you c an·tcare anyway, And
your melhod 01 death c an lIsell be
a politicizing th ing . So you d ie In the
riols. f or a hell at 0 101 ol lt1am. In
icct. there 's really nothing to rcse -,
utmost Iilerally , given Ihe kind QI
situalion. thaI they come Irom. So il
you c an overcome the personal
fear 10< d eath , which is a h ighly
irralional th ing , YOO know, then
yo u're on the way.

And In inlerrogatlon IIIe same lOr! 01
It1lng a pplies, I was tolking to this
policeman. a nd f fOld hIm . " II you
....a nl uSto make any Pl'ogr..... the
bestlhlng Is for us to !a ik, Don 'l try
any form 01 laugh stuff. because 11
Just WOl1'l work " And th is is cbsokrte
Iy true a lso, Fo< I just cooldn'l .....
what Ihey coctc do 10 me whleh
would make me all of a sudden
soIIen to them, If they lolk to me, well
I'm bourn:! ta be ottecled by them os
human beings, But the momenl they
adopl rOugh stuft. Ihey are im prlnl.
Ing In m v mi nd 1l'la11heyare police.
And I cnly understand one fo<m of
dealing wi1l1 police. and than to be
as unhelpful os possible, So I b utto n
up. And t tol d Ihem th is: " It's up
10 you."

We had a boXing malch Ille first clay
I wa s a rrested. Some guy Irled 10
clout me with a c lub . lwenl lnto h im
like a butL I th ink ~ wos under
instruclJons 10 lake jj SO lor and no
further. and using open hands so
thai he eeesn'uecve a ny marks on
the lac e, And 01 COurse he sol d
exactly whOI VOU _re .aylng JUSI
now: "I w ill k ill VOU." Ke m eanl to
intimld a le . And my answer was,
" " ow long Is If going 10 lake VOU?"
Now 01cour... they were observing
my leac 1lon. And they could see
that I wo s c omplele ly unbothe,ed,
Il tney beat me up, II's to my advan.
lo ge, I con use i1.

They jusl killed som&body In loll 
a Irlend 01 mine - c bout ten days
be/ore I was a rre sted. Now If wou ld
have been b loody useful evidence
for them to a ..c on me, At recst If
wo u ld indica l e whal ki nd 01
poss ibililies were there. leading ta
th is guy's dealh So, I wanled them
10 go ahead a nd do who t they
cou id do, so tha t I could use II. I
wasn 't ,e all y a tra id Ihal the ir
violence mighl lead me to m a ke
revelations I d idn 't wanl fo make ,
because I had noth ing to reveal on
th is partic ular Issue. rwas operating
Irom a very good posil lon, arn:! lheY
were In a v"'Y we<lk posillon, My atli·
lude i., I'm not going to a llow Ihem
to c arry oul the ir programme foilh·
hilly. II Ihey wont ta beal me five
times. they con only do so on con
dltlon that I allow the m to beat me
live limes, If I react sha rp ly, eq ua lly
and oppositely. fo the first clop, llley
are nol going 10be able ta systema ·
l iCal ly count the nelClllxlf crces.you
see , II's a light. So Iflhey had meant
10 give me so much 01 a beal ing,
and not mo<e. my Idea is 10 make
them go beyond whollhey wanted
10 give me and ta give back as
m uc h as I con give SO thol il
becomes on uncontroll ab le th ing ,

Yo ,", see the one eecerem Ihis g uy
had with me, he CO\J ldn'l really fight
willi m e bacau... il meanl he m usl
h il back, like a man, But he was
g iven Inslruc~ons. you see. On how
10 hll. and nOW Ihese instruc tions
were nc longer applying becau...
II wasa Ilg hl. So he l'lad fo wll hdraw
a nd gel mo<e IMlruc l ions. So I said
to them, " listen. 11 you guys wa nlto
do Ihls yoor way. yOU hove got to
ho nd c uf! me and b ind my teel
toge ther. SO that I ccn't respond
And I'm atroid you may have to kil l
me in Ille process ..ven ~ II's not your
Inl enlion" ,



obroslonl. He 0110 Ihoughl thol lh"
lip Injury wos evld..nee at a heod In
jury but olked no q .....l bonl rela~ng
to thll

Tuc ker recommen.ded !hol I 'ko be
tclcen to hospllol in orOer !hoi a
ilP&CICII~ COUld e .amine h im. Hoe
""'OS convlncecl w"ol "'" did not hove
a sicll man on hll honds., but simply
wonted anon- opiniOn. A hospitoI
and a speclollsf _e """tied to
moIee -... ' .".". hoppief"

During the otIernoon, Dr """sch.
consu ltonl phyliCloro at S'fdenhom
~WOIOOi"""ledordogreed
to ellOrTl~ I .ka Ioge"- wiII'l Dr
long. The IfonPer took ploce o!Ief
dortl . Goosen~ Insfn.IcIions Ihat
only ..tiM "",,",ben 01 !he poliCe
torce should QIUOI'd "ko.

Hench got !tie Im l)<ftSlon Irorn
GooMn Ihat I ,ko was feigning and
lhoI!liko ""OS dangerOUl, He Claim
ed!hol he never noliCed Ihe bfu lse
on !l ikO" heod or Ihe ICQb IhoI WOI
apparenl In Ihe p Olt·mo rlem
pnotogro ph, "but In l etrocpecl I
have quite a cleor p icture 0 1 him
ltondlng with a wM lSh orea over h ll
le I! eye tho! I thoughl ""OS d ry IOl iva
01 sputum, "

H" rsch examined !l lko ocout 9.45
pm. II was agreed that a lumber
p uncture be perlolmed the ""xl
morning to e. clude the pos$lbllity 01
cerebrat hoemorrhoge or o ther
cerebral d ioeose,

9 S.pt....- ln,
Al 3 am, I ,ko WOI tound lI",ng In a
bath 01 W01-.r w,'" hll c lolhM on. A
"""' houn later he ""OS agein tound
in the boIh. but 11'111 tlme !tie boIh--
A Iumt>Ol punctur. ""OS periormed
by~ in .... mQl'ilnO- About 9.4S
am long " ..IIed I ,ko. Wa l d er
She/'IotI~ to h om !hoi I ,ko
hod eaten holl a pIcmI 01 load anc!
Ihat oil hll CIomoe1_.IOOkIng _
d uring !tie eally I\ou,s 01 the
mOfning

Kersch intorm.c:l l o ng !hoi the
cerebfOo$plnol Ilu id. o ll houg h not
ul'Ider p'esw,e, was blood$tolned.
Bl ko remolned 01 Syde nhom
hospikll during the n lg hl. There" no
evidttnce 01 h is condltlOn.

On the torm senl with B,ko 'lsplnal
flu id to the Instltule tor Med ica l
R-orch for tesllng the nome of the
pel lenl WOI mode cut 0 1 " Stephen
Nje lo" . Hoersch claimed that o n
orderly at !he hoipllOl mull hove fil~

ed In IhiI nome.desplle the Joct IhoI
1111 cleorly the doetor'sduly 10Iobel
!tie specimen boftIot.

10 '-91.mboN
Hersch a nd l ong agreed that a
neu,o-sulgeon should be consulted
anc! II necessary o n X-rQy01 "'" Iku ll
be obloined. M r If Keeley, °neuro
surgeon ""'OS 01 !he opinlQn Ihcl
"-e was no evldenc. 01cerebra l
hoemonhoge or any other twain
domoge o nc! that an X-ray was un
neeeNOty. Hoe OQfeed IhoI " ko
should be,eturned to !he CUIb:l'y 01
the securitypol~ l)<0¥1ded Ihat he
WOI • •amlned doity by 0 doCtao .

Long ........, I 'ko at 3.30 pm and
tound hltn " OOi ntaoklble" wiII'l "no
complalnll" . Hoe •.c.loed a report
IhoI 8.ko hod "!'lung a pIcmI 01 load
011 !he botd onlo !he 1Ioor" wiII'l h iS
hondI 01 mlCldOY.

A bed letter by l ong and He< sch
said IhoI "-e ....as no po"'Ology.
IhoI the lumbar pu~e was nor·
mal onc! IhoI "-_ was no sign 01
brain Inju ry (they d id noI consider
!he upgolng toe _louIj.

it S<lp l....ber
On the momlng 0I1he 11th, Biko wos
la k" n bock 10 0 mo t at Ihe Wa lmer
Polle " stencn. There h. WOJ In Ihe
c horge 0 1Sergeonlva n veuren. He
lound Blko on the cem.nl lioor with
h ll head towcud the cell bers a nd
h ll teet neaf th_ mats, There WOI
troth on Biko 'l mouth and hll "'VIM
_e g lozed. He " led to give Blko
water but "-_ WOI no .ecx:Ilon. Hoe
JQQIl hold 01 l ika " om behind,
dfogged him onlo Ih . m o ts,
COWIed nltn WIth blonkell and 0011
edlhe security pol~. Hoe sow no ln
jurieS on "ko . AI 6,20 pm .... book·
ed "ka out 01 Ihe Wa lmer Police

""""".
Goo en ......led &"a at Wa lmer at 2
pm. Hoe notIOe<J 1hoI'*0'1 bt.alhing
""OS wr~1or and IhoI "-e was
JooI'I'I on hiS lie-. Hoe """phoroed
Tucker. AI ) ,20 Tucker ..omined
l iko. Hoe Iouod I ,ko in on opolhehc
condition.. The head injury, now be+
_ 4 o nc! I days old. was still noI
¥;sible 10Tucker, even Ihough he ....·
amine<! l iko·I Ie" .,.,. with a Iorch.
Tuck...... _ltOmlnOlloo , Ioolc 5 m1flUte1;
II ignored: !he ......- 01 consciousness,
Ihe p lonlor r..u.. ond the slight
weoknell 01 "'" Iellilmb ,

Tucker 1. ll thet I lko should be " o ns
lerred 10 (I prison w ith 011 pollible
Ioc:llltie l . Goosel'l phoned 8rlgadier
l le tlma n 01 the Securi ty Po llee
heooquo rl<!lrs 11'1 Pretor ia, He receiv·
ee orders 10 IrQnsler I lko 10 the Cen
tral PTlson in Pretorlo, 11no m llllory
plane was avalloble, rOOd transpor1
WOI to~ uled II Tuc ker hod no 01>
iflCliOtII. TUCk'" hod no objeeliOnl
os long os liko was ptOlfIded with a
mattress. or sornelhlng.lIOft Ie lie on.

"

Goosen did not wanl to tra nl ler h im
10a Port (1 Izo~III hoapllol because
"I stili thoug ht .... was I. ig n lng . I
Ihooghlll WOI~bIe IhoI he could
be avM. d to ..cope andleo¥e the
country,"

&'kO was Ironllened In a IondfO'lel
willi the seatI .ttmO¥fId. The only
Iocillty gi¥en to him ""OS a contolnel
01 water. Tucker agreed 10 this
or'arogr!llft4llol beco..... he did " not
consider 1"0 '. conditIOn to be so
lIlfiOul" . ... also did not know '1ha!
in JhII por!ICulor sIIUOIIon one could
0¥errlCIe !tie decIIionI mode by a
r8lfXlt\llble poliCe oII\cer ." ""'""'
did Dr long. wI'lo a lso opprO\'ed 01
the 7ll) kilomottr. ride. IoIh~
ord long Odmllled IhoI !he interest
0I 1hf111 poMnI woslUbordlnoted to
!he inNorflll 0I_1ty.

The m.n wI'lo accompanied " ko
were Siebert, Wllk"" o nc! N'"",
woudI. 81ko was noked Ie ploce a
damper on any escape attempt
They lei! Port EliZabeth at 6.30 pm.
Siebert cla,m ed II'\ct when l ights
_. shone onlo the ...",1C1e he lOW
that !llka ""OS awok. , When they opo
l)<ooched "'" vehic le 10 unlOOd
81ko he I lo rted breath ing d eeply,

12 S<lpt..,,~,

A Sergeant Pre torlul. a medical
orderly at PTetol lo, said Ihol 81ko
looked serIOUsly III and he Ieored lor
h il ille. T"'" secu,lty poliCe Inlormed
h im IhCII Bika l tud led medicine lor
lour veors. Ihat he procIiled yoga
and lhol he COUld m islead peopIot.

Aecord lng to Wilken, "ko was nor·
mol Uporl ONtval In PTetorIO. &Iko
reluled load and water and did not
relieve hlmsell eluting"'" entlfe 14
hour IoU....."

Dr Andr_ ¥On lvt . 'Ol,oIned ""o at
3 pm on 12 $eptember. Hoe lOW IhoI
8,ko hod~ to " portoII;e 01
0I'\yIf'I1ng" Jar a .... and !hot dol>
Ion could lind " no toutr wiII'l him.
Hoe diOQr'lOled oer-ol weotneu
ord del'l1dlanon os a .esull 01 hil
ho¥Ing hod " no tood or liquid" tor
1 days. He l)<8SCfIbed 0 t'ip , anc!
gave l iko a ¥!tOmln injeellon. "ko
IaV on a mot on the IIoor and not on
o bed when 'IOIllyl _xomlned him .

U $<IpMmboN
Jim my Kluger, the MN\IsIer 01 JuIIIce.
iu ued th_ lo llowlng lIo lemenl ,
" Slnee 5 Sectember Mf Blko lelused
h ll m ea'i a nd thl 80tened 10 go on
a hunger l"lke ..."

14 '-9'....boN
Kruger addressed 0 Nol ionaili t
Party Cong reu as 1oI1owl:

" am not glod a nd I am not lOrry
about MI Blka. Il Ieove1 me cold.
I con soy nothing lOyou. My pel"
son who d i_1 . •• I IhCIII a lso be
sorry" I d le," llo u-ghter).



W6LL ,'U...L.T'SA~ ,
' DEATUfROM NATURAL CAWS"

''But now, there are a lot at scan·
d ol stories and all sorts 01 pest
tlons are now token agalnstll1e
SOuth Atrican Police. And even II
I am the ir Minister, Mr Chairman,
it they ho d done 50mething
wrong I sholl be II1e lirst man 10
toke them betore II1e courts, They
kr1l)W 11. "

" And Indeed I>e began to p"sh
his tood and water aWQy _ II1at
were continually g iven to him SO

that he would heely eat or drink.
II is ve ry lfue what Mr Venter (0
congress delegate) soid about
prisoners In South Atrlco having
the 'democra tic right' 10 starve
themselves Iodealh, It isa deme>
crolic rene."

" Inc id enta lly, I can lust te ll con
gress, the day eercre yesterday
one at my own lieutenants In the
p rison service also commilled
suicide and we hove not yet
accused a single prisoner: '
(Laughler)

16 sepl.m~,

Goosen sent a telex message 10
Security Police Headquarters in
Pretorla,ln evidence he denied the
existence at the message but It was
revealed by Zletsman. The te lex
stated 11101 8iko was In a semi..eomo
and the te lM reters to injuries which
were " Inlllcted" on 7 september.

Th. maglstral. '1 finding
Mr Ma rthlnus Prins round : " The
ceuse or likely couse at Mr 8ika's
deall1 WQSa head Injury, tollawed
by extensfve brain Injury and other
complications caUSing a ren al
tallure.

" the head Injury wa s probably sus
ta lned on th e morning at 7
September during lI1e scuffle with
Security Police In PortElizabeth, The
avai lable evidence does not prove
that death wos brought about by on
oct or omission involving on ollence
by any person: '

Pretoria', Chiet Mag istra te closed
the tourteen day Inquest In 80
seconds.

M-.dlcal Ettlici
The protesslon 01 medicine i, based
tundamenta lly on the premise: do
not harm. Partic ipation In ofllc~1 tor·
ture Is not expected trom members
oI lt1e medlcol prolession . The South
African Medica l and Dental Coun
c il (5AMDC) and th e Medica l
Association 01 South AITlca hove loll·
ed to deal with l ong , Hersch and
Tucker In any way and have both
lound that there Is no evidence at
Imp roper Of disgfoceful conduct on
the port at the doctors,

The oecic-encn at Tokyo i, a
guideline tor d octors a llendlng to
prisoners or d etainees, It soys, in ter
a lia, that,
A. The d o c to r eneu not

countenance, condone or porn
cipote In the p ractice at tenure
or other tormsol c ruel, Inhuman
or degrading procedures ,
whotevef the offences at which
the victim at such procedures is
suspected , accused or guilty
and whatever the vlctim'Sbellet
or motives ...

8. A doctor must ha ve complete
clinical Ind ep end ence In
deciding upon thecoreol a per.
son tOf whom he or she Is
medically fesponsible, The doe
to r's tundamental l o le I' to
alleviate d istress 0 1 his or her
teucwmon and no motive
whether persona l. collective or
pol ltlcol sholl prevai l agair\St this
higher P'Jrpose.

The Dec la ration at Geneva wa s
adopted by the World Medical
Association In September 1943 and
it states:
A. The health at my potlents will be

my tlrst ccnsjde-cnco.
8 I will not permit conSiderations of

rel igion, nationa lity, race, porty
politics or secret stand ing 10 if\.
tefvene belwee n my duty and
my patients.

C, I will maintain lhe ulmQ$! respect
tOl human lIle tram the time 01
conception: even und er threat,
I will not use my medical
knowled ge conlfa ry to the lows
at humanity.

The Hippocratic Oalll includes the
tollowlng: " Into whatsoever h-ouses
I snon enter. I will go for the benetit
01 the sick, abslalnlnglTorn a ll votun
to ry wrong and corruption."

And ttl. law
Sir DaVid Napley at the 8ritish l a w
Society was Invited a s an Indepen
dent obse rver to the Inquest by lI1e
Association 01 law Societ ies 01 SOuth
Atrica: his observation was that It
was the clear duty at the Deputy
Allorney--Genera l to present 10 , a nd
test, on beha lt at the mag lS!rate. a ll
lIle relevant ava ilable evidence.
Napley went on , " ... I come awa y
with lhe clear Imp ression that, on
such occasionsas he InlefVened, his
questions wefe d irecled to preserve
the position preViously taken up . To
this end on occasions he Intefven
ed to sup port the police and
doclors although they were already
fepresented by othef COunsel," Of
course, the very Deputy Allorney·
General decided that no criminal
p roc e ed ing s would b e token
aga lns! lhe police.

Nap ley continued : " It. even a t IhiS
stage, proper and vigorous pol ice
enquiries are p ursued. In the
knowledge and 10 the end lhat
lhose whO trustrated Justice in this
case performed no service to lt1elr
country or to the establishment of
eenee Internotional rela li-Qn, " II1en
" the sense a t outrage wh iCh
appears to ha ve been generated
by thisenquiry can still perhaps be
msuaged." '

In the hea,lngln on Amerlcon Court
01 Appea l relating to lI1e torture and
d eath of Joelito Fllartigas by the
Inspeclor Genera l at sese e at Asun.
clan, Po ra ouoy, on American High
Court Judge ruled lI1at official
torture by a notional police agency
01 Itsown clli zens Is a violation of in·
ternolionollaw. The torturer. like the
pirate and the sla ve holder, is
'hOl tl l humanl g.n"rl , ' _ on
enemy at all mankind ,

,I. ONE PEOPU ONE AlANIA
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BANNED
for

BLACKNESS
The contribution that the Coll e ct iv e in tended
in c ludin g on this pag e w as a tr ibute to Biko e ntitled
" Biko - the Man" . It w a s penned by Peter Cyril Jone s.
AZAPO's Cape V ice-Pre sident and the last man to se e
Biko a live.
Peter 'PC ' Jone s is pre sently b ein g held under Secti o n
28 o f the In te rnal Security Act and cannot be quoted.
In terms of the Prisons Act. n o photograph o f 'PC' c a n
b e published.
Two o th er c lo se a ssoc iate s of Steve a nd recent ly
re leased Robb en Island graduate s. v iz Satha sivan
'So th s' C oope r (AZAPO's Deputy Pre sident) and
Justice Edmund lindane M yeza (AZAPO 's Publicity
Se c reta ry) are also h eld under Sec tio n 28. along w ith
the re spective Chairpersons of the Lenasla and Se b o
keng Branche s v iz Haroun Patel and Oupa Hlomuka.
What has c h a nge d sin c e the murder of Ste ve Biko?

Kamal Nasser's Last Poem
Tro~ by Abdul Wo l'loob ( I",""rl

!leioved, " pelc~ WOld of my Qeolll reocl'Htl yoI,l
AI, cicne, you toodle my ooly clllld,
(OQ&lly Dwelling my return,
Shed no teo" In SOR'OW lor me
For III my I\omololond
lite ~ degrodot\on ond wounds
And In my 8'yei .... C<Jl1of OO"Qll" r1AQ1
e.l:wd. ~ word of my deoIh~ you
And .... I'I'IOI.n'*I cry O\,f:
thoJ Io't'oI one tlos ~'«1.1'IilI \'iIOQ' gonoJ Ior_,
And~ tlos dled Wl!llin .. boeom of tile IIow«
Shed 110 IeOf'I ... ...... on llIe
And "'1my only cr., my Io¥ed ontO,
~~ f8OttSM$ of vour lotl'>e<'I blIillg
HoWl b&&n louc!led by v1iions of hli peope,
Splilltered Illoug htl bestowed 1111 potIl
AI tie will'>8ssed !tIe wound s of oppreuioo.
III reYOll, he sel himMil 0 gool
He beea.. Ie 0 1'I'\DffYf. IUbllmoied 1111 being.
_ c/ll:Jnged llii £lfO'pe"

Dlipell8I(! ItIeW MolVrel and impfovlMd
And III !tie Ioog 1IfuggIe, I'IilI blood lowed
MIl lolly ¥Ilion \Ii 'c)Ide<llflotinliJ _ 0InIwIy
• _ r«JChel you. ond Inendi~ to you,
ThfI;r eves IIlIed wiIl'l couOOuI conoem.

smile 01Ihftm ill klnd_ tor
my dl101t'l -..1 11 bring Ill. 10 011 :
My peope'l drl101l\I or. my Ihrine
of whicll l pray. tor wIIiCIl I live,
The eciIOCy ol creotlon worllli my being. ihoutIng ol lOY,
FI I~ng .... w.." 10'4, 01 daV IoIIow1 daV.
EmeloolllQ my srruggllng touI and tlOdY_
ImmortoIlzed om lin !tie I'Ieon$ ol .-.ndI
I .... Ody In OIher1' Il'IougtIII and 11.'l(Illel.
h lgye(!, • word reocheI you DOd you feg lor me

Should you Ihudder ond 'fOUl cl'lefIkI gtOlIf pole
AI. po" 01 the IacfI ollhe moon.
Allow n f'OIlo Iooil upon you, nor
feosl on the beouly ol 'fOUl gore
For I om jeoloui ol llle light 01 the moon ,
Tell my only one, for I love 111m,
Thol l oo.e tasled Itle lOY 01 glYlng
and my IlfIorl relillMn the wounds ollOCrllice
Thoere Ii lIOII'ling leIIlor lIim
so.... the tIgI'lS Irom my iOII(l ••• so.... the r_1(Il iii ol my IuIe
lytng piled and 1COIIefec:.t ill '*'"-_
Tell my Ody one, . .... _ viUII
my~ and yeoms lor IIw ;;;met;'m~d""',
Tel '*" 1I'0OI one day l lhal ffIIum
- to pI(:Il Ilw In.oib.

te



FRAGMENTATION OF THE
BLACK RESISTANCE

W"",,,," In June 1",t pMoe~ thai ca .all ~ aIlon ...... "'-,,111"" In South ..frico alila L1, "'-.cI wIIh allilun", froM
.eparot. , ethnic un......, a'nl c1e~ ,IOJIII"""ts_"""thai It..... hod
un lHIcClrln, clollVO'CIrIC.: ttle "'idem trIM to kMP _"M!
C~ -.cIlndlun' In "'-SMVG~of """ wtln. ,ClItia
_I ancllleep ....tric..... .. 1n"'-boc~of IM ...n. ,=llomeal.

Just who con D<t fego<ded ~
. ep<ese" lO h... of t>IOd: oplnlOtl In
SOulI'l AIh<xl? thII q ....,mon otten
Cf_ my mind In monV COI ....no 
Ilonl ....,th people Ih.ough the COOl\
Ify and on reodlrllil var klul news·
paper r&PO'f1 on what b lo ck. hav"
to lOy on lopICol mafl&l'S, Once
mQl'e !he issue lO'OI highligl'ltoMtdul'
In'iJ II'HI oetxJte onwhe~ or noIlO
celebfCJle """ tOltl Af\oiIterIQfY of
!he " I:/epublic- 01 SOulI'l " !riCO. On
!he one hond M. Pol Poo¥oHngom
in Durban wos urging !he Indion
I)OJOClIe to celebfo!41 whilst. on the
a ll'.." t , people like Mr lA.wo
RomQObin and the toccue Porty
a rgued the cole ogalnll celebra
tlo l'l _ In " waZulu Chlel GolSha
llu1heIeli sIoIBd lhal lhe Zulu people
would oeleb<aIot wI'Iilsl elMwhe<e
pam.phlets _e "'....ibuted from
~ blac:lo _ reminding !he
~ IhOIhy..ouk:l be e.letMot
ing !he eounTleu sins of'" Nafloo.
ol'$! Go."hbTlent , It>e ,,,",,..ring
ltllng 01 00\II'S0t WOIIhe consp4¢uOUs
Silence a t !he url)(1I'l Alficon people
.,.capt tOf the hUlh&(l objec tions of
$0....,,10'1 Urba" &onlu COunciL Not
al Ony stage did onybody Stole (I

'eo<MfI"IQ"'" opIniOf''-

.. . ...'IfI.
Af'rt _ sto'{lng In South AfriCO will
not be complelelv IUrpriwd by Ihi$
Polltlcol opinioo il p<obobly very
clear-cut on IUU81 01 ttl ls nolu...
arnongsl the African pe ople
~klily. Howev." since the bon
nlng and horou.menl or block
poIitlCOl por1Ion - a dOngetoul
"'OCUum hoi~ ereored, the
Alr\cot'l NaIioIool COnor_ oncl loMof
!he Pan-Alrlcan Congr__e
bonMod in 1960; !he Indoon eon.
0'_ WOI roulttd out 01 e~illenoe

and e"or line. lI'Iere OOS been no

coord ,na\ed 0Qirl1on emonoting
"om II'Ie bIocIl ronks. Pe<t>opI It>e
ICliplOwn Choner ot>;eel~KJble
01 _ eirCun"ol1Ol108$lUOTOUnd'"Q II
m"~hl no- I)eefl - WOI!he IOIt 01·
""",,pi e"", mode 10 In l ill lOrne
amounl at poIlll...eneSi In I ioling
calegorica lly whOI blockl le ll on
political queltlons In !tie Iond at_I. forelOlhen.

...,.... II'Ie banning 01 II'Ie bIocIl
pah!'lCCll porheI in SOu!h " lrlca.
~·I l\eofII _e gri;»ed by
_ kind 01 foreboding IPOr tof
onylhing p oUlIC01. Not only _ e
pollia a cloied book. bul al .¥ttfY
earner one WOI grlH'lled by a 110 ".
li ke a pathy that etten bordered on
Ilm ld ity , To anyone IMng In Ihe
b lock ....."Id. _ hidden onget a nd
!uNfIOI1could olwQVi be seen shi"..
ing 1IYougIl1I'Ie looeI and oettol ll 01
I1'>eM ¥OIc" I"u rnoIIEl$ but " WOI
never verboI ised ben _ 0CII¥8

phose. II'IUQg8fY and ¥OOd0111m 
WOId irected 10one·1 kInd - a eleor
mandMtgliOtl 01frullroliOtl. 10 make
it worse. no rea l hope wa s a ltered
b y the outpul Irom !tie recently
ereetee e thnle l.ml...ersltiei, Sonl
a nd Iolhefs o llie. were concerned
obouI cull>ng It>emIeIveoI a niche in
a 1I!\1011on trom wtllch !tIey lOW no
hope of eseop;ng

D= II lt_
Aller thll bile! spotII ol li leooe during
whic h polit ical a elMty was mainty
laken up by liberals. b laekl llo""d

"

datlbIing wrII'l _ dangefouslheory
_ !tIol 01 worlung wi1!'lin !he ryslem.

"'"~WOIexploited 10!he lull
by II'Ie Noho" a lisl porty. Thus the
' especkJbility 01 MaIonzIrnd'ITro...
ke l wa l greatly b oolted by
NdQmse'l deClllon 10 )oln hands
with h im , Clea rly Nd o m.... being a
one-li me banned man. con"lneed
many people by h iS deeillon IhoI
ther. WOI _lI'Iiog 10 be gained
out 01 I1'>eM apartheid Ir'IIIrtufIOI"
SOon ' he. eclte . Ih e Calau.ed
l~ Porty. operOl>ng on on onft.
apo<the;d bckel WOI tormed 10
appaoe the Plc>-oparTheid Federal
Party wi1!'lin !he all-Calou' ttd I!ep<e
sen ta ll"e ceceeu. People'l logic
became ItranO"ly Iwlltttd. SOld a
memba< a1the Tra nslce l 'sopposil lon
Democ.allc Party: ··W. know thO!
lhe T,ann elan pa'llam.nl i$ a
IfOOQ8 body, We 0Ik you 10 elecl UI
10 lhOI stooge body!"

aut II seems !tIol noIhing IrlfIuenced
peopIot mote 10 Maocep l"· _ 'Work.
Ing w ith in th. I vslem" !heOtY thon
the deClllon by Chiel GO!IhO Buth.
lezl to JoIn in and lead the kwolulu
T. rrllOfial AUlhor lty. Chie l Getsha
luthe~zi hod tor a IanQ lime been
,egarded as ltle boIIIon 01 ' 8$i5
tone:<et 10 ltle InIIifUfIOn 01a ""r llotiol
auJhortty in kWCllu lu . Then one
morning a~ IntltnOIed
lI'IOI he might JuII 00'_10 10k. I up
and wIThin weeU Chief GOIIho
luthelezl was Indeed _ Chiel u·
e-cull~e OIIleer a1 1he kWCllu lu , ....
rllOf la l AuthorllV.



f o llowing 1tle c o pllulallOn 01 Chl.,
Gof$I'IO 8u1tleI.zl, a buM 01 ocllvlty
monllesled _II In !heM a porllwid
inItIM\OnI.. On !he one hand !he
lolXl'.N' PorIy *OS moI<lng tull UM of
!he iQ"CIIl~ plQrlonn - !he C0l
oured Rep : I .....1•• Ccu>dl1CSlCl

lio 0II1heif gr_OI'lOM against the
go.e"........., on !he 0"- Ctliel
GaIIha fluIhelezl *OS bit becoming
a n .mba" assm.nl 10 1tle gav_
m . nl with 1tle kind of Ihlngs h. WQI
saying.

cee.....
I bell.ve Ills Jusl Mi-. Ihal the con
Iu$IOn 0WIf who or. 1M~ of
!he t>Iack .arid tNtQOl, lio a'ise
8eco_ oIh1lncreooed~l$Q.
lIOn of _ t>Iack mon'l complolntl.
!he people - ttSl)8CloUy !he ""'lie
'oOOricl _ began lio 10k.'-vcD:luI
voICeI 01 speaking on beholl of and
0 1 IeQden; of !he tll<K:k wortd. TIlII
kind of p lclure WOI pom<:ulorly tlulM
up tIy Ihe Eng ll i h p.ea, whOlo llow,
ed In detail . v..rylhlng PItOPle li ke
Ctllel Gotsho 8u!helezl d id and said.
O! COU.1e In !he obeeoce 01 any
orgon lzed opiniOn II began 10
sound _ to some t>Iack po:oopIe
~ 01 II th,. _e!he eose,
The bet '1>01 MciIanzi,m(J abO jOined
In Ihe band wagon of m ililanI
defnOnds has mode ......,one sal
bOCk and cloP, People orgue!hol
_ Naf~lIs1$ nove been coughl
In _If own oome, The tliock lion II
tleglnn lng !(> .oile III VOIce, Thlill a
g ran c v..r.simpIilICallon,

Whal in toel Is happening II rholth.
tIlc:K:k ...orklll beginning 10 tie c0m
pletely Irogr...., o!edandll'lOl people
ore beginning 10 IOIIl I8Cl\onoI
polNcI..' .....ould rQIher ..... 10 belie ..
lhoI the wooD.lun long ago by
1M "kJIIoo IOl is! PorIy and lI'lOI it II In
bet a port 01 the P'OO'..... ,ome."'*
Ih. kind 0 1 nOllel mod" tly
IM'helezl. !he labour Party a nd of
Io'e Motonzimo. who can o rgu.
thol tliock opin ion II tilting I tIlled In
SOuth Africa? Mo.eover any vll ilar II
made 10 ..,.. lhat!hele people o'e
ftOhtIng tormora COflC8$IiOtII in!helr
own crea (13"" of !he land). They
occepIlhoI!he .GII of South AfrleO
iI klr whlllts. Also .-.. of !hem _
hlfnMlI 01 I\gI'lling the bot!Ie klr all
t>Iack people , Xholoi wo nt !heir
TrQI'lII<ei. !he luIuI ..... KwoZuiu. ere.
Col; unocl P lOP" IIOl'Il I • _ret
hopei of belnSl clo ..tf~ 0 1
" brown Atrillonera" ond~Ior.

merllInSI odmltIo_1nto _ white
100Sl'" while Indian ~IemlSlht
be S1lv,," 0 vote to Iwell the bun..
_ betw....~ancl African...
01 course !heM prom.... will ..
be Iullilled - at IeaII not In a hurry
_ and in !he If....... 'lime 1M ...-ny
tlslll1dfK SCIu!Il AJrICO .... a~.
IOuQNno QIOud at _ Iraomen"-d

a ttemp l. tly thS pqwerleu m a _
making appeal. 10 '" d80I eCJf$

Lo a"s..
' , he Tro.....ai II It>e Ac hll laS' heel 01
the NoliOflollSll

N c tolm intoell8CTUOl
poIlticlON who o/WO'fI quic:ll1O
..,.. a IoOQhOle In a fWO-foot..
thICk iron WQll ,Thllil lolia logic. Iha
Tfonll<ai, Iha CRC. ICwoZu lu and 011
fheoSe 0"- oporlheIcl inIlIluI\OnI ......
modern-typa Ioogom behind wtllc h
th. whll" In Ihl. counlfy are going
10 hid. lhamselveslor a lQn.g tim. 10
come , Slowly 1tle ground II tieing
Iwep l 011 from unda< our leal a nd
soon _ 01 t>IoCkl will bal_ com
pie"'''' IhoI 00..- poIltiCOl .Ighll ......e In
loci In out "own" ......801, lheraot\ef
_ sholl ftnd 1IioI_ hOve no leg 10
Iklf'Id on In tnQlI:""Q demO O(!I ...... 0f"t'I'
righfl In "mornlond While South
AIrico" ""'1(;fl1nC1denIoI1y will com
pmemor.IhQn!IY~01 !he
Iond 01 our larelalllef$

This I. Ih. major dong..' Ihol I lee
la c ing th. tllock community a t Ihs
preaenl momenl - 10 be 10 c ondi,
Iioned tIy !he IyItam 01 10 mok.
...... 00..- f'I'lOII walk;:Qnlodared ._
IOnce 10III ""thin !he system bath in
lGfmIof ... ............. andollhegooli
WitneA _ new ...,..;ng ornongsI
~ 01 '" Indian commun,ty In
Durban. p must admlll lOY thll with
poin In my heorll- E_ IIf\C8 word
*OS Ialloowl lhat llle Indlon COUn
cil w il l 0 1 IOfT>8 lulu.s dol. be
electad. a number 01 Inlelllgeni
peop l. a re Ih lnk lng oI .evlving Ih..
India n con",en and 1..lllng Illorm
some kind of opposilion within the
. yslem, Thll Is dangeroul re lrO
grfl'Sl/V8 th.....lng whiCh thould be
gi..... no tlraothlng 1ClOOS· These
opoolhaiid InIIitufionI ......e awolloQvo-.
""Q 100 many good people who
woukl be uaetul in a meaningful
P' OO'o._ of OIfnCInC lpohOfl of the
bloCk people.

Leod. "
WhOor. leode'l of Ih. tllock world
then ~ !heyor. not 10 tie Iound In ee
a porl heid Inl l l l ullOn l ? C I.orl y.
tllack p.opl. kn.ow llial Ih.ir
~ ....... IhoIa people who o r.
now . 1_ In Robben IIIond 01 In
tlo~1 Ol in • • ,Ie _ voluntary
0I_._.1'aQp1e 1•• 104oncIe1o.
Sot>uif_. Kattwodo. M D Naldoo
and many otI'>en will oIwoyI hOve
a plaCe 01 honOur In our mind. Oi
the true leoder.of!he people. lhay
may hav. tleen tlro nded com·
munlsll. lOt>oleurl. Of IlmllOr names
_ In Iocl lh.y may hOVS tlesn c on
viCted of simila. oIIenc.1 In law
courts t:JuIthll doat not detrOCllrom
the reol.' ooa of !heir worth. These
_. po:oopIe who octad wilIl 0

dediCol\ofI unparalleled in moder"
Ii........ Their OOi iQ8l " wtih our e>lighl
01 bIod; people mode them goln..

Ihe natura l IUpPOfl 01 the mOU 01
tllock people W. may dliOg.aa
wlrh 1Qm81hi"9l!hey did t>uI know
1hoI!hey spot<. thelonguOQe 01 ........-
Does_ '_II : ..... maonlhOl l_
otIIoIul&Iv no actvontooe in the po.
.-t sekJp? UnIaU !he poIltiCOi
OIIuleneu of !he bloCk peeple
involved in !heM va'looi oporlhald
Inlfltut+onll. turlher Ihorpltfloftd. I am
o lrold we o ' e lOl l opprooehlng on
Impo..e, The n.w generollOn may
be rlghl in aec:ul lng \.0$ of colla
1)Of0f\0n In our own ClltslfuCt\ofI. In
Ga<monY Iha polly o/IiCiOl& who
daCIOed on whiCh Jew1; _e to be
lak.n a way W.'e 0 110 J.wI .
UIIimO tety Hil\at"1 gongs a lso coma
lor 1IMtm. ..... _ 01 !he d 'lIrdenl
toctort outad8 _ apor1heid lnslifU
t\ofII ore complelely 1i1&nced. Ihey
wil l come tor fhOle who moksnoi'"
In . ioe the lYI'etn , Once fhOl ho P.
penl the 1:>0\mdOrlel 01 our world
wlu rorever be the circumference 01
th. 13"" "t>Iock spoil" .

,.....
I'afhoPi one II'IOukl be 0 111Il.
potrhva at Ihil stooe· I COfT'PleIaIY
d 'lcou.oge Ih. m ov.me nl 01
;:-.pie \'om the left to jOin the IraIiII.>
liQnI 01 apcarheld . In IOyIng out 0
1Ir0legY _ olIen have 10 10k.
ooonlZOnce 0I1he .......,y·llffeng!h
and oslo. al l can oneu all 01 UI
who wonl lo llgnl with in Ihe Iyl lam
are campl_ly Underestimating the
InnlJ8flC8lhelyllefTl hoi on UI. WI\oI
_I 10 me 10 be logical at mil
$f008 II klr _ lell 10 conlinual ly
prauutlle !he~ opor1hatCl
InIfif\IIiOnt to move In _ d " ect\ofI
01 teItIng the 1.....11 01 poaitMllIy
._ the ....-.,10prove'" wflQle



gam.. a 5/lam and 10 bfeak 011 from
It'fI syslflm, I will tak.. ,..,., ..~ampl..
or ,..,., l abo\l. Party bflcaus.& It
iOUndSlik.. ,..,., mOIl_lkJ<ganlMd
d issident group In ,..,., sYSIflm.

Thct CoIourfld Labour Party Itood tar
fIIfIcIIan on on onll<JparthfIId t\elI:et
and wan mOIl of !he ....eted seob
Furtt>.r. !he l ex-. Portv wosled no
time In speollong OUIIII CJI'*<4iOi loeOd
SlOilC:e and frttvtod IXllItleol aetioity
to a geal . ...... -.... the ColouffId
oommunrty In bet !he g ow;ng con
se iOuUIttH of II\e POS-Slbllity ol
lXlliticof octlOn 001 101 ogst tt>e Col
our-ed people II CIuOf to tt>e lex-.
Porty, "'etty soon the Lex-. Por1y
will nnd ttIQI lt II singing !tie __
tune and ..,........ .., IfWy .ay will
~ to be of news YOlue In II\e
meanhme Tom Swortl will _
making delOlOlldilor !he Coloured
people a nd will probably gain a
lew coneewons.. The CaIourfId pe0
ple will tI'Ie>n reon.. ttIQI In toct a
posit i..... ltand Ilk. lhot ol Tom
Swortz'1 il moo. w..lcome than a
negati.... attl'Ude Ilk. that ol It\e
labour Party who keep on .aylng
Ih.. lOm e ttllnOi Then It\e l a bo\l .
Party wlil itart tailing InlO dil fa'lOllr.

Thll Is not jUl t theor..tlca l. It has
IloPPflned In the palt with Motan
lima and Guwna In tile TranskltL
Guzana'i party - oneelt\e pride of
'd lllldent T'onskelanl who ..... lted ta

demonlhal.. Ih..lr reJeellon at ,..,.,
syst..m _ haa now been ...Iegat..d
to tile baekground. operating e ....n
an ,..,., fight at Molamima"1 party
whose m li llOnl demands o r.. being
seen 01 a moo. meaningfu l ClPPOIi
fiOn to "'" SVSIfIm than a r..hoIhed
debat.. on tile proI.etIOn of white
In""'""", In ,..,., Iranslcel.

QUOTE:
GiQf,1e(l InQt If may be mae
Olllae,lo. and-. lOfer to)Oin..~_fl'IIAI" recogllile
...,. In doing 10 _ Of.... on
..... WOIlowafdlllelllng cu --.

.... QuO
Theretor. I _ ..... r.at ¥OIue of the
1abal- I'o'ty being In~ ill
lorees now. ooganillng them and
pulling QUI of "'" eotour.d llepfe
senlOllve COuneil log>elhef wlttl the
suPPOff of 011"'" Coloured people.

The IonQe< !hey ItOy In "'" eRe. "'"
mae ltoey rlSk being . relevant, MPuII
ou' and dO when" rhll II the nexl
Cluesflon. T1'tere II a 101 at communi.
ty -": that nMel. to be don. In
promoting a tplrn at ..1I_llanc.
and black 00ft1C1ou_ amOl'lf,l
all black people 'n South Afrlco.

Th is Is whal til'.. Labour Pa rty shoold
r..sort to OOIng, By now they ha ve
sullielenllV d ..manlhaled that the
C IlC II r..jeeteel by "'" Colou.ed
people. Further operQlIOn within !he

system m av only lead to polltlcol
c alrratlon and a c reation aI a n " I
am-o-Coloured" altitude wh ich will
prow a MIl back tatlle block mon"1
progra m me of emanelpatlon and
wi ll creat.. maIO! abslocl... In !he
MtabllilfltT-.t of on egoIt!OfICJn SQO

ietV onee cu probleml ooe SfIIIIed
ThiS to me IOUnds tile only WOI of
......ning a dllOdvantoge Into on CJd.
"Of11oge, b 11 ...... al no! only Jhe
l abaul' PorIV tIut 0110 of a ll bIcJct.
peQl)Ie of ecnsclerK:e who ore 0'l0*
OVO!Huhng Wllhln Jhe svstem.

Thus In on -'!art to moIfllain our
iolIdao Ily and r." .QflCe to !he siIUO
I;on _ mustf_ all Ollei Iopli at Jhe
Iragmentuflon of our r~.

8Ioct peacoIe must fecognise Jhe
...orIOu$ it'\sIll'uIlonI of apuo Iheid lor
wtlat IfWy or. - gugs lnlended to
get black pegpIe t\ghIing .........ale
Iy to< c encln " l reedoms" and
" gai",O' whICh w..... prMCflbed tar
Ihem long 000. w.. musl refuse to
aceept It os lnevlfob le ttIQI Jhe only
pa!llICal action !he bloc" may kJke
Is through theM Inl t ltullOnl.

Gronteelrhor It may be mor.. ctrrce
' I...e a nd ..... 1'1 sale+" 'a Jain the
l ySl..m. w.. musl "'111 recogl'll... that
In doing 10 w.. o r.. _ li on the woV
toward, MIll ing our lOuis.

"'OHI "0f'U OHE AZAHIA
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Ugandan Asians and the
Lessons for us

Eos/onvill". Evaton, Vaal Triangle: september 3, 1984.

.u fo. bock os Sepl.mbet' 1972, with "min's expulsion of " " slanl"
/r(lm !Jgondcl, the treochery 01 the non-white middle c lo.. wos oul.
lined by SIeve. Events In the Vaal Triangle In september t9M prove
that SIeve was perfectly COlreet when he remarked, " fOI' thoH of UI
who sholl hcwe too much to 10.. when o!hefs gain whal Is rightfUlly
the..., let UI accept the focI thai we conlIlM. parf 01 the problem,
a parf which shall ha.... to be dealt with etflotenlly, palnfully,_"",
lngly cNeily and yet so basloally logically."

The problems currenlty loced by the
so-called "Ugondlon Asians" hove
caused the arlll,,, world to Issue oul
sto te m" nl. of condemnation
aga inst Idl Amln and his govern
ment. In the moment or heat. the
complexity 01 the situolion IIos been
loslla poliTical observers and above
o lilhe Important lesson for " Ind io n"
people In Afric a Is nol being suMI·
c ie nrly . Tressed.

SCGPesloal
There Is reason to believe tho ! Amln
is lar !,om being the only guilty party
in th is w hole l i(nCQ, In tocl ltle two
other parties involved, namely
Asians themselves and Brita in. ore
even gulllier. II Is because of his
anlics and b la tant stupidity thot
Amin has crouoec the issue and
mode hlmsell the scapegoat In (I

situation so bcstc 10 Pfoper roce
relo l ions in 'Atrlco. Perhaps a brier
glance 01 history w ill Illustra te Just
w hy ttle Asian populat ion In
Uganda got a lienated hom the
eeuve population.

There were in Uganda, p rior to the
presen t expulsion about 80 000
Asians , out o f a to ta l population o f
9'1, million, The main Asian im m l·
g ra tlon Into Uganda c ome about
towards the end o f ttle lost cenllJry
as a result of the British Colo nia l
administration polic y wh iCh 0 1·
/facted Indentured labour to assist
In !tie build ing ot the Uganda-Kenya
railway. Aceomponying thiS main
group were a numoor o f " possen.
ger Indians" 01 the m iddle coste
m erchcmt closs. main ly at the
GuJerat stock, This 101 c ome fo r
b usiness p urposes and quiCkly
estcbnsbee a network at trad ing
stores throughout Ugando and
a lo ng the ra ilway.

As the colonia l secre ta ria t expand
ed in Uganda. a number at Asia ns
were employed In the lowe' strata .
warklng d irectly under the w hite
colonialists and In a lot a t ways
identi fying them.elves w ith the
colon ialists,

Expo.tatl....
The Asians hod skills and educ a tion
w hich the Al ricans did not have.
Mareov" r thf:t Asio m w"", weo lthy
enough ta send their c hild,en for
studi"s ob'ood and these on rellJrn
swelied the ron ks o f the protesslona l
personne l In Uganda, As time went
on. the " co ntrib ution" to , 0< control
by the Aslo n g rOlJp 01 trade, profes
sions and c ivil service wos corn-

pletely out a t proportion to their
membe<s.lhen a lso the Asians retus
ec to see themselves os po' l of the
soil at Afric a . Although they /f led
hard. they could oct reall ... t ilter
th,ough into the uppe, echelons in
Uganda whic h at the time were a
monopoly ot the wh ite colonialists,
In a sense. ttlerefore, the Asians
became middle men who c ontin uo
all... saw them... lves as a m inority
and by !tIelr practice 01 exploitation
o f lhe Africans through mone...·
lending at Infla ted Interest ' o tes ,
through the practice at bargain ing.
thrOttgh the absence 01 price eon
trois. they c ontributed to the g rowth
of animosity between themselves
and the Africans who saw them cs
a hostile explOitotive mino< ity.

When independence come in 1962.
the Asia ns were g iven a choice at
c itizenship through provisions in the
Uga nda n Conslitution. Mo-st of them
preterred to 'eta ln British c it izensh ip
as against Ugandan citizenship.
HenC<:! , os the Alrican lsation process
stepped up. Ugandans replaced
foreigners In most fie lds and trading
licences were preterobly given fo
citizens 01 Uganda . It was at th is
point that the Asians sto ried leel ing
robbed.
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The threat to rid Uga nd a 01 the
e.ploitalive non'citizenship r(mks
wh ich hod been In control of trade
and ind ustry in Uga nda c o me as lor
back as 1970 when President Obofe
announced In his opening address
to the Uganda Parl iament tha t a ll
U.K. possport holders would have to
leave Uganda. The issue WCIS further
p icked up by Gene'al Id i Am ln In
January th is year,

To the o verage Uga ndan. the Asian
departure will presen' no loss. Ihls Is
sad 10 say about a g roup 01 people
being unfairly tteatad , A number ot
people In Ugando Includ ing the
powertu l student group in Maker",e
University hove condemned the
action o f Id l Am ln a nd coiled upon
him to come and address them on
the question, On IhoI day- he reterred
to the Asians os leeche. upon the
Ugandon economy. In a sense in
Africa too the reaction has been
sharp as shown by Tanzania, But
what promp ts th is reaction In these
quarten Ismore the deliberate cruel·
ty and immaturify wiltl wh ic h the
wIlo le quesncn ha s been handled,
No one wo nts fo Quesfion the basic
exislence cI the animosity between
the two grou ps and the te et that
there is r90S0n for th is.



Irllaln
In te.m s ot the eveeen Interna tiono l
"'o. ld, what has ""rthe. compound
ed the whole lIIuIt hal been the hue
o nd cry rolMtd by Brllaln obout what
they coil ··UQandan A.$lons" "'ho
ore In foct 8" lim Citizens. WitI'I the
Il lnd 01 rocl5l O';ef1Of_ impliCit In
the 8111,511 lmmlgra liOn poIq . the
Heotto gover~nt togeW- with its
so-called opposllIOn iU51 COUld 001
lace the pr05P"C1 01 Ddmltllng inIc
..Ibn «lllOO··brown~ Ilritisto
Citizeni' It WOI ~eIor. imPefcrtiYe
Ie try and PO,nl Amin and UQanoa
05 Ihe real eu/CIrtIt in Ihe whole ItMng
50 !haT II BritO,n oo.s In tact hove Ia
toke t>etr~1tfy oIl'lou5Ing '
own c ill:en5 me would appear 05
the bet ",_olen! helPef 011 0 dMhlute
horneleM A5;on populohon.

This 01 coune ill~ Ioken WiIt1
the boctgrOUnd tnoI lriloln has
PiOVed in the coIonl5OliOn 01 Affieo;_e"'lOin hal been oc:tMt In 1et
ting one dorIl .oc. oga,n51 onother
50 a s Ie c reate a po~1 buller
zone bel'w_n h.rHlI end the local
Africa n races, ....h••e Brlkl ln hos tor
yeors enjOyed Ihe Irulls 0 1 e l ploll
a lion 01 At. lc a ns by Indians ....ho
we.e bonllll')g and In,,",lng 0 11 their
monies In BfillSh bI.oslneu, whe.e Brl
klin was happy 10p lo nl their citizens
throughout Alrica 50 asia crecte on
easily (JOCO'Isslble marto:et lor her pro
d uCIS and a lSO conlrol lnd uSIr" a nd
commeo-c e In the Iormeo- colonleli
th.oug h major ",.11gua'ded In _elil·
menl In theI<t coun"leli. Now !tlal
the Mians hay. Il9fV.-d ltMsi. pu,.
pos.e 81t1Qin hal no UMlIar "-"and
iSlfylng very ho.d Ie "gel the UQan
don AsionI ObSOfl)ed by Irlendly
countn." . When __ the '-Ito
lion by 8rtlOin 10 10k. In he< Black
c itizetll ogalnct the Iact !tlaT since
the 1971 1mm1grollOf'l Act was pou.
ad. a PQktnl>Ol 10 mllliOn while
Immlg ra n lS from Ihe Common
wealth counlrleS or. pennmed Ie
en"'" under tne " pol, loI" clouse.
then _ begrn 10 ... II'>cJI COIaur
PkM on Impor..... role in validating
Of invalidating one's " 'hsh c itizen.
ship. 8rllaln ill eCf'IOIng wh<JI most
EnglISh PfOOC;IIe~ Ihe woOd
ore saying !tlaT '-m.r. sholl a l'woys
be a n England'· . ,cep! ItIoI they
Iorgel 10 Odd. " only lor wh ileS·' .

II musl 01 c ou.se be pojnled out!tlaT
In spi le 01 011 th is. nobody IOnclions
Am ln's OCllons. In a ....orld whe re
Blocll people o.e moving Iosl lnlo a
form idable a llia nc. 10protectlhelr
inle.esls, Amln's aclions have c o st
an untertuncte sha dow c crees
AItICO. The IlIllish Aslam In Uganda
may ho_e .enounced l hel' cla im ro
normal Blo ck brotheo-hood Ih,ough
Ih"i. " .plolklli_e octlons; the" may
even have lalnled the Image 01 the
30.000 .emalnlng Ugandan c lllzens
but IhIS slill does no! g ive Amin any
moral g'OUnds Ie treat UQandan

cllizens a s II they have no equal
" ghf fo belong 10 Uganda,

l.etu ns
The lesson tor us Is a comple. one
White SOuIh Atrio as usual is bu$y
laughing Of Am ln 's a nllcs and see
ing him 05 a c razed being. In the
pr0CftS5 theY kll'ge1 !hot lheif own
OCIlOf'\$ In Ihls country mak" Am ln 's
oulbu' SI IOQlc like a se.mon. The
UgandaN may neve a semblance
01 a case where Ih." are made 10
leel despised In the country of thel.
bl rlh by Ih. m ala. poN Of a g.oup
0 1 peopl. wIlo W<Jnl 10 see Ihem·
selves a s a _lsllO. m lnorlly. In South
Alrlc a , ....h lles look o ur counl ry b"
eece long ago; I'tIey truck uSarOUnd
Ilk.. c attle. moving usfrom an.. spot
fo o nothe.; they kil l us and our
ctllld.en Ph'OUgh Cfeo!lon of SQualid
candilions le ading 10 T.B.•
kwashlOkor, malnutrItion. robbety.
murder. hool iganism. etc. They
des!l'oy our SOUl Ihrough migratory
labour paU lows. wanton disCrim~

flQ1;Qn and fOCIoI bIgoIry; .,.,., beat
a nd kill us occasIooolly Inla SUb
m iSSion 01 Sha.pe_llle. lango.
Ce ttJOl ida... COlo Manor and a I'IosI
of Ofher~ .,.,., tarce us to won.
as cheoo labour 50 Ihot they con
9fljOy tne /n"b 01 our labour whi"
basking In the ..... on our best
beaches; _e on eant'I do Itley
then gef !he .--.. to laugh Of
anybody kII' being cruel and a
'OCio11sf7

For us Blocks there Is a de!inite
Ieuon. T......e o'e in II'Ils country
nea.1y 700 000 people 011 .....,a n
deseenl ,

II Is Imporlonl for th is group 10 see
rnct Ph... I rend 01 rcce ."IOIlons In
a n" c ountry Is Ia.gely Influ...ncfld by
Ihe Inlerr.lallonshlp 01 g.oups In
the l. jO'f$ and woes. We. all o f us
Blac k people . or, currenl ly the
objotels 01 11'I. m ost o b jecl rac l$fTl
ever- pe.pe"aled In the world. Rig ht·
I" or w.ongl". there has been a
tendency In South A"1ea Iof a long
l ime In th. po&l kII' Mians 10 see
"-"seN. as a m lf'lOllty group. To
who! ""","I this tendency ill ;U5111ied
one doef; not know but II ill clear !haT

"

II may p.o_e dangerous lor race
re lollons in tim e 10 come , Already
Ihe' 8 hOve been periodIc outbu.sts
01 onlrnoslly befween A" icons and
Indians ill Durban and ott- ports of
the country partiCUIa.1y In 1949. The
hend observed el.._eIn Affieo
_iJ:. Ihe . ..5lence 01 a highly .'we
eewur' but e lPloIloIlve merchant
closs ill Io\n:t ......e 100. Howeve<.
unJike in the rM! 01 AIrlca. there has
been a steady mill 01 inte<"" in Ihe
~111OCIlmon·spllQht trom the
lndiOf'l ronks. To dole _ know
c o un tl.ss cases ....h.r. Ind ian
people hod 10ga 10)oil 05 a COl '"'"
Quenc. 0I1hetr poIohcQI OCIivilies.

INocIc l olld : II,
What must dearly be regarded 05
noughly 1'10> ,_eo- ill the Il ind 011
nonseoMl Ihot mate$ some Indian
notlOfoolisls In Durban want to d'Ow
a WOI'nong note out 01 the Amin
1ioIco. Supponen 01 BIocIl c0n
sciousness W9fe warned by one
COlumnist in a Durbafl .-spaper to
beware "'" e_i ls 01 AfrlCon notion
olism as evl<lenced In the Amln
outbursl.

Doel II nol cccue 10 th is polilicol
Ignora mus tho lll'le couse 0 1" Iclion
Is prec isel" Ihe non-Involvemenl 0 1
one g.oup dur ing Ihe strug g le
pe.1od? 00r:ts Is not occur to him fhot
III win Independence to. m"sell In·
spile of appalling silence Irom a
potenllal colleague lhen I'm lII'ely
Ie be suspICious 01 h is motives when
he m OI l_ales lor on allio nce
beIw""n me and him atteo- mv
victory"/

The apostles 01 BIocIl soIlda.1ty a re
"ghl in InIlSltng Ihat a n 01 uS m ust
jojn IlondI now in Mel<ing kII' a sol....
lion 10 our common problems.
Fence 5IIIef'S hCfve a curious way 01
always IoaIng with a ll sOdM 01 the
end 01" a ll. 1111 ill wrong tor Indians
10be CkSCi .'. lOled ogamst in Indio.
Ihen II ill """Of'\g tor them 10sulleo- the
lOme tote onvwt-e eee In the
world and Ihey hCfve to learn to IIgIlI
Ihot ..., a longside I!'IoM IIley are
oppressed with. be II in r""va,
IJQc:InOo or In South AtrleO

Finall" . lor lhe me<chonl closs
Ind ian. Coloured a nd AI.icon
bou<geioisie. the wrillnog Is on Ihe
wall. There ill a role kII' a ll 01 us in the
struggle kII' our emonclpolian. Each
one 01 us has o n obllootlon Ie be as
m uc h 0 port 01 Ihe Slryggle a s the
siluo lion d emands. For IhO$8 01us
who sholl have too much 10 lose
whe n olhe.' ga in ....hOI Is . Ig h"ull"
the irs. leI uSOcc.p l the foct Ihol we
COflsl,Iule pori 0 1 the problem: a
port ",h lc h mali hO'Je 10 be eeen
wllh " "icleMI". polnlully , seemln,,"
Iy cruotll" and yet 10 bbSica l1y
logically, This is the lesson Amin has
Iaughl us

,. ONE "OI'U ONE AlANIA



Let's Talk about
Bantustans

Added 10 Ihese- obse<voIlQr'II IS !he
loci ItIoI !he ope<atlve budgets
a llowed !tie bontulllCont lor 0&ve1Op.
men! pro jeCls or. kepl lO low. C0n
trol 01 InduJlfy and III growfh in a ll
IIle bOnlullans II locked up In !he
hOn(1$ 01 !tie BanlU In vestment c o
Opotro tlve which. thoug h mea'll 10
be non·protltmoklng. II reputed for
Its e>p loUOlio n or Ihe aspiranl
Afric a n trader' a nd Industria lists In
all "'" bOntullOnl , The 10 oolled
Bard.... Ind ustries now beginn ing 10
m Ulh,oom at !tie edQes 01 Ihe
bOnluSlQns ore orienloled 10 e>pIoII
ee labour Iorc. trom wittlln !tie
bOntyllons Moll 01 """" Ole IU~

,~...
GeogrophlOOlly.l.e, in ""msol land
d iltr lbuliorl. bOntustonl presenl a
gigantic troud Ihol oon rind no
mora l I Uppon trom a ny q UOr!ef , We
lind IIla l 20"4 or Ihe population a re
in conlrol 01 eN or Ihe la nd While
eO'll. ceeneronly 13"4. To mOk"lhls
situa tion even more rid ic u lous. no!
one 01 !he so-called " Bantusta n
notions" have on inloel p iece 01
Iond All oll!'lem o r. 1IC000....ed little
bill of !he mast unyielding 1011. In
iKlCh Olea !he mare productive b its
o,e whlle-eontrolled Il la nds on
which wh ite Iorml Of of'he< types 01
IndUslry Ofe ll tuoted

( co.-nlcally. _ blocks nove
been g iven a row deoI,~11y
1P&Qk1"'lil _ 01__e bantu
lions or. loeo1ed ore !he IeoIt
do! ,e loPed In .... COUf'IIrY. ol'Ien -V
unsultOb'e eo"- lor ogrIc:utturol or
poIIOlal "oO'Ofk- Not one (1/ _ bontu
stans hovoa oee_ la!tle sea ond in
a . IituotIonIm~ righls Of. sIrIct
Iy r-..ed lor _ SOuIl'l Alnecon
~. In 0Ihe0' words bon....
lions only hovoa f\Qh1l e.tende<:lla
6 feet below surtooe of !he land.

very • • ISIenC. , a look 01 lOme
OSP&C!S at I!le PolleY Ihows filii very
clearly,

of .... 'lg~j_1o hlPUl,lute Inlo .....~ aI_a cltl who ...
... In ........ 1ouIto Allico fI1'4 of the lund). 1Na MAlI h ..
boaecIlNi the o6d I_Idea _ - oM,l . oneI ...... I l a_ the ICM
'-__ ,..... In h 11.'iiC....~111d It, oneIll p l lI ..
.... of ... kind. 1NI c api IIatIICII In ... Il ano_ Il agUII '"One
p , .", One AI aflMl, One NcrtIon.-

T"-i.ftl_,t_"'~.y".m_wtlItewl"" J a m by the

Na....'a.'"~ (!tom the Cfeatloi' of .a~ a feli'Ofeq rollin
tMt 10 the eltall"~ 01 the Irlc a I p ....,...,t In t"'MI
.. C 1$ .....,thuI.....IJricou_' ' I-t

N

, · 1 ....,
.-ft 10 be gInoiIlh _ hom,tClrl4 or t-ltulta\. It ..... Inl ilftftan

Wl'ly are we ogalnst!he bOntu.ton
id ea? Block peopl. r" j" et IhiS
approach !of 10 monV reasons.
none or wh H= h ore 0 1 rund o menlol
ollhe icct thaI II II a solul lon given
to UI by Ihe some people who have
ceected IIle problem. In a land
rightfully GUn w. find peopIot c0m
Ing fa l itll UI where fa Itay and
whol pow.r. w••hall have
w ithout _ consutttng us. Ihe
whole Ideo II mode kl o ppear as d
lor UI . while Wj)<klng agoinsl our

a Iol 01 IUppon by !he ( nglish pr&S$
Simply because of the" smalld"'...·
ence w lttl the NolIonolill (l<Junch
line. In !tie prO<*l$. a Iol 01 people
begc;rn 10 see mer ll In the wH/igl9
v;ew or sepo' a le d eve lopme nl
primor lty because a nu mber of
newspope<1 hod c nonged the ir
polic ies In on attempt 10 appea.e
Ihe v.rUgte movem"nl.

Two viewl
With IIl il bOckground in m ind II
th" rottor. become neceuory tor us
b lack people to ,eltote In very
Slrong terml the c a se ogail\$l Ihe
bOntullon IdeO. Thilfe ore !WQ vieWS
r~dlng bantu.,oni . The ri.1I one
is !hot 01 totoI acc eptanc. wittl the
hope !hot any demandS made by
the blOCks 1IW0U0g1'I peaceful n&QO
IoQIIQr'II wlil leod 10 gronl>ng 01 !Ur·
!I'Ier concell )0 " by ...., whiIIot power
Sff\ICIUfe The secoold is II'o(rI as a
Ilrategy _ bonluStOn phIlo5ophy
can be eaplooled Iowords ottoin
menI 01_ overoII gooIs. lloIl'o _
Ole donQefOuI.IY~Ied, The
tint one ,...,. but li llie OIIenlion
since it IS on obvious le ll·ou! and
con only tie oeeepled by people
who hovoa a lr-OOY IOId "-lOUIS kl
_ whll. mon, the second one
Ieods 10 a 101 of contusion pori at
which IS In tocI a ....bOOnICiOuI cc
ceptonce ol lhe tH:on!'udOflldeo per
Ie by I!le ma.... w!'lO oonno! 01>
preclole!tle nuancesol_ debcrIe
lUrfoundlng _ so-col led 1!fOI&gy.

NGtiont
What the Nallonollsts d id Ul'\de , !he
" o b i"," gu ioone. 01 11181. Ihearel!
cscn V"rwoe'd, was to convert Ihe
naked policy 01 ",anion dlscrimina·
non and segregallon 10 ttl. eup he
m islic " sepora te development"
policy wllieh " g uo ro n tMld " ttl"
even tua l gro wth In lo complete
sovereignty o r ei g h t bonlullanl or
1"oomeIo""" wn;eh would be aulOnO
mous slOlel 10 ca ter Iof the various
" nolic>lU" tho! mak. up Ihe Soultl
AIr;eon native populotlon.

A' li'll !he whole Ideo 01 S8lXI,,;rte
development _ ,.~ by !he
e nl l.. pop u la tion . inClud ong
elemenll 01 no,. Alroto.- comp _ It
was re,ecled by 11'18 " be,als,
P,ogre",".., Un ,te<! POffy , a nd
naturally by !he bIocU It -os '"'"
by _ blocl<l noI'Uf'011y 01 0 big

1roud cok::lolaled 10 duo ''''''''''''' .,....
1huIiosm wiIh which !hey piCked the
cudge/I In !he bloodet poIibcal
flghllot'~ .1ght5 In Ihe eounlfy (1/
lheir birth~ w!'lO took part in
it _ e roundly co"d e...ned by
<'!'V'M\'bOdV 01 IeIkltM and Uncle
Iomll ond nobodv toolIlhem seriOuS
ly They _ e elearly~ os people
who deliberately a llowed tt>em.
seIveIlnto oro unholy COllusion wittl
the enemv

In the wh ite ranlel, 100. the IdeO ........
heavilv c rIlICI•• d a nd . een a s
e. tremely ImmQl"ol , Howevef. althe
verl/gle elemenl1 or the Atrlka ne'
secTlon began 10 Jhow Inte<est in Ihe
Ideoloqy. a num ber or people
began 10 P<J'sI a "entlon to ttle Id ea
Thll wal boost.d up mo.lly by the
allock Iounched by wHliQles on
"""",, !hey coiled " pelly aportheld" .
TVPi(:al 01 oppoIilKm poIlllclln ttlil
eounlfy. IheIe wHliQteJ we<. g iven

It II now a lmost len Vf'OI'J ...nee "'"'
bonlu$lQn Idea WO$ I)<OChCal1y in
Iroduoed t)y IN' NoIKlnOliSl Go¥em
mMlI os Q losfIng me<JlUte Iowords
.... toIuf;on 01 .... ~naft'ooe p'oblem~_

01 coune _ Idea of len'itQOgt
"""Ol"egoIiQn in Soulh A/flco II on old
one.It was in 19131ha1~. a SUP
~ l lbe<al Cobonet M..- inhi
Ihen~. fir1f II,IQgeSle(I
the opportiOl'l<M'l'll of pam 01 ee
country 10 a ccommodaTe Ihe
ospiIallOl " OIl .....~ populot>on.
In !he monvv..orllhal lollowed. the
pe.cenlOge a llotted 10 nollves
vaned u nl'l ,I was e SlObhst\ed on
1936 10 !he p"8M1nI 13'4.

"
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TOoIlttl a newbul false d irecllOn
in Itle Slruggle 0/ Itle Block pee
p le. Bv rnoklng " d ,IIlcull1o gel
even ..... 13'1. 01 the Iond _
PO'*<iKi'1I'IcJI-be o re separating
QUI ~1In'Oit e '" 1nIo .,;gl'll dl!lefent
SIll tgglestcw eight tolse Ireedoms
1hoI _ . prelCflt>ed long ago.
Th IS has also ..... ov.<oll et'Iecl 01
moiling US b'geI otxM the lS7'I.
oIlond 1hoI II In wh ite I'Ionds.

Molor\lirno ond BU!helezi con shoul
ltIeir lungl OUI trying 10 speak 10
Pr"rOl io through lIle phoney le le
phono. No one Is listening In PfetorKl
eeeecse the telephone IS0 roy, The
r&Ol Iinel between P1elOflo and
Kwolu lu , between PretOlio and Ih",
Tronske i o'e very busv dov and
nighl w illl TOIloge ond Abrohom s
leommiu lonefS 0 1 !he l ime !of
KwoZulu and ffONkel rtKpeel ively
- fCl tell ing !he system eY"IV slep
MotonzImO and Bu!heIeZl o re Ilk,,1v
to tok. mree 1nOIln. hence and
how beU ltle system should respoo Id
to sucfI stooc..

.-..
Who! is molt poinlul is ItloI Moton.
limo and 8ulheIeZi Ofe perhopI
IT'OOIe Ihon onvtlOdY else 0CUIeIy
OWOIe01_ IlmlsotlOi. -..rounding
""""'. II rnov olso~ ""'" Ihol They
are .memely d.clicated 10 I!le
upl,nn-.t 01 bIocli: people ond
pemop. 10 Ihelf libeio lO l .

Ih" \oItOI ld 10 begin to fake a second
look 01 bontu slons w ith !he bel~

thol somelhlno eon be achieved
through a svstemolle " xpIoIIolion 01
the bontustan opproach. The argu
ment runl lhol oil o"-torms 01 pee
lesl. d isagreement o nd OPf)C)Silion
Ofe cIoIed to block people onc!lhat
_ con coil me blull 01 !he govern.
menl bv aoeepttng who! IheV give
and uSIng II to get whot _ ""On l.
Who! _ peOQle m i$l II ..... Joel
ItloI whot _ ""On! II -'I known 10
!he -.nv onc!lhoIthe bonlUS'Oll
Iheofy WOI d . l igllad precisely to
prevenl us Irom gotlllng who! _
WOflII. The 0UII'l0n Of.... system know
II besf onc!lIWy give us0Jr"f COllCel
lions _ rnov dIIN....1d00C0I00g 10
o pion preorronged bv them. Who:tn
they Cleoted these dummy pl(rt.
torms. these~ telephones.
They knew 1hoI some oppoo tuniSlS
mighl wont 10use """'" 10advance
!he block eouse o nd hence they
mode a ll the o rfOngotments to be
oble 10 conlfol such " ambil ious
notives" ,

Bantuslon leadell a re sut)eQn.
ICIowJy Ilding o nd obelllng in I!le
Iotolsubjugo1lO/'1 oIltle block pee
ple oIlt1iS eountry. BV ITlOklng !he
kind 01 m ilitonl noise IheV a re I'IOW

lTlOk'ng they hove /'I'lOf1Oged 10coo
~ I!le bIoells suJllcienlly 10beliflve
thol samellling greol Is abOut to
ho ppen,

Many limes they hove manifested a
fig hring spi rit eho rocrerising rrue
coufOg. ond c eiermrncncn. 8ul ir
you wont 10righl your _my you do
not oceepl!rom him !he unloaded
01 his two g uns and fh.en c hollengo
him 10 a duel.

As a 'eNlI blocks a re silling on .....
toucnlines CM«ino loudly while
MoIor\llrno and Mong<:ll:* o r., pel'

'10'1.

T'-e Of., In SouIh AIhca 01 II\e
_ " a roumbeI 01 people wtooIe
porti(:lpOIlOII In bonlUllOn poI!IlCI
has led ..... bIocli: people In part
and polillCOl cell _s ltlloughoul

To CI'I&OI Ihe ourslde 'NOf1d Inlo
b eliev ing ltIat Ih."e IS some
volidi lV in Iha m ullinolionol
lheoly so thol Soulh "rrlcon can
now go bocIc In lo inlttlnollonol
sport, Irode. pollllcs, esc. w ittl a
sooI!Ied conSCience

To boosI up os much a s posSIble
the In\ftltflbol compefiIiOn and
hostol"" Ihol ls bound to come up
so 1hoI the collecth e Slfengltl
ond ,..islonce 01 ..... block
people con be~

' Oit lclipotloil
The~ lIlen Ihollmmedi01elv
OfiWI Is .....-.e1tlel ..... bontuslon
IeodeI'S do not ... the bOfTeness
and Iroudulenca In'IpIlcit in thiS
scheme, We hove some men In
_ bontustons who would moke
ern_Iv line IeOdefI If IheV hod
not do<C:!Oed 10lIlfOW in Ihei'lot with
!he oppr_ s. A..... 0I1hem o rgue
ItloI they Ore not selling OUI but ore
COrlYlng 01'1 with the l ighl !rom
wim ln. Tl\ftle is no way 01 0 1Ce<·
lOinino the Irum 0/ _ o Sltlmp.
liOns, Pe.-hoPt il lSnot necessory thol
IIl IS shou ld be ose" rtoin"d 01 a ll
especiollv becouse no mo ll"r how
one views ii, II\e u llimote Irultl ls thol
porllclpo1lorlln ttla banlullon sel·
up Is do~o>utly misleading to
!he DIocll populotIon. We sholl coo
c ennOle 1'1" . on lila merll$ and
demerilSof using the ' Vllam 10 lighl
II\e IVSlem, and Iofgott obOut lhe$e
bontustan leaderl who believe
slne<:tle lv In the polley 01~,

AllttI 011. 0 1 one _ !tel ooce said.
lhefe is no -..ov 01 stopplng IQoq"om dftdieOling mamselvon to
useleuco........

III~.11I.
= (J,o,l.N<r\ll.U

O QOM·Qwt,
• K.......ZI,.lU

a!lOPWt/l>o.r-...,
Ill "",,,",,,

_ I::ko...

sidised by the governmenl and their
producls are Io~ tree. In spite 01 such
odvanlogon, they go on 10 POV a ll
l ime low wogon whK:h a re oboul
one·lhi,d 0 1 w hOI Ihev wo uld
normaliV POV in ulbon Ofeos. In
addition II should be nofe<l thol
these induS/" .. or bolder Oleos o re
allen 0UISIde the QftOI>OPl'oiC:OI con.
"nes In wllich _ InduslliOi COurt.
ell OQI_IS opeIOIe; and Since
the bIocli: WOIllel1 hove no trooe
un lOm to Cl\AI'I "'- eose IheV Ofe
v irTuO lly 1. 11 01 11'1 . m.rcv 01
emplove,. wl'lo 0'. und e. no
obI~ to POV """'" oecordong
10 ,otes opeIO!IW .lM ........ . In .....
country ,

PolihCOllv. ... bonlus1'ool Ofe the
QleoteSl S1"Qle !laud ....... Invented
by whll., polltiClons Iw,lIl the poW.
ble exception 01 ...new United Pol·
Iv leOeIol polley~ The some people
who a re guilty 01 ..... SUbjUgollOll
a nd oppression 01 the block mon
won! us to t>elMwe IhaIthey con I'IOW
deSig n lor blocks means 01 escape
from rhQl situo rlOl'l. The poInl ls IhaI
ttliS is not ttle In renllon oI ttle peucv.
The actual intenrions 01 ttl., bonl\).
slon pro c llcet are the Iollowing:

To crecie 0 false sense or hope
o m ong sl Ihe block people so
Itlal onV tuf!llef oltempl by blocks
10 cOllecli ve lv . nunciat., me«
o spiro rions shou ld b e
dOmpened



lo,m;ng . The p lc lu ,e II also c onlu..
ed by 11'110 exogge'Ollon g iven by
the wh ile press 10 11I10 posslbll lll':I$
open 10 Ihese leade,.. The while
p ' ess knowl tu lly well 01 cou'"" ' 1'10 '
11 1110 lllel, odvan'age 10 mlldlrecl
the attenlion 0I 1I1e bloekl. The wM e
P'8SI knowl only too well IIIe ' Im l·
lOtIOnS 01 bontuslon Iheo<y; lhoI l. II
o lor cry !rom whol Ihe bloekl wanl
bul goes on 10 build up lIIe Im age
01 MoIcINimo ond 81.rt1'>e1e11In order
10 ho'ness them 10 IIIe poIIl llley
hove a l'eady ct10len and 10 moke
the non-onatyllc moues believe
IhoI a great 'tle1Ol'y II Just ol)oul to
be a chieved. A IIO. by w ld e'y
PUbllc i$in.g the pronouneemenll 01
!he bontuskln Ieode<I and olloeh
in.g extremely I.t>erol eonnotollonl
10 these pronouncements. IIIe wM e
Pf8S1 has c onfuMd the oulllde
WOfIdto 11I",* 1hcJI 1nSOvIh""leO not
only II~e h'eedom ol lj)ONt¢l'I but
11I01 "'" flgnN lkJn Ieodefl o ' e
oetiveIy plolhn.g 10< the oulbng ol
the whl"" QOWImfnenI """"-" II'Ie
govemmenl loklnQ any oel'lon,.......
lI'IuI 10< white SouII'I " 11'1«1. ~ II
extremely 1mpoItol ,I to hove a ffI(JI'l
like """""""II speol<in.g and sound
ing the way he II doing. ~ IOMtt SO
ffI(JI'ly COf\I¢0ene8 plob le"'l 11'IOI
Soulll A" ica 1'10I been having 10< SO
long. " hal been ..:old tI'IGt w..
com b illot ion of ........."" ...... w..

wII1te pre" make up Itoe linest.
Cl mboll aOorI ItoClt Soulto AlrtcCl
hg l ....... hod.

For m e 0 1 a block penon II Is
ext,emely polntul lo see a man who
could easily hove been my teecee
be,ng so m lsusecl by the cluel ond
e'~lOIlve white world. II becomes
so a pparent 11'IOI wt><:>tever one does
In the context 01 !he bonNsto... II
likely 10 be e.plolled IOf se lt.
oggrondi.-.enl by "'" whife WOfId.
When you agree willi "'" 00-'"
menl you a re o n e. empkwy native.
wl'\O sees \/Qlue In be,ng led by
whll,". When you ""'" bonlultcJn
pIo!lofml to QllQek what you do not
I,ke you epIklm.... the k 'nd 01 mil~

lOni block Ieoder who '" Soulll
Alrlco II h'eety o~ 10 JP80Ir and
oppose !he system. you ....~
the country "om "'" bICIme Ihat II is
a poliCe l lote Soulll AtrlCOn InIo<
motion bui'eou. IIwooghoul Itle
world corry long COYefOQItI ol oeh
vll,es a nd pronouncemenl l by
bo<'rluSlOn Ieoc:Ide<s 10 highlighl the
degree ol open-tninc.Se<:lnM5 and
toll ploy 10 be Iound In III IS counlTy.

,.....
No. bioctl people mUSl Ieom to
.e!uM kl be powns In a wh.... mon"I '
game, Ttl.. Iype ol poI 'hc;:$ colli
UPOI'l UI to pIOVIde OU' OWI"I irl<tiQIive
and to oct ot out OWI"I pace and not

thol created lor UI by the IYltem. No
bonlullan Ieodeo c a n leU m. 11'101
he II ac .lng 01 1'111 own Inilio li ve
when he enle.. Ihe '8OIm l 01 bontu
l Ion polillcs . At 11I11 11098 01 our
h lltory ....e connol hove ou, I lfug gi.
being Irlbollsecl Ih'ough the erec
lion 01 Zulu, XI'\OIO o nd h wa no
pollhCiOns by 11'1. Iyllem,

These II' lbol cocoons c a lled " hQme.
Iondl" 0'. nothing " Ise bul lQPhlll~

cctec c oncenll'OIion comps where
bloek people a re a llowed to ~sutte.

peacetully" , BlOek people mull
conIIonlly PfelSUrl"" !he bantullon
IeQOefI to pullout 01 the polillcol
CUkle-1OC !hot hos been c re0te<3
lor US by ""'" system.

Above a ll. _ block people should
o lt ""'" lime k""P in mInd 11'IOI SouI'h
A"ica II our counlTy and !hot o il at
it beIoIogs to US- 1heClfIDgGl_ ItIot
mg k" ~ p.ape trovel 011 the
wIlY frOfIl HollCInd to _ ......
boIkanlle__try ...... 1hItt US
ClrDllncI hell to be 6eItfoy.cl. Our
k indness has been misused and our
ho spiloilly l urn.d ogo lnS! u l ,
~8OIwtlrIeI_""*"gues1I to
UI on !heif orrillQl in 1I'IiS counlTy,
I'hey hove now P\ISI'Ied UI out 10 a
13"lO~ ol llle Old and ore QCI.

ing 01 bod hoIII in !he real 01 !he
counlTy. Th is _ m USl PUt rlghl

,t ONI " CM"LI OM AlA"IA

-----------••-eo....--<o>~....oo~._o>~.....-----------_

Black Souls in White Skins?
Irllt\ll., the lint 0Itk>Ie IIgned by ''''-ll ToIk' In AuguIt ' 97'0, the role
of the m1schle'toul trinfle group known <II the -white Iefr II
".CIIftIrted. HcIv:.. estClllllItI.d w.. IlGlI~. point of Ie rwtr ItIot Qftfy
the I;; II I d __ tItl 0 1. them IltvS1l.1tevs pi ~ c ..""In'" _1r1
arlIcle r 'W.IIocIlI" on page 27) to _ clat" e"- boelc pr'"., cI ~ III
• ..C .

Ilosicolly ""'" SouIII AlI'iCon while
communily II a homogeneout c0m
munity. 11 11 a communify at people
who iii 10 enrov a pltYileged poI/IlOn
!hot they do not deserve, ore aware
ol thl.. and ~elOfe spend their
lime Iryin.g 10 lultlly why they at.
doing so Wheoe d illerences in
poIlt1CO. OQinlOn 10.111. they Or. In
the process 01 1fyIn.g to iUlllly their
posl'lOn 01 Pfiv ilege ond !hel. UllUt,
potion 01 power.

WllII lIl. lr theory of ·'""potOle ,,_
daml for the vonoul not,ons In III.
mullinolionol slOte 01 Soulll A" lc o '"
Ihe Notionollsls hove gone a lOng
way lowatdl giving moll at white
SoulII Alfic a some IOfl at moro l
expionotion lor whol ll happening,
Everyone IS qul'e contenl 10 polnl
oullhol Ihese people _ m. o ning
11'110 b loc ks - will be Ir. e wh. n they
a te teady 10 run 1II. Ir own ollo lrl ln
lIIe l, own a reas. Whal mOt. c ou ld
lIIey possibly hope lor?

Do-good. ..
Bul ll1ese 0'10 no. 11'110 peopl" ..... ore
concerned with , W. 0'. concerned
willi 11101 CUtlou1 bunch 01noncon
torm lSll wl'\Oe.ploln thell portlclpo.

lIOn in negoti"", lefms: thai bunch 01
do-goodefI !hot goes undeo a ll SOtII
of names _ llbero ll, le ftlsls, elc .
The"" a re"'" people who o tgue
11I01 they o ' e no, responsible lor
wh ite rocism and !he counlTy'S ......
humonllY 10III. block mon" , 11'1101&
at. lIIe people wl'\O c lCllm III01l11ey
too """ the oppIession jUli 01 ocute
Iy 01 "'" bloc kl and lI1eretore
should be jOlnlly Invol ved In 11I10
block mon 'l sll'ug g le tOt a place
under lIle sun . In Ihort, 11110"" ate IIIe
peopl. who l ay 11'101 Ihey have
b lo c k SOu ls wra pped up In while
I klnl .

The tol. 0111'110 wh ile liberal In the
blac~ mon'l hillory In Soulh Alrlc a
II a cuneus on., Very lew block
oroonlsollons wer. net undet whi'e
d ltecllon. rrue 10 Ihe i. Ima ge, the
whlle Iiberoll o lwo',(sknew who! WCIS

good 10< the b locks onc:llQld """"
so. The wende< 01 II o il II 11I01 the
b lock people hove belle..ed .n
them lor so long. "WOI only 0 1 the
end ollhe 50s thai !he bIockl stoned
10 be 1Il.Ir own gUCIrd lOrll,

l llal..o l
Nowhere II 111. o rrogonc" 01 Ihe
Ilbe'a l Ideology demonlll'a led so
....e ll 01 In the ir Inl islence 11'101 11'1.
problems 01 the country con only be
sol ved by 0 b llo lero l a pproac h In
vo lv ing bolll bloc k a nd while , Thll
nos. by ond lorge, come 10 be Iok.n
in a ll serlouln"" 0 1 Ihe modUI
operandi In Soulll Alrlco by 011 !hole
who c laim lhey wou ld Ilk. a Chon98
In 11'1. 1,,,lul quo, He nc e th.
muilirocial polltlcol orgo nllOlIonl
ond porlles ond the "nonroclol" l tu
d enl oroonlSOl lons. all of whic h In
Ils! on Integrotk)n not only 01 on end
goal but o lso 0 1 0 meanl .
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01 c c mprete Id enlltlcol lon wllh the
blacks. lIley c all 0 t_ "Inleilig enl
and articulate " black5 to "come
aro und lor lea al home" , where a ll
present ask each other the same old
hackneyed quesllon " how eon Wfl

b ring about change In Sou th
Alrlca?" TIle more such teo-partl" s
one co ll~ th" more al 0 I!berol he IS
and Ihe Ireer h" shoilleel "om the
g ulll lllal harnesses and blnd~ h l~

conscience , Hence he move~

a round his wil lIe cl.cles _ whiles·
only hotols, beoehas, re&lau ranls
ond cinemas - wilh a lig hter load,
lee llng thal he i~ nal like the resl ot
the others. Vet al Ihe bock 01 his
mind I~ a c onsla nl r","lnde.that he
Isq uite c omlOl1able as Ihi.ng~ ~tand

and Iherelore ~hould nol eeeee
aboul c ha nge. AllI>ough h" does
not vole lor the Nots (now thol they
a re In lIle majority anyway), he teel~

quite secure under the protection
otle.od by the Nats ond subeon
SCK)o.JsIy shuns the idea 01a change.
This Is whal demarcates ttle llbe.al
" om the black world . The llbe<o l,
view ttle oppression 01 blocks 01 a
problem lIlat hos to be solved, an
eye sore spoil ing an olherwlse
beaul lfu l view. from lime to I!me the
libe.ols make Ihemselves 100gel
about the problem or take ttlelr eve~
ol! the eyeSOle. On the other hand,
In oppression Ihe block5 ore ex_
periencing a sil uallon Irom wh ich
they a re unable 10 esccce 01 any
g iven momen!. theirs I, a slnJggle to
gel QUI 01 Iho sltuollon and nal
m" rely 10 solve a per ipheral pro
blem as In the c a se CIt the llbera l~

ThiS IS why block5 speak wllll a
g realel sen~e 01 urgenc y than
wh ites.

Guilt
A gome 01 wh ich Ihe libera ls have
become masler~ I~ Ihal 01 del l
bercte evaslvoness. The q1,t8lllon
oll" n comes UP " wha ! con I do?" It
yOU a~k him to do something like
slopping 10use segregated focllilies
01 d ropp ing out ot va rslty to worlr. 0 1
menial jobs like a ll b lack5 or dely
Ing and denouncing a ll provl~lon,

tnc t make him prlvll&ged. you
a lwoys gel the ons_ _ "'bul that's
un reollsIlCI". While lIl is may be " ue,
II only servesto illuslrote the lacllllal
no molte. what a while mon does,
Ihe COlour at h is sIl ln - his passport
10 privilege - wilt always put him

rs-:;:-~~~~~

Thus In adopllng the line 01a nan
eeeier opprooch, the libera ls are
playing Ihell old game, They are
clolmlng a " monopoly on Inlelll_
gence and morol Jud gemenl" o nd
seil ing the panom ond pace lor lhe
recuscnon 01 the b lack man's
c splrcncns. They wanl to ,omaln In
good books with both the block ond
while wor lds. They wanl to shy away
trom o illormi 01 " extremisms" , con
demning "wh ite supremacy" cs be
Ing jusl o s bad a s " Block Power!"
They voci liole between the two
worlds, verba ll~ l ng all the com,
p lalnls 01 the blOCk5 beoulilu lly
wh ile skil fully omocllng whal sulls
Ihem trom Ihe exc luslve pool 01
wh ite prlvl l&gos. \luI ask them lor a
momenl to give a concre te
meonlnglul Pfogromme lIlalthey In
tend adopllng. then you w ill see on
whose ~Ide they really oro. TIlelr pro
te~1s a re d lrectod al ond oppeal 10
whi te conscience. evo<ythlng Ihey
do Is d lrecled 01 tlnolly convincing
the wh ile eleclorale thai lhe b lack
mon ISo l$O a man and lllal c t scme
lul ure dote he ~hould be g iven 0
p lace a t the whllo man's tob le.

lrreltovant
The m'(fh 01 lnt"9ratlon al pro
pounciecl under the banner 01
llbe.allcleology mull be cracked
anc:l kHIecI because II mal<es people
believe Ihal somelhlng Is being
done whon In eercer loc I the Orli·
Ilciol Inl og rol ed Circl es ore a
soporific on the b lacks ond p rovide
a vague salislOCllon lor Ihe g ul ll 
sl rlcken whiles, II wo.ks on 0 lolse
premise thaI because II I~ d lffic u ll to
b ring people " om d illeront rcces
logelher In this ccuntrv. lherelor"
cc mevee-eot ol lllis IS In Itsell a slep
lo rward towcud~ Iho lo tailiberalion
01 the blacks. Nolh lng could be
more Irre levanl ond therelore mis·
leading , Those who believe In II ale
living In a tool's paradise.

FI.sl the block·whl te crrcree are
almOlll o lways a c reallon 01 white
llberol~, ..... a testimony to their c lolm

Hence whal Is noc ossory os 0
preltKle 10 anyth ing erse thal moy
come Is a very ' ''ong gross-roots
build up 01 black consciousness
~uch Ihal black5con learn to assert
themselvos ond sto ke their ,Ighllul
cla im.

II will nol sound a nachronl.llc 10
onybody genuinely I ntere~led In
reallntegrollon to learn lhal b locks
a re asserting IIlemsel\te$ In a SOCiety
whe<e they e re being Ireoled cs
perpeluol unde.,16s, One does nol
ne-ed to p io n lor or ocllvely en
courage real lnlegrallQll . Once the
vo.;ou~ g rou ps wllh ln 0 given com
munity hove a uerted lhemselve~ to
Ihe polnl Ihal mUNal respect ha~10
be shown then you ho~ the Ing.e
d lenls lor a true and meanlngNII~
tegrallon. Al Ihe heart oI lrue Inleg
rallon Is the p rovl5lon!of each man,
eeen g roup to rise o nd onaln Ihe
onvlsi<)ned sel!. Eoch group musl be
oble 10 altaln lis slyle 01 exl~lence

wllhoul encroaching on or being
thwarted by another. Cui 01 th is
mUNal respecttor each othe r and
c omplete rreeeem of soll-dele ' 
mlnallon thero will obvi0u-51y a rise a
genuine tU5lOn 01the lile-slyles 01 the
variOUS g roups , TIlis is Irue Inleg
renen.

secondly. ttll~ Iype oIlntegrallOO os
a means Is olmos! alwoys unproduc
l ive. The PClrtlc lpanls WO~Ie lo is 01
l ime In on Inlernal Sorl 01 mud
~l lnglng designed 10 prove lhol A I.
more or 0 libera l tha n B. In ol her
words the lac k 01 cammon ground
!of iOlld ldentlflcollon l~ a ll the lime
manltesled In Inlernal slflles Inside
Ihe g rou p.

Gla_ooh
From this II becomes clear lllal a~
100'01 0$ b lack5 are ~ufterlnghom I~

te.;or ll'( complox - 0 resub ot 300
yea rs 01 eeneerete oppress ion,
d enlgrallon and derlslOO - they will
be useless os e<>-orch ll8C1s 01 0 nor,
mal socie ty where mo n Is nal hlng
e lse b ul man lor his own iOke.

The Integ.ofion ttley ta lk aboul Is I I .~I

01011 artificia l In lhal il is a re&POnIe
10corecrcus mor.oo:>vv.e rother men
10 ttle d lcloles oI l he Inne. soul. In
other wo.dsIhe people lormlng the
Inl&g.a led comp lex ha~ been ex
Iracled Irom var ious seg'&galed
socretres w llh th" l. I~bum com
p lexas 01 superlOll1y and inle. lo. lty
o nd ttlese conl lnue 10 mo nilesl
ttlemselves even In Ihe " nom a c io l"
set-up 01 the Integroted complex, .....
a resullthe Inl&gra tlon so oemevee
Is a o ne-way course, w ith Ihe whiles
doing all ttle lalklng a nd Ihe blacks
ttle Iislen ing. Let me hcsten to say
lIlall am no! claiming lIlal segrego
l ion Isnecessaril y Ihe nalwal order;
however,gl~n ttle !octs01the SINa
1100 whe.e 0 g roup eapertences
privilege al lhe expense 01ottlef&,
then II beeomes obvious lhal 0
hoslilyarror'lged Integ rotion cconot
be the solufion to Ihe problem. II I~

ra ttler like expecllng the steve '0
wOO together with the slave-masler's
son 10 remove 0 11 the COndlllOnS
leading to Ihe lorme"s enslave
me nt
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miles o head ot the b lock m an. Thus
il'l !he u~imoreOl"l(llysls 1'10 white per
SOl'! cal'l escope bell'lg parl ot the
oppreW)r camp.

" There e . il ll omong met'l. because
!hey o'e men. 0 solidarity It\rough
whiCh eacll Ihorea responaibil lty tor
every Ir'ljuatlc. o l'ld every W'fOI'IQ
comm,"ed In Ille ....eue. a l'ld
especially tor crifnel thal Ofe com
milled in 1111 po e..,lOll or 01 ....niCh he
co "noI be Ignorol'll.-

This ClMcroptiorl ol "~ysiCOl

gullY' e1lJ)lo11'll~Iy thal
.,..." ile racism " la 0I'I1y possible
,....... _ whiles ore 1r'ICliI'-<en1 to lUI
tering and pot>ent '""'" CfUeIIY"
meted out to .... blocIc moo. ~ iSIeod
ol lmolYlng ltlemseIwN In an o ll-out
anempt 10 SIOmp out lOCiIm !rom
lheir lIIIhite soclely, Ilbet"* IO'OIte lois
ol time trying 10 prove 10 os mal'ly
bIocb 01 they 00I'l ftl'ld Mt they Ofe
libet'a l. Thll Oflle$ out ol the Ialse
belief thal _ Ofe toced ....ith a
block proQlem. There II l'101hlng the
motteI' w ith b lo cU '"'- probI..,. ..
WHm I"CISM al'ld It r"tI ~IHI""
lyon the IaPI of th. whit. _ I.tv.
The _ th.IINraf. reall.. this
the Nn 101' u. block., Thel '
preMrlCe o mongst UI II Irksome al'l(l
ot l'IullO"ce value. It remov@s the
focu s of olle l'll lo l'l lrom el M l'Illa ls
o l'ld I h lll i II 10 IIl,defll'le d
phllosophlcol concepll Ihot are
bolll Irre levo nl to the block m an
a r'ld """ely a .ed hefrll'lQ OCroil the
track. Wh ite liberals m Ull reeve
blocks to tok. eor. ol their own
b Ullf'lel1 "'hUe Ih e y COl'lc e rl'l
themselves ....Ith "'" .eo! evil 11'1 our
SOCiety - ....nile lOCiIm,

N__.,...,,1teI
Secondly, """ t>IOel<-wh,ts m i.ed
CirCleS ore sIOIk: clrCles ,..;n, ....~
direction flOf progoca' l/'IWl , The IiOI'f>8
Q\,Ifl'StionI Of. OSIled or'ld """ some
l'lOiv816 e l<hibJted 11'1 ol'llWerll'lg
them. The real CCf oeem ol the group
is 10 keep Ihe group goil'lQ rather
!hol'l belng useful. In tI'lislOff 01 ....
up one __ a pet1ee1 • • ample 01'
wt10t opor8lllorl has oone 10 the
bloch. They~ beet'I mode to
'-l1AAlr1or tor so long Ihot tor tI'lem
it is eomlorting to drink lea, ....1.... or
beef ....ith ....nlfe$ who _ to Ireat
them 01 equall , Tl'IIII8fYeIIo boos1
up thel. own ego 10 the e>:tent 01
rnokil'lQ them lee! s1ighlly superior to
tI\o$e b locks who c20noI get Jlmllor
Irealmerll lrom whl!el. The.. a re the
sort oIl\01'1-wh itel who are a clonger
to Ihe eommul'li ly.

I"Slead 01 dl'ectlng lhemselves 01
Ihe ir b lock bfo ther. 01'1(1 looking 01
the ir com mol'l Pfob lem l hom 0
eommOl'l p lOflorm Ihey ChooSe to
Ill'Ig OUI lhelr lo mel'llollonl to 01'1
0PPQr6fll1v sympcrtl'l.1le oudlel'lce
Ihot nos become prollclenl In soy.
IfIg the c horus 01 " !home'''. The..
d u ll-wil1ed, I8ff.Centred I\0I'l-""'''81
ore In the u l1lfn(J1e a nol'(Sis os g ull·
ty ol the a rTMl ol DfOQf8U 01 the"

white 'rle l'lds Iaf II II ' ro m such
grOlJps!hollhe theory 04 gra dualism
emol'lOtes 0I'Id ttlll lI whet keepl the
b locksoorm.-d of'\d a foNoyt hoping
!hOI one doy God ....111 step down
from heoYen to~ Ihej. prot)lems.
It II PeOPI. Irom IUCh groups wha
keep OI'IlCOnl'lll'lg !tie papen clolly
to detect any IIgrl 04 ehol'lQe they
pot;erIl1y owell ....,thout wor1ling Jar .
Wherl Helen Sulmon 's majorily II iI'I
creased by 0 COUple d IhausoI'ldS.
11111 II ' .gard.d a s a mojo.
m ilel l o ne In Ih e " l n ev ll o b le
ehonge~. Nobod'o looks at the olI.
Iid& ol lhe COIn the IorliJtHCO\e
,emo\>OlS 01/ Alric:oI'II trom the lJrban
oreas or !tie imp.....:101'1Q zanil'lg of
places llIle Grey Slr_ irI Durbof'l
and a myrlod 01' other monifesIo.
lions of c hol'lgoe tor Ihe w<ll'Ie...-Does ttlil fTIfl'Ofl IhoI I o m ogo,nst
ln1egrotiOl'l1 It by ll'ltegrotion yOU
unde~tand 0 breal<ltvough Into
whilesoc~by blocIc.. a n OSSimllo
han and aeeeplooce ol b lockl lnto
o n al.eady established sel 01 flOfmS
cne code 01 bel\aYlour ..I up by
and mall'ltoll'led by whltel. Ihen YES
I am agolntl II I am ogointl Ihe
supe'lor-lnlerlof ....hll.bIock Slratl
l ic o tlOfl Ihol makes tbe while <:I
perperuo l leacher and th e blo ck a
perpeluol pupil land a pool' one 01
Ihot). I a m ogolf'lll Ihe In te liectuol
orrogance 01 ....h lle Pfl'Ople thaI
make. them believe thot while
leadership II 0 11_ QVO non il'l this
oounlry or'ld thCJt whlJel are lIle
di'lli"l<'llV appointed poce-sette<l in
Df0Qf8ll. I am ogotnst the loci thal
018"",, m lflOfily 5hou1d Im pose 01'1
el'lh.e IYllem of YO lues 01'1 al'l
il'ldigenoul people.

N01'1 Ihe on- nol'ld by lnfegrotiOn
VOU I'f'lo$Of'i ...... IIf'lOlI be he POl l iO
pahan by 01'1memberI 01' 0 SOCiety,
eolel ~ lQ lor the Ml e o:pr e llion olthe
sell irI 0 fl'eely chOf'IOing society os
del",mlf'led by the .... 111 01 the
peOQIe" It'Ien 10m ,""", vou·for one
connor 8'IeQC)8 Ihe Ioc:t thai Ihe
cul!r,jfe shored by the majority
grOlJP In OOV g iven society must
u ltimately <te'erm..... Ihe brood
d lreehoo , 10ken by Ihe lOIn! c u lture
01 thal sociely. Tl'IIi neednol cramp
Ihe style of !hole who '-' d illere",.
Iy but 01'1 the whole, a coun try In
Alr leo. in whICh the mo;ority of Ih$
people a re AlrlCal'l mUll Il'IeYiklbty
e. h lbll Alrleon YOluel a nd be truly
Alr leon In style ,

Raelll1l
Wha t of Ihe c la im Ihollhe b loc lls
are b ecomin g rOCllll ? Thll Is a
fa vourite pallime of Iru slro ted
Iiberoll who ,,,,,1 Ihelr trusteeship
groul'ld belf'lg ....oshed 0 11 from
ul'lde r Ih e lr le el . Th ese sell·
appoll'lle<:l trullMl 01 bloctt Interests
boost 01 yean 01 e.per~ Il'I thei'
hghl for Ihe 'r ig hts 01' Ihe blocks'.
They I\crIe beel'l dOing thll'lgs /of
bIockl. 01'1 berloll 01 bIoekI. a nd
beCOuIe 01' blockl . When.,., blocItI

a nnounc e met the l ime has come
lo r them to do th l l'lgs lor Ihemselves
a nd all by themselves all wh ile
libera l. Ihoul b lue murderl

"He V. you cee't do !hoI You·.e be
il'lQ a roelst. VOlJ Ole tollll'lg 11'110 Ihe;r
trap."

Appa.enlly 11'1 olri g hl ....i th the
libe«lll 01 long 01 yOU remail'l
coughl by lheif trap.

Those wha know, def,.... lOCiIm as
d llCf....lnoobOfl by 0 grouP ogoil'lSl
OIlO!hel lor lhe purp; ", d lUbjuga
tlon or maln1o,n ong subjugahorl. If'I
0!I"0ef WOldS one eonnol be 0 rociII
Ul'llels he hOI Ihe power 10 sub
iUQaM. Who! blocks ore doing II
merely 10.~ 10 a situofiofl In
.,..."ich they tlnd "'-nIehrei the
obje(:l1 ol oofllts lOCiIm. We a re in
the pol ll'OI'I In ....lI lch ",e o'e
because 01our skirl, We o ,e eeuec
tively MgI~il'lSl _ who!
can be 1TIOf. !horllar us to
resporld 010 group ? Wherl wor1le<l
came Iogoether uf'lder the auspices
ol 0 trode unlOfl 10 strive tor the
belte rmen t o f Ihelf c onditions.
f'IObo(fy • • pre...s surDf lse 11'1 the
Wellerl'l World il lS the done thing.
Nobody eecuses them 0/ separotlll
lel'ldel'lCle l . Teoche~ tighl their
boltles, gorbogemen dolhe some.
nobody oCIs as a trustee Iaf o flO!her.
SOmehow, howeve., whe n b loc ks
wo nl 10 do Ihe l' thlf'lg the liberal
esl o blllhm8fl1 seem. 10 d etect o n
onomolv. fh ll II 11'1 lOCI a counter
anarr>oly, The Of\OfTlOly was ll>efe il'l
the Ilrll inllance ....hel'l the ll berall
_e Df8lUmp\UOl,ll tlf'IOUQh to ttlil'lk
!hoI II behoved them to lighl the
bolt!<J lot Ihe bloch,
The liberal mustundell!OflC! tnotthe
days olthe Noble SOYoge cae gone;
tnot the bloek. do nol need 0 ge>
bel....:: In IhII IlruQoIe tor 1heIr own
emol'lc lpallol'l. No lIue li bera l
should IeeI OOV retMl_ at the
gfowtl'l 01 bloek fXlI'II.CiousoeSi.
Rother. a ll true 1Ibet'01l should
realise thal the pIOee tor their light
lor IUllICe II wI1hln Itleif white
socJet\' . The llt>eoolS must realise thOl'
they~ ore oppressed it
they ore true Iibet'o ll and "-elore
...., must IIghI Ior~ own treedom
and noIlhoI of the nebulous '"They"
wi1h whom they eon ho:dIy elolm
identlIk:otlon. The liberal must oppIy
1Iirme11 wtth oblOlut. oedlCoflon to
the kieo d e<Nc<:rt11'lg h is wh ile
brOlherl1hol1he h illofy 01' the OOUf'l.
try mayno.... 10be ._menat some
sloge and thal ....e rnov IlYe in " a
counl ry ....h.re c olour iIl nol serve
fo put 0 mal'l 11'1 a bo f he b lo cks
hove heard enough 0I 1hll, ' 1'1 olhe.
WOldl. the liberal musl serve os a
lubrlcotll'lg molerlol 10 Ihol as ....e
change Ih. gea.. In I ryl l'lg 10 11" d 0
bel1er direCIIOl'l Iaf SOulh Atrlco ,
Ihere lhCluld be no gfll'ldll'lg noises
01 melol agolnll m ela ' bu1 a tree
01'1(1 easy l1owll'lg movemef'll wh iCh
will be c horOClef(llIc 0/ a _ 11
1ooked-otler vehicle.
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&orn shortly befOftt 1943. I ho vtt liv·
ee a ll my ccnsctcus li fe In ltIe
trome work 01 In l tl lullonallsed
separate deve lopment My Irlend·
&hIps. my love. my educ ation. my
ItIlnklng a nd e~ Olher iocet 01 my
lile eeve been c a rved a nd lhaped
w llhln tne c o nlext a t $eparote
development In 1100<» during my
lile I have managed to outgrow
SOIT>e 01 the ItIlflQIthe I'lltem IOUOhl
me. Hopeful ly whol l PfOPOM' 10 dO
now i& to lake a look or IhoItt who
parl iClpole In opposlllon to Ihe
system _ nof Ifom a deloel'led point
01 view but trom the point 01 v'_ 01
a block man. eomeloul 01 the
Ulgen! r>ettd for on undenlondong 01
....hOI Is Invo lved In Ihe ne....
o pprooch _ " block COfl$Cloul-- - ......
One needs to Ulldeilfuo od Ihe boIIc$
be'ore Itt!hng up a remedy. A
nombel' 01 ..... OfgonilO/>Onl now
cufrenlty " lIgtlhng ogeJInst QOCIft
held" Ofe wort.ing on on over
$impliI\ed premiSe. They hove tol<en
a brief look 01 who! Is, oncl hove
diogno$ed the ploblem 1f>COi'~

'lheo/ hove olmoIl COfTlIJ'etelyb'~
ten obouIlhe side eflectl and hove
r'IOI owen CCJfl$idefed Ihe fool co.ne
Hence~ II implOVlMld 01 a
rem e d y .... i ll ha.dly cure Ihe
conc:t,!IOn.

Aporll'lt"d - both petty oncl groncl
- i& obvIouIIy evil. Nolhing con
justity the OffOQOnl OIIUmpllOn InOI
a clique 01 b'el~ hoi ..... righl
to deeiOtt the livel of a malOfllY,
Hence even COITIe<l OUI to'll'llully
and Iolrty the polICy 01 aparll'lt"d
would mertI coodemnotlon and
vlgOfOUl oppoIl!IOn trom the In
d lgenoul peoples os _ II 01 !hoM
who _ !tie p'oblem In III COI.ee1
penpeeIIve. The Iocl lhol oportheld
has b e en l ied up ....Ith wh ite
lUp.emocy. cop italill e oploltoloon.
and dellbel'ale OQPfeH ion mokel
ltIe p'oblem mueh mo<e c omplex,
MoI9fIaI wan l II bad enoogh. but
coupled wlttl lplriluol poveny II kllll ,
And ttlilioller ellKt II p'obably !tle
one thai creeies mounloln, o f
ooetcctes In ttle normal COUr$fl o f
emanc ipatiOn 01 the b lOCk people,

Shell.
One I hauld nOl wo. te lime here
deal ing with monlfe" otlo ns 01
maler lo l wo nt o f Ihe b lock peop le ,
A VOsl il ie rorur0 haSbeen written on
this eeeerem. POHlb lyo lillie .....ould
be SOld oboul spl rll\ial poverty ,
Whor makes the b lo c k m an loll to
t lck7 II he convinced 01 hll own
a ccord o f h ll Inab lllt les7 Doel he
lock In h ll generic mak.up that
' a re q uo illy IIlaI mokfl a man ....111·

We Blacks
Ing to d ie to, rhe ,eall, a tlon of h ll
a lpl.a llons7 Or Is he ' im p ly a
defeoled pttfson7 The a nswer to thll
II not a cteorcut one , II u, however .
neore' 10 rhe losl sug gttstlon than
anyth ing e lse. The logic beh ind
wh ite domination il to p'epore Ihe
b lock man lor a subiefv,ent role In
ttl ,s c ountry No! so Iongaga Ih is us
ed 10 be 1r_1y soid In parliament
even oboul!tle educohonol sysIem
01 Ihe bloek people. tt I' Shll said
even todOy. arrhough In a much
more soph istlCaled IangllOgtt. Too
IOfge eo1enl lhe eviI-do9rI hove suc
c eeded In ploduc ing alttle output
end 0I1hel. machine a lUnd 01 block
man who i& man only in form. This II
Ihe e.-tenl 10 whK:h Ihe p'0CflS of
dehumanilOloon has odvonced,

810C. people urid", Il'le SmUll
govetnn'I8'f'lI _ e oppreosed but
Il'ley _e still men. They Jailed 10
c hange Ih" sy ste m 10' many
•.asans whic:h welhall not considef
het'e . 8uIthe type of block man we
hove Iodoy hoi lost his manhood.
II duc.cl to ... obAglng shell. M
loob wfth __ at~MlIM pow...tn.oc-. oncl uC lpl1 what M
~fdl al ~ Mtn.Ylta bM po-.
lion" , Deep inI>de h is anger mounts
althe occumulollng lnIull. but he
""'"' II In Ihe .....eng d i.ecIiQn _ on
h IS Ml low mon In the townsh ip. on
!tie P'os:-1V 01 block people. No
IongeI' 00M he Ifvst Ieodomhip. Jew
me 1963 m o ss a"est, were
bIomeol)lfl on the bungling by the
I<KIc:kHIh'P. nor i& !hefe ony to !rUS!.
Irl .... pri¥acy of his tohlllist_
twtatI Irl ....." concs-totIon of
Mllte wclotty but bltgtlMonI up Irl
"'..p llll'l ob.ct~ en M _.
out hUfrYlng In 1'ftPOI'l.. 10 Ills
moller'1 Imp at»nl call. In ...
hom. baulMI bu. or train h40 JoInl
... ChoNl fh.at rounctly CGndIlfN'l'
tne while man but Is l im to praise
the gocMH"menl In !tift po_ nce 01
Ihe poiK:e ew h isftIT'oI)Ioyer$. His heart
yeorns 10< !tie comlorl of white
.a<:1,,1y and makes h im b lame
h imsell fo r nOI ha vi ng b een
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." ed uc a led " enoug h to wOffonl
such I\loury. celebra ted cc t ueve
menrl by wl'lll" S In ttle fie ld of
serence - whlCI'I "" uride.stand'
only hazily - serve to make h im
fother Convinced 01 I.... futli lly at
fesi. tance a nd to throw a way a ny
hopes Ihol c hange moy ever come.
An In all the block man hoi become
a ......11. a shadow ot man.complete
ly deleoted. d.ownlng In h is own
m isery, a slave. o n ox bearing Ihe
yoI<tt 01 oporession wlttl IheeplIh
l im idily.

.....-
This i$ the hf$l tn.Ilh. b1""" 01 rr may
seem. Ihol _ hove to oct<nowIecIQI
beIOfe we con storl on any pol>
gramme deslgned to change the
Sla lus q uo . rt b ec ome s mO'e
noe<;eIlOlV 10 _Ihe Iruttl 0111 1111
you reense InOIthe only vehicle !of
chonOe ewe 1heIe people who hove
lost their pel SO"ollty. The IIfIt step
!hefelore 1110 molle the block man
come to h ifNe/l: to pump boclIliIoa
inlo hll ernQly shell; 10 InIuM h im
wittl pride oncl d lgnily; to ..... Irid
him 01 his complicity In the Cf~ at
a llowing hlmsell to be m.....sed arid
!hefetore IooIIing 1'VII ' 1'igfI SIJS)Ieme
ifllhe country 01 h is birth. ThIs is wt>ol
_ mean by on Inword-Iooklng pr0

cell. This is the definlhon 01 " Block
Consc:iO\.IIne1II" •

""-One _itef moklll "'" point IhOl In
on etIorllo deIIroV completely Ihe
struclurfllnOl hod been buill up In
the A1rieOn Soclely and to Impose
!hei. Imperialism wlth o n un~ing

k»allty Ihe coIonlalllll _e r'IOI
IOIiIfled me<eIy with holding a pee
ple In lhelf grip arid emplytng !tie
Notive'S bfo ,n of a lllcwm oncl c0n
tent. they turned 10 the POSI 01 !tie
oppreosed people a nd d ll!Of1ed.
d isllg u.ed ond deslfaved II , No
IonQttf wal " , terence mode to
A h lc o n CUlture. II b e c ome
barbarism. Alrlco wal the " dark
Con tinent" . RellgiOlll pooctK:1II a nd
CUltoml weoe rele<red to 01 superstl·
tion. The h istory 01 Arrlcon Socle ly
wOI reduced to Iflbol barril" a nd
Internecine wafS. Thefe wal no con
sclOUI m igration by ttl. people tram
one ploc e 01 abode 10anot/ler , No.
II wa s alwayl t1ight from one Iyro nt
who wo nted 10 defeol the Iflbe not
for anv poslfive reosan but merely to
Wipe Ihem o ut o f the lace 01 IN t
eefttl .

No wonder Ihe Alr lcan c h ild leorns
10 hate h is heritage In h ll days 0 1
scnool, So negative II the Im a ge
prttsenled to h im thot he teridl to
lind solace only In close !dentillco ·
tlon w ittl while soc lely.



No d oubt, there tore , port 0 ' Ihe
o p proac h envl lOged In br inging
aboul "block conlClousness" has to
be direeled to the post, to seek 10
rewrlle the h il tory 01 the block mon
a nd 10prOduce In II the heroel who
'o rm Ihe c o re 0 ' Ihe Atrlc o n
bockgroood,

A people Wllhoul a posi..... h iltQfy
ililke a ....hlele -.IIhouI on engine.
Their emoholll connol be _Iy
controlled and chon.....1ed In a
recogr>kIoble doteetiOl'l- They o!lloaVI
li\<e in a Ih<Jdow ol a lnOI'e 1UCe""
fullOCieIy. Hence In a country l ike
aurI Ihey ore IoIced 10 celebrate
hoIidoy1 ~.e Poul I(rugef'l day,
flepublle day. efC; , - 0 '1 ol """k:tI
ore 0CC0Ii0fII dul'lnQ """leh the
humiliation ol defeoI iI 01 once,--.

00 ........
Then )00 one con . m oel from our
indigerlOOl c ul'tu,"a 101 of lXllili~

virtues """leh Ihould leach the
Welh:t<ne< a leuon or Two. T....
oneRe" 01communlly lor Inltonce
is 01 the heort 01 our cul!ure, t he
eosine" with wIl lch A'rlco rlS ccet
munic o le with each o ther II not lore
ed by o urhorily but II Inhe,enl In the
make-up of A""cOn people. Thus
whe.-eol l he wil lIe Iom lly c a n stov In
on Oreo wilhoul knowing ItI ne igh·
boors, A" iconl develop a sen18 of
belong ing to the communily within
a short l ime of coming together .
Ma ny a 1\oIl:I1101 oltlc lOl hoi been
conloul\ded by 11'I. pracllce of In
dians who bring g+lll and pr_ nll
10 pQljMllI ....no.. names they con
hOl d ly reeen. Again Ih ll II a
monlleltotlon of the Inlen'eloflon.
ship be-.n mon a nd man In the
block WOfld 01~ to the
h ighly In'Ipet$OI'IQI WOl'1d in """k:tI
wIl itey tlvM. !heIe ore cllofoctef·
IsficI _ mUll nol a llow oursetvel to
lose. The il va lue eon only be
a ppreciated by IhOIe of us who
hove nol 01 yef been mode Ik1VeI
to tectlnology and the moehi"".
One con quo", a myriad 01 on
exam ples. Her. ogoIn " block con
1C~" 1IoMtIU 10show the block
people the val lO. of their own Iton
do,ds a nd 0UIl00Ic . If "'QeI block
people to judge themsel_ oceor·
d ing 10 the.. ItOndQ,ds and not 10
be IooIed by while society who
hove wIll~ I'I'Mtm$eIYe$ and
mode while l tondordl the VO:-d$llck
b y Whic h even b lack people judge
ecen olher ,

"If Isprobably neeeSlOry at this stoge
10 worn a ll and l und ry c beut the
IImill 01 endulanc e ot Ihe h...mOn
mind , Th li ll porl lc u larly neeellClry
In the eese ot the Atrlcon people ,
G<ound lor a ,.vah,mon II olwoys Ie<.
llie In the presenc. ol obsoMe
destiMlan. At lOme ItQge one eon
101_ a IIIuatIon where blocl< P8'>.

p ie w ill teel they hove noth ing 10 live
lor a nd w111 1/'1ou1 unto their God "thy
will be done" Indeed Hil w ill Sholl
be Clone 001 It sholl not o ppeol
equally 10 all mortail lor Indeed we
hove d ill",enl v",1Ions 01 HII w il l. II
the willie God hoi been doing the
ta lking a ll a long. 01 lOme ItQge the
block God will hove 10 raiSe HiS
voice and moI<e Himsell heard oveI
and above nailellrom His coon""·
port. WhO! hOppens 01 Ihot uoge
(leOenCb largely on what hoppens
in the Inktfvening period " Block
ConIc~" theretc:lle seeks 10
give poslttvrtv In the 0UIl00Ic of the
block people to~ PlobIerns. II
WOIb on the knoooledQe Ihot MwIl ite
hotTect" iI n&QOti...., 1houQIl under·
stondObIe, and IeodI to Pleelpilale
and Ih<*gun melhods """leh mov
be dllOllrOUI 101 blocll and wIlite
a like. II seekl 10 chOnnei the penJ.
up toreos of the angry bIacll m<JSI8$

10 meon ing l u l a nd d irectional
oppQIrliQf'l bOling ill ..,lIre struggle
on the ' eo li' ,,,, 01 the I I!uollan . II
wonls 10 ensu'e a I lngvlorily of
pvrPQSe In the m lndl 01 the b lo ck
people and 10 moke poIIible Iotol
involvemenl 01 the mollel in a m ug.
gle essenl la lly Ihe lr'

Whar 01the wh ile mo n 'l re ligion 
C hrlstlonlly1 II seeml the people in·
va lved In Importi ng Chrl,llo nlly 10
Ihe b lock people tlead!astly re 'use
to get l id of Ihe ronen tQ\,lndotion
wIllc h mony 01 the miSSiona ries
c realed when they came. To th ll
dote bIacll C*<I"'" hnd no rnessooe
tor them in the SIble $imply because
our m lnltletl 0 ' . $TIll too bvlV w ill'l
moral~11tieI , They blow Ihese UP
01 the IT>OIf Im pO"'0,,1 things Ihot
Jesus hod to lOY 10 people. They
constonlty urge the people Ia hnd
Iaull in 'hemu,"eland by IOdoing
de1'roct fl'om ee euence of me
str'uggle In wIlleh the people ore
in\/Ohfed. Oeprl¥ed 01 spilituol con
lenl, !he block Cl'K"'" read the
blble wrth a OUlllb!lrty Ihot II shOCk
ing. While lMy sing In a chonas of
Honea cUlpo'° Iltey Ole )crIned by
whtte groII~ """' slng a dIfI_'
v. ... lo n - o·t...o c u l p a " . The
o naclwonrsm ol a wolkneonlng
God who a llows people to sulfer
c ontrnuolly under on obviOUsly im.
1nOI'01 l'{IIem II not loll to young
blocks who con tinue 10 d ,op out 01
C hurCh by lI'Ie hundredl .

t oo ma ny people a re involved in
religion lor the b lo c kl to Ignore.
Obvloully !he only patll open 101u. now I' to red."n. !he m.nage
In lIIe blble and to moll. II r.I.~anl

to til. tlruggllntil malMI, The bib le
m Ul l not be seen 10 p reach thot a ll
a uthorily II d ivinely Inlti!uted, II m ust
l other preach Ihot It 11 0 lin 10 a llow
oneself 10 be oppressed. The b ible
mutT CQf'I!IO\IOlly be shown to have
something 10 lOY to the block mon
10 keep him gplng In his long

"

journey loward l ,eoli SOlion of the
sell, Th ll II the mel lOge Im plicit in
" b lOCk theo logy " lIH}, Black
theology seekl to cc a way with
spltilUQl poveny 01 the block peo
pie. " seekl to demonslrOle the ee
surd rty of the ouumption by wIl ilel
tha i ·'o nc e l lo l worsh ip" wa l
lleCeIIOIlly a superslihQn a nd Ihot
Chri$hOtlily il a lCientifie religiQf'l.
While baling ItIeIt on the Chri$llon
Il'\eItOge, block theology seek$ 10
show Ihot OV!ISoonrty II on Q(lop.
Iable 'ellg iQf'l Ihot I,ll in with the
C1.ll!urol Iiluotlon of Ihe people to
whom . II impoo , IkIdr Ih4ooIogy
-",todepkt at a 1Igt11~ '11

God """' _ lIIe ~ 01'
loman _y - lIIe oppt l llor',
c l in ~11 1 _ In "' 1QttoM'. '.mp" at
." toerll ' ll l lUS thoIlI mertted a
vloIeftt ...-lIon rr- Him _ ....
SolI of Moo.
Thul In a ll h.1dI ~BlOck Conscious
nell" web 10 tolk 10 the block man
in a languoge Ihot il h ll own. II is
only by recogniSIng the eese sek.lp
in rhe block world !hoi one will
come 10 reoll .. the u'genl need lor
re·a w a kenlng 0 1 the slee p ing
mallei, Black ConSCIOUmeu seekl
re d o lh ll , Needleu to lOy It mall
ha ve 10 be the b loc k people
Ihem selves WhO Ihall toke cere 01
Ihll programme lor Indeed sekou
l oure was ' ight when .... so ld:

To toke part In the A" lean l evolu
nee, It II nol enough 10 Wllte a
revolullon<Jry tOng: you must
1a1hiQf'l the revolulion with the
people, And If you lostIiQf'l II with
the people. the 110IIOI will come
by themM...... ond ollhemselvel

In Older 10 achieve .eat 0CIt0n
you mutT yourwlt be a IMng port
01 Alrloo and of r- tIlought; you
mull be on elemenl ol Ihot
popular _ gy wl'llctl1I entirely
coiled IorII'I tor the tr_ng. the
prOQl_ and the hoppineu 01
""lea. There II I'IQ pIoce outside
Ihot light tor the ortiIt or 101 tile ....
lelleeluol who iI not himself con
cemed with. a nd completely 01
one Wlth tile people In the great
banle of A" 1ea and of lU1'lerlng
humanlly

Blathers, come
And let US 00 unlo our God
And when we stand belOl'e
him
I shall lay -
Lord. I do nol hate,
1 0 m hated,
I seaUI"e no one.
I am scourged .
I covet no landi,
My land' o re coveted,
I mock no people,
t.Ay people are mocked,
And (white boYI w hat sholl

you tOy?



Some African Cultural
Concepts

1hItP'Clll*'_ 1I I'.sdby .....ata co II'. OI~byU •
(lhhN' 1Oi,.oaIIooICIf 4 ~C l IltlOh ol AfItl:IGi "' I"' l oI l ',I 4 ....
4 nlAI :doltoJlJol'theEdu clrll a.. anlICultural Da 'llop ' lU.1
01 the Atno.i .lOplll at Id . nd lll i . Matalin t 97t . 1hIt co .1Ia. n
Pfo,ec1 to be' 0 It l,I•poaIOft the woy to ... fonnmtI an 0I .... 1IIC
In JohG•• Iboll"$ In DI CI • tv t97t .

One 04 the most d rlhc\llllhing&10 do
Ihe5e days 11 10IOlk with 0Ufh0l'1ly on
on'(ltling 10 do w ntl Alrocon culture .
Somehow AhCant gr. notellP8Cled
10have ony deep uodet~lding 01
Ihe i. Own c ullu•• 0< . ...e n 01
fhemse/Yel. ~ people hove
become 0UIt.... ""'1on 011~ 01
the African lite Of 10 be mo<e
occu.a!e on IANTU lite . Th\l$ _
have ..... .,Iet-.t 01 o;oIumon on
_ 01 1t'.e 5ftongest sutlte<;:b 
eYe<' ··the leed'ng habob oI lhe U<.
bOn Alr iCO....•·• (I publk:ohon by (I

toirtv " tibero'" ","OlIO. In$II1'UIe 01- ....,.,.,.
In my opInIOl'I II II not necessooy 10
IOlk w llh leO"- about AlI'icon
c u lTure . 11a , in the lighl of the
above Jlctemenw;~ reoliseslhQ!
eeee lI lO mtiCh conlulllOnsown. no!
only amongst cowal non-Alr lcan
feaden, but even amongst "fI'!cons
lt1emsel....I .1t\(I1 pell'lo ps (I since ,.
attempt should be mode at empha·
slslng the authentic cultura l aspects
or the Afl'lcon people by Alrlcons
themsel..." s.

"'inion"
Since that unlort\.ollOle dale - 1652
- _ have been e'pe<lenclng (I

P'OC815 o f acculturation. II is
perhops prflUm~ 10 0011 d
··occu ll \ " Cr1IOl'l'·~UM Ihi$~
im plies (I Iusion 01 d illef'enl CUnu'M .
In our COM !hit lu$Ion hoi been ...
If_ Iv OO.e,i t)ed. The Iwo major
cullu'''' II'lOl ....., oncl " "-'"dH _ e
_ Alr\eOn Cullute oncllhe' Angk>
Iloer 0..""'• . WhereoIIhe AfriCan
culture ""Of unsophl5llcoled and
sim l)lof. ..... A.ngIo.Ioef culture hod
a ll the lI'aPOil'l9* ot a eoIoniQlisl
eullu,e and ltwHe!oo'e was heavily
equ,pped fatQOnQl,lelt. ""-e1tley
could. Jhey c:onq,.-ed by penua
Sia n. ullng a h ighly e.e luslve
,ellgiOn 1haI oenounced a ll orr
Gods and demonded a ....Iet code
0 1 behavlo u, w llh respeel 10
c lolhlng, education. rllool and
cUllom. ""-e it waslmpclNlble 10
convert, I lr e-Qrm s were read ily
a'fOliable cod uled to O<t<onlOge ,
Hence the Ang lo-Boer c u llure was
the mOfe poweflul c ulture In otmcst
enrecen. Thll II where the AfTlean
began 10 ia;ea g rlp on h lm selt a nd
h is surroundlngl,

Thus In laking 0 look 0 1 cultural
aspecll at the Alr lean people one
1 lla b ly IInd s h lm..,l! ha"lng Ia
compar• . Th" II primarily eeeecse
at the conlempl lhol the ·' lUperlOl ··
c u lture shows Iowardl the Indi
genous c ullur. . To lusllty . lis e. -

p loilat,ve baSil the Ang lo-Boer
culture hal QI a ll tlmea been
d ,recled QI bestowing on InIerIOl
status 10 a ll eullu,ol aspecIS 01 !he
indigenous people,

I am aga,nII Jhe tlelief IhaI Mlcan
c ullure IS IIl"1'l<H:>Ound. the notiOn
IhoI wllto the conquest ell the A"iCon
a ll hll cullur. was ObI'teroted. I am
a lso aga,nII the belief IhoI when
one la lkl ell A"leon eulture one IS
neceuorlly Iolking althe pre-Vo n
II lebeeck cu lTure. ObY!oulty the
A"ico n eulture has hod 10 sustain
severe bloWi and may have been
ballered nearly oul aI shope by the
belligerent c ultures II c o ll id ed wllh.
vel In essence even lodoy o ne c o n
easily l ind Ihe tundamenlol aspecIS
of the pure Alr lean cu lTure In the
present day AlrM:lOn. Hence In Iolcing
a IooIc 01 Alr lcan c ultu re I a m golng
10 ' el"" os _ II 10 whal l he.... Jerm·
ed the modoorn Alflca<l eullu,e,

.~

One 01 the m osl Iundomenlal
aspecIS 01 QUI' eullure" the imPOf
Ionce _ 0Il0ch to Man. Ours has
a lwayS b een a Man-cenlred
1OC1eIY. W-....n hC1'4 on many
oocaslOnI been~ aI the
coooeily _ hC1'4 fat Iolklng to
eocn 0!I"0ef - not fat the de aI Of
rMng aI a porIIeuIQf eonctuslon but
mel'eIy 10 et"IIOY W'Ie oOh wnunlcollOl,
fat III own lOke. lnllmoey .. a /efm
not e.c l..- lor partICular tnends
but applying 10 a whole lil'oup of
people who find Ihemselves
logeltwH e,",* Ihrougto WOfll Of
th,ough ,elldenllOl 'e<!ul,emenb .

In Iacf In the IrodlllOnal AfTiCQn
c ullure, there " no SUCh thing os two
Irlendl, ConverSOllOn groups were
m Ofe Of leu naTurally delermlne<:!
b y age and d iv ision 01 labour. Thus
one Would lind all boys whoce job
waslo look oller callie period ica lly
meeting 0 1popula ' I poIS 10 engage
In ccnveesctton aboul l hel r OOllle ,
glrllrlendl , parenll, neroes, e lC. All
c om monly shared their seerell,loYs
ond woes Noone tell unnecelSOflly
on Inl rvder Inlo someone else's
buslneu. The e urk)a.lty monllested
was welcome, II eame out of a
desire 10 share . This pallem one

"

would lind In a ll age groups. House
vislhng WOI a lwoys a Ie<nu,e of the
elderly /011-. way of h... No reason
WOI Med (JS 0 bOSOI lor ",",II. II was
a M pari of ou, deeP ooneem lor--
TheM a re things ......... done In the
Weslern""·1 eulture. A VISitor 10
someone'l hOuM. w,th the e.cep'
IiQfI allI'oends, OS olwoys mel with Ihe
q uesliOn ·'whaI eon I do tor you?"
Th ll OIIllude 10 .- people nol Os
lhemselves bul 01 agents lor some
pofllculof tunc llOn el!tlef 10 one 's
d lsa d va nl og e or odvanfa ge Is
fo re ig n 10 u t , We a re nOl o
l uspic ioul rc ce . We believe In the
Inherenl good",," of man. We en
joy man IOf h lmsel1 , We regard our
living Ioge!tlef no! 01 On unlorlunole
muncp wo r,antlng endlen
competll iOn Ofl'\OflQ ut bul os a
dellbefOfe oe. of God to make us a
commun,!y of brOIhen and IisJets
joinlly Irwo/Ved in Ihe quest lew a
compotite 0111_ ' 10 the \lOlled pro
blems of lile. Hence In 011_ do we
alwoys pIaoe Man Ilflt and Moce
a ll our octIon .. usually joint com
munlty orienled ocIion rathe< IIlan
!he Indl....dUOlIsm whleh II the
hallrt'lQr1l 01 W'Ie 00PII0IIIl QppiOO¢l'L
We olwoYS rftOW'I Wom using people
os slapping~. Insteod _ Ofe
Pf&fXil'ed 10 hC1'4 a much IIowe<
progress In on eIl<wt 10 moIee sure
IhOI ON of UI ore R>Orcfllng to tha_.....

.....
NoIhlngdr~ the eagerness
al tha AIrIcOf>s 10communlcoJe wjIh

eoch Other more IIlan lhel, Icwe lew
song and rhylhm. Musk: In the
Alrlean cullure Ieotun,. In a ll emo
I lanol slales. When we ga 10 worlr.,
we shOre"'" burden and pleasures
of Ihe work we are doing through
mUIIe. Thlt porIlc ulor Iocef sIrongely
enoug h hal tll ler&d through 10 the
present day. TourlllS olwoys waleh
wllh o mOlemen t the I ynchrony 0 1
music a nd eenee a. A"leans were
lng 01 a rood Iide use thei r p icks
and shovels wllh _II,llmed prec l
lion 10 the accompanlment Ot a
bocklil'ound lQf'Ig.llaIIIe lOf'IOI_e
a featu,a 01 "'" long march 10 war
In the olden dOyo.. Girls and boys



ON BLACK MUSIC
neV8f p layed any gomes WIthOUT Us.
,ng muSiC and rhythm as Its basis. In
other words with AtrK:onl. m usic and
rhythm were nol lu . urles but port
and pcrcet or It>e" WQy 01 ccei
mun iCOIIOn. Any w llerlng we e.
pefienCed WQS mode much more
reol by song and Ihylhm, There Is no
doubt IhoI It>e 10 coiled " Negro
splrr!U<Jls" sung by IlkJcl< sIoves In
It>e StO!fl ex Ihey IOiIed undel op
plessiOn were IndIco!Ive of It>ell
""ICO... herrtogoe,

The mop Itllng 10 nore aboul our
IOf'9I Is IhQt Ihey..-were IOf'9I
IOIIndrv>dualt.. All ""lCOI'i IOf'9I are
group 1Of'9I. Though many have
wards. Itlis Is not It>e mosIlmportonl
Itllng oboul Ihem. Tunes were
odopled 10 IUlt Ihe 0CC0Ii0n and
hod Ihe worlCWl1ul elktCt of moking
eYefYbodv read Ihe lOme Itllngs
110m Ihe common elpell8f"lCe , In
\/l<Qr It>e IOf'9IleololUled those who
_ e scored. highlighTed"'" deter·
m inQIlQn of "'" regiment to win a
porl ic u lar eneounlfH ond made
much more urgent the need 10 setT~

IITtt SCOIe: In suller lng !he Block
slo vtts derived sUITenonee cut of 0
Itteling a t togtttnerness: 01 work the
b inding rhythm mo kes everybody
brush all the burcen ond hence
Alr ic o ns c a n con tinue 101' hou's o n
end becouse 01IITI I c ooed e!lefgy

"'opelty
AtTItudes or Atrlc o ns 10 propertv
o QCIln show Just how unlndivldual·
IsIIC It>e Atrlco n II, Iv. e.oerybody
here knows. AIrK:o'" IOCIeIV hod It>e
village communIty o s III basls.
Alrlcons o twoy1 believed In having
many vllloge$ with a eonllollable
number of~ In eeee rotheI
Iharllherevene, Thll obvloustyWQs
o requlI--'11o W ltlhe needs of 0

com m unlty ·based a nd m a ...·
centred SOCiety. Hence most Itl lngs
were jOintly owned by the Qloup.loo'
ir dlOi ooe ",*e WOI no suen Jhing 01
indivldllolloncl 0Wf .....1hop. The IoncI
belonged 10 the people a nd was
melety undeIthe COI ,irof of the IocoI
ehlef on bef'lodofthepeople. When
come went 10 graze II WOI on on
open w id and not on anvt>odv·s
speeilre 101m.

Farm,ng and Ogt"teullyre. Itoough on
Ind_vldual Iomlly basis. hod m any
c ho.ocle. lstlcs of joinl e llorls. Each
person Could by a simple request
and holdIng of a special CerttmOf'ly.
inviTtt neighbour, to eQ1T18 and work
on his p ia l. This service wa s return·
ed In kind and no remu~ollon was
eve ' given.

Pove.ty was a lore lgn eonc ttp t This
could only be really brought Oboul
to the ent..e communIty by o n
adverse c limate during a porflcu lar
season. II never wOl consk:Ie.ed
l epug nanl lO <nil one 's neighboull
tor help it one WOI SlNggling. In

The Block Indigenous sound is
beoulllul , Soui lu i . M lf lom
Makebo. aUf o wn p e rso nal
musical Ambasso do,· ln-exlIe .
mode 0 plea recently IhQt Blocks
should not ollow !heir SOUnd 10
doe. Foo- c.nturles the willies have
been laking on 8Ioclt SCU'odI and
c Oflvef1lng .....m . making a s
though they _,e lheir own

~-

People WI Ihe 8Iocl< ghefIoeI
won! \II !IQ r.ach them arKI _
IMI\PIy ,....... 10 ..ach and com
munlcofe Wllhlhem. WI'>oIdeJeI·
m,,- our musoe " how wide the
markel ii, 1 a m not tor one
momanr suggesting Ihol BIoct;
m Ulk:IonI should not p loy 101
money - tho t' . how They earn
lheir keep. but whol I a m lOylng
is e.eotlv lty and Illock dev&lop
menl should be the loIemost
1oc1OI. Atta lnmenl of our longed
101' asplralions II au' In llia l goal
a nd o ll!hlnga will Iollow. We cce't
ollord to p lo y like we do nol sett
Ihe InJusllce a .ound us: we cent
a llord to dec eive the world a nd
Itt l II be lieve that oU·. well In our
.a ...ks. and we cc n't o llCld 10 m i.·
' 01' 10 Ihe world ourselv," as 0
hopeleN . hapleN a nd heip lesa
people. We 've got powef wl!h UI.
o nd Ihll po_ we musl use

fodoy P"OPIe wonl 10 ling lII<e
Elv is Presley _ ObIufd He il lt>e
epjIIome of 'Wl'IIIot mo.,os;e" and this
Is -'-e _ hove~ led 10.
We'Ye been led 10 ImltOle wtllNn
and Itllnk !hein is better and
more C\llll,nd. WfI QIm loo' the lop
In Ihe hll parade by pIoyYIg
" w hile " IO<,Ond S and saying
- wt\lte 1'houghtl~. thiS kil ls QUI"

SOUnd arKI stIfIeI rtIvtnm and
et'0IItp5 QUI' ... . 110 11 MIg 1fyIe. let
us fttfuw 10 be use<:l arKI leI's
r~ 10be e qllQjled. we ore es·

a lmoif a ll lrllronc,"!heie WQ:I help
be--. iOdoVlOuOb. trIbe and " ibe.
chiel and c hltl!, esc. e ven in 'Plte

"'~.

I'robleml
" noIITer Impono nl cscect 01 the""ica<l cu ltu.e is OUf menlOl a lt Itude
to p.ob lems presenled by lire in
general . Whereos !he We5lerne. Is
gea red 10 ul e 0 p ,oblem·solvlng
op proccn lo llowlng very "enchanl
a nalyses. au. a pproach Is thaI of
I lluallon-e~pe.lenci ng. I will Quale
t.om Or KoundO 10 IlIul" a le IITI$
poinl :

The Weslerner 001 o n a ggressive
menlallty . WI'Ien he sees a pro
l)Ioom he w ill not resl unlil he 001

JO

plailed 0 11 It>e way a nd it is a
g.eor God-gl ~.n I lghl Ihol we
should eserel.. - .e fuse 10 be
es~te<l a ny more , l et's ploy
11k. Malombo and Doshlkl. let's
ploy Ilk. Hugh MoMIcelo. Mi. iam
Mo lutbo and Lena Mbuli. lei our
mUlie ttlfotl WIth Ihe genlle . pas
IIionoIe beat of Rovr Shani;....
'" ltoggoi a nd OIlbiSa, l e'" play
" ke I" e e l)ull lenl gumbool
doneen "om .... mineI and
keep OUI" IOUl'ICI vltgin and pure .

Al The preMI'It _ ,I me.e me
.eports 01 wtlrte people l iving in
CtlollWOfttl wl!tl _ intenllOn 01
Ieomlng 10 ploy The lito. and
other orl8< llOl "*'umentI. lhis
tToI been going on lor 0Q0tI. They
lived In Harlem and IfOIe BkJcI<
sounds. took them 10EUfope and
termed them It>elr own original
sounds. They then f1d lCUled BIoeIl
ortIsls coiling them "Negro" musj.
e lOnsor "eoans" OI hoppet oed in
the COpe to the so-called " Col
ou,ed" ortlsl s In the se-eenee
"Coon CO.... lvat" shows.

Joe COCke. p lays Ihe m usic 0 1
Roy Charles o nd ""'1 honelf to
admll il. EriC Clop ton ploys B.B,
KIng: Kenny Surre l p loys Wes
Montgomery a nd lIT.. II ample
proof of the m usJco l proweu of
8Iock people the ""OI!d over. let·s
copluI..... tearl lhQt IIow down
our c heeklln anger from oppr_
SIOn. Ihe joys _ elpelience
wtoero the sun sets and _ own""
night o nd en ltTol II Bloc k
.lpeIienoe In the tnI,I$i¢ of our
own sttors.. lIQmboufex ond nures.
lei's ¢OPfl¥..... opprooch of a
new 8Iocl< day ond the thuncIotr
0Yef Afrika sk_ 110m Ihe deep
!lYOtl 01 our Ot\lms. From our
musIC ..,.• ..-create !n.Ie lloct;
humorvrv.

IOImuIoled some solution 10 II. He
connot llYe wlltl eon"Qdictorv
ideoI ln hll m Ind; he must sett le
lor one 0I1t>e o!hei or e lse evolve
a thlld IdeO In h is mind wtI,c h
harmoniIM or reoonclles the
other rwo, And he II vigorOU 51y
scientiliC in rejeCting solulionllol'
wh ich Ihere Is no baSiS in logic.
He d ,owl 0 l horp li ne b-etween
Ihe natural and thtt supernatu.a l.
Ihe rcncnot ond non·.a ll ona l.
and mo,e allen Ihon nol . he
d ismlN es the supernatural a nd
nQn-falionol as supers!lt,on .. .

AI. lcons being a pre-$¢ienll!k:
people do not feeognise ony
concep tual c leavage between
Ihe natu.a l a nd W pefnotulOL



Thev experie nce a I ltua tlon
rothef tha n race a problem. By
thllrnea.... they a llow both the ro
tIanol and non-ratianol elemenll
10 mak. an impaet upon them.
and a ny aetiOn !hey rnov klke
eould be CleSCrIbe<l~ os a
reapanM of the IaIOI penonatiTy
10 the IItuabon IhQn the result of
_ menlOl exeorcise ,

Thill find a mosI apt a na........ of the
,,_, ,hal dIlle<enoe In the appiooch
to lire of the.. two grot.lpa . We os a
communlIV are pr"'POred 10 accept
thot nature w il l have III enigmas
w hiCh are bevand eur pawe" to
solve, Manv people have Inter·
preted thll anltude a s lack 01 In
iII0tlve and drl"'" yet In spite (II my
belief In the Slfong need lor SCIen
hliC . xpennwnlalian I eonnot help
.....,ng Ihof melf. IimI!t a lso should
be spent In seoching man and man
10 live~ and that pert'laPs
the African penonCItiTy with III 01
htude (II loyIng IeII stress on~
and melf. IIfeu on man .. well on
the werv 10 tolvlng our cord'Ohlahon
problems, ........
" II people are agreed that "rrlcans
or. a deePtv rellgkllJl peoQle. In the
variOuS Iorml 01 WOtshlp that one
tound throug hout the Southern part
of ou' eonhnent the<e wal al l. (ut
o c ommon baIlI. We a ll accepted
wltt>out any doubt the e .il!enCe (II
a God. we hod our ooom eommunlly
aI .oInti. we believed - and It>i$
'*'01 CQnIIItenI wilh our --.. allile
_ !hat a ll peaplfI who dlltd hod 0
soec;:l01 ploee nexl 10 God. W. teIt
that a OOl ."""nicahon wtth God.
eould only be lIlI'ough IheIe pee
p le. We neve< knew onymlng about
hell _ _ do not believe thai God
can create people only ta pun ish
them eternally Olter a I hart period
an 90'tt1.

....nath.r a spect 01 r.llgiOUI prc c 
lIce$ WOl the cccosrce (II worst>lp
Again _ d id not believe Ihol
' e liglOn could be teotured 01 a
separate part (II au, e.OIlenee on
earth . " ....as man,teIt In our dally
lives. We lI'Ianl<ed God hough our
arOC+$tOiS betore _ dronk beer.
..........-:t. worked, esc. We would
obYiOuIlV lind " ortili<:l0l 10 e reese
special accal ionl tor worsh iP,
Neithe< d id _ see ll lagleOllO hove
a partic u lar build ing In ....niCh a ll
worlhlp would be conducted, We
beli.ved that God was o lwaYI In
communication with us and 'h. r.
lore meor lled atlention everywhere
and a nywhere.

It ....as the mlWonor_ who con.....
ed our people willl IIlell new
'e1ig1a1'l. By _ strange Iogic. Ihey
argued that II'>eirs ....as a SCIotnIlllc
.eliQiQn and aun ....as ........ super
Itif\On In IPite aI the ~ giCOl

d lllC,epanaie. so obvIOUS In th.
boilS aI their reli g ion. They ruf!hEH
went on Ia preach a IIIeOIogv al lhe
.n -.ceaI hell, scoring 0Ul' kJIhen
and rnathers wllt'l JIO<leIabouI bur·
ning In elemollarne5 and gnashing
of~ and grinding aI bone. This
cold c:rueI religlal'l....as1lrOr"ogil1O US
but 0Ul' taI~_e lUfliCleflt.
Iy ICQred aI the unknown Il'I'Iper;

ding a nger Ie believe that " was
worth a try. Down _ nt our cultu' a l
~,....

DelribolllltCl
Yet It Is dlltlcult to kill the Alrlcan
herltoge, There remallll , In spite at
the supetl lc la l c ultural slmllarltie.
be.....een the detr lballsed and the
We. tefneor. a number of cultu,al
chQroeteflstles that mart aul the
detrlOOllt.ed as a n AfrICOn. I a m nat
here making a COIIt tar separOtlOn
an the basil aI cultural d ,lIe<ences.
t om sufl\CiItntly proud 10 belie'Ve
II'lal under a normal Iituot>on.
AIrlC:OtII con eomlar1ably ItOV w 'IIl
people (II o lher cullutes a nd be
a b le to contribule to the joint
cultures aI the eommunitlel they
have joined, Ha__, what I wonl
to Illustra te here Is IIlat even In Q
plu' a llsllc IOClety like OUfl, there are
I IUlsome c ultura l tra its IIlat we c a nboo.,01 whic h have been able ta
withstand Ihe procell aI delibera te
baIIordilOllan. TheIe are aspects aI
"'B modefn African culture - a
cullure that has used 00l1OeC* Iram
It>e wflite world to expand on 1..
her.,,' cu lturol ct\ar<JCtef\stlcs.

aIoek culture
Thus .... see Itlat In ... area aI
m usIC, the AtriCOn stl. e"",e_
h im"," willl convlcllon. The cra I e
a bout jan arises out aI a CO!lVItfIlon
by It'le " trlcan arlilts 01 m...e nates
ta meanlngtul music , e.presslve 01
,eall_lIngs, The Monkey Jlve, SOul ,
etc, a re 011 aspects aI a m odern
type ""';eon cu lture Ihol e .pr_
the 10"'" original teelingil. SOIoIlike
n-e (II Pot Boone a nd ( I¥lSPI....y
eould neve< really lind exptltSllOn
w''''in the Afr;eon cutture eeeecse
" II nat In us 10 listen poutveIy to
pute rnusieOl notes.. yet wt>en IOUI
IIfuell wtth ttl a ll-engutfing rflythm It
~Iely caught an and IItI hun
dredl aI milliOns aI black bod_ In
Ql'fatlOn llll'aughoulIheWOfld.TheIe
_ e people reodlng In IOUI Ihe reot
meaning _ IIle cencet rneuoge
" IOV It Iaudl I'm b lock and I'm
proud" , Th iS is rast becoming our
m odern cutrure. .. culture 01 den.
alICe, ""-0""'" oncI gl'O\lp
prlde and tolldclftty. Thh I, a
cultuN thGt ...",anoI.. from a
IItuofton of co" • •1Oft e.lll~ of
cpll,ell'<Ml. Just 01 It flOW llrids e.·
preuiatl ln our musiC and 0Ul' dress.
it will spread Ia athe< QIPllCts. This
is the new and modern block

"

culture to whiCh we have g iven a
malar contribu tio n. This II the
modem bIacIl culture II'laI li lespon.
lible tal the rellaratlon (II au, laith '
In ourselves and lherelare otters a
hope In the drreet\Ofl _ a re taking_--0
ThusIn lIs ........ety Ihe AJnc:on 0,;1Iure
spells uSout 01 peopIIt partiCularly
c lose 10 nature ..... I(OUndO pub it.
our people may be unlenered and
their pI>y$iOOl hom ons may be
IIm lled yet '"they Inhabit a IorQltl
w o r ld than the 10p hlstica te d
Welt...ner who hal magnified his
phys ical sensei tI1rough Invented
ga dg e tl at IIle price a ll 100 otten 01
culling out the d imension aI tile
spirituaL" Thus close pro.lm lly Ia
Nah.we enables the emotional com
I)OI'loOfllln us ia be so m UCh riC...... ln
Ihol It mates " P1l 1t 'eote lor us.
W1tt>out any apparent d ,ltoeully 10
lee! tal peopIIt and 10 ofOIlly iden
IIfv w<lh them in any erriClflOld: IifUO.
IIQI'l a rISing out aI sutlerlng.

I h:e advenl of the Wes....n CUItu,e
has c hafl:ged OU' oul1OOll a lmosl
drastlcally. No melfe eould .... run
OUI ooom aIIal". We_e f8Qulred Ia
11' In 0 1 people tolerated with great
restra int In a wel tem Iype SOCiety.
We were toleraled slm p ty becaul<'l
our c heop Iabou' II needed. Henee
_ are judged In IeIfflI al stondards
_ a re nat responsible tor. When
...., eoIaniSOllOn MIS In willl III
dOmlnOnl culture " DevoIn the
natrV'It culture and IeaveI behind a
basto<d'sed cullul e that con only
fIwtve althe tale and poc.a a llowed
It by the dominant cultl,w-e. Thll II
what happened to tile " "'iCan
culture. It II called a sub-CU1tu'e
pufely because the "";eon people
In tile urban compl:e. .. are mimi<:l<·
Ing the white man rather un·
a sham edly.

In reJ&etlng the Wel tern vcrues.
theretore. .... are rejecting thole
things that are not only talelgn ta us
but tIlaI ...... to destroy tile fTl:OI!
c lwrllh:ed of au, bellets - that the
COI'Il:<l:f'11One 01 society II man
himMI _ not just his weIlare, naf his
mote>rla' weIl-t>eing but /US! man
hlmMIf wilh all NlIOfT'OIf\cotIon We
reJeCI the~.oosed society aI
the W_1tlat _,10 be ever
ooncerned with perlecling II'>eir
IItChnotaoiCal know how while 1as
Ing out on their splrltual d lmenllon,
We believe that In tile long fun IIle
speelQI contribution to the world by
"!rIca will be In IIle rie ld 01 huma n
relo tlanSh lp$. The great powers or
It'l. world may have done wonderl
In g iv ing "'" world o n Indull!lal and
m ilitary~. but tI'IfI great gitl slll l
has 10 come "'om " h iCO - glYlng
tile world a melfe human tooe.

,.ONE "0f'lI ONE AlANlA



Clash of Cultures Part II
(C""lmu«1/rom FRANI'. rAt K. VOIum" , No•. 2 '" 3)

1141 INHtIOlIlTY COMl'UX
lleoouM__ tacl oealed ltle
_ _ ..... dfCtolecl *'>aT .....
IigI'II and *'>aT _ *,eng..... oaused
ltle de ..'""",,", ol an """1(Jr1l'y~
pin In _ blado peO(>le

Oveo" __ hunclrecl Odd ...-at' ""'"
blOct: ............. bMn......... I , and
e .N....., _ ~« ple __ to

Syml;)()I'" lor black Il'OJ)le - """"'.,. ,11. "" _oor tloeoI'I9'-

"'" """'10.' '- II"lCI,IlcaOec In _
blOct:tnana _011 '_~a_

"'0 II>aI p_ oce 01 _
. rooleo loon. a second _ CIluen. "'"
in t" iO< II , Compl.. pt•••nlt Ih.
t>IOclcmon from a<nc;:uIaIIng "" cnpom.
""'" and del. _ ""G hoi """""-.

"'" .. ,..",. _ bIacll~
ph"'*""" (amOI ogof _ _.
OliOnll _ _ """ ",. "''''emon ca....
....,. ""e<:IIy tle a paoI ol ",. p<oc:ea In
""'ictl t>IOclc~ mop 0tiI _
des~ny. , .... p<netIC:. ol "" ..Memon
..ithin ",. , onIll OIl "'" DIaclo peo(>Ie 1>01
a "'l'QOfI'" "".."

f .."h&f. Ih. ..M emon .. r>eonOClOUII, or
. ..b-conocIOUII, D/l ng. h.....pe' ior"",
c ompl• • ", ceo, ..pon I!le l)laCkman. In
Olher worOlIl" w!," ' erno n manipulate.'li,pooollQn ol lUPel K:>ll1y10 d lClol. "'!he
blackman how !'Ie ,,,,,,,Id _ hi .

"~
We fn'" 1hOI "" ,..,.... liberal _ who
pr_ to tle a Ir""'"ol_bIock"",n
- in loci , ol 'endefinglhe
black morl h • o~ ol _no "'m_
IN'ougIl "" O*"l .,..

!lwl ..,..,.,....- _OJ'S "" """Dh'" ol_ blOct:tnan and•••...- _ oondi
_ ol a second ctooo ...........1Iy W""ln
~_.

11* ... CUU'A
, .... mcoo C1J4)D """",orne 1IIft(>Iy ..........
INJI _ jleDple DIWOyI b INJI
...., ....~ lor aII 1tlOl
"...., ..-. In IIIQl1 mcoo COlt><> 10 loM
phfosel..--Ihol_~__
lor oM _ *'DtlQ$ 1hOI _ "Pe<_
M _ cannDl IW\(t a IDO - _ ~
~ , __ earn enough
........... to tIuy IoocIIor ... _Iy _ _
I:>Iotne __ In --V r>ordsllop _
wn.. _ _ , t>ecou.. ol PSYCho
logical 0ClPf_ .oome 10 beI_1hoI
_ l'>O,dItllp .. 01 a 'ew/! ol 0Uf own
ml$lOk..: II iI OUt own 10..11

Th.. seH..t>Iome.....11. "am "" hil!OtY ol
OU, opptesoion whic h leo....... willi _
im pt....on lhal ... or' Incopo~ ol d0
ing anyth ing

The ..intor.,.."..,. ol . 'ereolyplng bY lhe
' .....1 mok....1 beI_1hol w. or. IDly;
we a 'e rI..pI<;l ; .. ara Ignoronl: a nd
beco w. lh lnk ItIoI w. a re a ll IheIe
things bwl_ Ihol w. Of. 01 to..n,

SUSl'leIOtf, MlSTRVS'I A"'O flAl
W" h ln !he OPP'"",,, and e . plailed
people _ lind 1hOI Itoet. OEVHOI'S A
CONOOION AlSO WHfIlE WE 8(Gl!II TO
5USPfCT ONE ANO'ItUI 8ec:oo_ 01 0Uf

Ieet"'ll ol .nletl()rily and lno<2eQouDCy
a nd 00..- ....-bloIne _ t:oegln 10 lOOk Dl
__"""" a deOr_ ol WIPiCiOn,
m lltoUSl a nd leaf

ene_ ...,._to_latto ..... 10*""'"_ .... tlIoa cammunoIy II nddI
ed ....., _ k""" ol alI_ In e-v
~ In SouIfl ""11;0 Il'>ete ..~ .....
lor., killlngl. and fOP'" wIloCfl_1rom
_ a~~ .... ""'" I;>Iock peo ~.. nowe
1OwDt0l_ or_

Noof ()iNy II lOCo-

IIOnI 1IWmMl..1. llul DIIO and
o...-gof am.....1 »-COIled niC
g'ouPl"Ol \I_n, Coloured, Z..I..,
)[l'1ooO. ,..,., _ l

Suspocoon. m_ and leaf goooem c...
,..........-.-_ oe- people And mosf
ol c...- leaf teIIeC:fI _ in 0Uf ......,. 10
become ' poIIliColly •••ol ..d ·, W. also
_ a 0'.... "'" ol palM;:emen andw".... who or. In POI'IOON ol conftOl

1looeo<J.. ol ,.... lea' w....""". Ondlhe
"ulltOl,ono _ • • per....c. w. leno to
Iosh OU! aI 00..- own people. Ille innocent
onet wIlD Ofe norO< 'acfl, '"POI"Iit>le tor
Ihe • • p IDlIDIlon ana OP p<...lon we . ..,.
fe', I lO y , Indl,ecll" beOOuoe 7O'Jlo oI t1l.
opp,tlWon w....lIer ' ....n. " am 0 ..,
occeplDnc:e ol lhol oppression,

" ' e OpP....Of Ca nnOl ...cc..., .. II,
oppr the people ...._ the people
ll>emsel or. a llowing Itlemsel"" 10
tlelOOPP'_'~'lnlhe"'b
0DnIC1OUI ,e<:, ol ",. bIocl<mon'.
mlnd II the _'''0 Ihol lie iI nor respon
SIble lor "" ........"0 lui oecouse he
cannol onM;:Ulole h.. lae41nQl. lie ,eacts
C>Qgt......' IO ""~~~ ..."
_ ~1I1o tle ""~.

11* 0lYIDlI &I\ID IUU SfNOIOMlw._ diM: died '- tulor'lg CIoa
"'...... .J__ol hoIlotyol
a people _ tI _ toltllllQO'ed

IlDYw>g done ""'" tI _ ......_, tIS

P ....'01...,.10.' And_Mcannot
do bt .... CDl'IIInt.a .... ol -.ce
alone T!>etelor• . tI _ 10 _

_ the DIO'P' II J and~
jleDpIe a cao""-> whef..... oppress.
ed will ","o",.o.n "'- O*"l D(>pl. 'Ot\

,,,... II ,"Cou'oge. a POl'CY a na
oonpIet '''',iI a PfOO'O/I'Io'l'Ie INJI WII keep
"'"oppr_ pee plM a"" .,.., in Oi'aet
1hOI "'" n'\Of ....C.... 0'_ conlrOl
0'0'tH "" .uled _ In . ftec:I,
-.. It _ "'" ......." "'"
_llIcl w'-"", "PfeueclIlUIl"
""'"'.."'.. In __ 10 ............. ""
_ 1M conbol.

Agaln.IIII'" th• .,. m ln lml.. "" contllct
within the ",Ung " '011 In...-de< 10 mo"l·
ml......It. within Ih. ruI''''i! c lo...

TI\uIIhe relanonshlp beI. _ n Ihe Y<>tIous
linou.lllc grouP' wllllin while SOC~1y

Iengiish. o+tOoanetll. por1'ugt.IeIe, 1I01i0n• .
elCl It ""weloc:>ed 10 a <2eO'''' wl>ere
_ . I. lillie con"~

On "" _ _ .... ,.Iobor OIIIif.l _
_ VOt_ _'ied _ QtOI4>I
.....,... "" -. communily [lI'IdIOno,

..."". • 1\000$.~... 00l0u<-. elCl iI
"" 0(>••2 ... liUCfI a woy1hOl 1t>ey or.
cao '", d.._ andIt.-_do ...,.
act 01 a oor--.-. ..nlled Ioree

DISCOVt:1Y Of 11* MIJ':
A UNIAllMO l'IOClSS
, .... P""""o """"_ mogno__...-.g II>aI 1_'Ocon be
_ -... "'cao>a~iOlol __
peOC)le . !IloI • ....,. 1lnClIy"""

&aeoo__ pa<ple pe<ee- ...
....- 01 __ a.scuaea at>ooe.
"'" _ ""p e:tl !of ... . ond ol
CU<. __~O "'ol"'op-
p<_ and ........1<>1,,,. 00""" '0" In--
" it 000"'"' IIWI tlOCkO'OUfIa (and DIIO
"" QtIO/ySIl 0II1he _IOIW(;. _ and
pofrflCOl au-- In SouIn ,0" 01" 0 ) IhoI
_ pI>olotD(>l>, olllloce CoNc:IOUSf\esl

~~"

&laC' CoNc: .... ' ezlOi.1he
eq<lllltltium In a soc...., _ . the haves
are wM . peopI. ond the ha--..ol. o ,e
block people . 'hl1 mea", lIloI wM .
SOCiely Illh. probl.m. a nd '''''''e il no
_ lor blac~ peopl. 10 . .. lIer any ~ ind

or cample. lot til. woes lhol lace tltem

Wi'll'" SOClely by .1'..... ol III '01. in
creallng ...c h on ..nequol lOCI'" 1$
gtJll ly ol "" p<obIem. w....lIer

And t'ecao ... _ """"' tICl DutIel_ ol _
menIOl oe<vtl'ude 1hOI I'IOl bound UI tor
over _ """""'ed--. • oecooI" our
<2uIy01 DIDCI<lIoIotOi 0Uf own lteedOm

In _ c.-curl .......... 1!IC calli ..,_--:~~
_morllO _ "'"'""" 01 -..-Ied
and""" 01 ""'"oed bt In order 10
do .... _ PeDple_cIoM .........
II\tOSIl QUI__n, and ... organ_
11'.1 _ _ a wov II\Ol w...., con
otand UDIor ,ec : ."1 011 _ hghlIuI-
Iy_IOIIo_.

TI>oA _ ~ I I tJ'e co • o()II plOy 0 PQI1 in
.... prOOlOFI.I.. 1tIe_IIloDI_peo.
pie con do illo .on an-.gol_ own
lundand ........... _peo:!pIe__
Wl"DtlQ$ IIlCIl w...., or. cao,. ......ng and
prepar. _ 10 aciCeiJllhDl "" _
Pe<I(>Ie __til'" an Azor'Man tIOIoon.

1n...s....m~CDI....I Io..-....
qu"'''''' " who a m r' ol neceSll1y
aernonoolhDl 'I'OU asli wtlelhet you or.
block 0< wn"'7

" 'I'OU an._ lhal 'I'OU a re black ""'"
Ih"... lillie oI...noIl". Dul IOernbroc,
_ phl/Olopny ol 8C o . , ou, g .. ia ing
lig ht In ' ''''' _ , cn lor 1ol01 l iberOlion.

CO"'CLUSlON
Ps,c hOlogICQI Ilbe,Ollon and ph,s<co l
IiberOllon go hand In hand. WithOulthe
ocn loerI! DI the Iotmef _ oonnot!lll
oun.l DI _ Cl'>Oln. Ihol bind ...
_"""10011" pal 1l1CD11y a nclSOClol1y

ONI H OPU
ONI AZANIA
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One d ay a yo ung gil l by Ihe nome
01 No ngqause come running 10 lell
he r fa!her, Mh lakazo, Ihal same
slrange people hod a ppeored on
a boot neor her home. She had
been atra id of Ihem, bec a u.e they
we re Ilghl,comple . ioned , and
though Ihey spoke in her own
(Xhosa) longue, she hod never seen
suc h people betore. But they hod
signa lled to her and addressed her
in a lriend ly wa y.

Mhlako l a hastened wIth Nongq u
ase to see what manner at men
these were. On arriving a t the spot,
he could not 01first see anyone, but
No ng q uo se p o l n le d out t he ir
shadows among e e to ll reeds. The
slfa nge.. did not reveal their id en·
tities a nd, wh ile still concealing
themselves, reassu red Mhla"aza
tOOl they c ome as his Irleoo and the
Ifiend ot his people. They ood heard
at Ihe sultering of lhe " Xhosa"
people and pilied their dutressed
condllion. Then with on ercecreie
Iy enlgmalic err Ihey laid Mh lakazo
tha i they knew 01a way 10 restore
peace and bring happiness and
abund ance bock to his people
Atter reassuring Mhlakaza met Ihey
had come Irom across Ihe wa ter in
their ecrnest desire to he lp the
maXhosa, the strangers e ns
a ppeared os mysteriOUs ly as they
hod come

Now Mahlakazo. who wa s a seer,
was greatly moved at wha t the
strangers had commaooed him to
do, a nd he a nd Nongquase went
and told the peopJe all that lhey hod
heard, They bode them peepcre for
the day at liberation, the "Greet Day
at lhe t eed". They propt1esied the
resurrection at men and come. and
the till ing at the tields with ripe corn
where no man hod SOWed. The
heavens lhemselves would he rald
the d<:Jv,on 01 that day ot liberation, lor
the sun woold descend, not 10 the
west, but to the east; there would be
darknessand lhunder 000 lightn ing
and a mighly w hirlw ind would
sweep the whitema n down into the
sea togeth9f w ith a ll those who did
not believe the Pfophecy,

Before me.a m iracles would come
to pass, however, the people were
commanded to slaugh/er all their
cattle, casl a way a ll their g rain,
leave lheir com,pits empty a nd their
t,elds unfilled

Many among the " Ngq i"a", " Gc a
reke'' a nd " Themb u" tr ibes believ.
ed th is p rapl1ecy, b UImany refused
to believe , " The COllie are the race,
they being dead , the race dies"
said a " Themb u" chlel ,and refused
to slaughler his ccme. On the other
hand Suthu, the tirst wo ma n among
the " Ng q ika" to become ctmsttcn
ized, urged the fu lfilling at this
monstrous deed. A tide 01 laooliCism

Editorial
swept across the country and ch ief
wa s d ivid ed ag ainst chiet, brother
against brother, parents against
their childre n , famine and
fratriC ida l strite delivered the Bloc k
people Into Ihe hands at their
common enemy, Ma ny Ihousonds
01 Black people perished

The story at Nong q uo se i. one Ihat
has been handed to us from
generation togeneration, We know
that whi te histo<ians have done their
utmosl to obscure Ihe identity of the
stra nge men w ho reve a le d
themselves to No n"lq uose, but the
c onsensus 01 opin ion amongsl cue
e lders is that these strange men
were none other than the mis_
stcncnes who hod ta mil lo rised
themselves with every cspect at the
Block people 's CUlture. trad itio ns
and la ngua ge and who acted as
the eye. a nd ears 0 1 Ihe enemy in
the ron". at the dispossessed. II Is
apporent that the behaviour at the
people durln"l this Nol iona l Su ic ide
was directly due to the teach ings of
these miss ionaries,

BANNED
Fr;Jnk Talk Volume 1 Number 2
& 3 and Number 4 have been
banned for distribution in terms
of Government Notice 2562
of 16 November t984 as their
contents are " prejudicial to t he
salety ol t he state, the general
welfare or the peace and good
order,"

The Editor ial Co llec tive is
appealing against the banning.

It wa s Ihe missionarie~ who hom,
mered home the blessin"l~ 01 laith
and me lale of how lhe ancient
Israel ilies were b y a series 01
miracles delivered from bonda"le
and PfQmised kmd flowing with milk
a nd honey. The Ne tio na l Suic ide
wa s on indication 01 the psycho
logical oppreSSion of the Aza nia n
people. And it solved Sir Geor"le
Grey's problems 01a single stroke 
his labour bureaus were overflow ing
to such o n extent that I nf lu ~ control
had to be inlroduced. he hod free
rein to e. pooo white control beyond
Ihe Cope Colony and missionaries
could be despatched to hilherto ul'\
touched areas ·0 ' the advanc e
guard at the imperialist "larrlsons,

The reason that we reccnmu Ilaglc
c hapler 01Aza nia n history isthot the
Azania n people are coce ogain en·
don"lered by the acts 01 loiter day
missionaries who a re a ltempl lng to
toist their stra tegies onto the neerc
l ion movement.

J

We call on ttie Azanian people 10
resi., the monolith of raC ism and
capitalism, to aetena their lives,
the ir di"ln lty and the ir herilage and
to advonce the IiberOlion strO"lg le
to qoolilatively "lreorer heights.

Delegate s to the Filth Annua l
Congress 01 the AZANIAN PEOPLE'S
ORGANIZAnON bear on a wesome
responSibility they are c al led opon
to g ive Pfap&r d irection and leader
ship when the g lultollOuS hyena
pock whiCh holds our country in
thraldom and lis og enls, the loner
day missionaries and the ir failhfol
minion. omon"lsl our ro nks, a re
doing their u tmOSI 10 oeuect the
Block working cress from l eac hing
the ccct at on anl i-raclsl, soc ia list
Azania by dissipating lhe energ ies
of Azonians in useless end ea vours

Delegotes have to look sagely a t the
otten usee .troteg i e~ 01 boycolls
and slayaways a nd ask: " HOW
CHEAP IS BLACK LIFE?" They have to
determine to wha t e.tent the~e

slroregies are in concord with the
rea l interests of the Block working
cla~s

We rea lize tha I il is the bounden
dotyot AZAPO to i n~til courage, tern
tude and mspfrctton 10 me mosses
at our people. We mu.tbe a .ource
of comtort and hope during the lon"l
hours of misery and loneliness, We
must open up new hO<izon~ to a
better Iile in Azanic .

The VItal p ulse of th iS Cong ress is
notion·b uildlng towcrcs soctcusm.
We have Includ ed a poper In th is
issue of Frank Talk by Dr Herbert
Ushewok unze whic h ill ustra tes some
01 the pitlalls tha I can beset the
liberation movement. They key to
viclolY - Il lac k Solidarity und er the
active leadership of the Black
wOrf<ers _ is onderscored in a poper
by Mini. ter teou forrokhon.

We have inc luded a poper o n Ihe
meaning olthe word Azonia. Those
wh o p lay silly name--games have to
be wa rned tha i Azo nia does nOI
have a mere "leo"lraphlcal and
histor ical SI gnificance, II is on
e. p ressio n and embod iment of the
va lues and idea ls of tti e soc iety we
envisage and a re strug g ling for. It
dellnes the character and owner
ship of the land, Those who align
lt1em.e lve~ with the nome 'Sooth
Arric a ' ali"ln the mselves wil h Ihe
viciousness, la nd -robbery, super
e.ploitation and naked terrOrism
unleashed by lhe white seme.. on us
ever since the ir arri1/(l1on our shores

Together we loll , together we strive
for ONE PEOPLE in ONE AZANIA. ONE
NATION

ONE PEOPLE ONE AlANt..
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release. 10 dole Mozambiq ue has
to iled 10 give 0 soIii/oclory expklne
lion about Their wherea boUts nor
has she otIered lO.hOWwhere th_
comrcdes a ,e buried il Th ey a,e
dead. The Azanian people demand
an explanation hom Mo, ambique,

On 13 Ma rch 1984 the Commander.
in-Chie f 01 the Moromtac on a,my,
Gene,al seeeenee Mabole, was
reported by a F,e ...ch newspape, os
having SOid lhof fhe ANC, un like
guerilla. in the 10rmer Rhode. la.
was wag ing 0 tlg hl tor " c iVIC rights
a ...d not a struggle lor na rional
libe' o tlon, bcause South AIOica is a
sove,eign republiC recogni sed by
II\e Uniled Nalions" ,

II i. vel)' d,.turbing to II\e d ,spossess.
ed when Mt Jooqulm ceeseee.
Moromb ique 's M lnlsler of Fore ign
Affa irs, counsels that lhe ANC muSl
occep l the prlncipl", 01 " peocelu l
negotialiOns i... South A!rico" . It is nat
ee diSPOSlelS8d in Az<:l'lia who
have InSlituliona lil$d viOlenee a nd
it conno1 be they who beor Ihe O"'ul
01 peocelul change.

M oza m b iq ue's lea d ersh ip has
shown d llrTlOl ignorance borde, ing
on Ire<)chel)'. They have shOWn ccr
OMOI arrogal'lCe tn tl)'i rog to dictate
to Ihe oppressed masses in A.lania .
Mozambiq ue I\88ds 10 learn ro
respecl the Aro ...to ... people,

DAVID MVOYO
london,United KI...gdom.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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• I tou ...d the a,hcle " Arl apple a
day koop. Morril l. away" (Fronk
Talk Volume 1 Numbe, 2 &; 3 at page
12) a lor more accurate response 10
Nkomoti !ha... the position lIoremenl
adopTed by the Notiona l Forum (op
c,1page 11).

It musr be honeslly acknowledged
that Mozamb ique praclsed secto"
,anism in '890rd 10 lhe Aronian
Iiberalio... movement•. At several
conterel'lCes, Moromb~ue display·
ed a hostile attitude towards the Pan
Afrlca nist Cong'elS of A.la...tc (PAC)
and .taged wolk-outs or cbseetec
herse ll whenever the PAC wa .
present

Your ( d iloriol Collective h il. the no,1
on the head when il point. to the
i,ony at the Situallon when 81ack
Con5Ciou.l'\8ss leadeli served""g
prison Termson Ilobbe... 1.lo...d aile'
celebfOling f IlEUMO'Svictory (Fronk
ralk Volume 1 Numbers 2 &; 3 page
2). Whe... scores 01young Aronians
poured inlO Moza mbiq ue in 1977,
They were pressu,l zed into jOining
The Alric an Nalionol Cong,ess 01
Soultl Afric a (ANC). 11 they i....isted
tha t they belonged 10 the Block
COnlciou.nen Moveme nt. they
were detained ond laid that they
would be 'eturned to SouTh eruee.
Furthermore PAC guerillaS toughl
against the Portuguese in 1968,
Some of Ihese guerillas were
detained by "'e Portuguese colo
n ia l gove,nment, Ar lhe ind e·
pendence 01 Mozam b,q ue repre·
senlalions were mOde lOt the ir

rem",ked tllal i f re.e"'e. Ille rigll! 10
comment 00 t ile .Iralef/ie. ofbanned
orga" izalion. and Ille CIN, wOrdi"f/
of file commission reporf we. in " 0
wa~ meant to b,Hiflle any /Jberlllio"
movemeM
Th.. felle' has been shor tened. - Ee)

NF. NKOMAn
• I... ,he Nalio...a l ~Ofum (July 1984)
il is I la led: " rt>6oIe f'ca lly, the PAC
is commilled to 0 people's war
Pracfically. the div isiOJ'l$ with i... PAC
have preveoled il Irom becomi...g a
sig ...tnee ...t milital)' lOtce . , ," (page
13) I Imd Th il comme...' qu,te
d isporogi...g: il is evide l'lCe that you
do noT opprec iaTe whal the POri
Alrocarl iSl Corlgress 01 Azorl ia has
tccee from ,m p eria li sm o ...d
hegemOfHC interests, cellO,n sto tes
inshga ted by social imperia lism
have Ir ied to l o bota ge PAC
allempTs in eve,y possib le way,
These are the very sla les wh ich are
now being la,ced 10 $Ig ... ·...0 ...
oggress>Ofl pacts' 110m a POSition 01
weak...e lS o ...d uller humiliahon.

In the same report yOU say: " (PAC
has) been kicked out Of ZOmbiO,
Swazila nd and Lesolho allegedly
beCo\118 they have inlerlered in
mle~nal polihcol enens.:' IlbJd) Th,s
's noosense: The "uTh is "'at these
lrontlil'\8 stotes helped in prevenh...g
Ihe PAC " om h,",ng at The Soars, Irl
lact. it would appear thai as tor as
the PAC woo co...cern(ld, Moc hel
had long Signed a secret poet wil h
the Boers, The AHe has alSO suffered
the same taTe as the PAC in all these
coun"ies- are you 1Ugg&lling thai
1118 ANC inlertered In theu imernal
affairs?

At presenl lhe Unired Democrahc
fronTN DF) is be i...g pampered w,th
monies and awards and the NfC
and AZAPO are being deliberolely
p layed down, Ih iS is an imperia lisl
conspi rac y. AlAPO and the NFC
m u, ' not ki ll into "'e Irop and "y to
'mprove thelf POSit ion by denio
rohng ee PAC, The Boers and lhe
im perialiST media have done
eilough at thot.lmperlahsm sup ports
the Klipklwn Charter because it
com ptomi laS the kind quesliOn and
Atrica ... mojo,,1V rule in Aronia.

ZANU was treated exoclly like the
PAC by mo!>! Ironlline SlaTes. Wil l'\8SS
the " super ,revolullonary" Moc he l
who asked tor the de,recognilion at
'he PAC by lhe OAU o. he ocnces
a ...d dines with lhe Boers

Ihe PAC il bon...ed in Aro ...re. Those
who a re nol bon...ee . hoold be
c oretul 10 ptovide acc urate inTor'
moTian To lhe A.lanian pubi iC.

MARK HT$HOHA
Lusoka , Za mbia .

(Til e arlic le re ferred to i. a
commluio" ,eport al I ll e N~ Sum,
mil, a"d was "ever printed as a view·
po i", 01 AZAPO "Of did It ever appear
in Fran~ T"/~. Wllile rhe comment.
m" de are appreciafed, me N~C II• •



RESIST, DEFEND
ADVANCE

As Ihe rac ists prepare 10 celebrote
the ir commercial holiday and
again desecrate a lilhol is holy, as
the imperia lists hypocrit ically b leat
"Peace on earth, goodwililawards
men" while prepar ing 10< genocide.
as Ihe while scree Clous gloals "Ho.
llo . nc'' wearing 0 uniform dripping
with the blood of ttle oppressed and
Ihe e~ ploiled the world over, the
AZANIAN PEOPln ORGANISATION.
imb ued w l1h Ihe spirit and the forti·
lude of the Block working clan.
brings you revoluncncry g reetings.

The system of racism and capital ism
has launched (] ccncened crtcce
on the libera tion movement. The
predlcllons mode at Ihe No tional
Fo rum SlJmrni! on 22 April 1984 ere
g raphically fu llilling them selves.

The 22 May 1984 so w a significant
serve being flfed ogoins! Ihe Block
couse in Azania: In a countrywide
raid pertormed with rntutcnv prect
$IOn, the homes and emcee ot
cadres 01 AZAPQ were searched
and documents and equipment
were seized. The a im or me opere
tion wos c lear: to cripple the Move
ment and to lhwart AZAPO's anti·
election ettcrt. Need less to soy. lhe
system reckcnec wilt10lJt lt1e gallon.
Iry 01 lt1e d ispossessed and ou, otlen
repealed messoge Tha t Blo ck cce
sctousoess is the properly or The
Bloc k mo....s and can neve' be
ercc nectec by bannings. pre-down
ra ids , d etentrons wiThout trio lo' out
and out murder or cod,es ot lhe
Movemenl ,

UHIIU'
The a pparenl peace and uneasy
calm 01 South Africa was shattered
by Block worker·student solid arlly In
AtTeridgevll le, Ma melodi, Temblsa ,
Soshanguve, Kwazakhele, New
Brighlon. Uitenhao;je . Groo tl.Reinet.
Cra dock, Ka tlehong . Oaveyton,
Lamontville, Tumahole , Thabono;je ,
Queenstown, Wa 'mbolt1s, vosrcoeus.
Nigel, Pietersburg . Poa,I, Md ant
sane and SoweTo, Immedialely pncr
to The outbreak Of slayaways and
alhe r lensions In Soweto, M,s Elise
Botha rema rked: " II' s wonderfUl.
everyone isso friendly and smilino;j
Soweto Is really a happy p la ce."
(B Augu st 1984).

In The woke ot the vicTory 01 the
Block people in the overwhelming
boycott ot the elections tor the
"Tricomerol ParliamenT" , anoThe r
morta l blow wa s delivered to cot
labo,atlon and co-option st,ategles
when the Vool T' iono;jle townships 01
Sebokeng, Sha,pevllle, Eva Ton,
Zamde la , Bophelono;j and acec-

TOno;j exploded. The announcement
of a R5,90rent inc,ease by !he Lekoo
Town CounCi l was the spark that
Ignited the flame (5 Augu st 1984).
The Lekoo Town Council further
issued a w, illen directive to ministers
forb idd ing Civic meetings In church
ha lls. In a prophetic te tter. the
m inisTers u,ged the Lekoo Town
Council "10 repent and desist from
this wanTon order and system Tha I
b,eeds houec. Injust ice and
violence and to be scvee.'

The people of Sharpeville ,esolved
to demonstroTe o galnst the In·
crecses by stay ing away from
school and work on 3 sectemeer
1984. Communily couocnrcrs were
ca lled upon to resign. A councillor,
Caesar Motjeone, opened lire on 0
demonstralo' and Tronstormed a
peocetul march Into a violent con
frontatlon and rampage. The
houses. sncps and property of com
mun ily counCillors (,elerred 10 as
" lhe !fuilsof their eenoberonce WIth
the sysTem" )were destroyed and lt1e
councillors themse lves e liminated,

The anger Of the people knew no
bounds The teeotmeencn of The
monol iTh Of ra cism a nd capitalism
as the enemy wa s engendered by
the st1ado""Y deals and acquisil ions
whiCh we,e The lilock-in-trode 01The
(laTeJcommunily councillors os well
as corruption ossoctcted with The
lhe sale oT houseli . Hence the
Mahlalsl b,olhers' (Paul, Essou and
Moiti) three iiq uo , outlets and a
million rand bokery were obvious
targels,

Reve,end Tebega Moselone, the
Chairpe rson 01 lt1e Va al AnTI·Rent
Committee and a tcuncer member
01 AZAI'O (being the 1979 Vice
Chai rpe,son 01 The Sowelo Branch of
AZAI'OJ. who Isnow detained unde,
SecTion 29 01 the Internal Securily
Act. ho d his home In Sho,peville
tired on by " unknown" elements.
Com rade DaVid Makg a g u, a
mem ber oTlt1e Tembi5Q Branch ct
AZAI'O, went lh,ough the some
experience

PALMIU
The violence in the o;jhelloes is In·
gra ined as a wayolllfe by the state
through di,ecT provocation 0' a
toTal cerencncn of ,espansibllily. As
In 1976, many Bloc k peop le ha ve
gone missing wilhout eece. o pere
lion Palmiel saw lt1e enfire township
or Sebakeno;j being cordoned off
and every single house In the
To wnship b e ing secrcnee. The
soldiers' bodo;jes with "Trusl us" and
the pamphleTs which read " We ere
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he,e 10 promole normal soelolliTe,
sere travel, a healthy communily,
conl inued education, d elivery ot
food and sTabilily" have p'oduced
on overwhelm ing sen"" 01 being
cowed down by the rulersamong st
The re sid ents or Temb isa and
Sebol<eng.

The miliTa,y operat ions in Tembisa
and Sebokeng a re unp reced enled
during "pe-ace-time". The only
paralle ls ore wi th Nazi Germany
and fascist Ita ly. In the 1980's, we
have seen simila r ra idsonly in lsrcet
and Norlhern Ireland, ccuntnes
whic h a,e at c ivil wa '-

The teet that mosl ot mose arrested
during Ope,ation Palmiet were
arrested under m igration and Inllux
cont,o l lo WS ca n hardly lilr lke any
oppressed person as surprising: our
every step is dogged by such
penury and persecul ion , The
specia l courts which were set up 10
try the accused per sons in sousa ge
machine fastlion underlineSthe bcr
bo,lsm of The sell ier reg ime. Strong·
arm tocncs a re meont simply to buy
time for a regime in c riSiS

ATTention musl be b rought 10 the
position of Oupo Hlomuka . the
Cha irperson ot The Sebol<eng Brach
of AZAPO. cemrcee Hlomuka wa s
detained under Section 28 Of the In·
terna l Securily Ac t, released and
Oo;join detained und er seCTion 29 ot
the same Act , Aller the stole with·
drew charges 01 pu b lic vio lence
againsl Comrade Hlomuka, he wa s
charged with the murder Of a cern
munily cecncmer and is presently
owoil ing trial.

THEME
Th' rightful anger of lhe AJan lan
rna.... and the rich I_n. 10 be
gleaned from each encounter with
the .,.tem Inlorm the AZAPO
theme for 1985: " 1I..lIt, oef~d,

Advance " .

Ou r history Is one ot continuous
resmcnce . Ills the height ot tolly To
believe that The mass action 01
Block pe-ople is due to the work at
a gltolors and intimid ators, Gran·
diose and much·f1aunle<! "rerorm"'
and "chonge Tor the better" hasen
Iy excceroctec fhe soe~1 degrada·
tion. economic exploitaTion and
diSPOssession OmOnglit the mosses
01 Azanlan worke,s, No one knows
obout unemployment. poor nc us
lng , ctrocrous lransport faci lities,
gutter ed uca tion. abominable
health facil itieli one Inlo lera bl e
working cond itions better thon the
Block working cress. Th is e xplosive·



Iy crimonal si tuat,on Med1 no IUi e :
it tUliei nsen.
ot necess<ty, ttle Blaek worlting c lolili
ii in ° pa,petuol berne to defend
ilSell. II ii 0 c rim '" IQf o nyone who is
being bfuto li l &d to continue to
accept thot bfutollty . And ....'" l'\ave
been bNtohl1td "'- ..nee the wh'''''
Iellle< landed on the1ft shewel. ....av·
ing the B,ble In one hQnd and the
" intlOCk in the 0/tM'H. The senlef'l coo
lonue to rop"'. dehumonile and e.·
p lail the Block people f or BlOCk
people. _1IrUQOIe II po,nlully reol
Ond OIl·peNooong

II is in the knowledge rhot e ......ry
Bloek life ii I reoJed c heclp ly by _
rul ' ''O clcu Oncl ...... living and VOO<Ic .
'''0 cond,bonI at Block PfIOPItt 0<'"
deSign.ed to _ Ihe Q8flOCIdol .....
Ienbonl ol the """'" IhoI _ pay
" 'bule 10 COnwodel fenle Tinume
(Iorme. Sec relary 0 1 Ihe PO.I
Ehrobeltl Bronch ol A2APO. *"'0
doed in mysleriQul c oreumllOnCelL
P_ NoIClOO (eleCled ChaIrperson
ol _ un.........ty ol Ourbon-WeIl'¥,lle
BrOnch 01 Ihe AlAMAN STUOE NT
MOVEMENT I'wQ doy1 betor'" hll
GeOlhL Andnes l onoo, Samm y
McrIotzO' (members 01 !he Sowe1o
Ilrcrncl'l of AlAPOL Gugulehu MIano
(~ by poliCe du"'>g .......eII HI
~L 1'Mmtl ..... MapoIoIa
(memberollhe~Ilroncn
01 AlAPOL and Reuben MoseneIl'I
tmembetol_~IlleIroncn
'" AWOl

We 0 110 liCfIute Comrodes M u n",
Myero lAZAPQ's Publcrty SecretorY!
o nd HarOUfl PoIeI~ 01
!he l 8l'lQSl(J Bronch 01 A2APOl. *"'0
a e dekJHTecl UI"I08f Sl'IelIori 28 Q/ The
Inlem<Jl 5eo,onfy Act Ond The ............
AlASM comrodel delQlr>ed under
Sed'Ofl 29.ornor>gsI Them COrnrode
Thclm , Mcerwo (SecofldQry SCl'lOoli

Vlce·P,eSi"""l o l AZASM and head
or the Tro n1vo o l In' ",r High School
Co-ordlflQtlng Committee d u ring
the onti-elee"on compo'gn).

The od'IQI'ICing or the libera tion
SlTuggle is Ihe mo st im portan t
ospect 01 our th",me . For tor too
Ioflg. Oll mon""" 01poll ticor oppor·
tun lSl$ onc! odventu. ists hove be-en
o llQwed to c reep aul 01 the wood·
work Ond pose 01 "oe " leode,,"',
fIl,s"eoc'-oln "leoder-sh ,p" works
hcIr'1Cl in g lav", ....'Ih the oppt9S1Of1
Ond is l\ell-benl Ofl 18Cun"O paso
I IQl'l5 in II'Ie l 'berollOfl mo.en .....,1 in
orOl'lr to si dle the developlneI 01
o u1tlerlhC 8Iock worker leoaersh,p
The Block VOO<Icef1 m u1l be e ""em.,..
Iy ",g'lonl QgOmsI such retormiS!
and •• visoon'" bucco,-,s. They
r.veaI 1hemM4...... on I'wQ lo!ihiOflS:
I'IOM *"'0 have no kno"le¥ cr c e
01 . evoIuboflory ideology butl!'Wu1l
Them_,," Ior'Iford ond !hose *"'0
Or. cOlPQble (11 1poubng pcrssoges
01 •....oIuI1OflOfV or sc""",obc VOO<Ics
by heQrI but *"'0 por1>C.pote ,n no
revolullOflO'Y aellv'ly whaT1oevef .

It m~1 be emphaSIzed 1tlCf1 it
IOl '.ebOOV IfI.Idoe1 a 101 but doeI nor
go omong.1 III. mosses, hl1
k"'OW\edge .emains !iI<er'Ie, he ' e
~ 0 fOCOflleur """0 _ nor ...1Ie
o 1lng!e __ I...... 0 1If>gle new
POoe 1Iv~ h.. hie We must
IeOrfl "am Ihe moues ond Ie<JCh
IIIem 'N!ICTI _ """" Ieornl. We must
opoIy 0..- kl'\(M!edO& 10productive
_ . CQr'r<tC1 QUf m lStoke-s and
make QUf COO"'IKlo'l more prolound

n m .... 1........_ be emp/'KJllzed IhoI
ael 'v,,", olone 11 nol enoug ll.
W,TIIouI 0 ' evoIutoonCIry i<SeoIor;;Jy,
prOCllC. retnOlns blInd Ond '. 010I>
Iy mlld"~ 1n1aCl. such praebc&
.. 0 prom...... Iorce wlllCh is emily
Ifon1lofmed Iflla lIluggery.

IOYCOTTS
Our e. parience of the stra tegy 01
boycom o nd stOYOlNQys shOw1 thol
II is 0 ....eoPQn ....h ic h mollY odven
tur iStl coil on the Blo ck WQlkers ond
sluden" to use at the drop at a hOI
We a re 01 The opin IOn thot boyc:o lls
ond !iloy<lWQyl1I\ould nol be used
.... i l hout the close sl p o n 'ble
e .omir'lClt oon ol The male<iol c ood,·
l iON inc:lud lflg II'Ie resources of Ihe
people. 11I01 l,m,"O at Ihe aellOfl, 0
IIIorOUg!l 0118"""""'" 01 1hofI. ond
Iong-....m 0001$ ond. mosl Im por.
IQnlly. QIIer COf\$UllQlion ....i th The
community. The o,m ollhe aellOfl
musl 01 eocIT lime be d eclIly 0<11.
c u loled - Ii it 0 IIIe-QnO-OeQIII
demand, 0 demand f'I"lO()e 10 1m
ptowe condlbonl Of IJmpIy 0 sym
boliC demand

The $yI18m's IOChC hoi been 0f'Id ""I
.. 10erogoge'" orgal o«llliQIlt 01 ...
BIocI< people In ...__ polrIICI ol
reocllOfl, The IyII<lH'n CICts ond _
.eoot. Whole II III " 1haI ..........., ........
IhaI _ 101<01 up , TIIef II II hiQl't
.enb, commun<ly councrl e l l CliQIi1.
eJOl'twfo ~ bus lore&._~. In.
1Iu. COflIrol Of de""" ,11Ol1 wtII'IOuI lrOOl
odds 10 QUf e.per..- In mens
aet>Of'I. 11 11 0110 ...... thal li eoch 01
!IleIe boII1eI iii nor d " ee:nv _ ed 10... overo' SfnIQgIe lor, lOl>QllOl ....
deterrnonc:JhoI eocIT one iii CIOOoT4d
10 be dellecled Iflto e::tw:rro;'Iels (II
d11Q1Tef.

In orOOl< 10~ ...."., souor.
k,iome"e 01 plundered 1011, it ..
o .1Qffl(T!IC IhoI _ m ust ""~ OU'
QWfl bo!TIeI or'lCl _ fl'lUII d oc:tole
terms or'lCl ...... poe. 01 • .......,11. I .....
...i ll mork Ih . IIn. '1 POU'bl.
odwJnce '" the ."uggIe

CONTINUED ON PAGE'
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By George Wauchope

Azania = Land of the
Black People

The,e a llen 8 . ",1$ on unoe crorec
stole ot wa r among pecpre involv_
e d in the struggle fo r l iberation as
between reese who support ond
Ihose whOor.. against the use of the
nome Azania as an alternati ve
nome lor a hbe,aled South Alricc
ThIS IS because/he ceecie concerns
much mo,e than a name: il involve.
everylhing thaI we are f'ght .....g fo<;
if COnCern. the ve ry naTure at the
sOCie ty we .....k 10 build .

Ihose who oppose jne use of the
nome " Azanio " oMen argue !ha t il·
means " the land of Ina slaves" , This
050 ccenccncnon in lerms, for sloves
or.. by de1in,lion people who or..
owned: lt1ey CO"" hardly own a !h lng,
let along lo nd . In any e venl. Thi S
tenuous log,e would oppose /he use
01 the WOld "ceoietcnct" because"
datIves 'rom Ihe paras,te of Anc,ent
Greece who lived aTthe ..xpense of
sla ve loOCiety. ITwould 01$0 oppose
ee nome "Cuba" wh ic h recently
re lerred to a 'Slave !>OCiety.

CIVILlZAn ON
lUan ia i, a G reek tran'Cllpt,on at
the Ara b 'c nome Ajom, wh ich refers
to the Ea st Atrica n shore consishng
at countries like Somalia. E!hiopia.
Kenya and lanzania

It is very important to note that
Aza n ia has b een p la ced on
lingUist,c e videnc e in th e central
orec at the northern Sovonnas. From
here it seems likely that the small
groups (diMerent linguistic groups)
icucwec the rivers that !roverse the
ro ,n !OfeslS t il l they reached the cee
tral port o lth.. south..rn Sovonnos
F'om this point th.. steody pressur..
at population growth p robab ly
cous..d the migrat,on at th.. Bl ock
group> in a ll di rections, thus b rin g
109 Ihem inlO contact with peopl...
01 d,tt.. r..n t stoc ks l ike th e
Bushma r'lOids 01 Southern Alnca, the
Aza n ia ns at East A!ric a , the Indone·
sians and the Arabsat the cccst with
whom the y merged to !Ofm Swahili

Swah,l i comes in becau Of !he
very Slrong r..lations betw n Sou!h
Arabia a nd Azania wh iCh d ote
back 10 many cenfunes before
Christ. 1h,s Azon,an civilisohon was
mature, nee e culture at ils own and
an accomplished language v,z
Swah,11. Hereone must stress Ihatthe
Swah,1i language and cu ltu re is an
ara bised A"ica n p roduct whose
basis and most a ! whose eiemenls
are Atrica n

Ihe characte"st,cs 01 the Al a ni a n
cwuucnon were that ,t coos.sted o f
a sedentary, agricultura l and iron·
age folk who practised irrigation
works such as canals a nd le"aces,
roo ds, m ine working ' and .mithie. ,
cairns and rock poinl ings

The yeors between SOO and 1SOOAD
were the mllienium at ma..mum
growth and development o f "on
age cultu re in Ea ste rn and Soulhern
AtriCa . SocKlI and ecooomic growth
was g,ven an impetus by a more ce
vonced agricu lture, the emer>I"f\Ce
of large and stronger tribal
socie t,es, the rncrea.ing d..mand
lram the coo,t lor ivory. iron. gold
and other goods, and Ihe e.pon·
d,ng ccpocrtv at the se sellied
peoples of the mtencr to suppl y thiS
d ..mand and to b uy in turn im porl .
lrom Ihe coost

Ihe move down wards come ooout
dUllng Ihe 14th cenlury whe n East
Alr ica sul!ered a long selles 01
migratory rnvas ions lrom Ihe north .
momly b y pastoral nomads Irom the
hOfn 01 Atrica . Ihe Aza nia n s were
organised whether tor peoce Of war
on Ihe edended lomily 01 negroid
ar>db\lshmanoid Irad,IIOn, wh ile the
nomads were organised to mOve
and l ight m larg..r COhesive group•.
The lechnicolly more prim itive
nomads were mil itarily stronger .
bath by the manner ot the" lives
and the method of Ihe " crccmsc
li on . Ihe Azon ia n. w..re thu. ov..r·
whelmed by th is barbar ic invasion
Irom the north, their c ivihslng growth
stult ified and broughl to on end

Howe ver, 10 Zimbabwe, Mo za m b i·
que and Iransvaal, Ihe nature ot the
Ala n ia n c ulture mod ified and
changed onCe mare by furth..r
migration and developmenl in Ihe
new circumstances. re·emerged
!la_ling and outl ived the barbaric
in va Sio n in its splendour and
malesty . The re-emer~ce Of thiS
Civihsol ion emphOli...d the fa c t lha t
th..... Alric a " s were all b ra"ch...
tram a si"g le 51em because of the
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slmilallty ," !he .. u se 01 stone dwell·
lOgS, ir"ga! lon, SOil conservatIon, in
!he lf mining and melal work. in Ihe ir
knowledge at a wid e ly yorious pharo
mocoepia, ," !he ir fusion 01 tllba l
low and custom WIth on intertllbal
and t"bute-p a yrng sysJem 01 c en
!ra lised pcwe.. in thell tra ding
habi ts and In Iheir ind,genous
pollery

Etymologicall y Ih e com mon
herilage o f Swahili c learly emarges.
The word 'Zani' is a Persian word
meanIng 'Black' . In Zu lu za nsi
means down Or south. When one
lo o ks a ! counlries whe re the
phoneme zo o r 1 emerges. one
discovers Ihat such countries o re
sltualed in the soulhern hemisphere ,
e g. ZanZIbar, Mo zo b iq ue, l o m b ia ,
Za lle , a nd perhaps Zimbab we , In
the latter zi con be compared !OIhe
Zu lu ningrzimu wh iCh a lso means
south. 10 is a sull i.th<:ll denotes la "d
wh ilst the Swah ili nioreler'S 10 the in·
nermosl pon of man, heart. mind,
conscience Of d lSp05itiOO, There fore
lUa niO means land at Ihe Black
peop le

II IS lor Ihl'S reason Ihol Black Can.
sciousness re lers to our beioved
counlry as N a nia . It is co lling upon
the Blacl< people 's conscience,
hea rts and minds 10 rise up , 10
reereeie ar>d relivelhe li lelhal was
created b y the Azan ion Clvi lll atlOn
It c alls on BlOCk people to realise
Iheir imporlance in thi. canlinen!.
...e Ihei r value a r>d 10 recog"i... the
ccnjnbunon they ha ve mode to the
world In general ,

In the 19th Ce "'Ury, whe n im ·
periolism g ained m o mentu m ,
e veryth ing g reat, e ve rything f,ne .
everything really successul in



human cullure WOI wh ite , Block
people in A!flco wno Ihowed any
trcce 0 1 ptO\;lfe" were labelled as
wh ile, A I Y' tem !lrsl con$Clous and
lhon uncon$Cioui of ly ing about
Blocki become $0 widespread that
the OUlhenl+C hllto<y or A!flca cees
ed to be tought. Wilt'l the winking 0 1
an ewe. CH.nl ing. gunp o wder .
s.melling 01 won. the beginn ings 01
SOCial organIsatIOn. nol lo men/IOn
polillcal lile and democ:focY. _ e
o!ITlbuted eI c k."'vely 10 wI'lifel

"m<
AzonlC if; both a I'll1toneal a nd a
polllicol myII'I. 8vI m\'lhl ore nol l""
They or. on 0U!l1.... of ,.cI' Iy. And a
hbefotiQn mo••menl con O8ftOlnly
USO'I m yl'h$ in order 10 unlle the
OOPO'eued. 10 _ 0$ a ,allyIng
painl.

We maw draw a ...oluaDle IeS$QI'I
" om the cuttenl o nf'l.eOloniol IITuQ
gle being .....aged tow the Mora
NaIK>nOI Llberalion f ronl {MNlFI
near _ Phlllppinel . wl'lleh was
once a SOOnl$/'l COlony. Tho CUtten!
anll-<:OIOnial 11....001. il being wall'
ed a gainll tIolt'lthe Phil ipp;nesand
the United Sta t.1 or America

In the 1611'1 Centurw the SOOnilh c on
q u",ro rs or the illandl 0 1M inda na o.
Bosllon. Sulu and Pa lawa n retened
to 11'1", nali.el 0 1 MctO$ because
!hey p,octised Isla m m uCh as lhe
Moorl 0 1North Alrlco . who once rul·
ed the Spaniards, hod procllsed
Islam. The term Mofo was used to
(lenale 0 5O'0ge and Il&OCherous
PttOple

"'bdU' 0 50d "'son l 0 1 Itle MNLf
e.p la 'N '
" 1luI doelplte Its colonlCl or,g.ns the
MNlF has cleonM<l _ !efm of its
unpleo50nl connoto!lOn bY pte>
pogahng _ more ocwrectview IhoI
the tenoefly WIth wI'llCl'I the noI ,ves
conducted _ ...or 01 r81-iSlOnCe
ogo'rI$l Ioreogn .nlfUlOOn was a
CIOsSlc e . omple In hetorsm

··TI'I8 ....m if; not only COf'/'Imon10 a ll
the ind 'genous Ifobel of the r....1Of'l
but included MU$lim$. Cht'i$llQns
and tI>oM $hll Odhet,ng IQ trod ~

I'IOnOI rel~lOUi ItOluBI - ,n a word .
a ll tI>oM who II'IOr. a common
ospirollon and poll1lCoi des"nw,
Hence. the MNl.F adoPted 8ongs<:1
(nailOn) Moro 0 1 a notiOnal idenl ily
and implants iI in Ihe COl'\$Cioull\8$S
ct ee mossel. Today. ,lis rooled in
th. heart 01 e. ery man and woman
a nd lhe d ..r.nce 01 its Inr.gfily hal
bec ome a nolloool d uly"

SOURCn
The lerm .....za nla " c a rries wilh it on
e..enl io lly anti-imperia list c onle nl
It we. adopted (inil ially b y Ihe P"'C)
because it h e lPttd to Situ o te The
struggle for the liberation 01 the pee
p i", at South ...trlco in the c onl",. t at
"" ric o 's h lslorW,

We Iho u ld ,.m"mber that th e
nameti 01 caun",," ho.e maInly two
k,ndl oflOUfC"1

* The tribal post: nometi devl!tlop
organlCOlly ""ough a slruggle tor

notional liberation and Ihe country
bearllh" nome a t Ihe main Irlbe or
at a c onledefacy or tribel ,
* Oul1landlng geogrophlcal or
h lltorlcolleatu... 01 the country:
Zim bab _ " an example whe<e on
outsfOnding tI .,torlCal teo!\lre (tile
Zimbabwe c ulture. not lim ply !he
Z,mbab_ ' u ln l oI lt'1" lQu'iIf5!1 hos
1.1'11 IU no"... fO Ihe libero led
country, Nom,biO (from NamibJ. a
k ho<khQj WOfd meaning cIesetIls a
cleat' e . afn1)18 01 a geographical
~.

In SOu'" "'''ICa.ther. II fl8l1l'ler on
ovetrid,ng geographicat Ieo!ufe
eeeecse of It>e vonely 01 nature nor
Is lhe<e a lingle COf'/'Imon hlltotlCal
eV'lInI or PBIOl IOQ8 11'IOI eon..... 1IQ
....ute sym t :iliCOlly alIh OOPO'essed
pecole. HenCe. t'lOmO!tIsuchO$ UIun
dt or""'Iu"or. 01 o mfieiOl ond 01
Ofb ,rrary 0 1 AlonIO m lghl KlUnd to
~.

In It>e hno! onalyld. " is ee n lSIOticol
ocllon of tnOs.ses 01 P800Ie I!'IO!
dttCideI QU8lI>oN wen 0$ 1t>e nome
at a country. tee acli.",.. of !he
Block Consc io uln"ss Mav",m ",nt
during 11'1" '70·. o nd especioliV c nn
in g 111. 1976 Sow"ta Uprising ho.e
pUI The Ilna l seo l on Ih iSqueslion in
our country, AzaniO. l ike Nomibla,
has cam" to stond for a ccnncer
progfamm.. tha TII accepted b y all
lhe oppressed people a t th is land
It embrcceeno Ie" Iho n 11'1", aspiro·
IklnJ 01 the P"QI)Ie lot on Undivided,
a nti·,ac lst. 1OCl0list ccvntrv. To
acce p t !he nome Azot!;o limply
m ean. It'IOt on. idenm,es wilh !he
osporotlOIlI 01_ OOPO'essed people
lot liberatIOn. We connol pIQy Silly
gam el w ,!h fWtW " nom.,," tor our
country. .AzonjQ has be<tfI bapliied
on the b loodllo,ned IIteets and
bonn"" 01 Soweto. Gugule!hu.
Chots....onh. NtIw llOgI'Iton a nd even
in "'" remolest corners 01 the land.

AZAPO colts upon a ll AloniaN kl
resume~ poIItIOn 0$ poe.. ....!Ieo S

.n the WOtId T1'>e MveUlf'l ccus !he
Ia ltl'llul lo Pl'0V8I' WIth the AzooIl: to
a M......m. It'Ie A.roon iI on oboefvo.
lion 01 the ...olue olthedocttlne. " is
c her ishIng 0 1' It'Io' i$ of V<;I I.....
QPOffICio!Ing a ll IhoI il good ond
rever.ng the beauIV and !he rnoies'
IV 01 creation , AZAPO colis upon Ihe
Block people IQ reslOte Azonla IQ its
Jotmidotlle PO'illon In It>e WOfId . We
ore a ll benO!tlle iOtl8S 01 11'IOI magno/i·
cent, IUpetb a nd in lm llab le Alan·
ian Clvillzolion. let UI a ll then rise
UP. one in deed united In ocnco.
sTeadlo st in our QOCI I o nd lighl lo r
our inallenab l. ' igh ls as O NE PEO
PLE in ONE Al...NIA. O NE NAnON .

•
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M akg eth i M a l h lo b i in Black
Res/slone- ,., Apor!hf1ld lSkotovllle
Publ ishe!'l. 198A1incil4vely painll out:
" It seeml probObte IhoI change in
Soult'l A"1ca w ill ult,mately dr;>pen(I
on the me,..",,..01&lock Fo-r. it this
II underltood 0$ a d "eet. Iosf,ng
chollengtt 10 the l Y'tem by BIocb
aile< summoning II'Ietr sltengtl'l and
"",,,ng in UlYelenting oction ogaiosl
II Iol' btttter Of tor worse."·,emphoSli
~.•
In order 10 advanc. ".... llbefot>on
oltUQOIe. a CIeOt' Iy defined Pte>
gramme 01 Achon is 0 fIllC8SI,Ily . II
.... hove vogue. net>ulouo objects
~ _ WlII",11be Chal""ing obout
comelllnltZOf>Ot'l a nd IUppotf in a
g<tneto' ...... hvenly years " om
roow 1I'Ill<" » mply hos IQ be a yard
I l ock ""'-ebV _ c on OSC8'tlOin it
we a'e a ctually ach"'ving our
obt&cl lvel Of nol and thiS it the vi lal
lask oI th il cangre".

NAnON·IUllDlNG
TI'I8 i(leo of notiQt\-build, ng towards
a IOClolIJl AlonlO II on Idea whose
lime has come. AZAPO hal to ccn
ool ldaTe Ils"" in "."ry tccer 01 rne
Block eIpe<l"nce _ in la bour ,
health. low. cu ltu re , ,,,,lIg lon, sports.
educoTion. toClOI we llare ar>d com
m un ily (leve lopm"nl. N Ihe re. alu·
l ionory V<;Inguard or It1e Aza nio n
pecpte, AZAPO must became a s
close to the mOuei of Black PllOPle
a s l)Qnei or" Ia the flesh, It !los a
d uly 10 ,,,.eo' to It'Ie mcnsr:os !he
eosenc" of the Siluation in Azonio.
and "IC)IOIn - lOOP" and depth 01
Ihil I ,lu o t,on. o ro u s", ,'''", eon
lCioulf\Ml 01 the Illock WOfkers a nd
the... reVOlUllOl'lOry dele<m ,nat'lon
and d " ed "'" I II'UQOle towards tIS

'0'"
... great r. ooIul lOl'l(Jty once 50id
··Hlll ary II It'IOfough and goes
IIvouoh many pI'loses wI'len lOlling
on old klt m 10 II'le grove And !he
lost phose 01 hfSlOllCOl de'>'"lopmet d
IS comedY; $0 11'IoI the people maw
PO" w,'" "- post cheettully ,··

The Alo n len j)8Qple a nd !h,,"
V<;Inguord . the AZANIAN PEOf'lE 'S
OQGANlSAftON. o r. sure fo obta,n
th" " ll be,o loo n . Kowever com
placency is o n enemy 01 the people
in Sltuggie . Th. Blact PllOPle m usl
shu n a lilOnern w ith re lotmisl groupo
a s exempti~ed bv bantusta ns and
liberal Pe!it bourQ0!t041 orgonisalions
lell ll'l" y shor. 0110 In their defeels ,
For 10 lo ite r he'" il to b1unde, 01 a
cruc ial poInt eeccose 01 which Ihe
Azanlon wor king c lan will ne . ",r be
able "i1fl"r to redi$Cov",r revere
l ianory g reatn. " In ib e lt Or 10 win
new energy trcm Ihe eeeneenees
newly " nte red Into . unlil a /l classes
with whleh il conlended In 1652.
1eJ2. 1960. 1916 and 1984 !hem
Sttlve l 110 1"05"0 1. beJlde i l.

,tONE HOII'U ONE AlA N1A



GAFFES
II was flO I imme d iate ly cle ar
whelhe, Ihe bOd gra mmar \NOSdue
10 a slip ol lne long ue, Of il II wos in
tact prcct Tho l BOrltu Educa tion is
inferlOf and therelore und esira ble.

Bur10f 0 moment everyone was lel1
guessing as towhOllhe feal reaSOn
lor the m isha p was. Fortu nate ly the
Clommed holl of SIPele,'. Seminary
in f.lom monskrool did not come
d Own w ith re verb erations of
laughter Irom the hundreds or
delegates who hod pul everyth ing
else aside 10 be present 01 the
ina ugu ra l conference at Ihe
No tio na l Forum,

There wo sgood ole George. ,other
well·k 'lown even though hiS SU'
nome should remO'n ononyffiO<Js 10<
reasons thot will equally farnom
anonymous. Wha t hod annoyed
h im i• • I i ll a m yst ery. but he
thundered : "1 am.1l and ty,esot II1ls
nOnSEln&a, It must SlOP a ll 01 once. "

Poor ole George . In a moment he
realised ttlOl what he ho d intended
convey ing to the a5$embled
d elega tE» wen that he wc s Sick a nd
tired 01 som elhong But again.
whether il wa s because the tongue
hod nQloriously slipped wa s ha rd 10
soy. It il Wa$ nal a 51 ip _ and m a ny
delegate. 5Q id it Wa5 nol - Ihen it
d em onslraled once and lor alilhal
Bonfu Ed ucat,on has10be uprooted
,I George's successors m e 10 tore
any better or luture cong ress.. .

But then such golles have become
porI and pcrcet 01 congress and
meelings. in an out a t conlerence
halls

There wa s a «me when a congress
chairman asked Ihe de legate5 to
" ri ... on yoo r leel and song ttl iS
song" Needless 10say. the a ud,ence
stmed at h im in bewilderment, and
he repealed his requeil Ihal Ihey
should a ll ·'ri... on your lee t and
song thiS song. "

Bontee Onderwys a lweer, au kere ll

Ea r ller thiS yea r hundre ds 0 1
delegates a rrived in Mari tzburg lor
a m ini·summi t 10 amend the
Azanian People'S Manileilo. Eve ry.
ttl,ng wenl jusl l i""" 100" the delegolell.
unlil il Wai time to ga 10 bed on the
lirsl d a y

" ' e tcsiee w,nds had a sharpO@ss
ttlat la id 01o n Imminenl winler. a nd
as things were spcce was one lh ing
not in a b undance . All d elegales
ho d 10 do Ihe best they could 10
sha'e as many ,ooms _ a nd

blankell - among themsel ves 05
poss ible Some ho d to &jeep on Ihe
floor, demonstraling praclica lly why
Ihe p la c e w a s kno wn as the
ec umenica l " lo y" eeoee

It wa s a b ,1cumbersome lor a 101 01
delegales, bUl not so for a few.
M untu. SIMi, PC. Nefh c oc l ll h d id
not have p rob lem s getting quickly

used 10 overc rOw<led little roomi
One ol lhem exp lainlKl ttlat in the
cells It wasa surcnse 10 find a smoll
enclosure nQlovercrowdlKl , .. and
Ihey should know, Alter o il, Ihey
spent most 01 the 1970$ In the
coolers.

Overc rowdlKl p lace5o re uncomtor·
lab le enoogh, b ut place, over·
crowd lKl w,l h delegates who hod
beans lor sup pe, can be quile try·
Ing 01 sleeping time . The wind5 01
Change Iileroll y begin b low ing
once the Iighls go oul a nd
everybody Irie, 10 settle h lmsell as
comforta bly as he pow b ly can, In
a short l ime lhe sounds o! sueeceese
broken by a stcccmc ripping sound
which ranges tram te r'lOr to soprano.
depend ing on the a m oo nt 01beons
eaten by ttle delegateswho at nighl
bec ome virtuoso perlorme,s In a
,ymphony orc hestra 01 sorts, Hig hly
enlerta in ing, exc epl thaI the ac rid
and p ungen t almosphere mo ke$
real lea rgos pole In la in5ignl .
uccoce.

The mornrng alter. we ll, YOO might os
well have been sleeping ttl roogh a
tornado or a conc ert 01 we ird
sou nd, Ilul one th ing is dead
cerloln, and il is Ihal the Ilrst wh it! 01
outs ide o ir Ihal you can g el 10 fill
your lungs the better

9

Some poople, though, la ke longer
to woke up than others, And i!
doesn't he lp It you are a Ihon pe,son
whO bcs to sbcre a bed wi lh
heavywe ights w hose legs alone reo
m,nd you o! SOmelh,ng you SOw 0 1
the c eecnces Ihe othe, day. Also. il
1$ the biggest c hops who have Ihe
ioucest snores. And nQ poinl in sha k·
,ng them up, because thaI on ly

- -- - --
~

Seems to make them i no re even
loud er.

T,me wa s when one b ig lellow. wa y
back in 1980, laid a meeting
e.octly how g ratelul he wa s to
the organisers lor hav,ng arronged
a splend id meeting 01 the Welge·
Spruil FelioWlih,p Centre In eccce
000"

The ontrepld speech·maker gal
comee away and openly declared
lhat h is g ra htud e wa s ,nlense
" o nd I SOY this, M r Chairman, trom
Ihe hearl 01my bottom," He d 'dn 'l
bal on eyel id as he 5Qid lha l

Bulat c ov rse II i, only at congresses
thaI peop le d iscover Ihe ir
cnctcrmes have such outlondi5h
rectcres as bottoms w,th hemts
And It is a t congresses Ihat 1iIe-long
IriefldshipSa re made , whiCh Is what
the spiri t at 0 tUlu'e A:a nia is a ll
coout

Aza po has never clo ,med 10 have
mi llions of members. Il liimply does
not believe in the numbers go m e
such a s cla im ing m illlon$ 0 1
members. who e mb a rra ss ing ly
vonilh inlo thin a ir each time 0 mere
million ,ignature must be ccnecrec
lor some campaign or olher
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But Kehla wes a bit token aback th..
other day when a somewhat groggy
n..wsman approac hed h im and
asked "Tell me, Kehio. egsi1atly how
many membersh do you neve in
Asha po?"'

He asked the wObb ly f.. llow : " How
many block peop le or.. ther.. in th is
oountry?"

Replied groggy: 'Tm not sho sure.
could be 29 m illion you sh.... : ·

Soid Kehla : "SUb trac t a ll the se l louls
tram tI1at number. and you will have
your a nsw.... ·'

Queried wobbly: " So YOU sha y you
have about 28 m ill ion? Ish lt1a t a
tacl? "

The linle ..ncount..r took place cuer
a meeting in Soweto, ca lled by th..
reg io na l exec u ti ve to ..va lve
strategies 01 protest at the h igh rents
Had wobb ly not been sogroggy. he
would have notic..d that oimost the
whole of Diep klool townsh ip had
tumec up tor the m eeting

Talk ing about wobb lies and grog·
g i..s. o ne remembers th.. other
meetirlg the other day at cnomer
venue. when thl " delegates were
ra ther th irsty a lter a long hard day
o f Intens.. Clabat.. ,

Alas, th.. cooling holes wer.. c losed
and the neorest spot wh ere one
could rela. w ith a cold p int of bit·
ters was more than four kilometres
a way Otherw ise the t hree
delegates would ha ve to serne for
the c artons of " mOi·m a," tha t we ' e
for sale at the nea'by sto re

Alie f some arg ument and a lo t o f
,atiOrlai ising. the three b lok e s
decided to d rink the cartons of
" ma i·mai" .

Thei, reaSOf' fo r so decid ing was
best summed up byorle olthem: " It
is not dangero us. and ,t is toad
because it is mode f'om sorghum
and maize. It isa lso a pr oper gras..
roots dr ink."'

Gro pes c an be . our, b ut ever hea,d
o f SOUr sorghum?

The c urrent Cong,ess prom ises to be
the best eve" AlAPa is bent on
,es;sring. delending a nd a dvancing
- at th.. Retreat CiviC Gerltre,

,t. ONE PEOPLE ONE AZANIA

• I m ust se'iously take issue with lt1e
findingsollh.. Na tiona l Forum Sum·
m it a s encapsulated in the position
statement (FlOnk Talk Vo lume 1
Numbe' 2 &. 3 a t Page 11)a nd in the
Na UOna l Fplum (Ju ly 1984). Th.. jOirlt
operation aga inst Renomo by the
South Afric an Def..nee scree [SADf )
a rld FRELIMO as well as Pretor ia 's
inti m a te economiC ncnscn with
Ma pu to demand a review of the
POSitions token a t the Summit,

I am amazed that the forum jo ins
soc ial Im per ia lism in talking the
language at " polit ica l ,eaiism··. This
uree old argument 01 " realism" is
always dragged out to rationalize
g ulter crawi ing fa' almost a
decade now. " real ism" has been
used to e xplain the "rcce of
tlanslo,malion" in bolt1 Moza mb i·
q ue a nd Angola . "Realism" d iC,
toted Ihat these countries "'t..m
porarlly she lve" th.. transform ation
01 sOciel y in o,de r to th ro w
..ve ryth ing into Opposing South
Alrica,

But wh al th.. NF·. argument that the
nOrlaggression pact will allow
Moza mbiq ue sor .. ly ne..ded
breathing spcce to solve he r irlter·
nol p rob l..ms lea""sout is that South
Africa is NOT the only couse o f
Moza mb iq u..·• prob lems , Mozamb i·
que is a nec-ccrcmcrscctety undel
Im pe,ia lisl domination - o ks Sovlel
social.imper lallsm. And the Nkomoli
Acccrc 15 pu'suant 10 Soviet
slralegy, not contra ry to it.

The Soviet strolegy isto ccencn ilselt
in the best poss ib le way lor a future
on-cut c hallenge to Ya nkee Im pe
rialism. Mozam b ique and Angola
proVide the Sovi..ts with a toatho ld
irl the midst o f a rl afeo 01 p rim e
strateg iC importance to Am erica n
imperial ists (th is laller point is very
we ll pul irl the pa per let's fight
ogains//Ile ()(gcm Grindelt

The Soviel strolegy is not ecsec On
seizing power ill Na m ib ia 0' Azan la,
henoe Ihe SOViets ha ve found
themselves q uite will ing to pul the
re ins somewhat Orl SWAPQ arld the
ANC , The ANC arld SWAPO a,e
mairltoirled a s loyal r..argua'd
elem"rlts behirld Ihe lirl es at wh ite
South Africa, And the ANC a rld
SWAPO have also been "real istic"
about Nkomoti - because their own
polil lcallOrlurles rise cod tall Of' the
eventcot abil ity of the Sovie ts to
successful ly chal lenge arld cetect
the US imperial isls Orl a wend scale.

Ihe jOCkeyirlg tor position between
the W..stem surrogat..s (UNITA. the
MNR and South Atric a) a nd SoVi et
surroga tes (M PLA. FRElIMO. SWAPO
and the ANC) is int..ns.. and canrlol
be g lossed over, The NF must be
consistent III its stated goa) 0' Orltj·
im pe, io lism. as enshr lrled in the

Ma rllleSlo.

EPHRAtM GUMSt
Mtunl ini. Na ta l

• The e..ntrist siogan. " l et uS light
against the organ grinder" does not
tak.. issue with Ihe politiCal r..spcn
sibi l ily of the Moza mb ica n lead er·
Sh ip for the Nkoma ti Ac cord

Accordlrlg to the centrists Nkomati
is sim p ly the product of im peria list
coefc ion carried oul through South
Alrica's d..stobilisat ion poliCy , They
regard Nkom ati not a s a " betrayal
olth.. libaratiOrl stl ugg je" but Orljy
a s a " temporary se tback tor the
liberation strugg le". This imp lies 1t10t
the tactics 01 struggle simply have
to be reviewed and a rlew ..m phasis
given 10the in tem a l mobilisation of
the mosses,

Our C"rll,isls. irl keep ing w ith their
vac illating character. have not
come au! irl operl condemrlaliOrl 01
Moc hel's capitu lation. Mozamb i·
que has often been quoted by the
cenl, lsls as the -sccrcusr' model
and is o ften spoken of Irl a lone 01
leVerenee. II is lhelelo'e diHicult for
them to decry the ccuons 01
Moc hel. Althoug h they chol lerlge
the populist coil fo r a ootlorlo l con
vention. they proc la im in the ve'y
same b'eath. " We e re not yet in a
p~ i tiOrl wnere we can lalk as
equals0 ' from a positiOrl at superior
slrerlglh 10 the p 'esenl 'eglme."
The y tneretore propose . " O ur
o'gallisations must p,epare Ihe soil.
w.. must lorce th is gov" lrlment Or its
successors 10 ask to spea k to us
wh..n lt1ey can nc 10rlger contlrlu","
Does not lt1 is proc iomotiOrl echo th..
lore bOd ing sol ution that the
populists ar.. col ling 'or?

The solution 01 build ing o ne notion
towards a '"Free Azanio" will sub
sume the irlte,asls 0' the working
class und..r 1t10se 01 petit bourgeois
natiooalisls. South Africa would the n
'allow the same path that the
Frontline stctes have takerl ; whe ' e
populist leaders. ha vlrlg come to
powe'. have turned with venom
againsl the wo'klrlg cress. Zim·
bcbwe is a ctcsstc example 01 this;
cnlv monlhs after independence
Muga be irltrod uced a serie5 01
repr..ss ive laws against workers'
o'g an isations, M ugab .. a nd
Mac h..l. both p,oclaim..d " pro
Iagorlists 01 SOCia lism" no longer ta lk
about the workirlg class but speak
01 th.. ··poop l.... . Mo che l. irl his
address at F,elimo's 41t1 Congress In
April 19B3 declared " we must
mobi lise for SOCial ism" Ihrough
"people's power", Ille wor1< lrlg closs
is the orlly consistently progr..ssive
cicss that can b ' irlg a bout fund o·
mentcr social change , All othe r
opp r..ssec classe5. the p e ti t
bourg..ctste a nd peasantry. must



" Go . n y o n th. p'inl, Wil li, . w.'lllMI n..ding it for tM Whil' Hou..,"

unite ' under its leode 'llhlp beca use
~ alone can give their strug gle a pro
gressive d irection By conflat ing
c la sses under the bonner at " One
Azan la , One Nation" the struggle is
bound to be hijacked by pefit.
boIJrgeois interests in the pU'lluit 01 Its
solu tion to the " notiona l q uestiOl1 " ,

The wol1< ing closs in Sooth Africa
must there tore be wa ry at the refor
mist popuhsl a nd vacillating centrist
leadersh ip who have captured the
helm at the libera tory movement
and who stand poised to axe and
limit wol1< lng closs aspirations, The
ca ll tor the building at one natlOO
shou ld be counterposed with that of
b uild ing International wol1<lng class
solidarity and a workers un ited troot
As opposed to a popular trant, a
wooers uni ted Iront wou ld ensure the
independence at wol1<er interests ,
the freedom to criticise and agitate
in the con te xt at the tu l lesl
democracy. HisfOfY has shown tha t
popular fronts leod to tile betraya l 01
worker Interests os they become sub
:;umed under on opporlunistic petit
bourgeois ~adership. The united
Iront will fig ht active ly a gainst al l ct
tempts b y relorm ists 10 divide the
working ctee. It will fig ht for working
cicss leadership in tile dolly slru,,"
gles'of workers and thus g ive them
a consistent direetion, The call for a
united Iroot is on allempt to un ite all
wol1<e.. regardless of political alliliQ.
tion in a direct struggle fo defend
themselves against the cnccks 01 the
rul ing cioss. The call to bUild a un ited
froot In South Africa Is urgent given
the long trodifion 01 re10rmist populist
leodermip 01 the worl< ing cress a nd
thus the stilling of its independent
struggle and given the attempt by
the ruling class to intensity the ex·
p loitatioo and oppression 01 the
working class in South Africa ,

The call lor a ncncncr convention
must similarly be counterposed by
the demand for 0 consllluent
assembly wh ic h Is called for by "'e
wOfking class wilen it is in a position
of strength - where it c an agitate
a nd organise under the most
democratic cond itions II is on
ossembly of the exploited and
oppressed in the country called by
tIlem when the ruling cress is in a
position of relative weakness

It is therefore the duty at "'e wol1<ing
cress in Sou'" AfriCa to not only light
the Ofgan grinder but also against
the several monkeys that stand
bes ide It in "'e form 01 bourgeois
diplomats. petit bourgeois refOfmists
and centrists. let the onthem at the
working crcse '"International wOfking
c ress sol idarity, "'e united Iront and
the constituent assem~y" "'under
over tile tunes at "One Azania One
Notion" and the "people sho ll
govern" as well as "'at of fhe organ
grinder

MANHENBERG, BBSK . PARKWOOD
TEN AKTS ASSOCIAnONS

Ath lor>l,! , Cope Town

JACKSON - HERO OR
SELLOUT?
• I he quesl lon " Ja c kson . .. hero
or seu-outr" posed b y yo ur carre..
pendent. Imronn Mooso (Fronk Talk
Volume 1Number <I page B) must be
orewerec in the light of ~eagan 's

election victory a nd the entire Jesse
Jackson c ha ra de

The focus of the Jackson campaign
"Run. Jesse, run" and " Win. Jesse,
w in" should rather ha ve been
" Crawl, Jesse, crcwt". The tru th is
that Jackson was never supposed to
win the White House: he was suppos
ed to b roker h is "conshfuencv" to
parlay a shill in, firsl, the Democratrc
Party, a nd then the who~ Americ a n
political spectrum.

It was obvious that we wou ld w itne ss
the "miroculous" trans/ormation a t
"Run, Jesse, run " into " vo te
Democratic" , rne Ra inbow Cooli·
tion has not been betrayed
because of the way things worked
out , things worked out just the way
they were supposed to, Jesse
Jackson nof only endorsed tile Mon·
dole ticket at til e Democratic con
vention but a lso apologized to the
assembled oemcercuc apparotus
for his transgfesslons,

And Moodale hod noqualms abolJt
spill ing on the oppressed mosses.
He was pefectly clear : " l ook a t the
p ia Harm: there are no defence cuts
thaI weake n our secu rit y, No
b USiness taxes that wea ken our
economy, No laundry list thaI raids
our tremury", Even the tepid retcrtru
that characterized Jackson's p lanks
(which would not touc h or even
a d dress the op press ion at the Block
mosses, let a lo ne ser iously
chal lenge the system) were brus
quely slopped down.

Ja ckson did not "sen-cut" at the
Democratic Convention: he sold out
m a ny yea rs ago. Wha t the mosses
of Block people must learn Irom the

Jackson campaign Is thot the light
agoinst oppression in m e United
States cannot be asserted through
the electora l p rocess. The e lecto ra l
a rena is where the mosses of peo
p le are trooped tIl rough media·
packaged rituals, to ld what to think
and who to a dmire, a nd finally led
before the benet box to pick one im·
pef iallst over onotller, II is a circus
where the mosses are told that they
have approved (even called for!)
the very next criminal oets their own
oppressors are about 10 commit
Ruling policies a re not developed in
response to electoral pressure, they
are evolved to serve the most bor
borous and desperate imperial ists in
hisfory - the American bourgeoiSie.
And "'is is why tile central issue In fhe
American electioos waswhic h party
could most eHactively and ellicient·
Iy prepare for World War and drag
fhe mosses along with ~

The Jackson campaign wa s merel y
a part of these preparations and
never a port of tile res ista nce.
Jackson is not 0 representative 01
the mosses in oeo-ecrcse Circles, he
is a representative 01 fhe luling
ci rcles amongst Ihe mosses, " M y
constituency doesn 't have 0 history
of wa lk ing out" . said Jackson. " nor
have I ever wa lk ed out 01 a
oemecrcse Convention. 1'..... a lways
fought to get In .''

Jackson supporters hove tound
Mond ale at fhe end 0 1 the Ra inbow.
wa ving twenty tho usand America n
flag s and c lutching nukes, To those
who eene..e that th is is all port of
some I-o-o-n.g term strategy to b ui ld
o real , third "people's party" w-e-e-v
down the rood, I ask: how long and
in how many torms do you allow
vouesen to be strung along?

SHERRY WASHINGTON
Son Francisco, Cal ifornia

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Pete, 'PC' .lone. wlS ' eleeled I,om ~""Iy pollee dete.nlOfl Ofl
25 Seplembe, 1~4. We hue pI..." .. In Including Ihl. lobul. 10
81ko wh ich we could not Inc lude In F,.nk r. ,. Volume 1 Numbe. 4.

BIKO
One 01 "'"' ""pewton' onnuo' e~ents
on ttle BLACK CAl ENOAIl '$ BC.WHIl.
(6-12 September). DUfI"Q !h 'l week
Ihll 610ek Con,clo u," ess Mo ve me nt
'e member, one o f II> grea'e,t
la the ' , a Od VIS,ona, ..... _ 60nlu
SIeve 8,kO Vallo u , prOO'ommes Ofe
pr~led 10 IlIum lna' e vOrlOUS
o~.. oI lllOC k Coo'I":OOUll\e1.S 10
Ir.e 8Iock commun.ty '-4UCI'l ......
Det>n ..." nen o Dour Sieve·. COhbt l"
and cc pcc.tv 10' connect iecoer
' h 'p - many t' uths and many I,es
hove been spoken bv many who
claImed 10I'lav@hodsomeoo.cure
(and 10~ ot uS .....r.o _e c lol.e
'0 I'''m - unknown) pe" o n g i
'e lQloon,l'''p .. ,Ill Il'I4tt man '" """
orl,c~ I wont 10 ...IIlH:! 0I'l some 01
m y o wn e .p......ncon Oncllt>e ev~1S
th O! ulhmatel y led to Ihal lo le!u l
"'<.lilt On Ille 18 Aug us. ' 977. wh e "
Steve and I ...elE." a ue .led

IH'llOOUC'~
8v me ""... . hod tel mow- 10 Il. lttg
WIlho m ", lOw n In JQ nuory 19n . I
hod kflOwn Sieve to< -.. yeor,
Duling "'"' late PO" of 1969 I had
become owe'" 01 BI Q<; k ConSCIOUs_
"".5 o. a phIlOSOp h y o f 'e" slonce.
a nd tQgethe, w>lh a hOnellul 01
slud " n" 0 1 the Un' ~e<s'ry Q1 lhe
Wesle<n Cope anel Hewooll'aln,ng
Colleg e . * e launChed a n a t!·
c ompus bla nch 01 SASO ,n 1970
I~ * 'll'Ilhe oIlOCOOI deleQ01eS
01 th e b.onch I olt"nded l he
Gene ' OI StudenlS Council 01 thaI
~ "a•. hOSle(l b~ the NOlol U n' ~ers l l~
Me(l ,col Sc;hool (Block Sochonl Du.·
Ing 1974 (a ile. ha~,ng le ll un ,veo-s,ry
In t 97 1a"" goong ll'I.ovgt> a penod
01c ommun,ry worli: oncl acl,~lSr'n as
a "'-"~ 01 !he ' 1acIl Peoples'
COn~en l ,anJ . I was appo,nle(l
Wel le ,n COpe Ileg,onot Orgon,~ ,

In thIS COPOClry I hoc:! to l ' o~e l

oround Ihe c ount,y lreque ntly a nd
ho(l to consult w,lh Sle~e. who was
then ban"""" to Kong W,lIoam's lo.m.
"om "me to t,me, The t m BJ'C C0n
gress wos a ""'0/01' ~oc:lOry 10< """
~I III more woys1hon one
Alll'IOugtt !he enl "e Ieocle<s/'l'p 01
SASO 8PC we ' " ,n delenhon or
banned we we'e shll able 10 elec; t
a ccp cbre N0 1'On a l E .ecul, ~e.

headed b~ Hloku Kenne th Roch 'di
We 0100 made Ire~sSlrlOe-s in
""" en".e Eos.....n Cope 'egoon. bY
(lel,antty ho~ong c ong.e.. ,n
G 'l\It.>e<g Ioc:a hon. Kong W,Il00m's
lawn and bY a llow,ng a ll and sun
(l.y access to QU' open s.ess>onl

The ne.l ~eo , 1Q16, wh,lsl we we.e
lea(l ,ng 0 nOhonal ,n,t'Ohve 10 p re
te st and org a n ,se Olla ,n sl Ihe
oereee- 26 ' Ind ependenc;e ' 01
I ranslce<. !he uPf<Slng II'lat Ponecl on
16 June III Soweto boteome a 'eodY.
mode e.c use 10< _ SIote to._
'he ent" e leo<je ,!ot>,p 01 ll'Ie llCM .
One! man~ o ttle rs, by deta>n ,ng
Ihem 'or mon~ monlhs We t>e l ,e~e(l

Ihe reer mo!'ve for Ihe moss (lelen.

THE

IOQn$ WOS!he 5.10... s (les" e to ensu'e
lhe peoc;efulom~ '1Q!IQn 01 one
01 the cornerstones 01 a porlh"'"
oohcy - bolkan,so'oon a t _ Ion(l
('he one ISsue thO! ce,ta,nty W,kes
Ihe oeepesl c hord In ttle heo,,, OO)d
souls of Ihe d,spossesse(l peOple)

"'ller au' ..,Ieose 01 "", end 011016.
'-" 0 10.. 1,4_ 0 (~oc:e--presldenl 01
' PCI. Ma lu s. M o um l* o na o nd
m ysell openl lh•..., w_s lI'oYelhng
orOUnd _ couO)Iry, c orwenong and
a " ang,ng 0 0) e .....'gency c~,~

lor .Ionuary 1977 >n OurbaO) Ih,s con
gress, hel(l deha nl ly whi lsl secu"ly
ccnce we,e sl,1I l,ne ry a O)d lhe
nal ,onal e.ec; ulo~e ......re sl,II .n
delenloon. *osanow- m ,lestone .0)

Ihe turbu_ hlSlory 0I 1he &eM The
naloonQl e. ecuhve WOS edenOe(l lo
,nclude sec'elO"o!es .n ~or ,ous

held s. lull ·"me ,eo,onol orgon,$("s
we,e appo,nle(l . on(l a m >(l sl c om .
man consensus lhol lhe movem enl
hod the (lu ry 10 formally and o'loc ool.
Iy ubhs.e ..... c a pac;" ",s 01 ' Is bann·
ee IeoOeo $hfQ. SIttve was OPQOfnted
Mono<ary Presodenl 01 BJ'C

1977 WOS Ihe rnosr acl,~e \'<!lO' Itl "'"
h ,story 01 _ &eM A del,anl 01'11,
8opllu1holswona Puppelstan Ilally
was hel(l 0 1 P,el" rsbu'g in June ,
lhe ' e wa s a moss,v" oncreose ,n
blanches .n Durban ana ""01Nalo l
come to I".ago,n an...- .,., de.OSlO
!M)n IoIIow11lg Ihe PrQ-f.e1wno roily III
197<1 - BCM wos 'od 'no "'" C.est 01
.11 pol'hCOl *0",",'

KING WILLIAM'S tOWN
...lle.th" January 1977 c:onO'ess, a !
whi Ch 1 wo s elec l"", to Ihe POsl 01
Na l oonal Sec'eta'y 01 Econom,c s
a nd FinClnce (pol~ used 100011me
·'MlIlosl<t< von FIl'lOnS'ft'l, I mo,"'d 10
Kong W,lI oa... ·s TQwn to lOke UO Ihe
00I'1IOfl 01 t>nonclal adm.n ,SlrOto'
lor the SIacIl Commun,1y P'OO.o ....
..."'s. I he Iollow,ng two monl" Ssow
a running bollie "" 'h sec:urlry ~,ce
,1'1 Kino Williom 's l awn and we we'e
olmos! conslanlly soe-c:uialln-g asIa
...hoch 01 au' ...n.or pe.sonnel woos
ne>1 on ..... bonnong lIs1

In q u oc:k IUCceuoon _ IosIIhe se<.
vtCfl 01 Or Ma~le ~a""""'le
(Bfo nc;h b ec;u ..~e - Easte<n Cope).
M,ohso Mvovo (Nahonol Otstr,bulOf 01
Ihe p,O(luc ts l 'om au' home Indu.
I" es ond s,m u lla rleOUsly 'eg'ona l
org an..." lor 8PCI. 1hom, Zan,
(lleseorch DI.ector and ..mullane·
OUS/y PuDfI(: 'ry Sec retory 10< 8pc).
who wer.. (Il l banned. Oncl Malus>
,-,pum twa na (fd,tor. I lock Ie",......
OUDflCOloons). who wos an-esled ana
oetcmec c eeee seCl,on 6 01 Ihe
l e rro ' lSm Ac t I bec ome a (lmon is·

"

MAN

"alar o nd hod 10 superv,se Oil 0'0
,..cts 01 8CP '1'1 lhe regoon wlll(: h
",clUded ZO"""'04Io Commun,1y
Hear,,, c eeee ,n Z,nyoo,o . lhe e r nce
w,th ' IS hb 'ory and 'esou'ce ce nlr e
on Kong W,II,am's f own 0O)(l 0 leo!he '
home ,nd u slry In UmlOl0 SOme new
personnel hod 10 be appa,nted and
0 1I""" s we hod 10 " ,m porl" people
sueh 01 AsI'lo Roo ' oboIly tram Durban
(lles.eorCh). bvt _ 0lwCJ>I0 hod SIttve
10 ,elfH 10 One! conwll w,th, ev..n
lhoug1'l h os Donn.ng orde' spec.I,.
c olly p recluded h,m Irom WOI'k,ng
10' llCP

THE MAN
Iontu SI.... liko W01l ......Igmal~
o~ " " c lling peorSOft. I hcnI._..
before; met a mon t iled w ith so
rn<I<''' capocity and capot>llity, at
"" to.... tImeo so IoIImbl. , and Ii'"
ed _ tth 011 the shortcomings and
laul'" 01 ordlna.y man.

.... a ercce pcnnccr iecoer. h,s
eene-e o n(l beCl"ng musl Ce'to,nly
'a ni< h ,m w llh the besl." nat belle<
Itlon o ny ' he hbe>ro llOfl rTlO\Iemenl
hod produced H,s c ommond 01
00'111(:0 1(l ,pIomocy 'esu lleCl on Ihe
one hand '" h•• be<:om,ng one 01
lhe mOil souOhl a lle' la ' gels lor ,n
temencnc r vos,tors and op ,n ,o n
makers, one on l"e Othe , c aused
h,m 10 ocqu" e a ll so ,,, o f
de'OQO!Qry adlecl,~es from Ihose
who hod ontv newspClpe> ' e ports 10
for m Ql)onoons a l)Qul him, S......·s
ooIoc:y "',th ~'S>1or1 01 any k'nd l,n
Clud,ng sec", ,1y ccnce and ,m ·
",,"alost ogenrsl wa s 10 c onI", on
Them "o(l,I,onol cour1es~ b y onvillng
Them ,nto h"house _ and Thereafter
inform,ng Them " . aclly whal 1'1"Ql)o.
noons ....ere, Th ,. he WOI able 10
I'KJndle so supe<l)l., t1'Ior It'IQse he
insulled ' 001 " 0011'1 1 '~011 _ IeIr so
good aDOUl II , !hey WOUld CQfT>ft
bock for more

l he,e was a hme when SI"ve was
p."mll1ed to !,a vel to East London 0'"
port 10 'ec;",ve USA Senolar Cia'ke
(IIIis resulled in same,eolQus 'b kx:k '
poll!oc;Ol QUoeIIy c:oItong rwn a I'be<Ol
and ""1>8'101111 COIlotxM alar~ H,s
moon 0Qfnt 01 fIf' or....... was 10II'IIo<m
bIoc:kI 1hof II wos unl.ely l1'Iot the
Sla ct Consc; 'ousness Movem enl
would In luIure be will ing fa SQeOk fa
Ame, lc o n reecen un less Ihey ccn
c ed e(l Ihal the 81a ck POht,col
Ieoder""o .ecogn'se<:! os suc h by
"'" 8kx:k eo<nmun,1y onc;luoed ",.,
leode<. w1'Io _e 1O'1ed and bonn
ee Of " .. led 11'4 POInt wos a lso
mode IrIQf ontv C8<lQ,n gDve<nmenls
(western DOwers) hOd eccess 10 ,n
leracll¢!'l a nd commun<COI,on w, lh
Bloct pol'hcol reeeeo



The SCM leadersf"p hOd comple te
Io,m In S~ve o nd consuned ..,m rum
on mosl molle.s. Alter h,selecllOn os
" ' >nO/a ry Pres'denl oj BPe, Steve
subm,lted w,lhnoly IQ the d,ctotes 01
O/gonosot>Ql'lOl d 'SC: 'l)hne and never
once mode mockery Qllhe !rOd,tlOn
,n Be Ql COilecl'Vf1 leadersh,p . fie
constanlly Consu lted Za n; and
myselt 01 kong Wllha m 's lown a nd
was po-epor&<l 1O occep! our odv>ce
on !he not>onoI mood and !he
I)UblIC: ornoge 01 _ I.Aove<nenl

At h rs house Sseve dotmonstroled
such oornpo_lSIOfl and S"I'"IXJ1hY
10< people and "- eIper~es.

IhoI he was COf*Jhed tlYyaung and
old a l,ke PohhClOf'S 011 Q\'e< _
EosJe<n Cope and T.onskeo eon
sulSed ....m h,m and he t>ecorne
oer-atly reso-<:"" 10< h rs grasp 01
,_ and~Ie. I .e<nernbe< Il>Ol
on G 'nsbe<g. a localoOl'l _IOUS 101
,ts bOd d '" '00dS. _ re hod a lwovs
been g.eal un. m p loy m.nl A
young "'(01) 01 unemployed men
eII .em e ly pollt,ca lly consc,ous
mo,nly beca use 01 Ihe" c onslonl
ptoo,m"" 10 Steve, oeqU"ed !he
nome 'Cubans' becauseol lt1ls.We
,mmedlOle ly knew IhOIII\e 'Cubans'
hod hod a good (p,ck·pocketlng)
d oy ,j we were o llered j" ,.e rehesh·
menls upon enlry 0 1'S's I(o llo 's' she·
been, The 'Cubans' a lso ensured
mot It become almost Imposs,b~ lor
police 10 arrestSteve ,n the locaT,on
unleSs Ihey hod a t least a sma ll
army 10 do 'I I ,ecently me. one 01
me e.··Cubans· and ,I come os no
SUfpt'se 10 learn 'hot olle r SleVfl' s
dealh. he hod develaped Into a
S1'eng and dedlC:aled !rode union,.-.
W,"'m " .. to<""Iy. SIeVfl was me
1'leOd. __ 1l'IOuQl'l he hod one
elde< I)r_ and Ihree elder SOSIe<S
Unl" IllSdeporlufll on IhOI knoIloSI
"'P Sleve.1OQ&lher ...... /'los """" NIsok,
and _IOnS N<otonoII and Somooa .
I,ved w,'" hIS moIl'IeI'. a nd he hod
come IQ COl. 10< '-. HIS moItIe<
",eoIIy depeo Qed on hIS paI""""e
10 .esoIve 1ofTl ,1y d '''''''',,",. ond 10
keep _ tom 'ly ClOSe bQ81her

IfTlIAUl
fly 1m SJe"oe become Ihe svmt:>ollc
heod 01 II\e noIoonol llC ,n,IOOhve
thol hod slorled a s ..:Nly as t 974
Th 's ,n,I """ Vf1 gr_ hom "'e c on"',c ·
!>on Ihot _ I.t>erotoon movemen.
was under 011 QbI,goroon 10 ,tsefl and
.IS people 10Mlab l,sI'l a m ach,ne<y
tor tile mosI e lleel''''' un ,ty 01 "'e
h,stO/,ca l Ilbe.o tlOn movements 01
Aton,a Sull ce ,. to soy a t ll"s sta ge
"'a t 'he ' ssue Ihen ..os to sel ,n
monon a long·term p rocess where·
bY all partie,pants ,n lhe slruogle tar
liberal,on were 10 be o llorded a n
Oppa.Tun,ty To address them selves
T" stly to the l),,"c 'l) le 01un,ty : a nd
"'e.eolter hoQelully 10 OtIa l w,I ll Ihe
mechome sQl SUCh un,ty It was com
mon nal>oflOl consensus 11'101_ Be
Movemenl was the only l,be'OI'on
ITIO\/e....n. Ihot wos nol toven by _
IrOO'f>OnOl OIllITlOSI toes Ihot hod kept
_ h'S!Ol'lC:al OIoon,: OIo01'lS ecce,
and Ihot .. wos lhe<elOle "'" only

Ioo'cal a genl ,n a d ,o iogue ot suc h
a na tu re

19n wa s a yea. ot great opt,m,sm.
AMe. a num ber 01~rs 01' ''Qy ",ng
and OI)iniOfl OO"""","g, 'I become
c leo' Ihat e ven to. p ublic
s.atements Ihal d Id nol clearly
unders¢o<e "''' I)OSIt>on. me.e was
O'ow,..... cansef1W5 and aceep
tonee al "'" nee<I 10 OOClrMS "'"
oues!>on 01 ","o!y

lhe "II> II>ol 5...... and I~ 10
CCJI)e Town on 16 August 19n was
pt,ma"lv I)Ofl 01 "'" a bove p<o
0'0,.,."". - _ /'lad eeeeeeee _
' iGC" ' SC7<1y_oous~"
our t:>usorl<tU was eol)OSed. but _
taoll _ tolJ<S "" II.ng1y SIeve was at
IhOI '- boI00Wd 10 Kong W,lllOm 's
town 01 coone. wtoll$l ..Cope l own
s.ev. and I _e seflotduIed 10 meet.
amangsI QIl'Iers.. a 'epfesental,ve 0<
'eplesenJotnoes 01 0 O'QUI) pu.par-.
ling 10oct IoIII\e UI\IIy Mo. e., oeM 0<.
a t WOOSI. a Slgn,Ica ni O'oop'ng
w'''',n II'oose lanki (W. now lealoze
ma l "''' was a ',e . and Ihot these
I)I!Oj)Ie we.e 'he only one, we d od
no, .eally ~nowl

We I'Iod alSO~ O"OfI9"'TIenlS to
COfliult w,'h cue Cape l own 8C
leadersh,p . who a Tthe lo me we' e
making se' lOus nOlse, oocut rei in ·
qu,sh,ng Ihe lf BPe membership
Subsequent eII)e" "nces made U$
awa re rha l a numbe' 01 lt1e",
e lemen ls hod I tm t" d 10 d ine 0 1the
pOIsonous Slde·lab le 01 lhe wh,te
""lell"", and Ihot Ifley wer. "'p'oo,e ss
,ng"" q u ,te tOSI ,nto becom,ng "pro
gress,ve$" !lut IhOi was a s,oe ISSUe

On 00' 0 """01 ,n Cope l own we
!eO.n, Ihot "'" ··Un,ty Movement'"
O'QUI) was undeI "d lSC,pI,ne" nofto
see Sf_ ","hi cenc,n ··pohhcol
,_ "' lUI'.oond,no h ...... Ond _ llC
M a....."'. n l had been Cleale<!
Relefenee W"O& mode to some SOlly
0IhC1e 01 ...._tlY Donald Woods
In "'" Dallr DeIP ~Ich speculat,ng
aboul tI'e g row,ng "'Sla c k'"
mo.em."I, ',~e \lCM and,.....atIlo
(Thrs amcle /'lad l'K)II'l.no to dO w''''
llCM 0<~. tlul ."",~1eCl _
...",... 01 WOOd' wI'>Q d 'Sj)IOye<!
IypoeoI wto.1e ....o-worsl'l,p 01 5""'"
- _ Monl to,,,, II>ol some n.ghl 0
letlow·lra ..... "" al ,,'"s O'OUP . shock·
ee by whOIhe 'ego.-OOId a s callous
dosr"9O'd 1011100,110<101counesv. ' f\.

SlsleCl ll>ol SfeVfl accompany hom 10
_ house 01_ SPOI<esmon. .... was
fu. the. shoCked when he olone was
,n"" ted ;n \of o n e .l)IonatlOn whc h
IaoI< two hOUrs. wh,lS! S",ve sot OUI·
sld e In the Car . sr.ve lo re' ,emo rk·
eel Ihat II 'I wos not '0 ' the toctthot
he d ,d not know Cope Town. he
would hove wo lked to whe.eve r I
wo s, 10 Sreve who wa s a diplomat
a nd a t times a senhm enlah. '. th is
In d,gnl ly c e , ta ,n ly rOCked h i.
Al toca n soul

When SIeve hnolly returned 10 where
I was. and ...... OQ'eed Ihot our whole
v,s,1up I,ll !hen wh'c h was suppos
ed to hove been very seeren-e
a ppea,ed to be known to many
mooe people than ...... e.peeled. ......

"

eee.eee 10 ,mmed,olely aband on,
w,lhout notc e to o nyooe , Cu' v",t,
and return flQme. Irom the sole ty 01
wh,c h ",e would anem l)l to unde,..
tand "'" Cope l own e.pe. ifm c... .
_ seem.ng ,ne ' I)I'ca bohl'es and
ooh,ghl SU1f)tC 'OOS beI'lov,a<" 01- ...-
We len _maf"'ng 01_ 11 "u~t
a nd d ro ve s"alghl ,nlo .he
loodbloek a . G,OI'lOm. l own 0 1
about 9 30 II>ol _ng Sut:>se·
QUenI ellpef""w:et dod not COf\\'W\Ce
me II'>ot .... palIe<t /'lad~ 01our
whefeobouls 0< Ihat "'" .000t)lOCll
was In"" Qed !Of U$ One "'''''"' was
ee<lOiO .. flo "''''''. IhoI " " was nof lor
IrI!'OC'-OUS t>ehov>ouf al "'" Cope
Town POrlIC:OOOf\b.""" would __
hove been on _ fOOd on "'" 11th ,
"'" cJov 1hoI_ should hoVfl known
thai """e WOl due to be unreSl .n
and a ,OUnd ClOI1 EI.lQOe'" - " was
on 11 AUQusl 1976 II\Qt Pf's un,est
storted a nd .. was on ,tsa nn,vef1OfY
mot we h.... ,edly le ll Cope lown

lhe OIlesl al Sieve and mysert. h ll
subseQuenl deolh. _ ,nlofmot,on
OOlheled by seeuroly palce m,ooQh
_ oe~I>CII'l Ql O\Ifselvel and many
o1hefs. Ond me SUt»eQuenl baM ,ng
ot 011ou. orOOn'IOI,OOS _ effeetive·
Iy Inlenup ted a I)foce.. Ihat m ay
ra ke many yea ' i b eto,e cond ihons
pe'm,t ilto be ' esumed once a gain

A I trange occunenee IS rak,ng
p laee loday E. octly the some
peop le whO speo,heade d the
abOVfI aOQfI,on are rodoy beong
seen th,tong w,'h the lICM mosl
OSlentollO\lsly

LAID TO HST
Sfe""'s oeoth to _ al us who
_e ,n the Eos""n Cope on IOhtOfy
conh,.,......,. was a Ifaumot,c e.pe
.renee.WI'len . a~ 0 1""""16 man""
In soI'torv. __e 0 " 001& 10 De
IoQeIher ,n GlQI'Iom1lOwn Pnson ,n
··pr.......lolo... (lelen.oon·· my ' eporl

10 "'" QII'>ers IIIIeCl """'" w,Ih d ,sguSI
and blllef.....

8,~o '. mo lh• •

I ,eTurned to I(,ng W,II'a m 's 10wn on
New Year'seve lost yeor (1983) _ Slx
yea rs oller oor o rre S! . "'Mo nc ed e 's"
(Steve'$ molt1er) Tesl,mony 10 me was
sl'lOlte ,lng SIle to ld ",e IhOI she had
never occep led Steve'SoeOlh _ 'I
..as all so unreal to he r rhal n ight
..e .en h.r hOUI Ol lust 10 go
"'somewt\efe'" and she fel. uneasy
'I was only when she hod beeo a ble
10 see """ once ago,n , rha l she wa s
ptepa,ed to 'elease Nm. and loy
him to ,es.



GLOBAL SOLIDARITY
In the no",." ot A lloh 10 whom a ll
p ra ise is d ue. the lord 01 the World s
We thank Alla h tor b le ssing us w ith
au' beloved leader, teccne r ond
gu ide The Ho no ur o b le EI IJoh
M uhom m Od I 0'_' yO<J m y oescv
ec bfothers a nd slitell w,ltl The
g.eellng wOld s or peace ,n The
Arabic longuoge AHOloom-Q.
ola,kum.

TO llrothe< !rue MothemotOCI. to "'"'
d 'll.ngulshed pIoIlorm gue51S. 10
!hose d "Ilngu'shed bo01l'le<1 ood
SlSler1 """0 $OOke 10 us tonighl on
"Global Solldo,,'Y - our Kr, 10 Sur.
vrvol." 10 eoetI O'ld every ooe of you
tI'lOl ore .....8 tonIght n i$ 0 greol
hooouf and PfMIege Iof me to hove
been inv'!<Jd to HOwOld UnM:tnl!V
ooce ogaon lID lhare1hll fOlfrum W1Ih
so maoy d ,SllngulShed brOlhe<s and
SlSlen "om ...."." and OtOUt'ld The
world . who hove on our d ,ve<IIIV 0
uMV of PU'POM_I om so grOlelulto
tie livlng In thIS great hme on h Istory
when Ihe lofee5 of OPOO'euoon and
.,.p lotto t>on, Iyfonny and roe,,",
sho ll be destroyed horn the earth
complete ly Th,s wb,ecl. " Global
Solidonly _ !Nt k.., 10our Survival : '
is 0 very im porlo nt subject to be
coeucerec by a ll 01 uSal th,s rime
in au' development We know that
o ktly IsO very Impotlo nt Instrum ent
lor 0 key opensltlol which nos been
locked 10 us, Of 0 k"y loekl cut tbc t
wh ic h we do not won t m.

'"Now, in ICflptu' ollQnguoge Ihe key
is used in the B,b le ond il il mention
ed in the Qu,o n, the key Iymbohsel
knowledge, w IIldOm, power Ond
o uthor'ty Not ,ce In th 'l subteCl
m OIler global solldor,ty W111g ive ul
the powef. the aull'lof,tyJOooen UP
a door !hOI hoi been locked 10 (n

or 10 lock up Ihot which U10uld be
locked oul G lobal security _ me
Key 10 our SurylyaL Well we knaw
whOT The key IS b UI who il thol
pos$elliye pronO\ln " 0\1," ,eferfing
10? Global solidor,ty - " it a key 10
M r lleogon'l I U'Yll/Ol? II il a key 10
Arnericcl's aurv'YOI1 1$ il a key 10 the
Wellern wo <lcl'$ suMYOl? Is it a key
10 the I UfYl1/01 01 COPl'OIiI/Tl Of whOl
Ih&y coli demoe,ocy111 it the key to
the SUfV'll/O' 01 eommuf'lll/Tl? What "
globol solodorily the key 101 1 _ ore
IOfklng OtlOuT _ IOIOhty 01 fhe
I'lumon Iomotv'. SUfYWOl it would be
wonderful it _ COUld OI!l:J,n global
solldorotv, buI _ know IhoT I!>efJl
ore bees on the world IhoT wi ll not
_tv submit 10 the power IhoT
would br,ng them II"l ......, WIth IhQoe
un....ersol IowI and pron<:,pIes IhoT
would IUf"IIIIOl They !eel

thOl """It ........ovol is bc::Ded on the
" thord workfs" demose, so il the su'"
YOVQt 01 """ W.-ste<n world is based
upon the oeemse. the destruction.
the d ,u ,pm'on 01 slfenglh. the
(lebohlOltQn 01 " th" d world "' naloonl
and people, ""'" conversely the sur
Yl'iOI r:A the '1!lird world"' notlOf\S will
be the O&I"ucloon 01 fhose who
hove liYed " om our OBs"uc!'OO,

Global sol,OOroty II a word but il
represenls a procell 0 1o,woluTionory
deyelopment, Sealed eercre me
ond oround me one behind me ore
men ond women 0 1d illerenl noTiOn!
r:A Ihe earlh, re presenl ing d lllerenl
ideologies. d ille ren t ph ilos.oph ies.
d lllerenl re lig ioos, diller" nl ' QCel.
d llle,eni longuagel , b ul global
s.olidQrity pr8$YPPQses 0 growth
beyond the a " ,Ioc lo l banoers thaI
eeve d ivided US ""'etotore G lobal
solidOr<lY presuPPQ$'l"$ a growth JI'I01
goes be,oold our 'aces, be,oold our
c o lo urs. beyond a u' re lig,ons.

by MINISTER LOUIS
FARRA KHAN

beyond o ur phllosoph,es a nd
ideOIOQoes 10lIll(J eoen~ 0Cf0ll
~ OfI,flQOl bar,,,,,,,,
The Honourotlle ~ hlOh M uhammad
hoi toughl US IhOl _ evotve "om
sperm, whICh we know To m ,. w,th
""" O\'l"Om. the sperm is cast iMO 0
hosl,le eovironmenl Th,. is 10~ch

u. th<Jl in order lor UI 10 olloin
anyth Ing .....cw!hwhile on IIIe. we musl
overcome ba"...., So the Qu'on
leaches UI 11'Io1 " Sure ly man is
c realed 10 sece d,Il'cull'el " . The
sperm ha l IQ overcome Ihe hosti le
enyironmenl 0 1 the yag;noi " oc l to
gel 10 Ihe e<,;Ig. Th" sperm has to
overcome lhe reee 01grOyity to P'J1l
up o goinst The Iorc e 10 gel 10 lhe
egg. lh" sperm hOI 10 eve-coree
compeilloon wilh 0 b illbrl or more
olher sperm, 0 11 " ylng lor Ihe some
gool. Now _ when we POll these
euee 1eS1I. OWtfcoming a hostile en
y"onmeol. oye'coming the "emen
deul number in eompehl,on tho!
0'* ." iving lor the lOme goat and
oyereom,ng the lorce r:A gravIty . _
reoeh """ ""le, whiCh II the e<,;Ig
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" " come Irom one -.ce. " 15
mov,og toworOl one essence

OHII.unt
LooI< at " now - osl IT'i8f1Ofl8d here
WI Itoword 0 year Of so ago. _
come Into the world not ",",Ol"og
SpontsI'I Of Frenc:fI 01 Aroboc or
£ngIlSh. We come Irom cu mott'i8I"l
wo m b IpeOk,ng 0 un've , "o l
Ionguoge - 0 11"""~I CIY. SO
YOU con ', lell ' he d ,lIe,.nce
beN eBn 0 Ow BIB bOtIY.ececee
soon baby. on Arnoon babY."""" OIl
come ....10 !he world ervOlnQ and
wilen deotI'l o.e<1Ol<'" Ihem """" 011
mote Ihe some univel10l SOUnd go
""0 Il. if' IuSI a g-o-.p. !hey don"
gasp in SPanISh Of In ....ctse or InHoebr_ .!heY Ju$I ooso and eheelr
Of\ oul 01 here. 1$ thoI ,ognl? lIn·t thoI
somell'ling? t he 1OUIC8 "om whICh
we "",ng 1$ _ -.ttl. seven eon
I,nenb. OC80ns o nc! 10801 but II'i8
80rlhll one NO...- iI you wonl to you
con locus on AUI1fOho. _ IhoI knocks
youout. or W'OU eon toe..on AfrICO.
" thOl moves YOU. or you con toeU$
on NOIII'I AmeflCO or South~.

~u'0Q8 or Alto. AnIO,CT,co. II Il',
whcrt~ you. but w,ou'....go! 0 Iol
01 growing to do it W'OU eee'tsee IhoI
Ihe earlh ;1 ' 80lIy one eoff!I. III
nome II one _ 8OrIh. The water IhoI
i' bene l,c ial lo 0 11 01 ClUf livel II °
common waler. Wh ile 'o lkl dOf\·t
d.lnk a d,tte.en' waler, lIle v moy fry
10. I he wOler II common. the t un
thaI energ' l8I our h'e I,common to
ul a ll. The almosphere 11'10 1 we
breathe 10 keep the heorl pum ping
the lIIe ' Iuld 01 blood 1I'I,0ugh au'
ve lnl II common. Well II whOI we
come in 10 il common a nd the
longuage we speak II c om mon,
ond whol we Itve under while we
ere he'e II common. o nc! lI'Ie lOun.d
thol we make galng out II 0 110 ccei
mco. then doesn 'l thal leoch ul lhe
lo.ge. t.uth . thOl l here is to come a
1. 1,111'111'10 1Will link up hum a nity . thol
will link up notlonl a nd foe", a nd
klnd redl ond tonguel. thol we will
grow beyond IheM ortilrclOI IXlrT~

thOt $o8oo,a le ul 0 1 0 oeoPIe onc!

YOU 10 muCh weallll lIla t YOU w,1I
l ubmll to wealll'l Ond the "good hIe "
and you lorget o bcut you' 11'1,11011011.
Ing peop le In Atrlca, In Ihe ccee
been. in the Il i"' ot the Poellic or in
the M 'ddle £011: you are co-op led
by a moteriOliS! world IhoI domoges
the Ipl.llual , ea llty Ih a t y OUf
c hUd 'en hove no lutu' e In I'he world
01 YOU' enem'el ; you m ull return
home ond build your nolionl ond
reach oul lor globol lQlldQ'iIy .

T1IIUUSM
We muif not becof ' i8 1)<0000ofvIes and
$8Il out _ QSPOIOhOf\S 01 cu people
onc! unbOfn~0I1OflS 100' tempo
.o ry enjOymenl w,1I'I Ihe 808my 01
cuI_SO gIOboIlOlidOrfly plelUp
POS8I growth. al we evotve "om 0
spe<m 10 0 c lol. 10 on emblyo. 10 °
108M. 10 0 lome baby. 10 0 erowliog
ctlild. 10 0 e/'lild thoIleo.ns 10 pull
UO and !hen _ grow to !he lJlIneA
01 our phyllCOllOIm: _ hove evo/v.
ecltrom 0 monute....., «Ol>c 11'1""0
eol'-C\ spe<m 10 the wet~lo88fl. tully
de.elcoed. 1'IeIh. blood a nd bone
human b8InO. But Oil lI'IOI you see
t\8<e "'01 oriSlble or invillble in "'"
euence Ihol wos!he fa" cell olbte.
tIU! II hod to evolve 10 the moc<o
cosm lor W'OU 10 see whcrt wos
"'t\8<enl in "'" miCtOCQStn. NO...
I'Ieor me well - globoI lOlidorfly
I)<-"~~ : Magrowtnoleochol ....
wno '8j)rO[Klln' 0 ncmon inlo lQlio
dorfly WI 0Uf own ncmon. We must
~come ' ,boIl1m w",,"n ovnetves
Ifl Am e...cO OS Illoel< P8QOIe. you
_ . _1looYe ",bel If> Alnei'lCO. 01'1
yes! yes! We eoll Iti8m "orgoncs
l 'onC . We c o il Iflem d ,lIe,en'
,etlglQnl or I8CIS or denom'nohonl.
I ......Of. ".beI g nc! ....,..,., we meet
one a nQlhel even Ihougtl we a .e
Ine some P8QOIe wifI'I 0 cammon
t\8<otoge.°common tlll!orY. a cam
mon lUfIef'.og. gnc! a common
deIl,ny. _ "flOW thoI _ belong 10
each 0"""," , bul II'M>n we lOY " 01'1
""'I 0 MUII,m . I'm g Chfl5llOn. He
beI_ In Muhammad, I believe in
Jewa Chri". (JW I eon" gel togeltlef
w,1tl h iml Or he'l °Pon A"ieonlS!. 01
a fevolu"anary notl()fl(Jh$l 01 a
c ultura l notioncJlill. I a m a aocioliSl
01 g MorJ-,"I ·LenlnISl. I con·t hong out
w,th fI ,m ," We belOng togell'le . bul
II'i8 ortillelOl borrler COiled ideology
keePl 1,11 poIa" sed when we know
we should be g boul the bu~nel$ at
eomlng tog.e ll'ler. beComing sohd
g l 0 peop le a nd lI'Ien nat I lopp lng
Ihere We m Ul t oulg 'ow o ur
neeenensm. 0 1,1, rc ce a nd Oul
rellg'on to 1001< beyond 10 o nolher
b rolh8< or " ' lle r In opp ression unlil
we lind g lobOl IOlld a ,1 1y and then
we 've la id hold 10 the key lo au' sur
Viv<ll. Now how do we gel l he ,e?

Ihe Honoufab le ~ h)ah Muham mo d
hoI lOugtlt UI, Ihe Bible ond lI'Ie
Qu.on og'ee. Ihal Alioh 11008 God.
He never said He II more Ihon one.
He OIWOYl lOld 10 the p rophets that
He is one. lI'Ien It He il Of\e "am
w nom Oll ll'l,nga hove lI'Ie lr beglnn
,n g o nd In Whom 0 11 lI'Iings hove
11'1." ult'mate end. lI'Ien even In 0 11
0I 1he d,vetIlly IhoI we 188 In natu.e .

and OUr one cell "Ie begons. Is thOt
nghT? TNt IMIOIlIl'lOl It teoc:heI US 15
lI'IOI ....,..,., _ ho\oe a haIole_on
nMtnI In ......1Ch _ I",., lI'IOI 15 0 leSt
ol!he .ar\dIlI "'II ol ... gooIlI'IOI_
seee 10 .eoctl. lithe hOsl,lot_on
ment. hke !he wogonol "0C1.kIl ls Ihe
sperm. Ihen !he sperm _lslrong
8flOUgt\ to maloe COII1IOCI wd'h Ihe
egg '" lI'IOIen."oo-..'

11 _ a llowo!he en...oo ..........l ol hostt
Itty thoI 15 In Alnei'lCO and In Ihe
*OrId 10 stop US "om reach'og
beyond lI'IOI SOt! ol goal thoI _
_ 10 ,each. """'" _ or. not
wortI'lV ol lI'IOI goal. tIU! It _ or.
worfhy ol gIOCOllOlodor'ly. """'" W'OU
QOIIO be wont>vol ot to 'each It. Then
you Otld I mull owercome hoIfIl,1y to
get Ihe<. Who! k'nd ol hosI" ,!y'?
Ilocool hoIfIkly. lr'boI hoII.hly.~
hoshl,ly. fel~ hoshhly. 011 ol
_ th,ngs IhOI mole. us d ,lIe<en'
110m one onoII'Ier ItQI'!I ago.l'I$f 11'18
Ioo'ce ol allfoe!lon and 1)<_ ' 0
poIo<oty IhoI pulhel US a OOr! 110m
oneonot!wlf.WemUII~come !he

hasJ' liIy olthe en";.oo,"",,,,' 10 'eacl'!
"'" goo'
Secondly. _ m ull comoete no'
only ", ,'I'! oll'le~ who wonlthe gool
but _ must comoete ago,,,,1 Ihe
e lemenl 01 " me. 8ecouw il lI'Ie
~.m does nat .eocfl the 8'Og In
nme. II'Ie envl.onmenl will k' il i l. SO
iI IS w,th us Iadoy, ,I we dOf\·I.eoch
eac h o lhe< in lime. the lo<c '" 01 OJ>
I)<esslon will c:reslroy our movemenl
We m usl move "" th hoste . we can
not d ,og OU' leet a s we move
towa rds one another , we cent d illy·
da lly towo.ds g lobol solldo " ly. we
must rush with "reallpeed lnlo the
o ,m s 01OM another a nd we m Ul t
overcome the g 'Ovllot,onol p ull 01
va in del lre s. p e rl onol d eli,e s.
desir", lo r mote' iollhmgs over the
spi.ll uol need Ihot we hovll lor one
a nother . The $lucien" mUll OVIlI·
c ome the g.Ov,IOIionol p ull 01 °
d esi.e lo r ° " M home ond 0 eo.
a nd 0 good poylng lOb obov. thll
l 'berOlIOf\ 01 the people. The lo<elg n
slud ents Ihot 0'1l he.e must ave,·
c ome the grov,lQI,onol pull 01 11'101
So'num and Soiley world !hoI otleu

rs
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wa will sea one huma nity. ThaI trulh
Is coming or is present.

seicvec brothers and sisters - you
knOw when I said brotners and
slslers the 1hoIJghl struck me Ihal we
appear cnnerent and there are
Ihings aboul us thai are d illerenl b ut
there ore thingsaboul us thaI a re &0
simila r, The d,llerences in male and
fema le cause pola l lty b ut as we
grow a little old er we overcome
those things. And then we are drawn
logether by Ihe terce called allinity.
is 11'101 r ighl? And we become solid.
ocn't we? If we sludy rel igion we
leo lise thaI il ts c very divisive 'orce
in ttie world bul the Bible teaches
11'101 God is nOllhe aulhor 0' confu
sion but 0' peace, 11 God Is one He
is nOI The cutbor of aillhe relig ion
11'101'$ in lhe wo,ld. He's one God.
Then his religion Is one, Every Pro
phet thai he senl into Ihe world
laughl varying deg reesof the some
religion. When you go 10 kinder·
garten you leam lhal which feed s
the developmenl 0' your mind 01
Iha t slage. Bul when you reach
grad e school. you leam a high er
form of the some essence 11'101 you
goTin the Kindergarten. When you
reach ccuece you ale sup posed 10
be reading and understanding a
higher lorm 0' malhemctic s, a
higlier form 0' communicotion than
whal you leamed In the kinder
ga rten, BUI il is a higher g rowth of
the some thing ThaI we call /earn;ng
_ Education When II's in the
kind erga rlen you call il ee cecnce.
When it's in grad e school you call
il ecuccncn, When It's In college
yoU call il educcncn The nome
does net change. II's just whol you
leam 11'101 changes b ecause of the
demand of your OWn evoluliOfl.Qry
development. sa Ills with religion,
God didn'l send any relig ion into
Ihe world na med Judaism. Now
eercre you gel excited and call me
viC iOUS na mes. which isa lrighl wi th
me. The nome Jud aism is a nome
g iven b y men to a religious system
Tha i is as old as God himself ThaI Is
net the nome 11'1 01 Moses g ave fa
Israel, Thol"s right And God never
reveled any relig ion called Chr iS'
tianity, Now don't gel ollended
Because Jesusnever laid you '" am
a Chrislion". Nowhere in the SCrip
ture did he soy Ihot. Moses d id not
say '" am Jew", Now you gol Jews,
Chrlsllans. Budd hisls , M uslims,
Zoroaslrions. Taoists , St1 infolstsa ll 0'
Uli fighllng and killing each olher
when God is one and HiS,elig ion Is
one. How d k:l we become known a s
Christians? According to the Bible aT
Anl loch the peop le who prctessed
that Jesuli was Chrisl were called
Chrisfions 01Anl ioch. Is Iho t right?

ISLAM
BUI in the Quran a nome lli g iven lor
thot religious syslem thaI isasold a s
God Hlm sel' which really d ldn'l
need a name. II exisTed nnuere 0'
years wllhou t a name and a ll me
prophets laughl the some relig ion,
The some Pf inCiples, II you stud y
Malies, Abraham, Noah, t ot. Jesus,

MUhammad and look 01 Ihe p rin
cfptes Ihot they loughl - you can
lell by Ihe princ iples Ihot they
believed In and taught Ihe some
rel igion and 11'101rel igion wasIn Ihe
Eng lish tronslalion called 'peace',
Peace Is the way 01 God. Peace Is
Ihe order 0' God'li creesce. How d o
we atta in peace? We alla in peace
by going In harmony wilh the La ws
01 crealion een we a re 01 peace
wilh!he eree nee.01peace wilh Ihe
Crealor, 01peace with one a nother,
Tha i p eace comes Ihro ugh
obedience to Ihe will and lo ws 0'
Almi ghty God, So Moses came wilh
the low and he obeyed !he low and
he loughl Israel to obey Ihe la w.
Jesussold noT"my will be done" bul
" Thy will be done" , The no me otlhal
system Is called In the revea led
wor ld 0' Ihe QUlan, Islam, Islam
means 10 obey, to submit to Ihe
d ivine will and Io w a' God. 11'101'5
whal a ll Ihe pr ophels l aughl,
obedience to the will of God One
degree aile, anoTher 0' 11'101system ,
tha I relig ious system, Ole you
lislening?

Mosescome with a narrow leaching
but it's sli lllslam. He tau ghlwhotyou
could ccnsrder a s eencnemm. He
talked to Is'ael which hod no
solidarity. They were like dust or any
loose mo lecule s nol bonded
togelher so they hod oo weighl. You
gol it? Like air lhe molecu les are
spaced oparl so you walk through,
you don'lfeel il unlli the wind comes
and p ull s tne mo lecules logether,
then you actually leel lhe force 01
a ir, bUI a s long as Ihere's no wind
presenl you wa lk Ih 'ough ~ a s
though It doesn 'l exist. Well this Is the
way lhe world has wa lked Through
" Ihlrd world" people

Il lSas Ihough you don'l even exist
because vcur bonding together in
your own notion, omong your own
people Is so weak l ill you become
0' no conseq uence. you conner
resisl a s dust has nc power to resist
onybodylhal wonts to remove iI, So.
as Ihose of us who are the same
people bUI nol bonded togelher.
You a re sealed together in This
alJd itorium bul you are nol toge1hef,
so ali lon g as you have nolhing 10
bond you logether you can eaSily
be d ispersed, you are like Invisib le
people and this is why nobody con
sid ers you when !hey deal In Ihe
council of world alla irs. They oon't
ca ll so-ca lled Negroes in to get your
ad vice because you are Ihe spook
met is a lwovssill ing by The ecce. 10
my Arab brothefs and Sislers you are
similar, you have no weight, net
here. Th ink cbcut ii , you are
Americans, many 0' you, yOU figi'll
In a ll the wors b ut no President has
ever come 10 speak 10 Arabs, Why?
They 'ear whol Jews will soy. Well il
!he Presldenl ls Ihe Presidenl of a ll
Ame, lca. why should tre Presldenl
not appeal 10 Arabs when he sends
Ihem good~s 10 figi'll In Amer ica 's
warsand he makesIhem pay ta xes
bUI he will net represenl lheir can
cern, something's wrong Isn'l lt?

ZIONISM
Well my Arab brothers, It yo... have
no social weigl'll whose faull is that?
You can' l blame Mr ~eagan or Mr
Mondole, The Jews are onty 5,8
million In America: 2,5 percent of
Ihe tola l pccercncn. But I've watch
ed Bush sk ipping Ihe other day with
a yammock on his head doing a
buck dance for Ihe Jews, trying 10
prove 10 them thaT he is gonna 01,11
do Mond a le in his p romises 10 yo...
and to Ivoel, How come you c on't
make him come To you. You ore 40
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logelher and il 1001<' like we 're
heoded lor lour more years 01
Reagoro," He said bUI oh roo, we got.
10 dump Reagoro , I s.oy yOU doro'l
dump him wilh Mo rodo le. Mo rod o le
is worse mon Reagoro . Yes, Reogoro
d o ro 'l owe you rloth irog. YOU d id ro 'l
vole for him orod what you see Is
w het yOU gel. The biggeSI miSloke
we could moke wos to Ihlnk 11>0111>01
cececuce rocisl crocker - Mon.
dole - Is our ruene. He Is nol our
lriend . Mondo le ocesn't WOnl 10
o dmilthOI he's a rccrst bUl the loc i
Ihol Mondole 001 BlOCk people
around him, me rocl thai Rev.
Jackson ro lls up 10 Ioke Vales Iro m
him in Ihe primOry Only 10 give 'em
bock 10 him o ller Ihal maro won the
nominalian inslead at h is saying 10
Rev, Jockson, '" 001 YOUr message,
Reverend, I got Ihe message 01
Block people. I unde"rond now thot
we ccn't Ioke Block people for
granled any more and Reverend I
woni you 10c om e UP llere wil h me
in lhe porly a nd I'm gonno pulsome
planks in the plallorm met wi ll give
jobs 10 Block people. I undersland
whal YOU' people need and I've got
your messoge ." But inSlead Mon
dole like the rac ist thol he IS.
underneath a ll 01 Ihal receee at
Civil rights, he is ha rd, he soid I' m
gormo punish Ihis nigQ<l'flor having
gone Ogoinsl me in IIle p rim ar ies
and pu lli ng alilhese Blocks a round
h im, I' m gonna punish Ihem, I'm
gonna punish him and I'm gonna
show Ihe m. Lei me l e ll YOU
SOmelhing M r M ond a le, in
November we're gonna show you.
Some silly Block people w ill say
whal are you gonna do, CUI all your
nose 10 spile your lace, Ain 'l m y
nose, a ln' l my lace No I ain'l got
nolhlng Iodo wUh you , WII wasn'l for
M r Reago n we would never have
seen the fidelity or the condfdoey 01
Reverend Joekson , As long as YOU
don'lthlnk you liIol a Iriend In the
While House, you d make a Irlend In
lhe Block House a nd Ihal's what you
need _ 0 friend In !tie house next
door 10 w here you live, you need
toIldorlty. You 0 11 ri gnt? So if M r
Rea gan gels In he p u lls offlhe kid
gloves 'cecse hedon'l have the lour
more years he ccn't do it, he con'l
gel twelve, ne 's only gal to eight. ne
pullsolllhe gloves II's real nice Yoo
say bUI farrakhan don'l you know
whal Ihal means lor Block people?
II means yOUr solidarity because os
I see ~ we're o sm oleeu les, we're too
fo r Oparl eeeecse M uslimS w ill say.
I cun't jo in togelher with Ihis Chris-

lion you see he's my blol her bUI he
eou pig. ... will 1.1 a pig" toot
diVide u.. 01' a ma n 's condilion
d ivide us. I s.oy Ihal's prelly loollsh ,
We con lalk ebout the p ig 's tool
icter. we can lalk a boul a verse in
Ihe Quro n or Bib le la ter. Look my
dear Brolhe'S and SISlerS at me
Am eric a n Muslim M ission, I know
Ihal we disagree b ul I'm nOI gonno
lei noenemy devil p ul me on televi·
sion, argu ing agOinst Imam
Wallace D. Muhammad. FOI wha t?
. . . FOI whof? Tony Brown called me
and said " We have On Ima m
Wallace D. M uha mmad on our
show. we wanl you on lhe show 100
sa you a ll can lalk about your diller·
ences. I sent a messaoe bock 10Mr
Brown, I said dear Mr Brown, I said
me Pope at Rome and me Arch·
b ishOp 01 Conlerbury have diller·

. ences, I soid lhe day you p ul lt1e
Pope and the Arc hb ishop on lele·
vision 10 a rg ue ocout Iheir ditter.
ences. Ihah the d ay I'll come on
and argue w ilh Imam Wa llace D.
M uha m ma d

I wenl lo lhe Leade r at II1e Urban
League. John Dickenson and sol
down and talked wil h him. I !rave ll·
ed down 10 Allo nla and lalked 10
Joe Lowery atS.C.LC. a nd to cceer
10 SColI·Klng and 10members ollhe
COngressional Blo ck Caucus, Ila lk·
ed 10 tne Brock mayors. Iialked '0
Ihe Rep ub lic 01 New Alrlc a , 10
Ma ula na Karlnya, 10 Ho'k l MQribul l,
10 Kwame Taure, as many Blo ck
leode rs as we c ou ld la lk 10, we la lk·
ed aboul a united block Ironl, a
un ll ed Block Ironl. We gal la have n,
Ilhink everyone of you thai belong s
10 the N,A.A.C ,P, shou ld drive your
leoder 10a tobl& w ith Blo ck leaders
in th iseoun~ ond don'llelthem gel
away wll h il. Drive John Jocob, drive
Joe Lowery, drivttthe Block ColiCUS,
drive Ihe Block ma yors , le ll them,
domn II 08110 a lable and sil down
Of t>lst>.

The noucre wilh BlOCk Ieoders Ist!lol
Ihey are o froid 01 Jews so Ihey d o
Ihe b idd ing at Jews. The Block
Ieoders oughl to be a trcHd of usand
we oughl 10 lerrorlse Ihem and
make Ihem do wtla l Is righl or ge l
the hell oul 01 Ihe way 01 Ihe
people 's solidorily. You soy jcrrc 
koonyou sound prell'y rccncct Ilel.
you ffankly "a5'1. of the lIock~
pl. w.r. at04Jnct m. tonight a.th., w.r. around J..... Jock.on
at IhoI convention, w . 'd be tree to
ma,",w morning. Lei me lell you
someth ing a nd ~ you doubt il lry me.
You ]u sl gollo be will ing 10 pay Ihe
prie t>o

Lei's move on. I preach unity, I wanl
to live unity , I realise tha! all at uS
must come together, I've been in ee
c hurches preaching more than I o m
in me mosques beca use I ,eN.. to
lei 0 C' OH oltd a d Hpl. keep m.
owa, hom m, awn lomll,
m.lnbef. 00 yoo hear me? Now
whe n Ihey sow Jessie Jackson ond
Lou iS Farrakhan slonding logelher
wh iCh represenled solidarity, wh ic h
represented 0 e<>m ing 100ether 01

e nemies bec om ing trlends, Ihe
disciple at Dr King and Ihe disciple
o t Elijah Muhammad, the Zionists
moved 10 breok II up, They under
stand, they underslond, but do you?
You fee it we undersla nd you know
Ihe way Ihey poinled me in Ihe
press, bul YOU proved thai you a re
Ihe grealest generatiOn we've ever
produced, Illhis was twenty yeo"
ag o I would have been lynched on
sighl by my own Block people by
whal Ihey soid aboul me In Ihe
media bUI twenty years 10ler Ihey
pul aul!tlt> worst II1ey they could plJl
oul and Block people all over Ihe
counl ry lined up o n the oulside,
blocks around 10come and see Ihe
man that Ihey talk obcct as a n a nli·
semile. II's a new doy, our lime ha s
indeed come, Lei's take advantoge
o f il.

Now look Ihere are some very
negative forces In America. these
negolive lorces In Ameic a are
pushing uscloser to each other ond
onOlher terce is toking over - the
force at ottinity - and r'l(lW you don'l
see me as " Iha l Musiim" , you see
me as yo ur brolher. I occ't see you
as " Iha t Christian" I see you as my
siSler and my brolher and grealer
love has no mo n Ihol he be willing
10loy down his Iile lor his bro ther, all
I gal is my li le and I oller my liIe lor
Ihe solidarity o f Block people here
and all over Ihe world , Thanks 10
AIIOh, tho nks to the Honourable Ell·
ja h MUhammad , Ihanks to lime, I
hove oulgrown by the grace 01God
!tit> c h ild ishness Ihol kepi m e in one
Carner a nd my blolhers and sisters
in onolher .

GLOIAL SOLIDARITY
Bull have a la i mOfe gfOwinglo do
_ so now I see a s we reach lor
solidarity, we've gatan oceano/oilr
people In Cenlral and SOUlh
Ame rica , lhey speak Spanish, they
speak French, they spaok DulCh,
lIley speak Engl ish, they speak P0rtu
guese bul lhot's my fam ily 100. Now
Ihis is where yau're growing now,
beyond yOUr national boundaries
ii's g lobal solidarity Ihol we 're oller,
not jusl reg,onal solidar ity - so all
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the b rolh ers m the Caribbearl, one
the slslers irl the ccncceco. Ihafs
your flesh , rncrs your b lood , triers
your krl h, fhof's yo ur km, we are
to mlly, you cent have solidarify in
Amer iCa end II ocesn't Irlclude
solidarity wi fh Jcmcnco. rnnrcod.
Barbados, Sf lucia , oeeomce. Mon.
sarral. wherever there are Il lock
people, CUba, Puerto RiCO. Bellize,
Costa R,ca, Nic a ra g ua , BraZil,

So look brotters arid Sisters you carl 'f
play while YOU 're here a t Moword .
We krlOW therr arm wherl they gof
yo u here b ut don't ccv arly allerl
I,on 10 fhell crm. you rise above fhelr
o, m, fhe ir a im IS to make you whi te·
m, rlded negroes coming out of here
10 salute fhetlag, be a good sold ier,
f'g ht irl Nica ra gua . !rg ht Irl Grerlado,
go Orlywhere wh ite folks sene you.
Uh. uh, no. nc. no. no, no, o h no no,
oh no no. when we get our educ a
tiOrl. Mr Reagan you can t,g ht a war
onywhe' e you warll. we will dele,·
mine where we light, we a re not
f,gh fmg m N,ca ro gua, we are not
fightin g irl cerltral America , we are
nol f lghllng In Africa or anywhere
you $end UI, we are IIghltng In
Mlnillippl, touillono, Wollhlngfon
O,C., New York Clfy, tol Angelel,
Colllornla. 11'1 your war, you go
IIghl for II. look YOO carl't stop m fhe
Carrbbean, look at ali Afric a . that's
our tamrly. l ook In fhe isles at the
Pac,f,c. It\ol'soor biock tamrly, some
colour, same hai r, same rose. same
hps, same persecution, some history.
some origin, some deshny. So we
musf have a Pan Afrlc a nist soneon
ty , you UrlderSfa rld , bu f we can 't
stop there , lt1af s just sol idari ty wrth
Bloc ks, b ut there's some Palestin ians
around here fhaf have been afflic
ted b y Zionlsls. Up rooted tram the ..
la nd, look of It now, kick ed cut
mode vagaborlds in the earth,
Siaughfered a t Shali lia

Huh! We have a common suffering
d on't we. oh yes we do. yes. Ihe
oppression makes us b rothe rs
doesn't It? Look at If now, SO I ask yOU
rea c h out tor solidarrty w ith your
own . you galla say " Wa,t a mmute.
here 's anOlher huma n being Over
there. catching he ll like me, can we
firld common groond and tind some
solidarity in our struggle?"' Isra el is
In the centre of the Arab world,
som ething grafted in tram Europe,
nof natural. don't belong there buf
gratled ,n li ke Pa ul says rn the Book,
"h ke a wi ld o live branch '" , wild up
in Europe, ra,sed in hell up irl Europe

pulhng fhem tram a ll ports of the rr
w ick ed mischief _ making life
brmglng fhem Into fhe M,dd le East
and grafting the m In among the
o live branches, That they may Suc k
from the faf 01 the rea l OWT1ersof fhat
piece of la nd . M,schiet makers, ncu.
ble makers, that wo nt to put one
Ara b against arlOther, a re yoo listen·
Ing? So you g of Soudi Ara b ia . the
seat of Islam, haVing mode-ore
Ara bs, moderate In therr leanmg
towardS the Wesl. b ut still wifh a
common mind foward a common
enemy. You got the Emirates, you've
gof Egypt pu lled auf from her Ara b
brefhren by a peace pcct with
somebody fhaf don't mean peace

JIHAO'
So rlOw the Ara b wor ld rs d,vrded just
like us. the ir nat'OrlS at war wifh one
a rlother b ut more devastating if 15
fhe Islamrc world and here a re Iraq
arld Iran.fam ily members, brofhers
krlling eac h other, lea ving Ihe rea l
enemy to go. They dest,oy each
other 's b Uild UP in arms while the
enemy 15 b uilding up ready to
destroy a llot you. Whal Ihe Arabs
need 15 Ara b sohd a rlty buf Ihe Ara b
has bec ome corrupted, gOing after
fhe materialism at fhe We sf,
negating the values that were h iS
Irom Islam, tram C hrlstiarllty, Irom
fhe religrons Ihat got revea led to
Moses whic h was a ll among fhem,
now they o.e prOlllh,rt lng tho..
prlnclplel and becoming world
whorel runn ing alter Wellern
world valu... My dear Ara b Mushm
brolhers, si.ters. YOu galla come
bock to each other and you must

fmd the path at solidarrty . Goddafr
has rl.en up. many don't lrke him ,
" What you don'l hke abouf him? '"
' 'Well . he' s a lerrorist." " Who sold
so?'" " Wel l . our Government."
Your Governmenf is fhe I> i·g·g-e-s·f
I_i_a ·r that is on fhe lac e at the earlh
yo"r Governme nt ... OIl my God,
I'orrakhan. 15 there nofhing sacred
to you. Farrakhan? Yeh. you're a
buncn 0' liars. And yo u know if and
I know ,I, the B,bie reccees it a rid lt1e
Ho ly Q" ra n 100 a nd I'm go nna
preoch everythrng fhol's rn the Soak
tor yo" and against yo u but most in
the book IS against you. tiars!
Th ieves! M urd e re rs! M Usli ms,
M" slims, M" shms, yo" must fmd the
pafh of solidarity. if Is the key 10 fhe
Ara b world's and the M" slim world's
"'<vivol , That is a fact, GOOdall is rlOt
an evil man. Gaddaf, rs committed
fa the masses who a re sff"ggling for
rustee. 10 Ihe papulor Iobera t,on
S1rugglesanywhere in lhe world and
he Is not self,sh, he is w,lI lng fa use
Ihe wea lth at lt1e libyan people a nd
shore It wrlt1 those who ore struggl
ong fa throw ott fhe shackles 0' im·
peria lisl a<lventwrsm, the blood
suc kers of lt1e poor. The reason fhey
ca ll h im a ferror ist is b eca use he
frightens fhem, because they don't
understand how hiS m,rId works. see
a true MuSlom revo l"tionary is one
fhat the world don't understarld
The world d ldn 'f "ndersta nd Jesus.
see Jesus wa s no m ilk·foas!.
p"nk,t,ed man, Jesus was a commit·
fed revolutionary whO kr.ew how to
love arld d ie for what he eenevee in.
Undersfand th is brothers and
s,slers

"



ThiS world that puTSprofit obove pr in
cicrecces not understand men end
women who o re willing to d ie Tor
what They believe in. JeSU$ did not
Hinch, they lied on him, The y
trumped up lOlse charges against
him , consp ired against him and he
carried his own cross, according to
the Bock. accOfding IO the llible. " m
nollolklnSi oboullhe white dude
you Slat In the plcture you call
Jelul. J'm tcllklnSi about the real
Jelul and the ,eal Jesul wal not
a while man and don't you ever
10'Slel, don'l you eyer tofSIel, don'l
you ever tortlet, " all the rell 01
them wanl to alflue _'II Slet on
down, Jelul WClla Black mCln. Nat
That that makes any d illerence but
it does ma ke a d illerence to us.
since you've been so care less in
you r pointing otlhe Irue colouf at
him, He went on to d ie lor wha The
believed in.

Brother Khomeni, Imam Khomeni. i$
a stfonge man. It '- ho,d to unde....
land Ihe.. kind at people whale
whole Ute and belllSlll commlned
10dellroy an enemy. So you don't
understand this, but we do, When
you become such a terrible enemy
like this, God ra Ises UP people tor
you. The SCfipture says 01 these they
won't love eiTher SIlver or gold , so
you ccn't br ibe these. Iheif who le
mind is To loy the enemy low. They
will toke yoor litrle ones and dash
their heads against the stones and
rejOiCe as they $Iough/er, Are you
listening? These a re the minds that
are coming up Toda y a llover Ihe
world to deal wiTh The enemy 01 our
solidarity. 50the Islamic Jihad p iles
UP hundreds at poundsol TNT. Th.y
know Ihat th.y or. SlGnnCl dl. but
happy, happy, hClPPY, IClme way
you or. happy o.... r 10m. mullc,
they pop Ih<tlr tlnSl..1 to Ih. dllfle
01 death when they know they or.
Slonna cony down a whole lot ot
Imperlalil" and roc lsts and
demonl with them, Thorlthe IpirIt
thClI's SI,owlnSiln Ih. world loday.
It'l Ihe spl,11 01 IOcrillce 10' °
cou.. thClt II blSlSl" thCln your own
Ille. The caule olliberalion II big_
g.. than you, lIIe Clnd mine.

IMPERIALISM
Arabi must lInd solidar ity, Poor, poor
Atrica , our beloved home , lorn
asuP1(!er with tribal ccotnct and wiTh
The imperia list machinations pulI1ng
the brothe rsagainst each other. IrV'
ing To suck the b lood at ric h moTher
Alrico , Southern Alfica haVing all at
those p(ecious meta ls tha I Ame' ica
need. to compete in on atomic
age. Reagan must ha ve a rela tion·
ship WIth South AlriCO 10 g et those
pfeCiOOs metals. llul Reagan a lso
and Ihe Government ot AmeriCa
must control the Congo or Zaire
because there are pfec iousmetals
that the West needs. so they must
ke ep puppet governmenls in
powe r, puppet regimes in power,
b ut thev reckon withoul the soiidarl·
ty 01 the people and their willing",,"
to d ie to rid the earth at those who
oppose Ihe ir solidarity , It meal'll

thaI In a IhotI time the brothers In
Soulhern Alrlca, the I ll t"l, Ihe
family II golnSi to be I,eed. Bul
d on't think lhot freedom is wiThout a
price,

The sCriptufe soid b lood will be UP
to the ncese's bridle , Blood, b lood
'on in the dep th 01 Ihe Atlantic
Ocean, a hundred million ot uS lost
our livesaccording fO cooservanve
esr,mares. in the Mid dle Passage,
Millions at us have lost our liveSin
America . I can never fOrget. I was
born 10,emember. I wal born w ith
the criel 01 tho.. IClthers In my ear,
In the cells of my brain,. will n. .....
compromise, I wtll never bend my
kn" l and bow down to this wick
ed ."emy 01 au' people , 01 our
"''''.e. vcu will soon see . VOU will
soon see, there's a whole genero
lion out the re. Tha t God has ra ised
up, I know I'm looking at them, Born

wa rriors, born to give their nte for the
libera tion 01our people here and
around tha world , rhese WIll not be
used, lhese will not beod the ir knees,
these will not apologise 10 while
people.

So now, now thev are hurt because
they see Blacks in America . Palesli
"'0 1'1 5 and Arabs sillmg together.
They don't like that. they dan', li ke
that, They don', hke to see usand the
Chmese oP1(! the Japanese Silling
down, and the Vietnamese silling
down. " Wha Tyou silling down with
him tor?" When I came bock from
libya I was on C,B,S.. they won't put
me on anv more b roThe rs and
SIStefS. They have agreed, they have
agreed to photograph wtlot l say, to
record who" SOV buTIhev won·t put
it out in the pu b lic, I oin· t even war·
ried abouTiI, ' know who This is lor,
But boVlet me tell vou, I d idn't need
these lights and These cameros
berore and I don't need 'em now.
l et me te ll VOU something. The
camera con 'l make The Movement
and the corne-a can't Slap Ihe
Movement, all il can do is record
'he molion at il . But anything thaI
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VOU make . you break. I'm not vour
man. Thev d id eve rvthing they
could 10 try a nd break The llrother.
then when thev COUldn't get me 10
go along wilh thei r game. TheVsoid
I wa s manipulating the press, can
vcu ima g ine thai? When vou're
smori enough to out·think them, then
they SO Vyou're manipulating them .
Then vou should know that you mel
with God. There ne ver wa s a time
Ihat Blacks could manipulate VOU
but il we are manipulating VOu now
whe n vou used to do a ll the
manipulating, the<l VOU should know
Ihot a super ior power has interven
ed on our beho lt

Solld ar ityl Solidarity. Ihis is what we
wa nt. Solidarity among Muslims,
solidarity among Ihe Arab s, scucc
rity among the Asians, solidarity
among the oppreSied in CenlrOI
and South America. "Bul whol cboct

the Europeans?" Hoid O<l a minute.
I must sa y thi$tOmv lib yan b rothers
and sisters, you a ll a re too damn
quick to lorgel whal vour enemies
hove dane to VOU· I wooldn'l do thaI
ill were you. My Arab brothers, you
a'. 100 quick 10 lor\let whol Euro
pean power hal d one In Alrlca,
you should ne...er 10lflel becau..
the moment you 10lflei It w ill hap
pen all o...er ClSlCl ln Clnd th.y are
planning "SIhl now while we're
latking, 10 kill GClddall, to kill the
Arab movement, I see Europeans
slllmg down with you all . haVing tea .
Even I remember Omor MukTha r, I
remember wha t he and the oThers
went througt1, , can't sit down wilh
the Europeans and soy iT's all over
now just because VOUcoli me cern
rode. Vou',e no d amn corrvcoe. I
want to hear the lalk ot lustice. I
wont to hea' no damn comrad e
ta lk. veu can 't be mVcomrade unlll
tusuee comes, don'l call me cern
rode. g ive me jusnce. emply out
your collers that you have enriched
yoursell Irom sucking the blood 01
Africa . then call me comrade. then
call me brother, but unti l you do,
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mlo bondage by Ql.<r own rom ily, bul
we beco me mo s'er in Ihe lond . b UI
we we,e sold as sla ves a nd 0 1' Ihe
o ther bro th",s I'IOd 10 come by UI
Now I dorf l cere whol you do in Ihe
M ,ddle EOSl . ,1'1 Asoo. in A"'iCC. in
Conlrol one! Soulh Am",ICO. unless
Ihe bfOll'\e< and SISie.- in AmefICC rose
up one! oeol wdh th IS g,o 'esque
bees! he,e. your lree<lOm the.-e
means f\()tf'M ng Hea' me _ II. Now
If 11'Io' " II"", Ond d OS• .....1'1 YOU a ll
l. " e n yOU en should he lp us
eeeecse _ or. on the IIOnguord 01
the I lluggle I'm ClOsIng now

Less thOn 6 ",,"oon Jews ore so SIlang
one! you hove 10 admIre th~s abOUl
Ihem. 'he y'r e Silang Ihey a re
OI"QOI'l.se<l . e.cee<!lnglV ,n lelilgenl
and monlpulof,ve Oh yes ,ndeed
look who! r m tryln.g 10 soy IS both
the Oemocrol one! the Republ ICan
POr!Y bows 10 !hel' power o ne! thIS
gov",nment will make no policy
toward lS/oel IhO! w,ll o loe nale 6
molhon Je...-s. Are you IIslenin.g lllock
people These Ole ou, ","00 bfOll\e.-'S
a nd OUf Afroeo n bfotnors one! SIsterS.
Ihey w ile' eeeecee 01 Ame' ic a 's
lore ,g n POl'Cy . The whole BlOCk
world , " Th" d world "'sullers because
o f poliCies mod" "ghl here in
Wa shIng ton, O.C , Yes suppose we
b eco me solid . sup pose we began
10 use our lI"mond ous p urchasing
power 01 nearly 190 txmon d o llars
a nd li m od il inward so Iho ' 01 recst
11'101money would clrcula le among
ourselves Ih,ee 01" lour I,mes eeteee
0' goes oul 01 our commun,ty , Sup
pose we re<»gn,se whol il means 10
be poh" COIIy malu.e o ne! eccec
mICa lly wong Hey. then we cou ld
PUt so m UCh t:M'lI!I'SIUfe on II'I"~,,.

m e l'll , we could change l he"
POllCtM!O*OId Southern ""'ICO, we
could c hange Ihe POllCtM Iowords
the M odel'" fost. _ Could make !he
gove<n"","1 hove on """'" I'IOnded
polocy '" the M oddle EOSI You con'l
make"",," by IOlk " We II'Ilnll lhal
you a ll oughl 10 be more even
I'IQndod ono mor-emorol. ~ Well, you
m oghl os wei get your hondkerchoel
ono go on 10 SOn f ,OI'lCOICO, honey
ThOI's the wOol you lOok bulllSter Ihe
only woY A""" ,CO woll bow IS " she
sees Ie'l8foge. {JOwer o ne! l!Ie<e il
power ,1'1 Block Am",1CC one!lhaf s
why they wonled 10 desllov Jesse .
!hIS IS why !hey won ted 10 use f a,·
,Okhan'Swords 10 embar' oss Jesse ,
because./es$<e wasmak'n.g°bid lor
real pohl ,COl powef II'l Ih os counlfy
a nd lhoselhOl have 'I don' l wu nttc
g Ive il up . Yo u gollhe pctenncttc
SlOp Ihis beasl ',om he. beostia li ty
and a ll 01 m y brolhers ,n Africa, Asia,
C enlrol a nd SOulh Americ a who
recognise 'he volutl 01 ussilting righl
in Ihe m idsl o f Ihe dragon, you
oug hl lO soy lhose OrO our bro l hers
and sis'ers. Ilhink we oug hl lo he lp..m

I c a n ', trust your comrod esh'p. I
c e nt Irusl yOur p hony o nem p , at
sohdOllly. BUI you need alliances,
we sland a beller c hance being
a llied omang a ll those 11'101 I'IOve
been b ,nen by !I'Ie $Orne dog

I know" hum bul hell Ie! me le ll you
somethon.g obouI thIS hllle bfolher
You know I oon'l c o r. ObOUl p leas
,ng you, " I I'IOve to bfodle m y
1OnO..... f rom "'" l Im e I wos a lonle
boy.my~ oIwoystold me. son.
b lesS he< hllle heart. IeII !I'Ie IIulh
When I mel Ihe HonouIobIe EIOlOh
Muhammod tholl'y y.."s 090. he
...."....,.. bfldled my tongue. he sold as
long as lI 's Ih& trvII'I . "'" II SO notu'oI
Iy """"" I hool<ed up WIth I:/evetend
Jackson. !hey dOn"! unde<slOnd a
bfal!le< hke me 'eecse you see I
c o n ' l shul my moulh lot some
pctmcct conS>de<Ohon . I galIO lell
!he IIuth 'couse r m not 'unnlng lot
no oltlce The.,.....-ny os !he enemy
as long as you got !he ieve<age and
!he power. 11&'11 bow, "'" m omenl
you tur n you' bock on thol e nemy
and gIve up rhe powe' Ihol keeps
h,m on Cnack. h.fli c ome ogomsl
yo u OgClln a nd " yOu doubl who l l
so y. you WIll I,ve 10 rue ree conse
quenc e 01 your neglecl 01h,slo,y_
You c a n Call me a ho 'er.1 yOUwon'.
I' m 1'101 a I'Ioler , I' m a prucncc t
'eac her a nd wctcne r a ' h lslory a nd
I know tho r you don 'I Changoe, I know
you' octu-e. I know your lalhe" I
know rhe IholJghl wtl<:tn 'I en'e<Syour
b ro .n belore II forms because God
has gIven us Ihol knowledgoe 01 you
SO no moll", how sw~ you Iolk. I
IISlen, bul I w,1I t18'18f I!lInk '1'101you
a re a fr,end. not unlll YOU do "'"
!hlng thol mokes you a frIend o ne!
no good 'oJII'OId makes you a Inene!
01 ours. Because lhoI's a ll _ '...,
Deeri heolln.g from YOU. a ll Ihese-_..

NOH-WHlTIISM
Slop a ll 11'I 1$ sl,,"",n.g and 'iJ'''""'n.g
up '" !he soce 01 VOUI 0PeI'l enemy
etA IIout and you IIock ooomero and
men.~ o*oy (rom rout $lOVe
mas"" '1 c fNdten And II you wonl a
good womon. IIOck man. go get
IhaI Block wamon o ne! PUI lief on
YOU' o,ms One! hOld 11'Io' lllock
woman.IlI'I lnll ,rs l Im e 11'Io' _ end
a ll IhlS The Q u ' o n sa YS .. A ll
mank'nd. $Uf'e 'y we hOve crea'ed
you 110m a mole one! a lemale o ne!
mode YOU frlbeS and IamilleS 11'101
you may know eac h olhe, ," We
were erecte d in l O I llbes and
lo mlhes b ullhe I" be musl become
Ihe lo m ily. rhe rllbe must become
rhe na han and 'he ncnon m usl
reach cct coc 'Ofm one World, lhafl;
where we" e heoded o ne! you know
somel hing, when YOU reac h rho l
poii'll 01Ol/m'Iy . 1m ust soy rhiS10 Ihe
Ara bs, !he Jews a re gonno help gel
YOU logerher , and once you ge' ,1'1
neor p 'o . ,m ,ty 10 each Olhe.- you
gonna bond 'couse you nalu,olly
belong 10 one onotl'l"'_ You must
bOnd. o ne! isroel a s a common
_my " gonno force Ara bs 10
c ome closer and when you gel 10 a
c erto'" t:M'o,,,,,,,ty 01 each QItler. a

new 10rce w,lI lok" p lace and rho '
fo rce is coiled o ll,ni ly and yo u will
bec ome 50hd a nd you..,; 11 become
a new e nl lty and Ihen when we
become a new enl'ty here . 0\)'

bfOlllefs 000 slste" in een" a l a nd
Soulh A" ICC beCome a new e n"ly
Ihe,e. then we reach OUI here 10
l!Ie<e 10 Ihe COllbbeon, 10 AfriCa. 10
the M ,Od le fosl. 10 "'" For Eo sl and
you know what I'IOppens unde< aftt
n lly. when !he cells beQln 10 m ull>.
ply !hey a ll look o l,k". they a ll do 0
.,m olO, -...or.. bul 01 0 cerIa,n POOl'll
on !hew O~heiQpmenl. they begIn 10
specool"" and then you w,ll notICe
Cells. 10k . thO! ore gonno be the
I,ssue lor the bfoon. hove come "om
a ll coorts 01 the body con Iorm the
cells thOI/Qrm "'" bfoln Ond """"
tl'Ier !love that kind of al'fInlty tl'Ier
cast out tl'Ie _ that does not
b . I0"9_

See when _ slorl c om....., IOgeIIlef
rom oly . YOU know we 're Iom ,'y. you
can lee' ,1. 1c on'l see YOU because
oI lhe broghlness 01 the hg h ts b ul l
can look oul rhe f" o ne! sense Iho '
vou ond l oon', leel lhese d 'vlslo ns
10n,g h1. w" feell,ko lom,ly Ionighl .
IS Ihol lIght"' We fee l 11ke lomlly
to n,ghl, 's lnal "gh l? Now - nome
everyone else ttict ha s 'ha l some
k,nsh,p w lrh US ond s'rugg le, Ihere 's
on o llm,ty rhere a nd a ll we oe iscost
outrt-e one who is me opponenl 0 '
our sohd o r,ty a nd Ihon wi 'h au'
global sol lda"ly we have lound rhe
key, !he key '0 onsure ou' su'vivol
The Po lesl ,,,,o n c ause. ee Arob
cccse. the c o use 01 our bfolhers ,n
Soulhern AI" CO."s""s. lI'Ie ccvse 01
those who w ile' on Asto, on !he Isles
oI lhe Poc,loe. ,1'1 Conllol o ne! Sou!h
......encc . Iho t l"UfJfJ~ ,s one
Skl.IfJOIe. d ISour IIfu09Ie on orlO!lleo
level '" onolher ploce. on 01'lOlller
l Ime a nd und.r o ther c "cum·
Slone", bul d " rea lly ono Ilr..,ggle.
and 50 belOved leI's look beyond
o ne! 'each beyond ourselves. hrst
reach lor yourselves. !hen ,each
beyond YOUIsot/Yei. but when you
One! I come onlo c loseness WIth
ol!le<s, oon'l coalesce WIth olho<s
hom 0 pm.11()I'l 01 weakness. lest
your S/l'ug gle be Co>QPleO one! you
eeeeeee It'e" slluggle . We a re not
10 be \IseO by a nyone who IS SIIug.
glon.g In !I'Ie world. we ore nol 10 be
used. we won' o lh",s on the 'oJII'OI ld 10
know d you thonk lIke lI'Ios. '"Weil lhase
Negroes in ""-ICC, they're naIto,n.g
so we 'l l use rhem 10 br ing dawn Ihe
m ighty ones, Ihe n we ' ll go free . You
d on 'l have 10 worry aboul Ihem,
because Ihey are o nomo ls. Ihey
d on't ha ve a IIg hl 10 e"s1." ' f you
Ihink like Ihal, 11 you Ih ink hke Ihol
secrelly. Allah w,1I g er ,id 01 you
beca use Ihese peop le m AmeriCa
a re vO/Y spec ia l. , wonllhe WOfld 10
know be~ved rhor lhev po, lIe i.
paled - we I'IOd A'" c o ns, some
Ara b s, some Jews. some Eu,opeans
One! A"",, 'con, Ihol PUt us in !hIS
cond,ll()I'l , They partlClpoled on Ihe
WORI holoCausl In human h 'Slory
Wad, wo".WOII. wod.l,*"," because
_ hove been bfoughl lo nothIng.
we 0'" IIk.JOseph on "'" B'b1e , SOld

"

1, Peace be upon yOU
2. Praye.

3 Ho ly - 0'



Zimbabwe: Problems and
Prospects of Socialist
Development

An addla.. gi.en b, Dr UIhe.oltunz••t II'M1 Unin,s!t, of
Zim beb_ on 31 Jul, 1Hl, fhis pepet" h l9hl!vht. the p"ob6em of
• llbeflled counlry Ind the d. ...... of n11llon11 c on","l lons.
Dr U, l'MIwolIun:. WI' Mini ster 01 Halllh in MUogIbe's~IWI and
Is p"" .nll, the M lni sl M o f Home AtI.....

Com,adel. ' ''''ndl. IoO,e. e nd--
I om .-..y pIeosed to~ been ....
VtI8d 10OI$CUSl Z......t>obwe ...1Il yOU
III comIng "... m.. ewowng I om
remnded (II my Own utWeflltV days
a nd how ,' WOI am'ds' Ihe
oeodemoe WOIII ol _ "",,,!COl
oehoollhat my POl'''<:QI (IwOfenesi

"*0' Ios,,"~ In !hose""'" I and my
. Iudenl '.." ndl "' . ' . al ready
becomIng aware 01 _ onequOhl'leS
Ihal ..,."ted boII'I on Z""bobwe 0,"",
OlIO In SooJm Allocd . Af ItIe some
I,me , _ reeoon,le(l our~hon 01
relahve Pi'IVlIeQe a od _e guilt" y
(ond not $0 gUIII"y) enlOVlnO the
good I,,.. We reohle(l ItIol 10< uS
there WOI 0 enoree . We cou ld WOi'k
lowardl qual, l,eahanl ond the oc
vancement 0 1 Our own pai lllon Of
we could (lllee' our thoughTs one
mould QI,j, OIl"ude. Ioweno. 0 more
OUlt"." way 01 hie, w,th 0 more
cmuunc WI' ot 900'1. WhOle ve . ttl"
d ec 'i1on. os Iludenl1. II WOI one
wh,c h ...., could pon(Sef 0 1 leISY'.
ofte. Clow.es, We could SlJppot1
O<Imo"." o loonl . e!\QClQe on debote.
'"Cleo"" 0Uf loeluol ' ep&ffQI•e. buI
d e lav Ihe d e Cli lo n '0 ' 10 10 1
comm,_

Aile< QfQ(lUOlloon tt>e<e c:onllnued 10
be an appole<ll choie" The.oIe ol
o I)o"q;y docIol'. sc:>endong h IS !>me
m ln"tetong 10~ being called
oul 01 a ll houts, was one ...noch
could p , ovlda a ralolovaly
ooequoJe ohbl !!'Ie lock 01~Icomm"_ COUld be IOhOnOIISe(I
away os."". 10!he "'QIIf'll dlnl .... lds
0I1tle iOtI: and ... be'" een 1tle good
lIIe conl,nue<!

RfCOHC LlA1104\l
I I'Ieed no! (lMCllbe the morch 01
poI"lCol _ 1$ 01 the 1Q&la, 196(b
and early 1970s Sulf>ca ll lO lOy IhoI
the ralenl~ geed 01 ompeflohsm
In Z,mbob _ knew no bounds The
sutlerlng o ' Iha mosse, w a s
d is<egorded, 'gno<ed Ond oggra
VOled by lhe blu'o ll ly oI lhose who
wera lI'Iam selvas viCl,msoIl1'1e closs
slruggla. The syslem or co lonialism
a nd imperlohsm WOI one jn ",hic h
p ious sad ism ,Ioullshed , AS Irn»e or
Our leodars ",ho tim id ly asked for a
p lole 01 'he h ig h tobia, rOf a sma ll
shora in IhaonOllUl" ha stale , were
bonned , Imprisoned Of SImply 'd is
appeared', Ihe slruggle tor bosic
rig hts took on 0 mora cccte d ,men·
$ion. In de"""OIlQ1'1the leaders lu<n·
ed 10a rmed ,lfuggla .W,II'I the com
m llmenl 10 a rmed slfugg1a. there
was no IOnge< ally loom tor eeeee

At the moment resol'«! no..owed
tNt I"Ofllon - 10 Perm" 01 only one
'lfesIVIe - 0 I'" d llecl<ed solely to
VICIory

Duling the yeotS 01 lI'Ia wa. ~e
was g reolunonlmlly 01 optmon _ in
teet, one COUld say rhere was no
sustained d<sageemenl.We sho.ed
a common enemy a nd as blolhers
we rooghl lor equohly. and many.
many dIed lor Ihls. II con be sai d
Ihol wa .ava llad ogOinsl our
oppressors and parllCipaled in Ihe
revo lulion. Wa wara Ihe revolulion
We we.e very c lear In our Ih inl< ing :
c onlfOdiClions wer" ,esolved

tI wo. os " vo!u l lonar!es that " a
come to L_alMol", tI WOll thef.
that w. ..... oulld 10 RGmbW ou,
.-pulotton, bo...:l on ocllon. nol
words, 'Of ow h' l ldom.

Wl'Ien au' P.asld""1 Com.ade
Mugobe oMlld. 01 Pr..... M'''IS'er.
\01 'econc'llQIlQI'I. he 'Il'OI acknow·
IedgIng. o mongst oIt>&< II'I IftgS. IhOI
au' 'orm". loe. " OW requll e d
hbelallng~ ua. WIt UI"lOer.
IIOOd IhoI not or>Iy our Jo<mer
....,..".... tlul 011oOUI own"""""""' ..
q u..'" educotIng on or"", IhoIIhey
ChOose equo"'y IOIhef II'Ion pay lip
se<YICe 10" W!'leI'lthe gun was PUI
10 rest. !he doologull was ........... fof
many 01 ua. 11'I1$ dlOl(Jgue OppecJlS
repe"llve. It «lUnclOIes SIOle,."..".,b
IhoT Ofe _ II known to us, ""'
become ompobenl \01 more overt
chonge. 8uI_ fTlUSl 'etnolmbellhoT
lor masl or our number. who hove
been dan,ed OCC,," to tlOol<s,
occeu 10 genuIne knowledge 0I111e
meanIng and wort" ngs 04 SOCialism
III(Il lI'Iis IS a new unchorted lerri!Ofy
How d,d Ihe suifQr1 ln S/'IoI<&SpeO.e'S
play c l'loo", wh" n laced wllh lI'Ie
mree c askets? Which ccmcjnec lI'Ie
.eword? WOI II lhe golden co sk,,',
Ihe . ilve, one, or 11'I01 wh ic h was
made 01 l&Od?

SOClAUSM
Whol. men, II soclOhsm? I. Ih<:tr" a
SIngle de'In,I IQI'I? Is~e a single
poIh 10 ," AI ...noch ifOge .. d ccn......
ed1 We do koow IhoT lOCIOlism G not
_ 1Io.a copolOllSff\ Wellora CCJPIIOI-

,sm 1$ Ihe be.WI> ola" l poIefnohsm
whereby 0 0Qrt>0I"I 01 Ihe ptivlleg
ed's weolll'l " doled oul \01 fr.,.,
schools. "_ heolll'l , good 'oods.
Iow-e<»l housong . SUb$od,se(l Iood,
OI'ldthe pool ore proleded /10m IIIe
W0 1S1 " . c&UeS 01 pov"rtv. prOVioe<:l
11I(I1the number. 0I1I'Ie ...... presenl
POOl a'" not too greal, and prOVid
ed lho l economiC po_r remains
en en l'a lly concenl.ated in Ihe
some ha nds a i berOfe. AI a certa in
sloge m e giving i lop$ to p.ol8<=1 me
goose Ihalloys m e golden eg g

Sinc. Ind.pendenc. It ho, open'
Iy b••n acknowl.dg.d Ihol
a lthoug h _ may be pollflcolly
fI.. - and ....en thill, doubtful
be<:au.. of th. Loncosl.. Mou..
Ag._1 _ w. _ 1111I not
. conom ic a ily I,••, l and, ro w
mol&llOl. Ond tnduslf'y or" substoll
Ioa lly In QlI"ol" hondi . oll"n
dllac..., trom ablOOd '" will be
iI1000n IQIeI .. "'II d"'CUaOOl'1, oI Z.......
boC • • '. ""'"'" leQ(l,ng monuloc
lUling c ompan,,,. , !'we ,,,,, a re
\oIerg<'I awned, osor. a molOl'dY at
the commerc lQl bonk• . The same 01
essen'lOlIy l1u. 04 ....nlng a nd
OO'ocullut. In Ihese~ mul!>
nal,ona... who. " nomes are
housenold WOlds. hove (le.eloped
on OCtoPuS-hk" power h 'therto
unrflPOl"l$lWl lO OIly control or even
10 !he ...". 01 !he _ In au.
l lle!>me. toad, orl 0I'ld oth&I mo<etolS
""..., become PQWeffUI • e :lPOJ'lS in
the hand. 04 the polollCOl \oIces
oII"n operat,ng behlnd lhe scenes
to pr.......1SOClOhil cl'lOnge, ",,!houl
apP&OII"g to be d"ecIly Involved
fof lh&se .easons ~ IS IfTlP8I(I1iIfe 11IOI
lI'Ie la nd and lI'Ie nallQl'l's natural
resou.ces OI'ld lnduslries should be
predom,nonlly under publoc conlfol
a nd scrullnY. II Ii opDOreni Ihol ulll·
mOlely Ih" i1ruggle lor SOCiali sm In
Zimbobwe cannOI be di\forced from
11I(I1 in o lh"r c ounlries. We need 10
be a wa'e o r, and constonlly on au'
guard oga,n. l. Ih" dangers 01
Illbolosm, InCiplen! COllypl ,o n,
destoDiI,sallQl'l and lou or purpose
!hoi may be lOslered by the....,.."les
oI Z,mbot>we

WIt know 11'I01 soclQ l,wn IS cone&lll
ed ",'11'I eQuohly land not """ely



equality 01 Oppofluruty), brOlher·
hood and freedom,

Whal Ih."" is Ihe prereq ulsile fOf
sOCialism In ZImbabwe? II is agree·
me'll to have socialism. We d o not
require the ogreemenl a1111e neo
colon ialist rcrces tor ltl is, bul the
essenncr agreement Is l hal a t the
maSseli of Zimbabwe , Our over·
whelm ing problem In Zimbabwe is
how to oehleVe 1I1iS agreemenl. Our
people. who have fleorly a cenlury
of opprenlon and humilialoOfl 10
recover from. are hm id. are al rald
10 relinquish the baurgeols mOTeliol
enecn which Ihey have . Ifl mcnv
coses these pos,euiofls ore
pothetic bils and p Ieces poinlully
ccueciec over a hlehme 01 hard
Ship As Ihe new ZImba bwea n
begins to streIch his limb, wll h new
lcund ceeueeece he does nol 'leI
appear 10 be ready 10 ma ke
sac"liCas Whefl he consoders himselt
to have so 1i11le . The emergIng Zim·
bcbweon is afl ea ,y prey 10 l he
torces at capital ism , 01 nee
colOfllohsm The d lall tHKat. POliCY
al lhe form.. racld t eglm. wos to
eJtc lud. us trom lra lnlng In _ n_
tialskilis. and th is lac k of Iraln..ct
manpa wer has added ta o ur
v uln.rability. We have seen II lake
ils to ll onlhe Atrico n cOl1l inent We
may well ask ourselves, wha t has
IneTependence cere 10( some 01 our
bre1l1,en 011 thIS contIne'll who seem
10 ha ve beefl melimer ised b y
we llare capllalism? Has lhe eec
colonial id e olo g y ushered In
equality a"CI a lo ire ' WOfld?

EXPERIENCE
We In ZImbabwe a re IOflunale In
tha t we hove al read y chosen 10
deve lop solida rity wilh afld sec ure
csnstonce Irom sccicnet countries
throug houl l he world. and we a re
able to leam tram lheil e'perience
01 sociahsm ,lretching o ver
decades, We know from such e.per·
le nc e Ihot mass ecruccnon, on
whic h Our govemmenl has righUy
p lacea emphmis. can lacihlole
sociolisl awareness. Hete l he moss
mecno can playa powertul porI in
10stering kflOwledge, awaleness, a
sense 01 sol idar ity and questioning
01 1I1e outmoded insloluloons and
values Those who pr esume 10
ecucoie l he publiC should be ii'll'
bued with a sense of respQflsibllity
10 the pubuc. Here the governme'll
ha s made a Slort in Ireelng 1l1e press
Irom Saulh AtricOn contro l a fl eT
establishinglhe maSS media lruSl

SimIlarly, the govermenl has maeTe
a uselul. it moclast. sto" in ef'lCourag.
ing worke, po, ticipotiOn in ind ustry
afld in estab lishing co-ope,aloves
afld collectIve farm ing. Bonks and
finance COrpofalions should be suI).
jec led 10 greoler p ublic !Crul"'y
and conlrol _ a lready 1M gavefl'
me'll has a majority sharehold lng In
one bo nk and a 40 per cent
sharehold",g in anolher bank in
ZImbabwe. Public flflanc iflg should
be c ncecctensed by ° lully
ceveroped , yste m 01 p ublic

occoufltabihty. The labour move·
me'll lihould be seen 10 be in
cmcnce w il h lhe governme'll , The
Party , ho uld aCI as ,nlermed ,a ry
betw een Ihe mosses a nd the
govemmem, Ind iVIdual members 01
porfiamenlond senolors shou ld re·
moin in consla fll touch wilh the
people. SO lhal l he permo nefll
block mojority in porliamenl en·
sur es Ihe momef'llum towc ro s
soc ialism

In lhe end our prospec ts d epend
upon our choices, No, flOt our , yout
choices. The lul ure of our country
and 01 Our advance to soclohsm
depeflds UPQfl the commilment Ihol
eac h ofle 01 you makes 10 conquer
Ihe enemy, g reed afld Ignoraflce ,
You hove a eTuty to enhance your
OWfl self-awareness. to recogn ise
your duty to work with , a longsIde
afld lhrough our Party 10 reach lhe
people at ZImbabwe sa lhal , wilh
the ir eflli g hleflment, w e can
achieve lhol lor whic h we have
fou ghl

TRAN SlnONAL PHASE
Let me now as a pcunccr-sc.eonst
toke a calm and cold look 01 Our
beautllul counlly - Zimbabwe. I
bel ieve we are going through a no 
uonct democratic revo lul ion
whereby socIety and its IflSlll ut,ans
hove to be oemoer01iseet. 11 is°lion·
,itiOflo l phose 10 socialism and lhe
guiding principles are social ist Our
Prime Mifllsler has mcce it ciecr ltlal
we env isage a socrcust soc ie ty in
l he final aflOlysis. LeI us, however.
rem ind ourselves how early in Ihe
process 01 dehning a flew Zim·
babwe the preseflt mamenl is. afla
let 1I11s serve 100 ali a wa rning lho l
humihty o nd c ccnon are in order In
commenl ing Ofl such a Situalion,
Where then do we begin on OflOlysi,
01 'p roblems and prospects at
scc tcust development in Z,m ·
babwe'?

ObviOUSly, In trying 10 make on
analysisol socialist development in
Zimbabwe much will depefld upon
our read ing at 1I1e charocler 01
ZANU (PFj , of lhe closs forces wh ic h
il repre,enn. a"CI 01 1I1e kind 01
polihcs afld ideology wh ich il has
come 10 embody _ 01 how we ll. In
short, ZANU (PF) inell really has
'Ieoml in enoieencs. Such a read ing
ISno ve'y straightforward e.erc ise ,
however. The eVldeflce is Slippery
and ee scope tor diMerence 01
opinion and of emp hali<S vast For
th iS 1&(I_on. there may be some
POI'l l in b raekehng temporaril y me
ZANU (PF) question m orde, to look
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at the actual le"alf'l lor manoeuvre
which confron ts our government. 11
ili, In any c ase, a way 01 polilng 1I1e
issue from which sCIentIfIC SOCial ists
ecn hope to learn.

t enin' s enforced reversIon to the
new ecc nomrc policy. Mo o's eorly
posl·1948 dalliance with Chino's
'nalioool capitalists', suggesl thaI in
Ihe 1,0nsl t;on 10 SOCIalism, lhe
shorlesl dislonce belween two
points is nol fle<;essaflly a slrOlghl
line. lhat hurried and unprogramm·
ed c ha nge can sometImes be as
dangerousas goiflg too slaw. Wha t
of 1I1e Zimbabwea n case in 1I11s
regard?

Cerlalnly, l he inheflled tencm is tor·
m lda bly congested a"CI lhe neea
for tccncct dexte"y polent. A good
Slorlif'lg POIf'lI would be to remind
ourse lves thOl Zimbabwe possesses
a notably d epeflde nl capitalist
economy. It is well endowed WIth
rmnercts . wil h gold ctrncst me
country's lo rgesl lore ign e. c ha flge
earner. while on the agricultura l
SId e, ali much as one-hoi! 01 Zlm·
babwe's ogrlcu llurol production is
exporled . COfllflbuling a th ird or
more 01 lor",gn exchonge eorflings
Nonethe less. 1I1 is neue an economy
where a quite highly developed
manufacturinglieclor occouois lor
about a quarler 01g ross domeslic
product

FOREIGN INVESTMENTS
Despite Suc h d lversil ic a ti o n,
however, concentronco 01 owner·
ship ofld a ve,y high deg ree 01
e>le",o l control hos remoined o ne
at the ecOflOmy's two mosl c nsfmc
live c norcctensncs: 1I1e other being
Ihe lOCI thOl b lack Zimbabweans
ore eSli mOled 10 COfllfOl no. mare
l han 12 per c eflt 01 the p roduc tIve
capaCity 01 the ecoflOmyl Thu s,
domesl ic cap ita l - in og'iculture,
lighl indu ' lfy, comme rce afld ser
vic es - me rely fills gaps in on
economy in wh ic h 1.6 per cenl 01
monulacluflng tirms produce 68 per
cent 01 lo ta l oulput a"CI where , 01
Ihe counl ry's l itfeen leading p rahl .
makIng componleli , twelve o 'e
foreIgn owned (as are 1I1ree baflksj,
in w hic h mining p roduc l lo n IS
ctencst en tire ly domlfloled b y
tore ign Ilrms (88 per cera 01 jobs a"CI
95 per ceotct outputl, and in w h,c h,
evefl in ogricullure. perhOPS 0_
much as Ihree-quarters 01 pro1i!s
ccceue to e"'er"Olly owned p la nta·
hans and estates

A nu mber 01 very large componles
control key sectors - Turne' and
Newell (asbeslos), UniOfI Carb ide
(chrome) . LOrlrho (m in ing ofld
monulaclu'ing). Delta (Sou1l1 Alric an
brewenen -, whiie 1I1e South Atrlc an
gIant Ang lo-Americ a n. whic h Is in
mining (nickel , copper , coo l), I,on
and steel, a gr ic ullure (H ippo Valley
lor suga' , Ma l ee Esta te lor citrus] .
and mIlling, and whic h has one or
more d ireclors on eighty·lwo d ,l·
lerenl companies, has spread ilsell
rlghl cc-ess Ihe eeonomy



Of course, these turnscnrncst all rely
on migrant and lo w wa ge labour
and have a lmost all been mvervee
in high levels of remlnonce of
repalrialed prof itsand dlvidends 
two things any sociallsl governmenl
can be eXP8'Cted to b rid le c t The
big q uestion is: can the possession
of bargain ing counters b y the Z,m
bobwean bourgeoIsIe make private
capital relaHvel y immu ne trom
radIcal gavemment action? This re·
mains to be <ea n as no one knows
wha t lies in ttie womb at l ime

SOme econormsu say that il is hard
to tind a sce-scncrcn AfrIcan exam
p ie comporable to the Zimbabwe
case, In whic h lhe role of foreign
11lVe51ments ha sbeen so long estab
lished, so d eeply Infegral&d info lhe
sector producrng e e b ulk of the ouf
put. so sfrongl y jntercc onecied wIth
local capital, and in consequence
probab ly as d ilficulf fa foresee be
ing q uickly altered ThiSis lhe major
problem In fhe wa y of socialist
deve lopmenl In Zimbabwe , Thaf is
why the stalement In lhe lANU [PF)
e lectora l manifesto musl e lic it
objecllve sympalhy, I quofe: 'One ol
the . xl. flng pracllcal realltl• • I.
the capltollst syst..... which connot
be tranllormed overnight· and the
atfendont lormulotlon !hot ·prI...ot.
. nt. rprls. will ho.... to contlnu.
until clrcum.lanc• • 0,. ripe lor
IOclalisl chang.'. Thes. 'c lrcum
stene• • ' 0" lh. probl.m. In
.oclalist d . ... . lopm.nt In
Zimbabw• .

It might be lempling, were il nol tor
lhe ctrcurnssonces which are net yef
npe, to p resenl as some mo terio l
oppro xima l ion to socialism the
substcnnct state sector which d oes
exist _ ma rketing bocrcs. erect u
city, railways, a irline, pests and
ieteccmmursconcns. on industria l
d evelop ment corporation. all these
together accounting lor one- third of
lhe counlr.,..s lotal economic activity
- and the quite diverse assortment
of c vcnceie state conner - over
p rices, Imports, tore ign exchange,
new projects . This is on overt pros
pect In secronst deveiapment In
Zimbabwe ,

It. however, goes without saying that
In lhls ncttonct democrcttc revoju
Honory phose !l>rwOfd _looking
people ull imaTely would be muc h
more comlortoble wllh a produc llon
ponern whic h, even at the mini
mum, serviced lh e 'basic need$' 01
the population In ways thaI 'market
fo rces' are never likely to d o. There
must. therefore. be a dvococy lor the
movemenl from polilicol ta 'econo
mic independ ence '. Th is would
c reate 'ripe circumstances ' lor Ihe
ccnjrcuec natlonaliSolion 01 certain
instilutKx1s. esteooed conl1"01 over in
dustry and mining and siglllticant
regulation 0/ pr ivate sector Invesl
ment d ecisions, In addition, Ihis
would widen fhe scope fQf the
estab lishment 01 worl<ers' ccmectln
a ll economic sectors. Again, the
problem ollhe lerraln being whaf il

is. no p rec ip itate or unconSIdered
measures woul d lollow tram this
opprOOCh. The generalthrusl must.
nevertheless, be generoted and sus
tained . Ma lorlty shareholding must
remain inside the country and pro
jec ts re_invested .

R_ rt MugeIN mHUng Laid Ce" lnglon.
MinIster 01 f oreign 411. 1.., du,I"lI Ihe
L. n.,..I.r 110u• • I>01I0l lot ions.

LAND QUESTIOtt
The second conditioning ioctcr in
Zimbabwe 's political economy is
the land que.tion, source of much
01 the heat behind the country's
revolutionary thrusl over the years
and new a polic y area 01 consid er·
a ble challenge to OUr govemmenl.
11 p rovidesa compell ing argumenl
for Slructured chonoa, The problem
is lhe gri p on producli ve agrl
cu llural land by lhe privale sector
as a lund amental rec tor in o eter
mining the sho pe of such land
retorm Initia tives as are li kely 10 be
forthcoming, Qneol lhe problems In
socialist develop menl vis-o:viS the
land question Is the compromise we
made during the Lancaster House
conference, 01 Bril ish cnctcte. to
accept the entrenchment (enec
livel y for ten years), In the consu
tution 'S Declaration of Rights, of a
stringent section on 'Ireedom 01
depnvcttcn of property·. The impli
cations of ItlIS can be summailled
as fo llows.

Compulsory acquisition can only
take p iace when iI is lor lh e 'publiC
eerenr or 'In lhe case at underul ilis
ad land. selllement iand Ioragricul
Iurol purposes'. Acquisllion can on fy
be la wful provided lhe re IS'prompl
paymenl of a dequate compenso
tion ', remille d abroad 'with in
reasonable lime'. The prOVISIOfl$ are
jusl,l ioble and thus the supreme
court could hove a vilal role 10 ploy
Much is iett 10 lhe jud ges, Since
lhere 15 nO delinilion 01 underutllis
ed land, adequate compensotlon
or prompl payment. In short. the
IlriHsh. with this section in Ihe
constilut,on, have tried 10 corner the
new Zimbabwe govem menl a nd
thus control the pcrtem 01 SOCloiist
develop ment in Zimbabwe even
more elfecllve fy thanlhey cornered
some of rheir lormer colonies.

Thlscan be seen o. a compromise
thai cost u. th. pac. ot soclall.t
odvanc• . Thi. carrl•• the dang. ..
which, Ill. .. dramotic thon short·
t.rm econom ic crl.... ore perhaps
even more ..rlou. In the long..
run. For there Is the very recr
possibi lily 01becom ing trapped On
the terrain of shari-te rm ccrcercucn.
cucumstonces never quite so ripe
far socrcust change as to moke
reeuscuen of such c hange a
stroightforward exerc ise

RISKS
Then, with powertul lorces a cting
quire sell-conSCiously 10 re inlorce
pragmallsmand caution , long-term
goalsof Iranslormalion may, withoul
ever being q uite ripe, merely wither
on the vine . I have been told lhat a
transition to social ism is never risk
free . Th. d.n••, [and mo.1
IUCcesl!l.ll) of ,.volutfonarles hov.
been those who ha.... pushed
car.tully bUt creall....ly 01 the
morvin 01 rln , .xpcmdlng thol
morvin and Increall"lll'Y contrOll
Ing it. ThiS round 01 Zimbabwean
revolulion Ismuch more fraughl with
comp ie. ily lhan the a rmed sl1"uggle
which precededIt.

No r a re the Zimbabwe govern
menr s calculations wilh refe rence
fo lhls com plexity being made In a
vacuum. Bourgeois commenloto(1
summa rise the olher side 01 the Zim
babwean Coin by fol king of a possi_
ble 'c risis 01 e. peclalions '. This Is not
a conl1"odlction whiCh IS eOSIly
resolv&d, Vet even II some greate r
risk Is Ilke fy to be envisa ged In
meerlng some of the gools like free
schooling . free heollh services.
more and better paid jobs, social
securily, erc. _ problems in socialist
development In Zimbabwe stiil e .
tst . lo r, vie we d from ano ther
perspective. such expeerotlonsare
real cl ass demands. coming Irom
lhasa exp loiled Cla sses in Zimbab
wean society who not only wish 10
red ress their hlStQfiC Situation 01
depr iva llon b ut who a lso have
every reason In so d oing 10 see the
settlers a nd Ihe muilinatioflOls as
the ir class enem ies, Moreo...... it I.
p.eclsely In th. cloll connlctual
l'lOIu,. of moss demands thot there
ll• • th. possibil ity 01 woril.... and
p.a.anl. coming 10 ••• In
soclalllll'l a brood.. lOIutlon 10
thelr d.privatlon aimed ot Ih. fun
damental lranllormalfon ot the
producllv. r.lollon. 01 Zimbab
wean socl.ty, Equally, II Is when
such a tra nsforma tion projecl lsnot
in 11"0 ln that closs demands can
disslpale into mere 'expec talions'
(th e und er sta nd o ble , b ut
eccnormsnc. drive for more educa
tion, mOre heailh, more pay, more
land) end the movemenrs ' esponse
transmuted Inlo mere welfa rism.

In the lafter event such d emands
o re then too ea sily conSl1"ued as
'problems' 10 be dealt with adminis
trat,vely - the soc ia l democratic
11"0P - rathe r than becoming the
substance at prlQfitisalian and self-



conscious p lanning by the depriv
ed classes themselves. Class alli
ances tragment. and (we) politi_
cians, tar tram being cata lysts ot
socia list consciousness. begin to
outbid each other to deliver sec
toral and regional tavour. Or, alter
natively, we turn oursel ves Into In
struments 01 suppressing what we
Ihink are unreasonable demands
altagelhel, This Is the problem ln
he rent ln our SOCial ist development
and whic h could then be Inter·
preted, not so much os tenure 10
'SO!is!v popular expectotions' butas
demoblllsation 01 the class struggle ,

WHms
Let us lurn tor a moment 10 Ihe
bourgeoisie, whose wh~es - only a
couple 01a hundred Ihousand In a
population 01 some seven million 
who nonetheless continue to
domloate the Inlrastructure 01 the
Zimbabwe society virtually aclOSS

the dlreclion 01 the judicious
Al rlc a nisa tion 01 established
structules.

Non.lh.l.u, Ih. muilinallonal
froclion of tfl40 'boIlrg~"" does
have aon~dllobly_ room lor
manoMR'f. In th.1ong run I!KIn It.
'"",", oountMPOrt, and can tMo
. xp l CtM to conlinUI to UM " In
an ottemp! to prl Imp! racIlcall_
lion of ZImbabWean n<IIIonalllnl In
ttI4I dl~1on of 1OC1a1l1m. The
game er ee most intelligent of lhls
bourgeoisie must now be _ in
Fanon's word s - 'to capture fhe
vonguard, fo h;rn Ihe movement to
the rlgh!. and to " d isarm" Ihe pe0
pte'. ~art 01 The tactlo here consists
01 threat. lacll or otherwise, I.e.
oapitallllght, Ilight of personne l, In
dustrial and agricultural collapse,
and part will consist of the most ob
vious conots, r.e. pecmcncns, enee
torships, even b ribery. But port ot it,

will sometimes intervene. ceollng
wlfh this c spect of racism will divert
us tram our SOCialist course.

lUCK MIDDlE CLASS
At this point In Zimbab we's history.
Mayna rd ism must be, will be, even
more urgently the white-c um
bourgeois strategy: the creation ot
a block middle cress. Fo r Mr
Mayna rd ,~I-evidently, had learnt
his dialectics. This wil l present p ro
b lems to socialist d evelopment in
Zimbabwe. Viewed In these terms
and In continental perspective, II
would be SUfpt'ising II there were not
such lecrulls and more In Zim
babwe - even among YOU here
toda y.

Despite mass ive eeceuencr
dept'ivOlion at the base, and real
shortloilin black skills relevanl to OUf
slluaTlon, Zimbabwe does ha ve a
large pool 01 Iralned Alrlcons -

the board. This Is to r trom a unlfOfm
group, b e ing roughl y divided
between selliels (i,e. icrmeu. skilled
workers, small businessmen and
civil servonts) and those local actors
who are cttenccnt upon, or
employed by, large multinational
enterpr ises " II the Mttl.t group
whlah hal I." "Mlf 10 be most
Ih~ _ In their land, In th.1r
lo b i , In Ih.lt III.slyl. - by
African odvonc., and mosl SUp"
portln af Ilmllatlonlupon reform
In h. t . n l In OUt advanc. 10
IOClaUlm. Multina Tional capital
Ihinks II can live, on Ihe terrain 01
neo-colonlallsm, wilh a much more
a dvenh;rous version or b lack ad
vance and plans to do so. The in
terests ot Ihese two elemenTs or
bourgeois society show ccn.
slderable overtop ot self·
Idenlltlcalion and Interest. In any
ease, multinational capital must
certa inly be teadul ot too
precipitous a fale 01ohange, even
ihuch change were merely to be In

too. will be to draw 'Ihe vanguard'
even more tlrmly an to the cultural
terrain at InTernollonal oapllallsm
and 10 make lhe values and modus
operandi 01Ihls global system Ihe
'commonsense' 01the new AIrlcan
pelil-bourgeolsle-In·lhe-maklng, II
will be a part 01 the class struggle
which will be lought nolln the b ush
buteo such prO$OiO 'battlelie lds' as
the sundowner eeeun Ihe minis
terial ollioe and Ihe business
meeting over lunoh a t some posh
Salisbury holel or club. It will be
tought by Ihe more sophlsllcated
while civil servants, businessmen,
k>cal managers 01 multinational
lirmsos Ihey 'egroup on the g round,
and by the purveyors 01 o ld, capital
and lechrology. II would be a mls
lake to underestimate Ihe Import
ance 01 rhis aspect ot the p rob lem
in our SOCia list development in Zim
babwe, There are limits upon w oh
bourgeois aotlon, ot course; white
sup remooy is nat merely a coree
laTing machine and Sheel rOOism
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tra ined both looolly and abroad.
Complemenrlng those already in
Situ, many ctthcse trained abroad
wil l be relurning, and some hove
already done so. to olalm their
place In the sun, often tram western
sponsored programmeswhich have
been more Of less seil-consclously
d esigned 10gloom Ihem fOf suoh a
moment - The middle-class or
Ma yna rdlsm moment. In a ddition,
there are in mQ$l sectors, public ond
private, skilled and semi-skilled
Alrioans whose advancement up
the job ladder ha s been ortit lclally
constrained by rae lSI delinilions at
competence, Such loets present
borh an opportunity and a danger,
the dangel ly ing In me possibility
that some lundamental enoree
tel ls/lcs ot the while economy In
portlC\llar the extreme Inequo illy In
wea llh, Income, land d lstrlbu!lon
and decision making, wil l survive ,
with the skilled and ee oectec
ercces slipping Inlo while shoes,
and thereby creating rhemselves os



a b la ck m iddle class with Inte'ests
d i,ectly at variance with the major·
Ity 01the populotlon and in support
01 growing integ'atlon wllh and
subordination to the world capitalist
economy. Thlls 0 'new' or 'bureau
cratic ' patll·bow geolsle w!ll bagln
to 10,maround lhe stale and ccrpc
role hiera rchies, and perhaps In
1I.Itu '" there wil l a lso ee private
sector opportunities lor the laller to
exploit ta< themselves. In shOr!, black
advancemenl will now be the name
01the game, arid In that cOrllext It
wHi nol be the availabil ity 01 recruits
lor 'mere Atrlca rlisatla rl' which Is ln
ouesncn. Rather, the cruclal lactOt
wll( be the political arid Ideological
context In which such potenllal
recruits now l lr1d themsel ves and Irl
which they must eenne their prcc
tice. Marcellino dOl Santos, a
......or fREUMO leocIer, once laid
that the mall Important way 10
guaranlee ogalnlt IUch deprlvg.
'.on al lUll lpelt out wal to
populartHllle revolutionary a.ml
anc:l to creale IUch a Iltuatlon lIIat
II, for one ~lOn or anolller, at
some Iuture "me lOme people
liar! trying to change lIIelr aim..
lIIey will m_t with reslIIance tram
lIIe ma..... This Isa p 'ospe<::t ln cur
SOCklllst devek>pmenl In Zimbabwe,

PEASANTRY
Wha l a re the prosp ects 10' a
people's politics to salegua'd rne
Integrity ol l11e p,eserll phase of the
Zimbabwe revalution? Arl Initial key
to lh ls shoul d fie In lI1e ro le at lhe
peasanlry, since It was among lhe
peasantry Ihal Ihe Patrloflc Frorll
cmcnce f()l.md Its poPlilar base lOt
ad vancing the a 'med struggle a s
ellecll vely and d lfferenlla lly a s II
did. Perhaps the key Is 10 be fO\ind

In oor programme 01 coIiectlvisatkln
- peasant ag,lcullure will be the
basis of ccuecnvrscuce - such col
recuve agricul1ure will be by 'per
suasion rother thorl compulslorl·.
When estol)jlshed , such url ils will
provide the sccic-ccnnecr basis lor
the paasarllry' s organlsalion as an
even more 1I.I IIy self-conscious class
- a n Insurance !of good prospects
10' socialls l deve lop me rll in
Zimbabwe.

SlJch collective units sOOl.lld riot be
allowed to degtmerate, os else
where In Africa, rmo me re Irl'
stnJments 01 stole conlrol ot peasant
agricul!ure ond pecsom swpluses.
There musl be developed methods
01 polillCal work whiCh slmpllty per·
suasion. Ther8 must be eccntervcn
Ing mechanisms of popular portio
cipotion arid control, ther8 must be
a balance eeween 180dership arid
mass ac tion, This assumes th8 in·
stirlC! lOt democratisation will reo
main as it Is rlOw. It Is the way In
which this Instinct Is given clln8nl
e xpressron In the rural a reas a s in·
slltutlorla flse d arid 10 c uS,5ed
peasant power lhol will be the
IUmus test of the prospects of
SOCkllist development in Zimbabwe,

WORKING CLASS
Who l of the Zimbabwean working
erose. an obvious guararllor of a
SOCialist transition? 01 course. lI1e
category 'working cress' Is a slip
pery one under Zimbabweorl ccn
d ltions because much of lI1e work.
terce is In mig ratory movemenl bel·
weerl urbcn a rid rural sellings and
sometimes trom beyond our borders
and, tn eretcre. not thaI easlty
ca tegorised, Mo re ove r, l hls
workforce Is quile dlversili ed The

bases for extreme working-class
discontem are also patent Between
1965 and 1975 lhe wage gap bet
ween b lock arid while had ccnicr
Iy doub led. Gi ven lI1e vast enscre
panCies In income and life chance
In Zimbabwe, one must be cauliaus
aboutllslng labels like 'economism'
or ' labour o rlslocra cy ' to encrcc
terise the th'usl of such jcbcur oc
tlon, even wIlerl It does come, a s is
sometimes the case, /rom lI10se sec
tlons of the workforce whiCh are,
rela tive ly, least deprived and best
organised.
Two difficulties arise, however. First.
il must be emphasised tnot the ier
roln lOt working-c lass orgarllsatian
has hitherto been parllally organis
ed culmlnallrlg in lI1e recent formes
lion 01 lI1e ZTCU, Despite sell ler·
governmenl restrictions, there are a
number ot Alrican rreee unions,
marly wilh some histOry of struggle ,
albeit struggle delined, by and
large, In quite cpouucct termsand
d irected lowards fai rly narrowly
deflrled objectives, l ess scnstcc
lorily, some such unions haV8 a
netcrv 01eldenslva penetration by
the most dubious of western In·
f1uences, arid lI1ese are Inlluences
which are at presenl again ze' oing
In on the African working class In
preparation lor lI1e destabilisatiorl
01the good prospects !of socialist
development In Zimbabwe, Only
the development at a sen-ccnsctous
alliance 01 workers and peasants _
with approprklte political Instllullons
- capable 01 alb itratlrlg compel·
ing demands by the p opulo'
classes and resolving such ccnfrc
dictions relativel y non-antag onls
tically provides lI1e key to good pro
spects of soclalisl development In
Zimbabwe.



Race, Caste and Class
in South Africa

I 110.... cenc'" grove m'SQ'Vlngs
about 1tle anolyl.l$ of race. closs
and eo5'- ptole<,ed bY Dr NeYille
Ale_o nder and published In the
popen " Na!Kln and flhrMcity in
SouIh ...fJieO '· tl'rcJni 'oJt Volume 1
Number t . f«wuory MorCh 19M
pages 19-2J) and ...... Not,onol
Situation" lMob llt.. 0 '10 eon
JOlloo,.. f~l,KJry 1983 pages
25-JAI AI'h Oi""' " d llCuuoon of
coune cenlres around Alonio. but
the QuestI<lN h.- roiMld ore noI
urvelOted 10 It>e problems 01 0"'
Third World count"... And if is lor
Ihol reason _ ond in 0 spirit 01
enquiry a nd Iroendly d lSCOUtH 
Ihal I toke issue wi'" him.

The C'Wl 01"", mon~ lies In Ale. 
ande!", dilCUiSlOtl 01 "CO!our-eosl,,"
and Ihe ImplicOllon1 of 1'111 o naly$il
lor revolutionary procllce. I will con
$ioer terminologica l and concep
tual laues belofe p rocMdlng 10
Ale,onder's centrollhelll,

RACE
t . Ale _onde, ieeml to be saying

that to accepl lhe concept 01 rac e
- howeve' uMld (anthropological.
Iy. b lolog lco lly Of aoclologlC<lIlVI
il to oeeep' a roclal c lQulflcofion
of people, g iv ing eoch (race) a
- igh!OO" or. In It>e Ol'ernoti"".
denying Its _igtlloQe (and Ihef.
Iofe a hlerOlch'j' of IUpetiOfi1V! e lk).
ge"'-_n JolIcnor5 from .... Ihallhe
ossertiorllhal race " A" IJ superior or
inJMIor to IOU "8" is 10 be c0n
demned becouse • ouumeIlhe e . ,
iSItlnelI of groupa of humon betngs
coiled " fOCeI" , The OA lrIioo IhaI
" o NfOCeI" ore eQUOI lnn- paten
hoi lor de. slaP"*' II and "'- CIC>QoUt
sitIon of . ,11 11 to be COlldemned 10<
!he $On>lt ' eo5OIl.

so 1haI.1o< AIot.Or'lder, II ill os mea.....
ingless to ..,., Ihal some 'ocel Ole
lUpe<ioI to 011'*5 os II ill tolOV Ihal
a ll ' OCM o'e equal. Henee~~

no wen ItIlng os rae.

Bul you COlo '01 do owov woltl raciSm
by ,e jecllng ltIe eonc:ept of rece .

2, AIe.ol'l(ler den_the reoldy of
rcce as a blOloglcol enlily. Henee
he denies ltIe e.lslenee o f racial
g'oups. For the IImlled purposes or
a genetle Science, however , he Is
p ,epored to d escribe SUCh gtOUPl
as 'b,eed lng populo 'IOns' - since
'suc h a descriplOn 001 no COOBfent
poI l11col, eoonomloal or Ideologloal
slgnilionce', 1_ No Slzwe One
Azan lO. an. Nallofl. London, Zed
Prell, 1979), Bul howe ver you
deloCl lbe ItIem - a nd however 'In
""-'ltV' neu"ol !he dMcrlpt;on 
_ 'breeding populolions' do
ltIinl of _ ........ os superiol to

~ 'breedong populohons' and
oct out \hoi bel"" to W- own
soeial. eeonomlC and politiCal ee
vonloge Chongong """ delcnpllon
daM IlQI ehongto """ ploetiOe - buI
"", ploct>ce can toonllhe descl'1p.
fKln 1I111t101 oee .. to be "'-"trol (so
IhaI tor racISm _ rnelety sub$tiMe
'breed,ng populotlorWsm'.)

In 1M tIftaI analVst... II II the peee
lice tha1 deft..... terminology, not
tennlnology tt1e p,ocllce. The
meaning ollhe word 1$ fIO/ the cc
l ion II Ploduees, II so, to des"ov the
word would be 10 ","!fOV the oct 
and thol ~ meloplwslcs, On the ceo
IrOry, III' action Whic h gives m DO .....
Ing to a WOld - Ills In Ihe octlha l
the word II mode rlesl'!. In the b!:>gl n
'lIng was the o c l, nollhe wo ,d , Thus
'blocl:', w!'IlCh """ proelk:e of rQCism
d ellned a s a perla'a live ienn .
CDO,," 10 be pe'!Ofo' lV'lt when thaI
practice Is c hallenged Block is os
block does,

Youconnotdooway wdll,ocism by
UJing a dille<en1 lerminologv

3 Similarly, ItIe u.. 01 Ihe le'rm
e!hNelIy to d ,""'e"llole beI..een
human group, lhol '10< some
noturof. soeial 01 cultural reo5Oll
come 10 consI'IlUIe a l\emPOrOlYl
bleed,ng popuIolion' Is equally
Irrelevant. In toct. li lt " c:longerously
" 11otoding" foI. 1n "Y'nlil lo ,__
!he ideo of group supe<iOIi!V while
keeping Ihe ideo 01 group d iJ.
"',ene. , e m nlclly skiles In to a
cultU'Olism which p,edicoles
sepoIOle buI equal developr'Mnt.
oponheid, II sul;r$l'tutes ItIe vertICOl
d lYlIllOn oIe1hnlClly lOIltIe hoIiZoI"I
10 1 d lv ll lOn 0 1 CIOIl, pcnuccr
p lu,ollSm tor c los& conlliCl, a nd
"eelel the elo" s" UW e

4 The concep l o r notiona l
groups Implie. " a I'oo menlollon at
fhe populo llon Into poten tlo liV or
octuolty a ntagonistiC groupings",
and Ihe, ebV l a c il ilale s " Ihe
mainlenonce at hegemony bV Ihe
rullnwctcsses''. And Ihe coneepl 0 1
notlonol mlnOfltles Is essenliollv a
European one and one fhol once
again obscu,es tile essenl lal class
natu,e 01 soelety

5 Bul 'race' in lis OII"lnal sense
oI 'a group 01 perIOI\S Of animals 01
p lo nl s eonneele d by common
descenI Of OIig1n '~ O>tofCi

27

OoocIJOo JQOfJ Is no .... neutral a !elm
Ihon 'breeding populohons'. And
JhoIl!'Iefe c.e d ,fte<enees be' . een
such gr~ *' on obseo V'Oble loct.
WhoI . mater.", haAe_.1snei"
!he Ieml nor !tie group d oflenm c es
il lmplies. buI!he d ,1\efenI101 PQ'<lI'"
e.",c lled by _ groups over
0IMn by YIrtue of. ond on the basis
01. Ihese di....enc:M - votliC/'l in tum
engenders !he belle! Ihal SUCh d ll
""ene.1 are tnQIerlol. Whalg"'M
roc. a bad nome, In ottt.r wOld...
.. not 1M roclol dl"~" " lfn.
pile. 01 __ the ' lIcld PI.judle.
which .pltng. I,om th••e d ll
t.,_e••, but tt1e fOellt Ideology
tt1olglOCles th. .. d l"_ncM In 0
hl. ro rchV of powe' _ In o'd" to
1CIt1ono11M onc:t tusttty .Jtplolla tlon.
And In thol ..n.. " beloflgs to ttl.
period 01 oopllollsm,

c,un
6. Ale.or'lder', 'cen!fo l thesis',

no_, 1s !tlo1 'coiou,-<:asle' besl
descl'1be'! 'the olliClo lly c lossil led
population ",gislralion groups in
SOuItI AfJIco ' IN<moft and frtlnic~

page 221 - and Ihal ll is oI 'pivotol
pollllCOllmponoo oce 10c:hcIooc:tellse
them os tud'I' (No Sizwel. Aboutltle
imPOflOnee 01 eorr.et onatysos tor
eeeect poIiIICol ocIIon I have no
dllOl7__ But, 101 IhaI V'8fY
reo5Oll, I lind me ChOIOCIerIsOIiOII 01
SOuItI ""loa's ,aclol groups as
colour<:ol'oM not only _eng. buI
misleodlng

!he OIgumenl tor uslllg ItIe coste
concept Is mode on me basis !tlo1
Soultl Aflloa's ,oclol system (my
pnrOle) has !he 1Qffl. eha,oc"".
Iics as !he COIle S'(SIern in India
TI\esot ,.",. 10 lOCh !hi""" os 'Iluois,
pllvlleQ". mode at IIle and group
conellOll ron Inl. grOllveos~
ed 10 a ",po,o,lsl dynamiC'). And
whe!he, or no! '1I\e origin or me
COSIlt IVilem In Indio II ,elOI8d 10 the
q uesl 'on or colour' , fhe crucial
dllle,enee Illholln Indio II IS 'Iegill·
m lsed b y cullural·,ellglous cruenc'.
whe rea s In Sou th Alr lcO II is
'leg,llmlsed by so-called "racial "
erllerlo' , Ilul ln bath , c oste rela llons
o 'e 'soe lOI re lOl lo ns based on
Plivo le Ploperly carried ave, In
0I"I"08f\ded 101m 110m !he ple-capitOj..
lsi colonial S1tuotlon 10 !he Plesenl
capitalist periOd' . To 'd lslinguisl'! it in
lis hlSIOI1eo1 speclllCitV'. tlow&veI.
A1e>Or'loder would charOCI",ise !he
co"" system In Sou", " !fico a s a



colour-ca i te Syltem _ In which 'the
COIlfl amculate wt1tI "'- f\ll"l(lamen.
Ial c last 5fl'ucture oIlhe 1lO(;1Ql1of·
malloo'l .. .' (No Slzwe~

1Yt. In Ihe firsl~. IheM Of.
aoalogiei al "'- level ol1he super·
itnICtufe. with a paaing considef·
a110fl Iof the 'h iltQl'lCO! iPllC/IIClty.
IhoI dl~iihel the IWQ svstema.
They relate 10 ideologICal. cultu,al
c harocteflilics adlUiled 10 Ioke In
conild.rOliOflS ot c lOil a nd 1lO(;101
tormotions. bul they do not spring
from o n ofIQlysli at the spee ltlc
iOCklllormat~ IhernMlYes -they
are not h lllOflCaltv iOllCitic . Thai
soec:ltIcIfv hoi Ia be tough! not In
ttlll or IhoI set 01 rellglioul or faCial
00....0. but in Ihe IlO(;laIlolmollon
and ,,*ebe the hIIlorlcoI epoch"om whIc:tllhoM 011...10~ The
tOC*:Il b 'llQlioi l in ,,",,1Ch the hdlOn
coRe IY5*n PftMJlled II QUClllb
lively dlltefenl 10 the IlO(;IaI IDfmo.
l ion In SOuth Africa. and Ifldeed 10
thoIol lndkl lodoV, $econdtv. ~ .. not
e naugh 10 IOV IhOl cOile rercncns
a re '1lO(;1al re lalloni In pr ivate p ro.
P8rtv c aff!ed 0'i8I In a mended
Iorm' tram a pr.capllQli$! e<a 10 a
copIIali$! one. wm-.t spe¢ltylng at
Ihe _ time thai~ p opeo1'J'
in the earlier period r......ed moi""
tv 10 land. ........IlOl In copIIaIlIl:
soclotfY II ..... 0 1liO 10 mochille<Y.
bClOi -. eq.Iipment. Anc:J hJI 0lIe<I
the nature 01 their fespectlve social
,elatloni tundomenlollv· Th l.d IV.

•

and most Importanllv, AI.xander
mokei no fel.renee to Ihe IIJroctlOtl
01 COSIe. Coste reIat~ In Indkl
gr_ orgoniCOlly out ol coste tunc>
IiQnI 0I1at>aur. They __ ..-Iat1Oi"
01 produetton Pfedlcoled by the
level ol the procNellve IorCft but
dele,mll'led by Hindu k»OlOgy and
POlity , &ut 01 the Pfoducllve Iofces
rose and the.-lalions of ptOCluehon
changoKl OCCOldlngly, COIle \011 ils
ol'lglnalllJl'lCtIOtl - a nd, ufl.tloeedecl
bV c c prtat. It was outlawed by the
i lale . But because IndiO. un like
South A'rlca, Is a society a t a thou·
sand model, c aste illil perlorms
some funetton In the inM>r$llC" ollis
Pfe-copilOlill IormatlOi. and coste
relaIIont In Ib culture . South AtrIco.
I1(J 8 •• • hOI coste reIallof" wIltlout
_ haYing had a coste tuncbon
Such felollOi" ncn-e not grown out
of a ~11Il: mode; .- ore
Ihey reIatIonI ol produclion Itetfl.
minglram Ilw copitollll:mocle , Thev
ore. InsIeoCl. iOClal relalklN enlorc·
ed by tile iIOIe 10demorcate racial
g roups with a vie w to d lll.rential
e . plolta tlon w ith in a c opitallsl..,.-
To put II dllterenttv, COIle 01 a n
InI!Nment of.J4)IoikJliCIl l belongs 10
on earlier IlO(;IaI tooll ....\OI'l - """'al
Sam.. AmItI coUIlhe IrIb.IIory mode
- -.t.fe Ilw rellg1O-Qo1i11COl toctor
and not the eOOI oomlc _ OOm~

nan! onc:J henCe determined IiOCkJI,.IationI.1lIe Hlfldu ,e llgiOfl. l ike all

pre-eapilaUsl religlOfll,enc~'
ed a ll Ospe¢Is ot human life
Hindu IdeoIogv determ inectl
toCiOl ,eloliCll ,, 1ram which the Ii;.
sIafe caukI .xlrOCl Ihe maxl,"",
surplus.: 1he coste iystem. II II In , _ •
__ IhaI india" greal Mo
IChoIar 1C0000bl in The ClJIIUN C
CMUloIion at Anc--.t hdiO n
don. 1965) dell,.. coste 01 'cia
o lowe< level ot the
lore..'.

c.....
In Ihe coplta llil iyllem, howeve
II the economic toc!Of whICh
dominant; II II !hot which del"
m..... iOCkll ,elallorll and, in ,
IInoI aoalys4, the politiCOl •
IdeoloQicol 1Upeqtructurft. ,.,
how Ih e w a •• ihoped (; r
modified dependi on how
economic iVItenI II mode 10 yleI
maximum t Ulplui va lu. w i!
minimum iOCIal dillocalion O/l;l
POlIIlcoI d l$COfllenl, Exploltallon. In
OIher word$, II ",&dIOted through
the iIOIe which osteflilblV represenls
1he In terelli a t a ll claues,

Since European copitolisrn .......g
ed with !he COf'IQuesl 01 the Block
world . Ihe explollolion of Ih.
peqJlli ol 1tleIe countries taund
jusftlicoliCh'l in~ 01 wtllfe
IUpeoorlty'. Such 0tli1Udes _e
a lreody pi e.nt in Catholicllm. but,
muled b y ttl. belle l IhO! 11'1.
heathen could be saved, Iound no

•

"'" I _ iOc: e.~_ of IN I 011 . __ "' __Ill ....... I r_.1 "" laell ' _ .,._.. T1ft pic:t ..... of_ot_......, cll WI , . ... Iypail of__~• ••
.. _ IIMi WCIrid.

"



CMwln (!eIl).Ad O_ln (lighll . •. tlMy IIftook~I _ tIM cNi....:l _, 01 1M
blacll "' UnIOn.

ideological )ull,tlcollon In $Cripture,
The rore1l1 11'101 unleashed the
bourgeois rflvolunon,llow<:lver, _fa
als.o the 'o.e " s 11'I01 .wept allde the
religiOuslnhibllOnllholltood in the
way or the new clo", and Installed
InSl&Qd a new sel 01 bellel1 thal
soughl virtue In Pfoll! and prohtln
exploitation. 'MoleflQl succon WO$
al once n... lion and reward 01
eeueer wpe<iOl' ,Iy' and fiches_a
"the pot!lOn oIlhe Godly thon of the
wic;iled' (R.H lowney. ~IOO 0fId
"-/liMo/Copllo/iSm, London t975]
- Ondeochmon'l *"'On in IiIe WO$
flied by ~~nly dftIgn and
unarteroble You _8 rICh becouooe
you _e good. yOU _e good
bec:oI.Isot yOU _e fleh - and
po.el1'i was who! the POOr hod
brougtlI uPOI'l .....,...,.,.... Sullo kIfiI
one", 'co il lng" wos~ e-nougI'l

In well a IC'-'>e 01 Ihongs. Ihe
bou.~_elhe elect of God.
the 'oOOfking clOsl decmed 10 Iat:XlI.r
and the chddten 01 Hom condemn
ed 10 _no! IefYIIude - '0 MHVQnI
01 se<VOnl$ .. , unto 1'111 breth."", ',
Each mon we,locked infO hiS clogu
and hiS roc• . with the whilfl on lop
and Ihe blocks t>e1OW And betue..
Ihe two there could be no soclOl
m iring. lor IhOlloltOU1d be 10 diStupl
the roce.elou base on which e'
ploiloliOf'! '4'OS loul\ded. To prevent
su<::h mixing. l'\oweve" recou,se was
hod to 01(1 Teltomenl notk>nS 01 puri
ty ond pollUlion. Social or coste bcr
neu. In olher wo ,d s, we,e nol
e,ected to prelO!lrve roelol purity:
rather. ,OCKlI P\I,ltywol'e,ec!e(l' to
prese rve SOCial, and Iherelo,e
economic . borrlO!lrs, The reolOllS tor
the roc lal (llvKt.. thaI II . _e
eecoeee . but""" Io<m 1Ileir expres-"
lion took WOI IOCIaI

ThUs. II1<J racllm of 0!IQI1y COOfIOliIm
WOI set In eo.....lke leOhmn _ no!

"

omcmec by ,ellglon. 01 In Hin(lu
Ism, bUllnapl,e(l bV It. rot (lete,m in_
Ing Ihe ext,oc llon 01 su,plus bul
,elpon(llng 10 11, The Calvinist
rncspcrc. 'Ihe ""&<l-bed 01 capital
istic eeonomv'. (Golhein) would lOW
too lIle 5O!IO!Ids 01 ,oeism. bul how
lIlev took '001 and grew would
depend on Itle ground on whiCh
Itley tell.

In gene<al. however. 0:1 cOPilQhsm
advanced and become mO'e
'MlC:u la,', ,oellm began to IOIe lIS
religiOus premlle and. with it. lIS
COSIO!I teoturef and IOUghl VQlldrty
INIO!IOd In -scienl,fIC:' thoughI and
reason - reochlng !b n ineteentn.
century QPOll" In EU9'"o and
Social Oc:wwInilm. Not IortultOul/y.
Itlil WOI 01101tle perIOd 01eolonia~
COOfIOhll e J<PQnllOrl. Sut at 1tle
some hme. W11tl -V odvance in
1tle Ie¥O!II of .... productive Iofees
and. "",,eIore. In !he eopiIolill
mode - Irofn mereonllle 10 Indus
" iol to f lnanee and monopoly
cap'to l - ,ocill ldeologv \fOOl
mod 'fled 10 eeeere wilh Ihe
economiC ,m perotIV'O!l. Slavery Is
oboll5/'led when woge..lobou. (and
Slave rebeillon l mokel II
uneconomical : ,ocism in Ihe
colon"" becomes outmoded wllh
lIle Odvent or neo-<:olonlollsm and
il conslgn&<l to the metropole wllh
Ihe Importallon or colonial labour.
And with in the metropoles lIlem
selvel. Ihe COnIOl.'" and cement at
racism o,e changed and modlrled
to accommOdale Ihe ecOr.Qmic
demandl (cIOIl) and cennccr
relillance (racel or block people,
f/oclolism mav vel 'emain a' a
eulturol ooteloc: l al on eoriIer epoch.
but rociIITI recedes In order !hot
ccpnct mlghl IUf'AV'O!I. ~oc:Iallsm

.ele<$ to attitudes. belloviola'. ' fOCO!I

.elO1k>nS': racllm II .... lyIfemotiso
lio n or Ihe.. Inlo on expl icit

"

ideology 01 rcercr luperlorlly and
Ihel, InSl ltul lona lllOl Kln in Ihe slate
OP/XI,olulj.

SOUTH AFRICA

ht nol In South Atnca. l4efe,
though ..... eenom, II bctIecf In
.... capitalist !nOde, .... ....per.
mucture beart no orvonlc ....
tlon.tllp to n_n doeI not on ....
who6e rMll a 1CI to the lea _lie 1m
pelallv" of .... ,ystem. And that
InftexlbNlty In tIrrn Inhlb/h; ....
betH, hoIdl n down, P'"entI n
frofn punuIng Ih own dynamic_
lIenee,ttl-. .. a belle conhvdlc
tlon be'-_ ........pemn,elwe
and .... bole.

Where lhalconlr~llloealed.
howe....t , illn ItlOl POf'IOIlthe super
structu.e wIlleh reIalfl to the block
WOf1t;ng cion - and block people
gene<olly, In etleet. It>ere o'e two
supers"UCUeI (10 the some eeeee
mic bose) _ one !Of lIle will"" Ond
ana"",, tor the blockl, The while
supers"ucture.1O 10speak. occoeds
with the economic Imperotives _
and II moddied with changes In the
level of produellve torees and or
class ttruogle. It exhlblll all the ncp
pings or cOpl'alitl demOi::rocv (in
cluding ° icbcur movemenl !hoI
,ep,ewnlilhe Inlerells or the while
WOfklng closs) ond eI COpitolisl
eulture (except wilen II comes 10
mixing w'lIl Itle blockl). For lIle
bloeks. however . there II no !ron
c hll8. no representollon. no lights.
no Iiberlle1. na eeonomk: or IOCIaI
moblilty, no Iobou, movemet II !hot
connol be pul down w ilh Ihe
O\Ioel<lfTOe power of the l tote _ no
noItllng The 'bloc:tlU~re·.

in oItler words. ~ Of odds with the
eopl'alll' ee onomy. l eIS Ihe
eeonomy at Odds with 1tseIl. ond
inh ibits ltS .... de.e lJPfT'O!ll"l/ - 10
!hoi only eI'Ioo lQOiI ln IhoI a.persIrue
lure. In ,oe;sm, eon rei . :Jl1O!l the
e<:ollQmy Into ltS own eJvnOmie.
Soulh Alrlca, l!\.e.elore . I' 0 ...
ellcepllona' capitallit loclal.............
In the seeond pIoc:e. Soulll A"ica'l
racist ideology. compared 10!hot 011
olller copilolltl lOeilitllel. Ilos noI
ehanged 0 ... the yeotS. Inslead. il
hos OOlT\ered to IheW Itle !rOits.
leaturel. belHtl1. IUper~fk>nS. tloblts
and cuslOrT\l at bolh pr.eapltalill
and eopitoilif IOClal rormOlions III
Calle reolurel bear on unccnnv
rewmblance 10 the Hind u Calle
tVslem or medieval Indio. Ihough
we know them 10 be Inlplred by
Calvlnllm.1tle religion 011 capi toL II
combines. In Ken Jordoon's excct
phrase. ·the Aff lkone,,' tundomen
Iolil' racialism w ith Itle Inl !rum en
Iolill roeism of llf llilh imperial ism'.
r 'lbeOan ond AngIG-$oxon Roclsm: '
~ .. Clou Vol 20. No <t, Spring
1979). n Irndl OU~11y in religion
and in IC~ boltI at onee _ in
!he dOe1f;'" 01 !he Outen RetO/lliO!Id
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Editorial
While South AInca isSWiftly ,eoching
the reolizalion thaI it is in a stcte 01
Cfisis- The Botha-Malan junto has a
mosler-plan to er1SUfe the survival01
while suptemocy in our beloved
Amnia. This mosler-pbn has been
hatched in conference hallS in was
hington DC, london. f'arO$ondBorn

We kl'lOW" that Imperialism poinslo
king'V studies liberation~ts
a ll ova< the g lobe and decides
which creese movements are co
ccrcce. we know !hot millions 01
ocuce. ccoroso-c rrooaoe inves
ted in inhltroting liberOlion fTlOI.'8
menls and coming up with political
"so!lJlions" which ensure thaI the
«roeeonsts and their cccrgendar.
mes maintain 0 tight grip on eco
nomIC p:l'Mlr,

1~lism has assessed the P<KJ.
'lion libera tion~I and is
now activetv seeking to drow the
"co-cotooes" within the brood libe·
ration movement 100 "national~
ceotco''. The notional convention
wi ll be de:signed 10 ensure IXM'ElI in
the honds of the system 01 racIsm
and cop;tol<$l11.

tt is UP to a ll revol\Jhonones 10 be
W(lIy 01 the Nolionol coweotco
slrategy and 10 join AZAPO in
mok,ng thaI s/fOlegv lJr1lenable

The National Convention SlfOlegy
has already began sorting out the
wheal fTom the c haff in the Azonian
hberation movement. /I has created
a mighty ciett on the Ted KennedY
,~

A1AK) unequivocoj ly rejected the
Mcssocncssets senator on t he
grounds 01 his horrifying copilolist
backg round and his undisguised
impena llst ornbiticn ThIScleor1y put
AlAPO in tr.e lorefron t 01 those 0p
posing the entire rrcve towards 0
Notional Convention 01 which the
Kennedy "'sit was a COfdinal pori
Natura lly, thiS haseomed A1APO the
everlasting ire 01 011 those who sup.
port Imperial ism, Cap<lal'sm end
rofllXlnt rtccem

It ISfitt ing to sourld a warning to 'W'Ol '
vas donning sheep's clolhing in the
lIberation JT'IOYefl"lent IhoIthe Am·
nion people will scorn them torever
for their seltisl1ness and thelr c riminal
b lindness in l ighting AJPJ'O, oe
OOUr'lCing it or betroying It

In this issue 01 F1ank rolkwe rccus on
the rnuch·YOL¥lted "objectivelY' 01
the white pressand expose it tor the
crcsooe thol n is This is a timelY
reminder ofthedire need loraltemcl·
live rreco which wi ll spreocl the
seeds 01 revolutionary fhoI..oOht for
and wide, We earnestly hope tt'ot
our sister P<bIication Azanion Focus
will evolve to meet this need. We
requ ire rredo which articulates the
aspirations ere yearnings of the
Block worI<oo. Only when whal the

media soysconesoonds to the oces.
bctes, tecrs OM frustrotlOl"ls 01 lhe
Block mosses w ill we cccect iI, lake
il as ours and rely on il to further lhe
iceo tovccose. The wI1i1epress s cn
inslrumenl d the ~tern, it is tied
txlM and loot 10 the inla!ests 01
roosn aM capilallsm

The rulers' efforts to peq:>etuote a
s-orooccv a re oong he<;7htened
by the revoIutlOl"oO"Y toe wInCh OS
g ripping the soce mosses in 6'IefI/
street, pondokkie. focIory. torm aM
shop in Molher Nania lite lor the
Block people has OCQUired an oe
ject: to e liminate ex~o;lation. to
govern themselves by aM for them
selves OM 10 coesfruct a tree NO
oo And the mosses orewell (J\M)re
thot llbe<o tion neve< comes as a grit
tram anybody. II has to be moulded
wil h their own hands

Frank ralli lakes thiS opportunity to
pay tri!:xJle to oned the gootest $Of'I
01 the Amnion ReYokJtior1. Onkgo
potse Abratxlm Rcrnoth ibi Tiro wha
-..os murdered by a oocer bomb in
BoIswona on February 'l. 1974

BANNED
Fran/< To/I< Volume 1 Number 5
has been b<:lrNld lordislri:>Ulion
in terms at Goverrment Notice
9563 01 18 ..lonuoIy 1985 and
the Viva Napa coer-ocr tor
19 85 w a s a lso ba nned on
21 December 1984 as their
conten~ cse "pe;.rlcoi to the
sote", 01 lhe acre. the gene<aJ
weltare or ne PeQCeand QOOd
order "'

Tiro's death is a painlut rere-oe- of
oillhot we sI<ll rove10occomplish in
the A..!a niofl revolution,rcoeos resc
uae in slallng that noth ing short 01
the repossession 01 vonQ.Jis/led soil
wi ll begin to satisfyBlock osorotoos
Not lor I"Iamothibi the shortcuts 01
-rotc-ot COl'M3fltions". srcc-ocrc
ces, negotiation ooc procroslln 
olion!

We in Block Consciousness Move
ment donal promiseonyeasv veto
nes: weorecwcre thot the struggle is
lana. tortuous and~Wehave
a duly to curb the g rOWIng list 01
morlyfs - every do'! sees a Biock
la ther .mother. son or doughta! killed
by the murderouS settler COlOnialists
And the only wcrv to end this cor
nage is to octivety oeccc-e corset
ves 10the couse d ~ock hberahon ,

The Filth NationatCongressolA1APO
at Retreat, Cape Town saw revolu
tionaries sobertV panclering the strc
tegiesol worI< stoppages. stoyowoys
and boycotts and once ogorn

a

T! -.- ~

."I ~
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22/06/1945 - 1/0011974

bl'or.JQht roere the po;nt toot BC
knows no hOly COw'S. We Wish the
new ceoncrcommittee a success
lui year and remInd them thot we.
the Azcmcn mosses. o,e kX>I<lng
upon lhem tor gril, dela!m lnotlOl"l
orooeectco in the gruellIng Cloys to
coere

The persecution 0I1>J.APO merrb',
Comrade Dr AAbrey Mokaope by
the rocet South African /llledJcalOM
Dental Council and thelf continued
tard iness to prosecute the B,ko ooc
lors provokes us to c onsider """'<!ther
lhe role 01 the physicion ,n Amnia
eros WIth the stethoscope and the
SYfingeS. II isotten the case tlXlt phy
sicians tram amongsllhe oppressed
and the expk:Mled hove a slake In
the syslem prec isely because of lhe
incornporobly high stardord d iiv·
ing lhatcapitalisrnprovides torthem,
f'hysicKlns in South AfrICa hove to
come to orips wilh their Biockness
OM employ tlle1r skillSto cortcocre
fu tly in the ethos <TId pathos of the
Revolution On~ then can we oc
capt them cs ..0..... doctors OM
tecr vncrcr a unt il Ihen tr.eV lully
belOng to the murderous world 01
apartheid rreccoe.

Ali $hcuiotr'spiece on the see-rctco
orcotce 01 capOtotosm S/'ICMIs hoYJ
lhe poi ihcat Stralegy d the Not.-;)J1Ot
COn\llll1tlQ(l lse<::wTplementedby the
economic strategy 01 t:x:o.Jrgeoisify·
Ing the "-"JI< ing Closs

II is hoped toot the contributions in
thIS Issue wi ll bring attention to the
rnutlllorrn slrateg.es cocuknec to
co-ton the """anion revolulion OM
annihllole the true hberotion rrcve
menl Extreme vigilance combined
Wllh urveleroling action is necessc»y
to kin the NotiorK:l l Convention OM
usher in a lrea, cnn-rocst. soccest
"""ania

,lONE PE OPlE ONE A2ANtA
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Ftr7!k rolk isd lhev;,;"...!hat isfoel has
ro fight 10 e>:rsI. thai Ihe 'Neslem
pa,.,efS deoIb:wo""y !ned to 10M!
Iheof conscoenees bv 0 001• .., !toe
l lOfllSl S!OI& and bv~ the
0"0geI OA P80Ple (the Afotl$) out
d Iheof " iOI1' 06iU oj Affl Ql:lflui1e
I9YOlVhonory _f'ClWS Ih::JI ee islooIi
""C'me 15on ~lf9fq f Ole I9gOfTlEIcn:l
!he PoIast. 00 , couse 15 0 /USf one

Min;ster !'ofTokhon d id not Iobel
Judaism 0 "gul1El1 feligior" '. Thiswell
ocrestened coIurrny ogaonst Ihe
Monisteo ElITIUI oJ'esfrom ee IfT'C>EIfiU
lost rreco The Monrstar sud Ihe loIo
--.g of lheNota lUIPress CU:lCor>
""' ElI ICe" .......-.en I muoe Ihe
stotemenl Ito:;Jf Isroel hod not hod
ON>I cecce I'l 40 'f9(n 00d IhuI she
- fI9I'8l"~ 0f'f0I peace becouse
IT'Iefe con be flO pecce~
CI'l I'ljustice, tying. thievery, COd dE>
ce<I USlt1g God'snome 10 shield 'fOUl'
dirty reloglOl'l 01 (jrty pracl,ses under
H;s holy and fighteous numelhiswas
lermed lobe onOllerro/ on I'ny'parI
10 dosCledol • doISm 0$ U oehgooi l _
There seems to be on ...-.nen Io::rw
IhcJI Isroel cn:l ..ews COld be ca
/oled 00'flC;uI0rIy bv 8Iocl<s lor ON>I
cone wt>o Ooes so must Deer Ihe

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 9

• l lou'ld the ..- d MIrosl-:w louos

~.~~~~~
Cl'!JCIe Iobemng IsroeI 0 cnnvnol
nollon ond JudOlSm 0 " g ulla f
fEliigoo',?
The Monislel CMlfIooks the I'IlSloocoi
toe! ItloI 01 was Rolph 6lI'chEt 0
BIacIo Al l 06i COl ~ wI'l() lad etlortsos 0
l..fII negcJloJ'oo on~. .. !hot~
led II1 l ..0'''' peooo to Ihe ModdIa
East 111 !he posI .Woo!d INa . DEIf"()d
Old Itle estotAisI.,lEI • d lheSf(Jled

"""
Nob:::Ov wI'l() is genuInely oganst
CQPf9SSion .Q<.IEIShons Ihe nghl d
lsrOO to exist It IS irrportonl 10 re
membeo !hat rT'IOf'ly d Ihe ethic:<Jj
and fEtI..,OCOA beloets upon ""lich
western SOOBly is bu'>d9d ec-ce
out d !toe WOITb d .JudaISm • Fronk
folk u::.sull:>e> to 11'18 I8neI's d e-e
• .aooo-o..lSIa , l'elll::y;t. how can
rteec Portv tocostng ospetSlCInSOO"l""""",

• • •

wtl,Tes os belonging 10 !he enemy
c o m p ensures 1001 lhey .emain
tbeee The ANC COd !he I.Of remain
!he 00Iy hope 101 .....::wI<lng closs
IIIC:lory ..- Sou!I'I AInc:a

EDMlINO HEN(
'N:l'I'vlIe. !lei a ,;

Hllll(lEWlTZ
AItlIonEl, Cope TO'wn

" has r>E!'IoU been !heon,tude 01!he
A,zo n oon People's Or~fllSOloon
(A,ropo) cn:l !he Nola lUI Fcwu'n to
dBi """",I.,a'V~~

..- the sln.QoIe oganst the 80fhc
IIllgIme " flCzs been necessoy of
IIfT"(lS 10 evoIuoIe O7llnboJlcns 10
lhe strugg le mode by bonned
ecces - the Pan AIIic:onist Car
gl8loS. theAIle en NoIionol Co-cress,
tha6lodl Pecple'sCorM:lnliorl (tlPC)
COd !he Soultl A/nc:al Students"Or·
QCJ"lISOIiOn. ThIs ha$ been doo8 n
ClIdef to tom"uIoI8 OVI(),oo,fl stlUleQlEl$
os on in lernol~I . The
. ......1-0.... ""'" 8Iocl< Contcxus
l"eS$~ has IUCOgi Ie j Ihe
IIIlOl enemy d the IT"o:JICWItv d Ihe
.oeoPIaOSbc:ol cq::lfIoIrsmCOd I'ller
naIlol' ..... iT>penoIl$fT\ We ha.oe mode
il c leo !hat rrese ore 8fl9fT"II8S Ofld
l ;;cussed OUf OCgr.,ssion ogOiflSl

""'"
II IS f8QfeIIotlI8 to' me 10 toy !hat
ICIIT>9 01 OVI sutIemg t»oll et 00d
S<Slen hcJo,oe I'IOd IheI' !lusITatJWl

::c:,;O=~ed~'X'~~~~
.......-.1 d c:opotoIIst 00d ~"""'ds1
..-!efe$IS I'l OJ beIl:M3d CCllrlh'y

The en~ notooool PcrIY 111 South
AIIico Itlot a_presses WOf!<It1g doss
II1lerests Ofld IS WOf!<tng towards !he
esIablislYn8nl d 0 so:::bIlSl stcte is
'-'"
Men:~ hfIs Ihe nooI ()'1 the
heod """'en he sovs. "'litOliO .....SoT)

Sl.CIPOIIs the l(Iptoo.fl a-.::.- be
cccse II COfT'POO I ll loEtS II'le Iond
o.J(tShOn and AII1co"l fOlOIOl 'tv II,lIe in
Alalio.· I SO( so beco _ ItlEIffl is
mucl'l 10 indlCO!e !hat Ihe I.Of is
pusI'Iing lor 0 NotI()fl(JI Conveolion
w;th Ihe OPD9$$Of

1....:;lUld111<9 to _ McI1< N!st'a oJ
thallvopo I'lOs r>E!'IoU dBi ...,uled
!he PI<:. or ON>I d Ihe !tbola ,
~ on 8llIIa. We _now tIloI
OJ eoemv os e::t::4JI'Ob I, cn:l _ ......
I\gN oI...tII lI ' .... f' os~

frrrIy in AlOI1IU

GUIRlUA STltAtIG't'

• The Nkomot, Acccrd has cost a
bn.Jlol 5P?llQhI 0I'l the QUElI1I1C1 stro
tagv e:usued tor1hepa$121 veen by
Ihe fJH:; . The loc:*sh notO'l ItlOI
secure fT'IilIb'V base$ 00UkJ be buIt
l.CI on the "'flo~.. oe $tofes- (Ii Ihe
I\"Ooo'efT>E!tI b lIbefoIo 1CXM:ll oceo
oo..n Ihe Atnca1 continent to Ihe
DOideos d SoutrI AIrco ana mar
Ikr«honlo ...., Sizwe:S(M!<"sj armed
oc:flons 'MlUld evenh..dlycropple the
stote r'tON res .... runs

It is in It lls conle xT that I a m Ioreed 10
agree w;th the <rlO/ysIs of the t>H::$
p:lSl!0\ in the Nt:mord FQvn(.uv
1964) It IS mv W'Cefe behE"thal lhe
N«:. leo:xiMf"ooO It1elI be CO , IPeI-
led frO tun ffom ff\ 1Ctl ong..SlI-
bsm to~ \.p'Jn the~ fA
!he WQIl<ong CIOil&. lor no other bee
e>:.m .....m me IXlh:lnlol to lO<e 0I'l

~ Ihe ro- d the (¥XJI"..,,,"',,
The tcctc at guenllo'sm mode d
00S09I lor SooJn', Atoco 10 n..n the
SCI'9W$ on Ihe No ,,. "" Sto!9$,.1or the
I'89""Et-..osot:::lle to UIe Ihe poe'aid d
artockng "Teo10... r,. 110co.er '" frlX:.

~=m~ o c-c ecc-

Inote that the NalUlOI Favm Sum
IT1II Pfedlcteclltlot scmeelemenlsn
Ihe 'rcuo-cr liberation I'TlOV9Il'Ienr
WQ\.lkj pcr ncocta in a "NoIQ'\oI
c:orr..-.tion- ( 00 cit at 15) • om
Iomiloar with the IElOSIOO beIween
the r-.JC and Ihe L()f and I goll oer
mar !he P'#C fT"oIKJ"I that Ihe l,Df
c-e N«:. 'OIo'OI.Acl be e/Iy patri
PG"fS '" SI..ch a~ of the \fOOling

"""lomQ.Mfe sure Itlat u::ha seIIO.Jt WAI
not OCCU' flelmtence in Ihe~
I<tl..opI s"olegyd~IIaIsmCOl'1orYof
ecc 10 further daleo\'$ of the N¥; in
Ihe M...-e But on ock~
men! or oetectthe co..rsas 01 which
0I'e~lJI"dei$l()(l(l ana mode
c lear Io everyone, con OI"IVdfrooe Ihe
J>H:; toamerge wittll8"'eWed '-'OOU'

" 1$ mv b9hef that 1heL()f 1$ Ihe ontv
hope lor Ihe 'IIIQl'u'lg do55 in SouTh
Mlco~ 1tlOI" con 0l00l~
and C""h.....11he tneIhc:ds end ceo
ro:xh~ by !tie ANC in the
195(Y$. 1h::rt pefiod 01~ STIIJOOIe
IoC:ked nothIng in courage. mill_
roncv and $EHf-SOCIiIic:e, bUt lOW Ihe
WOf\ling do:ssbong oippled by the
llXl<docor....9i"~eon
cephol , erodo SllUI8QVOI'l the patd
the NlC ltiOOtolll c>-

1he Pl'ObIet" wittl BIocl< Co ...........
sness is tho! rt I'Q~ doo oed the
wMe .....::wI< II'lQ Clo:5s to the (.'CIpo!(llIs1
oc. -Itlus IecMng the-..f\/te worker
0$0 lfem9ndousot:>srocla in the way
01 0 vic:IOOOl.Is SIJ1.JQQle To clossify 011

•



DEATH TO THE
NATIONAL CONVENTION

1'hete1S0"IOO'_ ' 61" IhOImeooun
try IS o.nd9rQOr9 a cnsrs Who! IS
di~ is that ""ere IS no clearef
perc ephon 01 such a CfISlS VO!ioos
otIemplSore being modob\' VO"1CllA
onolv$lS 10 shed hghl cos-e state a
daveloPm9nls c-c Inafe IS an n
C'80loIng expeclohO'\ of change
orIlO"g some a them The5lbIactcI
et'Ol 'OE' and cnsrs IS boItl~ ,..
!iCCIP8 O'ld It(x:d e-c me del' oger
'" to ... '0 tile -..qec;t~I goo
e«:Jte mere heat IT"O'l~.

The IbofOI 00IeII<C)I. , osrn 01 me past
1$ reorng 1!'5 UQIv h90Cl ogon os
PW Botha. tna UocvtI'o'El PresodarlI.
co re country oceoses hIS lempoot
mol"ng promises (To(] concessions
Svc::h OYeI-<lPtlrno$lT1 and baseleSS
hope 'NOUld in the end be prOYeCl
-eng and do:rogefOuS to mede$lony
ol !he BlocI< p(l(¥)Ie n ItII$caI>~

In Ir.e ccceo cc d P W Bomcfs
~5OPh<SICOfed t'rypocrsr(" a~
li$t d p::1IIlCQI~Jcrcna lQ8
i$ beong made by'oOlOl.4 OCoQeo ' IC
II'19OCEllO~ c:n::l elerTe"lts IIIII'lOle
interesTS C1f& had to the status ClUO
- ~te sup... , iClCy and COf1tJnued
",tll la selflElr coIoniolrsm we hope
tee old ooecoore et me Hundred
Ye<n' WOr in El6QPe $hOUld not be
IIJltdled ... our ccesw ''when the

=~=~:~~~
bel' wr-ot troe wa was or abouI U
t'cw' " I'lQ(l t>eo;;P" - and~.
more ".,t>at_ Ihe 0f'0il1OI IS5UIl$,
Ihav __ now~I to peace
negoIIoohol os-

The teal neoo not be cb.Jded
or mysMllld~ O'ld eeso
tolO"l '" our COI.'ltrv ore ecsec on
doss. race. and nollQnOl oppressIOn
and the ct.oootwt of"- struggle '
ther.tOl'e, a natlonol lI~Clflon
~__pI'.o 'FCII ........udlc>
lion" bl~;"" IhI oo6onIMd anc:l
!he 0010111_ "pIc ' " anc:l
... • 000n.~ 11 1; 110'"
anc:l ... II. ; ,1 • r anc:l ...... IoccIl
r:a".rIIL Thera IS 0 CCI"61gEll ICe Of
me no:;J1'I(JI 'OIlLeiuto 1 Sf!Ul;lOIe ond
tna CIO$$ stn..o;;Jle n. uduI60n 01
~1I'l'*'~"I. $..,....
neg~'~.

In eeeoce "'tile noloonal $fI\.Wle~

r.hoold be the point 01cecotoe. All
indicators poinl 'awards 0 sccosst
1(M;lk.JtiQ:1 and raconstrueloan A co
ohioan crl dtteo91 ,I sc60I~ crl
lhecolol ! , d In !he nWggIe should
odopI_d". Ie "and~
l eli/l d III": _ In ordtrtD_
Iitind .... Ihe til': 'klaI, • e ••"
and~ ...,d.... ccu*y.

ThltieW:ln n ltle......:::J!didJasusOvl$l
"lole II'lOII$ no! \II/!Th us 1$ ogoill$l me"
$hOo.Ad irIoIm 0.1 troeorellCOl and

orocllCOl PQISIfO"'Is. We r\8OO no! be
"':0: eojtJvlhole~poI& o ""oc
leuOOhilT'l 0' COI/'Ell'ed in a see
IIvougf'l~ a "P01OCCXJlo " ee
.. ()CfIX'{' n 1b:lrOI _ olCQEld 1'"10'I"
O'OC!OI and mJIIHadaI ilOCoetv The
tob 0$l601 and colo '58 ::I, and see
ei/c olt., '1obour end ccoro movbe
~ i!'I lheOY, bullhey o re ana
rnies in iocr.

Those whO baheve IhoI lhe Block
oppeSSl9Cl end e>pbled heM! a
$foke n n.e pa.... ll IIt'5fEIm crl cab
rl!OlI$ITl and IfT'PllidIsI IJlI$UIts ce
pIOC;t iQ . ,010 1(1 hoPe n n.e nsng
ndo\TOIoan crl n lemoto lOln'(lG"O
listson del. I . ' 0wont in !I'lII ooo..nlly
thevbgellhol • •paoilC]k$tsoncl"
agentsknow ecoee in.EII9$I'S buI crl--
Those whO ~06\IG in the legendorv
fOUnd table. holds thol a NoI ior1Ol
Convention can resun in "co
apefOliOn and CQI'T"P'Offiise" be
'-"theCQl(nosedand the coco
..... A Nolo 001 CorM!nl oon 1$ Itlefe.
lore lew a 0OOIollJl COl rspiIor:;v d -011
whO sto9 n n.e COl 0I . 0 1CJtlIGCfM:l

~:''Y.va.;;.==
to' dr.~ l-Gns po::rl!ed out in a
lllod--fl PXlOl p e .... oled to n.e 19~

8lack Sastl Conte<ance in Cape
Town IhoI n.e Cdl to' a Notoonol
ConvenliOn ......as m l modo tJv n-e
Blo ck sash in 1956 ( Block $ash,
November 1Q~) In foe! a $imiIOI
call lOU:i mode eaiiet

hl;:r'I 'MIfG eo, 101 ...1. iQ IJom Itle tact

"""1ha is toomucnneo.wtt Thafe 1$
too mucn drsOoo . 0010 0 now
~ CQlIe(l dllteleo it>
OI!OI"I- Thafe is too mucn -ant.
monl and too mucfld its 1I"llNI1.
able COIl<;OITIIIont lee- Thafe is
100 much obusa a power"

"And Ihara is too ~me jusl ca, 100
hffle regard lew the fignts and
dignity d the Y05I moss d n.e
people. too t ff/e att9"lkln pod
to thai' YOI!d C1Gl,IOI~ (6Icx::I<
Salh.~ '975 ",, ' 0 '"
SIS rh-la}

The Df'IT"O'V ccncem d the NahonCJI
c:or--.fo1~ isltoafe/ore.
e"'end,ng bclI.i'go&O<S democtollc
fights to the Block mosses. The~

l ion to be ce ec 1$ who! is the l:XJSjS
tor such ccocen. There is o n un
Ioundacl orounanl IhoI the coun
t'Y" cop; ta losl 'VllerTI can under
a ber'\EI'.danI~ I80ITl
~ Iha r-=Is d Ihe Block 140"

~~~~=~
~ d plOPGltv (bv Itle lew)
and a t:ouk:JI putUI d pn::M trocu;1l
Itle e.cplQI'o loon crl IIo()IkGl1 IS Itle
i::IeOl crlthe svstam

Asrecent 0$ 1Qe() Itle Block Sash cc
sponsored "A convenliOn Move·
menl " whoch hod lhe goal .. 10
damOnstro1e on 0$ wide a l:XJSjs0$

~bIa. gowooIs SUOPQrI lor Ihe
Il::/eoo crl ho::*iiI iQ a notic:lrol COl .....
hl;:r'I l!II'lefe a ...- and occaotCJDIG
QCi"'5hluhci"conbe......,.,....,ecr.Thlt
c:or--.hOt'1 \II/!Th no po 6 COl dolo ....
...::JS pi •• E9::I d8i 0101 ll::/Gd a IJI600G
no beloefin~...IO LWhnn_
lhecp 1'11IO.dM¥ 6 :11< ,and_
., , , ••• d _ mcr,otlllht
til ,



Ih:If ttoe stOfUS~CO'l ctes!oO'rihel
'Mtto..rf stn..Qgle theV tend to -.0-
gest JI'lOI opointiid CO'l be !'8b'.
mad bv 'oGlOUI ecx:a 0 0IIC p Oll 1M
rrcce toeeoce it ,we aoenot I'IlJNe
to~ the ablity d e-e
system 10 odjl)sllo such pre$$Ur8S In
order la focilitate ond maintOln i~,
we IhJs connot ossume ItlOt the
pre$8f11 8COl 1OlTlic crisi$ loctlQ Ihe
co..ntrv has i8l odeled the II,IIen In
c apOO!e d~~cI tT'lElOU8
a PC*hcaI \fcIIel ICe en:! SlJCIPI , "
Of nis '"1$ <lv.l' a'ld lloWllhJO\oI I"l1O
~ amed loogeIor .0'"',..... I state' i'I
Ihe soce cI the ItYeat5 fIom noe
cn::I outside t:U t:odets"'.

Those~ ere QElI'llJiOElIV "'''04_''.''''~
in more !l1al mere c:halO9 stoJId
inlenogate a ll Ihe releYonl locts
o rooM Reagan 's imperio l,st m
aeoce in the rSQion. the Match
1984 NkQl"r(lfj kcO"d:s. c-c rek:rted
deals with -t-oeceooeor ' roeigI\.
t:lCUWlg CCU'111'ie$. Ole must r»'TlIt
!hot su::h OCXXJlds and d9als~
I'lOve been enlef8d into feftect s
po..oel' a1Cl il$COl«:*:1J1Oi , inb.o..I
d lhe 'NI'de """"" COIOl iUio1,.

IM'ro ho$ be'o, lld lBCl the lI;&CIlSend
Iher CO_list McnIsB? lheir cal ler
a gur:roed~ d the "Natlol1Ol
ConYantiM tvbiemenr is IT'OdEl 1ft
the ecckocc d incleosll'lQ ....amirc
from some sources that .... Nallo
nat COl'!...."" ..... amounlI .. u
criminal bel¥a.a1 of ... -"'Sl
daslln ..~bud"4 =
k SauI'I oUrklO_ tIofn. 1+'lIa
Iioftand .. , ""ll>ir. This il~~
of wt\Qt '4IIOS clEioIY >c: : ' e:d ....., .....
comoode GeoIge wccc-ece 1ft
1981~ he lIOOd -n... con be
no ".potlUtion betw.." non·
_ Cj IClilI •.JC::I'I'C8l'Qn5end tl9'~
!fO\Iel1En need 10 te*e hEW Clb$ElI'.O
Il(lOS $ElfiCl.JSly Hc:IY>' does one Iller,
pret tne 1~ lowing words: " To lks
between slfengll'lend weakr.essClfe
unso hstoc:lory end cece-eote 1110
otJP(lOls. dtil, IOl Ids. co4JlOil III O"l
the one side. end ccceoto-ce. Ie'
I&diCn <bC/.,Iiiotiol.,O"l lhe other".
the most fO(lCElf'lf wali • I\) to be I(Jken
\IllIlClUSlV TOO was sc n j II'U. 'Orlf
11M '""" con...-g"" PY' ._
connol . nl.r Into controcl'"
(RDPo'I " -2-«")

P1eccolClltlOOS !tlol \O'iou$ gJqupli
I)(p,oe loid cIow'n !of 0 Nolo 01Con-

easel. • • BII ;III <:nCI eq:*>!OhcI ' b
o $I,olegy wI'lictI krooo'5 no bW be
'oQI'ld Itsown i Itelesf a"Id • is naIlrnI
tnol <:le$tJl1e 1M pretenhCnS d the
0';18f'1~d IiViJidlSi t, to jU$ti08 and
to ir ploy, IM V o "'-'OV$ seek thelf
inlerestt lim

Th9 iOOcl!oQicoI a"Id psyc:hologk:a'
bosi$ b tr.e plopol lEll Its cJ "thIll pelt
tiCScJ the~H """JS OIrrost won
....nenlhe I\JIet5cto101 tedcn::l n"GeP
resanted the twstooicol teCJIItv c:I the
IlIock pooop!e .... e-e o::u'Ilry The
'M'ote ,."nw COIOl idio1$ 0Q.J8$ thai
IlIock pooopIe ore k:weQ , to Ihe Azo
I"licn d . That IlIock c;nd 'M'ote pee
ple ore teIlow COIOl I E"t cI Azanio
and IhA Ihe k:nd t;Ielongsto at
6ladl and 'M"lite, This l11iocrWO'\'O'1S
school te~ <:rgU"IlEIfl1 has ,al
ready boon triedeI~ in AIrica
with no l'OOCl$I..fEt of 5lJCCeS,1. 'Mute
cet:lniOIists in lll"rbJl:~ !lied to I~

lie$ctxutlhecriQincllheZ"~
IIJiOS but new~ by' daV is reMing
011 thelf ideologicolly fT'lOhYOTed
-acr~ end NiItOIilXll fird..
II"Q5~ The . .. IIodl man'I
~~....~ and GII __ .no ...
main CIfl .. IcInd ...... bee .._.
Plopol l9l 'ts cI 0C0l .... , lie: delermin
ism Ih900eS Ole I'1Clined 10 001_

At last, they've given
each other a chance...

•



~ liPlCit In !he t#Cs stol q,oiIlt is
Il'elBa'lh:Jtoncrod~
~ CJC1'uoII'I (MiW or 0 lemUel
b' SA's tutue ItIcJt wt'O.Jkj diIIet
lIcWn 1!'l8 c»ga lisotiOn'S ChlOlIOS
a1d <.-olio OS
Thot oiooe m ight be good
enough Ie0500 to co MIl 16one

~Ioon ore 011 steenng cieaf trom
!he ~ion d '"tToNfemng cor
plete pc:I'oYeI" one! ee ICInd 10 the
indigenous ownEKSH

, The Azo n iCIn
PecPe'S~ (NAPe) has
been the~ ecec
hon in tm I'9QCId- N.H'O WCJTOEld
tI"oOt a Naholo~ bas8d
O'l terrr4 by \OICl.IS QlOl..OS is "a'l
8 : ~Ge i'I tJI*Iy'",

n 0 bfood-bO:sed ,....,..,m r:I Ih8
Notio 0 Fo:um on 1964 where 1!'l8
is$U8 r:I the Nohonal CcrM:lnhon

~deOi~:'~n~~
_ the inlerests a the I\Jlefs ond
9>¢lIOilerl o ee Block people They
hold the prospects r:I deflecllng. o
vettll1Q. alCI5lJtMlrMg the naticn::J
libefoloon stn.Jggle into meo-e cMI
IiQI"lfS: The wt:rt chlOd ...os seen os
lying i'I a cx:nstl1lJent em Tdl to let
the teo co" decide b' II'\EtII 001_
The co lCElOt $hi begSUtheI cb:;uS
KlI'l a1d Cb'ri\coIlOl " iI _ not to
be Clb...K1 alCI wlgensed like the
0fIl8l' co ICElOt "NahonaI <:orMln
honHwhiChis bas8d.,...;tl'W'l !heAport.
held trame,'IO'I< r:I natD"d skiles.
Ihe Lhted Paty's IOCIol Iaderohoo.
o-c the so-called geogrop'lic fade
lOtion r:lthe PfP

~~~~
pq:lOll8l ,1s0l'rreo:x:om-ro::kll lOl l/
regorOl'lOl ' <::JLVQClCh 01' s1n..aJIEt
They boll'! shere O'l COl lIOl , trW:Jl the
So.JIh AInl;:an Go.errmel II ca'l be
encouroooo ond persuoded to
"""'lIds ChO'lOEt. <Jd<Jp'ahOl ~ tolef·
cree. and a co .. ..tted OCUIP!'
CJI'lC& r:lthe new.ond ElIT"Clb(ing It1e
new 10 one's C1<Yfl QdvOnlage, 1'hi$
ccooocn is based O'l fEtlEtCliOn a
principle in 1I:M:lu" a 0 comprom,se
stroteav II is not~ng IhoI os
eorly o s 19 70 P,esldenl fe l ix
~·Boio;pfr:llheM:xy Co;lsl
...os QUOIed cs~ '"1l'lEwe 1$ crtoI
one • B::.pon - negof1Crhon we
I'q)8 to~ by <1MJb;lo 16". The
PletlOel lt went on to 0Q.J9 IhaI
ttveats er"'CCOOQ!ld So.JIh AIncO 10
cx:curnukJIe rrQ9 ams.. togeIhef
WIfI'l a def_ reoctoon wNch
~ be ~ted againsT Ihe Ilk:x:k
STotes to the north Dr Ilusio r:lGhano
OlgUlld OQOinslthe pOlicies 01' force
and ,solotoon in d90long WIth Sculll
Mica In Decembe!' 1970 he QO..IEI$"

hOned Ihe ...ooom 01'~ ,jail io IQ
ttoesepokie< 0"0Cl1'l8 . dColed II'lOI
a pohcy d diaIo:Q,oe mogtll be rrQ9
$I (;C Iss1\.ol The lusaka Mo:::nI'esto.
uJOP'ed on 1QeR (b)G>Pesse :::l pl&
lelEll lCEt to ' 1EiQClI1QI0 '~
d ,IS support tOf 11'1& Iobelo loon

""""""'"ThIs I'lQnfl realoly~ Ihe tocl
II'lOI other co.JntIies 596 Ihe gl9Cll

potenhol r:I matenal benetits - the
!rode. flnoncicJI ond tech i'QlOglCOl
kJl' 1heir000000000CCUlIriesond people. II
isItedkAe c:leor Itlat ttoese c:ountnes
0J8 ......etv to et1dl.f9 (:(lI"lInJauS
Iud5hp i'I~ r:I 0 pOilXtad
libefoToon stTugglia in AzO'liO- £vi
dat"Ce » iQOG'Sri fhaf ttoese c:ountnes
-..o..*:::l beo.Idt 10lXU'lSIdl tI"Ot (US OS
c "1q : Ie III shugglia" alCIlhus l6Q6b the oedah.'0.01' the p..orp::J58 d
struggle. IntEll\l9l1lion by 0 lOleiQl \
(:(U11Ty ... cu 1cM:luf .IS 0 rrisplOCed
c-o clongerOuS dei.Jsion.

One ob$eMlf r:I Itle SouIl'l AAtcon
scene conc:lUded rrct •AI'r,kor
p(ON8f i'I So.JIh AIncO8"d' ...... l7ld
oirTIS to tid. Ell ,I Ire~ r:I nego.
h;)hcn 0f'I 0 bosIS a eq..oailTy"". '\he
.A.trilorlers wII not 91 VJIIOI'S i'I CTrV
genuine _ose to I.... :sl'e toM!'"
l7ld lard to 8kx:i< pec;pI8 ....mco.A
being CO ittOl 'led by 8Qo.lCIl boos
....no~ llKMllhe N1*'<:J1 181 .,.,;n,
no other ophon th:Jn suieide

The ccoe ros been stated O'lty to
shoW It10t Ihe lonQ--heId hOPe in the
influence r:I erlemol pre$SUre on
SOuIIl A/Ico has ~ Iin".totior 1$ and
cIamenI1. It ca'l intluenc:e eu shOte-
goes l7ld kXtICS in 0 fT"lOIIf fI..ondo
""'" ,ra ii10l • EW Ihe~ r:l1he
Ofs leodeu t1lQ in Ihe t92O's con
~tle"ocedtolhedlSpopo

lions "*"" lC8 0f'I ouISIde oressue
rto"l the essento:1 o QOl l$'J'lO , r:I
Ihe people inside Itle COI.OflfrY. inter
national one sholl~ be ire
boc:kbone r:lthe nalionallibefClhon
stnJQgle essenhalty eecccse free
dom and emonc:ip::Jtion con nll\iEIf
be impofIed l7ld fa th01 motIllf "
con..- loIllrom Ihe sky

lherac:trnareu~bose
-..escu~lheenemv stdl
do.~~ on the~ to

=~on Azur~~~
I'1CfBOSIl'1QIV used by Ihe~ on
ordaf tocush<W'l~ tram lheayv
l7ld delem.. oed bloWs r:I cu ceo
ple. The emerging Block midOIedoss
os ","",I os the wori<lng class coc its
Olgonisol ions Should do well 10
~OOOons1lheec:CII OToi5tc lures.
The cocotctco stroIegy rends to
e¢Ibt the 181 del 1OIl7ld il ..... chan
(11 ,0'0 1!'l8 cccessec lOooOds fl">
" oecXJte r,O l8lo needs

,
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IT .....os medaiarne~•odatlo The
~-nat~ CCIl,"""hon
'''''''l5 aI:o.It to begn c-c me ...eru9
'...os IT'O.JgN 10 be CIS neutral CIS

orr.ooct1 co.Ad QE!I " .....os 5o.rl orv- me~ rasort. OOlIt5 J01l_
soon neG' D!ePi<lod.~

11 arretdol cewee people 110mme
cceoec acose cJ RepresElf'tatrves.
others from me Indion Hou1ect Dele
gates (dI~ ore rdions. why don't
tI'lev QO fa fVJiab?) and people
!rom me Sl.JPI(lI'T'\e ~oomenl wI18re
QOIy MoI<htAt-Baosen] I'IlS o,d< sot

AN;) sealed al me IcbIe _ 1CIfT'El

c:J me00Q0eSJ saI-outs me.....ert:l1"OS
fMfIf l<.r1l;lwn. $Om9 01 wrcm eo.oen
..uoos lSCOnOt v.o..*j not ho:Ne ....an
ted to be saerl oeoa f'led to !lui CIS
saI-OutS go. rtese men~ -vb
ond~ et1rodng "- 000Ifl peo
Ple lor me rrwty pooce$ et $I1v81 1'o:l
ctll41El1Otad any S9I'TlI:lb"lCe of COl1$
ceoce 110m tne« minds

Also present .....os Joccrsrn IfI his
cooccuv as reprlHenl o t ive 01
MozorrbQ..oe 'Mlotever else PElOt;.
eupecl M ThouglI1. there was no
doubt thoIlhe 1lAectot~.....os
rtfMlf vetv tar !rom tlIS mind

Someor>e 8I5e 1(jQi6lib/lted $M:m
Io"od.and.....os 50~ thoI ENen
MakI'UlHloos tert -V osroomacl or

"""
Ana men there wos MoI<htAt-Baos
hIm5e'. Iookng~ inCtl as eop.
_ arlCl~ CIS he had
O!'NOVS been He smiled I'1ugeIVIrom
eo' to eQf CIS he~ me motIeV
cl'O>MCl ossembIed lor hiS 're te-or
con\lf:lOllOn.

rv'Iallhulu-Boos ceoec his tr.rool
o-c ~loWedquia a cupIUI cJ$pit
in me p10ces5. end deCkJtec:J me
l"'"'J03oatong CJP9l\

''So r'lCMI. 1l8lels,. you lDj you IOO"lI on
end 100lXJi IlI61d~""9l !t'OU;;1I1t
~ YOU dO 00l19Od new5PClCEI'S
~ Donl yOU 1I3hlEll, Itlef thoI
o few~ ago ou PIeI. he c:J a mil
Iicr'l POI lOS klId AmeiiC04 11'\ a
pubIoc $I: BCI'l thoI 0lXJi1l16O::l hos
ICI'lO~ aeacf7'"

He glCl' lCEId orQl.rd me room 10 'JOO
d an','Of"\EllOQOted to cholle!'lge me
slo telTi9l1! Instead, luke Iltled uP his
hoOd in lUppor! and OCtually sold
IhekX:! llXJt a rnJ/TlIOCiOI crowd was
QCJlf'oered under one !Cd of Sun C ity
sf'lOwed o porthed was not only
l;uleCl but 11'5 copse had IQng Deen
0ENCUeCl bvme \OoICllfTl5.

le<ne Irom cIooKl so.ftrl ol$O !OISBd
"os 1'lQnd. G"ld MddUJ.80a51Uned
10 him cn:::l sod "Yes.. ten I~ VOJ
....om kl lOY lOIT'ell . ""~. men

',(lU IOC* G,Jlte$rT"Of in fflOl SUIt cn::l
It oW'n05T mokes'r"JU look like a Iw'n
b oll !Elf 01 Potlidc'$ (Il,9I1'lefe."

Le nn ie lOOk exceotco tc being
corcoea wolh PolTick. v.11Om he
Ioolhed bocouse of 'M:lS generolly
ccceotec 01 '()l "" cx:1I<:Lo'afOl$!hat
PalTick was !he st\.pdeSl anduglOesl

~ ".""'-ch

/I must be mentw::ned rwe fflOl lhe
SUIt Mcll<1'lukJ.-8o SIXlk8 about was
one 01 _ &ed he tlOdolbsCllor lhe
txI<eVS. so ll'lOt lhev must be rOceIv
dlOlled for !he 0CC(J5I(I0\ The lUl$
_ I'I"IOOs bY' poflent$ 01 l.oli<oo
MenlalAs>,Vn........r-obllCXMoeoltller
$fOl8 01 mental tleolIh. had --.
IrQ..IlJSf l8gl~ sIee..es lhoulCl
f'\OW bean on !he jo:::ksl$ cn::l bY'
the soma lokeol hod cocec JOCksl
slesYes wtlsfs the Isg$ $hOl.Jld have
been on the trousers.

8vl such hod besn lhe pIOOSI.nI 01
lhe coloO ' 0 100 at ollellClol "" r-e
galhe!'lng - mak'ng nisiOlV. cs
Mokl'lukJ.-llao$le!meCl II - lhal they
hod nor been 11'1 lhe lsOsI cceeec
bY' lI'lEW slote 01 doe$I..~ I'I"IOOs
'hsm IOC* weIY rch 0 bt.rctl d
p es: II osses

Wf'r8n LEll'V106 look too IOf"U to $fOlo
IV$ OOtsCliOIlS to bsrog~
W!ltl PatriCk. 0 cot:ued I l lEIl l obel d
!he Houle 01 l(aprS$el ,laINe$ 105Son
o DQltll d <:KIet cn:::l soiCl L6fVlie was
001 01 Ofdsr. The COloored was
$6Conded in his vie'w bY' on IndlOn.
ond """=:Ikhulu-Boas QIdered Lennie
10 sol oo,.,.n

- A5 .,.ou CO"l 5eC. 1IlISIS O vetv orr-porm
toni Old ........0 ...,.1101'"9 C(ll1J9nto"l
to Clrl<'1 lSSeu prct)leoT\t,." ptOCElElded
Mc:ll<tluIu-8OO "We f'\OW hefe peo
pies d ....11'"0"1 CUI\I'8S. peopleS
ffom the trvae p:::Ib. lEIl " I. ffom the
NotlY8~ - SOl'V.1meG" baf>.
1u$f0r4 No. I I'l'"J6Ol'l~ ids. Hey.

•

wtlOI om I talkll'lg CJO()lJl"') Imean_
also f'\OW tee toclay peopI8s !rom
lhe nolional ond e oeceroent
l la les "

Thedelegaies IaUOhed hBalily.e re
cogefly cootec 001 tnot it was
MoIc t-ulu·!Xxn whO was tle/'IIrld lhe
t ,mes How could he to lk cocot
Ncrtr.oe Reserv9s, l:xJ"ltuslO'lS. h(:rn&.
b"ds.. nahOI aI cn::l io ldeD6l 1dS1 d
stat6$ wI"oBn ecee tlOd been dllOd
ogss ago? The -1I'1" 1Iw1g was black
states. they .... ' . oClsoCl hn\

"Orl yes. 01'1 'f'SS, 't'OU ae "'1;1\1 There
are no merebcrl~ and NotlY8
ReseNes.. 0 0I?(It'Wlg d the SOI1." he
lOCl and the fT'QIIey~ 01 pc;I"'

tccoets~in~. and d
was t 'me to pcss to the next Item on
r-e oceocc
The Swazi delegate I05S on a point
01 Old&' belore lhe nect neen. He
wonted to praise Makruu-Baas. but
did not I(r'oO,oI~ to begin. SO he
chose toextol M.:*hulu-llao$' tolenl$
os 0 stolesl, I(ll L

""'feu~ ....-no ids. me: SOld e-e
SIo.ozi. "d lhe OCCOSlO" """'Eln lhe
Qft'8~gcMluson el&
ot'alt to slOI.JI:tlTEIf lor eu '/OU"'O
CIOoo"I PIVce i ...os IUd'l a b.""'w'
lC : 8en he gcMJ. telling us I'o:;Jw to
make eIephanI~ong 11'1 lhe good
oId-kIlhionsd I(CJOO 1TlOf1f"l&'."

H6feJoaCG,J,m sawlV$chancs.ond
$l9lzad ,I. He told of the hme wtoen six
m ill,on Ions of opp~s olTived in
MapulO, and sold he had never
h90Id in his antra life 0 spoocIl os
b&Out,I ....1 0$ Thai delivered by
S' epl'\Onus Gertlod....S Jonannes
~atlhec:eoemor'lV~me m...t was to 6ld (Il,9I

The lndocn tram the HoJse 01 [lee.
gates, !hl::l.Qtlt II was ro-tepall sea
'OIl lor oa lEIla COITVTlEIl ,Is. and SOd
hadthes..oz.s~hm~



they mode then eIephont biltong he
CQUld ro-e treely supplied them hot
chilli trom the cayenne plantations
or Bangladesh It......,;)IJld hove mode
a ll the world or dfflerence to the
biltong

A coloured trom the House or rceoe
senlatrves said ~alTlbiq..le should
t'ove consulted him about hoW to
rooke nk:e apple crot-ev and Pot
rick said the fot worms histoI~s
plucked trom Mopone trees in the
Northern Tronsvool were something
out or this world Whereupon Lennie
said the biltong would hove gone
c:lc>Nn weil wi th "LJTlnqusho" - the
r-eoee samp from down sooth
where it ",.;JS the stcple d iet

Mokh..Jlu-Boos cosec tOf ceoec and
said the meeting should I'TOJe to
,tem Ih<ee on the ogeodo

··Karels. we c a n a ll sing logether bul
we con definitely not talk together
Now Mr 10nobhoi, YOU said sorer
hing about hot chilli trom the planta
tions or BongloOe5h '<Vhere is tho!
ecce>Surely not n some comer cr
the Free State. because you know
the law Iv'Irrorcorcr' said Mokh..Jlu
Baa,

The ~eqote th..Js addressed gave
a ll assurances thaI Bongiodesh was
as tor trom the Free State oscoujd be

CONTINUED FROM
PA.GE 4

burden 01 being coiled on orm
semite , , , Block ooetcot CIVIC and
religious leaderswho repudiated me
on theccsecec lie withoutever con
tacting me Of gelling my v.Qfds 10
trnd out what I ocluoily said J\Jn the
risk of being cceec UPOfl as peens
or Jewish ieoders and Jewish inte
rests and therelOfe coroot ieod in
the best interests or Block cecce
The religious scholars and SCler1tisTs
who oc!'vised presidents and poIi
tic iarl$ t'ove gr<1ll'8lV mosundelstOOO
the scriptures where 1$'00 is concer
ned and hove misapplied these
scriptures to justify taking coo trem
the Poieslinlorl$ by soco and they
used these same socrces to justify
Arnerico'scontinuocl support or Israel
... We c an prove Ihot the Isroellhot is
Ihe c reation 01 the Zionists WIth the
help or Engk.lnd and America isnot
the fullillment cr Di"; ne prophecy
and has no Divine power behind it
ondbeforetoomony~p:lss itwill

prove to be Ihe destruetion ct the
power cI; the Western world "

Frank Taltsubscnbes only to the heri .
loge 01 Block Consciousness and to
the revolutionary c ulture or the 0pp
ressed and the exploi ted of lhe
g<be )

• I WClS g lad to reo:::I Mrni~ter LOUIS
FaJTakhon'~ address in fran/( Talk
Volu me 1 Number 5 page 14 The
Minister'S strongest COli is fOf unity

imag'ned, and reatt'rmed his tota l
cceoerce to the lows which ensu
red a Iily·whrte Free Stote

FIVe hours Ioter the convenlion was
0IIef. but a fe-w irrporta nt resolutions
hOd boon unanimously cocotec
• The nrst ",.;JS that. in the interest cr
good neighbou~'ness. next time on
e!ePt"Jnt wcsoconeo tOSwozdand
tha t c o unt ry should contact
Mr Tonobhoi tot hot chilli from the
plantations cr Bangladesh

• Thesecond. based onmuluollrode
ere tbe interdepeodence a a ll the
people cr the subcontinent. eccn
time Mr rorccoo wos opprooched
fOf hot chilli trem Bonglodesh he
should a lso remiod Lennie to provide
rrecte samp trem clown south,

• The third. taking cognisance cr Ihe
coosteuotco cr states policy. requi
red Mr stecroros Gemodus .coco
nes Poggenpoel or the Apple Boord
to be ccccoreo chief PRO ( peris
habies d MSKlI1) to COllY on ""Ih h,s
excellent speeches each t ime
apples ooived rn Maputo

• Thefourth, recogniSIng the need tor
vito!ecOf)OffilC growth rn the regoon.
gave Petrick or the Northern jrcos
vaal full soccer to grow planlatlons
or vcoo-e trees trem which tot

and tor a ll Block groups in the USA to
l a lk to each o ther and link up in a
united tront

Is it rot hiQh nrre that A2PoPO look
the same rnltiotrve OS the Notion or
Islam and sat 01a labie Wlth the UOf
and inkatha?we co-octofford d rvi·
SIOOS whICh the 'o'Itlile oppressor con
exploit,escecow when it spills 0IIef
into Bloc:k-on ·!lkx:k violence as in
the nurne.-ouscceres between UDF
and Inkolha and between "'lAPCJ
and the LDF.I am firmly 01 the VIfJW
!hal responsibie ieo::1ership in the
liberation movement has a ocsree
duty to unite a ll the WClrTIng foctlQns
and rooke sure that d i our ene<gies
are harnessed oqo ost the common

'""'" ERIC YAWA
Mdontsane, East London

~l· DEROGATORY

• George wocrcce's e. planation or
Ina meaoing of the word "Amnia"

\
Frank ralkVorume 1Nurnbe<5 poge

7) ta ilS to mentoon !hat the word
larlJ/ rs a deragotOl)l term tOf Block
peopie used by l>oJab skNe-1roders
Thus the name 'kano' ocluollyceie
brates roc,sl lermonology and nega
tion or the h..Jmonbeingness or BIod<

"""""
~ ISa well-kr"lC!Wl1 toctlhat the l>oJabs
enslaved roony Block Afncons con
we offOfd a name IOf a llberaled
South Afnco which has such ugly
c onnotations?

DfilAWNG
Kuils River. Cope TOwn

,

worms ......,;)IJ!d be coceec

• The tifth a nd final resolutlQn gave
Mokhulu-Boos unwovenng soccer
lor his stoterro-eoo. 000 thanked
him h..JOOredfold tor the beo<Jtilul
Suits he hOd oessec some cceocc
rotoe in , In his vote 01 thanks.
Mokhulu-Baas premised the men
moreCIOIhes from Ihe skilfulhandsof
the «nrotes of Loskop Wrentol As-;.
lum and said in cceeeceeroecercv
he ......,;)IJld ask the pQIients 01 Kop.
drool Psychlotric Hospital to assist

Three days later a ~de mas
soge which was issued trom the
Wh,te House 10 wash,ngton. WClS
beamed to millions of homes on
telell1sion and was a lso printed in
h..JndredS 01 Ihousands of news
pocee

It was boaf bul simp ie: "The Reogan
AdffilnrstrotlQn once more reaectes
its toter~ief in the South African
govemment"s intenl io ns for real
change ~ is for thOs recsco tt-cttr-e
MministrotlQn pledges tts10101sup
pori ux rretooo. because Ihe rotc
nor convention jUsI ended rn Sun
City has once morest'own hoW vita l
a nd effective au cocv of construe
l ive eogogement with South AlTic a
is"

,I, ONE "OPU ONE AlANIA

• l he OJTOQOnl a llrtude!hat rssoetc
roctensnc or the BoItlo regime in its
ctnfuoe to the osoeotoos of the
block WOIi<ing c lass in this c ountry
seems to hove tound a home In the
Manenbe<g, BBSl< and Pcrkwood
lenonrs Assocotco

On the one hand the Botha reg ime
has mode the block WOIi<ing class
suffer under the ovok.lnche of anti
WOIi<,ng c lass legislot lQn it has pr0
pounded 0IIef several decodes, The
block WOIi<ing cess has struggled to
l ind its teet and 01 most nrres il has
expressed rtsert against the J\JIing
cess and its puppets by sponta
neous vioIer1l OCIIOO, An example
......,;)IJid be in the a nti-lent protests in
the Vaal Triangle in which Ihe 16Qi.
me's puppets - the c ommu nity
COUnc,IIOfS - were murdered ana
the~ ccceoes destroyed

on the other hand a group ct intel ·
Iecluals lhat has grawn up in wor·
king Class environments seeks to
treot the block wor\(lng c lass in thiS
and neighbouring c ountries, wi l h
d,sda,n Th,s lillie g roup conSIderS
il self a "super--revolutionory" /orce
tha t takes " super- revolul ro no ry"
theory and allerrptsto mould reality
10 rl Thrs group has cost its theory
UPOfl II/rozambique and because
~ombiQue has not l illed into rts
soda categories. th,s group c on
demns ~ r eli m o' s e ttorts i n
Mom<rbQue

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 30



Mnis1er Loui:s Fo,,;,hoIl !tI8~
JP6OIt61" outf'1ed ., no tl109Itar .
~ thaf Mx* ""... • ~
ItMJ ... Au,' .d b«IIt till .......
11ca'I "'1lC t 7 . .. "..0.. •
-"'" 7; ! ,.. II _'.4 .,.,."
e: • • d • -'* ... . p N.__ l , t ,...... ' ,, _
~. "I1 nWlltl!d) II! "SW

btVonesco Matera

Tod Jesse bd<lQn Ge not Fl the
I ,1efe$tSa Itoe Alo"oion pocpIe;
2- SuchVl$ll$CO'l l;ll'Wtckepioce
onlheclea II 01 ooreo the IlIoc:lc
people a Az<:roicl

This resolution was hordtv 0 su:prise
ot the WPOCongress In I/i&N 01 the
verv l irst soIidaity~ reed.
Tho! mes.soge WOS 1lO'TI the AI\"icQn
Notionol Repaations Qroonization
(ANRO). Mikoil AIirnJ.....rofe

MP1o<xJptdisJ Block leoden like
Jesse .bclciOI ~ Bel ljoi •• • I-llXi<$
O"ld IV'Oew VCU"Ig I'1CMt been
sl\.IYlEld by the Dellx:oo!J(; Pt:¥
1)Isn.nd deteot. 1hese !iD-CUIIed
leoden O'e wrtt'lOuI O"l •~ ...
at1nI bIxIr poll!iocl LALVUi 11 c:r
dleer.... , l8cMng QlIpeop!eCl)j\.
I\Jsed end. CXJI 1SOCl' 1EIIl!IV.~ to
neo-colonial Block leoder$hip.
This is 0 CfiIicoI momel ,1 Fl OU'
protrocted $IlUgg19 CIQO"'S' rc
tiOOOl cooessco O"ld ,1T'pllrio1is!
exploitalion. This is InJe rc:r OUt
f:JfJCPe ...nethef/Mllgh M:nia r;x
!tI8lkYted SfofM N

(Italics mine.)

c ""....

'J(....m~·M..asadllJdic(l1ed

rt19IllO"COl , . ",t"'814 joUrdt$i Ir", to
BC rathef than '1tle leb.i cst patch
WOI< d the liberaIs«. (bd)

The weoerese in trot stand bV M.%.
so was a lso perceMld by Akhol
~: "Inthe rnalanalysis. theQlJe$"
lion is not I'A1ethef the media ought
10 be objective but which ~ ,""'..,
gtOUfl eotoflol. !he rntdlaond Iol'
wtlot~ It 1$ irrQaliohsm cnj
Coptohsm~ CXJI lr,ol lhe IT"Edo
cnj such°conlfoled meao .....not
!UlEWolea"fol~aview~!nJV

crt .ec rotes the o sp iro t io nsa the c:cb o;red cnj the EIf'lSICNed

twisf COl cepls oc::c:odo 0 to its (llooKl

COl ..EM . ce !lcugeoisdernx.ocv
etTPov5 The finest SOU"ldlrIQ rheforic
to just ify IMng oft the ninkll'lQ hidesa lhedowntroddena"ld neccoee
500. It strives 10 relegcJIe !he cooes
sed toano1tlef'M'lrld. to be -cscoe
red" whenever " phi lanthropists"
wont to Ieel virtuous.

00J<CTM1Y

The CCJl)ItOiSt wew1d makes ~ too
much at the " objectiviTy" at the
ITI9(jiQ. Let lA OCCEO thai fIIPI p...
noMst wwthv' 01 .. _ -..kI
.- dIstcwt .... tcIdt ond -'d
-.at lDcts _ III eeL ThIs Is IilOil .....
bec:ol_ foeti sp..x tor~
__~, jfi$COiI'jU i plCX8~ig

nore10cts wNch cro 1JIco . lIotd:lfe
to the jOl..mal is!'s or the I'I"lO"'lOQO
mann~ cn:::l to IltisllClll
those "tocts" logethef v.t"lich \OoQ.Jld
su illheir predilections a nd I::lbses.

Socialono~ locks the precision of
mull oemJhCS. It Is 'II1'luoIy Impot.
slb6etortwo;· r_lnlmd..... .
social ckr,," to ontw CIIlhetame
COl 5' , .s;-.. .. _ ... 01
tach bec:o_ thM ,*CeploolS 01
.-.y- tI:*IItf , ...

The a.m b CJtlIEldMIY 0"Id tile
bee d~ j(UnoIlSfTl"
r:ooilellhe~$llCICI'lbcet

tOlnt..,- o n IIlus.ioo 11'1 the natural
scienCes let a lone to !he WO'ld d
$OCiOI or ccecc to'....... cl "-

The English language~ in SOuth
AfriC<l 1ovolJrs the see anletPrJS8 sys
lern This is its choice of athcs and
informs Its inl~ alCI onotv
sis. As the AI!iIcr.EIf~t
rT'OoIeS toM::ms I:JI'l(i:,nir'l "ncn-ro
dol CQ:litaIISffl" oIso. the dllleiEM lC85
bet..S81 ' Ihe 8..." cn:::llhe Afn
kClCJ"lS medici beco Ios mil M$CUII9

The h\iLXXJ,lc:d ooplc*st WO'ld hos
a ,, (J, 8':> 1$ <Xl*ty to loiI liOI"l a"ld

KENNEDY THEMEDIA
AND

"



establishment fhe I'9rskor group
(....nich contTals the major JoJIikc:nel
~s) via ""- I'nCll.It1"pie
City Pre" Percy Qoboza in his
calun'V'ls 0 CP dlM:lIed It'oetn:ieNes
to a vin.Jlent~ carrc::o;gn

let us IC1t' to I8Sltt>emvtt'1 that ther9 is
a BkxIr.~ in Azanio Jhe rnojl:r
.--. • q)9I! doecled at the !lad<
ClOITYT\ISItV en o..ned b¥ Ct::4Jik:*>1
QO"lISScuthNr07lA • • iltidNew
~ ( S,AAN).~ and PersKcr.
The M oaa, d IIoc* Pf"'U NPN
__"'1\'lOIIf IIl:IIbtd .Gi. wi n , . ~

hell .......

(M:A;:otn X)

l.aodol Q 1tlI$ . .... . iOUSc;:I\,I$OdEl _
ecee lOPelf)l ,101. _ 0 tt>eAlr*.c:nel

GNen ""- I8OSO"IL • CXlI'J'I9 05 no
~ tI"OI !he i , .......CI1Isl madiCI
chose i"'CIt TO~ /I.lI'PCJ$ reo
SOI'l$ b:Jf JCJIhElr to fOCOId /I.lI'PCJs
dehlollstfolions CQOlI"\$t~
and toke EMllV oor:x::rn.ntv to hUt
abuse 01 tt>e wtt'lenhc People's---

"



~ted toignore /J\ZPK)'s existence
and tecccse ttley hoVe done this.
ttley cioen I>JJ>ro has 00 papukJr
support I>JJ>ro is lTder no delu
sions; fJ.:ljJ.pQ isnoccoe tiger. it doos
rot perlorm c ircus tricks lor the
mad"

Much milooQe res boon rroce r:J
the media pubiicizi"'Q an Organiza
too it res hither to Ignored. Surely
that $CIYS more cecot the double
standards d the media than al:xlul
the Organization concerned '

We may odd that~ the Conser
vative Party (CPt the Progressive
FOOeraIParty (Pffl)_ .4.zapo. the Un~
ted oerocrotc Fl"oot (UDF) andthe
Herstigte Nasionale Party ( HNP) ali
rejected the triconera l parliament.
nobody even whispefed about an
a lliance between these d iverse
groups, fJ.:ljJ.pQ does rot believe in a
knee-jell< fash ion. W. retuH to be
IHllkrled to1M extent of cIoIng "'"
oppo$lte of whulellllr!he opplellOl"
does. PMpIeWhobehaVe Inu~
}eItl fashion will ulwuys be IlaveI

• ""If Senator Edward Kennedy's visil
was "suspicious: I doubt whether
Winnie Mandala...ouldfIc1I,epkr,OO
host to him at Btandfr:xt." (le" er to
CPo 30 .k:Inuary W85)

There is a d rstLl'bng tendency to
oeecocbe issues and pit the cere
VIOUI' and views d individr.Xllsagainst
the cercceo sto-cr 01 treoctteotc
People's Movement. One coo only
ec ho Comrad e Pu le Richard

~~~kiu :"~~
lite ItnJggIe and rtd ..,.,..~
fuo lfy mo/nQur/lh .d p ol/f'·
cIofg~M '" homAmenca
Of t1ghI"- In Amnla. I cov t see
rTl'fS8/fcalling SenaIcYKernedy "com
rade'juslbecause he went to lWimh
lope Hoslel. JUSI because he chose
toSleepinSo.velo~'be
~". ftfI/OyI ~

nHyKJ1he!JfDUP CJI8GS tJddDHnot
~ him) . He can'l be m y com
rrxiajlObecaJsehe :pua0Jfqph;f
oportheid, 'No. he CO'1'1bem y com
rac1e wflen miNions of Black people
undergo lhe same sutfenng as us
right lhere In ArnenCo Blockpeople
can'l have 'comrades' in lhe IMJIIe
house It there is any Uncle Sam or
Uncle rom ~ desires 10 be lhe
Azanian peopIe 's comrade, then ,..
lhoUId~ 0tII1he ~" wIIh
wtJIch". fIGs .ooc:ht1dhi".."ttom
sucldng the blood01.,. oppIftMId
fHItI'- ,.,. aIId abft1od; then I can
reconsK1ermyposition and10msure
the 8IocI< people wiN00 the same, I
am againstanyfarm ofliwolsweel
tolk eS(:JeCioIly wflen thot sweet lo lk
comesm::m Opersor)wI'JohassetiolJs
conneclionslWfl (J1c/xJJ irTperioIism
racism o nd copllolism To shout
heavy political sIo(Jans is not good
enou(}h to h V() ru fu. 8oesok and
Winn ie MonC/elo is nOI aood e
nough W. wont ID _ Jt. 1oloi
rejlctIonDl~$). PI'llI trttIIlttHIp
"' In~ --"-de; _ wont
ID'-1M cdIlMIM at .,uII.tDr»
um......'fttm ... 7 m,,*~

1INn. . ("Open Le"er to fv1r Percy
Qoboza, 15 January 1985: see
Musiim News Page 2O.k:Inuory 1985)
• "If is limeAZAfOpf:>9doo..n lMlo
said Senator Kennedy \<-OS here to
liberale this country'? Kennedy and
hi$ hosts kf1Ol'l he covxv chan(}e
thiscoun/rVspolificolsystern He IKJS
here to see ihin(}s forhimself AlAfO
dlouldn 1 use this visit to boost their
OJ/in(}poIificai image." (tetter to CP,
30 .k:Inuary 1985)

Percy Qoboza wrote his cdumn on
13 .k:Inuary 1985 lTderthe reveoling
ocoree "Our fate may hinge on
wflol Kennedy tellsUs. #In the some
Cd..rrr\Q±nrof'D 11i'ootEd 7hecJeep
senseolhutt osjudgedby /heletlets
rlew.;popet3" fIc1I,ebeen receMng on
AlAfO:I" protests ogcinst Kennedy
ooa there lore, implication. Tutu
should make Al4Rn /eodefship
toke stock 01 its priorities." This is
significant in the light 01 the CPs jet
ter columns in the weeks foIbMog
this cdumn and in the liQht 01 the
lact lhot Ie"ers sco-onteo by fJ.:ljJ.pQ
rrerrceao-c supporters to CPwere
never pubi ished.

• ':As so-ecce wI'Jo \<-OS poIltico/fy
baptised by Be I feel corcesea to
commenl wflelher thecii(JnifYofBC
is likely to be domoged , , , I hate to
regard AlAfO os 0 ttve Be fl'I(M"l-

ment- especiallybecause it \<-OS for
medoffer0 bon on all Be rxrJOf1izo.
tions in 1911. .. . Al4PO oISO foiled to
ploy 0 roie in protecting /he dignity
of Block people, o-e must oM<l'ys
hove the Block pecpIe inmind~
doin{} somelhing- instead of doin{}
things thotbe/ltfie BJocks -nenes to
CP. 27.k:1nuay 1985)

N. d to underline the point that these
e tres were corefully concocted in
the nothern suburbs, there is a eta
wing 01 the ore Comrade Steven
Biko with the coctco "BCs Steve
BikO" ond a drawing a lonoside 01
ComradB Imronn vccsc with the
coptoo "fJ.:ljJ.pQ·s Imroon M:loso"
(sic;). The a"empt to suggest thot
A1PPo has deviated from the basic
pnnciples oIec is tota lly unslbstan
l ialed and needs to be rejectedwith
u" er contemp'- We may add thot
Block pr1iM ........ IIMIf In IhoH
who, r8009"1.. "'" Inlpellall" ftv.
MIt and~ to combat II. ThoM
Who consoIt wtth biclod IUCldng
lrnpetlclilltl sweIy lack human dig-

"".• "red. believe youme. / thinkAl-<lA:J
is behoving like 0 bunch of small
boy.!. ttseems thai wtJenever the UDf
is involved, they rush thrOll(}h 10
d iscredit. withoul titSt IhOtOUghly
studying the metils of the ISSue '"
e l isha Nooni· · by Khaoo Mkhize.
Nalol Wifness Ec ho. 17 Januory
1985)

tt iscertoinly news to us that the UDF
inviled Kem-.edy, The UDF i~ a
statement support ing Kennedy'svisit
00 4 January. rnsisted that they hod
not invited him on the 5 .k:Inuoryand
published a list 01 pre--requisites to
rreelt"QKerT1Ed-{i""d..d--QIhe~

• that he does oot meet Goier-

ment ond hornaIond leoders.
• thot he meetsNelson Mandelo,
Onlywhen Kennedy hod fo iled to
meet these conditions. did the
UDf again support his visit (9
January) Writes David Bre~ ;A
stormyUDf Western Cope Qerle
ral council meeting this week
rotusoa to ossocia te with lhe
Kennedy visit As 0 reswt. senior
UDF executives \OI9((J absenl from
theslogedutin{} the publlcmeet
in(} In AthIone, RecoIcilront UDf
Western ecce exectItives refused
to oIloN the meefin(} to be held
underUDf 0I..J!JPiC9S ,.. The ctrYNd
\<-OS singuJotIycod toSenalo"Ken
nedy himself. rI1ey _ porticu
IatJyquiel~SenatorKennedy

denounced those who 'foolishly'
treated the SeMet tk1Ion and its
solellile states os 0 mocIe/. Sena
!OfKennedy I'.-USeff8Clivelysnub-
bed whert irntnedJalefy offef his
speecn: the oo-a SQrI(} a song
exprBSSingsdidarifyforftJe Cuban
andSeMelpeople. This otfiltJde is
seen os a strong reoct1on to the
visit by the politician. ' ( Sunday
Stor 13 January 1985; see a lso
Sunday Times 13 .k:Inocxy 1985)
We sok/lle P4IOpin organ_
lion wtIhln1M UDF Who GIlIl g led
the k.-.dy villi al _I as "'"
Ie<IderIhlp of .... NaIlonaI union
,.. , (NN)cadl.FedlID
lIonolSoultlNrlccinTradeUnIonI
(FOSATU) who did nClftum up of
the Janaury 8 m..l~ig held of
....oIIcMoI.... COunclrofllnlonl
of Sclulh Alrk:o (CUSA)

': . . A ffempts to perst.JOde theSena
tor not to~ <::fIs/I1oJestment wiN
lJItimaIeIybe in KIln. "( PotIic ia Che
ney and Ray Joseph: see also .JoIY1
Motisonn in Sunday Express .k:Inuary
13 1985: " , . This d::Jes not mean
therewllibeblanketsonctions v.ml
there will be is a few more slices off
the salomi .. ~ (Gary lIOn stooee in
the S~~-m.bus/nH$mMwo"-d
wIIh bMafIJ 1M fhtI SlHrolt:n
~.hI,IkIndOl'l dIIIm.sfn""fI· fI
tHlWH COmtt. ":· Die Vade~and 15
Xlnuory 1985)

There \NOS a deliberate attempt to
~t that Ted Kennedy support'$
d iSinvestment. Howevef. Kennedy
e xpressed support fo r select ive
d isengagement (Suncby Express 13
Xlnuory 1985) .....tlich impi lesthat he
\NOS \I€IfY careful to protect his own
business interests.

• "It the Senator expected 10 find 0
black oppressed moss on one side
and0 bunch ofsrrx.g while~
SOfSon /heotherwtfh nofuttherissues
compIicotin() the rnaf/ef. he \<-OS
b<x1fy briefed " (Gary lIOn stoclen:
"Kennedy Circus 01 Boon?" Star; see
a lsoDicly News 7 .k:Inuory 1985and
18 .January 1985 )

While lIOnStoden'S comment isa fa ir
one. it most be seen in thecontext 01
the 00Qey r:J !>J.APO·s a lleQed anti
whiteism raised by eg tfle Daily
Dlspotc h .k:Inuary 4 1985; Letter ta
CP 27 Jonoury 1985: Cit izen 24

"""""" 1085



we hnd II qurte~. EMlf1
00 Charitable grclI..rld$. 10 repeat CO
commitment 10 con-rocem The
spectre d onh~ IS reeec 10
ClOud iSSI)9$ lohed cccrcic re
marlted on c ooeot (10(1'0 ( 14
~ ,~) IrlOf A1jJfJQ~
rctpotustogoo lSI loch,)" boc:ol lSe
he IS Bkxll He COUSfC:OIIY added
thai this 1$ t!l& >NOv IhaI IS Iha wov
ItooI f4JN'O CiClElfOItl5~ ' :J' ss to
50\1. NAPas m .... to !crkson
""'C!$ Cl"/'SfOI CleO', come and attend
Tutu's h1uIblo .010 l'W'oopdJoho::ln.
nesbo..Ig buTdo nor 8IlQOO&~
n COI'I'V'I'U'W1'~ ..lcx:lo:.
senI'rlCJ09Q I ; ;0 e CCl foA1jJfJQ
P1asdei. l!tlmoal '-'<habelo 00 9
..tn.ov 1985 0lIU'lg , It \OIl'JS exJwo.
ee to- IW'n 10 cone 10 SA IVJlK)
I'lCId ....au:Jy ll'IlJO& .rs stond Clear
on bd<so'''s pOP059d VISII n ..u>e,....
• ~ ..~Thete0'8I1(}f7'>(JAb'A:l~·

TtltS """" ftVlk meSenafat IS Gbna (I

good jcb , . ,N (Peter SuIM::n. 5"":.
Jcnuarv 13. 1985: sooOlsoJ?andMoll
'1 January 1985; City Press 2Q
Jcnuarv lQ85}

JournalISts parTCopoled 10 0 blatant
otIampl tc d MdEt A1J>K) membafs
0'Ief 0 lounsl The<e was no d i"';SlOIl
whol$OEl\iElf in AlPKJ CMlI !t1'$ issue;
Itwas a cc-cressoecec- and Con
g ress is A1.APO's hig hesl POl ICY
rlXlkll"Q onsln.Jrr.enl,A1Ub11eatlempl
10~ d ,$S8I'lI .....Ih 'n AlPKJCMlI
the Kenneo::tot I$SUEI WOS 0 stoy entit
led "C'ocp9r steps~ as Al4CO
ieOdef" ,n the Sundov Times 13
Jcnuarv 198.5. ThIs story ' . ~ ....)Oed
beI\.OOl , twoomer stones- one con
too. Q A1N'CJs stond on Kel. oedv
and anothel conl ()lnOllQ AlAPO',
stondogolOSlloc!<Son Ale: iN *
COop« JlOlr* eM, IIZ»O .. com-
~ pr:.lt;tpIe 011 c:' , ea..
... 1 0ftCl doM nat .. ' ..
'-<I 1 1 sNp CUII5 and tB commII
..... III -v AZ»O liKl.1on ..
toIc:II and \ii1O+\li.M'Aii
. "The (.b h O I) ' b 9 . j 'I& JOId ItIat
~ hod f11e fIQIll ~ pdtJoJ but
he~ !low AZAPO COt.JkJ
ftVlkS9~~..ar ft>e~

b8'n J"". ff>ey fIoov ooea the
....... _ . he ""'1""'. see
0150 DooIv~ 10.Jar'ulry 1Q6!»)

I'>lN'O hod~ good reCl$Clf"lS 10
cI'o':lose Kennedy 01 0 T<J'Q9I Anla'l
Haber 'MOle in II'Ie Rcn::l Dc:arv Mad
( 12 .Jar'ulry 1~) thai the Kel .~
too.Jt -.os an eIOborare. costrv otIoIr.
buT ftle US GOVERNMENt paid
II'Ie bill for Kennedy and I'Ii$ $Ian So
muctl for ttle d dference5 between
Roogonism and The Democral ,c
Party We arel'lard lyuntoirwtleflwell
call !he Kennedy leu a CIA.-SPQrl
$CIfEId wI'Iilewosl\

• '' 1M101 is~. , ,is the~
sInQ e>od9nce 01 Okxic 9XfremtsIs
v.no ptOIeSJ Ifrong ODfXI$1t;on 10
~ (7l(j free enterpise·
~ r""", OttdDr.van.. i7t _••
OI'l'~t:M,'l.dln~OII~

~-::,..-:.:~=.';;
IN SOUIIt AMcarI aM:.~ .,.

(AZAPOJ ....,~'"""'.,.
~ltto~ckJ/I.t**. lM1oftMlr

white Sovtf1 AI'nc:cn:s "". 01 &shop
ruItJ, Dt 8o<Inok 0' the Zulus ' Chief
GaIst>a BufheIM. mcny rTlOdeIofes
in&!Iion(7l(jfutr:pe,not to menl'ion
An l6li(;Cl see"-" as the tost 01 a
gelltlIO/lO"Dl6C080 toflfJgOllale a
semernenl ...", the~ mo::n In
5O'n9 aeo:s the MJcon~
Con(;peSJ II seen In the same
n~ conteo1 as 0"> opor1IJO
bon thai has 18I\.o:1I.7l/lY It#n8i1 to
the East b ams o-a SlCCOf/ orVY
bocI:luse the W9sr f'IOs 100 1\0: "

\
Johrl trClIrveno. $Ia 16 Jt:1I:"4JOrV
Q6!). see abo ""Mv v-e.r bV AlIster

Soo'It$ r . the $Ia 16.Jt:n1::rv 1Q6!)
ondSoo'lt$"~QCIflS

., Sc:uIro Mw:xr ~VO' ~
AnTl'lOny l 8WIs bton Globe 12
.Jar'ulry 1~)

•
fRO,A raP ro BOrTOM CQJeO'>"Il7
...", 1(61 .loSIClY asncv ru/u

""""" t>A-.(Ie., 8 80 Id 8o<Inok

T,me wo. rell ODOuT the ughtness
Of .......cngness d The perceploons d
D'Qlrwna, buT this OfIlClEt ondICotes
1tlaI!he captol'~! medoo knew II'Ie
1$SU85 WM:JIVed ond especial~ !he
tIlnJ~t toY.O"d5 II'Ie NalIOl1Ol Conven
!oonon~ Too""'6l ,Nob:xty con argue
!ha l Ihe anll·AZAPQ ca mpa'g n
launched by Tf'Ie medOO was any
thIng bul o::l9,befa!8

• ''Bsko"sfo/t:lwsf!0"lCI9 t>ad therepu·
lO I/Otl 01beIt'tg /he mt;I$t~.
/edolSovtf1AJnca '$ 8I<xkoohtidotu
- but • .....,"',...W/d(IhdK_
dy'J ..,. Itt SDuIh .utco 10 '"" ...
,,,., ,.,. f~ • • "'-J "..,
mwI"-,.",. t>«= "NO lIDo _

, lS't cllftwr lor... nlOll . , .....?,
good. (Antr(:Tlv ee...s !IIs:JIa \W.
n8$J 24.Jar'ulry 1Q6!»

"

or course, Frede<tck C leay ( Slor 5
JOr"oOrY 1985) argued tl1O! II was
QU,le coeoe ItlaI Teddy Kennedy
""'lllJid be PresodenT on 1968 C leay
menToons the~ on Ted 10
"pic/< l.C the toHen stons:1ad 01 tfIe
fOfTllIy ombshQns H Petey ccocec
even odv'loed tbose who $hooI<
~ W1Ttl Kel.~ noll TO~
them unTil 1968 ( Purc(s IICh cP 6
JoTo.Joty 1~) ~ a-.., case. fs,JfJ.;lQ
lows l'ClItorog • Kel l'edV oces noll
stond lor FYe!ildEll ll Ifl 19M ee se
IT"QnS a l'logI'I-pofile q:: o....,,,lat_
d . , IP90bm

• ~(AZAfO'J) 8C CO'u.f l has been

1Ofhet00a .... ... ' Eldby rlS Sl • • "' "
sn f8Cef1f ~. ( f none"" Moil
JoTo.Joty 18 1~ at D:JQEl48)

~~ c sx •• n tel-
leetval v.no S6I'WJ(j 10 ye(Jrl on
llcCbeI ,fSkJncJ .. IS~~
SsOIe b tfIe~~ ct>os>;;Je in
Al4CO, • JIXOPJO/"'lQO ct:r:ss~

SIS evo Its polcv, ...n.ctr r-.as been
txnea 6OIJI8/y on tOCe H ( AII,stlll
Sp::7os "Anh·AmerICOl Il$lT\ goons on
Soul h M ICa", lM:1shiIVlon Posl)

ALAPO'• ......, flt"ll CongI'Kl and the
~ to IflConIltUIon..,lpho
sIZedIts -.eklagnglyolsondc:om
mlhd It to ooclallln!, The Ilk•• 01
Ale..andet' (who 'snora rnerrb9fd
!he 8CM='1'01contrIbulKI ony
..lng to analysis thai race
15 0 cla.. d" lrmnonl ond thallhi'
lIadl-":lnQ doll .... \fOrtguClId
oi lhi' stNw~b llbei al>on,

• '11 IS 0 oxc DI.lC~010'lY 5hug
(;)Ie tf1OI l'OU 00 not creartt enemes
CIUf 01 people /nsIerad I'OU sedJ:e
b9s o-a multcJr~ " IS
0sIhci.if to-' the~ tf10I
me cJemOnsftO rOlS wete pIan /ed
~Ili d /he 61~ 01 the oIOefO
I'ion shrJ(}ale 'I SaJm AhlCo The
~ .osa.oe 'I 5aJm AInr;:o IS not
XXrubm .e'Sl4 CC:P1<*Tr It IS me
f/hf'fWlOfcn 01 /TWlCrJ1'y rule and
t¥XJIiIWid 1 TheSi.nDyA-bi.Jar'v:l
rv 20. 1965)

A1N'O does not ao:::eot!rlos 5l..pef'
tI(X]I ond palemo1l$tOC 0"lQIySiS d
the p cblem on AzawJ "d085 noll
SI.6P"S6 us ItlaI 11'II$~ 1$ spe
IWd out bV w-.e M.No:lro'wo, wtoo
Yo<lUld I"o::M9' been the MonrsT8O' d
( Drs~O"\ I'lOd the Z,1TtxJb,.,oe
M oCa\ PeoQle·sl.hon (lAPU) tawen
~ onz,~ lAPU l'os C<)Il.

clustvely P<M'ld ,f1eIl on er-.-.y at
the ItbetatoOn sln.JQgle on Z,1T'Jbobv,oe
It I, the Amnlon peeple Who win
de<:1dot1hl' pnontI• • 0I1heir stNggle
ond not any ..... poIftlclon.

I! I~ 10 be noted !hot the ANC has
a lso dut>t:>ed The I'>lN'O prates!s as
" 'lTYllOture" "Nobody v.nois setiou
soY lOQ1<tlQ fat a cten lQClohc Sovm
Amro covId possIbIvbe OfPnSI /he
vr$I/ sn Sovtf1AIrrccJ Ofman 1'*8 Ken
rreav - wt'lO has fl:l(li<en out cor
t9d1y Orl some 01 /he to.mrlg issues
'101.'SOCJeI'Vonr:J....""has COI leenl ·
rated trts _ rQfOUfl(J these issues H

(0)13 JoTo.Joty1~) II" 0 plIy I'aot
_ '- to I"""" 0 bcnic t.nef 01



ICtopecp!e wmo.houIdk~ bet
1M': _ do not need KMlMdv'. h0
gan,~IIcOor the raop. taU~
ratltlll - llbiituk...

• "Senator~J(9"Ifl9CtYsSowelo

~...as""fJdc8dbyAlllA:J
oemoostro tors yeste ,doy And
c/'>utCI'ImBfI and WF~ hod to
..au ctr0"1l7Y >echO >$ d the 2!flD.
shrYIf} OOWCJbenI ()'I Offac*ng the
dI9tIoJOitoOs. rr(7la/1etTUto~
the meeflng fYtX;teI P90ce Prrze
~~ C>9g ,lOIld TVIIJ lOO'
nedtheDfOle$/OO fhey_ f'ret)i'lg
fheswemHeCl9Cbed 1he~em
1$ oefemwne<1 trIO' ff'lIS meehng
shOtkJ09~ I d:::n J won! to
~ theM16m fhoI/Of The S)o$f6m e:
not babI'l. " kflC!llo,o1 r-ow to use US
OOC"" lSf o.o:56f_ "Btshop Tvtu rot'*' 0
o.ote anonQ' fhe a.JdJ8I laJ en ....ne
mer to~Set ofo ~Of>ea.
nna CWVObOvt tXJ"i9I'IlO6I'dfhe
Aztncn,l\}q:)l9:S0g00 wsoto ,$I{Xx1
to lo()l'e No: The tW d trte OOWCJ
,,"ave a vOCi ferous g o -a head
Inll ' >eoIol6l\' lt16Ieaher pa1 d me
OOWCJ trroaIened to 8flf)UIf the 00
mor'I$/roloo at ft1e !ron! d ttle hall.
oot_OIOCkecJanddissuodedby
ccmmurlity IEJOCfefs 1flC/udJnr) the
I){)f"s Frank Hillone ( SIC) and Jobu
:vg"""-"lVO ana the South Afnean
CcvJ<:iJalCtIvrChe$"/omMan/nom
AI ml$point Bishop rutu announced
the meellf'l$} ..eukJ be ooooxroa
1have10dIY I00fll'l0l.0'lC8 in m y own
~f\t tt-at _ CCJt'1I'tOt recer.v
Q VlSlIor beCOt.<se meMlem isama



For its pent AlJ>K) Mued a state
mao! 00 9 Januay 1985 to say that
the protests were dif9Cled at Ken
nedy and not Tutu J,VJ>O 19mCI...
kldlhatb......,lIe.olTuIu_1ls
-.rile. but nCII all Tutu'1: fMnd5
_ lis tI1tonds.

It eecorres ceo tr-ot there were
etIortsto stoke the fires 01 a confron
tation, Tutu's rernaks at the Ragil'lCl
Mund i meetin<.;l~ cescoec 10
Inflome emotions for he cfeorlv
equated the "ladies and gentleman
01NN'O" "";111 the mem, The irrpe
nonst media has distolted the actual
number 01 A1PPO members and
supporters 01 the Reg ina Mu ndi
mootil"lQ. but II goes wilhout saving
that a Iiny minority could never sec
osed in stopping a mojofily trom
e'E!fc ising its will, Thent -.. 500
Azapo membeni In !he 11011 and 700
member. oulsld• . Colli ng e's
attempt to suggest that the UOf
members present were urged 10
exercise restra int is p:lrticulalty me
Chievous NN'O has a reccc for
responstxe bet-cvccr Itt. M<IY.
rr-rt was simply not~ntd 10
compromlM Its stand and was pr.
pared to dear wIttl any eoventuailly.
Incidentally, the Reg ina Mund i
meet,ng was never d iSl\.lpled: Ken
nedy hod a lready decided nol 10
00000'

A:. for the suggestion that the police
protected AlAPO. INs must rank as
o s<ngulal1y malicious statement It
was Kennedy who.....asprotected by
Soutn African security policemen
throughout hIS lev listen to Lou is d u
eocco in his CJCCOlI(lt cJ KenMdy's
la nding "And here now is a sight
tha i tendsnewmeoning 10 the WO«1
irony Sovth African secutity police
forming a ptoioctive COfdofI around
this enemy of the GcM3mrnent they
S6fYe, to octect him againsI an
other enemy of the Government/"
( "Ke nned y Media Blitz") Avenue
' ;1a rCI1 1985 ot21 ) On the 5 Jonuory
,n 0'1 attempt to protect Kennedy

seclJl'ity ccece-eo and lOitwoy co
lice assaulted and arrested /JJ.APO
~ 00 8 January 1985,
oorceteooossec a crowd cJAZJ>ro
dernonstratoo in wanderers Street.
Joh::Jnnesburg c-c the coree again
attacked demonstratoo wtlen Ken
nedy Ionded in Cepe Town. Each cJ
these cttocks SON AlAPO members
being ceesrec and interrogated by
the police,

The Ide"llftc:allorl 01 KeI• .-dy wIlh
1M _.-glme was belt lIIustro
ted wI'Mtn a I(~ aide askltd
<:deZI!tlu.... Clndl, ...Co-OrdIno
tor 01 1M IIoek Falm WOrk_ Pro
)eel to prodl~ that badge 01 sJo..
¥MY,IM dOlllpaa'

The CifyPless( 13January 1985)con
ta ined a "5ol.Ivenir sccoeo-eor'
wN c h rrentioned Kennedy's speech
a t Regina Mundi as a fait oxorca
CPplocards were pIostered a ll over
Johannesburg reading "Bishop Des-
mond Tutu Reverend AIIonf8ossak__~~
andSenator Edward Kennedy invite
)<OU to 0 meetingat ReginaMundI:"
Talk about objective journalism!

It should be obvioos IhaIthe libera
tion movement laces serious pro
b lems trom multi-nal ional commu
ecctco systems, A problem wh;ch
any libera led country has is the cul
tural imperialism oIthe communica
tions media 1\ AlAfIO It seriously
Indulging In natfon-bulldlng to
wara. to<:lallsm, It hal to Qioppl.
wIlh 1M practical problems 01 Cln
altemollve mItdIa . The press and
broadca sting media determine
what people kl"lO'H. wtlaf they talk
aboutand to a n important but lesser
degree. how P90Ple act.

The Il'lCIIS IMdla must be transfClt.
med Into an agent lor change. 1\
must con..,.y til . m.nag. of
change, lINt IIlMld and the rwolu
tIonClly dlredlon. We do notwoot to
simpty inheril fOieign-owned and
controlled publ;c com-roocotoos

systems. press.broodcasting ondex·
ternal telecommunications wh;ch
ere motivated by and programmed
let plO'il.Anotion whose moss media
isdominaled c-o manipulated from
outside is no nation

il must be emphasized IhaI ceoso
ship is not mer~y a matter a silen
cing indMduaI conscience, IM'ler1
the collective conscience - that a
cecces. eMlizations and cu lfU'es 
is mczzeo, thaf a lso is the crime a
censorship. Censorship is an oscect
aI exisling power relationshipsand is
itsett a pari cJ the game a power
The Question that has to be a sked
repealed ly is whose voce is being
si lenced?

Peregrine Worsthome has to be co
reef when he asserts: '"TM meN
optKI the 1OCiety. the greater the
opportunity lor 1M media to get
things serIouIlywrong,which It Why
0"'- Press Is belt MICUled In clo
sed tocI-'les wIllch deny".,-..,ugh
IOplt to hang 1IMIf.- ( Time & Tide,
W,nl€M' 1984 a t 64 )-

,lONE PEOPll ONE AZANIA

THAT GQEMUN AGAIN
• Really. EC, how couid you? You've
iabelled Sonnyleon "David Curry" in
Flank Tall<VoIume 1 Number 41XJ98
19!

DAIlSIYI. DUNN
«ceo.Notal

(we find it Quite dotficult to dsnn
gu'sh between no(H....t etes - EC)
• EC. please let us in on the secret
wtw the space in Frank To lkVoIume 1
Number 5 o t IXJ98 261

INNOlfNT WJllA
MdontSClne. East London

(II wos the printer's Qrem lin again
Here'sthe cartoon v..1lich wos meant
to fiil space;

- - .-- ;. '.,. ,~
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BEYOND THE STETHOSCOPE
AND THE

SYRINGE by Meshach Khaile

cnJO.Jot'u::I:'I '965..kJdg9 PI ... ,I
W G IlO$ldtd the TIl7lPoOlJI ProWl
dol DMsion (the~ tarI'l9llo::l1hc1f
~ lXlI'Mcted the So'SO/Bf'C Nine)
b.nd theIe \iOo05 0 pImoscceccse
(Leo0 COS9 c:otliiO lor on 01"_>
ogoiIlIiIltle 8*0 doc\ols.- w. Ofs M:r
Rolph Lang 0"Id~ Tu:l<el'-a
-" ip<4b Cf diyoc8'ul ccoooct- co
conduct .....niCh.when fBgOrd 1$ hod
et the pIQfe$$Ions a lhasa occtos, is
IfT'PlOPEII' or d~l.The Judoe
President Ofdered the Med ic o l
Cornmrt1ae 01 Prelim il10fV lnqulf'{ a
Itle SAI.1 e DC 10<;1101 0610 ho::M3' the
BIko doctors pI050CUted

Thi$ )udgemeI " ....as preceded t¥...-
• On 9 ..knx:Iy 1918. Chial' Magi

shate PIIn:s wtw) pwded at the
Bikolnquest. tn:rosmtted Il'lO! PO"
b\ d trle Ir"Q..esf IBlXlId v.tW::h
....,ed to Ooctas to-c. Tucker
0"Id Hersch to fhe SAAl & OC The

::-~ }' ,' cd, c::~m
cine) b*"'~ _
pIImo __ ,4 Ii I ee 01 Irnpfo-

Efit~,;:,.;:n:.. Dc:"'1111 ":t. •• WI
....,..... rnca.r.

• On 20 Oe O..11""" 1971. one
Eugene Roeiche. et Iro& Clrrbu
<XiIi I (]I "sOllice~ lDtidbVfhe

5ouTI'l Amoon Coln::iI ct~.

he!.Oiected 0 Ienflltotne SAI'JI 8;
DC asking 1Tlem to co ISt'Me on
EWQ,.Iiry i"ItO fhe COI"O.d a the
Bikodocl",...

• On 11u.e 1980 the SAM &. DC
YOted 18--9 to co,•. ,. fhe aetlc;n
et the lrQ.JiI'y COl i IITIittell

~i ' ...DnIa1g,Tuc*........tcl'i... .. ' - - ',Illi. .,
...........du; andCOf._ ,.
__ 0 ........ g -d1h
con...... 01 Ih: t ,. an

:$ ~Qg , ' dol
II I'm,', Hi.' '., bI.lI _
and ,=,nlient c~~11'Ih

lIIIIl'lIch ~~dMd'"
.". ... COl ocI..

1hev abo~ lSjred ttoot e-e
Ir'Q.Jest J9CCWd dodroof c::ootoin 01
the rele . .. ,I e-.idallCe 0"Id ttoat
even thol .ecOfd coolained
mc:rteliol oontIicts bet..ee: I the
doclOls y,/9f .t9 Cf'ld b9twalln It1e
doctor5 and the police wareses.
(500 "llooIn No 6''', ' ''' TaIr;
Volume 1 Nvrrtler e ct pages 12
15) Thervsw evidence before the
SPM &. DC inClUd9d eeoe-ce
given by Keeley 10 an ad hoc
commmee oppoinf9d by the
Medica l As.saclafiofl of South
Ah/cO (.MASA) one the f9Sf of the
nq.J8$16" /d!lIlC8

• On 18 t.bch 1982 the HooIIh
WOri<erso.oa oisoIo Icn::IOtlIlaio,
rrediCOI poci lliol~ incU:fing
Doctors Yosul VO'iovo (1on"Nlr
Nofional Fo""m Co mm in ee
t.~D.J . i4al i MZOi1oe

a'lCI Ti 'NoI!cn • • ...., a 26
poge lsi d claaft1 soeC:i.oo.UV
0ll0'00led cn::l~ ITdM:Jted
ChoIges cn::l co '$lkJi lis (n SI.b
star ICe muctI ..... DTI& CIS !tie 17
Febn.ov CIt ) <oJi 101 ..... B*o
dtxtos.

• On 4 t.4oId'l 1983.~~
CD ••, '11 ot~ SAM Ii DC";'
dlosd thai ... action .......
oeaiMf Dccb s lang. ,uct_,

0' M::I uav- ' COJId tn:1 , t:JItlit :ag
OQO'~ ""OV ...m Irw!I /Y01'

- -

Dr Tvcter Of)(/ Dr IIMCh 80th~ $teYe lW<o t>aob& he 0r9a:~
6OP'El:l:liEld (7IyJarious . do:)/io . ofaan W,:q;lti' at Iflaf IWn9

"



.Iela and~. n. Incro*r
Commlftn found that all ..
n ' Ido" ...... I'IOIf-.n 00II
1kI1.~ • wMn • dMI wlIh
R1l1l~"." complalrl and Ihat
no .- iidUIal ..1.1100 hod
~., d llam ... • 'I,. tM>_.
• 29 rnerroors d the SAM &. DC
confirmed th i$ decision of the
~ry cceoretee on 25 .Apil

DoctorsVario:M:::I. MzO"l'lClOe and Wi~

son and plotesscrs Ames. Jenkins
and Tobias brought an appIiCOtiOn
to !he Tronsvoal Pro.rincial ()vision to
sel osidether~ioOsadoptedon

4~ch and 25 ,Apli 1983 and to
Ofder the SAM & DC to instiMe on
enQ..liry into the proIes.sjonal con
o.x::t of Lo~ and t uckSf

TN COUIt bind that lie k1quIryeon..,...., I and ... eo...ldl falIed
to _p I ck.- 1M naue 01 IMIr
, l~fwIdlonwtr. ' $ nMle
'IIl'hIIt.- .....1d.... ..,.... d by
VaI1<wo,Arr-. ..oIlo",=.::
...... d ...gw and
"telvll d pIImG -=-.o1c'e1lCe of
~ ' lPfOJ*'orclllgraclallcondudon
... pad 01 l.cInlI and TucQr. The
lnQuiIV CornmJtfee &. the cccoca
erose rT"'IefeIy 10 consider ...tleIher
the evidence SlbmitIed by VCJriava,
Ames €I I aI ""'OS the $OfT"le 0$ EM
ceoce submrtted by RoelcXse, fwen
In pertorming .. llml*llluudlon,
ltM'f -.:I In Ilndlng that no ..
I Jld , .- _ J*:Iced --.ttwm.
Of ecorse. the Court was not con
cameo about the IT\Elf'B of the
chafge$ and compIoints and direc
ted that the SAM &. DC hold a prc!pBf
inQUiry ifllo the professional conduct
of Long o-cncee. A speciQj rreer
i!"f,;l of the SAM &. DC 00 16-17
Fetwuc:ry 1985 re5C:II'.OO notiocccecs
against It1e oecision in Vcri::Jo,.o v
SAM &: DC and the inQu..... into the
conduct d Tucker and ro-c "";11
bag,n in.AJn& 1985.

In grolesq.Je conltosl 10 the foot
sI'llJffling d theS6M &. DC in the mat
terof the Bikodoctors. the SAM &; DC
displOveCl inglollous haste in DI(lS&

euting Dr Martshe Nchl:Jul::e Aubfey
Mokoope who w:JS .IIccused
Numt>el 4 in the "SASO-ilPC Trial"
(wiaely known os the Trial of Block
Consciousnes:s~ Much os Bo5hotrs
jud\;lemenl in the SA'D8PC Tool \\10$
epoch-mol<ing- it convicted nine
'ead en o f the BCM IOf wrlttng
I ''''~cn:I~cn::I~

!ling IOllIMIiD c.I.bn*l lIcen
sIon of .....mo liD~ In l~

~ (obWIouIty, SAM • DC
Ilot nof Y"I "-It of ~
AocGiidl ) ... _ of lie SAM• DC
__...~_II 11iD.....
I,_ e~ 1 tioga! ......,. " _
......W~.. lIep, I ,
tlonof conca.ct of a m.1Ic CIi PfOCI
IlDMr lror his Pclllklal Rl ..... IMtd
an, ......... In lie wa'I1I

"""<WI.
Dr Mokoope obtolned;he deglees
MB. CHB coc registeled cs 00 intem
IWh!heSAM &. OCon 5Julv 1974,He
was detained durirog September
1974ard undetwent;he maathon
So\SO-Bf'C Trial. In D8cBmbel' 1976
he was sentenced to~~ impri
sonment on Robben lslard. He was
COI'l\l'cted of """=' counh undef the
TertOIisrTlActAct Number B3of 1967.

On the main count. Iloshofl' Iourxl
thai the .... COl,,"1ClII rnIIlhc1111
_ empla••1 liD CICCIIIIlPIIsll
..... 1betalkIn ofllelkx* Il.apl.
(ville) _ 1111",_ -.0 or.
amollgllllelkl ••ahod"~
bIoct oMi I I 1 lror actlon, _
parttcularly polltlcal vlol.nc. ...
(.AJdgement at 241). ~ con fairly be
said that !heNW"\ewereconvictedfcr
their bejief in the Be idaoIogy cs !he
!oIo,....;ng passcJge indicates;
·(L)GI"IgIl~_ UMIdb'th con-
..."*"nIiDCOl-.- ...
CIlP,.IICIft of"'IlacIl' • • • In ...
~ .,,~_UMldwtlidl

cau•• 1 and~ fMiInaI
of 1lGIIll1lly ••• Rl.t"..n hllacb
andIle1lfllhlM • • -CcP dt at240)

On me 5OConcI count. Bosrdllourd
thai b't' organisr,g 'Jlvo.freIimo rot
lies. The accused inten t iona ll v
endangered !he moinlet ICll ICEI of
lawanclordaI,A rallvpKlnr)eO fcrtha
25 SepTember 1974 wasbanned at
the~th hols ood the COlxI
louncl lhal !he accused were guilty
0 1 proceeding w It h the rally
..noIwrthstood ng~ { the)rea danger
of violet ICe,· ( cP dtat 252 ).

Or MoIloapn, no.,.. _ 1.1".1
trom ... Itelill:'" of .....111 In tt71
. ..... ...,1iD hlm_1IIIUMcI
..idlltt<...11 On the28August 197B.
the SAM &. OC was inIormed b't' the
~ Department that Mokoape
was convicted lX'lder !he terrorism
Act in 1976.Inan allcbl'huRl m.1
IiD"SAM.DCby" ' c~""'ig
fill his ""' .lIl(IIlINp to M ......
IlIId, hi~ ... c1. tc .... crbc1Q
Ill' 00fI'\'IctlanI (26 July "12).
~ capn, IIOIM _ PI ..C"Mt 10
IhIr _.,1 I on 6 s.,.:•• ,lbM't9l2.

On 2OClctoOOf 1982. the President c:A
the SAM &. oc instnJcted tre Regi
$liar to reIer fha mattaf a Mokoope
to fha hQuiry Committee.

In December 1982. Mokcq?8 was
reiecsed and ~seMng h is
intemsl'1ip at fha EdI.od VIII
HospitoI in D...orban period c:A
housemansI1ip completed in 1974
was recog! eseo b't' ire SAM & DC
Mokcq?8 camplefed intemsnip in
Dec::ember 1983ood then stca led 0
prI>.QIe coerce in l.IrT*lzlT~ip
v.'hich adjoins 0u1:l0n He 'NOS pc
coo on the 199istera madioal PIOC~
titionEll$bv;he~ & DC TheCOl.rI
cil mode numerousattempts to gat
!he judgement in ;he SA5O-Bf'C!roil
~ f.abrucay 1983and August
1984,on2UIlV".t9l4"'1~
CO",",",II III ch.d1haI'-_
a ptImG bcllaI> _ of ........ =p.r or
dl'Ol'GClIfuI conduct Of conduct
which, when MgCHd I, hart to CII
Me» c:IJ~pr knictL, 1II
~.llhouIdbe : .....
.alhal .. SAM a DC u- no
_ on 20 Aug!'" t914 hrn II cIcl
on 2a """'''' t971., and tIKII 1M
CoundIIlad .... nof.,,: e••~ In
obtaIntna a oopy of Iolillcll Ju6'
gIII'wnI in... SASO.JIlC TIlal.

It shOuld also be ampl'las<zed that
there was no lMilten ceoce c0m
crc.nt 0 1 a lle g a tion a g ai nst
Mokoope but !he~ & OC hod
decided to iN tiMa proceedings on
the basis of Mokcq?8's own dis
c cecres.

On 23 No.<embeI 1984. Mokoope
was served wilh a summons 10
appear betOIe the SAM & DC The
cooce plofened against him rood:

·'THAT vee. being a reg ist8l00
medicoI pcctttcoe;ae gui ltv of
Irrp'opal' Of d isgacetul conduct.
Of conduct which when reg<lId is
hod to)Q.JI pIofession is irnplopal
01 d isglaCeful. in that CLnI'lg Of
a lXlut 1976 VOU were convicted
in !he Supreme COurt on """='
croeee of conlTovanina Section
2 ( 1) (a) of Act No B3 cll967."

"" ......NG

C oun sel l o r Mol<oo pe ( Ism a il
~homed SC assisted b't' mram
Moosa ood Edwin Comeron) c0n
tended 1haI;

• The lllJadical. [)ental ancl Sup
plemenTOIV Healltl Service Profe5.
$IOf"\$ Act No 56 of 1974 (!he Act)
conlers a ju risd ic t ion 10 the
COuncil to lnstiMe an inquily "
ard 0IlIv rfit isIriooered b't' a writ
ten~lOnt (SEictions 41 reo::l
IMth 45and Regulah:ln 2ofGover
m enl Not ice R 2268 o f 3
Decembel1976} TheColfiCil icC
I<ed The ju ri sd ic t io no l l ac t
(nomalv !he written complaint)
reqt; ifed to cotatvse the If'Q,Jlry.

• The case against Mokoapa wos
that he was COI'l\l'cted neartv a
decade agoofcon~an
Acl which has sance been IepeQ
led, In lmv ard in !oct to argue



no! Monetary FU'ld and asks that
the WOl1d returns to the gold
slaI rod · he is~ to
DYog ot:o.Jt 8CO' IOlTlC d"lOl Q8
n'l$l'1tlOl'\ed in Section 2(2) (f) of
the Tenonsm Act ald thus he ls
preuned IQ h(r.oe the infBnhon
IQendlJr'iOa' the mainleo ()l ICe cI
The lOw ald Odef Jhe Minlster
rrust P'O"8 be , 01 d I8OlOlIOtlie
cb..bt !tlOt he Od I'lOf hcr.'e INs
ir"e"te",

-,t. *: aI eetlIcI fI'IlIItdldnguish
11I k ... i whaI It IIIIlcIMufand
whaI II lliVilOfaf and b Iii .ft
wliallI ".w.iOIaf~..and What
1I ".w'oaf 1n.. _CIIbMng
dIgH c....

• A cist. d O , rrust be fI'lOOe
bet'o.eeo I 0 sirTple intenhon to
poI.oote IOCiOI~ (nj The
BCM"soil c:1lir.cllOcist p " _

III IlG

• The 1ei1O"," Acf cA '3d Icr a
~ QUIlt i.e the 5IOIe
dOe$ nothcMlto~theClCCV
sed'i QUIlt but Ihe0fX'l "E'd I'lOs 10
I8tlut the~ AI!t'Qql
ElosI ootI .re ,ro eel howcorlused
COlJO'l5IEIlon both SIdes_dJwl
the~ r:J ft'Is~
guIt ( .. V~l8f'lfOf2'"""'"
hIT I 3' n i.e ilCmElllOOll ( opcif
Of 250 ) ( h:idui d<JIV. ft'Is ITlElOlIS
ItlOf the CO'MCtlon r:J the NWle ls
Q.JIfe CllJlb10lClble in lOw) To
fake on-"IpIe,x:rv the Mnisfar
cI MI 0 ce goB$lQ the n tuo' IO'l>

•Ac:o::iol. og IhaI a 1. 9 "'" • _ PIOC
totO' .. nca 10 I'lCMta~ C()I"'5.

CieI........ the,,*,""', .pochl.... ....,.
...no nco :e n the gEIl «idol
pa::;e., d (JjOOO11 ed~
c:nd ...no dO noll Iii IQ to ollo, ioto
the IOtd theOPP E4 E:1 "",,*,,,ed
c:nd det'u'!'lcnl9din ScuthMco
ae the ones...no 09 reoIty guiIIy
ot iITOopet or clyocelU CO'\
duclMoic.oope hoeIped ini tiate
CJ'ld cxl i~ pati(:jpoIed in the
[), d dJ, New Fam. 'MnteNelds
oocl ZOI oerTPk> health cn::l corn
m.ntv pojects d SASO o-c Ihe
OCP.

1SSUII'·tpD

IImoybo ! .....r"*"d Ihct!tleAd mol<eS
roPOOl$OOl lbfhSkrdd~
the Commltte~n dec,$lOfl was

ev: • lady u'd"OlX....1Shc.

The Os::C)lIIOlVCo '" ottee 00P0il t
Ied bv the SIoM 6; DC gro ,led the
opphcoloon lor MOkoope"s d is
c horge ....tI'W)uT enu'lCIOMQ CTtV
............ 0$

, SOlei I • .tv ~"edQe fnV59/l 10
cc-secore mv Ille to ee 5EIIVice
dtu·...."'v ·

1'hoI 0 mere COI1Yiclion lJI'ldar !he
looon$lTl Act constitul9$ iITpopElr
or ofOlocetul ccn::Loct \Oo'Ithout
fBgord 10 the mot ive 01 tne
o tfendel. Ihe Circumstances
underwhiCh theoltel cecome to
be COITV'IVITec1 the octuoI CO'\
o..oct CXW'I$hMJng the ct:eo eeo-c
wheltlel o.JOII WO$ ...... , ot'..eI'i or
presumpt,velv .SIObIl$.hed is
untellOble ........ "lG'I' btl _""'.1 • wtlicl'I COl". w....
morol~ 1M .,«twn ..__ci ......

The lOP 5 :~ b the pO .bma
(it! r... flillOl)CO I '(lbo ..... 0IQU9d
thoI5ectJO"l45d the Acf ot'#V~
II9d pod r:J me CO'WICtlcn o-c the
ODilIlOl ' cJ the COo..nciI 1'hoI fhS COl">
YCl'lOn c:onstJtutecl ll1c;liOPEIl or di$
Qiloc:tl1U CO"d;,Ct Sechon 45 does
ret I9CJ..W9 CI ......nen co j '*'"•.but
ClIl:::MIs the COo..nciI to l\:Jke c:ogrV.
zrarceall'leCl:lfWlChcndo rneckcJI
pucillo oEIl

On me 0It>eI herd. tile Corrmrnee
d9arIV croe the WOI d least ___
h::roce HOO IldieOded Iohecl lhe lui
Clute ce C056 Ifl the M;>Io'cq::>e epi
sode.lTle~ _-..QJldp05
sib ,., neve been ' I'u o wn l ull...,..-..

TheOCCUS8dot M19>blilOl .. It1e Ql60/e$f Ir10I in twstcry

.,



TheFifth Natiord Coroges.sdAlN'O
at Relfeal. Cope T"""" on Mondov
17 and Tuesday 18 Decarrt::>ar 1985
sow cooteot being given to the
theme "Resist. Deland. Ad\Iance"
and 0 c iecr commitment being
mode 1C7'MJrds systematicallydew
loping e-e inffOslTucllJra tor a soda
list AronOa

--
The oul~ng Pfesid9nt. ComroOO
lybon Tiyani Mc::tloso rem:Jri<ed .,
his STo le ot the Notion Address'
'"TIlers is no doo.bt in our minds !hal
this~t is lXldef the grip eX
foorond what we cre"-'Cltch~ and
81lPS"ieocing is ns lnal soces of
d wnlegrolion ond we oe 1TlOf(l!hon
~cowrcec that theMuracJthis
country detinrte!y lies in ttoe ho:7lds of
11)6 e xplcltec. op p re ssed and
d ispossessed,"

Mobosa clorrtied the 1985theme by
odding: 'we hove chosen and /01
lowed a reYOIuhoray path, Today
our bottIe-cry is resisloll atIorts d the
$lafv$ Ql.Q defend end ccco-ce
the Couse cJ the people ere the
Revolut ion. OUf strug g le shOuld
coose to be passive and reactive.. ,.
Our c lear understanding 01 the tor
ces in constant octco and r eecc
lion in our sccetv will ecc us to
understa nd th9 role we I'lCMl to plOy
in cur SOCiety lo l::Jf'rQ atxlut cro-ce.
We tMno. to Ulidon.... id Ihat /he
hYolullon ... ntqUIrn the _10
lion ofdemands onc! CICtIollS, stooe
by stoge, In the conlIlct willi 1M
~, utillzlng 1M whip of 1Mcour_ ..d IIlonto ~lll*1lhecon

ftlet and to drl'M !he RwoluIlon f0r
ward, wtlhoUI tloppIng at !he~
.JdI,,"~oclIollt~Iowln.

", ., .crecec reecs topo;nloulttot
0$ much as the R9.dution has to
hove a Irte and beet 01 its own it
cannot be merety left to chance M;
much osscc-sc-eccs eruptions era
both essential ond noce5S01Y in IhoI
no Revolution is 5UCC9SStuI withOut
them. it is Ol,Jr drty as ecoes and
rreeeee 01 the~tlo g ive
decisive iecoe onc. using whal
ENe< ogrtolion and PfOPOOCIndo :
cvcucbie 10 us 10 org oni$EI l !'>to
~Ie and 10 creole the rrcereo
fum 01 a continuous oHanllive 1<>
WJCls I<'eYoIu100000objecl r.es.0
the YMn II-. ha¥e beerll90ilb
_ ..upIOM and'- wli con
I noue, while .. COUll'" ...olullon
It de!o .lgpl"i III nlMtlod 01 con
toln~ cmd Np'IIIon. ThI.con
toln~ ancIlWpl.ulon Ihould "'
vIgllontly IMlIIrIcl by .. IofoH 01
rI'YOlulIon • ••

", . W e hcNEtIoWlllul1y SUbjecl 0lJI$!lI.
vas tor the soee 01 the muggle. 10
vigorOU$ tests cJ $!lIl<:lil iCi$1Tl and

se~-<J~t , . , We $hoUld IT'IOVe
beyond our CM'11 rhetoric into prac
tical revolulOonay cctco , , , no wo
tegy $hOuld be too old ond w e 10
be recssesseo. Theolder the strategy
and locIic$ Ole withoUl any ec-ce
vable and visible $IJCC8$S. the rru:::>ra
the need tor lotol and compIele
reosseereot . .

• . . ..b a Mo••menI . . ._ ha¥e laid
all thai .-dI to "' laid Iar .....
molJ,meId. 0..111 I glllical p gIIlIon
.. qu/lII clilal ancI what _ need to
do II gilt dowI'l and l!/OItl:.

".. , Unle$$ we octMlly exercise 0lX
righllo seIt-de/ence 0l.X commun~

10&$ oregoing totonevocoece gar
ri$On$ and ceretcees, we con no
Iongef afford 10slcnd and v.otch as
the teces QO bY. , , , We wmhcNEt10
QO out cJ our 'NOV to deland the
QO;ns mode in the course 01 0l.X
struoole. and 10 oeseoe and de,ena -the principles cJ Block co-e.
c iolJ5ne55 d isployed by the mo$$lB$ in
octco."_m_
This srote cJ the Nolion~ set
the to-e joc COrogressW'hiChdid not
cecencte the realms 01 rteto-c
and lhe old reo-guard bottles to
oetoe the ouonces a the BC ideo
Iogv, DeIegotes analysed the srro
tegle5cJ WO!k uoccoces. slO\fO'NOV$
and cocces and the decisions 01
~inlhis~oreencapw
cted in the Position Sloamenl i55U8d
by the Cer1!101Committee

The d ireclion and Ihfusl 01 Corqes$
WO$ 10 plcMcle the basis tor a Pr0
gramme 01 Aclion~ would see
direcled octco and the U5haring in
01 0 WOt'r<ws PeplbIic;: cJ Azonio

Congless resoIYed 10:
• Adopl a~ version 01
the educotion policy;
• Po'( dose oIIenlion 10 the Edu
calion Oisis ond 10 coli a Nolie
rcr Semina' on EdJCotion 0\IElI
the Eos1et weeI<-end:

Mofll6h:S Pho5a H80d olLegoJ
Secretariofe 01AZAI'O

"

~..; '.
I~ \ .

Setako Nyok,O,~ b uoo"
o-aRtsaI DeIIe/opmanf



both I oatiol oatIy'ond internariOn<:M\l

• Branch &><lCVt_ c:ormvltes must
roN ro::t.Jd9 blOl "" OIOJO' "",-,,$

• DociplFoarv powell d all Ioo i' ........ IS

:::",~bvAlH'CYS Codlt

tMJ C. *11II C ' .' .

The .-~ Co.", ot!ee I ' : Ie<:l
d Cay.:'''' )1$ h:w slJD'1gIV !he
~'l!ItJnfI'oat nol:lodf s/'loI.J(J _
on a poll b rroe 11"0> two ..... II

ot<w:w""'"
Tl'Ms cer-'lhOn I'lo$ OIl' ' :'>!8d ot.t d
!he tfl qlill d CXAel $..e I&ad&!I'I().

The"-CenIIClI Coo" i1 _ ..
"l . " II" 08l",I'lOt>ekJ (So 010 );
[)ep,ofy PI I I ;l$l.1loIio B B I(l "k;:l& 59::*0
(so-to); Voce P ....d (T~)

Nt)oomu HcbedI (~)Voce Prot
StOenI ( Cope) PtototA ko NIlolco
( Q ss ostoooon); Voce P 1:10,,1 (P\:lIiti
COl ( dIColo ,) George wa..etloDa
( Sowelo ) vee Presidant ( Fincn:::o)
MonOiO sereccee ( Co pe Town);
SecffIIa~ GerwoI~ Mc:n:m

the ove.-all strugg le lor rcncecr
hbaroticr"\

stxluld be ccossreot Wlltl b:::*Il Itla
S/lOfI -larm and long.tem1 goals d
the natoOr'Ollibeflllocn~t.

A1N'O ccnSldElrs Itlal ltla tocrcs d
WOfIc st(l(lOOQEls. stovowovs coc
covcctn or8 Irie d Ond te sted
memoos on II'l9 Iibemlocn stTuggle,
cn::l I'>OW everv patel dool to en
rcece ... -
I<redIzong tr'8 lVINess c:JDPe$SIOf1 era
~-ewPo IOtO'\ d Ir'oe 8Iod< \001<
ong ClOSs. AlAPO 'OQOlds II os ceo
mate thai AslllO"lOII (we I'>OW no
tT'i(lf'08'{) ()"O(J N*"-"'ooo(we.... not
noe) nc:.m the tone a most bc:tV.
coni. sl O'!'QWOVS ana .....one stco
poges on 'OC$ Souft,~

Wh,le e onsclOUS 01 lhe POS$'bIe

=~~~=
1'nbutocn to the 9>IPllfIllnCe d the
flock lIoOIkers on lSIoIed mcmochon.
AlAPO fOl<es "'10 o::x;o onl thal r:¥"I
metI'lOCJ cJ strvggIe 8fT"fJIOVEld cce
leWyccnbe~cn::lmodeto

deftecttr'8~"lOehol.$I
~ ",o"..
As 0 Iobero!ocn~t. A1N'O
nos 0 dul\l 10 onol\lle 0 11 mass
ocliOnsd lhe opptessedaod e><Ploi
Ted and use lhe nch lessons """ iCh
may be g leaned therefrom 10 00
vcoce The rellOlul,onorv effort to
quolda trvEllv gr«JIar helghts
A1N'O is cJ the VIeW thai v.'Of'o: roc
pages. bo::!'fCOItS a'ld S~ cee
onlv to be~ oller ccrelullv
SCfUtinil:i"Q ee moteno c-ondIIions
These coootcos ncll.Ide

( 1) Ir'oe f9SCUCEl$ cJ Itle people.
( 2) 0 Ihofough ossewnenl a the

sI'O'I- coc ee ~term goolS.
( 3) consu ll Qllo n w ,th the

""""""'"(4) now II'l9 ioctc suP "'"'"

In ordIlr I05CWcorIUlJon 01 '0QO.I
1Cf'\k$ by Dl'OOOQ' " . '0 OOICoes and
5logol '4llCOl l lp:)1011t WIth the lroe a
the . I(J!OiCIIltlerot01 sh'uggIe, the
system I'lo$ !tYI'Jo.ql Irs agents ta>
red If>e IIome5 d ~teno. ermrtv
end ho6hIoty 01 1oong the !O"'k$ d the
ccoeeec ond !he e.coIOlOO this
~~IOOO"t>1the
anIH::aplol.st oncl Qrlt ...mf_O lsl
loIces 'epiel(ll'ltad by A1N"O IS nof·
~ l:lufan 8Xtenso:nd !he DS'o":ho
lOgIcal PfOD()gOIIOO WCI'-m:::JdW',e
championed b y t he SABe r the
enem,o media and !he 101emol ond
extemoI Qlhes01 rTll.IdefooJ$ impeno
lists.

POSmONSTAnMENTONWOllKSTOPPAGfS,STAYAWAYSlBOVCOTlSISSUEDBYTHE
CENTRAL COMMImE OF THE AZANIAN PEOPlES ORGANlZAnON M AT 8S42.Q2

Fo ll owing 0 th o ro u g h OV9 fView
and reeectco on the POlit ical / ideo
lo g ica l d eve lop ment one I he
mmedoo!e- and long./arm Iosks a
the Bbclc WClI\(IJ'lO ClOss ond its ff!NO
luhonary OIWU' oi$(Ilocns. the Cenlfol
Comm<t1eeclthe A1J>NAN ProPI.f'S
ORGANISATION ( AZAPO ) u non j·
fl'lOU5IV doc1ded to cecoe ltlaI ltle
!O*'Ig and CIOtl'8$OOd " lOU! snoI
..-all llEMJlulooroy and POOOJi va
slfo1egoes ana tochCs W!fhon the
QI05P II CIfdBf10 """"'*llI ' ee COJlf
r(s s;stem d lOCIOI CltytXlOIo ~

eco oomoc e:<Pbto!o Iond p:lIohCuI
0IXYe'SSICI"I d !lIodI DEll CO..

TheCentroICo"m"Ottge beI~!ho!

in the struggle IoIIhe repo$s8Ssion 01
Ia'ld ond a 5OCie!y deYoid a wery
kind d ,~.ty. e ¢llOltotion ond
dlscntT"Onoloon cntv 0 ......ted. POlitici
zed ond CW"gatliled P"':coe VIIith thEW
CO'15Olida!ed.~ r:o-c:an
braol< the choins c:J Sb-v and OP-

""""'"



ITAL
by DR. ALI SHARIATI

DrAM $horiali YoQ$ born in Mozinan. a Slburbof Mosho:::l,Iron Buir'lgoneof the
/ofemOsI e>pONJflls of sociolism OOsed, oro the teochings of lUcm. He YoQ$

confiruou5ly hanassed bytheShot1'S'ElQII' lEland twice serwd pnsonterrTl$ tor
poNtb:JIoctMtv,Hailed intOEOOIEI in t...Ioy 1977ond,.,a;rruderedthree~
loIeron the 19thof..l.rle, Thisartic lEl ,.,a; translated by AM AIl8hloci1lCI and the
EditCOOI col~ ccrnot 'o'OUCh lor its0CClI0CY'

me JOCk ofconcenftt:1tion 01wertatS
on fooms results in a lock of seIf
awareness and rtIerekxe 00 0\<.0e
ness of their exploitation

This ""';11enable !he Iobor loree to
become even more ccoceenctec
Quolily-"";se. 05 capitalism grows.
groups o f 10, 20 Of 3J ....no used 10
WOIk together l.R1ef 100 busines.
sman WIll now hove 10 WOIk under
live ccotcrets. ThJs. concentration
01the labi::lr loree. capitol and pro-

isadded, it chonQes into QJOlity.

The some is troe in lhe system 01a
social closs structure, One cure rea
sons Morxism gave in !he 19th cen
fUry about why" p.a",nls ..¥Olu-
IIonmoyoccwmt.,orne_happtn
at 011,11aIlrtbuted lothelrlocll: 01....
awa_ • worIlers should lead
the peasants and give !hem !he
necessary c wcreoess. This is coiled
!he problem 01quanti fy, that is. the
lack 01ccoceonotoo 01 formers of
their place 01worI<.,

Peasants a re worIling o ver a YOSt
0 10001land in a sccneec manner,
100, 200 met res 01 e ven one 01 two
kilomel res110m ecch otner . 'NhereOS,
in indusIry, WOIke rs a re more ceo
centrated Another reason is!he foel
Ihot worke rs live dose to each other,
In the 1\Jedo1system, !he workers are
very rru:h spreadoulond di5per5ed
k the concentration o f worI<.ers ..,
indusl rial capital ism grows, it wi ll
cause!he feudal system to pullbock,

ncar ..YOIuIIon and _ Ita pofh
todotYklteln a.ucha wayo_ to late
guard Ita own copItollsllc dlMCtlon.
COnseQ.Jeolly. ....nan one becomes
a wo,e 01the foel thol incidents a re
occuring to one'sccccoeon eeoe
lit. then one becomes a wore 01how
ladiverl thedirectionafthe incidenl s
10 one's 101oOJr Thus. when cccao
lism learns tectcorceeco' is one
01the cousesal!he proletarion revc
kJtiOn because d c reotes inlkllioo
and unemployment. then ccoto
Iism becomesoble l oerodiColethol
cccse In other words. cocecnsn
acknowledges thol these teeters
ccose !he proleloricrl re\lOlU1ion,

Therefore capiIolism. by means o f
c reoling trusts, cartelsond common
markets. may stco o crcrce these
lactors TheIl istosov.eopiloITsm may
make competition ceccceor. 05 a
result o f lOrtlich. !he hUge tcctores
would not jettison 01 bern billions 01
dollars 01 goods oooocec cs \OoOS
the case in the year 1820 01 1925
Some 01 the lOOsens ot1nbiJled 10
this a re the 1ol1oWnc'

1. InOfde-rnolla'lose tt"ermarkel
s-ores, loclOfies has to produce.

2. To pay thei r employees.
3 , Being unoble 10 eooce pro

ctuchon to rreet lhe reduclion ,n
co-eorotco.

4, Increase in c rcoocnco has
a lwoys been a head 01 increase in
consumption.

5, To keep prod,x;tior1 (supply
Ie~) in ferior to the den1orld~ in
Older to oeseve high coces AJI!he
al:x>lle mentioned lactors ....011 coose
capitalism to loll intoa crsncecrecte
c ritical~yment lOrtlich would
expedile the proletarian re\lOlU1ion

Another foelOl Couslng !he proleta.
rian revolution isthe diolecticol prin
ciple lranslerring quantity into qua
lity. FOf e xample. if you read a poem
01 rec ite o n an!hem. you wi ll no!
cecore 05 erctcocrOf excited cs
....nan a gfOl() reads the some poern
.., wn ich c ase vou wi ll become e x
tremely e xciled 'Mlot is !he reason
behindth ls?Qooolity, TheII istasoy. ,1
500, 2OO:l Of 50)) people were roo 
d ing the p:Jem, there would cer·
tainly be more feeling and excite
ment Ihon if only five 01 $ix people
""",e 'eading it, Thus.....nan quantity

-
IWIllocwecome-ec vefY turdornefl.
ta l occern which I hove a lways
referred 10 but never d iscussed the
problem of the tactics coDlal;sm
uses 10 rcto-onee ilse~ ,

When 0 n'SlO11U1 1 u,:.".v.eJ'$lows o f
the transformations in h<stOlY,loclors
which couse social re~ion and
the dialectical pnnciples o r histOlY
and when 0 h istOlicaI phik:l5opher
shoWs which factors coose the lor
rrotco o f 0 social c lass and how
and uncia< what cifC\.nlslonces II is
Iomled and how it grows until it
expk:ldes. and when he shOws how
the delerm,nolion$ 01 the d ialectics
o f history c oese 009'$ social doss 10
destroy its opposing class and then
bV means 01on internal revolUtK)(1.
annihilate the rulirv c e ss and seize
power. then the ruling class will C9I
10,I1I V f~ the dcrQer of ceconoc
Ihe VICtIm althe ooectcs of hIstory

In VieW 01 the coove. as the cososo
pIly 01 history and the game of dio
ectcs helps the growth of !hea_
..... In the plOletal'lot about the
k1c1ort c-'lng a ptDIetarkln ,.yo
lu1lon wtIlch will o.stn:ly capltallsm
from within. b y the some toll",
copItallsm _ 1IZeS 1M hlltDncal.
lOClal , clou fl:Ieloft; , the d lMCIlon
and behalllour thot «ldonger Its
UISNnceOnd which will ultlmohly
dnlr01 II. '

Su/:l$eQ..Jently.accordong toIVorxlsm.
when man's self awareness, soccn
co-sccos-ess, awareness of being
port 01 the ptOleto nan c lass and
when the proIeloriol. who are the
ocoee- Ioree. IllOl::l'liza and form a
politico l pc.rty. os a centre sex tt"er
struggle against the ruling c ioss, this
could eecoecrueccees and icc
tors leOding to the expediting the
revoluliOn in lo'<'OUrol the poetorot.
Fi:lr the some reasons. the ruling Of
the e~ling class. thol is 10 soy,
~llsrtl,1s~ to ha.. contlal
o_wchtocloniosMtfowa_
or scl~lInc awa-._ and t»
corne lamiNo r with .. law of hblo-

--
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Themojortactor~wvukl....
cfte a NwoIutIonot"p...1l:atla11i
"DOl I; I lofl'lal~ 1<J, 1

ro-e menloonedeetoe. ~ isthe feel
ing of poverty wtlict'l stortsa~
menl n. n I cIliary !actor that
-*' f*'UOdiI a mdi:II c:t- to
tIM .... 001I 11'0; I I of b*lliJ
.~ ...... thorl .._b:t
of booing .4AaI' d

It 15 The dioIecl C II'lOI •~ We
hc:JIo'l3 wi" ad tile b::I !t'UI t.r*I<e
~ 00lectia. ....... onrt Gftti.
_"W_'_~

=-=~IC:Z::~:'
The toe!OI wl1ICt1 husI", . the NM:*J
tiOIl II is a toe!OI of the diolechool
1"t"IOY&lT'6f1,How CXlLJkj e blond cess
find consdOU$rEISS? Or d iYert it? Or
coeco-e it?11coecooeecooscess
consciousness. cne COI'l $fOp ~. tt is
very ceor n is jUit i ke a doclol w-o
krol:lWs 01 the $'fl' 'P!O' ' 15 of tile illness
end COI'l Itlao fY'II ~
One of .. ":'~'-br:i••about.... :h II a....
,." .. til.... ... f • L ~

ThoA. ~ IS notI.mIlI'lOIthe more,feel
c\eIpriI.oed. the I'I"iOJ& , ..". beoJi, 6
O"..oe of m y c::ba Now. wt-at .....10.
.... moIca me !eel c;teprIved? ll1iI::u;1l
8llPefl91""1C8$Fl )'OtItoCletv.veu may
notJCe tnot " is not ef'O.Jgh to ce
hungry Fl order to !eel IhoI you 01'8
hungry, n has oeen obse!Ved IhoI
not OflIy do some people wf'oo are
ho"ogry not ~ ~ but they e....,.,
than. GOO IhoIthey a re leading a
goocI lite, 'fhe;, ilorro::I'4oretulgry
but they are not consciOUS of it_Or
they ore ov.ore of !heir tv1gef buI
they ore notO'<oOeoftheor lIVIOIutol
~ lhevfeel raIUal •
Tr-e e re mony Ioctors tnro.Jgh
wl1ICt1 ens COI'l &l!heI foal 0I"6$EII'I 01
be Iooled byotheri WflOII5Iho1 b::I
II'liClUl:fl wl1ICt1 a deoIived peISOIl
may JaOkle II'lOI he 15 dElc:IINed' To

The Pfl)leIaiOI. wl1ICt1 OCCOids>;l to
the dioIectiC$ of hi$tory.1"Od to bling
0b0uI a revolution. is now moving
IUrtI1ereway from thedirectiOllof Ns
tory The recsco is IhoI capital ism is
now aware 01oUthe 1oc101S c-c is
WOfking hard to $fOp the~
tIahon at ....:JrkElf5.

In 1'1"1& OICI rs-nes. be.... ' (lie. Fl Lao.
COlI_e. &(JIlYd 01 the ....."""_
IB3d 10 bebuilt Fl in;1IstIIQI cecs,
'JhlA OIl in;1IstIIQI \oIoIl'I~ be
created WI1T'l iI$ ",'POi SSl tiling
dole 10 the .....tollOS end OISO 10
eod'l QIl'lef_Moao.-. !heV used 10
~~UJ"'O ,
_, . , . 'Opx1UJ , . , 0 ,>A:Jge.ccrn-
mon onemas end co , lmQI'", beac-

""' "'"
Today ",,is is roo k;Jnger the case,
Ettorts are towards I'lo....ng all ....:Jrk9l"$
~vIng qu~e a distance from their
plOCe of -...crt. r.steo::l of b.Jildina
cnesinglelvl1gco ...... ,...Q1eiIordi
....:Jrken. theynow~ liEllo'8l\Jl scot-

-~
In IY'OOIl ro...srtul towns.~ 0fIIIlW
leges I'\or,() 0I 1I'lree kilOi' 6 iQli 110m
eod'l QIl'lef.~ 01'8 ,ed by
" ...... . 01 dEl:1s 01 oec : ' y
POfIcIcnd ooan SDQCel. Thcf IS to soy

llI::IIy.'" lant; _
Iy __ who ho or "iiI.Is'
.:h ; 1.. M::o=__. dJIW'lQ eoec
tlor4.the~....... , lei del iOeSOI'8
stlo\oIn by a c:u"...:t OIl the poIlI'iOOl

"""'"
wt*l . vmg lCkildilho'" IignI
of ImpIO " liepolIllcd boold
lI id1o<1 !hot lie .ldencl......
knwrdibllghl wing. ThoIIS 10soy
IhoI aven Ih9 proIeIoriOl ord the
e~ledc~FlEuropemenlioned

by Marx 1'lo1o'l31igl1l$t lei d&l cies. EV
""'- Ivmg.aida",*, dIop onrt"
,,..1Ch IC;nomy Ii toeIIy I'lurt b
.c ~ _ of _ • .-c, .. poI'kaI
board Iho_. J : I of moving
tDwaa .. left \III4nlI. But today. as
CXll'IpOl'&ClWl1T'l the 1QmOWll\6y.1he
I;loOrd 15 i"dlCXI" 1Q 01 ..... SQ"lSlob!!
Fl /l::M:u of tile Illi1lI wing

SfOtI....Q WOIUI SOUO.UrtY

1COl II'le • c:>oo:>e FlThe pnN...u f
ord iTs EMIl" growing~
a Q.JOfltlty·,.,.;se • C fOOlie - jus! ~~e

The i"IC_ Fl ......:JIar fQl 'lpEIIlJIure
This quonhty v.'ill lhen be tronslel1ed
to quolllV which is !toe owa~ening

ord sell o .....oreress olthe proIeloriot.
coiled reYOk.ilkln. You recv eove
rcecer tnot Fl pk)ces....tlel'e people
WOfk 01 $lI.ldV os a group dumg II'le
dovord II--. ..........'5& QlI"Ogl'lI.1hev
008 I'I"iOJ& >8l1Sbe tnan 8lTlOflol 001
~ PI(:Iblieo '6. Jhe IIIlOSO'l is!t'UI
ttoev 0f'8 COiOili " lOted (II WOfk ord
""""- !heV iI.oe Jhe I8SU'l 15 not Itle
!IQmEI wI'IerI !heV 0f'8 iCOIIuoed. n.
_ .. 001I ."alein of-u.n
CI'OM..._ ..y .....s:.~••d
iii :fIt ... and .. e ~ of
1cItoo., thus ottroc!lng mo<e ord
IT10Ie WOfkars. n- !acton
whIdI__ana ""an~

_, 0 eIoU ng 1Ipfft-

uon 01 claM n lie makInG of
~II~,., ... beW In MIt and
-'i.. po_. OiVUI' .,.
"" and e¥Oluolun of envllO-
__and cOld... of I" In 0IIlMr
to conlJlont.."*'IiI"-- 'It
!actors po...... _y lot 0 ..¥aU--
Oft"~Iw:Ind,"; p I? I ' ..
o6MI 0_ of ell .. abo.... PfO'
b*nL He isno Iongef the C*:l~
1 · . .. . to:xialolrTT.Te/_1h9Qqli1o
llstCU"lnoweo, iPbV' • • b.;psl.. philo
~ tcl90lIsls arle\o'8f'I rt'I9tr101Sf
~ sodaIim arI Mcnis1 el(
per1$. I<J, the CQ)itOlist isFltom oed of
a ll the ClOngars !ocing his e xisl&OOO.
he .....11 mr:tlihza 011 his pOWe!S to
chenOa the di,oc;liol , of history Fl hi$
,,~

Cor;liIc*smFl tile IMiStlcII~ verv
" c c eI f\ll Fl its "1isSOi ' I<J, 1 I"I'lEII'\
tuned belore. a PI...,........IIliIVOIU
hO'I I"Od --. 1Ioled n !he 19lto
century.but we I'>ecJr rd_ '0 about
it n 1'1"1&Xlthcantvv In _ f .
vIIoQM."~ kit __ ....
lIDo ... itght In Ftui ..... onrt

dul:hon 030d to !toe co iOili ll1O-
to'l (If pIOlefooole ThIs. Fl tI.m.
~ c:o..na The rurb8f of wcwkers
1'0 I CIeOli8.1ru5~ The
gIQWItl of ....:Jrkers "'"*'b,IV



COi lOel..e and to lead 0 raturoI Mfe
and to knoW ....t'lOI 0 f'l()fmCIl~
n"US1l'law '" 0 """ liO _1e 1$ a tl'O
j)IIOObel l l But one n"US1 oeoIile 011 of
tt'oo$e rtw'lgs .....t'iCfI one does ret
haw,~ one 1$ ret 0\00'9 01' thI$._(c._.,..~...
Wtw::iI -roeesc pelKlf'l I9OkZe Ihot he
is deQnwd ... ~Ie? " 1$ I"OEIffher tow
inCOmEll1Of no io lCOI'T"o8, I10f low pro.
d\.lCt()n. nor e wn small o wneJY)'P
nor litt le capitol, The onsWOO' isundaf
comsumploon When one teals thai
one f'olJ$ a very tow SI'lOre 01 CO">'
~in~l$~

one 'eee ore 1$ beIi'\g e.¢lllOf9d.
ConsuT'ohon CCUCl be tlo::Nc. ...,.,
0$ It'IOII8iat'ng to IocXl and dJlll6$
Of"00UId be kJlll6ICJ.lI, like It'IOII8iC).
frog to ccn etc.

You COl roaolize tile 'B S'ng 01'~
eopllote<;l YlCI i.JI'lOef consurrotoon
!I'1OugI'l doss entoooni5mS- The svm
p10ms 01 ClOss d tferences are nEll
!"Ell cccao """ DfOdUCliCI'l but coo
SlJfT'C)hon Irl other WOlds. a soco
doss tM. not redilehOW bockword"
ill e--. ,I " P: li S::! COOl!OI a mi1
len hmEl$ rT10Ie II10n (JI'l()I'to(It socd
CIOsl'M'oen tllebocl<wQfddOssOCf
UOlIV COl ....._ 01' 11'I& d ffelellces
er;lSfngbet se ,lI'I&lXJsCand kJ_
rbA~ 01' tile otI'lEll' doss
W'!'l rtwlI. ff'Ell'1 it ......18OIy leal cece-

'""
~1or9 , "" tNoouah eel,? C1n-
(InC! oonffaclloN !hot II'lCIII~
call, NOlIn. one! oonc__01_
li t.,. lin 0 clll.ld en""I'olll"'e,,1 0 pet"
1Ol'I1I'IO,dl*nlDbe..nutlalOiAl ~
lI ' lIItJloI PI'_on~...having
tao fIIIIId Ior.± lolL" II onI,
~ "'" tndI hili 1.1f In 0 IINotIon
""- M -'II wtIl oIher P1401 _
-.atMtndtoutha. ....MImo...

EvaM.dv , do I'lQI IUlow" ill 11'I&
t:tvose I .....::ud !eel """'Eln I .....::ud
meet oftlel!; wt\O la"lOwS 0 101. The
Ime I-*' .... dIpIlVlld,e~
'"' pClOf (InC!~ Is when I
-*,beoomeo_onc:I_how
""antagonlstlc cloII em.,...~
__ II _IS, .. I'IIl'lgI It enjoY'
and .. ... It IiIadI-

~y,IIi$~fI'lOt

creotes deQn\/Ollon. INhof makes
me oeoIile my~~ II
'he~ of ClIteI1

OCW,1rack1lorl

Fof eoOi' pie. a ceo1on tl'O b.Jsnes.
smcn wt\O is able to buy hall the
city. ~IS Irl 0 very Ifly o ffice. weonng
cheaP c lothe$, looillng QUfle pclOI in
o d ,rT y room w ith on elrt,emely
cheaP ClElSk. AI noon l ime he eots
SCU) Of brao,j and yogtvt IJIe IS
..o'It .E 'M'l>(> eeeo i$fI his errdl;).
..- wt\O srtl dolI8 to rwn _ trot
\.IIl..:llIY hIS CIOITi8S Ole _ II10n
TroOSe of hls l:lo$ HeOISO_trot hIS
..........01 108. hi5 chid and WIle ore
beflellI10n 11'I& b..!SI'lessmon·s

~ II\e eo ' iplo.- _11'ooI hi5 txlss 1$
ewn moredepriYElClIl1on hlmseil.he

does ret leal eoobfed 01 01. We
rck:e !hoICUOW'lcoplUllll, ' J(JI'ICn
~ rtwlI belole Euq:e~ lhe
eorternol ' . : ' . ig oI 1he Old "'*:Jge
rccees does I'lQI dot1e< vety I\'UCI'I
I ,om eacl'l 0I1'ler in the CIoSSlCOl
towns 01Ko5I1on and Vou:l All doors
lool< d ike lI'I the houses 01 the etas
seer merchonls ol1he ececor unless
trose houses belong to lhe biO lal
downersand 1he1eudoI1ordl1Jsu:Jlly
011 11'I& WOIis ore made of m.M::l end
show and lOok 50 mud'l e ee 11'ooI
05ide llom Tneor d ttr8fenf _ 01
holJseos $9ElI1'I 0$ If !tley beIoI oged 10
one b'niIY in the town. You 00 I'lQI
rcece 0 IIClIQ9 doss d.t1a src:e--
~. tile ecse would be dille
renl once you entered the houses
'M'len you see 011the copen cod
the rood thoI is ser.oac1 you .....::ud
leeIlhe tl'O dlIerel cebet",8an !his
and tIle YEllY r.e><th:::M.ne.1hey.....::ud
be incolT....... .......... Tt'os is entMely
COlIfay 10~ e>osts ... CU c;itIEl$

todoy and OU' P " c::losI system
Mole conl rooc tlOllS ore be,ng
, ooIiced in lToOOei. ,~ Modam
lTO"l uses hi5 utmosI efbI to I:Jaa.I.
!lIy1heOUl$ld8d hlSl'louse Snce ee
~does I'lQI see 1I'I&0000000and
snce " f'olJ$ ro e!loct on hi5 Ille. t'oe
does !his onlY lor r-e 5oIo:e 01 othEn
He'MJl'l1s10 indicoIelhot t'lebelonos
to en !JtIPElI' ClCns TNs relieves hi!
moralE! 0thetwisEI. Iha style 01' the
Cl./ISId801 ros I'lCI.Jsedoes I'lQIchol Q8

"" """ ..
ThI$ closs life 1$ 0 WO>f of hte thoI _
have 'oeoOmed n !he Old !lrT'i8S crI
doors kxlkecl OII<e 1<x:la{.~
CWs (WTl II to 1TIO<e. paI'lI or oeco-

HIS COf end c lolhes I'OVEl to be uni
que He's gal 10 be dfler9n1

"

lOIe If'l9m on ...,., 0 WO>f 0$ to be
(:(IIT()Ielely dolleoEli ,I 110m C)II'Iei1.
No a Ji:l')'S, _ MM tokroIl .....
In IllI 7 I kt.ThlcokU'and modi!

01-"001"""" be '"'.."" 0ne'I
~rnulfbee-e.. r~nalTobe
......... IoIhoWIhcI_ ..~
,.". and \II,", elkheel One bItol.
to onoIIMr etau. lrus. one conll
rues Io payollenhon toonasoppeo
ranee One e-oen WIShes to ElJ<OgQ&
role e-eee COl ,lrock!M:lns and dif
1ar8i CEl$ cn:e Ihe!o8 kncb 01 oc
!lons. wI'Ie1Tl8I IElCII or ur'M'8oI. ore
~Iecl to Ihe 0 8Ph O:$::l ClOU._
would cetlOI '/Iv beWl18 1I-.em Thi5 .
II\e sam 0I1he west's doss ot'IarEli p

ces wnic:t\ f'olJ$ doI hOlecl nto 0l.I'
toCoetv onCl nos ir'6..oenced CU I()
COIl8d ,, 1Odem people. Thi5 is0 b::
lor wI1iCh ,,",OIes end a.o.d<ens the- -
lhe oestoccrtc trodIlQn has o/WOyI
beanrroe,~intheW951. ee
CCMElol!hesysTemof~In
11'I& 1slOI , iiC ElCOi M)i ,.,. 1UCh orisIO
CJOI'c lrodrM)i 'is tv,:p.oe 0IMlI 80SIed
... M.Jshr'rIS toClEll'y IslOI llie etI'lICS
tv,:p.oe 0I\0Il::1fS sIn.O:JIecl 0''1::1 IVWed
SJCh OIl$kXK11c'~ to II'Mt
pairIf wr- it nos e:d.... ,eJIV ""'liI()

Ilened !he omlocrolic~
.-.eM wrth f9QOId to n:::hness. C(JU
eece. comfort. showing on onc:l
belittling otherl Thrs srote.~.

i1 sl'" at its highest $IOgEl in Europe.

Twocen!llles o!IEl1 Ihe go-eat MOl d'1
~whicIl COl rcwt 1he do3ap
puOIO ceollheaos1OC1OCv.l'OdOV'l
OIl$11X1Ors sM .....c:* and ""901 cb-
Ihes dll&& '1IV Tlref_ rt
......_ . • I JI ".
It 10 ..,.1'lCIt rt _ ~ ..II.", ¥O" _ . .... to PGIl'''''
mcry not ... __ I I c_
thev I'lave IheI' C1O+'O clU::II. •• _~
El!'lTerToil . , 'iElI " and c:Io5ed rrorta
ges They aiEl OII lftn'yand OI os1t:lOO
10: c ll.bs whicI'I odmiI special per.
5OIl$ holding~ip c::ords.~
o whoIe.OllPOUoto: Iomiloes tv,:p.oe
reIotic:lnS/'lipS wrth eodl other !t'ei'
cx:!IorlS.k~ ....... loi tSlpI
end tneir socd etQ.JoIfe beOI' a
=~lorrn<All"' , crIc1~1iI

to 1IW>I thoIlI'Ms gJO.4) a
closs IS sr..coeriOI to ClIhars. Tfwt de-.
""'Shes 10 Ell ....... ltlM:lI \.CI7l~
" WIShes 10 peI1UCIOEr otI'lEll'~
trot itS supal .... ,ly is~ I av notu
lOt: /I is a q.JO$Iy d Its bIoocl. !fe,
notureend~:M1ichsIiI exIst. "



ITi9Is to SOli Itlis ld9a even TI1o:;lugh
nc:tlodv is 'Willing to l::lu{ it

Thi$ $pil1f d sr.o...;ng of! the doss
ontogonism. wIfh f8QOrd 10 CCIO
IU'l'docn hasco. Md Ihe~
certainly 10 0 greater extent in
Euope Ihcro .... krl ond othef Third
WOflCl COlJI'lt!ies. foost. it has C1'9Ofad
WI .., : 8 51 fer Ihe~ doss. It
nos made the ICIid dCISS **ze OON
PClOf it isand t'ow di"",EIlIf it is!rom
the \.a:& doss. Ge".~. 100 c:.
200 yeors ago. The d ,tlefence
bet" sa , Ihe CX¥IiIt:llsl and the Iich
cIcI:!a. acludirCllI"Ie rroI oapolub 15
( !tie tomElcoJenr~ond
bo..- e i e l). '""'" the nW:de ond
Icwef ClOss WCIl I'l'lUd'l n'C1I9 tr'O"I
'Nhc;Jt It I: Ened to be ... . . _ eo
117'08- But to do(. hs ckJ5l, dII&
I8nC8BlessII'lCI"I '" ' • _ $ 00i ce As
a P I -n .mary 1i:ldcIr " " iCC: :
Mel by S30 ar S40 ' II_.u~. ~

_,...t tlml~

bodr~t.-_ '*-.h11
~ 01 Iaab and oIIlO
will ..d~ of .. _ ......
Wi; ... and Iiimlin. He liio1i show
his lar'rVly. COl ' lpelilo .. friends and
all the people on his street that he is
roN -...peIIl::r to !hEI 0!I'lln He eYefl
makes 10158 presurrption$ and It1e
refofe~ In o Iolse~, His
lunch tobIe is Ct.rtailad eYatVdOv
while oddiro to Ns ca. His reese
ning bMlg that cecce corV'IOf see
your stomach but l !'lls ( my cor)
shows my preslQe. His IMng room is
the best pkx:e a his bccse. it recei
_ the rTlOJI Ul$I"kle. it is saYtcwy.
big. ond rece. Thi$ is the living room
at c \IEIIY Iich pen()'\~ IS used
cnce cr t..1ce 0 yea Ilut he hi . 1Selt.
his ..... ond his ctlUei ,en living in
the~ pIlX:e cJ Ihe toJ58 and ...
the 'oOICJI$t 5IOte d lIle. He cutoils01
pceOikties regording Ihe rw:rtuoI
ond raalrI89dS cJ hisbntv n ordBr
10PCIV moreon.. ,110 ,to lheotlPE!' ..
ICJ"C8dttorol-...t'lct108lT'08 rae
ecbIe 10 c:u&ders. '!his ... .1tq:::w G II
i'l~0-d<EW"6Ihe"""'"
doss. TtWJt is to taV. II'Ol Itos doss
<::Il'too:JVI198l<s wilt'> its """'"~ tile
ItW'Qlo ltlCJ! 0ft'l8l'5 pc I I6 I buI it stiI
does not tv;:M:t,There.dovond righI.
it -. IlaoIJ ond feels the \elms
l1aY8sand to.e roh' Jhis o.oI<ans
II and ITlCIkEl$It o..oecJlIO'hatlodo.
These 1hirlQ$ wIl mobiliZe it and
COJ59 it to t'IOId (] grudge ogaiIlSt

""""I menhonad Itlol nctl men ond Itle
~ h PcQl~ Iliad to I'Ode 01
Iessanlhe~dth9ircon
$U~tlon, In general !hey spend
little But~ capjlOlism o.o.okes.
it C:harQed the "*"ole story c:orrpl&
lelY. !hoi Is 10 lI:1V thai c:apjtol ism
Increased the cpparent c:onsump
IiorldthedatlrM:td end the proleta
riat but it did not~ its ewn

$opt to -"11ft
51 IPPOSEI I was a Ftenc:h -...:nEW,
\Iot1aIwere oI the<*reendeo . iIo1s
beloI Q OQ 10theoislooOlslI1aIwa
did not po:; I 51' ? Jh&v nod beoc:he$
end lhev'ollolOJkjgoto!he sao. GoInQ
tohl __oncw' 7 Ik ard

In Pons. I!lElr9 0«1 c:iI oamali .....t'lo$e
lid<eI$ cost 10 IrO"lC$. 01100 Ironc:$.
Th9re 0«1 3 01 4 c:herl'lO$ ...tIic:h ore
ott I:lo\..nd$IOa POOl o-c dopived
person They werea iIOl.lR:8 for f'KW
and tc.imad a boundcWy. He may
notgo 10a C:lnemo on the Champs
Er.wes. /<:' 0 whole. neitherc:oold he
or any 0 1 h is tnenc ts . nor a ny
n lEll roer d h is Iomily 01 onv one
from his c:~ go !here, CapllaMsm
w4n_~llImto""P'a ..
- .., ~ • ..ally S111¥1nQ 111m 0"""
IlIng -1haS It to -r flCII tilt aNy
.... he Mi)olnedhi01 rt c ale
daMond Miooqu"-.t IIId1~
lIonl . W h a t is c:api t a l ism
~doirig?

~ e F' Usm aNy~llOn
o COf _ a7rL The 'oOII(lf\<1lI cxro
now go to the -V some c:il1llI ' ()
cn::l 'oO'l;JIch the some i'*n He now
goes 10 the some t*X:es II1aI t'is
I:xm ad oI ll'd.aIfy owners go to
He cec srts on !he~ some c::t-oc.
cn::l fools •ar B er:1 The c::t-oc. is shII
...om~ just Iil<e !ham he pro
\fldeI$ .... t 1 CI'ld .. \frI'fe. wdn scn
~ cn::l wc:m. just Ike!he~
Itools"""O used logo Ioc:i illITIO n
!he post. No.or he hoi.~gone 10a
c:il1llI ' () .... otto dftr*s 0 beer as
his bon UHd Ia drlr* wtll$ky. II
tnOkas no d/IIElfel 'C8 he imi'o las

"

Iham In Ihe best c:FIllInas d !he
.....crIr:1 The wDI<eI used to roe a
~ smoI cn::l htgi *:;0" c:e::n
~, ". aNy .. .._ It h:II"
una. '" booM, N can ga to c::lr-.
INa an nu.dar oNr, 1hat It t
IGYlhaShI_dtw .wa llcUt :
aNy _ tranc on nan 5 p .....
.. rt.~"-".logatoMlCl'lo .)

dtMftO- lheiebe he !los lUOOBl
deCl n nood'liI Q !toe $y\ltx*:: pit
cesad c:ofre's whiCh were~_

c:tc:.xl to !he peopSe d t'is c:kJss. ....

The 0Pllftl, !toe Pc::J'iI Opera n pcI"
tic:ub'. beloI 'OS to !he a istoao ls, It.
IhaI Yf!JfV inteIlac:I\.Id cscss and to
tI10sa who possesl the~ l..It'O
~Iy edvc:oIion. tI is bud! by the
artlsls who were hEld to !he Louis'
and V8fSQi l~ tis art belonged to
!hem 0$ a whOle, He c:oold neithElf
enter ncr ccooccn such on opera
wth his Ii""""" c otres, The...oter.
ocoe. is _llIOI hrresrroe Iuwuious
than he is. whICh makes him /eel
eo .1plexec1 Also. !he CUII.re a !he
WOfllef dOss is not rId'I et'lCIU(;tl to
watch on opera t;1y" Moliere. He ....
noiIher u idel stoi od ncr Ike it at oF.
EYerl !hOl.Oh he Ikas t'is ()oo,fl IOIlQl.
he goes to !he epeIO. The dc1t' !hey
<J"W'QI"C8 II1aI !he 0Pllf0 Iic:l<at is.
tor Q>:O 'C18. 2'c:7a. he toIce5 his
WIle.c:hiIdi... ,CI"lCl Ui'lde fhefe.Thisis
just tor II'oe toke d l;MWCU .1ii Q t'is
()oo,fl cn::l"1IJ'OI dotlilli'Seo . Ip!ea.
......." he nod tor.,.ecn This isa knd
cI PlfuoI CI"lCl~ . ...<01 c::en
lU 'PO"

CNdI ""'" ,



IT09Ol1$ It'Qt we hcMt stown good
inlenloon:s end a ltha some lme we
hove increased their purchasing
po..$" ClI"lClIt1eV beoc:J 1181C11is1ied

this 0::1e0se in p.ICha$if1g poMlI
\IoOJId c:reote a biQoer IT'01<et lor
co.. good$. ~ _ dcn:rte S2 os an
i lCte(l',El1cl the~ of dici I ()l ods.
toIiOOliOW we will ......mess that the
soles CU'W cI CU' cccecerc goods
10 !he $aT'lEl CQ.Iltry nos~
bv 30"1. ThIs 'IrIIOlJd rn::*e Ihe poorc:cumv ho:;lppv betn _ , p:Ai1.......-v.
~~ II liOtI.IoIed cs ""'81 05
socially ond eoonC",OCQlly They
IOO.Ad -..e Pi(Ve$$. AJ the Dna
time theor .... oI"...oUl'"~
has ir'oaosacI eeccose It1eV CUI
now buV rT'lOl'8 ThIs IS an \M"OJIhen
he le9IlI"IO ~ /'lotlEl$ gNarl to them
thcrt Ihev~becoi I eanoctvon
coo CCU'lhy ond II<oQ.JId no Io:::lrQef
beIoI 'C to the baclr.ood onde><ploi
led closs ore nothnQ but erTCJtY
VI/OId$- WortN9u Nc1N thi$ deprMld
cos - the prolelO'lOt - con go 10
the IJo:J$t cesccctc cinemo oswell
os to t-e beach even though il is
"='- than the 0151oclrotic beach.
But il does not rrcee much d itte
renee Aristocrols own o lot01COIl).
rncx;j ilies and they a lso go 10 the
eeoc-~. We will g/'o'e him
cars. refrigerotors. T,V. and etc .
W'hch ore the~ ot It1e bour
geoisie cess, Ih..IS moking him tee!
well-d'l withoulllo\lW'lg chcJr"Q9d his_'oM............
Anothar 1acIor is the social octvon
togas. SI.dlosfiSulcroCe,.x::d socv
nfy, .....agas.. etc. A 0011()' I a eacha

"

• •Igk •



in order to I8m(itl .... Jhejr pi: l: ~

state in the name d~ ...-ruous
end ethicc1 • not theV WCUd be
oaIad sinr'lln stde'j people~
Voore other PfI(4:IIe'$ IIgtlts. They
IIIOUId ooev him In the name d spi
rit. fBIigion, ethb CIt a"IythIng else
They~~ Thalefole. the
more the cr.stocrotle Clo$$ showed
lbell to be tup9IIcr. to hlMt 0000"1
loges. to be -n-to-do. eogor lor
money and the &Jlt)lol t91 01 this
cess. the less Ihev 'M:lUld think 01
breakir'2 tNswoll and 5hoing a 11tt~
a ttl8ir life and olms wIttl the depri-

'""-
But in Ih&~IeIoss CVCle. when
the p olelalorobIoi '4 closs o.o.or9
I'lElS$ at CFIV cost. theV WOUld !'9Olize
thaI-..tlat all the ..........1oIistsnos said
on behoIl d God. \JIoOS wI'lat Ihev
hod~said cb:lut the QOds.

1he ~llJt WOUlCl trl8I"l ciJan.
den Il3IgiOl l

1>4 'r'CU 16& In Ihe $In 'QgIe$ ... the
19tt1 C8I'lII,ry '" __ -ij.n
• 0 $ • "' ......... : . ... . _

tota lly at "'• ...me. of Gild
', ' $ d IIJbGodt of gold cnct
~. Gel~. gok1 PCl""Elf cnd
ftu:l _ OIp cl b lcXJl9d1>4_
see. the bigQQll lh:Je d cop;",*" ,.
htl9\'>Wi.:eo9'~
Ouch. The bQQM' .... ssl, . .. ,lsin
!he .....::wId beIoi!IIP 10 Ihem Jh.A. it
WCllnotat lheteMc8d the peopa
'INs is~ \IIo()f1(e'$ IIMlII1 c;y;:JiI t>1
'eligioi ICIIlCI thi$ lind d cess~
They !<new that IhlWf#.( UIIotion is""""'-_.....'"a'ld~~ Theyhod
nr:.thing to lose.

,.,; inn Ii. p 11ICIt11lhould
gIN_~ ta --":ef 10
!hal ...... _ CI aklllol .. M
-'d .,.,., "-10M.So. the looIing
a pe liS sslog tc:lm9IhIng he likes. has
made his lltemore~ond
hold him from tokhg 0T"f risks. AIIo,
whena~__.~
.. heD ,__ • ,A.s. wtlIre
he mcry k-.p his -'lIIIonory
IdMll llMo tD, '- II' cd
todD CII'IfIf."m ;td;llGIy
lu 104_
TNs D'na~tond~
roay daIS in 191h cenluV fIOl ce.
\IA:l taooI!hlJf. that 'f'8OI thEIv_

"""'aIlenng cl C ~ n " m
II 1 • d ... II .. '-ao:.nna of
capitalism,' that I' to soy fI'IGt
Itw ; tgt! IDeIlet, capltallsm
lIiesto _ tram.._poc>
II'"~me bcugec 1'6 penoQ. If
desores 10 oblo,n tl'le ODsOlule
rraurrun pdit .. ; f A 21 m, In
0fdM to cs.ttroy ..... .-...olutlon .
....idlo..ondvt--r_
of '" proM. for exarrple. 00 a 2O'l.
prohl he" WIlling 1O\)Wl ONaVct::oJt
5" d if Il1 lo.<lU' a the -..orI<ers 01 b
the sake a Ihe society in Older to
destroy the reYOkItIOI'l. He taresow
!hot if the erlent a e>:ploiIahon was
to ce CQl)hN.Jed os it did cUino the
19th centurv. 1hete \OoO,J1d hove been
a ravolution len veers tram !hen. 10
he hoa lID .. Pfl'WOlIlng p.
..of . .....luIlwI ln ordM' lID pwt.
poM " ..,a'utlor~ He Ci\Ie$ OWO'(
a little in lo.<lU'a t'q enemv in order
tadelay the revolJliOn to 20 veoo. 30
veoo. 1(XX)veenOl 8'.erl to COfl'l)Il)
tely de5Ifov" We CCI"l alsO see !tlcrt
tie 1"05 alsObeen SUCCEl$$fIJl to a cer·
Ian edenl

IltJI what isthe mon rreman tor tuCI'l
a success?l.Wc:rTu"laIeIy.9IIllI"l Men
'NhO was at the PE'Jl:* r:J hll lePU'!O
liOn o-c ttwWing W'l the lOiOCO' oj hOlI'
r:J the 1911'l eentI.ry. hm nc:I :cr0"ed
to IhII ,*"**,,n • is oslOl •• '0 cn::l
u bo I 0 , Xl'e thot he wt'oo"50_
1Iwcn::l~Iat:o..ot thee>Pb
kJIM3o!8lollQ1 oshlp bur cc •the PI>
1EllCn::IIO"d"'~W'l lhecq:ob
lisle system doe5 nc:I felief to thot
p d:JlEim " lOIOUd be occ"""""tbe
110m tuCI'lard tuCI'la fl"" lCh. Dvtcn..
01 EtVISh CXOkIIisf in IIle 19th C8f'I.
tuv but nc:IlIomMen wt'oo ISSOCQl'lo
sooerottl at:o..ot the~T1S r:J two
1t1eIIload. doss sysI9'n ...po,la lon
!tie nonts r:J the~ ctms O"d
Ihe proietG"lOl , He wt'oo has depic
ted the most prob..n::I pcblems 00
Ihe bosIS d eoOI '()l roc e>:pk:iIatJon.
tiewho mOle I'har'I0I'1';'b00::tV else has
w.::llI<ed ICMord$ the cectco r:J sell
owareneu r:J the pIOleIQIiat and the
deprrved claM~h is themo~ Ioc
tor a awareness a'd consciolISness
as far a s the exploitallan and closs,
systetT'l 1S conoomed. I\NoN:JeI; wtYv .

Cololliallam

Dl..lino the PEllOOS 1850. 1&£1 cn:l
1810. the most l2eodfUI Ionns d
!TllJfOEIf and cnmal 1iI<o e>ploi laliQI ,
a Lahn Arnel lCQ. AIr'cc O"ld AOO
er:isted ntat.. lID.",........ ,...
... "'lI= IIt -e,m, ....-or lID a woI. ..... ,....crf..-*d -'d



.".M' :lien a"ld I'n9tI'lod _ nor""""'*' 05 a world oelcl'1oNn ElCCJO()
mist _ c:cdj not--. IhiAt that aI
Ihe CCIl'lSUTlElf gorx:I$ EI¢XIl'ttid from"""" '"~=-an-. eelcIIf al Of Xl~cften hod o:fil'l..
4X1'Io to l:OO'\ pice i ICIEIOIo&. 01 the
olher hand. fhe ION n lOletlal whictI
IheVreoeiOJll fromus.MiCO. Asio.c:nd
m;Jr1VtatnAl' er'CQI .ccc-eeccco
trayto fl1edelrT01dand Lq'lly rules
wtlictI state eece i ceases 1'1 eMJlY
Xl or 40 Yfl(n some a these raw
maleoal curves hod small slopes
and some f'la'19,

Thepr1cecJmost<;J theEtlOPOfled raw
motElliols from the~CCU1 I·

ries10~ hod d9clIl' I8d COlI IpO
red toJOyel:nogl). It hO$etten been....-
CaVtary to the lo:st 010" cI the
I'T1O$f tq'iv lai<ed. i" ' : IUiPfOlF
~aId~., . i 6>1. "
whictI t:IVS !hlJt " IS Ih8I8f IOhol dt-
zoto'1c1 ...........~ i ,-.tW::I'l hCl5dBsho
'.,«l the f{M)Iuti()n a"ld ros mode
the pIOl9taiat bec::om8 bougeoi$
IbelieVe tho! lheont,' l11Ing _can
pay them with inOldef tc cooootee
theif eeon is 0lI pI:Mlltv.



PALl. ' . i

Magrearnenr. but cannot beco~
!heyore bou"ld tolheirPfOlT'llsslO let
mottSf1 ride for 10 VOCA l onu ( PF)
should be judged bvw!lot II does in'
ee yeas 0!Ief 19Q() and not beIaa
tv\Jgabe isnot a populist eooe.He
'NOS one d tne mcJIn PfOPOI oerrts a
...oldr'O do$S Interest\ d.n'lg II1e
b..ISh wa and In the ',«n Ih:JlIoIc>
wed he hoi ilOl ..rOed ond estab
lished , .: .... stn..ocI\.Il:ls il >P'1I3l 95
Ih:JI tne "CO_TII3l"It" aAc 00 him
to. • '!OJ oeloc*il '0 lor P'T" H ond
~do$SI9Oder5I'Ipn lim
bat e 'jQ.I1I'lCUd cost focus rou
ft'l9I fhO"I Mi QJbe', c:dtoOOI or:PO
nent - .aruo M<omo.

the i" I : '8 : tual ottiIude Ih:JI c:IoIlIs
not take itIIO cog ec-ce ee tee*!V
a II'ois co..nlrt shrl9s hOugh In the
sIogor . used bvIh& grco..o:~
tJonoI~ doss .....".,ilv".' 'lCf
so beco~~ In the Iet!a'
'NOS theoe :elU81103l1O tne~
lOoOI<.ing cce, The Mlntemo1Jonal
WJlking doss" perspecfM:l reods
Ih:JI II1e irlterest\ ctI l11e wl1iIe wor
king doss and ee block work ing
cIos.s ore one ond the same ond
that the two groo.,p$ form a ITI(lI di
Ihic work ing Class eotity- INith cam
mon interest.. No cognisance is
token e;J the pr1vi~ position r:J
ltleW'hite work ing cicss in thiscounlTy
and the toet that the Bothe reg,me
receives muchr:J if1 $lJpporttrom Ihls
class 'o\Ihen octing ogoinst the bkJck
work ing closs.

The intellectual 0'f0g0I 109 Wi, ISS
IIYough ogoinwrtl'l the colI lofa iSli
tad workers' Iront because it ispIoin
10 see II'lOI 110m the attiI\Jde a this
gro..op !hey 'ooGlt to in"J)OSS I9aden
f'lIP en tIXJIlront II S6S1T'41heir ceo
QOIlO9 ... ra c*;NI indupurKjeot
wcning doss leod&~to 101m
Wtot _ need is wcnng doss asp.
rotions S4)I sCI f!'"ICluCt1 a , " ....
party.()ro;e Ih:JI party I"Osocllie '"""
rI$ tok9Ool&' a IhS COSlI'lY. _ ....
esklbIish en CI$SfIOi:lIV. lrl Intemo
tJonoI :ilAcbIlV and 0 WO'l<9I$' IronI
expressing iI1eIl IIVOugI'l socioIist
stote leW" ala ""

CAl

• IlI'ldetstood II1e rnoin irrpetus a
II1e NotiollOl klttrn 10 be a.....-wted
IJont d 8Iodt orgcniZoIions. II isco
vious that the ecce Iib&atiol , f'rO,O$

ment islNen bV heg&'ronic ~icts

onCl "ld9ologv" is used 10 mask the
attempts bV O"f'lb tious ~moom
(O$O\Pnst JS\o'Cllulioroias tocroota
onCl fortiIV Iheir CMIf1li1t1e doms.

II iseqval'VobYious b me that SI/f'KY
poople'. ()fgOf'liroIic: uses the lan
guage on<fiCleos iTlplicit In II1e ec
phik::l5OPl'lv while addressing the
J'nOS$9S In rtle Cf1etIoes, tne Iocloiies
and trle bms otthough !hey~

:'e~:~-=
Houghton 0 Lal.udo er II1e ct 3 E
o ld '.i oe Mdex"'otAo oOsQ: lSI h er ot
501310'"

CONTINUED FROM
PA.GE 9

........... HUL""""
which means Ih:JI 0f:'Ii physici(rl
truly commltled 10 hi' Plola ssion
needs 10 dadicole hjmse~ to the
struggle for notiOnOl emancipation,

CONTINUED FROM
PA.GE 20

F1elimo repesenled~ doss
f1taresh and visuCJlised the strudu
ling CII a sc)dahsfstote lI.vioIent ceo
CC\?iIoh$f neigtlbOln - South M'oco
and Rhodesia - 1lA:M:lrIacl Frelimo'.
oUell "", 01 CQIJYi"lg out its c.irrls.
EYer $inCe F,eolimohas tokenOYel'the
Cl:U\!lV it has _ stoR:oeoj being
otW(J''oOIiIIltneo:;:u'1!a'~

faces ¥otoich _ txJcl<ed bv Rho
cesc ond Soultl Mnca- . ,iPS'disi I ,

has rw 0 cenl\.l l6. old or\? on
~, tIUI r sil, iO l"Os IT'Ode

r:.~~~i~~~~~
yeoo-dd Nriecn NOlo d Co O bSS
IO!liCfl c:lorTls to be In tX«JSito . to
tne 8otho ........ ' is. has 0 otogol '53 j
SOuItl Mico and IeCI 10 !feQ,.JBnI
foid5 bv tI'l9 SOuItl AI\'icol De.s 1031
Force (SADF) into~. In
the lew',«nlh:Jl~has
been In pclW9I, II has not been able
to establish 0 sodalist struc:I\Ie, II is
tne l'1ElV"t aCllOQCl'OStoWi d&•• ,
a ho'd--pJassed FreilTiO and not giYe
Mozambique a chcl' 1031

ontl-llC ,ro ICe d the SAM &; DC
must odd gtsf 10 the miHCII ttcee
who ore QgUIng lor the isoIcrtioI l d
>otlite SouTTl AA'ieo In the rrl9(jcQl.....
Jhe irQ.Jiy rno the Ili<odoc~ and
theprornsed tneAnrcm8yGenerols
d the ecce ond theT~ 10
open 0 lTUdeI' docllet lor rtle Ili<o
kiIngs •~ 8'1 .... 1031 COll'le$ 10
19hI ..... OBi kJi~ ra lake thY pIOC:e
d thY AlOI iOi I~ ctI thY
~ TIlc1 el ' ... Gel,ln
_.~-'PC=' $ d»..-*:
of 1;'1" Q :1' , r an .ft2. __ cro*
COI MI c.d .......__
Ion kw .. .......,01 .........-
NJ>K) I'TlOI'IIOrlS Ih:JI rothirO res
d'olged In rocist Soultl AI!i(xJ se-ce
Mokono \OOS dO' Q;IOCl to Rrobbel l
Islond Our lJct':Iice to the South
AIrIoarI ,. 09dicXll pol il iolll3l is:

1 _...,..,." ....__"' ........
r:o_>d.. - _ -..
d ... , __ .,,~..-

Foob tOtes Refenec:I to in

CAPITAUSM
WAKESUP

11 ... __ .... _ ~.

dIOl Orid. «l.._~ ...,
""".... • _ o:-r- " • • •- .....__0h:I_ ..._ .:3""",,_..
'--0_"'''__''_...
_ ..."..".........,.<rod....<:O'w:lo'1QIO ...._ ..al>"__..o_ "' .....,.,
.... ..... . __ <rod """""
<rod (ItIOma .... __ ... """ ....-

2 In at"., ..",,,, ea o" O", m ;. c..
""""'V _ ....... """"'-.__ a _.... """""lS .._0h:I_=_"'''' _ "._---.....",....",_'" • n-

1 ,.. .. _ . ....-.. .... a
""""""O' o»XIg¥.twJI_a_Oh:I
...... .............b:-.. - -<:0»<-..... "'_...._ ".....,.,_
........... De ...._~Oh:I___--."

I ...o<&AW." _ ..OXtOty ...........,..,.-_ """"'..~_ "' ..-._0h:I_ ...._ _ 0h:I_........."'....,.
_ ..0lAI'*'t" ...... ..~,, _ _
"",,"b"_



The hy$teneol CC*:u-t*ld (jUICIdtll
"M:lnasIs~ n the Cape AcflOn leo
gue (CAL) nave boIt1hisfOl icol iIOOI5
CJ'ld lexIca 01,"..11,... wdtl t-e..M
And the most doIlgefOU$ thing
about~ i$1hof d teods 10c:mdY
id9l:*:laV crlCI EII'lCOl.IO;)e inlEllfTlin.
able 'NItcI'l-I'u1~wtMch divid8 and
sub-divide the lberohon~I
ad i'lIinIfl..m oaoxsoon
The donoers whiCh I refer 10 must
hove been cb.1ous to rrerroeo c:A
the SCM at the 2nd Notional f.oIum
in teocsc and the 3rd Notklnol
ForuminAlhlooewhenCAl. a Mrrp
led 10 thrI.Jst Ihei' wtlile IriBndsaxjJ
Of members on Iotne8CM Here \I\QS

CAl altemplng to SI.b.<eIt Ihe Vf'KY
basis en IN'-lOch me t# WOSIounded'

EW:Jance in bIadl end ~::
O:~9oestoCAl)orCAl's '
IKlUS inlentionJae to belound in !he
febn.JcJy 1965ectto ,a I10t i'l ftr:>.
~(\oW~ 35) I COlI aMEn
honlo !Tle~

(a) Armoeo Atlfahoms. CAl's
medo CJtflceI. clams tho! the
iOBa or o""nato ~ (:Ojlicol 0lgC>
rlZoto'!- WQ$ mooted 10 Al/>PO
mao ,LeI$ ineortv Nc:M:Ii I tlElf I982
( J.W> ot 19). 1t'is rrusf toke !he
COke for CJOSSoolOQUi .... or IoO'CI1t
Cl'5l\.clO"OuSigI ...u cect best.b
A1N'O is Ihe "1'(l1iQ d ~icoI"""""""',
( b) NcHam OoIoe ao " 's lhol lhe
l'Eideoccnbe rjlXtldloo~
bon at cn A1N'O~ but
05Cnbe$ rt Io"'the Dec::erroei 1982
Cclngess- ( M> at 24 ). A1N'O
held no COIlQfe$S in oeceo-oe
1982 The t# oec ccn be tro:::ed
10 ResolutiOn Q at the February
1983 Congress a f>ZNJO (see
MobIIizB and ConsoIiciate or i\()').

(c ) Abraham$ prefers~ be
ccuse 01 it$ "consistentcon-coso
borotion cceco- ( liW'at 21)and
remorIt$O '10~ ""';Ih them. 00
spite d dlefEll"\Ce$on so-re issues i$
beltertnon g;..mg up 0lJf stceo
on onti-liben:llisrncoo goong Inlo
It1e La". fa from ""Olung to.
.....o'ds pi ICIpIad unitv. CAL seem
10 be a b.roct'l cI~
and POIItColIl"lCPoOoiC/<$

(d) CAL I'lOs a per" 'QCQICOI ccc
roach: thEW om. It !I8OITlS. i$ 10
tead'l A1N'O ciOeC loa Jhev q:>

pea cone corMnced that they
hove nothing 01 0 11 10 ecmfrom
the BCM Here ere a few ten-roe
o mao;"

· · AJP"9S9f'111he rmin irrpetus
lor the toE~ comas from
RNQcn:::loltattxiloo IiJ::i::u
r 511ori8l"ecl~on
the eee hcn:1 O"ld c r'lU"rber
ol other e¢J/lCiflr socialist ·
nc::lifled CIglJIlisaIo IS on the
other " ( 1W'0I 24, mvEllT'(lho
SIS). f ls :r ell to toj. AVKYs
comm il rnef11 10 socionsm
8lrl9lge5 from It! sfo'ed cos
hons <Td flomrts~
pl'OClce

"-ec to 5fOrIecl , . I HI I . Q
oecs ol ClCI$$. 0'Ih0ugtl n 0
WOi thoI_do rarec E . ...
OCC~. " ( CPClI'OI 21) For the
i obi r'Otiol I d CAL the pre-
1977 IlCM hod long >fuled
OCCq;>IiI Q idea5 d do!l5 CI'lCI
Iy$i5. O"ld the IlC I,XlI5iIion is
i il'oiliEld by hisloW reoIitie5
IOIher tI'O'l by CAl's <qlf(M]I
OI~. The popeiS ot
the Cclr'M:Intion at 51Arisa:Ts
on 28-31 April 1978. when
f>JAPO was $Iill n ih nosceet
sloge, already hammered
home the Idea d the Block
IIoQ'klng ce ss osthe loQI'lQuard
d the s!nJOOle.
""(The 1lCM) isa 'IQSlO~
rYl9f'1I, itlloVl'1octOIY'I sacred
CONS.....niCh ll corl1 rajacl . . . (11
is)~ .....~"'O to n:Mew 0l'"lY::.t (bid)This 1S!ruB, bulthe

r181 .tal~olllChc:Jve
bElensubjected to rigorou$ap
PIOisoI 'oOI'iII'lin the BCM The
Wvluendo thoI_ need to be
p ooXIad into _.iQ cos
hens n'IAI be IS, :Ied 'oWh

utter co iIei i ""

• "8elore the Alcnor'l Men
fe1,ta, Be I'lOd not e>:plicitty
come OJ! 0Q0I101~lab I.
Ta thoI ertent it .....as~
0;1 c:QbIe ol belng ceeceeocs
o potento:Jtv IblroI Olga li5o
hon.. ( bid) Tl'e i I i(IIiOOIo , is
thoI Itle M:J oitwo is c CAL
CftlOtion. -..nie:rI is Voeer fan
tasy. That the IlCM to long
bElen pitted 000iI101 lrr'plOo
1I$lTI, COlonialism and Neo
COlo lioIism is$0 trrte a costco
thcrt eeeWOIldeiS \Oot1etherCAl.
even kf"lCl'WS It1e eosc princi
plesd BeOi res Of'fo/ Idea at 011
ol the histcoy ol lhe BCM.
• 'The 8bcl< cc-eccovee 01:
gonisotions ore in many cases
1'1'10$$ basad, even Ihough the
leadership is slill largely in the
hond5 a pelfy bourgeois Indi·
vcccu- ( Ibid) One wcn::Iers
.....-.ether 0CC\..p:IIi0n devoid ol
~into:mCAl.'sde
/initiorl$ a co cecrs su:h 05
''worker'', 'boulgeoi$ie" and
.pelfy~".

• "One ol CAl', poclW con
Irt::lIJtior4 to str'uggle hos been

thec:oetOCOl~ ..t'oo::h ha$
Meract !t"«lugtl to other orgo-
niloIlol 'IS • (CPcIfoI 23) So:ne-
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FRA N K TALK

ThIs luue is dfHiatt#d to ou, 7984185 Int.,·
"., s.c",t.,.,. Comr«Je Ju_ V«J.n end ou,
7984185 Cin:uMtJon M"mtgM. ComrMJe S/v"
CINny who ditId in " CM «eident "t Winburg

In ,"" O,,,nge Free S'et. In Octobe, 1985.
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F,ank TlIlk Editorial Collectivf1 " nd "dvllncJng
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• i, open to all th o se o n th e same s id e of th e r. m pa rlS agaIns t selller-coio niallsm. im pe 'ia llsm and reac tIon and
.... ho are commi tted to the reallN tion o f an a n ti· ra c is t . soci.li s l Aze ni,
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• ....kes kno....n t he ""'..... o f the _used and fnploilN! on ....tters . ffecung lhem in Az_~ .

• conl,ibute. to t he developmen l 01 the 8I..ACK CONSCIOUSNESS IBCI ideology ,n All"'• .
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• requires you. aClive support . Please send ne .... spaper clippIngs . maga,ines. pe rio d ic.ls . books fo r re"ie .... .

pholograph• • graphics . c.rtoon• • le l te rs . nd he lp us in our fu nds d" lIe .

Copy,ighl e EC.

The VIe ....S e xprllssed in signed ..t lCheS " e lno- o l lhe con",butor. &nod do not nllCess.-oIy r" pr esen l lhe EC' s
".......s.

THE INTERNAL SECRETARY
FRA NK TALK
P.O . BOX 19 360
DORMERTO N
4 0 15
SOUTH AFRICA

Pnntfld b y' im Pfe.. - 39 Seville St,ee l. Durban . Phone, 306 ·5195

All ."....ork in t his is_ unIe.. Other....,se indtc. lN! by Don Joseph.
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FRANK TALK
12th September 19 8 7

P.O. BOX 19360
DORMERTON
4015
PHONE : 3014808

822642

Today ma rks the t enth An niversary of the murder of Bantu Steve Biko by Hit ler in Pret oria. October
, 9th will mark t he tenth anniversary of the bannings of the mainstream BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS
organisations of the 70's.

The FRANK TALK EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE felt very strongly that the rev ival of our magazine on
this auspicious occasion was a necessity .

Our readers w ill note that the last issue of Frank Talk appeared in February 1985.

Much has happened since then: the clash between t he UNITED DEMOCAAr iC FRONT (UDFI lind the
AZANIAN PEOPLE'S ORGANISATION IAZAPO) rapidly t ook on the proport ions of 8 civil war
bleeding our gettoes. t he State declared II partial state of eme rgency on 20th July 198 5 and made
this nat ional on 12th June 1988 , our Internal Secretary Comrade Julie Vedan and our Circulation
Manager Comrade Siva chetw met untimely and tragic deaths on October 10 th, 1985 and October
12th 19 8 5 respective ly in a car accident which resulted in the protIl!.cted hosp it alis ation of ou r
Chairperson, Comrade lmrann M oosa. A nd on the eve of Pee Wee ' s Botha's announcement of a
clampdow n on t he alternative media 112th December 19 86), our Resources Director, PATRICK
MOODLY was held incommunicado by the Security Branch in terms 01 Section 29 of t he Internal
Security Act , He was released by a Court Order which declared his arrest and detention unlawful on
12t h February 19 8 7 . Co mrade Moodly has inst ituted action against t he M inister of Law and Order
lor damages.

Through ali this. the struggles of the toiling masses heightened and deepened at a breath-taking
pace. The need for cogent analysis, for revolu t ionary theory and practice was never more acutely
felt .

Before resuming publicat ion, ho wever, the Edit orial Collective had to soberly take stock of itself in
the cont ext of the unfolding struggle .

The magaz ine Frank Talk w as f irst published in March 19 84 as the official organ of the Natal
Region of AZAPO . By Volume 1 Number 4 (SeptemberlOctober 19 8 4 ), its publicat ion w as authoriz
ed by AZAPO's National Publicity Secretary .

By February/M arch 19 8 5 (Volume 1 Num ber 6 ), Frank Talk had ended its " f irst cycle" .

The Edit orial Collective has benef itted a great deal f rom its seminal elCperience: amongst other
things, the back breaking grind of producing the magazine lalo ng with its Sister publications) re
qui res tighter administration and cont rol.

It is fo r these reasons that the FRA NK TALK EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE structurized it self into an in
dependent body corporate. capable of tak ing it s own dec isions and meeting its own respons ibilities,
this year.

Wit h its roots f irmly in the Black Conscio usness lBC) ideology, the COLLECTIVE w ill cont inue to
hone a t heoretical vision and practica l path aimed at tearing asunder the horror of sett ler colonialism
in our ravaged land.

W e urge you to take part in t he commemorati ons of t he murder 0 1 Steve Bik o and the bannings of
BC organisat ions t his year. And ~he most l itting way to commemorate these eve nts is to contribute
as much as you can to our Fund Drive. A sing le issue of Frank Talk costs R8 960 for pr inting alone.
Postage runs over RS 000 a year. telecommunication over R6 000 a year , freight costs over R12
000 a year, legal costs over R1 7 0 00 a year, cost of resources and st atione ry over R12 0 0 0 a year
and transport and office costs over R20 0 0 0 a year .
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W e urge you to st fI{J forwllrd now and t o help bu ild end f inancially support the EDITORIAL COll EC·
Tlve by becoming a SUSTAINING SUBSCRIBER l.e. pledging an amount that you can afford to t he
COUECTIVE tlvery month, by publicizing the Fund Drive and initiating Of being pat1 of spec~l fund 

. raising act ivit ies.

Ooo 't pass this letter by w ithout s.ending us y our contribution andlor pledge. Fill in the coupon
below and s.end it to Frank T. II,.

STOP PRESSI
TM fK is t regime M S pr()frI4Jlg.tlld w h. t /IffIOUnt to the "'rshfrst lind tM most SIIvllge press curin yet,
tlsp«ilIJIy rHsignftl for tM e/ttlffllltivtI m<tHJle: see Govemrmmt GII~tltttl No. 10880, Pr1ftonll. 28
A ugust 1987, ProcJaflllltion R' 23.

TM EC hes taleen ~e/ advicll: i t is cJellr thll t tM se regula tions do not . fftx:t Frank Talk yet. lI /rhough
,,,,is ring security, mlldu, . nd emergency laws hllve in any IIvant seriously ffls rrict lld us.

M llanw hlle. tha Publica tions Conrrol BOlIrd banned our sister public . rion AZ8nl. n Focus Volumll 1
Numbtlr 5 tor d is rribution via Governmen t Ga~IItte 10 840 da tad 24 rh July ' 98 7 (Governm ent Notic tl
No. ' 6501 bectluse:

" Th. publicerion contlJins a call to acrion and f ffledom .

TM Co v. r uys: "Let 's "",lea ravolurion. ··

PfllgffJ 3 hils tM wON1s: " WII fuHJ vo wed to lilt thoJ blood of OUf brothfIrJ f low .. . "

TM pubHclltion is porentilllly lin incitflf1llln t to vioIenctl.
TM CommiNtHI dflCidlId thll t tM publication is undesirllble in t tlrms of Stx:tion 4 7(2UII' of tM Public.
tion$Ac t. 19 74 ."

The EC hilS mstfUCt lld i ts leglll rallm to IIppee/ agllinst this banning. Focus w ill henceforwardb. publish
lid b y the AZAPO Centffll Commi rree end not rhe EC.

x:,------- ------ - - ---- -
TO:

o

The Interna l Secretary
FRANK TALK EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE
P.O. Boll 19 360
OORM ERTON
40 15
South Alrica

Enclosed is my contribu t ion of to the COllect ive.

o I w ant to become a Sustain ing Subscriber . I pledge II monthly contribu t ion 01 R _

o I want to order a bundle of Ffllnle Til /ie to distribute in my loca lity . Please send me capiti s
per issue tor which I undtl t1ake to pay Cash on Delivery ICOOI .

Name: _

Address: _

Postal Code: _______ _ IHome Telephone Number with Area Code:

Work Telephone Number w ith A rea Code: _

Make all cheques or money orders payable to Franle Tillie.

Telephone Numbers: 10 3 1J 8 2 26 4 2/3 01 4808
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" So many deeds cry out to be done
And always urgent ly
The world rolls on
Time preeeee
Ten thousand years are too long
Seize thtl dey, $t!lize thlt hour. "

Edito rial

groups or classes.

In th is light, then, w e can see that the " spon
taneous" happenings of the previous decade were
both ideological in orient ation and revolutionary in
cont ent.

It is now ten long years since our comrade, Bantu
Steve Biko met his death while being transported
- naked and manacled - on 8 700 ki lometre
journey by his goslers.

It is also ten long years since our mainstream Be
organisation s - the Black People' s Convention
IBPeI. t he South African Student 's Organisati on
(SASO), the South African Student ' s Movement
(SASMI, t he Black Community Progra mmes (BCP),
the National Youth Organisation (NA Va) end
others were banned by Pretoria.

It was ten long years tast year since the righteous
anger of Alsnian youth exploded in sewetc and
sent reverberat ions throughout occupied Alania.

Ten long years ...

It is t ime for sober reflection, for steeling
ourselves for the awesome tasks ahead.

The guid ing spirit of t he era is encapsulated in the
slogan " Biko Lives III "

Steve Biko was e dreamer who believed seriou sly
in his dream, who enentively observed life, com
pared his observetions with his cast les in t he air
and then worked consc ientiously for the achieve
ment of his fantasies.

We could do w ith more of Biko 's kind of dreaming.
Such draaming is a veritable stimulus to complate
extensive and st renuous w ork in all spheres of life.

In the last decad e, w e have w itnessed thousands
of acts of heroism by a people who have snat ched
the dreams of Biko and taken them as their very
ow n.

Th e people have been motivated by the BC
ideology. Ideologies are really set s of bel iefs - as
opposed to ideas: ideas are subject to scientif ic in
vestigation while beliefs are accepted on faith 
about society and politics which seeks to unders
t and how th e whole society is orgenised, what
goals should be promoted and what methods
shou ld be employed t o achieve them.

While such a set of beliefs takes into account a
good many fa cts, it also usually shows t he con
nect ion bet w een t hese fact s in a false light. In ad
dit ion, ideologies are direct ly connect ed w it h the
economic, social and cultu ral situ ation of specific
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At all stages, the people through t heir many
organisations espoused an anti-colonial ideology
aimed at achieving self-determinat ion as an ele
ment of democracy.

The masses t ook up all the basic principles of th e
Black Consciousness Movement of the 70's:
1980 and 1984 saw 81ack student solidsrity in
action and thousands of strikes saw Black w orker
solidarity being employed, the pr incipl e of non
collaborat ion became a tangible force t o such an
extent that t raitors of every ilk st ill find it most un
comfort able to live amongst us , there was an at
tempt t o infuse all spheres of the Black experience
with Hberat ory values lhence " alt ernat ive" or
" peop le' s" educetion, Contextual or Blsck
Theology etc .l .

What the people lacked was not ideology as such,
but theoretical guidance .

Theory (or " scientif ic ideology" ) has a scientific
orientstion. It explains observed regularit ies
through some kind of test ing and verification .

A revolut ionary theory is a scientif ic appreciation
of society, its funct ions, cont radictions and
w eaknesses, the peculiarities of t he socio
economic and polit icsl structures, and t he specific
state of internal contradict ions.

In shott, a revolut ionary theory is one that pro
duces the concrete knowledge necessary to
engage in efficient and successful revolut ionsry
activ ity .

Revolutionary theory informs revolutionary action
- it is a gu ide to action .

The article " Black Solidarity for a Socialist Al ania:
An Introduction" is offered to you as an incipient
analysis for a revolutionary theory.

The writ ings of Steve 8iko contsined in this issue
make the Frank Talk collect ion of his known writ
ten works complete (see page 21 1. If , however,
you have more information on this please contact
us immediately.

We are trying t o piece together the history of all
liberation movements and your help is urgently
needed.
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Mubashir Hasan's article reveals that it is flot
possible to maintaifl " independence" within t he
fram ework o f underd eve tcpmene withou t
challenging imperialist t rade relations. " Non
alignment " becomes a mere cloak for incrll8 sing
dependence upon Western capitalist countries
and their internetionel credit agency, the IMF.

classic eKercise in Bismarckiafl fHJpoIitik ifl t he
treatment it has received at the hands of the
South African imperialist Quartermaster.

Just as Bismarck' s " f oreign adventures" in the
1870' s w ere aimed at est ablishIng Prunian
hegemony in Germany, South Africa aims to tie
Southem Africa into a siflgle economic entity.

In doing so. w e IIfB aw are t hat Ihe correctness of
ideo log ical and poli t ica l tine determine.
everything.

President Samore Mechel d ied in I n e ite ralh
w ithin t he border. of occupied Alenia on October
19, 1986. We reproduce Mechel' , address to the
Mozambicen peoplfl on t he occasion of Mozambi·
Que's independence in th is edition.

A Portr-": by o.Iy DblMteIt -m.. Doll K....yon. It w.. pubhhed In
fuI c:oIour on the *"-~ of the __ ....-.ndng $t.... Ao',--Continued from PlIgfl 6

It is not our intent ion to me,ely recycle these
facts . We wish t o kno..........h81 i, we. like , how
people la tt . W e wish to meke t he pall vibl'ant for
the present, to emotionelly involve those of uS
w ho were not t here . And to m ake UI understend.

While Machel makes a great many incisive points.
the fa tal weaknes s in hi, analysis is that he seeks
to " revolutionize" • sta te apparatus w hiCh he
describes as " profoundly retrog rade and reec 
ucnerv" (see page 251.

The article " Black Theology - Opiate or Materiel
Force ?" is a pathbreaking analysis and is penned
in th e best Frank Talk tradition of " go ing Igainst
t he t ide."

We believe th at th e state apparat us must be
smashed, broken up and replaced by a new sta le
(see page 2 11 .

Let us rededicate ourselves to Be and accept the
responsibili ty to meet sti ll greater challenges to
make the further Jeaps required in t he period
ahead.

Mozambique has seen the implementl t ion of a
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BIKO LIVES!!!
BIICO LIVESlll T....o word. , I"he<!
acre•• a gheno w811. A phra..
thet heunts the nifilht$ of South
Africa ', rol.... R"C1ion"ies .nd
opportuniltl of every . t rlpe hope
. nd prey that it w ill diaappear
und er II rain of blood lind the
white-wesh of reform. But It fe
ma ins, bold and powerful; not 8
tir&d and worn out slogan but the
banlecry of 8 g.en.n"tion whose
hope. end 88pinllions a.e for
revolution, for an end to 811 ex
plolution and oppression.

This September marks the te nth
ennivers••y of the brutal murder
of Steve 8 iko by the South
Alrice n alate . 8iko w88 beeten to
deeth by the pol ice whileln eeten
tion. Hi, ao-called crimes were the
ld.s. he espoused end developed.
ideal that took foot 8mong the
Azenien people end w ere turned
Into the material .88lity of the
50w8to Uprising.

The decade since Biko'l murder
has been one whic h has sheken
the foundations of l ettler colonial
rula and imperialilt dominstion in
occupied Aunia - yearl of in·
tense rebellion punctuated by
e ver briefer periods of lull. It has
been en era bom of the Ide" l and
the movement unleashed by Biko.
And there is no gre"ter testimony
to the continuing imporlance and
relevance of the revolutionary
apirit of seeve Biko and ita in
flue nce among the ma esee than
the flemea that aru pted with the
Rand Re volt on September 3 ,
1984 and that ha ve engu lfed the
entire coontry over the I".t three
yeers.

The commemorations of Bant u
Steve Biko s hould by no means be
confined to the honouring of a
marly r. Instead, it will be much
more filti ng if this occaaion is
l e lz e d u po n t o red edica t e
o urse lves to the ca use of
liberating Azania . And , e crucial
pan of this process ahould be a
cri tical examination of the current
situation and the road lorward,
drawing inspirat ion and guidence
from the revo lutionary stand and
spirit of Steve Biko.

Ganul". L..dershlp
veraus Capltu"tlon

An overvie w of the situation in
Aunia today ahowa both promia'

ing and lome very troubling
developments .

For the lest few yea... the Aza nian
peo ple have s ho wn in their
millions thet they are more than
willi"1il to take on and bettie the
regime and ita imperialist beekers.
They have he roica lly aacrificed on
every front. Yea, for some it has
been out of . heer desperation but
ma ny, many othe... have been
moved to rebel by • apontaneooa
and raw yeami"1il for liberation.
At the aeme time , tbese very
fevourable condit ions heve essen
tia lly been left at the raw and
s pontaneous le vel and , especially
under severe state repreUion , a
cen a in amount 01 de mora lization
and a xhaullion has set in emong
the masses , however temporary it
may prove to be.

In tr y in g t o expl a in t h is
phenomenon there Is a dillurbing
tendency by the various organise
tions who claim to be the leader·
ship of the struggle to point the
finger everywhere but where it
belonga . Perheps the most ce rn
monly heerd excusahas been that
the state of emergency end other
forms of s tete rePfession make it
impossible to move things beyond
the spontaneous stage . Some
have even found ecrece in blaming
the masses the mselv6& for thei r
au p posed " ba c kw lHd nes s" ,
"lack of consciousness" and
s usceptibility to misdirection and
" mob psychology". What sicken
ing ccnoescensron and haughty
patemalism!

If the truth be told. these and tha
multitude of other eXCU S6& cw
rently mak ing the rounds thesa
days fell far w ide of the mark in
explaining why the s ltuetion hes
not progressed funher then it hes.

Cerlainly the s tate of emerge ncy
and othe r state re pre lSlon h..
made th ings far more difficult and
risky than in " normal times " 
whatever " normel t imes" maans
in our society. But surely this is
not the first country in the world
where the state has utilized e very
means at its disposal to try to
crush the struggle of the people .

In any event. simply because the
state bringa do wn represaion dOllS
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not mean that this represssion il
insurmounta ble and that the only
option is to capitulate to it .

Nor can the rna..es be blamed for
the I tata of effai... that uists to
dey: they ne ve never been found
wanting in thair will ingness to
sacrifice and their desire to strug
gle for liberation.

ThfI probl~ hu bean rha lack of
any real vanguaFd rtl voIu tionary
leeder$hip both wiffing to end
cepable of uniring w ith the mo&t
edWlnced senriments and actions
of the masses and LEADING them
in an a vera" revolutionary direc
tion.

It ia a law of hi.torica l end secret
de velopment that the massea of
people on their own , no malter
how heroically they s truggle, will
never develop revo lutionary con
aciousnell end "ction apon·
laneous ly .

WhO among all of the various
organisations has t"ken this law
to hean7 Who has been con
aistently out there among Ihe
malles mobilizing and organising
ar ound a revolutionary pro
gramme7

Has it not otten been the case that
the masses have been lett to
stru ggle on the ir own - and aven
then have lett many of the
o rganise t ions eating the du st
behind them - while the ec -cened
" vangua rd organisetions" have
busied themaelvea cluc king over
how terrible the situetion is and
how the key tas k now is to
" protect our structurea" and
positions.

No one ia saying thet there ia
never a time when it is necellary
10 temporar ily retrea t . But even
whe n It is necessary to do so, it
must be remembered that within
thil defenaive posture there has
to be e laments 01 the ollensive
and work hes to be done to tum
the defenaive into an overall 01
fenalve position. Otherwise the
tem po ra ry retr ea t qui c kly
de generates into capitul ation.
What ia mora, it ia not even all
that c lear thet auch a aituation ax
iata in occupied Azanla today and
It cenainly did not u ilt when the
panial s ta te of emergency was



decl8red 8t midnight on 2 0 July
198 5 8nd theo~m8$Sl:!s Wl:!re 8t t he
hfl ight 01 rebe llion throughout lhe
country .

Th. R. a! Cont...t o t Blko LIv.-1I
It is precisely w it h in the conte xt
of the situ8tion th8t e ~ilts t od8Y
8nd in considering t h l:! quest ions
re ised ebcve th8t t he reel conte nt
8nd import8nce of " Biko Livfls l "
em ergl:!S. W hat ere the kl:!Y
lessons t het 8 iko' s lil e end idees
hold lor t he movemenl t oday ~

One of t he l:!ar liest end most im
portent contl ibulions of Biko and
t he BC Movemenl in gl:!nl:!rel w es
bursling through the w 81! 01 in
t imidat ion and repression Ihat had
been bui lt up around thl:! Azan i8n
pl:!ople Ihrough the si~t ie s . In Ihe
aftermath 01 the banning 01 Iha
ANC and the PA C the regime
unleashed ve ry severe repl ession
tlgeinst the masses in general and
egainst any and all revolul ionary
opposi lion that e~isted among t he
masses in parl ic ular. Polit iCS,
most especia lly revolUlionerv
politics . WtlS tc rcec into tI subt er
ranean e ~istence .

Biko end the BC Movement w ere
not put a ll by th is situa tion nOf
did Ihey use it as en excuse l or
submissio n t o t he reg ime and
complacency . Instead thl:!y at 
tacked the monster head on. And
w hile their understanding and the
too ls used w ere limited by th a
conditions 8t the lime, especiallv
by the tact that they htld been
born in to a political vacuum, they
did indeed attack thl:! regime w ith
unprecedented vigour and deter
mination .

Biko realised that one 01 the l irst
tasks tha t had to be accomplished
in order to advanc e the struggle
was to shake the f ear and com
placency OUI 01 the masses 01
Al anian people . Biko stluggled for
a correct 8ssessment of the situa
tion among Ihe messes 01 Bltlck
people at the l ime and concluded
Ihtlt : " Th l:! type of blac k man we
have loday has los t his manhood.
Redu ced to an obliging sheil, he
lookS w ith awe at t he whit e
power structure 8nd acceplS w hat
I'll:! regards as the inevi table posi ·
t 'on . Deep inside his anger
mounts al the accumulal ing in
sult. but he vents it in I he w rong
direct ion - on his fello w man in
the l ownship , On t he proper ty of
black people . No longer does he
trust leadership, lor Ihe 1963
mass arre sts w ere blameable on

bungling by Ihe I. adtl rship, nor is
t he re any t o truSI . In t he privacy
01hi aloilet hi.. f aCfl lwist s in silen t
condamnation 01 whit e society
but brightens up in aheep;. h obe·
dieQce 8S he c omes ou t hurrying
in response to his master ' . impa
l ient cel l . In Ihe home bound bus
or tr8 in he joins the Chorus that
roondly condemns the whitl:! man
but is Iirat t o praise the govern
me nt in the presence et ee police
or his employer s... . A ll in till t he
black man has beco"", 8 she!l, 8
shedow of a man, complete ly
dele8led. drowning in hi s own
misery , a slave , an o~ bearing the
yok e of oppression w ilh sheepish
t im id it y ." IS leve Bilt. o " We
Bleds " l

W hile Biko 8ccepled Ih is as a true
picture 01 till:! mood 01 t he
masses, he did not capil u lat e in
Ihe face of th is sit uation and use it
as 8n e~cu se to do not hing.

Inst ead, he rec ognised that this
" lear" w as a t w o sided issue 
thaI it w as not only an obstacl e t o
the advance 01 the struggle but
Ihet , since it was a product of t he
system, it also went hand ;n hand
w it h a tremendous ha tred 101 the
regime . And this hat red provided
fert ile ground tor revolul ionary
w ork .

Fqr Biko the lask w as not berat ing
the masses for l ear and inactivity
or fall ing prey to misll:!adership,
but 101 the leadership to actually
plav thl:! role of leadership. The
purpose o f rl:!cognising t hl:! si tua 
tion w as to act on it 8nd changl:! i t .
"This is the Iilst truth. bitter as it
may seem, thaI w e have to
ac knOWledge before we Can st art
on any programme designed to
c hange Ihe status quo. It become.
more necessary to Sl:!e the t ru th as
it is if you realise Ih8t the only
vehic le tor chang8 ale these peo
ple who have lost thei. pe r
sonality: '

For Biko the reaiization 01 t he
nel:!d tor genuine leadership w as
nOI iust idl l:! ch8t ter 01 a Pl81ilude
reserved 101 scholarly treatises
and politica l haymaking .

On the one hand he waged a
rell:!ntless struggle aga inst I hl:!
w hil l:! libl:lrals who had seized
upon Ihe absence of rl:!voluliona' y
lea dershi p among the BI8c k peo 
ple in th e previous decade 10
declare themselve s " the leaders"
of t he Black str uggle in ord l:!r to
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hep them f rom attacking 8nd
ch811enging any of t ha fundamen
t al con tradicliona in socialy .

At the aame time he vigoroualy
organised among the Black people
t hemselv aa around all 01 t he key
iasue s facing the struggle f or
liberlltion. In opposition t o whlt a
liberal " leadership" he urged
Black people t hemselves t o seize
cont rol 01 their dest iny . He IIltack 
ed and dell:!8tl:!d all all l:!mpts by
the regime to divide the masses 01
oppressed Azenien people. He led
Ihe wey in l ullv developing thl:!
concept 01 one Azanian nal ion as
opposed t o th e div ide and rule
schemes of t he regime concen
Irated in the phoney "recter" divi·
sions the government hed fr ied to
impose upon Ihe Blllck people.
A nd, he rut h lel&ly e ~posed and
w elded Black opposition to ti ll ot
Ihe v ariou s co lla bo" lio nis t

~

IN ONE WORD " SOWETO"

scheml:!s and " solu tions" pro
pagated by the gove rnment and
various egents.

Not surpl is,ngly , B,ko's activities
elici t ed a severe re sponse l rom
the state. In 1973 he was banned
and l estric lI!d to his hometown 01
King W illiam 's Town. In 19 7 5 an
extra clau se was added 10 his ban
ning orde r w hich prohib ited him
from engaging in politica l w ork l or
t he Black Community Prog,em
meSoFrom Augus! to December of
1976 he spent at least one hun·
dred and one days in pr ison and
was th en rele8sed w it hout being
charged. Throughout these years
he was atsc arr ested and c harged
man y times under sl:!cur it y legisla
tion bur W8S ne ver onCl:! con 
vlcted. And f inally, on 18 Augusl
19 7 7 he w as detained under sec -



tion 6 01 t.... Te,ro.l.m Ac t . It w n
du . ing thi s period of detention
lhet Biko . held n e ked erod manecl.
ed, peid lhe u ltimele price lOt' hi.
.evolutioNory -etivity .

Biko ·• •e.POt>N 10 t hil I1l1e in·
timidelion end ' eprl'Uion hold.
..elueble leuons IOf -etivi.u I'"
dey . It .Iend. .. e OJ'ee1 "'p in
the feee t o 11I1 IhoM w ho e.gue
thIol .tlte ••eMion altomelif;;el.
ly Il"tIdude. revolution-.y work.
No matter whet the .tet.brought
down egeinIt him, Biko continued
10 push forwWd with his re ltOlu
Uon.tv work. During the time o f
hi. be< . "'lI end . n triction to King
Williem'. Town he Ofll"'nised Ihe
Ent..n c... brench o f the BlKk
Community Prog.......... . Arod
..-eo_ . his home. int ended by
the gO\teft'll'l'l8nI 10 .......e a s a n
ieoIeled prieon 01 aon.. became
..-. hk. • cent .e o f political..-

d iseuMion end .. .."""t .. young
aetivillI from all over the country
conlionued to M&l< out Biko end
dilCUlll hi. icIH. end ylorioul pr",
11"......... 01 eetlOfl .

One of lhe moll po wtH1u1 end in-
• pit.lioneI . "ampIe. 01 Biko ' .
e ve••" Ofientllion low",da al.l.
,epr..sion and a ll o f the othef
, i.k••nd IIw.al. involIted in . t rug·
gllng lor liber.t ion w.. caPlured
In a .Ialement Blko mad" d u.ing
.n inl e' ..i.w co nd ucle d a lew
monlh. belore h. WllS mu,de'ed ,
" You ••" "I the. aliy. "nd p.oud O'
you a .e d ead••nd w he n you at e
dead. you c en' l cere a nyway. And
you. me ttlod 01dnfh c a n it.el ' be
• polnici r ing fhing. So you die in
lhe . ioll . Fa, e hel l of a lot 01
Ih" m . in lact . Ih". e ·• •e all y
noThing 10 101. - a lmo.l li le••I'y,

gl...n the kind 01 .l luation. th at
lhey come I.om. So if you can
oY".come the pe.tonal f"a' of
d•• ' h , which I. a h ighly itt.liona l
t hing, yOU know , lhen you'.e on
the w.y." "On ChHI t" "J

,. " Tentble Of Ill" , ...1
While ther. ",. undoubledly many
..-••"eme>Iti. I.om 81ko·. hIe
end eetionl Thel could .......e n
important I&uone tor The struggle
loday, there i. Ot>ti outl1ending
leet .tlouI Boko IheT can n&Vef bti
highIioghted eroough. Throughoul
his paIolica! hI" Boko n&Vef 1I.1ed t o
l1end solidly w ith lhe ma_ in
.ebellion . When he was once ask·
ed lor prool 01 t.... IUCU'II 01
IlIack Consaou_u hot proudly
--.need lhet euc:h prool could
bti show n in Ot>ti w ord _ Sow e tol

Fa . I.om being an e m pty or "' .
.og"'l boal1 . this . t . fement not
only .ecognised t hot ye,y .eel e l
IftCT 01 BC on the ma..". 01 Aze
nie n peopl" but .taunchly delend ·
ed Ihe . ction. 01 the mas.es
eg a in l1 Ihe o p p.elliye sy.te m .
Biko nOI only u ph,,1d Ih" .e be ll ions
01 the m"..e•. he ce le b•• ted t mom
• ••ight..o u. lu tiy" l. 01 the o p'
p ....."d.

While Biko r. cog ni. ed IhfI " u n.
tidy" a nd epon lantoOU. ch••ltCTe .
of the... ' e YollI, hfI did not u ...
lhe.. w e ak ne..... 10 ICOId m..
m... . . and ' .ufloca le Ih. i,
r..volulione<y enlhueiaem but in·
l1ud .Iudied The weekf'lllt.M. in
o 'd... t o COHeCI Ihem a nd
t . .... form lhem inTO . ..... ..-e
pow...-ful tool. in the Nlnd. of the_.
In the f..... ......ysi. tt ....." bti w;d
the! Biko end the BC Mo yement
nol only 1t0Dd with the masses in
the abslrac1 . in a YlIfy .eal seniti

lhey~ rhe maIMs of Aza ·
nian people 10 d,,,em the wild end
Ctaly dreams 01 bber.lion. Mor•
lhan thel . lhey boldly stepped lor·
w a ,d to "'ell the people in eeting
upan those d.e..... . to . eech out
end ....ze l he IUlurl . And in doing
so. lhey helped 10 c'eale the c0n

d it io n . n ec.IS• •y 10' m.ny
Ihousand. mor. B,kos to ,i. .. u p
OUI 01 Ihe .t' uggle and I.ed Ih"
m. ..... in sto'ming end t... ' ing
d own Ih" w. lI. 01 o pp.esslon end
e xploit af io n in occupied Alania .

Thi• . mo'e Iha n .ny!hing. should
be Ia ke n to hea,1 and m. de I
male ,i. 1 lo . c . by I II w ho com·
"",mor.t. lhe t enlh an....ye ' ...' y
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o f t he mu.de, of Steve Blko and
w ho continue to . h. , ,, hi. y".,n·
ing fa, libtiflt io n .

IndHd, Biko procHded t.om the
leet lhel all COffect l. edfI.shlp
COtnttS "om the mas .... . In prec'
t iee, thil me...1 laking t he unfor '
mut.led idee. of the messes,
.y ll.mal ;llng Ih.m Ih.ough
study, going b.,;k 10 m.. rnasses
to uplain them in • new end con
clnllat.d fo , m . namely BC .
~urally , the rna._ embreced
Be .. their own end ifnpIemeol lted
it - end continue 10 do sol

Be a lso ig....ted end fuelled ,e yCJ!u.
I_ ry f".. among the opprelStid
on I Yotry conlinent a . evidenced
lOd.ey in the UQfilings in Ha ili and
Soulh Kor.1 to ""me bul two .

Biko leught lhe me....s tha i it Ie
po.sible 10 brid"" t he gap bet ·
w e e n lhe g, iroding '-,or 01 the
p'esen l and a n enti,.ly dillerenl
wor ld whic h c . n ""nuin"ty be c a ll.
e d beau tilu l - a w o . ld 01 ,.dice lly
dill e •• nt condition•.•e dic.lly d lf
fe,..n l , ,,Ief io ns b.lween p.ople
a nd .edlcally d ill. , . nt ways of
look ing II .ye.ything .

The futu'. is bright , Ihe .oed is
for tuOUS. The South AI, ic a n ' u llng
elliS Is li ke • wounde<l beesl
w hich w iN not 'et'lIIt f, om lhe
st"ll. o f h lS1 0ry on its o wn -ecord
but w~1 c.r.y on a last d itch
StTUQge TO prOIec1 itsell by every
po.sible "",an. . h w il be bu'ied
only a fter ....-ny ..-1 ,ower_ .
many IWllts end tum• .

W. must fight "ga'nll Thl
d.bberet" """"'PI to <educe Biko
10 a ,.,.. . icon by ,e.is;o.,;S1• .
Biko end Be Ir" • IMng 10ICf" ~
lhe word. " 81KO UVES III " nng
with .evoIution .

hila QU80nt notlOfl lhal t he
•......Iion should be neal , lidy
and predicla bltt - in Olhe, words .
nol , . yolution l R. votulion can
nfIY'" be so y"", , ,,fined . so """.
ue , .0 I.. mp.,al l . k ind ,
c o u ' t eo u . , . e . u a i n .. d and
m . g n.nimou• .

STOP PRESSIII
We g,.el the n.w. 01 the mu,d...
o f Com.ad. P..I.., l a sh with ho,·
' 0' and indlg nlbo n . We w ill
leatu.e an appreciaf ion 01 Tosh's
lile .nd w o ,k in the nut
FrMrlr TMI< .



Tw o st ones sat by a riverside in
the country, idly pondering their
fU1Ure u they gathered a 101 01
mos. and little else.

l emented the l irst etone: " It is
now f ive thousand years that I
have sat at one spot, ga lhering a
101 of mo.. end nothing else. I
have seen the w ater. of this
mighty river fl ow by through lean
and fet years. I really w ish I hings
w ould change and I moved
somew here eree."

The second 1I0ne said : " But you
are better of f . Five thounnd years
is not a very long time, consider
ing that I have nest led at this very
spot since the end of tha Ice Age .
At leall you came rolling dow n
w ith the river during the lilt
m ighty f lood, and yOU immediate
ly laid on arr ival that you w anted
to make a better future yourself
on Ihis river bank : '

" I have slayed here for a long
time. Even during the Stone Age
w hen our Iribe hed ill glory veers
u the only implements man cou ld
think of, I wes lef t untouched. I
WII not shaped into a w erhead of
those years, and not tlVen con
sidtl rtld l or seieeuen. I guess th is
thing 01 merit being Ihe only
cri terion for seltlClion is very old
indeed .••

Replied the fi rst 1I0ne: " At least I
cen boast of being descended
f rom a great lineage. My great
greel ·grendfather w ill go down in
history as the rock which the f irst
cavema n used t o club Ihtl fi rst
cevewoman w hen he came home
ontl nighl f rom the first ceve pub
end found that she had nOI yet
prtlpered his supper ."

Said I he second stone : "I don' t
kno w who w ill believe your tale ,
because the first cave peop le lived
w htln thtlre wtl rtl no written
record s. As such , there is no proof
of the l irst do mestic t iff you af e
tslking aboul. In my case it can at
least be proved tha t my uncle was
thtl one king Mosheshoe rolled
down Thaba eosiu in defence of
his land from murdering bands 01
I hieves Irom torcoe. II you doubl
it , ask my neighboUrs here: '

" W hen the greal tee floes melted
and ended the Ice Ages, the

Stone talk
guahing waters rolled us dow n
here from the mountein lop. BUI
many 01 our relat ives w ere left
behind - and just as w all because
they helped I(ing Moshoeshoe
repal the attack of Ihe murdetou s
bands of piundtlrers ."

The stones conlinued their idle
chatter f or some time, unsware
thal not f ar aw ay feet w ere tid·
vencing along the river bank. The
owner of the reee . for they had an

o wner and w ere not just a pair of
feet that were left lying around 
w as a small boy w ho was hun ting
birds.

In his Irousers pocket he hsd e
fe w pebbles w ith which he loaded
his c tll apult . Every now end then
he dipped his lit t le htlnd inside his
pockat 10 select a sho l . It w as
while he ptlssed the t w o stones
I hat he reached into his pocket
and the pebble he eerecred ftlll
from his hands end rolled towards
them. The lit t le bo y wa lked past,
hi s mind end eyes concentfa ting
on the tall l rees along the river
bank .

The t wo stones w erccened the
newcomer w ith jOy, and l adly
obstlrvtld that htl m ight be visiting
for a relatively sho" time . say
ebout a hundred years at Ihe
moll, because there w as no
doubl that the ne..t lime the river
l looded he w ould be w ashed
aw ay becausa of his smell size .

As stones go - w hich is very far if
they ere in the hend s of an e..pert
I hrower Or catapu lt shot - the
new arr ival w as relativel y young

"

~~
though he had much more e..·
parience than the elders in his
newly-Iound company.

" Tell us all about yourself . W here
do you come f rom, and how i. the
place you come from ," pleaded
Ihe older and bigger 1I0nes.

Said the young lellow : " It is a
longllory. I come f rom the urban
ereaS ' You are my rural Cou sins.

" I W ill benealh thtl ground lor

thousends of years and Only
em erg e d w h en bende o f
marauders from Europe started
m ining the spot where I lay buried
for ages. I was Ihrown out with
ether stontls and we were piled in
to a mound w hich w as lel er used
in the const ruct ion 01 road s. Thtl
Europeens poured smelly, st icky
and gooe y stuff called tar over the
roads.

" I Will very luc ky to escape lhe
ordeel. II wa s w hile Ihe road was
still being built thai two boys on
thei. way home'from school had a
quarrel ovtlr a sandw hich. One 01
them picked me' up and landed me
smack on the hetld 01 the other,
and I have virt uelly landed on hun
dreds of htlsds and helmell ever
since . I have smashed countless
w indows and in the process
lathered several children w hen I
broke into a number of pieces
after l an di n g flu sh o n a
policeman' s face and knocking
him stone cold , if you w ill fOfgive
the ex. pression."
The rural Slone8 where spell ·
boun d and lasc inaled by all Ihis.
and w anl ed 10 hearfflore.



Shrugged th e yo unger atone:
" Oh, it', the thi ng thele deYl to
lend on human he ed e, particularly
unpo pular ones. The l8It t ime •
l aw Iwo ot my boYI, they were
d isappea ring into the windscreen
of a motor e ar wha le owner had
scabbed when Ihe people asid
everybody shou ld not go to
work ."

" But it il more exciting when you
ara in a hand a t a good and angry
yoyng ma n or women ·a nd there
are thOYlandl of them nowaday.
• who cen take good aim and land
YOY on the intended window or
head . It is tun to know how small I
em yet what power I po.lessed.
On th e other hand, it is see when I
am abused and miss my targe l,
because that is a wasted c hance
and it may not be till enolher
funeral that I am put to use
again: '

" Did you say tuneral7" inqui red
the olher atones s imultaneously ,

" Ves, Ihrowing alones goea with
a heavy price Ih8le days . It my
thrower breaka a window pene ,
lhe Europeen sell'er megistrates
say he is guillY of sabolage and
usually senle nce him 10 not less
Ihan five yeers in. jail. Thai ia
when th e throwe' is very, ve,y
lucky ."

Asked the other IWO: " You asy
live years in prison is very, velY
lueky7 Do you me an Ihat he can
gel even moee Ihan five yellrs 7"

Re plied Ihe urblln Slone ;" The las l
Ii ltle boy who Ihre w me, whom I
loved and now miss very much,
WllS shOI dead. Thai is whllt hap'
pen. nowadaya. Which bring s me
10 Ihe qUe5lion ot tunera l. almost
every day ."

"aececse people are shot dead so
regule" y, Ihei, fune,e ls lire held lIS
' ll{Iularly . And beca use Ihe people
hllle those who s hool them, and
becauae those who shoot the pee-

p'e never keep aWllY trom the
people ' s fune rals , thia resulta in
mo,e stones being Ihrown a nd
mere people being s nce. These
days Slo nes are much more
precious Ihan all Ihe gold lind
dillmonds be low Ihe 'g rou nd,
because Ihey a re the people'a en
1'1' oeteeee lIgainsl bunet s.'

The rural Slone. po ndered Ihis bil
of ne ws. It wn too much to,
them, because Ihey had been
isola led Irom Ihe rest of Slonekind
tor so long. Nonelhe less Ihey e x·
prelsed 1I wis h 10 be pa rt of the
urblln ha ppenings.

Said Ihe ne wcomer; " Vou will be
pari ot Ihe scene SOOner Ihan YOY
rea'is e , beca use th a people's
a nger a t Eu rop aan ru le is
s prellding ri ghl ac,oss the lenglh
and brelldth of this land . It Ido '101
see you he,e again , in cese I a m
wn hed lI W8y in the ne xt floods ,
we will meet in Pretoria. Good
nighl ." ~

..oI'_~Hymn for Africa

Good people of lidrlell. pray
wait for the fruit s ot t omorrow
and not o f today,
tor the Imperialist God s will
that you serve th is way
Oh pray to Them, Africe, pray

Give p raise lI nd home ga
to t he hig hest God,
give money t o His Churc h
if J esus be the t b ig-bellied preacher,
He w ill s t hat you give this we'll .
Turn the Olhe r c he e k,
be h umble , be gay
if the Tr inity be Tho se Chauffered in Benzes,
They will that you act this we'll
Oh pray to Jasus, Aftica. p ray

Do not dela y. A frica. do not delay
Toss these shackles of superstition away,
fat no one - not aven Jasus take
your freadom away "
Be no t pre y, A frica. 8a not prey.

Bob Sla yma ke r

t z



The line 01 the " Iud.,,' hip 01 the
Blaek Working Class" w.. eon '
solida ted at the AZA PO National
Symposium during Apr il 1 9 8 1
lind the Dietatorsh ip 01 t he 81aek
Prolelarisl liS a tran.itional stage
t o a socialisl socie l y was boldly
asserled Sl lhe Flrsl National
Forum on 13 th J une 1983 in
elucida ting the An nian Peopla ' ,
ManileltO.'

TI'M! Inaugural Conferenee of t l'M!
AZAN IAN PEOPlE 'S ORGANISA·
TlON had lhe theme " A Furthe r
Determinetion of BC and an em·
phas i. on the w orker, ' s it ua t ion."

After Ih e banning s o t t he
mainst ream BC organiutlons on
Oclober 19, 19 7 7 a period of in
lro . pection w ith in the BCM ce
eurred.

" BlACK SOLlO....RlTY " sign, fied s
transcending of the artific ia l bar·
rieor. o f Iribe end rsee end the
a_"ion of the icIerllity and in
tereat. of !he oppreaaed nation.

" BlACK SOLID....RlTY.. "so im
plied a closing of !he , ...... o f lhe
oppreaaed nat oon so that the n0

t ion that BIad< hillory we. e
hislory of barbariam in which
Bleck. lived by __.... and
cruel vioIenee alonoI, that 8lae1r.
religion w 81 ignorant SUperllition
filled with dart. c)fIe(I. and r.... ing
Maet>e~j;ke w itehea' br.ws , thai
Bleck muaie we' UI\8bkI 10 eon·
lain fresh COIltent , that our il·
lit eracy meent stup;dity end ernp
l ine.. of our heads of w isdom, in
telligence or reason end thel w e
w er . kn le more then tr~ of ba·
boons w lfh r_rlr.able humeon
resemblance. could be laid t o
, est and Bleck Pl'QpIe eould anain
p. yehological liberat ion - .. a
stepping slone t o tl'M!ir phyaieal
liber&lKln.

De...-'op......1 of BC
In ita initial 'lag8l, SC'. priority
w.. to ierk Bleek people out o l lhe
viee g rip of fear and eomplec. ney .
It snatehed lhe e uodgel, of strug·
g le from lhe hand. of libera ls and
pieced it firmly in the hand. of l he
opp<aaaed Pl'QpIe . TM 1978·77
SoWlllO Upr ising is I..timony 10
the lucce.s of thi, I trategy w hich
W81 employed under the banner
.logan " BLACK SOLlO....RITy -,

11 il only il BC i. eonst en tly
de ... eloped in this w s y that it w ill
prepare and guide the Bleck w ork·
ing elan In their politieal st ruggle
l or t he eslumplion 01 State
powe r. Only I late power in the
hands 01 t he Blaek w orKing elan
ean le lld to a libe ra tlld socillly
whieh benelill a il A2anian•.

11 i. ...ita l tha t BC Conlinuous ly
re fine and eleen.. il' ide.. - BC
een ne...e r be lIagnant and . Iill be
.eie n t il ie . The refo re , w e .re
aeutel y aware 01 t he need fo r
e rilic.l inqui ry whieh w ill ir
re ...e rentl y w eed o ul whal has
been pro ... ed wrong or outdated in
BC and fufl tle r de...elop BC's cor
ree l kernel.

We belteve lhat BlACK CON·
SCIOUSNESS fSCI is a scOe<lt,fic
ideoIogy 'in that it :

• 10C1J. " on the "..t~ coo
dlrion$ in occupied A2a rW.e lor
the ult ,..,.te c.u_ and direc·
lions of every ....ent end
pheoomenon therein;

• compreh.nd. thel e
~ in their cl"".g·
ing,..ss end development end
t heir inlerection w ith other
ph.nome...;

• Ituodie. t he attuggle 0 ' op'
poai,.. a. t he underlying ballis
0 1 the motion and change of
proc.......

In ord., t o eatlY l!vaugh the truly
fundamental change t hll l is called
lor bV the conditiornl in oo::cupied
A, a",- loday. w8 w iMne<ed t o be
.rmed w Ith. scientific understan
d ing of socia"" . including •
rigofous end cntieal gres.p 01 the
tNIsi<: role of lhe resistance of The
mllnea ...cI t he process of revollJ.
t oon itH'lf .

• With the deepeni"'ll 01 the
libe,"ion at 'UlIgle emce the mUI
uprising. beginning with lhe Rand
Revolt 01 September 3 , 19 84 the
b<~ liberation movement has
,eached • Clon.oadl . The direc
lion whic h we choose now w ill
de lermine whethet our struwlft
w ill e n<! w ith ,eaistance w hich w ill
merely ,a"1e lhol chains of our
opprSl.ion Of wnether we wi" be
able 10 ,halte' t !'>en chains
ttwOUilh • thoroughogoi"'li ft/voIu....
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The g~l 01 " t<;ie nt ilic .ad.li.m"
w•• d.lioed bV Ih. BI.ck Con
telou."... Mov.ment 01 Az.nill
.t th. ir Flr.1 Conl.r.ne. in
Engl.nd in 1980·.nd w., in
d. pend.nllv but u...mbiguoullly
...e rled b y AZAPO ." Thi .
.mounl.d 10 ,h.rpening Ihe
del initlOl'l of the futur. eociety
from the Mbulou. " Bleclt Com
muneliem" lldopted by the 8l8ck
People'. Convent~ .nd pol

u.yed i n the Mef.k . n g
M.,.;t..to .•

AZAPO I\n decisively pleoed !he
que.. few soo.Ii...... on the poIiliclll
egende. Ther. is e denge. of
· ·sociefi........ end ....en " ecienllfic
.acieliem" degenelllting inlO •
mer. pletitude , of it becoming e
" chicken in .veryone', pot " de
mend. II i, no w onder , lhen. that
l he de m.nd for tOCieli.m i• . for in
st.ne. , linked by meny to lhe
liber.1 document known • • lhe
Kliptown " Fr. edom" Ch. rte• ."

For . liII o ther• . BC' . que.. for
. oci. li.m i• • n . ..cu,. 10 r endlen
" con. cie nliu lion" not linked to e
political P'Dg. ,mme .nd . peci lic
• nd• .

II i. cle. r thel the SCM of thoe
1980 '. ..... . peeified thel BlKk
Solid.rity mu.t be firmly in t hoe
hend. of the 8IM:i< Working CI....
h.nc. in b.nne . .Iog ,n i.
" BLAC K SOLIDARITY UND ER
THE HEGEMONY OF THE BlACK
WORKING ClASS: '

Thi. emounn 10 e q...l,t .live leep
lorwe rd in l he e ..ecution 01 our
. Iruggle .

It r.mein. true thel grOUP' $UCh
.. lhe UNITED DEMOCRATIC
FRONT ... . ooted firmly in the 8C
Ifedition 01 the 19 70 '. end con
. Iilut. e deforfl'l8d BlKk Con
teiou....... Movement~They hev.
.eluNd to~ to grip. with new
chllllenge . but ....v• •e lher t ried 10
IlIke lhe . t ruggle be<:k 10 the tired
s hibbol. th. 0 1 Ih. Congre..
Alli. nee of the 1950'• .

W. repe.t Ih. t the UI.nt to
which .e IlOlUlion.rV feeling••nd
..pire lion. .nt deepened into
rellolution.' V . cienee no.. end
how thet . cienc. i. . ppli.d
lowerd . tr . n.fo r m ing . po n 
I. neou• •eai.l.ne. in to consciou.
revolut ion. No. everything to do
wit h w hel w ,ll be med. of tholle
opportunit ie. end cNollenge. end
how much of lhe future wiMbe

w .enched I. om the fl,lbble 01 the
old.

ChangH In the South Africen
PoIItIc.l Eoouorn,
Soulh Africe ·••y.lern of ' e<:i$m
. nd cepl1.'isrn I.elerre<! to in this
.... '1' .. ".~ cepiteli.m'"
he. it. 0Iig<M in e pertic:ulef forrn
of ..nIer-co'oniali...... end No. it.
logic in the cepit"i.t mode of pro
duction.

C.prleli...... in occupied A,.,.;. No.
de 1oped in • IIllfV epeeific ton-
t t : it he. ulibed .nd tr_form-
ed the rurel Alricen economy end
No. dev.1oped under lhe prOlec
Ii.... umbrella of end in doN c0n

junction w ith imperielist cepitel .

D•• m.l ic . nd f er - It ' Ch ing
ch.nge. followed the diecollery
by the whil...n l.... of di.monds
in Hopetown in 186 7 .nd lhe
m.in gold·belring reel of the W it
wllte•• •• nd in 1886.

Inle n. e .ocl. 1 . t ruggles ccccrred
n the Blsck people sought to
re. i.tlhe on.l. ug ht of Ihe Hiller•
e nd the Boer. IOUghl 10 m. int.in
th. " ind . p. nd . nc ." of Ih.
Tr. n . v • • 1 .nd Fr . e Sua
republics . The Bleck people w ere
.venl1J. lly . w epl off t hei. I.nd
end herded into t iny re$f!rve.
whe. e the M nler. could coot.in
them w hile lhe Boer .epublics
w.... g round down .nd t heir
po~ticel .nd milltery t!rength
broken down so the, • unitary
cepitelist st.t. under British in
fluence could be ••t.bIished in oc
cupied Azenie. Such • • t . t. w.s
••tebli8hed . ft er • N. tionM e-
.......rionin 1910.

Duncen Inne. is no doubt correcl
in ••guing the! " !he key to
unde••t.nding w hy .1I.nt. unfold
ed .s they did lies in recognizing
lhe .pecific for rn of the inlerne
t ionel cepit .li.t .elelione i""o....ed ,
th.1 i. ". lhey w.,. r.l.tions of
monopoly c. pil.h.m ." "·

The p,ofilll g.ner.ted IIi . th~

.uper-exploit.lion 01 81.ck leDoUt
on the mine. I.id the b.si, for
,ubs.qu.nt c. pit .Ii.1 dellelop
ment . nd Ih• • m. rg. ne. of e
South Alf ic.n c.pit lllit! cl. ...

A. I' om 19 3 3 onw . rd. rn. nu lll(;
t ur ing indut!ry beg.n to exp. nd
••pidly , ollen.king mining lit the
bilXllllt . ingl. contributor to ....
t ionel produetion du.ing the Sll-

l<

Concl Wor ld W••.

For illl . ..pen. ion. howev.r, South
AI,ic.n C.pitelism h.s conlinued
10 d.pend on l he import of cepitel
good. 8YCh •• mechine'Y f,om the
edv.nced imperi.list counlfie. ,

r.odueing on • bigger llctle end
.. more cheaply then South

Alrice could hope t o metch. To
pey for IUCh good., South Africen
cepit.li........... hell t o .e1y l ir. t end
for. most on f. w metllfial e ..pons
- the product. 0 1 " .... og end fllf ·-
Th. • ..p.nsion o f " mode. n "
menulecturing indU. l ry under
Sout h AfTicen cepiteli Nos lhu•
been bound - .nd r ins bound
- by • thouund t tweed. 10 the
econornic lorce . gOllerning mi....
ing .nd fe'ming . "

In vie wing CNonge. in lhe polllw llr
Soulh Alric. n economy, it is
po..ible to discern th ree penocs ,
lIiz :

1 . Ih . con , ol id.t io n of the
. y"em 0 1 .p.f1he id 
c . pit eli.m b.twe.n 1 948
w hoen Ih. N.lion. list Party
...umlld Ihe reins 01 powe '
unt il the .lIenlll 01 SNorpeville
in 1 9 60;

2 . th. p.riod ot Ihe S outh
Alfic . n rni , . c le w ith Ihe
d.cis iv. c . ushing of Ih.
rni~II'Y w ing. of t he PAC e nd
I'" ANC Iviz . Poqo .nd
Umlrhonto _ Si~' in 1963
UfItil the Sow1l10 Uprising of
1976·7;

3 . the period I.om the Sow.to
Uprising to the po-eMnt ; cor·
r. lIPO" lCIi1 og to the multiple
orgenic en... of ....t neid
cepiteli.......

The linr fWI'iod is rnerked by the
. ylllemetic .l.bor.tion .nd eo
toreement of • . yt!ern of . ecieI
eeg.eg.tion suited to !he re
quir.ments of mod.rn cepillliis t
g.ow th .nd t .... provi .ion of the
n.c.... , y in lfut ruClur. .nd
he'IIY indu."i. l invelllment to
epur c. pit .1 . ..p.ns lon.

The. e w... boom t.n . d I. rgely
on d. lI.topmenlll in gold lind
u.eniurn in Ih. Immedi. t. po.t
w.' yee, • . A tenet of initl. ti ll. s
w ere t.k.n to .ocou' llQe .nd
feeillt.te in....ll1ment in menulec
t ur ing . A highly integ••ted net 
w o.k o f s t. l . c o.po ••t ion•
cr.ll1ed • modem industri . 1 in
"e.l.uetu.. . Thi. " pe,u tete l"



TobIe 1
EMPLOYMENT AND AVERAGE MONTHLY WAGES IN SOUTH
AFRICA

structure Will fro m the beginning
httavily penetr,tad by fo re ig n
c, pita l. The World Bank loaned
lome • 200 million to South
Atricll in the 1950 '1 for thel e ef.
fortI .

The ucond period lew the in
Itrumenll 0 1 rllCM'llIIion being
perfected lurtt- while Weltern
cepit.. plowed millionl in floating
capit" ' nd te<;h.""IOlogical know
how into the South Al ric.lIn
economy. c.pitlll intensive io
dulItn./ de~.lopmentl leW the io
cr•• ling interpenetration of d if_
lerent capita1ilt se<:torl .
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The ",-r rn.gnit\.lde of this
foragn inve l tment hal cushioned
Preton., freeing up t- resources
for h e r e we l ome m iliur y
m a ch ine . The re pre l l iv e
capabilit ie l of the regime lie very
much II function of foreign cepital :
the regime hll been given the e ll
tended c a pac ity to transpon
milit llry equipment and personnel
rap idl y a t low co st ov e r
widel pread geogrephical erees.

Thil period Will quite "PP!'opriate
Iy inaugurlt&d by Shllpeville . In
the irTll'l'llld il te Wlke 0 1 the blood
bath, the Americlln blnk , ChlSll
made I much publicised loan of.,0million to the reg ime end
soon joined II conlortium to lend
the regimll " 50 million.

Americlln bllnkllrl leW the c hance
to get on the " ins ide track" and
push the British into II subordinate
posit ion. What fOllowed Will an
un pre cede nted inflow of Western
capital.

Sector lll diffe rences between
monopo ly ce pit lliistl be came
gflldull ily lell important as the
monopoly co nglo mel llte, with
subsidisries in ms ny sectors and
substantial invllltments in othe r
conglomerlltes, emerged llS II
signifiCllnl for ce in llpllrtheid ·
Cllpitalil m. ALWAYS subordinate
to for eign cllp;tal.

The Unit ed statel is not the domi
nant inve s tor II " Chart AI but it
hal emerged al the imperialis t
chieftain in South Africll.1t il clear
thlt f oreign caplraf ha. phJ'Iad a
CTiticaf raJ. in the fhvelopment
¥>Ii COtIfigurarion of the South
A fric." «onom'l.

The thUd period il marked by
economi c contradiction, llnd

"'<_tong poceduo.. be_ ...-' ''''' , _. <_ ObIe
Sour<. , U S o.--.n, .,J ( _<• . Sur JC__ "'-0•. --... ........

"
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Chorl A
fOREIGN INVESTMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
Origin of foreign inlle,tmenf, /983
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Chorl B
U,S. DIRECT INVESTMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
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social conflict generated by the
structural condit ion. of choap
wage labour all interpenetrated by
the w orld economic cri'is end
mounting tan,ion, between the
USA end the Soviet Union .

By the 1970 ' . , multinational cor
poration. ownad about 40 % of
South Africa's manufacturing in
dustry.

South Afr ica ia a va,iubla
repository of st rategic minerals:
see Tabla 2. Fabulous profits have
been reaped in t he m ining .
smelting and refining of these
re......rces. In the 19 68 -7 3 period ,
American inveslments in mining
and .melting grew rapidl y at an
annual rate of 15% compared to
5% for the test of Africa. Table 3
provides lIome eKplanation for the
robustness of this growth in the
eKpan,ionillt phase of the po stwa r
spiral.

It ia important to note that one of
the specific I eetures of tha
poatwar allianca is its highly in
tegrated economic character:
thus Teble 4 understates the t rue
level of US investment aince some
US capital is inveated in South
Africa via US cap ital in the UK.
Fran ce an d W est Germ any,
amongat othera.

Between 197 8 and 1984 the
South African economy grew by
only 3% a year and there was an
actuer deCline in gross domest ic
product in 1982·83.

South Alr ica depends heavily on
the rest of Africa as a market for
intermedi ate and adv anced
goods: over half of its chem ical
llKports and about three-qu anera
of ita machinery and equipment
w ere sold to the rest of A frica dur
ing the 1970 's: It goes w ithout
saying thet the most eevancec
operations of foreign cs pital in
Africa are concent rated in oc
cupied Azania.

CharI C
FOREIGN CAPITAL AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME IN THE 1970s

South African Go.,.."",,,,n,
Admini,l rohon
Police
A,my
Ai,.fo' ce
Navy

ARMSCOR (mililOry)
ISCOR (i,on and " ....1)
ESCOM (el",,'ricily ond nuclear
SENTRACHE M (c hem":ol, )
SAH&RR (horboro and railway,)
SASOl (oil lrom coall
NAT REf (lIa le,,;1refin..ry)
IDC (lIa 'e deve lopmenl cor pora tion)
f 'c.
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Anglo-Ame'":an Corpora ''''n, plu' ' i, othe'
mining f;nance hou,e.
Multina tiona l co,porotion >: 40 p....cenl of
Soulh Alr":an manuloclu'ing
Mu!>inationa l corpo' a le bon k" 60 percent
0120 large" South Alrican bonk>



South AI, ic. h.. .ubjug ated
Southern Afric. by c,oa.·bo<de r
r. ida, •••il t.nce to cou nter
revolution.ry grOUPI, economic
pre..ure, end the undermining of
SADCC!JThe plen to con.truet •
"con.tell. lion" o f dependen l
blkk "Iellite . 1.les . round the
golden sun of white urban in
dl.lSt rill centres ceonnot limit it""
10 the bantu.ten••Iooe: it must
incorpor.le.R of Soo.rthem Atrice .

Net foreign inve. tment in South
Afriel fell by 1360 million bet
ween 1976 end 1984 . Thi. is
beceu$ll with ee lempest of the
bl.c" m..... in revo lt in
-.stmenla in South Afric. bear a
high ,;1Ik premium .

Thu. the 8oIhl·Me,.njun~ to
me"e • .how of conc sion.
while t ightening up .nd cl.mping
down.'4

In this contu l , il i. weird to ' eed
Ihlt Am e, lc: l n . nd S o v iet
a nllly"l at • conference in Ha, are
agree d th. t they h. ve minimlll in"
tete"l in Ihe Southern Africen
rt!ijion, the Americ.n. atlempting
to .uggest th.1their concern wes
• morel one diclaled by "
repugnence 10 .p.rtheid! '.

We believe Ihli the .y.tem of
apartheid-QIpit.lism, f., from be·
ing .nedvonistic or irr.tional. is
.n hi.tOficelIy con.tituted form of
superuploit.tion thel is func
tiona. from tile v.ntage point ot
cepital eeeumulelion end thet for
the" end .tr.teg< re.eons the
Weltltm imperieli. l . have e very
interest in the meinter-lCe of en
oligarchy in occupied AlPs.

The w.y that is being touted to
bre." IIle imoeue i. • N. t ional
Convention a Ie 1910. Hence the
c urre nt whizz ..id 01 Ang lo
Americen, • multinational cor
por.t ion in il. own right , sey.:

..... Ju" Ihin" Ihlt .bout 200
year. ego, in the summer of
1 78 7 , Iher. was e n. tion which
was in d.nger of falling . pan.
Then fifty·f iv. men .I.embled al
a convention and d'ew up . docu
men l Which has lerv.d as the
basil ot governmenl for th et n.
t ion eVer . inc. .. . The place was
Philadelphia .nd Ihe n.tion wa l
Americ.. Th.1 . ve nt was not
predict. ble - il wei made to hap
pen by grelt men. TM ..me Clt<l

be~ to heppM Itere.•• " ··

QUOTEIII

We believe thet the aYltem of
epMt~-cepireN,"" f." from bt1
HJg~,'Ic 0' mtiolW, is
.,. histolkelfy constitured form of
~",pIoiration thel is tunc
tiot* from the "'''''-rIIl poin, of
APit_ eccutrICIJetion end the, feN
theu end ."",."c t'NMNtS the
~r.m ;",p.,iMil" heve e'tf8f)l
In ten.t in themWn'~of."
r»i a elly In 0CCltpi«! Az....

"-.. . Clue 0at."• • ,1
The 8lscl<~aa Move
menl hla had to bettle consi.tenl·
Iy in lhe IT\lIIket place of ideas
againal the Inlellec:WIl snobbery
01 the eo-c. lled " left" w"D rely on
arid dogma, on eeonomiltic for
mulltiona and on their o wn IitIle
hiera' chiel . In doing so, the BeM
hea amphesind tile importance of
rac. , claN and gender in the
d e ve lopm. n t 0 1 apartheid ·
cepit.li.m.

For the willull y coloorbli nd 0'·
thodox " Ie It" tM tr ed itional fight
il d. fined as one between the
owner. of the meanl ot prcduc 
t ion (cepitel) and the aellet$ of
lebour po wer (t ile wor"'ing class)
which mull . 01 necessity , neve its
site on lhe factory floor.

Be h.s .acnewed tile tendency to
wish aw.y tile N.tional Queation
or 10 insiat. in the fee. ol . tubbom
reality, that the 1I"'W1e demanda
Ih.1 ..b l.c..·. f'!d-wh ite .. must
·· lM'Iite-IK'Id·light·'.' •

Nor has 8C lallen int o the tr.p of
geographically dividing the ~fe of
lhe Blac.. worker: the Blac"
worker w"D is . xploflad on the
factory I\oor is the very same
Blac" wor...., w"D hal to trudge
home to inhuman ~Ying condi
t iona .

Be doea not dividoe sod separate
lhe economic.nd cultur. 1aspects
of tna IIru~l. but ""1the need
10 atruggl. ove, both the s randard
o f Jivmfl end the qUlllity of /if".

AI the AZAPO . ymposium in April
198 1 , F.ther 8 ut i Tlha g ale
decl.red :

"c., tTlo subsume the comple xity
o f the South Afric. n eeerc
polilic.l . nd aconomic condition.
under the ,igid c .tegory of
'c ultute' i•• hopele..ly inade
qu.te e xercise . Bul ... lequ.ally in
adequ.t. lsi the 'new .ehoo!' thet

"

rll1il.,d. economic Inte relta . s the
aole delerminant of soci.1 rela
t ions . 1 IMy e xist In South
Africa ... ••

Thi. poaition heralded ,adicel ""p
lurea withoin the BCM in those e ar
ly d.y.~ "The poaition of the SCM
thai prevailed It that " ,ace iI •
c le.. determinant" and ia •
recelc:lau analysis of the South
Africa n situltion.

SC meldl the SoeiaI Question end
the N.tional Oueetion: it doea not
~ to auborchnete one to the- ,.
In ac"nowledging the ,eelity of an
oppreased nation, the departure
point of " BlACK SOUOARITY"
come. out for~fuIly .

Be ia quil. cle.r that " race" . s •
biological entity does not e xist .
But to Ny that race pH s . was.
s ignificant factor in tna shaping of
.ocial forees which repidly took
on. life of Iheir own is to refe, to
Ille way In whic h Eu,ope. ns
perce ive d people who were
phenotypically .nd cul turall y dif
rerem from themselYtl. and used
this to c,eet. ,e lat ions of domin.
t ion and s ubordina lion .

"RilCialis r practice. and racist
aoc:i•••ysternl were develop&d
wherever countrie. _. brought
unde, c:oIoniaIt'sm. Racism hal
grown out of • rNtionlhip of e x.
pIoitation betWeetl Blac.. people
end tl*f eoloniII rulen.

In Ifeas suc:h .s North~,

the whita eoIonilat1l attempted to
e xterminate the indioget'lous. pee
ple end I' : : edell in setting up
white majoritiea. In .eea IIJd> as
India, the eoIonisere gcwamed the
area . a IheN overseas c:oIoniel
poaseallOl"l .

In occupie(l An ni• . tile ..nlers
finally det.atad and disposs.llsaed
the ind igenoul ptIople .nd lhen
used them as che. p I.bour. The y
sel up • white oliga.chy which
uses bt\lte force to maintain ils
p'ivileged polltlon .

AI W.O. Jordan·s study of
Am e rl c . n s lave , y s ho ws ,
.. bl.c..ne.... was one e l. me nt in
t ile cluller ot ' neg. t ive' qu.lit ies
that pr.·eminently fin ed 8lac"s
fo , . Ia",ery; by contr. .. the
.bsence of t llese qu.alitie. in Eu,o
peen. , ende, ed lhem invnune



Irom e n.l . vement ."

11 i. only. lew dlY I I he, he lend·
ed on 1M dlores of lhe c..- that
J .n v... RielMtec:k w..-ned "'.....t
t he " w ild tr itHrl lw hol ",
_ whet bold. ttMevilh, end not
It ell 10 be tfUl ted ." Whet V...
Ri e b " e" c .ll,d " o u ,
N"tM,lendet." ~ incr" I 
iOlJly confirmed in , M'f>" of thei,
own ident ity .nd Hper.te nen
from othef ~oup. ,

aeee II I constllnt vll, ilble in the
h llto,y o f occupie d An n il .
RlIcilm se,ved pur" ly economiclli.
Iy exploit llt;ve gOllls lind Iiso
" mor. l" end " cult ur . I" gGBls:
w hites wete COOCetned .bout
cult u r.1 " d" b. seme nt" , mor. l
" c o n l . m in. t io n " Ind rlc i. 1
" hybr idolit ion" lhet migi'll flow in
the IbMnC<:I ot rKill bltroetl .
Recilm 1110 pro~ pl Ychic
grllif,cetion 10 those who . e lia!>ed
lordi"'ll il ove ' domineted grOUpl .

Tlhlglle 'l word i ll lJO hin l .t 1I

er..h belween thole in Ihe 6 CM
who ' efun d 10 Ipply e1...
IInlly.i. lind in.ilted thl! t he
lI , uggl ll w.1 o n e f o, the
re posH llion of lend sit'nPficit",..
W. heve h.td occasion t o describe
1..... ela.h in lhe BCM in !hIl fi,.t
FreM TeHt.n

Welte< Rodney"delCl"'be. how
N"fUl"I'IIh d&nied !hIl • • i. t lftC. o f
ela.se. in Ghene Unlil t he pel it
bourgeoisie •• I cl.1I OYef1hr. w
him, He N y' t hel N",urneh had
w.nd. ,ed for ye... w it h lhe
. numpho n Ihlt h . m ull
d isllilociite himse lf f,om scien·
li f ic loci. li l m be c e u e e it
o.iginlled out side the boundl,i".
o f h il own l ociely I nd he wn
. f' l id of ill cult u..1 implicll ionl .
Thi. il due t o t he facl the l he
I'I'IIde • dIStinction belween sodel
theory end~t;tic theory w hich
il not I neees..", diltJnction but
is one which grOW l out 01 the
hilloty of bourgeoil rhoughl .n

Nllu,.lly . ny ideology when .p.
phed mul t be IIpp lied with I
thorough g..lp of lhe in temll
,n ht ies of I g iv"n AI,iCl n socie·
ty , nyl Rodney. People h.!l ve no
d ifficully in r"llIing to e lec t , ic ily
. nd do not nk 'Wn Edi. on •
..cilt 1' 6ullhey u k 'W.. Mer• •
, aci.t1' The ... IU..I sc iences ..e
nol t o be sepe,lIed f,om the
~ sciences. An inte<prelltion
of tM sociel ,e . kty ceo derlYfl •
certI,n .....toricltl lew end hence
seien l" ic: IIw of society w hoch cen

be Ipplied irresPtl'C'!lv. of ill
originl or ill originllorl. ..

Of cour" , W.ltet Rodney w sms
thel scientifIC IOCiIh m mult not
be " "'" II I fonished product :
" to " " e it n I finished product is
t o t . ... lhe e l l y ,oule: '

Rodney m. ;nllinl t het t he ....
lion. lill Siruggle w ill be won
und", Ihe ,ub, ic 01 scie nt ifi c
SOcill ilm,

A w,ite. in Ihe New Nl tiod-I ug
gelU 11'111 I he for m Ull lio n
.. Blac .... w ork ing clnl t,ie l 10
project • socillil t "'lly... of
Soulh Af, ica while II 1M lime
time I,ying to emphasi,e the ....
tionIli.1 d'mension 01 OPP'elsion.
He~III thai lhe BCM w ents
t o .....pf'og.. ov"r t he netionll
demoent it Itruggle t o SOCillill'Yl .

We mUlt emph• • " e thl! we re
jKt I ~rticular verient 01 the two
I t l ge theo ry 01 ' evolution only ,
Ihe one 10 luccintly put lo,wl rd
by 0, Victo, Gonch..ov• • Inding
Sovie l I n l lyl t on South AMcI:

" Firs tly it is necelSlry to sel1le
1M problems of the (nel;onall
~",I!ion I truggle , end then t o
come . to !hIl net! llIge of the
soQIhl l ' I volution in South Airiel....
Thito posilion w.. cri licised by I
leld."'ll COSA TU Ind UDF aclMI1
II .. . .. I Will. o f t ime, I Wi lle 01
ene,gY'l,nd I w llte 01 ~pl,,'1

blood .' We ag' ee l

How eve " we l ully emphlliu 11'1"
. trug gl e 10f n llio n ll self ·
dele ,minllion Ind hive no inlen
t ion 10 Ie.s pf,og OVet .ny 01 Ihe
d emoc,.tie d "ml nd l 0 1 t he
' evolulion.

W ,t twl lhe gppressed net lOO. the
BCM 1'1.. ;n l; lI.d o n 11'1 .
~r 01 the 8Ieck working
elall , 6'1' " hegemony" w. me...
t he lUCCeuful mobiku tion end
. eproduc:tion 01 t he " IKI;vI con
senl " 01 o the, opprelled . oci.1
lo ,ees .. I 'elull 01 11'1. uI,cile
01 Ihe inl "lI" ctUII , morel lind
poli lici. le l de,s h ip 01 the Black
wo,kl"'ll elliS.

We 'Iler 10 Ihe Bleck work ing
elill II the " universll e le.."
bee. u" it il lhe only el l U
eepable 01 Ielding I t horoughgo
ing ,. volut ion which w ill benefil
.. AI.........

It II not limplV beeluse of lhei,
nume,lcll .tre"'ll1h thel t he Bled<
working elliS eonl t ilulel the
univer...1e1, u. h ;1 eee....se lhey
have no I t lke in meinl.mtng or
, . In lo,e ing t h e . y l tem o f
lpertheid-<:epitelism IIOd llmost
Iitetilly hive nothing 10 lose but
their cheinl I nd I w hole wor\d 10
glin in I eee Au ni. ,

It il up to the more advlnced sec
l iool 01 11'11 Black w o,king elu s to
enl WI that othe' er....1 in Ihe
o ppr"ssed oeuon do not de rli l t he
struggll In t he d i,,,Cl ion 01 I new
e . ploil ll;on.

II il lor the,.., ,11_ 1 thet lhe
BCM hll .lebotaled itl position in
1M 19 BO'I .. BLACK SOlIDARI·
TY UNDER THE HEGEMONY OF
THE BLACK WORKING CLASS .

Nolutshungu ..g.... convincingly
thll " B1 ackl who ectuslly own or
eonl ,o l the melnl of production
..e l ew Ind I fI nOI ,ep,esenled in
IIny one 01 Ii'll ml jo, indUl t ril 1 01
Ihe c ount ry"l"lInd 11'111 I " black
middll ell.." w ould 01 o&c" ssi ly
be in l ubotd inell colil bot i t ion
with the w hill rul ing I lIl b lish·
menl"HI c ontend. lhet It;1 " very
doubtful" that such , w..... c le..
could " succeed in I .lfeiling ef
feclive' hegemouit con tfol 0V'ef

the woriting ele.... .~
doel not depend on KOII()mi(:
(lOw et . Ione end could nol be
...eured by lhe modell Idven·
ligel which I colilbot. ling mid·
die cll .. may be I itow ad unde,
the o rd l ' 01 w hile dominllion. It
dependl also on cetnr re Ind
ideo logy Ind on Ihe reree 01 I, adi·
tionll bonds Ind sentiment .""

The Il1empt to ereell I ...tionlll
BlIck bourgeoisie is doomed 10 ,,,,
O'\IoIn inchIote, IIIYI Nolutlhungu:
..Not I II those w ho hevi benefit ·
led dltectly from govetnmenl
Iinancill lid hne llsumed IICIivfI
pOl ition . in Ihl po lit ici 0 1
SlIOa,"e deve~I , 10 thll
politiell encld,,,,,,.,.,, may tum
out not 10 be . imply rel.led to
economic emboufgeoisiemlnt.
" Embo urg" o i. " ment" I. u l ed in
Ihil eOO111l1 10 me.n t he e 'llIion
01 Ihe economic, . ocill Ind
pol iticil cond it ionl for Ihe
emefgenc" 01 I bou,geoi. 18 or lor
the "'g8-1ClI1e entry intO I n u ·
isting bourgeoisie 0 1 cetegoriel o f
people prev;ously ..eluded f,om
it:' "



It remsins true , however, tbet the
BlllCk petit bourgeoisie" ls a
v.c illating c lan : it rama ins
susc eptible to tha lu re s o f
cs pitalism and , il .1I0wed eithe r to
lead t l'l8 revolut ion sa • cl.u or in
t l'l8 n.me 01 the Black work ing
clan, they will . imply reproduce
the same or gre. te' level. 01
hu....n sutlering .

The DIlly relationship w hich the
BJack _ king r:kIu C811 he.... with
o thM cllIue. in the GPP"'U«J tIlI

rion is on the btlsis of it. own
m,g--.ony.

There is a tendency to shy aw. y
from the re-'lty ~t the white
work ing d ' ss i•• pat1 01 the ""l
ing d.ss, almo.t as if It Is
sacrilege to acknowledge that
s upposed agenll of revolution are
not entirely without .in. This
shine. out in the fonowing words :

" Whits worker . in South Africa
do not yef lind it pon ible to . t""g
gls s ide by side with Black
wort.er•. The rel ore it ha. to be
s ta ted Quite clnrly th at it is the
Black work ing c lass a t this p oin r
in timll which mu" lead the s t rug
gle ." "

Others have gons .o lar . s to Imp
ly that the t1Ki"ence of a white
working dass wsa . "myth" ~'

It i. intere . t ing to note that Euro
pesn immigr.nll came f ro m

societ ies which were themselves
high ly stratified on a c lass basis .
John X Merrlms n noted euctly
th is phenomenon In 1908 when
he observed that whita workmen
who , " howeve r unjust ly" , had
been r~ard6d .. !he " lowe r
d a. ... .. were de~ghtad on arrival
here t in South Alrica l to find
them. elve. in a position es an
a rl.tocrSoCy 01 Labou' o" ·

It i. the white work ing class
which . wall. the r..,k. of the
white right ..-..:I Siv...-nd8n tells
u. why:

.... . South Africa is the one
capit a lis t country whe re
ideology ..-..:I not produetion rela
t ion. determ;nn white working
d sas consciou_..... vi. a vis
the Black working class , the
horizonta l d iv i. io n o f cl ass
sssume. the vertical division of
race ; the horizontal i. the vertical.
Class Is rsce , rllCe class: ' "

The white working c lass will only
a CQ u ir e re vol ut io nery ca n
sciousneas in the nightmare of
social revolut ion and under the
Dictator. hip 01 th e Black Pro
leta riat.

" In elf"ct", . ay. Sivanandan,
" the,e a' e two supeflt ruc tures"
to the "me economic ba18 in oc
cupied Azan" - t l'l8 one white
and the o ther Black. The white

19

superstructure exhibi ts all the
" tra p p ln g l of I c.pitaliit
demo cracy" while the Blac k
supefltrueture II · .t " odds with
!he c. pitall. t economy (a nd l 18U
the e conomy .t od d s w ith
itself••:"

We mu" Ny ~t those in the
BCM who ..... to propound ideas
of • whit. working cla.. which
will f ind re vo lut io nary c o n
sciou-.. in some never.....ver
lind .... quite Wnply revisionist.
who saaIo. to .trip the universal
cIau of its ric:heIt seam in oc
cupied An nia - it. BLACKNESS.

Once w. aceapt Bisek working
dau hagamony. we must guard
again.t the danva" of economic
reductionism or tradfl union ism.
Steven Friedmt!' in Building
Tomonow T~Y.rgU8S:

" It i. becaul e they hava won
rlghtl in tha f. ctor ie l that
worker. are demanding them In
the townsh ipl . It Is beceuse they
have c ontro lled t ha ir own
o. g anln tl onl that th"y ere
d e mand in g that c o mm u n ity
group. all o allow their membBr.
to control decilion l:'

This is ma nifestly untrue : to take
but a na Ins tance , the t rad" unionl
w er e co mpelle d t o . l lg n
themselves with their mernb8n '
moodl gained from e xperiencel
,nd o rg ani . llio ns in t ne
town$hip$ to partK:ipata in the
W lt W. llrsr.nd St.y l wly in
November 1984 .

The BIsek working cIau ..... to ba
in....sed with political education
~t I lfacts it in .. Iac"u of ~fa .

The tilde union. IIt~h poten
t ially I progr.."". class instru
ment in the hands of the 81acl<
working class, il nevertl'l8less
~mited I nd actual ly pot"ntially
reactioos,y. That il why Harold
Pakendoff could write so en
thusia. tically lbout the recent
minaworkerl ' I trike :

" Far from looking with distsste on
NUM, we need to compliment it .
Thers may be doubts as to Its
bs rgain,ng m"thods ... but it is
s till work ing wllhin the s yste m.

" Whatevar eree mav be said, the
mlna It, ike is not ~rt of the
revolut ionl'y on.laught. It i. part
of the orderly. normal p"OCf!SS of
change......

The trade union ......."ly dealS with



the re l.t ions betw . e n Blac k
w orke' l in • g iven t r.d. 01' in
dUl try and their employ.rs . Wh.t
is achieved . t t hoe end is t Nl t thoe
w orkerl acqui'e t,.,;le union eon
aciou_SI whK:h mighl me.n
blmer IMng end w ort<ing condi
t ions lwithoin the s ysteml but
which hardly develope the eon
aciou_ss ,equired to abolish t hoe
enlire e xploit . tive lOCial SYSlem .

The BI. ck w o,king cl.1I h. s to
tr . ns ee n d trad e u nion e o n
aciousnell in order to acqui re
revolution.ry conseiOUl neli. Aa
Comrade J uli. lI.d.n put it :

" Unioniam is . c. pit .li" t rep. Can
t he liberflion movernef'lt ule t he
t ,. p 10 I'.p t hoe lfepper 1" · '

In 1ho<1, the Black working class
mu" be armed w it h Be .0 .s to
incorpor.te an hoIiat ic w ork! vie w
w hich ' eve.ll the poIitc.1content
of the lOCiel ,ele t ionl of produc·
lion .

The Netur. 01 t he
Sout h Alric.n SI.t.

As long a. sociely is d ivided into
cl.nes. the' e will be a ".ta .p.
pa,. t us . M. rx remerked in lhe
Communist M. nifel to lhal " The
• • KUti~ 01 the mode,n I t.le is
but • eommittee lor managing lhe
common I fh ,i.. of the w tMlle
bourgeoisie" .

The Sl.te .PPl'retus il e llentill'"
e ....chir>e lor kM ping dow n the
opp,elaed . nd uploited . The
easenli.1 perts 01 t his m.chine ry
are not legislalures .nd olher
simi ler vehicle s 01 public discus
sion .nd nominel decisi on·m. king
(thes• • ' . dispenSltble l but .,e the
e xe c u t lv. p ow er . n d Ih e
bu,el<lC' acy, the courts .nd, in
p. rti cul. ' . the . ' ......d fo,clII .
T~ forces .re the concent,.·
t ion of the power of ooe class
0Yef anol'-; they ,_ eHf1t •
monopoly of force by .... rul ing
c l... . nd lheir purpose il to
force l~ly g..-.nt"'" ils inl..elts.

All t nel e things - Ihe . ,med
fo ' ce s , t h" courts and laws, the
e.ecut ive. the bureauc, ecy, the
legisl. tu ,e, the pol itical inst it u·
tions in gene,e l - bfllong 10 the
aup. ..t rueture w hic h in any
s.oc;e t y ,..Is upon .nd ,einfo rcea
the cepite lil t base.

The ".te il not .nd c.nnot be
Mutral : il is an inatrumenl of class

rule and enfo,cea Ihe dic t atorshi p
of the ruling c l.n ove, Ihe op
pre laed cl.sses . It il . n objeclive
" 'uClu, e 01 locie ty w ho s e
chat' lCler is delermined nol by lhe
clan orilJin of it l leading person·
nel but by the specifIC lOCial divi
lion of labour of w nich il is.n e. 
lens ion Ind lhe produclion re la·
tionl w hich it muat ultim.tely
serve end ,eproduce .

In ' e alily s nd essence bou ' geois
democr. cy means de moc,ecy in
the r. nkl of t he ruling cia.. and
dict.tOrlh ip Over t he ccpreesec.

The,e il • " ,uctu..1 problem lor
lhe I t.te and itl . ppa,.tuses in
occupied Azani. .nd it is
pre<:isely lhoe colonial ooe of lhe
close inleg'alion of , acie ' (M

tionIIl domination and e .pIoiIa
t ion _ the intertocking of 'acill
and el. .. places in lhe 1OCi.1 divi
lion ot labour - . nd ils e ffects on
orde' and security .

Nolul l hu ng u . ' guIII Ih.1 for
Bls ck l , p.t ll bo u ,geoie 0 '
bourgeoil . the intere al they m.y
h.ve in Ihe ,,, p,oduCl lo n of
cepit ali..., does nol eesily l ync h
w ith .... in t....t in the ,ep,oduc
lion 01 lhe stat" I yltem th,ough
w hich it is defended end maintain·
ed. The irlc:oogruence of poIl1c.1
.nd economic division w hich
makes class elhe l'>Ct! POUlbie ia
very effect ive bere in view 01 the
ineffectiveness. 10 fa ' .1 Blecl<s
.'e concerned , of lhe S1ate ' l
legitImat ing ideologiea.

The rul ing cia.. in occupied
AI. nia i, mede up 01 fo 'eign
capit al. monopoly cepit al (Engliah,
Afrik. ne ,. I t. le1. lhe w hile midd le
cl... . nd t he w hite la bou,
. rilloc,acy. The South Af,ican
S1.t e iI . dict atorahip of lhe w hile
ruling el... ..nd il' ,eactoonary
lidekic ka

The 19 8 3 Tricame' ll Con.lllutl()n
.......eIy bun,essed lhe pow.. of
Ihi. rul ing oligarchy.

A proce.. 01 milit.ril m i. cceue
ing : t he SI.te Secu,ily Council is
.t the ape . of the n. t ion al l ecu,i
ty manegement syslem wilh joinl
man. gemenl committee. fulfill ing
itl role el t he ' eg ional and local
leve l.

The,e " close S la t. ·c.pit . 1
linkage vi. the Economic Advisorv
Council . As si x monopo!ie. e lle<:'
tively cont rol 0Yef Nllf lhe priv.te
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l eCl or in So ulh Afr ic . ,· ' t he
Economic Adviso' y Council w as
,e ' sl,uctu,ed in 1985 to include
only theM monopoliea.

The South African Sl.te i. really .
de fo,med bourg.oi, 11Ite , a
cepilelilt demoefecy for w hites
and I dictalorship av.. lhe op.
presaed end e xploi ted Black peo.
ple tsee .bovel.

The h"gemony of t he w hit e ,uling
cl... e xe rc ise d Ih rou g h its
Rap' elSive S tate Appe,aluS la ,my
and ccucet and ldaological Sta le
Appar.tul IEduc. tion.1 . yatem,
law , ,eligion. etc.] c.n only be
ch. llenged end dismanlled by lhe
hegemony of lhe Black working
cl....

" Bleck Solideri'Y" ito lhe key 10 •
,evolution ~a,nSl imp""iali5rTl .
precapitall. t IOCIII ,ele t lOr'll , and
the domeatic forces th.t ,epre ·
......t and uphold ail ihil and it w ill
lead to lhe DictalOr.hip 01 lhe
BI. ck Pro letariat . It involves a
b,oad c l. ss . 11i. nce ve,y fi,mlVled
by t he Black w orking clan.

The C»cI.tor lhlp of I....
BIacll Ptolto~1

W,lh SOCialism "iclorious , the
South African stIle muSl be c0m

pletely abolished end upon ill.she. the Al ani....t. le will be

""'".
The Al ani. n at.t e WI. I.ke t hoe
form of lhe ,evolutiona,y dicl.tor
ahip of the Bl. ck Prolet.' i.t . Aa
t he Nat ional f orum pul. it :

" .. , ITlhe outcome 01 the . t,uggle
ahould not be viewed in ilolalion
from the f. c t th.t lhe Bleck w ork·
ing cl..1 is the v.ngu. 'd of t he
, evolut ion. And the,e fo,. Ihe
Bilock w orking el. .. Ihould con
I' ot lhe outcome of what they
NI~ I t ".'!Ig ted for and gua' d t he
f u t u r e d e ve lopm a nll o f
socialism: ' "

The AI. nian stale i, t he cent r. 1
sotill inltit ution in the t ,. nsit ionel
ph..e 01 locialisl ,econltrucl;on,
end ueen w ill ce.... t o be a cl. sl
st a te and w ill be pu ,elV ad ·
minist rative in a c lanle.. socie ty.
The Diclelorship of Ih. BI.ck P,o
leta,iat il above all elae Iranai·
tione l to . highe ' fo ,m olsociely,
colou,leu. learle.. and hence
I t. lele...

The Dicle lorship of t he Bleck pro-



letllrillt differs fundamentally from
other forms of the st ste in that it
is the dictlltorship of the non
e"plo iting majori ty over the e,, 
ploiting minOf it y . It exist s not to
perpetuate indefinitely the rule of
one class, but to eliminate all
c lasses, races and all sta tes: it is e
means to the end of w iping out all
opprsssive mach inery and the
stat e it self ,

Apo l og ists f or apa rth ei d
capi t slism needs must assail us
for openl y p ro c laim in g the
necessit y for the Dictat or ship o f
the Black prolet ariat, Our anawer
is simple : better us than you - far
better , inf initel y better , the die
lat orship of the Black proletariat
than the pr esent dicta torship .

The Dictatorship of t he Black Pro
letariat w ill represent the recogni·
t ion of Black w orking c lass
hegemony by all other ela ss
forces in the South African soc ial
form8t ion. Thia atage of the Black
w ork ing class as the ruling C1855 in
the state is ne.::essary for the
poli tical consol idation of soctaus t
t rensformation and for providing
the administrative bese u pon
w hich to mobili se ell sociel forces
under the hegemony of the Black
w o rk ing class lor building e
socialist societ y .

The nece ssi ty fo. a vsnguard par 
ty t o lead the revolution ;s rooted
in the material con tr sdict ions of
apa rthei d -ca pi t a l ism, wh ich
create a gap between the more
advanced minority of the Black

proletariat and the rest of the
elass . To bridge the gap requ ires a
vanguerd party.

By allowing mass-based participa 
tion at fille vefs 01pol itical activity
and decision-making the Aza nian
state under the leadership of it s
vanguard party w ill acquire the
legitimacy it needs from all sup
po.ti ve social forces.

At the heart of the Azanian state
w ill be de mocrecy among the
masses and d ictatorship over the
exploi ters : these are in die lectical
relat ionship t o one another_

At all t imes w e need t o guerd
ageinst eny form of bureaucracy
emerging w ith its ow n privi leges
and interests . Even after owner
ship of the decisive mea ns of pro
duction have, in the main, been
socialised , t here w i ll remain
craesee and class strugg le: not on
ly members o f the old e"ploit ing
clssses but ne w b ourg eois
elements (he8dQuartered w ithin
t h e v anguerd par t y itse lf)
engendered out of the besic con
tradictions of socialist societ y
itse lf.

After all , the ant i-r llcist , socialist
society w ill emerge from the
w omb of a rac ist and capitalist
societ y and w;1I t hus be in every
respect - economicelly, morally
and intellec tually - st;1I stsmped
w ith its birthmarks . And the
bourglloisie retain the upper hand
interna tionally _

We must never make the IIrror 01

regard ing the ownership sys tem
and the SOCialist economic bese
aa s whole as a machin e w ith a
button to grind out socialism ; it is
a very f luid and contradi ctory
ensemble 01social relations w hich
can be t ransformed into it s op
posite if not conslantly and con
t inually revo lutionized by the
masses.

The Black working c lass raising
itself to the posit ion 01 the ruling
class does not mean the ir teking
power over the existing state ap
paratus and util izing it in their in
terests . The stste ap paratus must
be smashed, broken up end
replaced by a new state, radicslly
different f rom all previous stat es
and serving ss Ihe t ransit ional
form t o the abolition of clesses.
races and the state it self .

The strugg le is dielecticel in e
t w ofol d sense : it involves the
dialecticel reill tionship between
dictetorship lind democracy in
socialist socie ty and it involves
the dielectice l reteucn - the unity
and opposi tion b etween
streng thening the Dictetorship 01
th", Black Proleta riat and at the
Slim", time, by the sama means,
creating step by step, but also
through II series of revolut ionery
feeps, the condit ions Whereby the
Dictatorship 01 the Bleck Pro
l e te r i at w i ll no longer b e
necessary .. , or possible,
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Position paper on the Kwa Natal Bill
of Rights and the new liberalism

fA group of revolu tionaries met at
Durblln on the ts r end 2nd
August 1987 to inves tigate the
re viw.1 of libtm.fism in South
Africa. This Position Paper wss
the result of their delibsrtJtions. A
Report including Pape,s delivered
IJt the Symposium is 8 l111i/IJble et e
cos t of R10 (R20 for overSBes
flllJders) >I l l' t he /n fe rnlll
Secretary, Frank Talk Editorial
Collective!

R••hing thet t he Kwa Natal Bill of
Rights alms:

leI to reta in 1I hllven f or
c api ta l is m and white
supremacy in the Natal area;

Ibl to d ivert the o pp re ssed
masses into demand ing
bourgeois right s whi lst reev 
ing the exploita tion of the
Blacl< work ing c lass intact;

leI to prepare the ground for a
"negotia ted solution" in the
f orm of a National Convsn
t ion;

IdJ to entrench Collaborat ionist
and tribal in terest s in the
Natal area as caretakers tor .
settler -co lonialism;

And Raal121ng Furthar that tt ,
KWH Natal Bill of Rights ;

(a) entrenches ethnicit y ;
(b) is uneforceabla because it

does not seek t o inte rfe re
w ith the powers of the Cen
tral Government ;

(c) sedu ct i v ity employs th e
language 01 " c iv il libert ies"
whi l st d isregardin g fu n .
damental human needs ie
freedom Irom want, hunger ,
oppression snd exploitat ion;

And noting the striking similarity
betw een the Kwa Natal Bill of
Ri g h ts an d th a K li pt own
" Fraedom" Charta. ;

And Not ing Furthe. with tha
D&epest Concern that:

la) There is a concerted cam
paign to portrsy the Charter
as a sacred text t o be ac 
cepted on blind laith by all
and sundry including sect ions

of the Black work ing class
rep resented by the CON
GRESS OF SOUTH AFRICAN
TRADE UNIONS ICOSA TUI;

Ib) Th is csmpaign is assumi ng
virulent dimensions w hich
make a m o ckery o f
democracy and worker con
trol;

l c) The Kliptown Charte r belongs
f irmly within the family of
liberal democrstic documents
such as the American Bill of
Rights and the FrenCh
Declarat ion of the Rights of
Man;

(d) Ideas of a Bill of Right s as a
panacea are vigorously bei ng
propound ad as pa rt and
parcel of the National Con
vent ion strategy;

Ie) Unt il now, the Kliptown
Charter was being touted as
an altem ative programme: it
has suddenly been translorm
ed into a " prog ramme of
mi nimum demands" ;

m The variant of the "tw o stage
theory" of st ruggla which
separates the struggle for na
t ional democratic ' ights from
tha struggle for socisl is," has
been revived from the limbo
t o which it w as rightly con
s i gn e d by t he A zan ia n
Pepple 's Manisfest o;

(gl Liberalism has mushroomed
in var'?us organi sat ion al
forms such as LIBERA LS FOR
DEMOCRACY and the FIVE
FREEDOMS FORUM w hile the
I NS T IT U TE FO R A
D EM OCRATI C A LTER ·
NATIV E FOR SOUTH AFRICA
IID AS A) w hich put s forwsrd a
form of liberalism known as
" social cemccrecv" has ten
tecles reaching deep into sec
t ions of the liberation move
ment;

11'1) Liberalism has the facility t o
snuggle into any movement
by adapt ing it self but it re
ma ins the handmaiden of
capit alism;

(il IDASA w as formed after the
failure 01 the Nationai Con
vention Moveme nt and its
pilgrimage t o Dakar vividly il ·
lustrates that its aim is to
broker a nego tiated settle 
ment between the Pretoria
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regima and ths AFRICAN NA 
T IO NAL CO NG RESS OF
SOUTH A FRICA (ANC) ;

Do Hareby Resolva that :

1.The exerc ise of fiddling with
Bills of Rights and mouthing
" right s talk' · can only derail our
struggle on the f lip side of
socialism;

2 .0 nly scienti fic socialism pro
vides the answer t o liberal
democracy in its various form s;

3.Conslant cri t ical enquiry w ithin
the liberat ion movemen t is
n ec ess ar y 10 pr e vent
"socialism" from becoming a
mere cat chw ord;

4 .The variant of the " t wo stage
th e o ry " whi ch c li ni ca lly
sep ar a t e s t h e n a tio n al
democratic struggle from th e
str uggle for socialism must be
debunked as it alms to create a
new ruling elite Which wi ll never
move beyond the "national
democrat ic " stag", ;,

S.The Kliptown Charter can never
even be a set of minimum
demands because it perverts
the aspirat ions of Ih e oppressed
and the exploited and distorts
the Aza nian reality ;

6 .The Azanian People' s M anil esto
must continually be subjected
to revie w to prevent it becom
ing enshrined as a dogma;

7 .The " f ree enterprise" thlUst 01
the Kwa Natal Bill of Rights and
the " socia l democ,atic" thrust
of Ihe Klipt ow n Charter have in
exorably placed the alternative
of scientifiC socialism on the
polit ical agenda: it is our duty to
maximize discuss ion on scien
tific soc iali sm;

8 .Liberalism in all it s forms has to
be crushed and organisations
like IDASA purged fr om the
body fabric 01 the liberation
movement;

9 .The " Death to the Nat ional
Convention" campaign be ac
celerated and the position
adopted by the Nat ional Forum
Summit at Edendale on 2 1-22
Ap ril 1984 be emphasi zed and
developed;

1a ,Extreme vigilan ce is necessary
to ereu-e t he ushering in of the
Dictatorship of the Black Pro·
leta rtat , ~



A state born of our
people's struggle*

~~
PARTIDO FRBlMO

MOl embics " wome", MOl em
blcen men, w o,llerl , peU8nt i end
fight • •• • Compllll io l a:

At 00 hourI todey the Pftople' ,
Republic of MonmbiQue we.
born, II State born of our people' ,
struggle for freedom and in
dependen c e , w hic h , pe nned
many cen t uriel . 8 S t8te in w hich
the po wer of t he emeeee of w ork
ing peop'- ia being ella blilhed in
our country for t he f iliI l ime .

T h e p ro f o u n d hi 'IOl ic , 1
, ignificance 01 th is momenl in
t he life of our people cannot
es«lpe . nv Mo zambican , oar lOy
citize n of l Oy o the' eouotry .
w hethe' fl ee or 8t ill oppressed.
and neit her Cl n t he in illfo . tional
d imefosion o f t"'. 1tc1 in relel ion
10 t he conwnunitY 0 1 "Itions, 0 1
which w ll ere now becoming • l ull
and intell. 11 pert .

But it ia not so much about the
present we 'f. living through.
though . .., ll ing . w hich can be
seen in our feces , houses and
11IMI• • and w h ich ex illl even
more profoundly in our eon
scious ness. il i. not so much
,bout the p. tIIeOl 01 hlppineas,
enthusium and e<J~ia tn.t w e
are going to ape.k . W e w ish,
above e ll, to receutbe pUl, so a ll
t o fo re see end plen the lutuf e bet ·
t el ...

T h e P e opl e ' ll Re p u blic o f
Mo za mib;q ue ie being bo," lIS t he
Iru it 01 the Mo za mibcan peo ple 's
urnln. k.tl!e will and i,on deter
m in.t ion t o w in bac k Iheil
freedo m and e njoy the lIu p<erne
end ina lienable rig ht o f all
peoplell-natiooel independence .

AI Ihill t ime w hen w e ale ....inning
th ill inde pende nce , w e m ust
l e l lec t o n t he fe a lity whic h
p<evailed in lhe p<e vious 1I, lua llon.
undel coIoni" domination .

Why did eolonia lillm killl Why d id
it seue. deport and mau ecle
people l Why w ll'l"e our mothers

end w ives raped, our trad itio."
hum iliated , ou r c lv lli u t ion
nega t ed and MozamitMcanll a f
ru ted for the a1ightest show of
pat riot ism l Why W illi a lcoholism
made w ide sp read I nd prostit ut io n
and the d isinteglation o f !he fami ·
Iy ~eged. end w hy Wll'l"e
w hole f, milie l . emoved lrom t heif'
home reg ionll and lo rced to eben
don t M ir aneesll el landll , the il
ca ttle , housell end le w POiseS
l iond Why dod ell thil happen in
many places in QUI count ry , a s t hoe
unmista kable ' mark 01 the Per
tuguell<! colonialist l ? Could !hill
heve been • $lldillie menilelt. 
tion o f the evil genU;1 o f . people ,
t h e r n u l t 0 1 th e b est ia l
w icked ne n 01 a man o r g roup of-,
Lel u l no t d eceive OUfl e lvel
a bou t th i. . P Ollu g u lll e c o l
onial;sm W illi t he form thet im
perialilll dominal ion ulUl'T"lll<l in
our count ry , t he u ploi1ation o f •
who le people and thei r resowcee
by Im eign capita lism, both POI
tuguell<!llOd from o lhel counlrieS .
It w a l in o rder to e.ploit our
labour powar that tho u l ands 0 1
MOlamib ie anll w ere eneteved and
t a ken t o t he COIIIIIS o f the
Americll ll, who...! thoe lew who ar 
rived w efe sold a. co mmod 't ,e • . It
was in o rder to e .plo it o u r sw eat
thaI the COlonial admin iSllato f.
seized us and senl uS into fOleed
leboul .

It was in o rdef t o epplopliate the
w llllit h o f OU' soil Ihe t entile
region. w ere ..,t lIIIic1e for C&ltain
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crop. , such l1li conon, w hich the
people w e re fo rced t o grow , d ying
of h unge r w hile t he b ig coneu ·
sionary companie ll .ccumulated
labuloull plofits .

It w as in o rde r t o p lunder o u r sub
soil th,t t he b ig m ult i·na tiona l.
w are Il'ent ltd conce.sionll and
mining l ecili1ies which t hey ulllld
t o d re in OUf c oun t ry 01 itll w ea lt h .

It w as in ordef to keep OUI people
5Ubjected to its domiNItion t/'l.lI;t
colonialis m t ried • In some case. ,
pa rticularly in ufba n a l lin , w ith
some IlUceeas • t o dest roy OUf
plIlSooe l;ty , sow d iv ision a nd
Clea te • aJ..ve m&nllllity t o w lll"dll
t he fo re ig nef. Au imilatio n w es
not mere ly the In eist cep<ice 01 •
senile d icta tor , but w n in fact
men..l en.l.vem ent t o t he
fOleigner III in itll pufeat lorm, •
deliber.te procen 01 negat ing a ll
the cultu la . histOlY and tl lldition.
o f QUI people. A man l h u ll
sp;mually des1rgyed beceme a uv
ing corpse, • doeile feceptacle l o r
the co lo n iserll' w ay 01 th ink ing ,
acting end .ving.

Re lig io n , and especially the
Catholic enurch , w a•• powerful
lactOl in the cultural IlOd hu.......
al ienat ion 0 1 t he Mo zambican , t o
make h im . doc ile inst rumen t and
o biact of uplo itatio n , and smuh
any d;~y of lesistllf'lCll in the
nwoe of Chlist;," .esignll1ion.

Th is i. the heritage w a are reeping
today. A helitalle 01 POllerty and
-.ociel eod economic beckward
ness which t he superficia l besuty
o f t he s ky.e raper. a nd g ra ssy hills
can never hide . One need only
t ra lle! the length IlOd bI....:lth 01
our couontfy, one need only know
t hel the e.preuio n ' from the
ROlluma t o the Ma puto ' is not a
mere slogan 101 us, but • l ea lity
we feel in our fie'" eod blood , t o
unde l . tend t ha t t he . g e·old
bac k wardn e. s , dise as e ,

nakedness, hunge r aod igr'lOlance
IIIe the b o u nt il u l h u it o f



the very tree thet ,prouted, gr" w
'nd thrived together w ith col
oni, liiIITI. ,nd which I. known • •
8Jlploitlllion .••

We .re not going to tree. here the
history. of lhe M tione! libeletion
procell t tvougn the evenll w hich
took piece In it. Bu1 , recepit1.ll.
lion of !hoi poIjt;eel pror;et. involv
ed. elbeil brief, is r IIMod In order
to underllend the birth lOdey of
the PeopIe'e Republic: of Moz8m
bique end !he line thai guicle, it. In
Mon ml"C", hiIIorv . the figh t lor
e revolutionerv politiceI line has
been Int rinllcllty bound up with
the fight for unity .

The .truggle 10 defend end con
solidlte unity, the driving force of
the libeletion llruggle.d~
permener>1 vigilence end 8CIion to
neutrelize .nd elimin ete Ihe
,.,.noeuvre, of the _my .nd of
na tion. 1 opportuni.t . nd reec
t ion' ry force•. Thi, ..me . t ....ggle
required , con,"nt fighl to clerily
• nd develop FRELIMO'. polit ic. 1
line , e. peci,lly II r"gerd. the
definit ion of who I. t he en.my . nd
the n. t ure, method' ,nd obj"c
tiv". of the fig ht .

Th" .ucce.live dividing line. th.t
w ere dre wn within FRELIMO end
lhe proce ll of c letn,ing our renkl
which "'III e. t . b1i. hed, revellied
in practic" thel the contrldiction.
w h ic h ero." re l l. c ted e n 
tegoni.tic inl.r.lIl , the cont rldic
t ion between the workiog ,.,.....
end • hendful 01 new 8Jlploiter.
w ho wtnted to Ilk" the piece of
the color'l~ bourgeoisie .. .. . . 
pIoiting c1e1l .

8 ". d.fining reci..... region.li""
end Iribel ism II -....ie. to be
fought egeinll . ju.t lik" eo!
onieliam . the Centr" Commitlee
meeting held in Oetober 1966
deprived the opportuni.t. 0 1 the
chilli Inllrument. of their ..Ii
peopI. lTI¥IOWY,n . The _
meetiog pol en end to the con
tr' d iCl ion betwe e n politicel
milil.nll .nd mililery militenll by
d,'lfininglhe IIr"'llgle "' polit ico
milit. ry one. thus .n.bling the
moll v.nguerd elem"nll to Iree
thems elve. from the control of
mergin. 1 re. ction. ry e'emenll .
The historiC deCision to ent rust
the People '. Force. lor the libere
t ion of MOllmbique w ilh cre eting
t h e W om en ' . Dell chme nt ,
w omen' , in'lr~nll in their
hilloric llruggle lor . ,.,.ncipetion.
brOlldened the bII.e of m... sup
port for ou, llrug"ie ' nd brought

new deci. ive force, inlo the
revolution' ry fighl .

The.. ideologicel victories pe rmit
ted the lmpeluou. edv.nce of the
libefetion . truggle, the de.truc
tion of subll.nti,1 . nemy loree• •
the 8Jlpanlion of the.rmed .trug.
gle 10 Tete Province . the t,...lor
melion of the 1efTIi-libefeted " e• •
Into ere.. fr.. from the .yllem 01
e..pIoitetion end the beginniog of
the procell of creetiog oper.
tioneI b..e• .

a.. poIftico-rT" litllry victories hey·
ing mede Por1UQ1.1t1... colonialism
..-e desper.te end incfeu.ed the
isoletion 01 the . t ret' -...eng u.
w ith u ploitetiv" designa. the
contr.d ict ion bet w e en the
m. ..e . .nd the • • ploitetive
'yll.m bee.me more merked .

In , de.peret. ,tI.mpt to . t.v. off
th.ir in.villble d.f.et . Ih. col
onl.li.t .nd re. cl ionery force.
joined forc...nd I.vnc hed en of
I. n. iv. 01 m. noeuvr•• end crimes
.g.inel t he correct politic,l line
he.ded by Co mred. Eduerdo
Mondl, "".

T h e Se cond Congre.. 0 1
FREl IMO. w hich "'III heid in the
Iibefeted ere.. of Ni..... Provine.
in J une 1968, e .poled ' nd
neutr.lised lhe reeclionery force.
end their ide••, _b1ing the brOlld
,.,.. ... to conlOlid8le their unity
behind FRELIMO'. jull .nd cle"
objective• .

Thi. tr esn ~ory "",Ie.shed •
wave 01 reeclioroery violence in
which new netionll . ..pIait",• •
now op.nly . lI ied w ith the
coIonieI·~e!ilt forc.• ••terted
• prOCQl 01 phylicelliquideton 01
re v olutlonery m ili"ntl a n d
l• • d... . • p roce.. wh ich
c ulminated in the barbarous
......inet ion of Comrade Eduer·
do Chivembo Mandlll"" on 3
Febrv• .., 1969 .

The ......ination 01 the leede r
w ho embodied the n.tion,1 and
revolutionary dimen. ion 01 our
strvggle ,nd the actu.1 implemen
tatio n 01 FRElIMO' . line lind pr,c
lice. "'I" , imed at dec epiteting
th. Moumibic an Revolvt ion .nd
en.bliog rllpre . entative. of the
ne w IIKploit iog cl...... , I.ithlul
llIrY, ntl of the bourgeoi. ies end
imperiali.m. 10 seize powe, .

" " uming the he,itege 01 Com-

"

rede Edu,rdo Mondl.ne . clo. ely
integrated w ith the mes... of the
people .nd resolutely suppon ed
by the lighter , of the People'.
Forc. . lor t he libe,etion of
Moz. mbique, the molt dedic.ted
Ion. of the peopI.. lhe revolu
tionary venguerd of FREl lMO
stood up "",inlt the loree. of cp
portuni"" end reICtion duriog the
hi.t o , ic Centrel Committee
meeting. held in " pril 1969 end
Ma y 1970, .nd e .. po.ed ,
i.ol .ted . neu t reli . e d .nd
eWnineted the ....oneou. poIitice1
line of the new e ..ploite".

Thi. ~ory. which led to the
cleenling of __ r..ks and the
de.pening o f FREllMO·.
ideology. creeled the conditions
for tfln.lorming lhe lImed strug'
gle ;nlO • peD9le'1 w ar . lor going
ovet I,om e libefat ion .truggle to
the higher ph. .. 01 • people'.
democfltic ,evolut ion.

The Ideologic,1 lren.lormetion•
which took pl. ce I.d to . new im
petuou. d.velopment 0 1 t he
liberation . tr uggle; the strategic
defe.t 01c oloni. li. m in tile period
Irom M.y to September 1970
duriog Opefl lion Gordi. n Knot ,
the .me.hiog 01 thll block'de of
the Z.mbou i by lhe up.nlion of
the lImed llruggle to south of the
Zembezi in November 1970 . end
the openiog 01 the M..ice •
Sof.l.lront in June 1972.

it "'I" from the time 01 the lei.....
of the big Gordian Knot -.ny
operation thet the irr~lible

deep·ro ot. d .nd profound ly
populI! Mt....e 01 the revolu
t ionary proce.. led by FRELI MO
"'I" .ffirmed, end it "'I" trom
thet lime thet the disintegr'tion of
squelid PonUQl.ltl.. coIonialis.m
. terted to be hulened .t , giddy,.,..
Neither the tfln.for,.,.tion of the
colonie! Wlll' into • coloniel
imperi. li. t w er Ihrough the inter·
nation. li..t ion 01 the . gg ' t1SlIion
"".in. t our people nor the inten·
.i lication 01 the plvnde, of our
resources by the monopol ie s . t he
most crimin. 1 . t fl tegic pl.ns li ke
the cebeee BliSS. one, could h.lt
progress 01 ovr . truggle ,nd its
prog,e..ive e . pen.ion 10 the
"'11'10111 country .

The ' lIempt to terrorise our pe0

ple by w idespread lerrori"", the
' Vllemsotic bombiog 01 v~l.ge.,

. c hool., ho . pitt l. , c ultiveled



fields , the u.. of chemicel egenu
end, finelly. m" NCrU like tho"
~ Winy.mu. Joeo. Che wole .nd
Inhamlnge . -n.rpened tn. l:O<l

tred ietlon8 end .".ngthened tn.
peop.... delerrnin.ttion to deltroy... """",.

At tn. International Ie....., Por
tugue.. coloni.f.lCiam . whlch
Itill h.d eom. toom t Ot
~. thtnke to the active
complicity of the ClPteli8t coun.
tti••, . nd p. rt lcul" ly .ome
member. et NATO. Itll1ed to be
denouneed with _ wed vigour
Ind w.. ~ed .btoed. e.
Ihc)wn by the e .pu'lion of Por
tug e' Iro m on. i n te rn~ione'
orgenilltion eher eno~.

The w~chwotd lHued by the
Cent,e! Committee in Oecemeber
1972. eelling fot • gener" off",..
live on .11 ftonU. h..teoed the
collap.. 01 the enemy.

't i. obvioul th.t the general of
tene.ve w• • not c onfined .imply
to . " pping up I.rge-. cale bat
t lu . a nd nflith. r cou.d it hev fI

been .uccu.lul. e ...fln militaril.,.,
had it befln rflduced to thi•. In ia
. uing the watc hwotd calling for a
genllal offen.i.... on .1' front. , the
1972 Centr.t Committ.. M lltIt ing
.Hinned fi,. t .nd loremolt. the
need fot ideologiee' unity . In other
word. , lIC1ue' pt llC1ic. hed thawn
thet unity b..1ld on the neg.etion
ot the -mv .nd on ju.t the de
mend for indepel odeI lCI W.. ncrt
e nough. It wei U Nntiel thet uni
ty be echieved on the bois of •
c...,.rodu~ definition of
the principles of whit we w . nt to
do. how w. went to do it• • nd
w het kind of aoeiety w. w.nt to
build• • nd .boY. ell, the principles
,,",,"ed must be ~ved b.,. .rod
de ve loped Ihtoug h consittent
practice .

The . t rullOIe therefote .pread.
new I,onll we re opened end the
ideologicel line geined "'~th in
the liberlled . r• ••• u t. blis hlng e
c lfla r di...iding line In rfll. tion to the
. nflm.,.-con ltoll fld zon. . Sound
fou nd.tion. werfl lald for people'.
democretlc POWflr.

It was a corrflct "nfl combined
with correct pract ice wh ich led to
the de.truction . nd defflat of Por
tugue.. coIoni.I...... end o peoed
up a new pha.. in the Moum
bican people'. independence pro
ten which . tatted with the

Luu k. Agrlltlm. nt .nd hll ju.t
ended with the procl.mlltlon of
the COmpllt e n. t lo n.1 In 
d.pendence of Mon mbique.

The t..... o f t'" Tren. itlonal
GQ..,.1Tlr'nel ot w.. u.."t;ell.,. th8t
of conlOlidllting the power 10 er
cIuoully won. elP'lCielly b.,. uten
ding PGPUt. mobililltion end
meking it rTO"e f...-r• • ching. We
c ongretul.te the Tten.'t ionel
Gov..nmeo ,t l ot the .....ee." it Nt
echieved in it. teIIo. . lor the condO
tionl it cteeted tor pe,opIe'. pow.,
to be t,,1Iy utended Ind con
lOlidllted In OUt oountry.

W. need to be conlcioul of the
greet difficuhie. w. thall have to
face •• • r. $U/t 0 1 the coloni. 1
lituation. which thso Tranlit ionlll
Gov.,nment could obviou.IV only
pertie l'v 1e<:11...

With the procl.m. t ion of the
People 's Rflpublic of Moz.mbique
we ere . t.rting. new ph'le 01OUt
histotV in which w. ere going to
put into pre<:tice evervwhere In
t he coun trv t he po lit ical.
ideo'ogic. l• • con.omic • •eerer . nd
culturel g.in. won during the
. t ruggle.

To •• .,. the Peopl. ·. Republic Is
not to voice en empty . nd
dem.gogic lormu'" To N y the
People '. Republic mnns to gi....
subltence to the . SQilltic)ns 01
millionl 01 domi"'ted Ind u
ploited Mol 8lTlbiclns for whom
iI ldepetodel lCl i•• precooodition fot
the end 01 ..pIonltic)n III'Kl the
esl8bli. hment 0 1 • p. op•• ••
regime.

To u y the People' s Republic is to
" 'I' Independenc., to N.,. the
People ' . Re pu blic il to ny
Re...olution.

The Stet . is root en etern"lnd 1m
mulebl. SI<\lCture; the Slatfl i. root
the bureeuctet ic machinery of
c ivil le rv. nts. nOt . omethlng
ebs l18ct or • mere technic.1 ,po
plra tus . The Stete I••Iw,.,.. the
o,glni..d lorm though which •
cles. tlku po we r In order to fulli'
ill intere.t• . The colonill Stlte ,
In in.t rumeflt 01 do minetiofl . nd
• • p IOil8 t io n b V • l o re ig n
bou rg e o il ie . nd Imperi.li. m
which h.. alre.d.,. been partil U.,.
destroved bV the . truggl• . must
be ,eple<:ed by • PlOP..·• Sta te ,
forged through en elli.nee 01
wotke' • • nd pe. UnIS, guided b.,.
FREUMO Ind defended by the
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People '. Fo,eel for the L1be'etion
of Moz.mbique• • St. te whic h
w ipes o u t ' lI p lo ll8t lo n .nd
re....u the c' elltive inltietive 0 1
the m..... .nd the productive
lorce• .

In the ph... Of peopl.·s
dflmOCte<:V in which we 8<, now
engeged .. • phe.. 01 the
Moz.ooicefl ,evofution8ty pro
CHI. OUt tim is to ley the miller
rill, i6eologicel. edmiflisu. t i....
Ind IOCiIOI founcletionl of out
Sme.

We need 10 be e were thlt the ep
per.tus w. .... roo w iflheriIing is.
in ils ~tur'. c:ompotition III'Kl
method., e profoundly nllfogrede
. rod rellC1ioNory . tfYCture which
he. to be complelelV revolulionis
ed in orde, to put It 8t the ..rvice
01 t'" me.....

There ere other r..lilie. _ . Iso
ntHtd to be prolou ndl.,. conscioua
01: the f.et mee we ere winning
polltic.1 power but do n.ot vet
h.ve . con.omic power , th et the
.dmln l.tr lt lve . e d ucl ti o n l l,
h • • lth , jud lci . 1 . nd o t he r
ml chlner.,. . till esc.ped ou r con
trol.

The ne w benle Is onl.,. beginning.

Ag. in.t u. '" the ..pIoiter••nd
privileged, who wia try to impede
the reYOlutioNory procell with "I
the meen. lV.ileble to them. We
mu.t not be deceived by the fllC1
thet thso -mv.' ncrt now nllSot·
ting to d irK! ection. The.,. ere only
w eek.n. d . not deed. Thelt
method. wioIl tt-. lor. become
more treec~. Right now w.
. Iteedy hi..... ptool of this ection.
of inliltllt ic)n• • ttempll to di.tort
out ~ne . nd politicel opporrunlsm.

0.. unity will be en e""nti. 1
t...get 01 enemv lIC1ivitV. UnitV.
wfl continue to rep" .t, i. not just
• fee ling or something .b.trllC1.
Vitel unitv I. su.teined by • c lel r
concept 01 our object ives Ind .
precise understa nding of the taska
fo' 88c h moment . Unl tV implies
drlwiflg .n ever firmer di... iding
line bet ween u••nd the enem.,..
regl rdle.s of the form he m• .,.
ta ke .

Thtough pract ice . nd it••ctlon.
FRELI MO h.....erted itself as
the !eliding lorce in ou, lOCiety .
For this \fefy Ie. son. the brolld
""'.... from t'" Rovume to the



Maputo, have quite spontaneous
ly fully ident if ied w ith FRElIMO' s
pr inciples and f ight...

It is pr imarily a matter of carrying
out an id eologi cal of fensive to
w ipe out the co lonial and
capit alist me ntalit y which is deep
ly rooted in the urban areas, as
well as the feudal t raditional men
tal ity which is predominant in the
rural areaS. An ideological of l en
sive will enable the working
masses t o understand their
historic role, their leading role in
the process of transformation
which is now underway . This task
must be preceded by the consis
tent heightening 01 the po litica l
and ideological level of cadres
seasoned and forged in the pro
cess of the people 's liberat ion
war, It was lor this very reason
that the last Cent ral Committee
meet ing decided to give priority t o
the setting up of 8 Party Schoo l.

The task o f mobilising and
organiSin g the masses in the
t ough class struggle which is ep
proaching can be entrusted only
to ca dres who have been put t o
tha test 01 practice. One 01 the
main bastions of th a- system 01ex ·
ploitation 01 man is the com plex
machinery we ere inheri ting as
regards admin istrat i on , Ihe
judiciary , education , health, etc.

ureececuve 01 the goodwill and
honeSty of the peo ple w ho mak e it
up, Ihis machinery was designed
solely t o Serve l oreign domi nation
and the system of exploitation of
man. It is therefo re im perative l or
uS to c reet e new menta lity and
way 01 seeing things, end to instill
new methods in the peop le w ho
are in it . This w ork can be done
only if authent ic representatives
01 the labouring classes are in a
position t o assume the ir leading
role.
These teeters explain the reasons,
some 01 the main reasons, why
FRELIMO must remain the lead ing
force in Stata structures .

In the present battle, the people
have a most valuable inst rument :
the M ozambique People's ueeee
t ion Forces, f org ed and seasoned
in the tough f ight ageinst colonial·
imperialist aggression, and also in
the fight agains t ooth old and new
exploiters. The historical err
cumstances experienced by ou r
people over the pas l decade hava
made the Mozambique People' s
Liberation Force s a great and rnex-

haus t ible store of revo lut ionary
cadres.

By con si sten tly rai Sing t he
political and class consciousness
01 the fight ers, consistently rais
ing their educat ional, cult ural and
technica l level , strengthening
discipl ine in our ranks, reinlorc ing
the l eeling of internat ionalist duty
and educating the new ge nerat ion
o f l ighters in the glo rious
revo lutionary trad it ion of th'!
M ozambique Peop le's Liberat ion
Forces, we shall always have a
decis ive force to defend our ccun
try , the Revolut ion and the in 
terests of the masses of the pee 
pie.
Now as in the past , t he Moz ambi
que People's,Liberat ion Forces are
also a combat detachment on the
lunda mental fronts of production,
study and mass mo blisation. Ac
tive partic ipat ion on these fronts
will enab le the l ighters to inter
nalise tha politi ca l dimension
which wi ll prepare them always to
perform their patriotic and revolu
t ionary duty.

The participation of w omen in the
Mozambique People 's Liberation
Forces w ithin the framew ork of
the Women's Detachment , is im
perative to the battle for w omen's
emancipation, in the fight to in
volve w omen in the revo lut ionary
process. Women's participation in
w ork trad itionally regarded as ex·
clusively for men is a proloundly
mo bilising fact or, a decis ive factor
establishing sexual equal ity in
practice.

The Organisation of MOH mbican
W omen IOM MI is called upon t o
develop its activities everywhere
in the country . dealing with tha
crying prob lem s faced by w omen ,

In o rder to fullil its t ask, OM M
must rely f irmly and surely on the
Women' s Detachment, w hich is in
pra ct i ce t h e M oz amb ic an
women 's vanguard.

The battle l or w om en's ema ncipa
tion is also an ideological batt le
against ideas which stem Irom
decadent tradit ion s and against
the multiple attempts by the
bourgeo isie to destroy the value
of the fight f or freedom . The figh t
is also an organisational one. a
l ight to establish structure among
the least organised and most op
pressed. humiliated and exploi ted
w omen .
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A greater num ber of democratic
mess organisat ions, particularly
for the youth and w orkers , need
to come int o being, after prior
w ork by FRELIMO to org enise
those sectors.

At this time when w e are pro 
cla iming Our independence, we
must carefully avoid being carried
away by emotional l eelings of
eup horia, especially in analyaing
Our economi c and soc ial sit uation ,
It in no way diminiShes the
greatness of our struggle and of
our people and country to have to
acknowledge that the economic
an d finan cial s ituati on i s
catast rophic. as a result of un 
brid led plunder, Ihe f inancia l con
ditions imposed by colonialism
and the disorganised exploit at ion
of our potent ials.

It is therefore necessary t o unde r
take a cool·headed analysis , sec
tor by sector of economic, social,
educat ional , cultural and health
condi tions in our country, so as t o
arrive at bett er method s of
f ight ing. Thi s w ill be the first task
01 our Government. Some 01 the
problams t o which prio rit y w ill be
given ere solVing the problems 01
u nem ploym en t, p o verty , il 
literacy, abondoned children, pre
st itu tion and banditry.

We must therelore draw up a na
t ional development policy , a cor
rect po licy on the USe of our
resources. The delinit ion 01 the
po licy to be pursued is essential to
establish ing Ihe priori ties to be
observed .

In establishing our development
strategy, w e must attach special
value t o w hat IS our chiel
strength, the mobil isat ion and
organisat ion of the people . Here
t oo, w e m ust seek inspiration
Irom our ow n experience, in par·
t icula r in the libe rated areas. One
need only compare the suc cesses
in the work of reconst ruction in
the liberated areas. w hich are no w
apparent to everyone , with the
mi sery in which people lived in the
enemy concent rat ion cam ps,
despit e the larg e sums spent on
them . Therefore, we shall not
seek SOIUlions t o our problems in
miraculous pa ll ia t ives coming
from abroad , but we shall rely
above all on our o wn forces, get ·
t ing down 10 w ork wi th deter
mination, w it h a clear programme
and c lear objec ti ves.



A posta. In Maputo . It '.-ds: "Apvt~ Is "'Pons/bitt lot tIM de.th of
our presJd",t. Wa wiN". ..... eIIow our net/otr to f ellinro the Jt.ndl of the
South Amc.n fe",/erl end ,ecJsrs. Let tM ItrullfPe r:ontlmJe. ..

In thil respect , w e I hould like to
emph.l iae the ro le we con tinue to
u.c ribe t o the libereted • •e ' l . to
FRE U MO'I belel.nd cen t.e . , ..
• I tore .nd IOUrce Qf ins pi..tion
for ()Uf Revolu tion. It is in t M se
.....5 thet t he populetion hes
....e edv been Innng long ve... out
eoe coIonoelllOtiety ..-w:t its vices,
defects . 11d cor,osive influnenl;e .
It if; in our centres and bases thet
• ne w end 1n.IlV tree ~etion is
growing up, one which ...e1IV
d.. se.v .. s the n llme o f c on 
tinuedor.., It M conl.........S o f the
revo lution l.
Cl.... 'v. the c.eetoon of . ne w lif.
in the l,bereted ..eas w ' s net In
acc idenl o r the eutomatic res u lt o f
br eek ing o f ccntect w it h colonil l
socie ty . F.. · re ac h ing ccuucer,
ideologiCllI lind o.g.nis. tio n . ' e l ·
forti h.d t o be m.de t o o vercome
lhe inf luenc.. o f the pest , .nd I I·
lem ptl 01 t rlld.tio n . 1 forms to
teess e r1 themselves end the new
e _pto""'s.

II il import ....1 to remember thi '
uperience in orde< to prepere lor
the new phase. AnVone who
ViSll1 ()Uf w hole COIMlt ry c.n nole
the bog problem posed bV t he ac.1·
t..ed population .nd lhe dolfic\ll ·
tV. und". t hese c lfcumst ance l. lor
the Gove. nm ent to o 'g. n lse
soc ial . ed ucetlonlll llnd healt h se,·
vice l . in s ho , t . to im pro ve the liv ·
ing condItions 01 these people .
Hence , under the leadership 0 1
FAEUMO, the sc. tteted popul. ·
t ion in the . u rlll ll,e aS w ill be etruc
lu red in revo lu tion. ty societ ies , in
the lin.1 .n.IV,is in commun.1
villagel where Ihe people will
h.v• • n org.nised tile . deve loping
production co~ecbve4y. on lhe
basis 01 t heir" "editionS, end pro
mot ing the e _c h .n g e o f
know ledge.

In eeco. dence w it h ev ....b1e
meanS end observing the prinople
o f self-re lIance . the S ta te w ill give
en POISIb!e help 10 t hese com
m une l l o cietiel , encoureg lng
them to m ultiptv .nd develop . In
th is w'v. il w ill be possible to pro·
vide t he people w it h serv ices
w hich will ..,lIy enab le them 10
enjoy greeter w ell·be ing . especi.l·
Iy bv flising their t echn ica l and
educet ion.1 level. . nd by s u pply .
ing w ete t. ele<:t . icit V. health c ar e
snd cultur. l eeuvmes.

Or~nising communal ~iel"S

must be • prioritV in QU. act rvitv .
for both lhe Party and t he Stet• .

The PlIrty must launch. big cam
p.ign t o mobilise 'nd uplein, 81
the best living and productiQoo
conditions .

The fulfllmenl o f the gl....t tll$kl
that tie ahead o f us impl..s achiev
ing 'nd eonsolideting urntv . To be
united it is not~ to s tete
th.al one is united . It if; necessary
10 w age . const. n l baUIe againsl
. 11 d ivisive si t ua tions .nd tenden
cies .

It is ne<:f!nary 10 underslend the
g,.ndeur, diversity . nd compl e _i.
IV of au' country . Knowing thi s
comp le ~ it v meanl stUdy ing the
d ivilivenen in au ' co unt ry and
the w avs 01 combat ing it .

Among the v, rious vestiges of
coloni. lism, Mozem~n aceiely
hes t o e very high C!etl... one
typical lorm 01 doscnminlllion .
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thet based on ,eei• • 'nd soci. l
gtOUps .

In MOl8mt"Que w e .... p.tf,n.1
soc>eties . taking the lorm 0 1
clubs , set up on the t>lI s' s 01 •.e.
or Of gr.-te< or lesser pigment.·
lion, which heve no eont.el with
one enolhef apert from com
pul~V .11d superfici. 1 conl eet
du.ing t heir wor king ho....' .

This kind 0 1 socilll o rll.nisat ion
.boundl wi th luperiority .nd in
fe rio rilY campi...., wit h ,u pru ·
l ionl and te ns io ns .

It is impe,,,ive thai . 11 these
specific pe.culi..ities give w . y t o
reel unity betwOl'tln Mozembic....' .
We do not know t,ibel , regions ,
,.ees or rehgious belie fs . W e
know only Mozembicllnl w ho ..e



equally e~ploited and equall y
desirous of Ireedom and revolu
ueo.,

We shou ld li ke also to devote Our
attention to the problem of the
relat ions w hich have traditionally
e~i s t ed between the church.
religion and the State and t o state
very clearly what these relations
w ill be in the People' s Repub lic 01
Mozambique.

In the societ y we want t o bu ild ,
the State w ill be based on the
principle that all change in society
is a resu lt 01 man's st ruggle on the
Ironts 01 class st ruggle . the fight
for production and scien tilic in
novetion , and also the contradic
tions in natural phenomene.

Colonialism, capit alism, the dil 
l erent systems of e ~ ploitation 01
man in Our societ y , have alweys
been associated w ith relig ious in·
st itutions. The colonia l State
t ranslormed the laith of believers
into a t ool l or neutralising the
people's legit imate rebellion .

It is the duty 01 t he State to
guarentee Ireedom of conscience
for its citizens which impli es
especially the protection 01
ch ild ren again st indoct r ination
within State inst it utions. as hap
pened in the colonial school s
w hich subjected Children of d iffer
ing religious origins to the
evangelising of the cemcnc chur
ch .

In order to respect freedom of
conscience, the State cennot be
connected w ith any religions or
eppear to have links w ith any 01
them...

The Mozambican people did not
st ruggle aicne . Throughout the
tough armed fight f or net ional
liberation FRELIMO establ iShed
relot ions 01 friandship. solidarity
and mutual help with peoples and
count ries oharing lha same &Spi ra
tions 01 Ireedom. independence
end social progress.

This assert ion does not stem only
from f ee li ng s 0 1 gratitude
olthough, on th is day of hap
piness. w e cannot f ail t o say how
much the Mozambican people ap
crecrete and esteem the fraterna l
and disint erested help they receiv
ed from peoples, counlfies,
orgonintions and individuals who
made their efforts and sacri fices
eteecuve and victorious.

In the f irst lines of this combat
front we f ind the national libera
tion movement s, lighters in the
same f ight and the same trench.
comrades in arms w ho st ruggled
alongsid e us ond w ith w hom w e
have establi shed f rat ernal and in·
destructible relations of solidarity .
To them w e w ish t o effirm. above
all , in this liberate<! Alrican land,
that the People's Republic of
M ozamb ique fully essumes the in
te rnationali st dimension 01 the
fight f or the liberation 01 Africa
and mankind and thet our com·
man struggle continues...

We w ish, in part icular, to hail our
brothers, f rom Tanzania and Zam
bia w ho, without any hesitation or
ceiccreucn of any k ind . accepted
all the risks involved in their posi ·
tion as our strategic rear , who sut
f ered loss of lil e and property
because they did not compromise
w ith Colonialism and made their
con tribution to Alrica 's liberation.

Because our st ruggle· was. cor
rect ly , a part 01 the common anti
imperielist f ight , the Mozambican
people, under the leadership 01
FRELIMO. t ook up their posts in
the great wor ld front of revolu·
t ionary forces . It is w ithin this
context 01 political and ideologicsl
soli darit y that w a See our relat ions
w ith the soc ialist count ries, a
liberated area 01 mank ind where a
new society is being built free
f rom the exlo itstion of man by
man.

The People's Republic of Mozam'
bique w ill develop and intensify its
mi lit ant , elat ions with all SOCia list
count ries, seek ing to benefit from
the ir e~perience , in so far as it is
th e com mo n patrimony o f
m ankin d in th a pol it i c al ,
i d eo log i c al , o r g anisUio na l ,
econo mic. soc ial and cultural
spheres.

In hail ing the prog ressive forces
we cannot l ail to salute the Por
tuguese people, w ho wera olways
our allies in tha fight against
colon ial·lascism and w ith whom
w e have bonds of I raternal
solidari t y f orged through our
mutual help and reciprocal con
tribution in the st ruggle for tha
liberation of Our two peoples .

Because our struggla never took
on a racial charactar and because
our people w are always able t o
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distinguish between the colonial·
tesctsr regime and the Portuguese
people. today w e can e~tend a
Iriendl y hand to the Portuguese
people, w ithout any complexes of
any k ind , so thet w e can build a
future of fr iend ship toge the,.
w ithout hat red or feelings of
revenge , On the bests of mutual
respect for the personality of each
people.. .

We are prepared to assume our
responsibilities within the African
and international communit y and ,
w ithin this context, we shall app
ly fo, membership 0 1 th e
Organ ization of African Unit y and
the United Nat ions Organisat ion,
both international organisations
w hich have served the cause of
national liberation and peace.

Mozambican w omen, M ozam
bican men.

We hav e won our independence
by dint of au' slfuggle, Our
sacrifices and our revolutionary
consciousness.

We marched. struggled and d ied
to defend the interests of the
masses of the w orking people.

In starting out on this new path, il·
luminated by the heroism of our
marty rs snd guided by FRELIMO's
polit ical line, we have one un
Shakable certain ty:

WE SHALL MAKE REVOLUTION
TRIUMPH! LONG LIVE FRELlMOf
LONG LIVE THE PEOPLE 'S
REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIOUEI
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES...
Independ ance Oay, 25 June
1971

NOW A VAfLABLEfIf

... Gold • RM with SIaclo. lettering
In AI SID. -' RS C..h on 0 ......,1

allt o LIVES



On being powerless
•
In power

M ubesh ir HBSlln

M' Prellideflt. members 01 the
Banglade5h Economic AssoeiI;·
l ion. d istinguished guest s , ladies
end gentlemen.

I a m not compete nt 10 speak on
the lechnical aspects of planning .
Tho' " rightly belong to the do 
main 01 economists . My interests
lie mo,. in the poIit ieal objectives
0 1 economic: pl_ . t heir I , nibili·
tv. thoeir auccesses end failures . In
the ei reumstancel. I ahal! try to
,.... t. some of our gov1tmment 's
U .per;encel 01 pi.... and planners
and of Ihe forees ecting upon
t hem.

The principallllsson w e learnt duro
ing th'" tenure of OUf government
e en be I t a t ed in one sente n<:fl. 11
is Iha' preparation 01 plans and
their implementation i' mof8 akin
t o w 80liling • w l r fa t he<' than
smoothly carrying out • mission
l or w hM:h • polit ical government
wins • people-orienled mandate
f,om the e lector"'. II i. lin unen
ding series 0 1 baltle s loughl
simultaneously on many front s
and at many levell . The princ ipal
c ontende•• are the fo ll owing:

1. TM people: The overw helming
major ity of lhe P&Ople 01 Pakis t an
ate iii-led. iM-dothed. ill-«lUC!lted.
poOf .O<I baekw • •d. T...... proclai....
ed o b je e t i" e 0 1 . Imost .11
economic plans is t o •• iSl'! the
l!CCJOOfT>ie , social end cultural level
of t ...... people . It is Ihe people w ho
vote, c r a re e~p&Cted 10 vote . 10
bring governments into pow er
a nd it is in their ne me that gover n
ments are lo rmed and run .
2 . The leedership: GeneraUy
speaking , t he economic . polit iC,I,
soeillil , ideoIogie,l .nd cun... 1 in
te.e sts of the leede.ship 0 1 t......
poli tie'l pa rty in power deter ·
mines the chatacte r of the goy...n
ment . In a count ry like Paki.t...- .

these intetuts , depending upon
t he period, may tilt tow.ds the in
terests 0 1 big Iand-owne<s , in
dustrial or lIed ing class es , or I......
eustodi s ns 01 the civil end the
military epp.retu$ 01 the state .

3. The m.ntJgertJ : This g roup m OlY
coosist 01 th'ee 0 ' more sub
groups .

la l At the epe" 0 1 t he ed
m ini s tr. t iv e aod intellec lUa l
organiHtioo 01 t he natioollil pla nn
ing commission a re the planners .
Highly edUCtJled , often at inst it u
t ions 01 higher leafning in I......
West , the planners .fe acedemic
in their eppro.ch and g",ne,elly
o u t of touch with t he problems 01
the people. They have little l ie ld
experience, if any. ()(:cnionally ,
members of this g.oup have eit he,
se"'ed with , 0 ' heve yearnings t o
Il!fVe w it h , in lerRllt iOf\llI or~nisa ·

tions such as I...... WotId B8n1<.
Ib l The second sub-g<oup ffi8y

b e design a ted n t h e im 
plemenlets . In thoe for~ colonies
of Britain , the implemente,s ere
gener.lly members o f the civil ' nd
the ermed te rvices . Among them
are admin iet rators , ", ng inee rs ,
e d uc a t io n is ts , d o ct o ' s a nd
specialists in agriculture and other
applied scienees .

lcl 1000ustfia i ent repfeneu, s ,
ca pil ali sts , ag ric ult u , ists , , ea l
estate deve lope' s , b ig
transporters . e tc .. eonstltute ye t
• nothe , s u b -g ,ou p whic h
o per. t ... semi-independently and
at a leve l eubs ervten t to th't 01
t he sub-g roups la l and Ibl.

4 . The developed counrries : To be
inc luded in t his g roup e'e the in·
dustrial and l ina ncia l ho uses 01
t hoe deve loped count . ies and t hoei.
governmenta l ageneies . as w ell as
t h e in te . n . t io n .1 . g anc ' e l
domin.ted by lhem, such al the
WotId Benk, the Asi...- Develop
ment a . nk , t he in t ernatio nal
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FiNonce Corpo...tion, the InterRa
t ionel Monetary Fund. ete ., . t e .
The US Agency for Intemationlll
Development and s imil. , .geneies
cre sted by the governments 01
o t he ' deve lo ped eountrie s .re .Iso
t o be inclUded In this g rou p.

The clash of economic , politieal ,
social . c:uhu'al and ideologicll l in
le ' e sll among t he 'c ont ender" is
o f. fundamenlal n.sture . Take, lor
ex.."ple, t he in teresa 01 the
developed countnes. They w ...-t
t he m.ketl of the undeveloped
eount ries lor their produce , pro
d ucts , lOw le vel techno logy ,
c. pi t. l. communic OIt ion networks,
e tC" at terms as highly profiteble
as possible . The y w ent to g reb the
Iru ill of t hoe lebour .nd wea lth 01
undeveloped countries . t as little
COlt lIS possible . On the o ther
hand , they w ..,t 10 sell w h8t they
w ish t o e~portlt lIS high. pr iee 81
pouiblf! . In 01'- w ordl , the in_
teru tl 01 t he developed c:ount, ie'
.'e best served only w hen they
e. n make lIS much profit out of
the POO' countries as possible .
They do not wi sh t het the p. imary
e~port s of the poo r countr ie s
should become de are" 'o r for
thell! c:ountries to become eble to
produce Ioc. lly lhe {IOOds t hey de ·
pend upon t hoe developed eaun
I, ie' t o supply. As lhings Itflnd t o
d.y , our poye rty , is their ric:he' .

The . pparen t inte res t 01 t he
' menegers ' . liS thes e e ~ist in Ihe
former colonies of Br;lain , lire to
enhllnce their ow n we.l th , in·
f1 ue nee and politic lIl pow er. Smce
Iheir legitim. cy liS rule... ,no
d i' PI!f'I sability et a neces sary old ·
junet t o t hoe proc:ess 01 produc'
tlon, end t heir klyalt y to thoe in
It,tutron of the n.stion s tOlte have
never been e lt8blished beyond



dispute, the menagers are prone
t o conniva and collude against the
people either with the leadership
or with developed countries or
both to serve their own group in
t erest. Simultaneously , they sre
also prone to intrigue and eonspire
both sgainst the people snd
agllinst the leadership. However,
a sma ll number of indi viduals
among them mey IItlempt t o act in
the national interest elong ge
nuine nationslist lines. But the
members 01 this small group hllve
little chance of keeping their jobs
over a long period of t ime.

The foremost inte rest 01 the
lesdership is, of course, t o remain
in power . A t times, .uch interest
proves t o be II highly corrupt ing
Isctor by itself; in other words,
the leader ship can be swayed
sway f rom its electoral commit ·
ment to the peopie snd move
etoser t o the intera." of the oth",r
ceetenee -e . A government
domineted by big landlords would
w ant to rais", the level of the
pric",s 01 agricultural produce,
would like agricultural inputato be
subaidiaad by tha at llte and w ou ld
like a gteater share of bank credit
for big landlords. Natur ll lly, this
leed",rship is opposed t o land
reforms or t llxes on agricultural in
come.

Pskistan 's briel history is rich with
the exper ience of several possibl",
combinlltions IImOng the con
tende rs . T h e lead ership
dominated by lan dlords an d
manag"'~ joined hands with the
developed countries and w e sew
w hat happened du ring s part of
the pre-plan and the l irst f ive-year
plan periods 119 53·60J. The
mllnagers joined hllnds w ith the
developed count ries snd the
history 01 the yesrs 01the second
and the third l ive-year plans
i 1960 -70 1 is IIlso belore us . It is
about a lew years in the early
1970 ' s that I w ish to talk in more
detail. Very little comes out in
public of the l ierce batt les which
unceasingl y rage behind the
scenes among the contender. 
to be more precise, among the
contenders minus the people.

We Clime into power under most
unenviable c irc umstances and ran
into major probl",ms f rom day one.
M ost of our problems erose out 01
our politica l stance, Our IIlection
' h"' t oric and IlIck 01 prop",r
polit ical organisation . We had a

programme to nationalise major
financial and ind ustrilll undertllk·
ings; w e w ere agsinst the bilateral
and mu lt inatio nal securi t y
ag reements of PakiStlJn ; w e
wanted t o improve our ties with
the Soviet Union w ithout damag·
ing our relstions w ith China; in our
election csmpaign we had been
very veee r IIgainst the United
States; we wanted to curb the
po wer of the bureaucracy; and w e
w ere known ss sociali sts. The
result was thst the developed
count ries as well as the manllgers
were totally hostile to us. We had
sl80 IIlienllted the big landlords
and big business. It wss in such
an envi ronm.mt that we entered
Islamabad .

As II result , the legitimate govern ·
ment of a sovereign nation , the
fitst ever elected on the basis of
universlll adult franchise in
Pak istan, had to act ss an 'out 
sider ' in an environment that wss
hosti le, to put it mildl y. The ne
t ionalisation of major indu strial
units had t o be ceued. in the firs t
i n s t an ce , ' ta k in g Ove r
managemsnt' and the task had t o
be accomplished in the dead 01
night along the lines of a
Clandestine operat ion. When it
came to nationalisat ion of the
banks, no file wa. ever made of
that operation. Not one person
Irom the establishment, including
the governor of th", State Bar>k of
Pakiatan, w as mad e privy t o the
implementation of the secret pro
ject . To avoid hostile internationlll
reliction against s state in such a
w eak position ss Pakistan was In
January 1972, foreign -owned
firms such 8S Attock Oil, Es80 Fer
til isers and le i undertakings hsd
t o be exempted from nat ionalisa
t ion . The compenSlltion to be paid
f o r nll tiona tisa tion o f th e
American Lif e insurance company
had t o be negotiated sacret ly in
advance of the sct of nationalisa
tlcn. In add it ion to the economic,
many more ex amples of this
nature cee be cited in polit ical,
social and administrstive fie ld., in
which the government considered
it necessary to act as if it was a
faction in opposition t o the real
cu st odians 01 power the
bureaucrllcy and its inte rnational
allies . Time snd again , w e w ere
oblig"'d to adopt extra-ordinary
courses of act ion to implement
our policies.
Soon after w e assumed office,
Robert McNemera, President ot
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t he World Bank, paid us a V'Slt .
His m ission w as tbet l1 J we ac
cept liability f or all t he debts
Pakistan has incurred to dill e, ir
respective of the geographical
IIrea for which they were meent ,
and (21 we devalue our currency.
In our discussion I put t o him that if
the Bank w as of the opinon that
w e had inherited e government Or
an adm in iU'ation , it w n
mistaken. We w ere sitting. I said
on the 'ruins and shambles' 01 a
cou ntry an d e government .
McNamera was in agreement. He
WIIS IIlso IISked t o look back on
the course of Pakistan's economic
development. For almost two
decades, Pakist sn had depend",d
upon the World Bank lind the In·
ternational Monelary Fund (IM FI
for guida nce. The advice 01 the
t wo institut ion s WIIS accepted in
totality. No Questions wele evel
rsised. Pski stan 's plans w ere
prepered and eeonomic polic ies
w ere determined by foreign ex
pert s. Pakistan even w ent to the
ext ant of preparing and implemen'
t ing individ ual plojects almost ex 
clusively t o fo reign consultsnts,
cont ractor, and suppli er. , and
their output w llS put by the bank
snd other agenc ies t o the highest
possible scrutiny - nsmely , thet
01 the bo rrow er by a lender. I told
M cNam sre. ' Y ou desc rib ed
Pak isten as s model developing
count ry.' Pskistan had sccepted
the Bank end the IMF and their
foreign experts es its physiciens
snd, as a good pstient, t ook all the
medicine they hed prescibad . And
now the patient ley dead before
them. Were they prepered to ec
cept IIny kind of responsibility for
the tragedy? McNemsre seemed
moved, but did not enSwer.

Th. R..lit y

W hen we assumed power, there
ex isted a fourth f ive-year plan to
cover the period f rom 1970 to
1975 . Thi s plan , prepared by the
previous regime, hsd been rightly
cri tiCised throughout the country ,
liS it then . xist ed. The kind 01
e.::onomic development it had aim ·
ed at would neve served t o ex 
acerbate injustices among people
and regions. It did not even lit
tempt to do anything about w hat
our party had termed the 'internal
colonial structure' of Pakistan' s
economy. It WllS sClapped sum
marily by our government.



Ide...bout . tertln" .frllan on
prep.rlng • formel !lve-v.., ple"
lOf eeotIOmic development reo
rl'Wlln.od consl en t ly In OUr minda,
but fol' • v..iety 01 political.
economic end edminiltretlvlI
tea~ _ dar" not embark-- ""'"'.
1. the eon. t itution of the country
"-d 'le i 10 be ft~. The juri8dic
lion of the~Ition .M the pro
vlnee. had yet to be delineated. ..
, 1' 0 the pow er. o f •• ielni
' e".".....
2. N, tiotwlIiMtiotl of bnic: in
do.n;trin. Hnl<e, inMKlIf'Iee , Voipp
jog ..-:l oil had to be~ out
fint. whid'l t ooll. UI ..-e than
two ye....
3 . Then we w_hit by the -.pi...
0 1 rising oil price. end the NVfill

w or ldwide . ec...ion o f the
1910.. To Mkl to our eeonomic
diffic ult i••, w e wer. hit by
droughtt .. w en •• flood• .
4 . The•• Wllfll eo m.ny 'on-going '
projec..·. nd meny more w ere to
be added by ue. like the . Illlli mill ,
the paw e. plo le e ta , he.vV
engineering end llleet rlC. 1 com
pinel -thel th." e wn he,dl.,. any
room lor m enoeUYrll lelt .

By the l ime our government IUC
eeeeee in lJ ivi~ the country •
constitution w ith the unenimoul
eppro vel of t he Con ' t itUllnt
Al aembly• ....:l by t .... time we had
implemenled t .... programme of
nIOlioNliu t ion .. enviuged in _
alection INIni ftllto, iI w al 1974 .
Thought••bo\n the nut electiona
begen 10 occupy _ mind. WId ..,
internat ional .eOnOm ie e ri.I.
begen t o t.... the ....orld in iI. grip
....ith 8lI1femely hlIrmfuI c:onH

C/lJ8l"lC:tII for u• . Furthermore, ....e
....ere diuppointed ....ith the ability
and eompeleoce of _ Planning
Commiuion. The pe.-..anne! In !he
P1..,ning Commi..ion ..... . . Imo.t
tot .lly uneocqueinted "";th the eon
dition. in I.... field . Unfon..... lely
for P.kill.." iI. eepilal tity has
beee 10 cleligned that foreign
vilitor...e benel able 10 adjust
t hemlelv.. in 1.lamsblld t han
P. ki.t.ni. . For the e itizens of
P.klsten, visiling Ihe cepitsl to
put fonh a point of vie.... is •
nightmsn,. More peinful, in prac ·
tical t srms , i. the fset t h. t t he
ne ws of the eountr y never seems
to rese h it . Ths msjorily of our
Sil h ib 8lIh~u,s of the P1.nning
Commiuion live in lhe 8lIclu.ive
papel ....or ld of the l eeret.ri. l . NOI
mu<:h eould be doone .bout them
by 1,11 when "'e formed the

government. They ....er. probably
the belt av.ilabl . In our counl ry in
thoM d. Y• . In order to acqu.int
them w ilh the prob leml of
developmen1 In the real ....orld of
P.kil ten,1 t oolo. .tr.in....1from city
to city eod they _. able to _ ,
probably tor the firll time, ho...
agricultur. , IndUlt ry, eQi'M '''''ce,
etc.. operated in the country.
They had • chence to IM81 eod
ta lk t o ....or king p e opl. ,
businnsmen,~retion of
fleet., prof~ eod others.

Our • • p er i. n c e w it h t he
developed countriu WId the inler
n at ion. 1 lend in g . g enei• •
ectuc.1" .... In yet eo ",tt.. dimen-
sian. We had 10 pledge eerIy
de v.luetlOn of l he P.ki'teni
I\lp". Only lhen ...ere ....e able to
lesume IlOImIII financiel eod com
mercl,1 lnt" cou", ... lt h t he
w el tem ...orld . Prior to that. thaI
il when we c.me Into po...er, the
fin.nd .1 houM ' of the Wn t ...ere
nOl honouring our len ell of cred it
o r chsqun. All our p. ymenll h.d
to be m.de in Cllh . In Iect, we
wers under conlt. n t Ihre. t of Ihe
seizure of our nat ion.l IIsets in
Ihe ....n leln countr in . $<.Ich .....
Ihe t rulh . In Ihe economic I phe"',
.bout the much touted 'ti lt'
t oward l Pl kill.n. Oul depleling
lIack. of ....heat . nd edible oil had
Cfoslfld lhe d. nger mark. We had
t o find money 10 porche.. food.
.nd Ihip$ to dellvel !he food to
K..echI. Even if • • had gone e x·
pedit iously , we kne w iI ....ould be
too LIte to . void gr.ve Ihortege.
at the filion cIepoll. lind, .. •
con~, urban l.n"eI! . One.
_ gave the pledge II refer to the
develuation onIyl. Ihipe on the
high M"~ ...ith grain were
diverted 10 Kar achi . We hnved •
ligh of relief.

We ....ere .110 to di..:over th.t the
deve loped eount rin ex"e ised
g",at inflUltf'lCe over lhe pl.nning
.nd implementation of develop
menl pr~lI. W. found thaI the
pracl ice of e mploying foreign con
sultanll . nd conl ractors. spon
sored by or lICceptable to t he
developed counlrin or Iheir len
ding . ge ne itll , t o e . ffY oul
fe s s.bility sludi n . prep..e pl. ns
.nd designs , supply goods .nd
services 'nd to . uperviss the ex
ecution of project l il • SIUpen
doul drain on, . nd • bl.t.nt
plunder of. t he w e. lth of Third
Wor ld coun tri.l . Qu ile un
jus lifi.bly, ....e ..e mecle to pay
Ih,ough the noH·five , ten, I...en-
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1'1' times lhe r..' priee-for good.
.upplied .nd l ervlce. rendered .
With the help of lult one officer,
.n engineer by profeRion, I .....
able to ••ve h(modred, of million.
01 001 Irom being looted . ... Ily.
But iI 1.....,1• grim fignt .
n... files beering ordeII ....hich
eelYefsely . fl eeted fora ig<! in
lerel1l t lll'ldoKl 10 become un
trao:eeble , The high echelons of
_ "minisnl1ion end the l op 111
IlCU1iYe$ of COIJ)Oft6onl with
foreign i>8rtic ipa l lon generl ily
tendoKl to aide with foo . ig" in
t eresl" Mr Bhu!to'. Minister of
Finence PIv~ "1Q and Dhelop
Il'MIIlt lOOn becems • very un
POPO ~II men Imt ll d, end for good
,...".. Permn "'" to mention •
f_ inIIenees.

In 1971 , Plkist. nI irrig. t ion
I ngineers pointed out that the
delign of the "'ge Tarbel. dam,
under ConlilUCtion It that time ,
.nd eost;ng . 600m I19 7 1 price• •
...... defective. sa It did not pro
vide sdequlte e. p. city to release
"'Sle, for i" lgs lion pUrPOM S in •
panicul.. period of t he ye... The
foreign eOnl ultl nll responsible
for the design vigo,ously rejected
lhe P.kill l ni criticll m. Right ly , ..
events wele LIt er to prove , lhe
conlUltsnll "'ere oYelTUled end
.... ordered the conltruction of . n
eddit ion.1 t\lnnel in t .... d. m.
Ho....ever, when the conlUltant
eod the cont r"::IOO , big foreign
firml both , <:....e IOknow that I in
tended to llIign !he w ort< of
cleligning eod conltruc:ting the
eddit~' t \.M'll'lel t o P.killeni
finnI • big .torm blOb out. n...
'fnIIIIgeI" and _ forces from
the elite joined hWlcIl with foreign
inlereltl to 0f)00M my prop1l.... I
berely managed to . asign !he
d lill i g n ....o l k t o P.ki.tani
engineer. . FormKI. ble problerT4
" 0Iff ...hen the lime of . ....arding
t he e on,r"::l arl ived. • • t ....
"""'ge<' cont inued 10 fevoul !he
foreign firm.

Tw o ye... I.t.r, sa I.... d. m w as
bei ng com mi..ioned , d isaster
struck. The IUnne11 de.igned . nd
buill by t he foreigne rs , slong wilh
m. ssive conc rete w o,k. , w ere
s everly dsmaged , eo.ling u. hun·
dreds of mill ions of .ddil ions l
do ll... . Bul thst w as not s ll. NOI.
word .ppe. red in the pre ll .bout
sny I.ek of diligence l ho wn by the
foreigne.. in d..ign or construc 
lion or bol h . The bure. ucracy had
r::onnivlld w it h foreign Intele SIi . I
heel lett the government by !hen.



Pekh, t. ni work.,. cOfI& truct ing Is1MrMbed, now Pakistenl's penna"." t
capital.

and lound mysall totally he lpleas
in getting the responsibility lixed
whe, e it belonged . The dam
dave loped Olhar Iroublas , and we
have ended up by spending over
' l ,300m, egeinsl the original
ealimete 01 . 600m.

The n Ihere was the projeCI to
build a new pipeline flom e ges
fie ld in Sind to Karach i over a
distance of about 200km. I ex·
pressed my p' elerence that the
pipe line s hou ld be built by
Pakas tani engineers , lor I d id not
believe it was so highly lechnical a
job thai Pekistanis Could not do u .
The ' managers' balked , saying
that no Pakis tani l i,m was capable
01doing the job . Using Ihe leve' 01
Ihe government 's ownership 01 a
part 01 the gas company, I hinted
of my plan to change the menaae
ment , the pa rt ·ow nership 01 a
multinstional l i,m notwithstan
ding . The company , alented , end
in dua course there was a raquest
lor approving fo<eign exchange
expenditu'e 01 about . 40m to
cover the cost 01 the pipe to be
imported , I was stag geft' oj. Wit hin
minutes I got the length 01 the
pipe mu ltiplied by the weight 01
steel pe' unit le ngth and the p,ice
01 s teel pe r unit we ight . The
answer was betwaan '6m and
• 7m. Adding a ce'tain percen lage
as Ihe cost 01febrica tion, wa ce o
e luded that the pipe line shool d not
cost over '9m to . 1Om, against
the , 40m being demanded of the
government. Why? In their ex 
planation, the company said that
the governmenl was in a hUHy;
the pipe W<lS nowhere available on
the shelf. hence the high quota
tion . But when would they actual
ly nead the pipe-in a week , It mon
th , s ix months? Six months was
their answer. So w hy did the y not
ask lor a quota tion lor the supply
to be made six months from now ?
They promised 10 do il lorthwilh.
They did , and the price came
do wn by between '6m end
.10m, I do nO I remember the e x
act l igUfe. But it was s t ill much
too high .

At Iha t ime the last discussion
about the cost ol lhe pipe line took
place, an America n genl leman
was si tting in my office and he
showed utter indigna tion and
ama 'ement at wha t he had heard .
He was not a business man, he
said, but he had I,iends and il only
he could talk to th em over the
tele x. he could be helpful, he

would try. He did and the price
c ame do wn to about ' 2 3m to
' 25m. But his gambit did not last
long . Unfortunately fo< him, the
telex operator was /I s ymptl thiser
01 the Pek istan Peopla ' s Party end
he supplied my resoo,ceful privale
secretary with the I' ans cript 01the
American' s conversstion with his
' '' iends ' , The transc ript revealed
Ihat within a period Ol lhree days
all the four manulaclu' ers 01 oil
and gas pipelines in ee world had
sg'eed among Ihemselves on how
10 share the e xl,a p,ofitt any one
of them would make 01,11 01 the
Pakistani deal. And they vowed
nOI 10 quote below an agreed
figure . As I pondered over the
course to be adopted, an ex ·
eculive 01 our Slate enterprise
called on me in someothe' connec
tion. Upon le arning that he was on
his way 10 Japan, I reques ted him
to say Ihe , igh t Ihings 10 the
Japanes e steel manulactu rers . He
did and tha price came do wn - to
' 19m, il I remem ber correcnv .
Ultimately, we bought the pipe lor
between ' 12m lind ' 13m 88
119ainst ' 40m. In country alter
c o u n t ry , gove rnment afte r
governmenl , the Third World is
robbed e very work ing day 01 the
year. Almost every p'oject that
c ame to the e seeottve committee
01 the Nat iona l Economic Council
for app,oval had either an un
necessary 0< an inlla tad tag 01
lors ign e xc hange e xpenditu re at 
tached to it. In every meeting we
would save sec.." 01 mill ions 01
doll ars lor the count ry.

The, e is a proviSIon in the 19 7 3

Constitution 01 Pak istan tha i the
amoun l 01 compensation paid by
the s tate in lieu of any lend ac
quired by it lor hous ing projects
could not be chelleng,ed in a court
01 law . Having being so peemltted
by the constitu lu lion , ths Punjab
government pessed a lew, in the
seme yea r. assuming powers to
acqui re land at less than Rs .5 per
square metre lor davelo ping
residentialafeSS. In the same law,
the government a lso assumed the
authority to declare a committee
or any othe, body as an 'oll icial
development agency' lor tha pur
pose 01 developing 0' ow ning a
panicular housing colony . This
was a wonde rlul law w hich had
cleared Ihe major hurdle in the
way of tackling the housing
proble m·that 01 ava ilab ility 01
land. As a result, the slum
dwellers of Lahore ware able to
organise themselves th,ough in
institution they called the People 's
Planning Project . Nearly 12 0 kar·
chi abad;s proceeded . in ecccr
dance wilh Ihe law, to rebuild or
deve lop in Lahore one slum Colony
a fte , another into p'oper habi ta ·
tions for human beings. The y
were even able to build b'and
ne w; architec turally innova tive
neighbourhoods at a price a rna·
jority of the poor people were will ·
ing and able to afford . But the
honeymoon b e tw e a n the
organisation 01 the s lum·dwelle, s
01 Lahore and the leaders hip 01
the Pakistan People ' , Pa'lV lasted
hardly a year. The le udal interests
in the party and the ul ban Ian ·
downers joined lo, ce s . The work
0 1 t u rn ing t he slums in t o
reasonably we ll developed living
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a."al w.. ~lt&dln 197 5 . Todlly,
In..e I. , bi ll befor" In. Punj.b
A....mbIy to ,epea l thiI PMtieuIIr....
Fo llo ..... ing t h . T.,b. l. dem
d i...ler in 1974 .....hich I alluded
t o e.rl;"", tn. contuhanll .nd
cont..c tor., !heir b . nke...nd in
' u.e.., . Iong w il h the Inte.na.
Ilon.1 lending ' lI" nc ie . , , II I.om
t he developctd coun"ie., got
logether with In. 1rnI"'Il"" IOd
.arne miniSI"" o f t he ~nmenl

.-.d no iny"ltigatlOn w as n.1ll 10
fi" l he reaponaibility IOf lhe
d,ult"'. During 1974 and '97S,
-.ou••n flfllCl" by nalionllitt.
mind&d Pak i. " ni eng;..-••nd
In.i. Ofg.ni..t ion, 10 poin l u",m
bigou.lv 10 w he." Ih" blam" lav
w e ." blll. n llV igno .ed. In 19 76 ,
. nv publle ditculsion 01 lhe
l&Chnical~. in t he engineering
. nd delign 01 !he contlruction 01
t he Tarbell dam w.. prohibited.
In m. case o f !he purd\ue of
pipa~"", lhe manager. dHl t heN
be.t to conniya tnd colludtt with
.uppli" .. from Ih" de v" loped
counl,i". againlt Ihe be.1 nll io n. 1
inle .etl. . In bolh Ihe.. cases,
pow".ful loreig n inte.e.l. Were
involved. In bolh C. ....I , lhev W" ' e
....Iped by !he IrnIn.&oge... In the
Tllbelt c.se, _ rninitl"" allO
colluded. How.ver, in the c.se of
• 'fort. t o provide better hauling
fac;lll_ 10 !he ....m-dweller. 01
l ahor" t M I"ade'lhip piltlld il ...lf
.g. in . t t h" in le" " s o f 1M pcto
p le . Fo.eig n inle.ett . we .. nOI .n.
volv"d. Wit h Ihe change of Ihe
chillf mini.te. , 1M ch"acle , 01
t M 1.1d. ..hip 0 ' 1M Punjab Pro
vince had changed. Ah ", .N, it
w.. lhe go.",nm'lnt o f the _
poli tical party that had Itkted the
project for,ed~ of the
slum ..... in 19 7 3 .

A fiv" V" I" pl. n 10. Ihe .conomic
d.v. lo pm.nt 01 a na tion may con.
• ilt o f hund' " d l o f p,ojectt
colting lhousandl o f million. 01
doll... . Oe v. lQl>men t requi' es
lhal the concept 0 ' every project
hal 10 be elIbooallld inlO a ..on..
ing propolilion. The project ~. to
be p1enned tnd c!Hjg1llld in de lail.
TM p' oject co.l hal to be worked
OUI and arrangements hav" 10 be
mad" fo' lund . fo, its im plellllln.
lalion . The p.oject has 10 be e" .
eculed on t M g ' ound and,lina lly.
it hal 10 benollil one Of more sec
t ion. 01 lhe population in one Of

mot. \l'!'Qg, .ph;c.l localion. Every
• t 'll"', ',om t .... ....bor.t ion ollhe
COnC" pl 10 Ihal 0 1 de, iv ing

p leme n tllion, involve I .olid
ITIIl teria l a nd ot he, gain•. Opctn 10
beg ' o" Cla im 0 ' g..b"e Job. fo'
lTIIl"'g" " , fH I fOf consult.nl .,
pa'ffTlllnts 10 contraclor. and sup
plier" roya ttia. IOf owne.. 01 pro
~ and palent. , profits for
providerl 01 Ioant and credits
good..ill and oft.n met"ri.i
benelits fOf the Ieede.lhip.

It i. o n ly nalu..1 the!. for "v.ry
p,oj'ct, e cl",h 01 inle rettl I hou ld
give , iu 10 fi..c. bailie, lor
pat .onage, lI'lOOIly and power
a mong t he con l e nders . All
aspect. 01. project can be. 1rnI1'
ler o f 6(;Ollom'C, political and , oc:•
cuionaIlv, ,t..tegie int",..t to
!he contender, .

Aparl f.om being , g. ""..to , 01
p.oj. cts , a p lan of .co no miC
d"v. lo pm" nl 01 e Third Wo. ld
counlry i. an o bj.ct 01 d" " p in
t"'" .t .mong t hl! conlf,nd." lor
it, palitical content . In w hal man
ner wi. !he t>alanca of .CO"Oil"',
toeiaI and palilical po.... _lQ
IhI! var iou, c...... and 'egoion.
cha"'ll'" in the country, .. !he plan
i. im pl" fTlIln tlld 7 In ..ha l IrnInlle '
w ill!he p lan in flu"nc" t he pall".n
01 I)nenc ia l and commercia l Int" .·
coo,.. w it h lor" ig n COUn!.;".
aft" r its implemenl a lion l In whal
'""""" wiNlhe im plllm 'm lation 01
In. p1.n af fect !he conlenlion
among the ....petpOw"'. in the
counl ry and lhe ,egoionl These
question. go 10 lhe heart o f IhI!
p , o blem. of dav" lopment III

g"ne'el , and t n." planning and im
plem.nta tio n 01 Iiv" Y8llr plan l in
pa 'licula•• The.. can tu.n OUI to
be question. o f hig h economic
and political "ak",. Thai i. why
inl",esl in p1_ of economic
dIlvelopment i, 10 eeee. nol only
w ilhin !he "'lIOn but " 'lOo'l1l its
foreign pallona.
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Allow me 10 ilknillt e my point by
dIlsc'ibing whal lhe dIl...1oped
count..... did nol kk. in t he
poIicills pu,tued by M, ZUlfika. Ali
8hullo ' , \IOve.nmenl. I q uote
f.om the Repo' l and R" co mmen.
d . tio n . madll bv A.W. Clau..n ,
Pr" lidenl 01 t hl! Work! Bank, 10
Ilia h ecul ive Direclors on 11 Ma y
1982 :

8 . " A """.... of ma;or political
di .....p tionl took plaee from 19 6 9
leading u p t o IhI! "'palltion o f
Ba ng lad" s h a t the end 01 19 71.
Th. n"w governm"nl w hich cam"
10 powe r In Paki.ts n in 1971
.eva.ted many 01 lha poI icie. o f
IhI! 19601 . Mo. 1 ",ge indu" riIl .,
domeltie banh and life w-ance
c ompanies ..",. "'tionaliMd.
wi1tl &dYe'M effect. on privata in..."men, end confldenc4r . Dif·
ficulty w.. uper;"nced in .bsorb
ing !heM "'Iionalite<! .ntllrprises
into the public eectoe. leading t o a
g"ne.a l d"c lin" in indult. ial sector
p' oduCl iv ily . At the "'me tim•
IhI! gove .nmenl emba<kad on
lTIIl'tOV", long geslation public in
YfttmenlS in indu"ry tnotably the
P...r.t'" Steel M,UI and by 19 77
publ ic leclor ,"veltment ec
counilld lor INee quart"" 01 the
10lal indu.t .... illYe"menl . ThI!
'YII" m of liv. ·y"a. p lan. w..
di .continu.d . From t he mid·
19 70 •. pu blie inv"stem"nu w" ."
.llocatlld t h .oug h annual d"v"lop
menl plan. which did nOI p.ovid"
a "amework for prog.amming the
future phating of developm. " t a ,,·
pend,tur", .

9 . In ..v",al ,,,tpIlCt• •~n-



ment polici.. in lhe ..rty part of
the 1970 '. w...~ t oward.
the il'nptCheme<11 of w.....e for .....
ban w ege ur.... ' . . Subtl.ntiel
wege incr...... 1001< pllICe .. well
.. ove,-.t.ffing of lhe newly lIC
quired public eectcr enlerprlses.
while consume, Inlere. t . were
prOlected by • coml:>H1t1ion of
pric<:t eont,ol. end subsidie• . The
egricuIturel ltC10r bore __ of
l ho1 bu.detl of theM policies.••

10 . In eddition to '" ge-te. le In·
vestments in Ihe poblic . ec to r In
du.try .nd t he . ..ociated need.
for Inf'UIIUC1Ut• • there were ceo
t inuing I..", outley. on the rnetor
Indus Be.." irrigetion project$
which hed been comn...~ In
the 1 96 0.. Howevet . the.. in
ve.tmenll were not eccomp.nied
by .deq.... te . ffort. 10 Ulili.. Ihe
Irrigalion wtl" plovidll'd by t heM
p loje c tl ..• T h . gov e,nm.nt
becMne committed 10 • policy of
inc ....in g . ...b. idi.. l ion of
egricuturel input. .. the ptiliC;p.1
me.... of promoting egricultur.1
prod",clivity.

1 1. During Ihe mid-1970 ·•. ,.
the,e w" • • t enllve reli.nee on
• Ignifieenlly incr.1Hd ..I"....
bon'owing , _gety from OPEC
1IOUIee.. .. wei ...~
ck:Jmestic bon'OMng. in 01_ 10
meinllin t he PI<» 01pobl;c Invest·
ment . The rel• • llion of fitcll
d i. c ipline led 10 , 1' up, ulge in
dome.lic inflalion and • depletion
of foreign • • Change ..........:.

The foregoing it indicative 01
wh.1 the developed countries .nd
lhei, lending ageneies did net like
in t he policie. adopled by our
~vernment . They W. nled l he
liI o vernm.nt t h.y w ere
neliJ01ie1inliJ wrth .t thel rnonwt II
10 chInliJe !hose poIicie.. What
lhey w. nted 10 be changed wII
lhe .ubstlf"lCe of the so-c.lIed
'at ruct u..1 adju.tment· . It was
quit . irrel. vant fo r t he developed
count ries .nd thei, lending loliJen
cie. th.t the poIicie. lhey w. nlll'd
to be ,evened 'ltP'eMnted lhe
mend.te given by the electorlte
10 the P. ki. tIn People'. Perty in
lhe gene..1eleclion . of 1 9 70 . nd
1 9 7 7 . The p .r li . m . nt o f
?kist. n• • I. c ted on lhe basi. of
Illult f..nchi.e . h.d . pprChed t he
me.su'e. OUt govemrn«lt hed
t.k... . lhe VOl1Y ...". me.........
which o.u..... end hie pet,on.
w. nled ..pelled by • mart. I.w
~vemmenl .

I shall not n....te the me.,u'e.
tdoPtecl by the devl'loped coun
I, ie, 10 brinliJ .bout political
chlngs. in Mist.... pertly in
orde' 10 eie.. the w. y for the
leve" al of lhe policie' of lhe
liI overnme nl of the ? ak ISl . n
PeO(lles P. , ty , Let me conIine
myself to l he 1..lm of the
eoconomy, .specitlly it, pI8fIning
IIp.CI . Our Pr im. Miniller .
Z...tfiker A~ Bhutlo. w .... ecutecl
on 4 April 1 9 79 . Two d. y. liter.
we read In t he p. pe•• lhat the
United SI.I. S had cut off . 11
economic sid 10 P. kist. n. The
World IlInk . nd the IMf did nol
119 f.. behind end ... eCOllomic
~ze w .. put on~el Zit uI
~., liJOVlf ,w ,..,I. I .... loid thet
the Peki.tenie did olfer resisl. nee
bul lheil poliliCIl po.ilion w' s
much 100 weak. One leam .ft.,
.nolher f,om W. thington vi.i led
1.lIm.bId. end by the . utumn of
19 80 the IMf end the World Benk
had btol<... ttvough the Pekill....
lesl.t_. Fmding itMII in c1ire
economic . Ulill, Pllki.t.n lliJ,eed
10 .v.~ i1se.f of .n b tended f uod
f teility of US tl .600m in lieu of
IliJreement 10 ch.ng. its economic
poIici...
In !he ,eport cited .bov. C..........
furthet di,d, .ed:

" Over lhol paSI 18·24 month• •
lhefe he. been '1' inten.ive and
f, ...itful d ialogu. bet ween GOP
iGovernment of ? kist.n l offic i. ls
. nd ElInk .. we~ .. IMF . ta ll on
l'IeCelUl'Y leform ........... 10
,,,pport tcelU to the IMf ·. b ·
tended Fund f lCilily end thot pro
posed first phsM of • progrsm of
st' ...c t .....1 . djustmenl lending.
8ank I laff pe'tic ipaled in d' i wingo
up lhe lectorial policy me..ule.
of the Ef f prog•• m; lhol SAL
'Strueturel Adjustmenl loInl pro
gllrTl itde~ 10 """,force end
build on thoH irVtillives: '

Now st ructu..1 adjustment i. a
. uphemis m for b..te chang•• of
n.tion.1 economic policy. Ch.nge
you' policy . bout ownership of
........ of procluc1ion end dill ribu-
lion. pOoes . sevW>ils . inveslmenl .
indultry. ""icuh... . -flY end
thot priotil_ of your pi... end you
h. ve carried out ·. t rucl.....1 ad
jullmenll· . Thll lliI.sem.nl to the
Extended F...nd f ecility .igned
wilh l he IMF in 19 80 end the
StnlCl.... Adju.tment Loen sign.
ad w ith the World BInI< In 1982 .
1000000tner w ith __ other loll'
lliJIeernenll. 1e.1ed the fale of the
dileclion 01 Paki. lln·. econtImy

,.

will inlo the 19 90 ' • . TheM ere
hiliJhIy inslructive document. for
.Il.dentl of N1tion11 ecorlOlTl, end
l\I1ionel economic plenninli . The
Sirucl.....t loll' AliI' eernenl bindl
lhe government of Paki. t ... in t he
fo ll owing eectcr . nd policy illues
.nd I quote from CI'USlln' l report
cited e..~er;

M. c, o -.cono,.,ir: ,.,enegeml nl
IIId,..~ rnobiJisarion

1 . Economic g.owt h
2 , Dom. l t ic resou'c. mobililltion
3. Monetary/c ' edit poIici..
4 . Ballnce of pevmentJuchlng..

lit. policiIn
6_Revieed pLenn;nliJ f,emewor1<
6 . Plen prioriti..
7 , Planning procedule.

A gricultu re Ind wl ter SIiCtOf

8 . Reorlenlil ion of publ ic . xpen-
dit...re

9 . "liIriculturei pricinliJ poIicill
10. Divet5lfication of lliJricuI1ure

E.-gy :aM;trN'

1 1 . Petro leum u plorstion
1 2 . Dev. lopmenl of domes lie o il

and liI" fi. ld••nd producer
pril;ing poIicie•

13. Oil end liJI" consumer pricing
policies

14 . Role of public sector oil end
liI" developmenl 10il end
G.. Dev. lopment Corpor.
l ion of Pakis tan I

1 6 , Long-term _ rgy planning

Induslfill poIic_s

18 . P'ublCtprival. lIOtC1or beIInce
, 7 . Public ItC10f ,lficief>cy
18. b port promotion
19 . Imporl libersliselion
20 , Rellruclurinlil of indust.isl in·

centiv..

In muo;h griller dellil thin the
1Os1, the lliJI""menl specifie, the
objectives. ~st. the ·Recent ee
l ioni and perfOlm.nce ' .nd
dellils ' f urthel llepi to be 1.kan·.

The specifical ionl of Ihe Struc·
t...1I1 Reform PrOliJ..m cover lix
peges in ..tra f ine print. Actions
..e spKifiecl in det li!. such ..:
f,"iIi", subsidy to be reduced
from 9 .2 pet cenl of t01. 1e .pen
ditu' e in t he ye.. ' 980 /81 10 2.9
per Cllnl In 1983/84. The MClor
. here of public indu llry 10 decline
from 1 5 .8 pe' cent to -4 .9 pe'
cent 01 tOlel e . penditure , b pen
diture in the IliJricuhure end wlter
lIOtC1or to be incr..1Id from 19 . 1
per cent in 198018 1 to 2 -4 .2 pet
cenl in 19 8 3 /8-4 . WSlel charges



to be increesed 10 covel en in
c reesing P""oponion of operetion
end m.,;nlena~ expenditure in
e c corde nce w ith en e " reed
schedule. Fertiliser .ub8idies 10 be
ehmin8led by mid ·198S . All
p e lt ic id e s ub s id iel 10 b e
eHmil\8led by the end 01 1983.
An egllNd P""OliIr-.me 0 1 ''''PO"
IibetebNlion to be completed by
the end o f !he P""esenl hlended
Fund FltCihty PrOlilrllm .

Mr President . the meesures oUl lin·
ed in Ihe Benk's rePOf! ere eo e x·
heu l tive thel every fecet of plenn
ing end conl rolling the economic
life of Pekilten hlll been c om
plelely covered in the egreements
I have referred to ebove. No flex
ibility is ellowed 10 ee I\8lion
Illte. The file of the people is
M~ to suit lhe inlllfelli of the
ovellotd l , nol merely in tllf.... 01
policiel , priorit ies .00 objectives
but elso in t8l"ms of the dey·lQ-(ley
operetions 01 the p1ennin" end im
p le m e n li n g o lgeniS llions .
Cleusen, in the same report , goes
on to l ay:

•• A highly reg arded a nd e xpelie nc
ed economist h.e s a'reedy been
eppointed to the previoul ly va
cant post o f Deputy Chailman of
the P1enning Commission... MOle
high-levelltaff are expected to be
eppoointed shortly end verious
100mi 0 1 teclv>icll l auill.-ote are
being aoughl . In addilion, GOP
has t.ken I tepi to " 'egulld pi¥!
ned P""io!ittel by requiring the 1tC.

tive involvement 01 the P1enning
Commission II &11 s lage s of Ihe
project selection preces s . The
proje CI l election and approval
process w a s reviewed by Ihe
Bank."

The developed counl.ie, lie keen
to place tl'lfl;l men in the key posts
o f d e velopmen t p lenning ,
moni tOling and implem e nting

machinery. Tha y w ant to bind Ihe
larget nation not only in Ihe IIlllit 
j.cke l of Ihe planl they like to dic
II le , but elso in the IUpervision
end control of, the dey-to-dey
w Olk of thftir plenning end 1m
p le m e nUtio n . The poli ticel
countlllpert of thi, conep;rllC'l
egainat small na tion, il !hel, in
Older 10 llChieve lhoei. economic
objectives. they heve 10 P""efe.
w e e k e nd hig hly c e nlle liaed
gove rnmenll . Blinded by en un·
bounded l ense of economic greed
end, in some ceses, by geo ·
poli lice ' cons ide, elion., Ihey do
not tire aboYt the consequences
o f Ihe;r policies in Ihe Illget na
tions , w hich ere o lten comprised
of more !han one naliQr\ality 01

ethnic group, .1 dill8l"ing lieges
of~,~~~ a nd
pol itic:al development . As e result .
cl.s, end.egoioneI d ie.par'11lI1 " row
unchecked , brlNd llil kinds of an
tegonis m w hich, w ith the passage
of lime, become unleeolvable. br·
inging mi$<'! ry, dellh end dillsle r
lor COUniless millions .

The dominance -dependanc e re la ·
lionship o f Third World countr ie s
w ith big powers poses llJllfemely
complex end difficult P""oblems in
the ree lm of P""eplling end im
plementing plans of ltConomic
development . No count ry having
sueh e .elllionship -can e...... be in
e po8ition 10 serve genuine na
t ionel internll. in whetever "'ley
the 18I"m nelionlll inlerest' may be
dllfined. Thus , one of lhe moSI im
porllnt plerequisiles fOl plenned
nationat economic d'lVelopmenl
lies in Ihe sphere of Ihe fore ign
pol iCy of Ihe nalion, end it is thai
tbe c c unt rv should be genuine ly
non·aligned in Ihe I lruggle bel ·
Wlllln the luperpowefl . Howe vlll ,
lhal mey nol .uffice in some
ce MI. FOI sme.1 countl;el Clln
heve big ne;ghbours w ho mey II ·
l empl 10 dominalll thttir llCOI>Omic:
lIIe . In most cases . t he possibilit y

0 1 s uch dominence c en be
counlered by dllve loping frie ndly
economic end politicel relalions
w ith oll'le. nllioni . Relat ions
8mOI '" nationl in any part of thll
worid a/e nevltf merely billlter~ .

Net~ can have f. >ends 01 group
ings which come 10 aach Ot l'ler' l
economic and politiul help in
t imel of need . UnfOll\ln.lely , all
t his is more easily . aid Ihan done.

When e IUperpowllr 01 e big
nllighbour ecquire s a position 01
dominence that is detrimenlal 10
Iha net ionel ec onomic intefests 01
a smell or poor nanon, it does so
thlough lhe help and in partner 
, hip w ilh leede " hip in t he
dominlled counlry . Thul , the
P""ltfequilite 101 genuine lind plen·
oel! I\8tionel economic: develop
"-'t is thel the developing coun
Ity mult not "-ve e Ieedetship
!hel is 10 week w ithin iU own
COUnlry lhat it requife s help from
abro.d 10 remain in power.

Assume . for a mo menl , that we
hava e developing na tion w hich is
genuinely non-a lignad end which
i. blessed w ilh a leadar.hip thaI is
not dependenl on outlide help 10
lemein in powe r. W ili lhet enSUle
nll ione' economic developmenl in
itl t lUll sensel The .n....8I" is in
the nege t ive bece u.e Ihe
economic: intere.l. of II'Ie leeder·
lhip may not be identicel with the
economic: inlele.ts o f the people .
In an itl Illlortl to prePllle end im
p leme n l p le n . o f acono m ic
dllve !opment fOl Ihe people. t he
'eedels hip is sula 10 reHrve such
e big proponion of de Vlllopmente l
el lort 10f it sell thll the devetnp
ment of Ihe people w ill re mein
quilll wanling .

The general proposilion I have
come to believe il the l only a pee
ple can, and win. develop itself .

"1
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The Rt! ormiJt-Armt:ba" RrtIOlutiotllllrn and Th
FIY'"g Qut stiQ"

(Mockm U.(in Amnican opcrttta in one scene).

CHO RUS O F REFORMIST-ARM CHAI R
REVOLUTIONARIES

(walking and ~nging).

Il:'e are /0, the miJ$~S ris'"g liP
but only ~" all the m~$ TTM up.

\'(I.. 0." for the j uture po pular army
bill aga"ut guenlla trlJ",,,,g
foqui$l;l o r " 0 foqui'\( a
m ilita rUt o r massist
rural or Il,b(l",

We are fo r Q"'fed s(ntggle
bllt agai"st sta rrinK it.

It " m .pid tI ..d tiring to go
rom ,he small to rj" big

why "or stQrt o er with ,hi bigf

REFORMIST·ARMCHAIR REVOLUTIONARY
SOLOIST (B,u ilOnc):

I pro~ to $I<l r1 thl rn>o/wtlO"
", BrlJzj/ or £1 S4IVddor
with ba"ds of If() k ss rha" u" thousa"d
arm~d ",.." .. .

CHORUS:

No n....d to be specific.
The e"",,y listtnsl
But you drt Tight:
without thousdnds dnd thousands of nun
every dream is usd t ss,

Tn th.. mt antimt ,
Itt s lall.. cart of tht principles:
a,.,..,..d srrugglt shi"..s very #Hautifully

lIf all ' program
why ~:f.pou it to the oJ'lSwughlJ
of hard mdjtyf

To hope
witho" , losing hofH.

To Wili t

[or ,hi opportunity.

(niE Q UESTION appe;ln, spinning through the air,
wrapped in bright red lutus as though reflectmg the
sun. As it turns, it §jngs. )

THE QUESTION:

And if

,h.
c
p
p
o,,

•
•
•,

Wh.Jt will )Q" hall'<" '" )'O.. r h.J"ds
wh~" IItt o-p-p-o-r-t-..· ,,·i+y to",.."

\t',1f )Q" "'" dbk 10 <"II<"1f ru:og"jJ<" jtt
Th~ "opport..",ryH
tak~s its "a",~

fro", u nin:
n is called
"revolutionary situation N.

(The chorus responds with a confused radu" t , each
one of its members singing a In ter to a different tune.I

CURTAIN
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Black Theology:
opiate or material force?

TUTU

The s truggle for Azan ia is conle . ·
ad by seltler ·co lonialism. 8S 8
form of im perialis t dominlltion
and 8ccompanied bV II capitalis t
mode of production .....hich. con
tra. '1 to what its apologists have
wanted us to be lieve, has not
been blind as to the 1;010.... 01
w h o m it e xploits . At t he
ideologicsl level the domination of
t he Black people has taken t he
fo rm o f chfi st ian isat ion and
education, among others, as
f orm s of ·civilisation'. We do not
need to retrace the history of mis
sionary enterprise in thi s coun t ry
in order to appreciat e the validit y
of ou r conviction, suffice i l to sum
up the situation in t he w ords 01Dr
Takatso M ofokeng ;

" The introduction of Christian
religion a, gun point by these
European Co/onizt!rs an d st!(f!ers
de lermined Ihe hislory of Ihe
Christilln church in Soulh Africa "
,n
This IS nol surprising nor is 11
peculiar to our Siluation . In all
situations of c lass /racial domi na
t ion religion and 01her ins ti tulions
o f -ecetaue auen' s erve t h e
ideological funClion of reproduc
ing or facilil ating lhe reprod uction
of the cunent social relat ions in
the minds of the oppressed . The
basic doc tr ines of t he church
w ould thu s serve as ' theological
safes ' thal render it morally im-

""BOTHA IS MY BROTHER
WHETHER HE LIKES IT OR NOT "

possible for Ihe underpriv ileged of
th lJl so c iety to develop an
ideo logical suspic ion to cun ent
social relations.

In occupied Annia christiani\V
has thus served lhe ideological in ·
terests of the white settler 
coloniali slS ' and their im perialist
sponsofS and il is in this con text
lhat Mar~'s ana lysis 01 relig ion as
an opiate of the people becomes
relevant.

However, the rise 01 Black Con '
sciousness - as an e~pression of
proletarian i d eo logy -epear 
headed the rise of Black Theology
- an an ideolog ical response to Ihe
cont ribut ion o f t he Christi an
churc h 10 racial domination. The
era 01 BC e xpceec the eneees o f
imperialist ideology on the mindS
01 the oppressed and carr ied oul a
calculated altack On and con
sci ous departure I rom the settler
COlonialist value -sys tem that had
served to 10Sler a docile self ·
image among the oppressed ,

For Black Theo logy this meant the
realisation of rel igious fanat icism
among the masses, result ing in an
internalisation of their condition
on the one hand , and a conce rted
effort 10 "interpret religion as a
liberat ory philosophy" on the
other. The lau er has become pel 
tinenl especiall y w il h the reensa
t,on that the st ruggle for Alania
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BOESAK

w ill reach it s efficaCious end only
w ith the establishment 01 a Black
proletarian dicta torship.

T he qu e stion lac ing Black
theolog ians in th is context w ou ld
thus be : how can the Christian
fai th, which has obviously reach
ed a large sect ion of lhe pro
letariat , be used as a positive
force conltibutory to the revolu
tionary consciousness necessary
t o guide our liberatory proiect1

T.... PosItion of Black Thaology
Dr I. M osala is one Black
theologian who has come c lose
t o answering the above qcesuon
when he raises his concern for
id eological captiv ity of Black
Theology to w hite theology as he
conc ludes:

" It cannot be contes ted Ihat
al l houg h Black Thaology had
developed end is w eil end elive, i t
has not yt!1 as a waapon of
Iheory. becom e the property of
Ihe struggling m asses. To this ex ·
len t it is a theory Ihat has not yet
become a mlueriel force because
it has not gripped the masses " (2)

In a diff erent conlext W ill iam R
Jones raises th e same concern
w ith regard s to Black Theology in
the US, He e~plore s th ree theories
of social change thal have in
f luenced Black theology. These
are :



Tbe Making of Christian Soldier!

1. The Maoi" " eye ·for· en·eye"
approach. Thil derive l fo om M, o
he Tung' , thought that " Political
pow er grOWl out of the ba lfel 01a
gun.. . lt il .only by the Ule of the
gun that the wo,k ing clalll and the
labouring ma lllel c en def eet the
a, med bourgeoil e and landlords" ,
The ruling c le lll wi ll neve r
negotia te it l pow er a Wly.

2 . The " any· rneanl ·necellla,y"
approach of Malcolm X, de,iving
f,om Malcolm' l thoug ht the t the
contut and e xtent of ,epre lllion
will determine the meanl the op.
pressed w ill use in t ,*, libe<at,on.
" Don't die alone. l et y_ dy,ng
be ' eciprocal , Thet is w hat is
maar'lt by equ"ity: ' How evl!f, the
guiding p,inciple for Meleolm t'
th4t the fin t option open to the
ma5Sf!' is the beIIot , only il thil is
not succes lful should the guo be
considered. MeIeoIm 's theory is
.-110 called " ballot or bullet" ,

3 . Ma.,in luttle< King J"I " ottle<·
cheek" app'OM:h, deriving I,om
King' s non--v;o&ent I t,ategy. King,
loIlowing Gandhi, t lNllht that to
fight the oppressor v;o&ent!y is root
helpful to e;~ .ode end the t the
sight of the undeserved suffating
01 the oppressed w i. challenge
the eeeeceoce of the oppr8S1Of1
and lead them to change their
minds.

Wilham Jones take l is_ w ,th the
King 8pp'OM:h a nd Coneluclel that
it did no more than promoting
w hite arrogance w hich led to him
being sanctilied al a ""'0 in the
US . Thus we see t tv... posit~

from which Black Theology could
derive theoretical tools : Mao's
' Bullet for a Bullet ' , Malcolm's
' B81l1ot or Bultet ' and King' , 'No
Bullet at , II ' . Jonel leev8S the
q u e ,t io n ope n fo, BI, c:k
theologia n. to c:hOOle an ap·
p,op,iate mode l. 131

In our con te xt w e wish to ..gue
that 8 1a<:k theology as it is no w ,
has not been I ble to b,aak w ith
the imper iali" Ch,ilt ian vl lue, .
II's tendern::y to ule t hoe same
models a nd prirn::i ples of articula '
tion a. white theology hilled to it
rep rod u c ing the d omi n , nt
ideological fO,ml, In thil way
Black theology hll becoma an
opiate of the mallles . Thil is
not a bl e e l pacia lly w ith tha
w ritingl and savings 01 l uch
theologia ns as Dr Alla n 8oesak,
Bishop Tutu a nd othe rs . This will
become clear as w e take the
follow ing argumanll on 8 1ack

theology ;

1 , It 10lt , Ight 01 Ita material con
taxt ;
AI is said above , the c ontex t 0 1
Black theology was a realisation
01 • need fOf l elf·affi, ma tion by
8 lack l . At the ideological leve l
th is me ant a conscioul and
delibe' ate rejec: lion of the w hole
value 'lystem 01 the ' acist ' egime
on the one hand, and a develop·
ment and inlus ion on t he mind. 01
the masses 01. ,evolut ionary con
sciousness ne<:essary IOf them to
c:..,y out thei< historical ta sk of
a st a b lishi n g • n ew o r d er
cha,acte,ised by the dictators hip
01 the Bl.ck proleta, iat .

The presupposition this has for
Black Ihe<IloQv ollibetat ion is thetn. point of de parture should root
be an abstract univet salism that
w ould end summing up both the
oppI'eUoOt and opptessed untlet

lhe s ame file . The Chtiltia n faith
e l it c ame to UI hal to be seen a5
both ,n ideological product of the
imperia lilt ' ocie tv and as •
Wtllpon 01 domination ove , the
man al. We c an therefore not
view the Chril t ie n faith as an
ideo lo gic a lly innoce nt e nt ity .
All an 8oelak, an avowed Black
Theologie n, &5y' ;

" Chris /ian flli th tfllnscends 1111
idtwlogirts lind all ". tionillistic
ideilis. It "lInscends specific
g roups and nllt ioms w ith their
specific ideMs and interests " (4 !

Whet w e heer Dr 80eaak laying
here is that Ch,ist ian faith as a
humen , eflect ion on God and
n , tu re o pa ratel .b o ve t h e
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mate rial reelity 01class/rec i, 1con
Ilicts . Dr Boes ak is thul n cri ficing
the I lrugg le of the mal les by l ub·
ject ing it to the judgement 01 an
ideological tool 0 1 domina lion
w hich he call. 'C h, iltian I, it h ' ,
There il no ne utra l faith in the
wor ld of class/racial domination
-Chril t ia n fa ith mul t eithe, be a
gun for the opp,enor or a gun lor
the opprused.

The logical ethical COnclulion
8oesak' , t endency hal had hal
been to view w ith suapicion all e t 
lem(ltl by t he oppressed to utili"
their lait h as a posit i.... lorce to
advance their ' tr uggle, as Bil hop
Zulu 's sen timent show s ;

" Som e p ropone"'s 0 ' SilIcic
tMok>fJ y gi... t'"~ssIon ,,,.,
t~y shtwId". t'" MiIt/·mMtJ
of tM 8111t;1r. ,.lfOIution and ,httt
this revolution n«:.-i!y must
be vioIMf " (5!

Once the ettwe.l aogencH for Black

The o logy 'I leI by a nothe'
theology, Black theology w ill lose
sight of it l enemy and m ighl end
up fighting against the man e l . II
Black theologi,n, h,ve seen ,
need for a 8 1ac k theology then
they mUlt begin to '" , need to
do it on 81ack terml, The re ll ily of
our l ociety is that there is no cern
mon ground lor both the cc
pre nor end the oppres l ed I nd no
amount 01 piety on the pa rI of
Black theologianl w ill help bridge
that gep at the ethico·ideologice l
leval. As long II Black theologian,
ma inlain a ' nc o- ideological' e p'
propriat ion of the Chriltian faith ,
the.,. a,e ope'ating ee , level dif ·
ferenl from whe re the manes a ' e ,



2. lnt.rc....I.m.
BV this w e mean the interpletat ion
of the christien feith in such e weV
thet both the oppressor end op
pressed ere seen equsllv as sin
ners, and the view thet the Bible is
a record of e single history -God 's
revelat ion in history .

Mosala tackle s this problem when
he questions the blind conception
of the Bib le es the " Wold of God "
in Bla ck theolog v. Black
theologiens seem to see one God
in the Bible and thei r view 01 the
Bible is that it is an unfolding
w hole. Thus the Bible as a sit e 01
ctess/rece struggles is absolutised
as en instrument of eoedtence.
Thi s is interclessis t in that the pro
blems of one class are universalis
ed end made humen problems: the
needs of one cless, alwavs those
of the ruling class, are genelSlised
es norma l human needs . This is
whet enother Bleck theolog ien
says;

" The Black man shares in the
basic humanit y of 81/ mtfn. Htf has
the same bllSic longings, hopes,
embitions as anybody else.... likff
8/1 m en the BI8Ck man is a fallen
cr"wre" (6)
Wh et material experience of the
oppressor l orms the besis for the
oppressed to see any con
vergance of longing or needs bet 
ween them?

" This line of thought " , p rOtffs ls
ROSt8gno " placed the eliploited
8nd the uploirffr, the revolu
tionary end the imperi8list, who
w8NI in need of pardon, under the
same heading" ( 7}

Again this interclassism , this abo
soluteness of scriptures over arn:l
ebove meteriel reality leads to vet
ano t her trag edy for Bleck
T heology INCl USIO NISM
Iquelititive ell ience 01 the op
pressor and oppressed as one in
t h e struggl e). A lan Bo esak
demonst retes th i s ideological
w eakness when dealing w ith the
question of libelSl w hil es :

" I speak of.. . thosa whi las who
h a ve claerly co mmitte d
thffmSfflves 10 the struggle f or
libere tion end who, through their
committment have taken Up<Jn

themselves the condition of
BI8ckness ." ln e relJl sense the y
baar thff marks of Christ . The y 8rff
pIrt of tha Black Church. " fB}

Bishop Tutu hes mainteined his
position on the conviction thet
"Bothe is my brother w hether he

likes it or not" . This sums up our
scept ic ism . Th ese people ere
known bV the wor ld not only es
O1Jr leeders but alsO 8S represen
t atives 01 Black thought both at
the theologicel end secular lev els
end this makes it important for us
t o scrutinize their points of depar
ture end conclusions over and
against ou r struggle.

We sey thet the theology they
develop is an opiate because it
aeeks allies w ith the oppressors . It
poses a morel dilemma for the
revolut ionary struggle and the
moral questions it raises do not
unfold out of the dynamics 01 the
struggle itself but from the fears
and concerns of the w hite com
munit V. In promoting an ap·
proprietion of lait h above the
limit s of our situation it is putting
the messes at the mercy 0 1 the op
pressors .

3. Ethlcel Revisionism

themselves that they can salvege
theo logv. The Isct that Western
theology hes been racist, sexist ,
capitalist , colonialist and im·
perialist has nOI been a mistake on
the part of its proponents. To
claim that w hit e Christians have
used theologV fOI their economic
interests must not make us feel
sorry for theologV . it is their
theologV. Our majOI projec t is
ho w do w e deel w ith this
theological ons laught , how do w e
theologise our own interests.

Bleck theologiens hsve thus un·
fairly eccused white theologians
for not t aking into consideration
the e>cper iences of the Black pee
pie w hen theologising (88 if w hite
theologians had eny choicel.
Black theologians seem scared to
be seen t o start something new .
As another Black theologian puts
it:
"In i ts focus on the poor and the
oppressed rhe theology of libera
tion is not a new theology: it is
simply the proclamation of the
ag e-old Gospel bur no w libe,eted
from the deedly hold of Ihe
mighty " (9)

Rather than incon·t ex tualising
theology by snatching it from
white manipu lators and making it
relevant to a di fferent situation,
should we not fi rst see it for w hat
it is - an instrument of imperiel
control _ and then reject it by do
ing a completely new theologv
·the one w hosa historica l develop-
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ment is shaped by the Az anian
prexis. It is to be unperdonablV
l evisionist l or Black theologians
to assume the ebility to seize the
ideologicel weapon of the im
perielist. and unle ash w ith the
same the revolut ionary struggle of
the oppressed .

In conclusion we w ish t o make
the following assumptions on
what w e consider t o be impo rtant
points for an egende of a Black
theology of liberation:

1 . The masses in occupied A . ania
are in the midst of a revolut ionary
upsurge against th" system. W e
recogni se that most of them are
Christ ians and thet to w ish that
away w ou ld be unhelpful to our
stru g g le . The re l ore Blac k
theology is a necessity . Ho"wever,
f or this theologV t o be a SUPPO' 
ting theory in our struggle it has t o
cont inuellV reflect on its priorit ies
end method ologV in terms 01
emerging issues in the struggle .

2. The ideolog ical assault on the
masses in this cocntrv has taken,
among othera, e theological lorm.
For Black theology t o be bl ind on
this basic fact is to wage the
st ruggle w ithi n the limit s of the
ruling ellIS S ideolo gy . Black
theology should reconsider its
position on the lollowing ;
a) approaCh to the Bible
b) ethical assumptions 01 the
Christian leith.
c l id eological undertones of
theologv

J . New model. of acripturel inter.
pretation arn:l appropriat ion of the
Ch ris t isn faith ha ve t o be
developed. In this regard we wish
to applaud the works" of such
Black theologians as Itumeleng
Jerry M osale, Teket so Mofokeng
arn:l a fe w others for apply ing
materialist sociological tools in
the study of Black theology . This
attempt, though relat ively very
new in occupied AlBnie. has laid
the basis lor a true Bleck theology
lor t he fi rs t time . Unless
developed w ith more vigour and
urgency, Black theologv w ill not
reach the stage of being. material
force for the toi ling masses of
Black people in occupied Azanis.

"1
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The church as seen by a
young layman s,... 8i' o

I am ,w," th.t lod. y I em ad
d.e..ing myself 10 • group 01 pe0

ple with w hom I diffflf in two
respect. :

Firstly. I em , ~Y"*, " tking to a
group of "I;g;01.I1 min ister• .
Secondly, 111m. young m.n l a lk·
ing to fWty elderly~.

These .re pe rh. ps the two
lIspects tI'l,t brought me Iw!ore . An
, " am pl 10 close the generation
gap ia alw.ys lund. ment. l in the
•• -ex, mm.-lion of .ny hnherto or·
thodo x aituation w hich seema to
be fest becoming obsole te in the
mind. of young people. Also im·
por1. nt. i' the need to make c om
mon the concept 01 .eligion.
. speeielty en,itti,nity, understan
ding of ...hieh i, ,.., becoming the
m on o p o ly 0 1 e e -ee uee
theologians. f or th i, ' • • Ion I a m
going t o deal w ith the topic in a
lay f••hion.

To m y m ind ' f1ligion can be defin
ed n an ellempt by man 10 ,el'te
10 • supreme being or terce t o
which he ..« ibea , IIc,e .tion. Our
particul. r model at t hi' moment is
Chrislianity. It is not Quite Clel '

just how importl nt it is for the
venous religions Ih8t u ist in this
world to be uniform. One thing is
urtlin though, thlt III rel;g;ons
have got simil.. chlflClerist ics:

I , They form men's morel cons
cienel; in ot",," w ords , em
bodied w ithin eedt ,eligion ill e
set of morel stipulllions lhet
go....n lhe spirituII w eM·being
of I parti(:ul.. people w ithin I
given conlu t .

2 . They I II I tlempt to u pllin the
o""in and deSliny of men. All
Ife I g,eed thl! men in the
humin form is I tr l n. ie nt be
ing in the wo rld; I II I gr ee
lbout min's o,igin 88 being
from some fo,ce , the prec is e
nllure 01 whic h is de fined dif·
fe rent ly , Where reli gions lend
to differ is in the enunCiat ion
01 the dell iny of men.

3. All re lig ion s Cll im 0 ' ,Imost
c1 lim s monopoly on t,uth
IbOUI Ihe nl lure o f t he
sUpt'eme being I nd l bout the
w l Y 10 identi fy w ith his
originll inlent ion ebout men.

Eedt religion ill highly ritullistic .
Through y_ I of prectice , the
religion develops I eenlin Pinero
Ind procedure thel in ls ter yeltS
beeomoiIs insePlrlbie from the
cef1trll mesuge of thet religion.

If 0l'\Il tlk.. religion .. nothing
else but what it ilI" .e. I sociII if>..
$Iitution I ttempting to e ..pllin
WNlt cl nnot be scienli ficelly
known l bout the origin I nd
destiny of men, then Irom the
beginning w e un '" the necessi ·
ty of religion. AMSOCielies I nd in·
deed I II individuI'S, Incien t 0 '
modern, young or old , ident ify
the m selves w ith I pi rt icullf
religion Ind w hen none il ex. is 
tent . they develop one. In most
ClSes relig ion is intricltl ly intert
w ined w ith the res t 01 cult ural
traits of society . In a sense this
mske s the religion pa rt and parcel
of the btlh s viou..1 pl ttern of tha i
society a nd ma ke. the people
bound by the limits of tha i religion
through • st ,ong ident ilicltion
w ith it . Where people are sub
jecled 10 I religion Ihat is removed
from thei r culturel meke-up, then
e lements of dIsgruntlement begin
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to be noted . nd sometime. open
defilnce is soon displayed. He nce
DOl CIfl mekl the cIlim that molt
religions ..e specific Ind w here
lhey I I~ to observe the re
Quirements of apecificity then
they must be sufficientty aodlP
t l b le t o con v e y re levlnt
mesllfilll 10 d Ifferent people in
different si!\lltion• . For indeed,
each religion hes I meluge for
lhe people lmongSt w hom it is
ope' . ti....

The . e I re perhaps some 01 the
things thlt never w ere uppe,most
in Ihe m inds 0 1 the people w ho
b' ought Chri. lilnity into South
AlriCI . Wherels Ch ristis nity hi d
gone through rigo,ous cutru..l
adlptation from ancient J ude a
through Rome , through London.
through B' ulSels Ind Lisbon,
s omehow whe n il Ii nded in the
Cl pe, it WII mllde to look Il irly
rigid . Chris ti.nity WII mllde the
ce nt , 11 point 01 I c ult ure w hich
blought w ith it new styles of
c lo thi ng , new CU$loms. new
forms 01 e liQuette , new medici'
I pprOlChel . and perheps new ..
mement. . The people .mongst
w hom ChriSlienity w as spreld
hid to celt I WlY lheir indigenous
c1olh ing. the ir CUltoml, their
beliefl w hich w ere 1Mdescribed
.. be;ng pagItl and blfblfic.

Uuge 01 the ape.. became I hell
me,k of " vlgf!fY, AM100 soon the
people w ere divided into two
c.mpI·the c onve rte d t. m. g
qobJIok..J and the pegl nS (IIJII
qlblJ. Thl dilferenoc. in clothing
be tween Ihlse tw o grouPI mlde
w hal olherw ise could h.ive been
mere ly • re ligioul diff ere nce I C
IUl ll y be c ome I t t imes in 
lernecine wlff"e . Str ipped of the
core 01 the ir be ing I nd est rl nged
from lIeh other beceuse 01 the ir
d illereneel the Altie s n people
beelme I pllyground for col
onil lilll . It h.. sl wey_ been the
plttern throughout hillory tnat
w holOflver brings the ne w order
knows it belt Ind il therefore the
pe,petuI I teeehe, of those to
w hom the new order il being
blought . If the w hile missionariel
we re " right" lbout their God in



the .y.. of the peopl• • then the
Altic. n~ could only eceept
what.v... thellll IleW know·.11
tutorl h..:I to uy .bout hI• . The
ecceptenee of the coIorlialist
I_med versioo of Chri$ti..,;ty
m.....el the turning paiM in the
f~lenee 01 Alricerl people .

The Church .00 itl oper.tion in
mocletn-cl• .,. South AInu "'I
therelor . t o be looked . t in ter....
01 the w.y it WII int rocluced in
thil COI.,"t ry. Ev,," et thi. '-te
lIeg' . Olle not.. the .pp.lling if
felev.nce of the Interpretet ion
giv. n to Ih. Scripture• . In . coun
try t. eming with Inju'llce .nd
'.net lcelly committed to !hi prle
t lce of oppr. Mion. intoler.nce
.00 bIIl....t CfUIfty becIuIe of
. 1ciIl bigoUy; in • counUy w hlre
III blIcl< peop!e ... meOI to 1111
the unw....ted step-child.... 01 •
God wholIll pre..., iCI they c:ennot
fell; in. country w hlr.l. tMf .oo
eon. mothll" end eleughtlf lIike
d . v. lop d .ily into n .urotiCI
through .heer in. bilitv to ,.I. t e
the P,.lInt to the luture blc.u..
01 . complellty engulling ..,n.. of
dett ilUlion. t he Chu rch furt hllr
Idd. to their in.e<:urity by it.
Inw erd-direeted delinltlon of the
concepl of sin .nd itl encourag.e
ment ot lhe " mel culpe" .ttiNde.

Siern-Iec:ed minist.....t lf'lcl on
pulpitl every Sunday to helP
loMJ. of bIIme on bIIcl< peop!e in
lown.hip. for their thieving .
h o u Ill - b r•• t in g . . lI .b b ing .
murdering . Idultery etc. No-one
ever . t tempt. 10 rll'-te .11 lhe..
vicet to poverty. unemploynwnt.
overcrowding. lack 01 .choo!ing
and migralory labour. No one
wanll to completely condone
abhorrent behaviour. bUI it fre
quenlly i. necetu ry lor u. 10
anll.,... situationl • ~ttle bit
deeper thin the ....rfec:. IUgQIIIU.

Bec.eullll the whit. miMionlry
detctibed blIck people II thievel .
1. , y • • • • -h u n g ry ere .. . nd
bIcIu.. he equaled .1 t"'l Wl$
vlluabl. with w hil_ U . our
Churchel through our mini.l....
....ll t ...... vices I hav. mention
ed a bov. not n manileetllionl of
Ihe c ruelty and InjUllic. which w e
... s ubjeClld 10 by the whill mlln
but illevitllble pfool th.t . ltef all
the white mlln wn fight w hen
he detcti bed uS 81 uV"lles . Thus
if Christianity in ill inrroduction
wII corrupted by the inclulion 01
llpeetS which meOI it IhI ideal
religion for the c%rtiution of

people . now eday. in it l in ,.,...
pnt,tion It i. t .... lde.1religion for
the rneinl""~ of !hi su~
lion of the ..me people .

It must 1110 be noted 1hI1 the
Church in South Ahic . ,.
.verywher. else has been .poilt
by bu!'uUcrecy. No more II it jul1
only en ...preslion of the sum
t011l of people'. ,e1igiou.'eeting• •
it "" become in IKt highly in
lIilu tionllilld not II one unit but
al .everlll powerful units . d iffe,
ing perhaps not 10 much on scrip·
lurll l interpreta tionl II In inllitu·
lional .Im.. It hll become in
conceiv,bIe to thiok 01 South
Afrie. with-out • Ron-! c.tholic
ctlutch or I Methodi.. Church or
.... Angl;c.n Church etc. in epite of
t h . Il cl t hat t he . ve rl g e
Methodi.t from the .111lI1 herdly
knowl how he eliff". trom en
Anglican or Congrlll,tionltist .
Thi. burllucre<:y Ind inllitu
lion.liutlon tends to make the
Church re moved from Important
pr ior ities lind 10 concent rate on
"cond..y end lerti..y funClions
like structu res lind finance etc .
And because 01 this . the Church
ha l become very iffelev.nt and in
teet an " ivory tow.... II IOfflI

people reI... 10 it .

Going hind in hind w ith the
bu, ••uClllintion Ind inlli l ...
tionIliution 01 the Church is •
lpeciel br.nd of • problem w hich
. 110 mekll the Churctl e ..tremeI.,.
irfIIevent - the concentretion of
thll burelUCfec:y . nd Inllit u·
tion.li" tion in the h.nd. of white
people . It i. a known f. cl that.
b."ing the Afrikeanl Churches .
mo.t 01 lhe Churchll' have 70 .
80 or 90 % of their membe.thlp
within the black w orld . It I. 1110 a
known flCl thet mo.t of lhe Chur·
chll "'v. 70. 80 90 " 01 c0n
trolling power in whit. hind• • It is
s til • known IlCI lhet w hit. pee
ple limPlY cIon't know bIIcl< peo
ple• • nd in most ClItt' do not I\eve
the inl....... of bIIcl< people 11
he.rt .

Theretore it can be . eleonably
concluded t h.a l either lhe blllCk
people '. Churchel are governed
by • . m a ll non· symplthetlc
lo reign minority or that too m.ny
bl. ck people a re p.tronil lng
foreign Churches . W hich of these
IWO it is. i. not QUite cleer. but let
..........- thet it is the lormer.
sinee the mIjority of the people in
thiI country ..e bIeck people .

"

In that callll therefore. black peo
ple who Ife Chri.t i.n. ere not on
ly conniving at the hitherto ;"eltt
vent nllure of C!vi.tilnl!y II epeIt
out b.,. the Churche• • but they a110
l low . non-sympethetlc " liilo , ily
which is not int",..led In meking
Ovisti..,;ty reIeY",t to people re
mein in control of the w orkings of
I he Chu rches . Thi. II In
...n tenl ble . itu.tion whiCh il
allowed to continue much longer
win deplete from the .Ifeldy thin
ning c row ds t hetgo to Church on
Sund.y.

Then too. lhe tendllncy by Chril
t i.ns to meke interprellt lon 01
religion . IP8ciali.t job. rllul.. in
ver-.l epethy in . w orld which it
lilt deplrting from idenlifoeation
with mylticism. Young people
nowldly. woukl like to feel thet
they c.n interprll o.mtllroity end
eJ<lfICl " omit~. fl>llyent
10 th&m end theW IituIItion witt'ooU1
berng lIopped by orthodo. limit.
t ion. . This is w h.,. the CatholiC
Church w ith its dOlenl o t dogfTllls
either hilS to edjull fill to a
changing world or ris k the chance
01 los ing the young con.t ituency.
In v..iou. aspects . thi••pp1ill t o
.11 Churc hes in t he Cllfillian
w orld .

Belore looking . t .ugg"ted
ehlnQel witI'oin the Church. lei me
then w het I regerd 81
my me;or critici 01 it:

1 . It ....k" C!viltilnlty too much
of • " tum the other cheek"
reHglon whilst . ddrening
Itllllit 10 a dlliitut. people.

2 . It I••t unt lld w ith burllucr8CV
end Inst lt ut ion. liu tion.

3 . It m.nil"ts in III enucturee a
tacit .cceplance 01the lySlem
I.• . " w hit e equall value" .

4 . It i. limiled by t OO much
epeeiIli18tion .

The mo-t import"'t ... to which
w . .ho... ld perh.p. direct
~...v.. is g.aining the control
t"'t i. rightfully ~s within these
Churche• . In order to do !hil . we
mull "lIr.. thel in 1ec:1 w e have I
common purpoee , • com mon
g081. a common problem. Equally
w e . hould 8grell thet through Ilv·
ing In S pfivileged lOCiely. and
through being lOCi.hled in a cor 
rupt s.,.ltem, our while Cllfillian
counterpert$ though brolhe.. in
Chf is t ne v e n ot p.oved
thImIttlYII brOlherS in South
AIrIce . W e must "ll'" 1110 thet



tecitly or oven ly , delibe rately or
unawares, white Christians w ithin
the Churchea are prevent ing the
Church from assuming its natural
character in the South African
context, and therefore preventing
it from being relevant to the black
man' s situeti on.

It has been said by men y e black
Church man, thet w hit es are in
power with in the Churches,
because the Churches are modell 
ed on Western lines which white
people know beat . In order to be
ebre therefore to change the Chur
ches, w e have fi rst to gain escen
dance over them in that white
model, then thereafter turn thet
model into one w e cherish, w e
love, w e understand, and one that
is relevant to us- I can only poin t
out here that it cannot be con
ceivable tha t all the white people
in con trolling pos itions w ithin the
Church are elected by other w hite
people. Obviously some get into
their pos itions because they
caucus vo te- w ielding blacks to
put them in those positions. It is
high time that bleck people leern
the highly tried method Of CIlUCUS

ing to put other black people in
control of Churches in w hich
bteck people heve something at
steke. Such elected black, w ill ob
viously heve to function secor-

ding to a mandate c learly outl ined
by the same bleck caucu s that put
them in power.

The second area in which we
must focus our attention is a
thorough understanding of w hat
many people have hitherto scorn
ed, namely Black Th eology. There
is a truth in the statement that
many people cen sey one thing
differently because they look at it
from different engles. Christ ianity
can never hope to remain abstract
and removed f rom the ceccie's
environmental problems . In order
t o be epplicsble to people, it must
have meaning for them in th'lir
given situat ion. If they afe an op
pressed people, it must have
something to sey ebcue their op
pression.

Black Theology I herefore is a
situational interpretet ion of Chris
tianity . It seeks to relate the
present-dey black man to God
w ith in the given context of the
black man' s su ffering and hi s at:
tempts to get out of it. It shifts the
emphasis of man 's moral obli ga
t ions from avoiding w rong ing
false authorit ies by not losing his
Reference Book, not stealing food
when hu ngry and not cheating
police when he is caught , to being
committed to eradi cat ing all ceuse

for suffaring as represanted in the
deat h of chi ldren f rom starva tion,
outbreaks of ep idamics in poor
areas, or the existence of thug
gery and vandalism in tow nships.
In other w ords it shi fts the em
phasis f rom petty sins to major
sina in a society, thereby ceasing
to teach the people to "suffer
peacefully " .
These are topics t hat black
m inisters of rel igion must beg in to
ta lk about sariously if t hey are to
save Christianit y from falling foul
w ith bleck ceccre parti cultlfly
young black people. The ti me has
come for our ow n theologians to
take up the cudgels of the figh t by
restoring a meaning and di rection
in the black man's unde<fltanding
of God _No nat ion can w in a battle
without fa ith , and if our fa ith in
our God is spoi lt by our having to
see Him through the eyes of the
same Pilople w a are fighling
agains t then there obviously
begins to be something wrong in
tha t relationship .

Finally, I would like to remind the
black minist ry, and indeed all
black people that God is not in the
habit of coming down from
heaven to so lve peopl e' s pro
blem s on earth.

Black consciousness and the
quest for a true humanity

S t.Vtl Biko

It is perhaps fitting to start by ex
amining w hy it is necessary for us
to think collect ively abo ut a pro
blem we nev er created . In doing
so, I do not w ish to concern
myself unnecessarily w ith the
w hite Pilople of South Africa , but
to get to the right answers, we
must ask the right questions; we
havtl to f ind out what went wrong
-w here and when; and w e have to
f ind out w hether our position is a
deliberate creat ion of God or an
art ificial fabr icat ion of the
truth by power-hung ry people
w ho se motive is authority, securi
ty , w ealth and comfort . In other
wo rds , the " Bl ac k Con 
sciousness " approach Would be
irrelevant in a colourless and non
exploitative egalit arian societ y . It
is relevant htlre because we
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believe that lin anomalous snoe
t ion is a deliberate creetlcn of
man .

There is no doubt that thll colour
question in South African politics
w as origina ll y int roduced for
econo mic reasons. The leeders of
the white commtlnity had to
create aome kind of barrier bet 
w een blacks and whites so that
the whites could enjoy privileges
at the expense of blacks and st ill
feel free to give a moral just if ica
tion fo r the obvious e~pl oitatio n

that pricked even the hardest of
white eeescreeeee . However ,
trad ition has it thllt w henever a
group of peop le has tested the
lovely fruits of w eelth, security
and preatige it beg ins to f ind it
more comfortable to believe in the



obvioul lie I nd to I Ccept it I I nor
mal thlt it Ilone il entitled to
privilege. In order to believe thil
l erioully, It needl to convince
itllel f of III the I rgtJmentl thet
I UPport the lie . It il not IUrpriling ,
thereforl , thet In South Afnc. ,
I h er generllionl; of e "ploitetioo.
w hite people on the w hole ....ve
come to believe in the inferiority
of the~k ,.,..n, 10 much 10 thet
w hile the reee prob~ .tetted ••
• n oN.hoot of thll eeot lOnlOc greed
exl\ibited by w hite people, it he.
rlOW become • Mriouf; problem on
it. o w n . White peopll now
de$pi lle bleck people , not becluse
they need to reinforce thllir et
t itude end 10 jul tify their ~tioo
of privi. but timply bee-.
they eetullly believe thet bleek is
inferior I nd btod. Thi. i. the bati.
upon which w hite . Ire w ork ing in
South Afric.l . Ind It i. w hIt maku
South Africen .ociety reeilt .

The r.ci.m w e meet doe. not only
ex il t on I n Indivldu. 1 bull: it is
• tee insti tut ion. Ii zed to m. ke it
look likl the Soulh Africen w.y of
life . Although of late t here h..
been II teeere attem pt to gloss
ove r the overt ftc il t element. in
the ' Yl tem, it i' ' till true t bet the
s yltem derives it l nouril hment
flom the e " iltenee of . nt i-bl.ck
.nltud.. in lOCiety . To make the
lie live e veo longer, blecki ....ve to
be denied Iny c"-nee of toeeideot 
. lly proving their equtlity w ith
w hite men. For thiS renon there is
job rl lllrvilion , l.eck of trlining in
lIlr.illed w ork, lind • t ight orbit
..ound profenionll ponibilities
for bleeh . Stupidly enough, the
I yltem lum l back to Illy !hit
~h Ife inferior beceuee the y
h , v I n o I com onilU , n o
engineer.. IIC. .. . Ithough it is
mode impossible for ~kI 10 ec
quire tbelll . kill• .

To givI .uthenticit y to their lie
and to thow the rightlOUlOfls s of
their el. im , white. ....ve lunher
w orked oul dlllliled .chernes to
" solve" thll r. ci. 1s itUllion in this
c o u n t ry . Th u . , • pseud o 
parlilmenl h.s bee n c re ated for
" Co loured l ", Ind IIveftl " Bantu
st . tes " arll in the procelS of being
set up. So inde pe ndent and for ·
tunate IFe they th. t they do not
heve to .per'ld • cent on Ihe ir
defe nc e b ec.u se the y h.ve
nothing to fllI r from white South
AlriC' w hich w ill .Iw.ys c ome to
their assis llnea in time. 0 1 need .
One doe. nol , 0 1 COUtlle. I. d to

see the .rrog.nce of w hite • • nd

t heir contempt for bleck. , llven in
t he ir w e ll -c o n. ld ere d m od e rn
.cheme. for . ubjugillon.

The oversll IUcce.. of lhe white
power IIrueture h.. been in
fT\If\IOging to bind the w hite .
toge~ In defence of the atew.
quo. By . killfuny pllying on thai
imaginary bogey - .wlTt~.,_
they .......e meMged to convince
e ....., d~d ~ber.l. thlt lhere is
something 10 fur in the ide. 01
the bllCk ....., illUming his
tightf..,l plsce It the hel m of the
South Al rican ship . Thu••fter
ye... of IiIence w e lie able to
I'IHf thll fllfTlilier ...a<. of Alen
PIton lIying. • • fll .w.y 1$ l0n
don: " hrhIp$ tpIr1ne;d i. worth
• t ry" . " At w ho.. e" perlse, Dr.
Pilon?" , alllr. l.n inlelligeot black
journ.hll . He nce w h it es in
general reinlorce e ech Olhef e...en
lhough they I !low lOme modllr.te
disegreemenll on t he dets"s of
.ubjugetion Ichemel. There i. no
doubt thl t they do not question
the .... Iid it y of w hile .,. Iues. They
see nothing enomalous in the fact
that they .lone afe IFguing .bout
Ihe fUlure of 1 7 million blecks · in a
Illnd which I. t he nllt ura l backyafd
of the black peopla. Any pre
polel. for chenge e m. n. ting from
the bllCk worlct I re ...ie wed w ith
grell indigf\lOtion. E....., the so
etlled appotition, thll Uniled Par
ty, he. w.e nerve 10 lell the CoJ
oured people th" they . re a sking
for too much. A }oumllli.1 from.
~berel new~~ke The Sunda r
r..... of~.burg describe.
• blee'" . tudent -who is only telling
the lruth-.. • mili t...t . impllt ienl
young man.

It i. nol enough for while. to be
on lhe offensive . So i-.-sed are
they in prejudice !hit they do nol
belie.... thlt bIlCk. can formulal'"
Ihe lr thoughll w ithout white
guid.nee end tru.tees hip . Thus .
e....n tho. e wl\ill' w ho see much
wrong w ith lhe . ystem make it
lheir bu. i...... to co nt rol the
..sponlle of Ihe bllCk. to the pro-
"'OCll ion. No one i••uggesting
that it I. not the bUliness 01 liberal
while. 10 OPPOlle Whllt is w rong .
How eve r, it Ipp8ar. to us . s too
much of a coincide nce tha t
libe rall ·fe w as they are ·s hould
not only be delerm ining the
modus operendi 01 those blacks
w ho oppo.e the . ystem, bul also
leading It , in . pil e of Ihe ir involve
ment in lhe I yllem . To uS il
seem. Ihll lhei. role s.pell. out the
tOla lit y of lhe w l\ile pow er Slrut ·
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twe - the fact t h. t t houg h
whit.. I re our problem, it is still
o ther w hil" w ho w anl 10 le ll us
how to deal w ith thet problem.
They do 10 by drl gging all sons of
red herring. eero•• our palh•.
They tell u. Ihll lhe titua tion i• •
ellSS llruggle rlther th.n a rlCiel
one . let them go to ....n Tonder in
the Free St.te lind Iell him this .
We be~e...e we know what !he
problem i• .•nd we w iU stic k by
our finding • .

I w . nt 10 go • ~nle deeper in this
diacunion becluse it i. time w e
killed this false political coalition
be tWlllf\ bitch .nd w hit",s . s
loog II it i. set up on • w.ong
ef\lOly. i, of our situation. I w.nt to
kin it for snotl'ler rea$Ol'l-namely
t ....1 it form. .t prellent the
gre.test . tumbling block to our
unity . It dangle . before freedom
hungry bllCk. Pfamille. of a grllli
fu ture for w hich no one in thelle
group. l eem. to be w orking pa'
t ic ul"ly hlld .
The beetc problem In South Afric•
has been en. lysed by liberal
while. IS being apartheid . They
IIrgue th.t In orde r to OppOS8 it w e
h• .,e to fOfm non-recial groups.
Belwee n thele two e " t remes,
t hey cl.im, lies Ihe land of milk
and honey for whic h w e IFe w on:.·
ing. The t~s;., the anti·thesis and
the ' rnthesis h. ...e been mentiar>
ed by some grest pl\ilosophers as
the cardiNlI poinll e,ound w hich
.ny soci.1 ' ll'o'olut ion revolllllS. For
the libetl.' , the thesis is apa' ,
theid, lhe en';"r~si. is nor>
' lCiIlism. but the ' rnthesis is very
leebly defined . They w.nl to tell
!he bIacl<. thel lhey '" int"'9'l
tion II the ideal solution. Blacl<
Conseiou......... del ines the titus
tion differently . The t~sis is in
fact • Itrong w hite recism and
therefore . the .,mthesis to this
mu. t, ipao 'KtO, be • strong
lO~dllity emongll the blacks on
whom tl\il white ' lCi. m seeks to
prey. Out of lhelle IWO .itu.tion.
w e c. n therefore hope to rlllCh
.ome kir'ld of belenee - • lrue
humanity where powe r poli lics
w ill h• .,e no pla ce . This ana lysis
spell . out the differe nce between
Ihe o ld and new . pprOllc he s. The
feilure of the Iibe..ls is in the feci
tha t Ihe i, .ntithesia is already a
wateled-down verSi on of the Iruth
w ho. e clo .e pro ~imlty to the
thes i. w ill nu llify the purponed
b.l.nce. Thi. accounll for the
failul e of lhe Sproua commis ,
sion. to m ake any real headway.
for they IFe . Iready looI<ing for . n



' 1It fl rn et ivfl' I CCflpteblfl to the
white men. Everybody in the com
minionl knOWI whit i. right but
ell ere looking for lhe molt _mIv
w l V of dod" ing thofl relponsibilitv
of "Vlng w hel il right .

It II much mofe Imponent for
b1eckl to _ IhlI difference lhen
it il for w hit... W. mult " 1m to
8CCIPt th81 no 'iJfOUCl , how_
beu.voleut, C8f1 lYer hend power
to the venqui-..ct Ofl e plete. We
Inldt eccept th.It the ~mrtl of
tyrentl .... pr• ..:ribed by the en
durence 01 thoH whom theV op
pr..... AI long II W. 'iJO to Whitey
be'iJ'iling ClIp In hend for our own
emeneipolltion, w....e~ him
Iunhoflr ..nction to continue w ith
hil rKilt end oppreNiYe '~tem.

We mul t reell.. thet our situIotion
is not e milt..... on t hofl polin of
whit.. but e doelibe,ete eet , Ind
thet no emount 01 mofellecturing
w ill pe..uede the white min to
"eonect" the li tuetlon . The
I Vltem eereee.. nothin" w ithout
de ml nd. for it formul" .,. itl ve rv
method 01 opefltion on the besis
Ihel Ihe ignorent w ill leern to
know, the child will "row into en
edult end Iherelore dflmlnds w ill
be" in to be ml de . It "eara it se ll to
resist demenda in w hl tlWflr WfJV it
sees fit . When you "luM to make
theae doemanda Ind cho<>M to
come to I round 18b1e to beg lor
vour deli_lOCI, you I r. liking
lor the contflml)t of thoae w ho
helve power over you. Thia il w hV
w e muat reject the !)egg... t l eta
mfJt ere beW>g forced on ua by
lhose who wian to Ippeeae our
cruel m..te... Thil ia where the
SASO me....... end cry " 8JM;;k
fnMI, you .,. on lfOUI o wn' "
becomel rellYenl .

The c once p l o f ln le ljl re t io n ,
w hoae Yinurea ere often e xtolled
in w hite ~berel c irclea, ia lull of
unqueationed e..u mptiona th.It
embrece white vel..a . It il I eee
cept IonlI defined bV whites Ind
neve, e umined bV bllCkl . It ia
b.lsed on the e..umplion thaI a U
il w e ll wil h the IVltem .plrt from
some deljl ree of milmen&gement
bv Irflt ionel con.ervl tiv.. fJt the
top. Eve n the people w ho ergue
for integflt ion often forljlet to vei l
it in i" . uppoaediv beeuliful
covering. TheV tell ..ch other
the t. w efl it nol fo, }ob r..erve·
t ion, there w ould be I beauti lul
merketto e-pioi t . Theyforget theV
ere tel king ebout people. TheV_
b1eckl .. eddillonel levera to
some com p liCl ltd indUUr ie l

mechin.,.. Thl. I. wh ite man 's
Inteljlretlon-en integ, et lon b.I.ed
on ellploit etive v.lu... It ia en in
teg,etion In w hich bleck w ill com
pete with bleck, ualng elCh othe,
.. rung. up I 81'9 ledde, Ieeding
them to white Vel..l . 11 i. en in
tegr81ion In w hich the blICk man
wiD "-vi to prove hlmMIf In terms
of theae v....... befOl"4l meriting
eccept.nc. end ultimate naimila
lion, end In w hich the poor will
grow poorer end the rich net- In
e country ....mere the poor h8Ye
elw.V' been bleck. W. do not
w ent to be ,..niuded thet it ia we,
the Indigenou. pI09le, who Ite
poor end exploited in the lind of
our birth. Theae ...e concepti
w hich the Bleck ConIlCiou.,.,..,
epprolCh w ishes to erediclte
from the b1eck men'. mind before
our aocietv il driv1ln 10 chIo. by
Ifffliponsible people from Cae.·
cole e nd hlmbur"er c u ll Ufl l
b.ckgroundl .

Bleck Coneciouane.. i, en 81
t itude of mind end e w. V of life,
the mol t po.it ive c ell to emen8le
from the bleck world lor. long
l ime . III ellenee I. Ihe rellli..t ion
by the blllCk men 01 Ihe need to
,,11'1' tOljl ether w ith hil brothers
e ro u nd t he c e u.. 0 1 Iheir
opprellion·the bll cknllil of their
skln-. nd to ope " te ... group to
rid them" lv.. of the I hec klea
thet bind them to pe 'pet....1 ae , 
vitude . It I. be aed on e self·
n eminfJtion which hel ultlm8lely
led them 10 believe thelt bV ......
ing to run e w. v from themaelve.
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lind e mul8le the white men, theV
Ife inaultin" the Inte lli ljle nce of
w hoeve' cre8led them bleck. The
phi lo a op h v o f Bl i Ck Con
lICiouane.. thefl fofl II11presaes
" roup pride end the dele,minfltion
of the blIck to riae .nd . n ein the
envillljlfld aelf . Freedom II the
. bility to deflf\tl _self w ith _ '.
ponibilitiel held t..ck not bV the
power of othlt pI09le over _
but only bV one' . rll8tionahip to
God end to neturel lUlToundings.
On hie own, !Mrefore , the bled<
mero wiahn to upb-e hil 1Uf·

, ou n d lng . , Ind telt h il
poaaibi~ ott- wordl to
mete hi. ff lldom flel bv
whetever m II .. he deems fit . At
the t-t of this kind of thinldng ia
the reell..tion by blecl<1 thai the
mo81 potent w..pon In the hands
of the oppr..1Of ia the mind of the
oppresaecl . If one i. frel fit heen,
no men-mllde chlinl c . n bind one
to .ervitude , but If one'l mind il
.0 menipuleted end controlled by
the opprellor .. 10 meke the co
prelled beueve thet he il e lie bili
tv to the w hite men, then there
w ill be nothinljl the oppreased ca n
do to IClfe hil powerful me,tefl.
He nce think ing I iong tines of
BI.ck Conleloulne.. mikes the
bleck men aee himae lf e. e being
complete in himae lf. It m.ke. him
lell dependent Ind more f' llII to
uprell hi. ,...nhood. At the end
of it ell he Cl tvlOl 101ef8l11 81·
templl by enybody 10 d werf the
signlfiCinc. of hi. menhood.

In order lhet Bleck Consciouaness
cen b-. uMCf to edvent~ as e
philolophy 10 fIClCl/y to people in e
posiIion like our. , I number of
poinl. helve 10 be obHrved. AI
people Illi.ting in e continous
Itrugg" for truth, we Nove to n 
emine tone! QUIlltion old concept.,
Vel..1 end I ystema. Heving found
the right . ...w ... we ahell then
work for conaciouane.. emong ell
people to ....kll it poe"ble for ua
to prOOIlIId 10Wlfdi putting the"
enlwerl IMO e !feet. In ttli. pro
ce.., WII hive to evolve our own
achemel. form. I nd . t retegi", to
luit the need .nd l itu8l10n,
elwev' keeping in mind our lun
dementel bellefl end velulII .

In ell IIpeCtl of the blllCk-white
reletionehlp, now Ind in the put,
Wll .", I conll.nt tendenev bV
whit.. 10 depict b1ecta .. of . n In
ferior . t8lu. . Our culture , our
hiltory I nd indHd ell ..peet. of
thofl bleck ,...n'. life helve been
ben" ed nnrtv out of shepe in the



great collision btIt ween the in
digenoos values and the Anglo
Boer culture.

The f irst people to come end
relet e t o blacks in a humen way in
South Africa were the mis·
sioner ies . They Were in the
venguard of tha colonisat ion
m ov ement t o "ci v il iaa en d
educete" the seveges end in
troduce the Christien meu ege t o
them . The religion they brought
WeB quite foreign to the bleck in
digenous peop le. African religion
in its essence wes not radically
different from Chri stienity. We
elso believed in one God , we hed
our communit y 01 seims through
w hom w e related to our God, and
w e did not fi nd it compatible w ith
our wey of life to w orship God in
isolet ion f rom the verious aspects
01 our lives . Hence worship w as
not a specielised lunction thai
f oond e~pression on ce e week in a
secluded building, bul rather it
l eatured in our w ars, our beer·
drinking, our dances and oor
customs in general. Whenever
Africens drank they w ould first
relat e to God by giving a portion
of their beer awey as a token 01
thanks. W hen anything went
wrong at home they w ould ofter
sacrifice to God t o appease him
and atone for their sins. Thera
w as no hell in our religion . We
believed in the inherent goodness
of men -heece we took it for
granted that all people at death
joined the community of saints
and therefore merited oor respect .

It wes the mission aries w ho con
fused the people with their new
religion. They eceeed our people
w ith etories of hell . They painted
their God ss a demand ing God
w anted worship " or else" . People
had t o discard their clothes and
their cust oms in order to be ee
cepted in th is new religion . Know·
ing how religious the African pea·
pie were, the missionaries step'
ped up their t error campaign on
the emcucne of the people w ith
their detailed accounts of eternal
burning, tearing 01 hair and
gneshing 01 teeth. By some
atrange end twiated logic , they
argued that theirs was a scientifi c
religion and ours a superstit ion-all
t hie in spite 01 the bio logical
discrepency w hich ie at the base
of their rel igion . This cold and
cruel religion wee etrenge to the
indigenous people and caused fre·
quent strife betw een the con·

verted and thll " pegane" , for thll
f ormllr, having imbibed the falsll
values Irom white SOcillt y, werll
taught to ridicule and despise
thoell who dalllnded the truth of
their indigenoue religion. With the
u lt imat ll acceptan ca o f the
western religion do wn went OOr
cultural valUl:lel

W hile I do not wish t o queetion
the basic truth et thll heart of the
Christian message, there is e
strong ca se lor a re-examinat ion
of Christianity. It has proved a
very adaptable religion which
doe s not seek t o supplement ex
isting Ordllrs but-like any universal
t ruth-to l ind application within a
part icular sit uetion . Morll than
anyone elsll , the missionaries
knllw that not all they did wee
eSSllntial t o the sPfeed of the
message . But the besic int llnt ion
went much further than merely
spreading the word. Their er
rogence and their monopoly on
truth, beauty end moral judge
mllnt taught them to deepise
native CUSloms and traditions and
to seek to infuse thair ow n naw
vaiuee into thesll SOCiet ies.

Here then w e have the caee lor
Black T heo l og y . Whi le n ot
w ieh in g t o dl ecun Black
Theology at length, latlt suffice to
say that it seeks to relate God and
Chriet once more to the black man
and his daily problem s. It waots t o
daecribe Christ as a f ighting God ,
not a pass ive God w ho encws a lie
to rest unch allenged. It grapplee
with e ~istenti e l problems and
doee not claim to be a theology of
abeolutel. It seeks to bring back
God to the black man and t o the
truth and reelity of hie eituation.
Thie is an important &spect of
Black Con ecioueness, for quit8 a
large proportion of black people In
South Africa are Christians st ili
swimming in a mire of con lusion
the aftermath of the miesionary
approach . It is the duty there fore
01 ell black p, iests and ministers
01 raligion to lave Christiani ty by
adopting Black Theology 's ap
proech and thereby once more
uni ting the black men with his
God.

A long look should atsc be taken at
the ee ucencnet eystem fo r blacks .
The same tense situation was
found es long ago as the arrival of
the missionarias. Children were
taught, under the prete ~t of
hygiene, good manners and ctnee
such vague concepts, to deepise

their mode of upbringing at home
and to queetlon the values and
custome of their ..x;iety. The
result w as the 8lIpec1ed one·
children and parents sew life dif
ferently and the former loet
respect for the tatter, Now in
African eociety it ia a cardinal ain
for a child to lose r" epect for hia
parent. Yet how can one prevent
the loea of respect bet w een child
and perent when the child is
taught by hie know·all white
tutora to diaregard his family
t eachiogs? Who can resiet loeing
reapect f or his trad it ion? Who can
reaiat loaiog respect f or hia trad i
t ion when in K hool his w hole
cultural background Ie eummed up
in one w ord-barbarism ?

Thue we can immed l8lely see the
logic of placing the mi..ioneries in
the forefront of the eoloniaetion
process . A men who succeeds in
mekin g a group of people accept e
l oreign concept in w hich he ia ex
pert m ekea the m pe lpetual
students w hose prog ress in the
pert icular fie ld can only be
evaluated by him ; the student
mU81 con8lantly tu rn to him lor
guidance and promotion. In being
forced to accept the Ang lo·Boer
culture, the blacke have ello wed
themselves t o be at the mercy 01
the w hite man end to have him aa
their eternal eupervisor. Only he
can tell us how good our perfor
mance ie and in etinctively each of
us is at paine t o pleaee thie pew ee
lui , all-kno wi ng mester. Thie ie
what Black Consciousness seeke
to eradicate.

As one black w riter saye . col
onialism is never eatielied w ith
having the nati ve in Its grip but, by
$Ome e!lange logic , it must turn to
hie paat and diefigure and diatort
it . Hence the history of the black
man in thie country ie most disap
pointing to read . It ie presented
merely as 18 long succeasion of
defa ata. The Xhosas were thievee
who went to w ar for st olen pro
perty; the Boers never provoked
the Xhoeae but merely w ent on
" punit ive expedi tione" to teach
the thieves a lesson. Hereoe like
Makana' who w era easent ially
revolutionaries are paintad aa

• e.". nOne'..n'h·cen'u'y XhO.. pto·
pIlet••0n t _ncO'<! '0 h!_ ....pt'_n' OIl
A_ n ,o,.nd .nd dmwnod wMo .."op
ing ;., . _ ,_ Aoru••' b. blad<. '0 ""cept
tho ''''th 01h;1 doOlh 'od '0 ,he m yth4c l'
hope 01hoi o.on,vel ..""". - Ee.
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superstitious trouble-make,s who
lifld 10 t hfl peoplfl about bullfllS
l u,ning in to w al flr . Grut nalion·
buitdflrs like Shaka are cruel
Iyr , nt, w ho Irequently anseked
smeller t ribes'or no ru son but lor
_ Nelistic PU'poH, NOI only is

!he,. no obtKtilrity in t'" history
18U1iIht ua bul the,. is ',equently
.n .ppslhng mi...epresenletion of
feet. t ....1 licken ...en the unin
formed . tudent .

Thu•• lot of . nen tion "'. 10 be
peid to our hillory if w e •• blecks
w...1 to tid.ech olher in our c0rn

ing inlo consc:iou_u, We .....e
to rew rite our hi..ory .n.d produce
in i1 t he heroes thet formed the
core of our 'e....ance 10 lhe white
in..ade<• . More "" 10 be , e..eeled ,
an.d ..rell .... . 10 be laid on t he
.ucc.s.l ul natoon·build lng et
tempts 01 men such .. Sh.ke .
Mo. hoe. hoe and HinSIe . These
ere.. c all for int anse research to
p'ovide s ome .orely needed miss·
ing links . We would be 100 naive
to e _pect our conqueror . 10 w rit e
unbia"'d hi' lo , ie. aboul u. bUI
w e have 10 d"' lroy Ihe my th t hel
OU' hi.lo,y IIsrl. in 1652, lhe
ye.. Ven Rlebeeck lan.ded .. lhe
Cepe.

Ou, cult u'e mu.1 be delined in
conc,ele te,m • . We mu.. ,elale
the pa.1 to the pre....nl end

demonSl rel•• hlstoricel.volu lion
ollhe mod.rn blK k men. Th. r. is
• I. odency 10 think 01 our cul ture .
a, , Slel ic culture t t wes .,.
...ted in HlS2 .od neve'
developed ..ne. t hfl ",. t urn 10 t he
bu.h" conc. pl sugge. t . t .... t w.

have nolhing 10 bonl of e _cept
lIOn. , "'_ an.d drink . W. Keept
t"'t when colonr..t ion selS in i1
devours lhe ind~. culture
end Ie...... behind a ba.t..d culture
thel mey Ihrive et lhe p. n . lIow ·
ed i1 by the dorninenl culture . Bul
w e elso hav. 10 ,.-'ise 1"'1 the
belic t _ ts 0 1 our cullure .......
"'~Iy succeeded in w ithll80ding
l he proc... of ba. l..d 'Hlion end
t .... t .ven .. t his moment we can
11111 demon.nete 1"'1 we ap.
precial........ lor hi......lf . Ours is
• true men-<;entred societ y whose
..c , . d tr.dit ion .. thel of
.h..ing . We mu. t ,e,ect , 11 5 w e
h'v e b e . n doing , the in·
dlvidualll t lC COld Ipproach 10 lile
Ihet i. the cornerSlone 01 Ihe
Ang lo ·Boe, cull u,e . We mull seek
10 ,eslo re to Ihe black mi n Ihe
great imporlenCe ....e used 10 give
to humin reillion. , the high
' ega'd 10 ' people an.d Iheir p,oper ·
ty and 10' II' e in general ; 10 reduce
t he I, iumph 01 tachnology over
men an.d the mate, i. lill ic elemenl
t .... t ia slowly C,eeP'"V ontO ou,
.ociety .
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Theae ..e e'lenllal IUlure. of our
black culture 10 w hich w e must cl·
ing . BIKk cult ure 'bove.lI implie .
freedom on our p..t 10 innovlte
wil hout recou. .. 10 while velue• •
This innovat ion i. parI of the
natura l d e v.lopme nt 0 1 . ny
culty,. . ... cult ure is e.....l i.lly
the socl!lt y 's Compo..l• • nswer 10
t he varied problernl 0 ' ~Ie . We ,re
upe.iencing new problems every
d.y . nd w hetever we do adds to
Ih. , ichne n 01 our c ult u, . 1
herit8ll'" .. long •• i1 "'s men es
its cent re . The ~Ioon 01 black
theat re end dreme is one such im
~...I innovetoon w hich we need
10 encour8ll'" end 10 develop. We
know t"'l our love 01 music end
rhythm hes relevance even in lhis
d. y.

Being p. rt 01 .n nploltative
society in which w e ..e oll en the
direct objecl . 01 ...ploitatlOn. w e
need to e..olve. 1I,,,egy tow..ce
our economic s il u. tion . We . re
. ......e Ihallh. Bleck . ..e still cot
onised ev. n w ilhin the borders of
South Af, ic• . Thei' ch• • p I.abour
hn helped to ms ke South Africa
whal il is lod.y . Our mone y from
Ih '" towns hip. take• • one ·w . y
jOUfne y to whil. s hop. and while
b.nks , . nd III w e do in ou' lives i.
p.y t he whIle men . ,Ihe, wilh
la bour or in COIn . C. pilliis tic n ·
plo;tal ;v" lend" ncies. coup.ed
w ith t"" ov" rt . r'og. nee 01 w hrle
' scism. h.ve coniPred l19.inll
us . Thus in South Africa now il i,
very e .pensive to be poor. It is the
poor people who . lay furthe sl
from lown and therefor . heve to
spend ~. money on t,...sport
to come and w ork for w hile pe0

ple; it " the poor people who use
unec_ I n.d inconve nient
I.... kke par,lfon and coeI bec......e
01 the r.lu'" 01 the white men 10
inalell e lect , icity in black arees; it
II the poor CIllOPle who ..e
gove'ned by ....ny ill-defined
' ealrictive l.ws .nd t herelore
h. ve 10 .pend money on l ines lor
.. Iechnic.... o llenees; il is the
p oor pe o p le w h o h i ve n o
hoapillis an.d .,e Ihe,elo,. e _pos 
ed to • • o,bitanl char ge s by
private doctor. ; n il l he POO' peo
ple w ho use unta"ed ,o. ds , h.ve
to w . lk long dIstances , I nd
Iherelo' . uperi. nce Ihe g, eatesl
w ssr . nd It,,' on commoditie s like
. hoes : it is Ihe poor people w ho
hsve 10 pay lor Ihei. child r",, 's
books while whiles gel lhem Iree,
It does nol need 10 ba Hid Ih.t i1
is lhe black people who are poor.



We theretOl'e need to ta ke ....other
1001< It how belt to u.. our
economic powe r, little II it may
seem to be. We mu.1 ..riouely ex
Imin e the p o..l blll t il. o f
u tlb lllhi n g b Ul ine.. c o 
operltives w"oH Inlere lt w ill be
ploughed blck Into community
developmenl Progrl"""""l . We
lhould think ,long IUCh Iinel II

the " buy bIeck" ClrTlpIIign once
IUlXI'lted in Johlnnesburg end
"1Ib11"" our own bInlt. lor the
b.nefit of the c ommun ity .
Org lnil. t ion .1 d .v.lo p m e n t
. monglt~ks hal only been low
beclua w. have .llowed it to be.
No.... thet w. know ..... ere on our
own, it it .., 'blolute duty tOl' UI
to lu"il theM Med• .

The I"t . tep in Bl.cl<. Con
lICiou........ il to broaden the t>e1Hl
0 1 OUr ope'llion. One 01 the b..ic
I....t . of Bleck Coneciou........ il
totalit y of invOlveme nt . Thi.
mean. thet III Blecks must li t u
one big unit , and no Iregmenta
tion end dl.tractlon Irom the
meinltre.m 01 avant l be eucwee.
Hence w e must re. i. 1 the et
tempt. by protagoni.t. 01 the

-bentueten Iheory to Iregment our
approach. We ere oppr...ee not
as individu.ll , nOI .. Zulu. ,
Xhosu . VlOdu 01' Indl . n• . W.

I re Opfl,"M<l becaUM ..... are
bll ck. W. lOlU. t UM thet very con-
c ept to unit l oural,," Ind to ." 
pond a. a coheli" a group. We
mulIt cling to eech other w ith I
tenecity tMt w ill . hock the
perpetrltorlOf evil.

Ou. preperdne.. 10 Ilk. l.opor1

ounelvee the c:udgela of the
atJuoi:Kll'l w il _ 1M through. W.
~ remove from our voeebulery
completely the cOllcept of I.ar .
Truth~ lffimIItely triumph over
. vIl, InC! the ....hit. men hit
a1w . y. nouriIhed hie greed on
thi. t>es;c: I.... thet Ihow. itM" in
the bIIck community. SpecieI
St. nch eganta w ill not tum the lie
into tr\Ith, end one mu. t ignore
them . In • ttue bid 101' chInge ....
he'IIe to teke olf our coete, be
pr.pered 10 10M OUr comfort and
HCUrity , our job••nd politionl 01
preltig. , .nd our lamilie l , for just
u It il Irue that " 1. IMl. r. hlp nd
se curity .r. bu ic. lly Incom
p.t ibl." , • II ruggl. w it ho ut
c..uelitie. i. no It ruggl.. We
mUll rBlliM Ihlt prophe tic cry 01
bl.ck lIud.nl . : " Bl. ck ma n. you
are on you r own!"

Some w ill c harge Ihar we are
raci. t but thu. p.opl. ar. using
exactly Ih. ".luBl w e re ject . W.

do not hIve the pow.r 10 1Ub
jugate anyone. We ere merely
ruponding 10 provOCltion in the
mOil rea lill ic po u ible way.
~i.." doe. not only imply .xdu
aiofI 01 one Ike by .nother·1t
" wlYI pre lUppoM , that the e x
clulion i. lor lhe purpoae. of 1Ub
i.tion. Blecka heve hid enough
e xper;ene. .. objecu 01 reci.."
not to wi.., to tum the 1Ible$.
While it may be r.Ie" ..,t now to
talk l bout bIeck in r. lation to
whit. , w. muat not make thiI our
pr.oceupetion, for it CIO'l be e
~~exerda. A. we~

~ low ardl the~tI
of our p.let 1M talk-more ebout
ourselve$ end our Itruggle end
leu ebou1 whit...

We he'IIa ..t out on a quest fOl'
ttue humanity . end eomewher. on
the diltent horllon w e Cln lee t he
glitt....1ng prj". lei u. march forth
with COUregl end delermination.
draw ing IIreng lh I.om our com
mon plight .nd our brotherhood.
In lim. we . hell be in a pOlil ion to
beetcw upon South Atrtce the
great..1 gift pou ibl. -e more
human lace.

Fear - an im port ant determi
nant in South African politics

It w ould Hem thel the grelt"t
wast.. 0 1 time in South Al riel it to
Iry .nd lind logic in ....hy the ....hite
government doe. certain thingl . "
anything elM. the con.t.nt In
roads intO the Ireedom 01 the
black peopl. illult ra tes I complete
contempl lor t hoi. sect ion of the
community .
My pr. ml.. h...Iw• .,.. been that
black peopl••hould nol at any
one stege be surprised al 10m. 01
the s trocities committ. d by the
go".rnmenl. Thil to me lollows
logica lly a fte r th. ir init ial . ssump
lion thlt they, btIing I settler
m inority. can h." . Ihe righ l to be
supreme m . ster l . II they could be
cru.1 .nough to cow the nlt l"es
down w ith brultl fore• • nd insta ll
thema l" es .. perpetual .uler. in .
foreign la;nd. then anything .1..
they do 10 the ...me b1.ck people

St~,,~ Biko
Ileco..-Iogicll in terml 01 the In
itill erueIty . To e.pec:t justice
from them 81 ..y Itege i. to be
n. ive . They . Imost hav•• duty to
themsel"e. end to their "eiec
torlte" to .how that lhey alill
beve the upper h. nd o"er the
black people . Ther e i. only on.
w . y 01 . ho....ing Ihlt upper-hend
- by ruthl. u ly breeking do wn
the back 01 resi.t. nce emangst
the bl.ckl. howe".r pelty th.t
resillanC' is .

One mull look II the huge securi
ty terce th. 1 South Afric. hIS in
o.der 10 reen.. this . These men
must .lw • .,.1 re port lomething to
their masterl in OI'de r to just ify
their employment . II il not e nough
10 repo rl t h .1 " I h.v e
been to Pondol.nd and lhe nlti"es
ere behlving ....e U end are

"

peaceful end content ." Thie is nol
nti.,ectory for the perpet rltors
01 evil ... . ......e of the cruelty of
their . Yltem end hence do not . x
peer lhe "'tives to be ..t iafled .
So lhe HCUrity boy• • r.sent back
10 Pondolencl 10 fincl out who the
lpoI<elman i. w ho cl. im. that the
people are ..lilfied I nd 10 beal
him until he Idmitl thai he il nol
IIlti l lled. AI that point he Is either
b.nned 0< broughl lorw . rd to b.
Iried und.r On' of the mllny Act, .
The absolut.ly inf.nlile evreenee
upon whic h the Sta le builda up ita
C'S"' I In s ome 01 the tliels does
sugg.sl to me Ihat Ih.y ere qu ite
cap. bla of .rresting a group of
boy. pley ing hid. and seek· and
chllging lhem w ilh high tre. son.

ThiS il lhe background lIlIeinst



F_ conqu..-.d: Youth In Duduz. dancing joyously around the burnlng ca,
of. suspected lnforrn..-. 1985.

.....hiCh one must see the many
polit ical trials that are held in this
country . To tham it looks as il
some thing would be dangeroosly
..... rong il no major polit ical t rial
.....as held for a period 0 1 one year _
It looks as il someone wi ll be ac
cused by his superior 10 ' not do
ing his .....o'k. The stra ngest thing
is tha t people ara hau led in for
almost nothing to be t ried under
the most vicrous 0 1 Acts - like
the Terrorism Act .

It is also against this bac kg'ound
that one must vie ..... the recent
banning and house arrest imposed
on Mr M ewa Ramgobin. No
amount 0 1 persuasion by anyone
can conv ince me that Ramgobin
had something sinister up his
sleeve. To sll t hose .....ho know
him, Mew" .....as th" last man to be
considered " serious th,eat t o
anyone-I"t alone a po.....erful State
w ith an army of perhaps 10,000
security men and info'm"rs. But
then, as .....e said, logic is a stranga
w o,d to Ihese people.

Aim<! C<! saire once said : " When I
tu,n on my radio , when I hear that
Negr oes have been lynched in
America, I say th"t .....e hava been
lied t o : Hitle, is not deed: w hen I
turn on my radio and hear that in
Ah ica, forced labour hes been in
augu rated and legislat ed, I say
that we have cert"inly been lied
t o: Hitle, is not dead" ,

Perhaps one need add only the
following in order t o make the pic
ture complete :

" W hen I turn on my radio , .....hen I
hear that someone in the Pon
doland forest was beaten lInd t or
tured, I say that w e hava been lied
t o: Hitler is nOI dead , .....hen I turn
on my radio, when I hear that so
meone in jail slipped off a piece of
soap, fell end died I say that w e
have been lied t o : Hitler is not
dead , he is likely to be found in
Pretoria " .

To look fo' ins tances 0 1 cruelty
directed at those w ho fall into
disl avour .....i t h l he security police
is perhaps t o look t oo far. One
oeed not try to establish the Iruth
of the Claim that black people in
South Af rica have t o struggle l or
surv ival. It presents itself in ever
so many racers of our lives .
To.....nship lil e alone makes it a
mirac le for anyone to live up to
adu lthood. The re w e see a sit ua
tion of absoluta w ant in w hich

bleck will kill black to be eete to
survive. This is the basis of the
vandalism, mu rde r, rape and
plunder that goes on while the ,eel
sou,ces of the evil - w hite societ y
. are suntanning on exclusive
beaches Or rel axing in Ihair
bourgaois homes.

While those amongsl blacks who
do bother t o open their mouths in
f ....ble protest against w hst is go
ing on are pe,iod ically intimidated
w ith securit y v isits and occasional
banning orders and house arrests.
the ' est of the black community
lives in absolute fear of the police .
No eve,age black man cen ever et
any moment be absolutely sUre
that he is not breaking s la..... .
There are so many lews governing
the lives and behaviou r of black
people ths t sometimes Doe feels
thet the police only need to page
al random through their sta tute
book to be able to get a lew und " r
.....hich t o cha,ge a v ict im ,

The philosophy behind police ac
tion in this country s'*lms t o be
' ·harass theml hsrass them l" .
And one needs to edd thet they in_
terpret the w ord in a very ex
travagant sense. Thus even
young traffic policemen, people
gene' elly kno .....n for their grace .
occasionally find it proper to slap
adult black people. It some times
look, obvious he'e that the greet
plan is to keep the black people
thoroughly intimidated snd to
perpe tua te the " super-race·' im
age of the w hite man, if not in
telleclU elly, st least in t erms of
reece. W hite people, working
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th,ough the ir vanguard - Ihe
South Afr icsn Police hav e
come to realise the truth of that
golden max im - if you cannot
make s man respect you. then
make him fear you .

Cleerl y bla ck pe op le cennot
respect white peop le, at least not
in th is count ry . There is such en
obvious eu.. 0 1 immo. elity end
neked cruelty in all t hat is done in
the name of white people thet no
black man , no matter how in
timidated, can ever be made to
, espect w hite soc iety, However,
in spit e of the ir obvious contempt
for Ihe values cher ished by whites
snd the price at .....hich .....hi te com
fort and security is purchased,
blacks seem to me to have been
successfully cow ed down by the
type of brulality thet emanates
f rom thi' sect ion of the communi 

".
It is thi' lear tha t erodes the soul
of black people in South Afr ica-a
feal obviously bu ilt up dalibe,ately
by the system th,ough a myriad 01
civil egents, be they post office
attendants, police, CID offic ials ,
army men in uniform, Sl:Icurity
polica or even the occasional
trigger-h" ppy w hite farmer 0 1
store o .....ner. It is a fear so basic In
the considered actions of bleck
people as 10 make it impossible fOl
them to behave like people -let
alone Iree people . From the at 
titude o f a servan l to hi s
employel, 10 that of a black man
being served by a w hite attendant
at a shop, one sees this te er ciee r
Iy showing through. How can
people be prepared to put up a



re.l.tence ell. ln.tthelr overlll op
pnIl1ion If In thill, Individuel .itu·
t lon. , they Cl nnot In.i.t on the
obeervl ncll 0 1 their ment>oodl
Thil I. I queetion thet often oc
cur. to overee•• vllitor. who ere
Ptl«»P1ivll enough to relliee thet
I II ill not w•• in the ..nd of eun
thine end milk.

Yilt thi. ie I dll'lgllou, type of
leer. lor it only gae. elr.in deep. It
hld ee und.rn. eth It In im
m.l . unbl. nil ' thtt olten
t1Yeet_ to erupt . Iloennth it lies
neked het red for • group thet
deeerve. Ibsolutely no respeet.
Unlik. in the r••t of the f rench or
Spenitlh former colonies w here
chence. of Issimil.tion mecle it
not imposlible for bloch to espiore
towerd. being white. in South
Afric. whit_ s o hes elw . YI been
lSoocieted w llh pol ice brutllity
Ind intimid l tlon , eerly morning
pell reids , geMrl1 heranment in
Ind out 01 town. hip. and hence
no bllck rei lly IIpirel to blling
w hltll. The cl.im by whitee 01
monopoly on comlort Ind secu rity
hi S elweys been so ucluaive thlt
bllcks lee white. II thll mljo,
ob.teele in the ir progreu towlrd.
peacll. pro. porlty . nd a sane
. ocie ty . ThrOUlilh it. an ociltlon
w ith all theH OIliJative aepeets,
whltenen ",. thus been .oiled
beyond ;eCOlilnltlon . At best
the<elore b1ech eee whit_ a. IS
I concept thlt w...ents being
despised , heted . destroyed end
repleced by en .-.pirltion with
more humen conlenl in it . At
w orst b1oc"s envy white ..xoiety
lor the comfor1 it hes usurped end
It the centre 0 1 this erlvy ill the
w i . h · n . y . the .ecre t
delerminl lion-in the innermost
minds of moet lIlec". w ho thin"
Ii... this, to ..ic.. w hites off those
comfor1.bIfI ~den ch.irs ttwlt
one s.... I' he rides in I bus, out
01 town, end to cleim them for
themselves. Di y by day, one gets
more convinced thel Aim6 Chaire
could not heve been ,lght when he
said " no roce ponenll lhe
monopoly on t ruth, intelligence,
lorce and th." e i. ,oom lor oil of
us 01 the , endezvous of victory ."

It may , perheP I , surprise some
people thet I should telk 0 1 whites
in 0 collective sense w hen in lact
it is • particula r l ect ion Le. the
governme nt · t haI ca rries out Ihls
unwarranted vendelta aglllnll
blocks .

There a,e lhol e white. w ho will

compilltll ly dill(: ll im reepons ibility
for \ti ll country ' l Inhumenity 10
the bloc" man . ThtlH ere the pea
pill w ho I r. govemed by logic for
4 1/2 yea" but by Ie., 11e lection
t ime. ThIo N. tionelill Plrty .....
pertIIp$ "*,y ..-. Eng~sh votes
then one imlgi....... All whites c0l
lectively recognile in it • Itrong
beetion 1Il."'t the highly pleyed
up $wm p"_. One mult not
underHtlmete the deeply imbfIdd..
ed feer of the bled< man 110
prevl lent in whit. eoc.ity . Whites
" now only tOO w e. whet uect!y
they l\eve been doing to bIaclr.s
.nd IogK:eIly find ' eason for the
bloc" men to be engry . n.e;, l tete
01 ineecurity ho_ver does not
outweigh their liI'lfId for power
end w. elth, hence they brace
themeelv.. 10 rllet lIl.i"'t this
' 1IliII rother then to diepe! it w ith
openmindednelS end fair play.
This Interection between leer end
reection the n HtS on e viciou. cy·
cle thll mul tip'iee both the leer
and the reect ion. Thi. i. w hat
moke . meeninllful coali tions bet
ween the bleck end whltll totally
ImpolSible . Al. o thi. i. w hll
rnakee whit.. . ct II e Ilroup end
hence become culpable 8$ a
group .

In any c..., ....en il there WIS e
reer fundemenlal difference in
thinki"lil 8rTlOOliJIt white. vis·'·
vis b1ecks. the very feet t ....t those
dlSlil!1,ll'ltlfld whites remain to en
joy the I...." 01 the I yslem would
elone be enough to conderTVl
them 81 No..emburg. Litlten to K.-1
Jelpflfl writing on the concept of
met~sicIlguill :

" Th ere e"is 's emonfiSI men,
b«:IUU ~r ...-., e troJideriry
thl'ouf}h w hich ..eh shtJ,..$~
siMry f IN e~ iniustQ ¥>d
.~ wrof>{J commitl«t in 11>#
world ¥>d '$pfICMIIy f IN Crit7HU

th#t ere r;gmnlitl#d ill his pt'ffsenr:r!

or of which 1># cermot be ignot""t.
If I do not do Wq " "., 1 c.n to
p,.vrmt th."" I ern en M.:r;ompficrt
in th.m. If / h."e rislt#d mr iiI. in
o,der '0 p,."ent 'he mu,de, of
o lher men, i f 1h,"e s'ood " lIent, I
feel gu,'Itr In • sense Ihel r;enno l
in a nI' a dequete feshlon be
unde'stood juridir:allr orpoliticallr
or morelly." Thel / .m Slill alive
.fttH sur:h things hev. been done
weigh" on me lIS. guilt 'hat c.n
not be e_piated.

~where ill the heIIrt of hUffllln
,.lillians, lUI etno1tJte r;QmmlJnd
imposes i tself: in c.sa of critnine1..

. n.ck Of of Hving coneillions thet
th,..ten phrsicll1 btHng, .cr:ept
lif" for.11 t.t"'" IN not I I . 11. "

Thu. if whit... in lJIr'Ir.1 do not
like whet is heppeni"li! IO the blacl<
people , they he.,. the power in
them to Itop it here IOd now. We .
on lhe other hind, he~ every
rOlson to bundltl them tOliJeltler
end bIeme them jointly.

One CIrl of courIII Uy thet b1ed<s
too ere to Ill lor .!lowing the
eituetion to ilt . Or to drive the
point fIYfIn !uttMf. one mey point
out thai there .... bIaclr. pohcemen
and bllek 'P80eI brench IliJ"Ots .
Tot. ... the "'t point fi,st , I must
. tlle Clt~1y thlt there is no
lOCh Ihing IS • blecl< polic::emMl.
Any bloc.. mMI who props the
.yelem up octlvely hes loot the
right to being coneidered part of
lhe block world: he hIS IOId his
IOU! for 30 pieces of silver end
linds that he i. in l act not accep'
table 10 the white oociety he
soullht to Join. Theee are col
ou,lees white lac keys who live in a
marlilin.1 w orld of unha ppinell' .
They are ...ten lion. of the enemy
into ou' ronk• . On the other hend ,
the re lt of the bleck w orld is kept
in c heck pure ly be cause o f
powerle..n....

Powerlennen brlfld. e lace of
bfIliJoliIers w ho smile at the _ my
.nd Swlllr II him in the sanctity of
thei, toile1l; w ho shout " Baas"
w iUiogly durinliJ the dey end cell
the w hite man • dog in their buse.
es they go home. Once egain the
concept 01 f. er ie 81 the he'" of
this two-feced behlviou, on the
per1 o f the conquered bIaclr.s.

Thill cortCe(lt of f...... ..... now
tIlr.en • different dimension. One
frequently heer. people say of ec
meone w ho he. just been ...rested
or benned - " there is no emoke
wilhout fi,e" or if the IlUY was
outepoken . " he .....d for ii , I am
not .u,prised" . In e H nee Ihis is
el moll dOl fylnll the .ecurity
police; they cannot be w rong; if
lke y could breek the Ri...onle plot ,
whll ma k.. Ihem al raid of lin in·
dividuel to the poin t 01 banning
him unlalS thOla la something 
w hich w e do not know ? Thi s kind
of 'og ic , found to ...eryinll de grees
in the Alr ike ner . the Enliliis h and
t he b leck commu n itlel , i.
d e nileroul for it comple tely
miS'''1 the point .nd reinforces ir·
rlltionel ection on the part 01 the
HCUtity po~ce .



The I. ct of the m.tt... i. thet the
gov"nment .nd it. ..c u ,i1y
lorce . ,r. ,lao ruled b y fll'. in
&Pite 011,,*' Immen• • power. Uke
'nyone living In mort" t ear. they
OCCllI;one'ly ,eaon 10 1,.,.6ooe '
1tC1i0n8 in t ..... hope I .....t • $hOw o f
. trltnglh rethe, then proper i,..
I tlllig tlnctl might .certl Ihe
•tlli.lor. uti"Klorily . Thil i. the
ban of -"v oper.rionI in
Soulh Alrice moet 01 !he time. If
they know 11'111 IhMtI ..tI some
Ih•• • m i••lo neri•• who ere
dengerou. 10 INMr inler...1 bu t
whole identity iI u nknown. they

w ould r........ de90rt -.out 8 0 mil·
Iionarie• • nd hope ll\el the ltv"
... .rnong them !hen use some
br ei... end h nd OUt w ho the t t."
' rtl. Thi. w•••110 lhe be... of the

..rllt of . boul 5 ,000 d u, ing thtl
IO-ClIIItId " Poqo" re id . 01 1963.
And 01 couretl t htl I. we t ,om
w hich ltICurity pollee derivtl lhei.
powtl, ..e eo vegUtl . nd ' WH ping
II 10 ellow lor el' thi• . Hence one
concludtl. lhel IhtI SouIh AfriClln
",cumy .y. tem iI torce-otitlnted
'ether lhen inl&lligtlncfl-oritln1ed.
One ..... '1' o t couo"", edd thel Ihi•
typtI c t _lIily . in Ihi. country .
• t rtllc ...... III the w .... from Stete
HCUrtty 10 IhtI .1'(\tI 01 rugby
whrttli lidopt . It .... btIcomtI lheir
w .... c t 1rIt1 .

One wil t her.lor. not be IUrpril·
ed if it prOVtl. v...., d ifficult t o IIC·
cept ll\et " ther. iI .oom lor . n 01
u. " the rtlnOen<QU' of vic t ory" .
Thtl tripen" ••yllem of le..-thel

of w hi1t1 t earing thtl b l. ck. , bloc ks
fearing w hittl• • nd thtl gove rn ·
ment learing b lack• • nd wi. hing
t o ,11.'1' thtl fllr .mong.t white . ·
.....k.. it dilticult t o tI.teblilh r' p '
port 'mong.r the two ngmen1'
of t htl community. The lact o t ~v·

ing eper1 edd• • d ill"'tln t d imen
lion end perl'lepe , mortl se,iou.
one-it .....k ... the npi••tion. of
IhtI tw o groupe di. metricel/y op
poNd _ Thtl white Ilrelll!11Y ao f ..
his bMn t o . y.t......l iceIIy brtl'"
down the '_ 'lenctI 01 the bIIICk.
10 lhe point whtIrtl lhe latter
would ICCtPI crombI from the
whittl tetlle . Thi. we heVil shown
Wtl . ejeoct unequiYocllly; end now
t he 1119" i. "-efore ...1 lor a
very inl.......l ro"Ig t um of e ventl .

"1

8r1ck~1I .nd BouQUII.
F,enk T~k. p ll ' " remem ber thet
w I ere not .n p hilo . ophefl . So me
01 yo u. .,tiel.. eound v...., i,..
t er..t ing .nd I . uppo" that 1hey
e re . But Wtl ardin. ry mort.l. can
not Undefl t end IhtI elOteric jergon
t hey .., phrned in . 'fOUl w .iter,
.....m to inh.bit etherlll zone. 01
lhe intellect while Ie. Ying us in t he
mud. C... ·t you compromiH7

Rey NMJQo
Chellworth . Durben

My w ife end I n.v. been greel/y
impr,1Hd by lhe high QUllity 01
Frenk T-,* end it. ertieIe• . Of , I
the iI_. w, hey• •eed. the firll
i_ ltillllend. OUI .. lhe be.t. I
em ...... I"" '1' o lher reeder,
w ould kh t o the r...1~ re-
prin t ed. For the unin ilieted.
Volume 1 Number 1 i. en u ·
cellenl int rodUClion 10 8ieek Con
.c iou . ne . . . W.. lov .. y o ur
megezine ' nd w ilil you . 11 the
1UCCfI • • in the t ut u ... .

Xoli~ili.. Ngune
G.inhewe. Kimberl"y

Wh..n Frenk T. lk lirll eppeered .
we .11 hoped t or • m.g.,ine t hai
wo uld not f." In to Ihe I..gendery
e rro r 01 Id"ologicel H c te,i.ni.m
and w ould be • larum l or . 11 l he
81ack people 01 Soulh Alrie• .
Ala • • F...nk T~k he. f. iltld 10 live
up to , _pectetion, : it hemmefl
home IhtI vlewpolnll 01 the B1eclr.

Con.ciou.n.... Mo... ement . nd
. imply d o... nOI p ro vide fo r t h"
e _change of iden.

Thembi Sof/a
Kw. Xu....., sewete

M .... ..-GI1m
I en;oyed lhe peper by Dr Herben
U.h.. w o ku nz. in F, . nk T. 'k
IVoIume ' ·Numbe. S . t 2 2 ft 
ECI. Dr UlJwwokuoua keep. on
...,..ring to .... ynerd end M. yner
diem. Could you uplein whet htI
-~,

VI4i G_.
NgengeUw. To wnship

Umtlt• . Tr...alr.ei.

1M, Merr-r/ G e c rrtic:eI but
sop his t ic . t . d m . mb,u 0 '
..Rhode...•• •• . ..~t in
Dons L. s sinfl ·s _ ..... A Proper
M. ni . g e . l o nd o n , P . nlher.
1 9 66 1. Th. he rOine . Merlhe
Que.t Ilk. M,ynerd " Why no ,
ebOOsh ~s.s eltOQat~?" . t
pages 220-221:

" Wh r no,? I aUf/gut roo put
pre~sure o n roo' pe,liemon/err
'ffpre~ffnletives to the' fflf..ct."
M erfh. l eug h.d ef/.in 1M ,
Mff r nMd contin U«J); " I . m fimrlr
o f tlra opinion th., the soo".,. e
mK/dia cless with priv'lagu i&
C...tH ~ rhe A fricens tM
bett., i t w ill be for • ...,.,ona.Un
~taly. the ",.;onry o f tM

SO

whi' es .,ff ao bOf/f/ttd down in in_
tttll ig ffnl conaidff,. ,ions such ffS
,h fft tfrttr wouldn 't heve fh"ir
s iste,s mtI,rying b l.ck me". ,hll'
tfrtt r .,e roo stu~fiad to SHI the
lIdv. nleges o f .uch • cours e."

TM ••tting wlS it> the 1930's,
"*">c. L.aan>f/ wro,.: " Marthew.. ......'.1 r.'" f ' OM
und."r.ndinf/ t h i s ,.m.,Ic."
M.~ q , t'-afor. . the
whl~.".regy: M,

M. y" .,d. '''''·., vid.n tlr. he d
IeMnt his tNI«: ,;cs! - Eel

Hal.... ... Coo,v' ''lion
The moet comlorting thing to
Ie"n from the visit of t he im
perialist Teddy Kennedy i. who
e _eetly in the 8ieek community
o;onlOf1. with t he CIA. I.m not et
10M ....prised Ihlt t he Kennedy Ian
cl u b . w e... Ih . on.. . ....011
vocHe ro u. .bout g e nuine
peopl.. •• o rg.niulion. be ing
bankrolled by lhe CIA. Whet •
revelalion l

Ros""" r Mzemllllll
M. t a tie le . Tre nske i

When M. nd e l. mlde t he c. 1I for .
Nel io n,,' Conv..ntion in 19 6 1 , he
di d .0 tr o m • po . ilio n 0 1
w llknell - he did not upect the
ru lell 10 reepood 10 it . M. nd,,11
U1i1iled lhe " Netionel Conv" n ·
tion" I. bel ••• Ceil lar AClion.



I.uggell th.t t"-' e.1I of Ihe libe,.
tion movemenl Ihould be for •
Congre.. of t"-' People. T"-' Con
gr... of the Peopl, WII thoe mo.t
democ:l"llit gllheflng ever hoeld in
South Africe ~ It fir.. thot 1m
egioltion of thot opprened. The
term ..Conatltuwot .... l rnbty .. I••
rNtiwly unknown lerm in South
Ahic:Io~ It II what FIenImo pur
port. 10 c:IIII tot In MOlimaqUll .

The COI9_ Mov..-nent "'" tOf

rectIy "*"' •daI.no.nc:. II this
poinl in thot~. Middle
c:lnI ~. in thot UOf
naturllly jump lor thot " NIIiofw1
Conytlf1tion" option o ffered by
the ruler. - • tnI;ontv rule IOlu
tion whic:h in no WIY threll_
the apit"ilt lOti.. order .

The lOti~i.t m~il.,t. within !he
UDF mull nol gi... t Hberal
bourgeoi. ie In edge. Po 10 the
Congre.. of Ih. People,

J.bu MtIh.bane
Gugul,thu. C.pa To....n

T.... ANe.,ld thoe UDF h.v, righlly
called lor , N.tion.1 Convenlion
, nd .... ilI , chieve it . d..pit,
AZAPO ' , plililudinou. " De. th 10
lhe N. lion. 1Convention" e. ll.

An All-in ConflfltOCl of the people
w_ Cllled in 1961 and demInd
ed the immed.1e Cliling of • N.
tionII C~Iion. The Conven
tion h8d 10 be _,.;gn. and
mede up of IIlecIed repreten

U tive• . Sioce the QOIo .. .",.."t did
not respond to the cal. South
Afric:ll u w thot bigge.t nelional
.tlY-Il-hoo'ne~'hal eVIl been.

It it not~. ~efore. thel
the populer CIlI for • NllionIl
Convention it the IIrget of both
righl ·wing to-09tion lwitne.. the
I""'the end PFP ClU.1 .nd ultr. 
leflil! vitriol.

The Nll ionll Convant ion hi. to
be el,cled on the blli. of
unlimiled. non·raci.1. .dull Ir......
c hi se .nd be .overe ign lie . h.ving
the power to pul inlo practice Ihe
conllilution it dr.w. up'. II mUSI
have it . meet ing. in public .

-
There .re lever.1 non·negol ieble
pr,-<:ondilion. to Ihe Nation.l
Convenlion :

, . Th e .u.pen.ion .nd de
mobililllion of the polite and
. rmy ;

b. The unb8nnlng of politie.l
org.ni.ltlon.;

e . The uncondltionel rele..e of
Nelton "".noMI.;

d. T"-' lmmedille IUtplnlion of
.11 rleilt and unlull ..w.;

• . The IUIPIflIion 0 1 the pre"""
Conatitution.

The N~ eon.....l ion aM is
not the call tot . Iit-down with the
PW Both.. . n d Ih. Op
....'*""'"•.Thi. II thot figment of
Ih , v ivid Im . gln ' tio n . 0 1
troublemal<en ~h yourMIveI .

$lWez Abdulle
Mel.... Port EJiz.beth

....M ....TA

The form. tion of the N.tive N.
tionaI Congr... lnow known ..
the ANCI in 1912 oc:c:urred whileBambI,,'. body w.. not yel cold
in hi. gr.v.. Thi. w ll •
manifellllion of . 1. 1.. indication
of clef..t on the perl of the
fighting ITIIIM' of ~"""' end
t ried to 1'M."~fy ou, gaII.nt eHort.
II lundlw,,", .nd II Thabl Bow,
to me but two . • nd . pat on the
gr 01 Geronimo. "".kan. the
Ieft-h.nded. Shal<.. k. Zulu .nd
MllObozi .mong'l ot....r• .

Thi. delibe,"e white·.nling of the
Hber,lion llruggle eonlinuel 10
da y. Franlc T"Ic. w. &elut. yO(l for
your courarJa in loudly dac/aring;
"DEA TH to rhe Na'io",1Conv.n·
rionl "

Pepe/, Nr/ab. r;
Belhlehem. Or.~ F,ee Stile

The role of imperi. list apologists
.uch II Bi lhop Tutu. Reverend
AI'M eoe.... . nd Fllhef Pelriek

"

Sm.ng.llao Mkhats hw. h.a con
.iaIMt'y been to Hllthe ide. of •
N'lionei Convenlion .nd try to
loill V.,kee vlllue. on the AZI'
niln people.

Tutu and eoe.... Wlf' the ITont
men for thot K.. . otod', . xt revegen
ZI. They __ given .. muctI
money. per~.1eI and medi,
bIc:lUng II Sol K.nner btealr.ing
the cull",.. boyc:ott in order to
foOIt the " c:ivll right. m-npion"
on the ~.,..". people and they
ceme una1UCk.

A weel<ne.. of the~enien .tNlJ
gil i. that w. cIo not kHp • record
of eartier IVMIS. Thul. the f lC1
thIt Tutu CIlIed for • ~ional

Convention In 1980 and had •
...-t ing with the Praton. regime
h.. been forvotten. The fact !hll
eoe.... and Mkhatlhw. fought
h .rd to craBle • mod.,"e
Americ.n· or ie nllle d . t ruc tu re
Cliled lhe Black Renei... nce Con·
ventlcn in Dec:embflr 1914 when
Ihe bulk of Ihe leader. hip of the
81ack Con. eiouaneSl Movemenl
were In d. tenllon or b.nned. h..
• tee been ob.cured.

Thi. er. ..ic. 1e u mple of political
h.,lolry in 1914 had thi. In corn
mon with lhe Kannedy vi.it: Ted·
dy Kennedy w•• the fir.t person
to lend • IOlidarity lTleI"lle to
the BlICk Renei.unce Conven-

"""
W . need to be vlgillnt and 10
record I"- and olhef .venll in
the Ilruggle. for poIIerity. " w.
lIore end ci«:uIIt. this material in
ow communitin. peop!e w hoM
.etion. .mount to outrig ht
If..son - specific.l lly thil unholY
trio of cleric:I - wil .......... be
allowed to reSUffece ...nlClthed
.tler Ihort. c:yc:le. of disgrece.

John M1Hki
Atteridgev~'" Preloria

N. tIonal Q ....tIon
Your .rtie.. on the N.hon.l Ques·
l ion Fran lc T. 11e Vo/uma ,
NumlHra 2 . nd 3 ar 8" - EC)
does not e l. rify who constitutes
Ihe nation in Arenia . The libera ·
lion o f .11 Ih. people in Aunl. i.
obvloY. ly eont ingenl upon the
emancipation of the indigenous
Afr ic . n . Th . " Ind i. n" lind
" Coloured" minorit ie. lire merely
organic unil • • ' P98f'ldaged IS they.r.10 the indigeoou. c:ore. They
CM never be p.ert of white IOCHlIY



no, ee n they perpetuelly remeln In
t he veeuoua " no-m. n· a I.nd" .
Therefore . they . r. l'Ie lther 1'1'
tiona In themaelvel I'lOl' Ire they
eepeble of beeomi"'ll rmiona .

EtitJ., C~.,.
Ginaberg. King WiIlilm'a Towl'l

..."'"If Delie lIoing 1_ F,.nk T.H<
Volume 1 Nuornber 8 - ECI een
een " Az.ni. · · . Il.ve at. te, wn.t
doea ... cell Soulh AfriUi1

Sha~ 14« "'.,."
Reiger PltI1l. Boklburg

With rllge,d to the unlibe'Med
t hil'lking of 0I'Ifl 01 you. re.cler.
thet Azeni. iI , "at.ve~". I
1m re" ly 'muMd. There ,r. fl'WIny
aueh people who proud to be
..South Afr'lc:trnI Iu-t __
AftieaM __ proud of Ming
..Rhoduil .... not '0 ....., long
-.go . ThoR who OCJI)OM rN~
" Au oil" di~ th40ir own ......
mentality . ..South AfrieIo" ..
im p,.i,lilt . eoloni. hat ..tt l,r
...... 1t8ined with rN b600d of
!he disposHUfld .

Azenit iI aliber"OfV ....... It iI.
revo lut ion ..y name . II i. ,
petriotie name. It iI. neme whidl
d ilt inguiahe. t ho.. w ho a'e
Iibe."ed menUolly from thoH who
'I' fl'WIn ipullled by t h, op
p.eno.. Ind U piteli". . Th'
nerne " Azeoia" wu Ii." uMd in
60 AD. It n.. never had I Ill,,'
eonnotMion eiu- among the en
eient Egyptiene Iwho _ re Blaekl.
Greek. 01 Pet....,•. It i. flol.. t hat
" Al l ni." I•• , I.v,-n .me .
AfriUin. were not I lwey. tlevel
- they built IYeh eiti.... Egyp
lillfl Thebe. . Nineveh end lhe
Kingdom. of Kulh . nd Nubie and
g'~ 1II1 empi•• • . Th. humili.tion of
th~ Alricen people ia of .ecent
t ime• .

T h e Afro -A m er ic .n .eh oler
Chencellor Williem. IlUthor 01 Th.
Dutruction of Black Civlli'.tlon
hit the neil on the heed when he
w.ot . : " Whet. indeed"e Blackin·
. t it ution. of leern ing w l iting lor
... The young pttopl. to . ho w the
w ey7 The simple t rut h II thl!
w het is needed ... il eClive
pioneering Init ietlvea ... Bleck 11'1
e rtie II the mein p.oblem. The re il
I tlll too much dependence on
w hite Ichole.. to do our w o.k fOf
u•... W hite hi.tOlien. write from
the Ceuce.ien viewpoint , end we
e fe neive indeed il w . upeet

them to do ot hefw il e - e ll the
bellyhoo eboul thei, "aclent il ic
objee tivi ty" to t he co ntrery
not w ith.t Indi"'lI ."

The eneie nt Ellyptien.IThey were
Bleck. Tn.y w ere Africens . See
T". Afric.n ongin of Civilintion
- M yrh or R..lityl by ProleliOf
Cheik Anll Oiopl mlny yeer. ego•
delc rib.d Ihe . oulherl'l e x
l remitie. of t he continel'l t 01
Afrie. .. Azeni. . Allnie hal
.nough hi.tOlu reapeclebility to
be olficlelly Illu med in the plece
01 the I I.". rlci.t H ttl9f and im
perieli.t name " Soulh Africa" and
u aomeone obIefved; " Starting
II it IAz.niel doel with t he Iirat
lett.. of I.... I lphabet . it w ould gel
III up OIl !he roI ca. lilt lit the
United N.lion. ...

It iI~ thI1 the name
" Annie" iI oppoHd by the 10

caU.d ..rnu/ti-rlCi.r" or~ni..
tIonl or " prog...live" white
.le ,., . n1l .n d th e ra c i.t .
themMfve. who do 001 want UI
to .-.diteo..... ourHIvn IO"Id Il'l(We

•• pidly to our nl1 io n. 1 .nd
.aciIliaI dftIiny.

WhIM Peltldpedon
Wilh ref&rene. to the letter by
M • •g. ret MoIe te In FranI< TWk
IFttbrll-.yIMarch 19851. I wi'" 10
.ir .0fTIll .,,;eWI in .upport of he<
fl'WIin I.....i• .

I w~1 be very briel; to CIUH
diaunity ' ...o"g lhe BI.clt oppre..
.cI over • f.w . ympathetic whil....
iI criminlli. On the other hand, it
m.y be . t ral"'llie.lly lUicid.. to . It
elud. t h... " . y m p U h . t i c
w hit.... .. "., s .1n OUr prOll.emme .

In . n .rticle entitled " A Cry fw m
thtt Heert: Wl'rttt Should Joo-, II

w hite South AI. icen w ho. we
. u. pect . i. tod.y one of the mein
gu.u. In the ANC·SACP, pos.e.
t he 101l 0wi"'ll qu..lion:

" Gi" . n t'" '.Cf!, the herd f.cts.
of ,,,. racl.l ,ituetion tIS It is. whtl t
dOtlI t". Non·Euwpeen think . n
indlviduel Europeen should do
abour iO " (Gold. n Ciry Pol t 24
June 19 56 1.

Thil i• • rep ly which the Pmt
neve r publi.hed. lt wu penned by
one of the lirlt generl1ion 01
polit ic . 1 .etlvi. t. In our country.
J ohn Gomu. Hi. biog raph y
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(w hie h i. nea.ing complelion)
cl. lIrly d...monltrate. the ""Wity,
to pul it mildly, 01 Bleck-whit. co
operal ion ueeve .Ion. unily). II
took him .Imoll hi. whole life 10
reeu.. 1hl1 the ANC-S ACP of
which he WII • leading member
ereee 1919. could nev...r I.ee u• .
He died. member of the PAC. Hil
lilelhould be .lhining u.mpleto
l ibera l • • e-eeue e " BI. e k"
orgeni..t ion• . partieularly he<. in
the Cepe. The .epIy 'ead"
1 . He mult . tudy end Ie. rn t o

undeflt.nd thl1 t .... w hite
man'. governmenl in SouIh
A'riCI lince ita W>e.ption over
300 year. ego w u . 10 t ....
African••nd aubaequently to
ell non-whit.., • nightm.re 0 1
dell'uetion 10 !heir ".,..,..,
dignity and .spiration. and
Ihe1 there ean txt no "-..
julti'icetion whe'\_ 101 it.
continuaoce.

2. He ......t w ork among !he
w hite peoopIe 10 perluade
them of !he uc/eel ""Ime.. of
the bIIdl man ·. eau.. and t o
eo nvinc. th.m Ihl1 t .... ir
diaplay cw aceeptenee of the
p..ctlee 0 1 ..ei,1 h. lred
.I'IIt the _whit.. ...
laic l) irrevoeebly Wlumen;

3 . He mult 001 ;o;n _ white
O' Il. nill t io n . 10. hillory
.ho w l in S o uth Ahle • •
w ithout • lingle . ltceplion.
thlt I white man ·. preaen« in
lhe _ org. nilltion with
non-whil.. pr09'll'I.. and
Idven.e.. the ioIerell. and
point 01 view of the whil...
de.troy. l.... initi.ti.... and ""
confidence of non-whlt.. end
pre" entl the de"elopment 0 1
militanl b1eck Ie.clerllhip. ff"
from t .... w hill mMl·' inll...11
end dOmination.

4 . He mu.t render what.ve• • up
port . nd uai.llnce t hllt h.. In
hi. power 10 lhe non-White. In
their . t lUggle tow . rd. pro-
gr end to th. echl v .....,t
01 d mocracy wilhout king
. ny pe.aonel .ggr. ndi.ement
0 ' eltpeeting reward• .

5 . He mull leern to honour . nd
' ..peet the bleck men 01
Africe, for he i. the herbinger
of democ.ecy. progre.. . nd
peeCB. The while mlll n '. rule In
Al , ic e h.. p.oved Ihe reve..e .

Varonic. Wflich
Alhlone, Cepe Town

(The Bleck ConKiousneu Mo".'
m.nt d i d . w.y w i th t h .



dt1TOgetory t.rminology " Non .
EUfOIHMI" or "non-whir. " ""lIkh
/In ,,,- connot.rion of phIcinQ
whir. N t~ 1I#11w .,.m.t 0IIIfhich
hun>MIiry mu.st I» tnt«J. .",.
,.. ldfiICY to~ ".. ..truggJe ..
" ",.SeU/ifN ItHTlIin rht'r.1ufJh wonh
sueh as " 8JM:* 171MJ" , til PM'
sisti , but with eonc::ened .lJUgogle
w i. definite ly be ....eedec\ 001.a
f C.1 _ ..

• " ... I do not hille any reg,elt
,bout the role ' pi_r ed either al
un;vlI't.i ty or lat". OViJrI.... The
one pou ible elIception i' Ihet I
reg'.' that I could not perhaps
have cklnoI more...

- Cr~ Willi-.nson.
Sundey r....... 2 7/1 180

Cra;g W~liamson . • poIic:e~t

and tam- higt. ranking ANC of·
f icia l, mnterminded the \nt-.
l ion,. University Exchange Fund' ,
1978 w ithdrew" of fUnd i 10
Bleck Conscioosn... group. in_
, id" Soulh Africa end • dKI••• 
tion by Ih' lUfF that the ANC was
the Itllder of th" , t ruggle for
libe ration in Sou, h Alrlea (Voice
12-19/31801.

The percel bomb whidl kille<l
BCM leader Abr-"-' Tiro in
Gabef_. Bots ...._ pufpor1ed1y
c.me from the IUEF offif;M; in
SwiUen.nd. It w .. ...., in the
........ of Mr Ur.-Gu~E. iItk.......
the lhen dwector 0 ' the lUfF. ftil<
kson uHd t o be • Il"OlllTbeI 01 the
'nlem ational Council of Studenls.
s body whiCh w.. dil solved when
it WII exPOI"d 10 btl • CIA crea
t ion s nd front belor. h. join"d l he
IUEF (Rlm d DlJily MlJi1 2 311 18 01.

Willi. ml on 'l w itll Ingrid. known
.. " Conwllde Ingrid" to the ANC.
lpoke to the RMId o.;Jy MMI 01
her double ~flJ .. s HCtlll sgent
belid. her h Ul b . n d , Sh ll
monilond the llClivil iel of the
ANC Heelm DIlp¥tmenl : the ANC
hsd 'aked her to apeci8liM in wM
end diMll". medicioe end lold her
Ih. t IhllY d....per.tely needed
medic. 1 peoplll. l,RMId DMIy M" iI
6 /3 /601.
• " The ANC w.. lounded by my
uncle . you know. The man who
founded it, Or Pri~ ley kl Seme .
W. I ....."ied to my mother'l
liller. He il not I legend to me.

..1..... 1 CIoM to Chief Lulhu~ righl
up to the eod_ I tokl yOU .8rIie,
the1 . ven when he ....1. bsnnlll'l he

used to come to my home I I
night , Eyen when he died the ANC
. booed 'aked me 10 de liver l he
o " tlo n o n be hs lf 0 1 Bls c k_.
' 'When some of you Be people
m.d 10 kiM me st Sobuk....e·1
f....-... I ...... not tryM'lg to mIlke
'OY milesge 0U1 of Sobuk....e . 1
w" ' equotlted by A.B. Ngcobo.
Nan. Ms homo . nd Othe' l ....ho
w" .e ....it h Sobukw• .

" I don' t need to me ke mil" . ge out
of the ANC. 11hink th.t the BI.ck
people judge me on my ow n pe r
form.nce ."

_ Chiel Mengoeu1hu G.tshe
Buthelezl in WI int.......... ....ith

Joe Thloloe Pmt 19131BO.

Ag. ShMMI

• At WI AZAPO man..-Dog to
c ommemo"t. th . Uil . n h, ,,e
8hootiog. on 2 1 M. ,ch 19 8 5.
M,. W. uehope loow deee..lld1.
the moth", of AZAPO s..cretery
Gene' sl GlOOrge Wl uchopol . nd •
le.der of Bleck Women Unite
commented on the deethl of
lbout 4 B w hite IChool c hild,,,n in
' bul accident st Weltde",, ; " If it
w... socce' rmltch 1 would sey
it• • d " ....f..

• ThoIlttstegy. ssid an AHe 01·
ficisl. is not yel to s tt""'4lt • msS$
..-ming of the people . ' "The degree
of popul., . nger is 10 high" . he
explsined, " thet if you .rmed the
peoplll indiscrimina tely .nd they
took to the . t,eet l to s yenge mono
th. of deily repre ssion. you w ould
cres te S F,enkenltein. bec.use
until ou' movement i. unbenned,
w . w ill nOl have all the fl c ilities
for sufficien t poIitic.1 educstion."

_ G~9110185

So much lor "" ysnguMd~
ship 0 1 lire tnldUs l
• " Ws . the Pl'P. ha... got to push

lhe gove<"nrMnt in t he direction of
ciyjli. ed y. lues s nd Weste,n
thinking ..• IP..ks menU i. the in
. li1ut ior'l w hich ....ill u1timststy \Jiye
fr. nchi. e , ights to blsek. ...

_ H. len Suzmsn in conye,. st ion
w ith Hugh Murr. y Leadership

Vol. 5 No.1 , 19 8 6 et 3 4 .

More ciyilised YllhMlllIfI(/ W"s tem
thinking w iN kiN us ,
• " Yes. 1 be lieve COSATU i••
socialilt OIg. nis.elior'l and 1 w ould
kks to see • lOCi.ht . t.le in
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Soul" AfnCI . I ape. 1t of .ocialism
IS p'I C1ll l1d by !he Labou, Perty in
Engl.nd. Thi. country illn e crisis
becsuae of capitali.".. if we .t
....1 N tionlllis.ed the big fi .......
then the governmenl could look.
sit", itl people and the people
could look .lter the fiIOvernment .

" If you ' ead COSATU' I preamble
it corolsins fiye principlel . One of
t l'>em i. non-rsci.liam. I would be
plessed to see South ...fries .un
by whil . , g 'een, bisek, y.llow , it
m.ke l no difference , Thet ii , I
w ould be pleased to l ee bleckl in
yolyed in the .dmini. t,a tion 01 the
country. I fl You, • multi·party
democrscy. I don't wen' • one·
psrty I late. I belieye that i. dic
,. tor.... of the WOII I kind.

••... 1 ~.'i.... in thr.. 10 four '1'_1
the South Africsn go.e,,_nl is
~ 10 CClMapse. Ths majority of
....t'oiI•• seem to be sicIr. and tired
of the N.tionltl Perty sod some ..e
beginning to S1Iy: ·PIe... ail dow n
w il h the b leck pe o ple . nd
negoti. llJ.' Thi. il w hy Iny three
to tour maybe five ye.r. before
the gOIl. roment coll. p.". ...

- Elij.h Ba.syi. President of
COSATU in COOy."••lion ....ith

Philip y. n Niekeril h MMrship
19 86 Vol. 5 No. 1 at 82 .

Do" ' , you ma.n b ourglois
dt#i .iOCI"IOCV'
• " School_ ere I sit e of Itn.tggIe .
We mult not .....-endet thil s 'e.
10 lhot .nenty without • fight. If
we boycon indefinitely , ..... ·11 be
giving IhtI school. which belong
to UI IO the e""my : '

- Arise Vukanil
Vol. 1 No . 6 , March 1986

Did ..." miss somflrhInfJ -
when did _ gIfin o wrtelShip 0 1

tM schools'
• (A ll SO.... . IO o n 21·28
Seplember 1986. . ..toIution re
jecting necklecing .. bsrblotic: and
counte , 'e yo lUl io n a,y ....1.
adopled.

- "'''-sa Vuleenif
Vol. 2 No . 1 J IOU.ry 19 8 7

Who slJrs mor.1 Sf.ndll,ds l o r the
'syotution l
• " In South AI,ice the black
educ. t ion g. p w•• beginning 10
.....ow . Neye, mind thott for ye•••
people hsye been screeming that
the eduutiotl i. inferior 10 th. 1 of
lhe w hite• .••



" Th. l.ct 01 th . m.tt., il . inf. , io ,
•• it i• • the bl.ck, w ho took ad
vl nllg' 01 it h. v. not burnt t.....i'
C8rtil icet.. . nd lo lded t i•••m.
in d.speir. Nor do w t m IS

gene•• •, 01 the ' Iibe.etion·now ·
lIOd ·educetion-leter · inl . ntry .

" In . t . ad. I .....y hev. csrried thei.
.....ad. high. USing bled< sducshon
IS • .....nching ps<l t o scquir.
mor• . W. he.... them •• doctor• •
lawver. end scient i. t. - both in
side end outside the coun try ...

.... . lil t ia .... t ional su;cide t o deny
youth ~tion, hence the divi
sion• • nd ki• • w.·.. u pe;'ioenc
ing."

_ Nomsvende Mllhi. ne " The
gathering T.sge<ly" in Frenum.

Vol. 8 No . 5 Septembe. ·October
1986et1 2 .

"Li~.et i on w it ho u t edUCllt io n
illl"t going to be 01 much use to
. nyo n. : '

He l. n Suz m. n in converSlltion
with Hugh MUlflly lHders hip

Vol. 5 No , 1 at 40 ,

Surely lib. fltion sduc. ru.
• " It i. lim. tha t o.d inary, caring
citiz.n. decid. d t o be more lor
thright in th.i. c.itic ism 01 whet is
happening in lhei. n. me .nd
vigorously ~rition«l t he various
community I nd n.tion. 1 Ieeder.
to put • SlOP 10 the cl\eo. belor. iI
~ 100 la t. , belor. lheir c hildt....
become t he hopeleu Io.t genera -
tion ."

_ Settle Coops<• • • ·PI'. sid. n l of
A2APO in " The Beirut Opt ion:

Whet sort 01 me<lnen i. Ih is? "
Front... SepI...-.ber"·October ' 8 6

Vol. 8 "kI. 1 et 4 1.

AI t he htoight o f t he f.eedom
.1O\Iggle in South Atries. the p.esi
dent of the Ala n isn People 's
O.g.ni..tion ...igns f.om me
powerfu l b lac k ccesctecseess
org.niSltion 10 Ilk. u p I $ludy
I/rant in Ame. ice .

_ l Nd". 24/ 1018 6

• " W. m uSl h.lp to I.e. Our
wo m. n ."

_ NOlvili. AIOl••n der It the
CCAWUS A AGM. 2 1st

SeptOlmbe' \ 986 . Ari• ., V,,*,," iI
Vol , 2 No , 1 J anu..v 198 7 .

BI.,ck women can 'r• • Ihamselvll's
""ithout yOUI' h.,Ip, th.,nlt. YOU. sir.

• GI..b S laru.hen ko ,' m.mber of
t h.. Soviet Aced..my o f Sci.nces ,
....kOl. p.o posals in I •• port t o the
S Ol c o nd Sovi. t ·Ah ic.n Con
I",..nce on Pe e<:e , Co-operation
and Socia l Pl'0Q.... which come
close 10 the view, of P .W . Bolha
. nd hi. 8dv~s:

1. nol to encourage lhe na
hon.hH nan of eepillb. 1 pro
pe<ty .. .... ind,.pens.eOla c0n

d it ion ;
2 . tha ANC mu.t ork out com-

pr.""'......~ I.... lor the
....hit. peops ;

3 . p.n;.ment shoulcI consist of
t ....o ct\ernob&r' - _ lormed
on the bas;. of propnrtionel
,epre_.lion . nd the othe'
POS.......ng the right o f veto on
I..... bas;. o f eq..... re p'Ol...,ntl
lion for .11 four mljor .eci. 1
cornmu....tie.;

4 , I h . post ·.p." h .. id . t n.
. hould !ek. lhe fOf1'T1 01 I
u n its. y . y . t .. m wit h
a u lonomou. com pon.""";

5 . the peac. lu l ' eso lut ion 01 Ca n·
Hict m.y be . ...pedited by
,• • o ' t in g 10 const il u l io na l
gu... nIOles .

- Colin L.gum " Ruu ia n ecbces
N. t thoug hl" Sund.~ St..R.vie""

2 511/87 .

• " IDASA is not competing .... Ith
....y ..i.ling democralic org.nise·
lion or mov.men l , It does not
mobi~z. for .uppon or prOt..st . It
i• • fSCihlltlng in.tltu lion."

- ,(U SA Eut.m Caps
~t;"as M. y 1 987 page 2 .

y. ... ir '" f .,;ilitating. _nitr"
bat' . yall
• " Just imegine whel ....i. hep
pen if ell t he .... 11 in lhe Hou", of
~II" Ind l he House of
Repr.....telivt. " 1 I....., ern<' by
UDf psople . WI wi. then in
t .oduce t he f .eedom ChIlrter . nd
conHQl,lent ly brll'lg sOoul our ga.i
o f I f.... non'rscial , u nited and
d<lmocra lic society for a A Soulh
AI' ic. n . ...

- A' chiba ld J acob GUmede ,
Presid..n l of Iha UOf, South

J u ly 9 ·1 4 1987 ,

" 0 '1. 01 1....0 .... 0 '1. ce n ....ke uS
think in le .m. o f p..l ic ipetion in
l utu.. t. ic . me.al . 1.Cl ion• . Either
a t01l1 mi.und.... I. nd ing 01 the
101. of lhe I.i c . m.ral . y. te m cr a
paving of lhe w .y for a d eel c r
,,11·ou t : ·

Dulll h Oms. , Chlli' person of..

the UDF'. W. ster n C.pe Region
in South July 18 -21 1 9 8 7 ,

At NUM'. Cong, .... t he Witwat..·
...nd Region moved t hll the
Union should Ilk• • c l... poli licsl
,"nd. The WIlbenk Region pro
polled ' '1 .mendmenl thet t he
Union shoulcI edopt the Freedom
Charier •• lhe guiding documen l
for lhe st ruggla . Befor. the person
who hsd made the originsl motion
w.' .sl<ed ....hether he sccep led
the amendment or not me Pl'esi·
dent fh orn the chI"l sang pr . i",s
o f the C"""I... . Ther• • h er I sk-
ed w helher the sma 1 ...u
sc:cepllble . The originsl move,
sg.eed . The Viu Pl'esident sang
further pr.iHs of the Chener. He
indiclled IhIlt Nelson Mande l.
....ould be u nheppy jf NUM fl il. t o
adopt t he Ch. rter I nd 1ft. 1 it
would be re.c tiQ:>_ry 10 oppos<!

ill .doplion. H• • 1. 0 . pok. lbout
the m. ......' in whiCh lhose who
rejecl the dOCUmenl had been
" nec kl.ced", The Pre . id. n l noted
Ihll meny peopl. In Ihe meeting
did not kno w whet the freedom
Chert Ol' sey• . He p romi .ed thai a
COpy w ould b. m ed . a va il a ble thOl
fo llowing day . H. p.omised fu ' 
Ihe ' th et Iha Educatio n OOlpart
menl o f the Union would le.ch
the wo ,k ... . bout the documenl .
Peopl. w '" then liked t o vot~ .

R.,.u lt : ' '1~'....helming majority
voted for t he adopt ion of I.....
Freedom Che' ter.

_ from . pemphlet i. aued b y the
Al.ni.n Lebour Monitoring G' oup

• ..It w Mrighl lo do wheteve'
you w ted to delsine<l. II long
• • you lfid nol unnec..sariIy ki.
tfte<n. "

_ Officer" in COIN, the N. mibien
count......._goIlICy uni t le.lifying

in the trisl of And. . .. H&it. and
ot her• .

In I n " Irl_ c.w in w hic h four
South Af.ic. n soIdi. .. were ec
C\lHd o f t ortlJring • Namibian to
d.eth. the Soulft Af' ican SlIte
Pl'esid. nt int8lVef'l&d 10 pr. venl •
Iri.I, on the ground. lhet the
.oId'Ol" ' Olspon. ible had ected "in
good fa ith" .

- Am_sty 1"'''",. tio" . 1
N.""slatte. J u ly 19 8 7 at 8 .

00 YOU HA VE SOMETHING
FOR THE RECORD}

I'tEASE DROP US A UNEI
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m omCATION

This i8S.... k cWdlca ' H 10 Comrade Sonw. bo ·P.pn~ Ng...Ie, 1985-86 1kg.......1 Cha irponon o f AlAf'O (Easlft11
C".,.,). Com....... Ng....Ie .......... as foU" 10 f ro"k Talk <WI 7 J .."" 19 85 ..bout lhe AZAPO-UOf ca.. ,,":

"nw gr...-lty oi l'" ""'''''lion can _ rKOnHd ...-llh .. Pft'riI but can only be uncWnl00d ........~ live in consI_
f... . of bftng ..._IH. II tan 0flIy tw IIncWnlood lakes inlo .ccounl lhot Ion of lif.. a nd pl"OJl'fTfY
iKCOfI'I~ I"" ....... \1, 1 '- ""tt for you a nd I '- 10 mMe II NlCl'ioc.s of .. II ' hoM ..ho ....id 1.... ........- priu 10
_ AZAPO "''''''''109 .-1 ,Ie.·

" DEATH TO TH E NATlONAL CO NFlJSIO !\l M OVEM ENT!!!"

On 5 Aug... t 1986, Com I\iglLaIe;o.;n...t It.. , a nk. of IhoM ..1'>o paid tNll prnne priu. ""."lle the c1rcumMancn
of hk ,s.,.lh aTe .. m.d 1• .,.. on OUt Imp<'rial llmn. In hk d nlh he boeq aIM ..~ 10 1M 1Mng: ... ohouId
n n 'rl" do 10 O<I~ 1 ttw .......my .._ lot do 10 ... . o.alh 10 lhe )1;. 1.......1Conha.iofl Mowom.ml!!!

FRAI\'K TALK k an ann..al journal published by 1M FRA/liK TAlK m ITORIAL COU£CTlVE ( "t"" EC").

is open to a llt~ on , .... same ..ide o f the ' a mparts against WIlier coloniall"m. Impo'rialis m and ",,,elton
end ..01>0 ."" comm lt tPd 10 lhe realisation o f an ....Uracil.t . socialist Azania .

Res t of Africa (Surfac.. Mail):
Ind ividua ls : RI 5 ,OO
Organisations, Institut ions , Ubrarie..: R25 ,OO
Donor Subscript ions : Rl OO.OO
Sustain ing s ubscriptions:

Per monlh~ ag""em...nt ...,lt h th.. EC's Inle...al
Sec.....tary.

Overseas (Surface Ma il):
Individua ls : R2 0 ,OO
Organisations , Instltullons . Ubra ries : R4 0 ,OO
Donor S ubscr iptio ns : R200.00

p romi_ .. to be l he most ruth less dissector o f the records of the Aunian people lind their s t ruggle for
lilwra t>on.

is a forum for the e..change of " iews a mongst tm. oppr..sSPd peo p lo> in Azania .

mak..s knOl.itl the "Iews of the o p pressed a nd .... plo it..d o n matters a ffect ing tho>m In Alanla .

co ntri bute s to th... d...velop.....nt of th.. BlACK CONSCIOUSNESS (DC) ide ology In Alania .

evaluates ""I..van t philosophical approacho>s to Sou th Africa 's p roblems.

g ives c ritical s upport to tm. struggle s of the o p p re n ..d and the e" plo it...d all c ver th... world ,

""quir" your act lv....u p port . PI...a se ,...nd no>Wspaper d ippings, maga",ines , perlodkals, book.. for ""view,
photographs , graphks, ca rtoons . Ie tt...... a nd h...lp us In o ur funds drivo>.

Copyright EC. The v.......'5 .....presSPd in sigl><"d art ldo>s a r'" thoe o f the contributo.... and do not nec...ssari~
.....present the EC·.. "i<"w5. All eo.....s ...........nc ... to :

TIlE INTERNAL SECRETARY

FRANK TALK
PO BOX 19360

OOR.\{ERTON
4015
SOUTH AFRICA
Printed by: f\ngn'prinl Co-Operal lW! T..k photw (0 211 59 1-29 4 1

All am.:ol1l in thn ksu.. and makO!"-Up un'"-s oeM ""i..... indlaoled by N.,.vilk Kl<"inlwns (C.pe T.-T1)

SUBSCRIPTlONS:
South Africa.:

Ind ividuals : RI O,OO
Organisations, Inslltut ions , Ubra ries : R20 ,OO

Donor Subscriptions: RI OO,OO

Make a ll cheq uo>s and poi>ta l o rd...rs payable to : FRANK TALK.
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LEITER fROM TUE PUBLISUER

26 August 1989

Fron k Talk has not appeared since September 198 7 inleTalia due to ...........ft· medi" restrictions. lack of financi<ll support
and lack of co-operation from numerous conlributoT5. This publication , bumper issue though il is. "", only been mede
financi<llly feasible by our comredes in the Fingerprint Co-cperenve.

It is because ollhe very real problems that Frank Talk has experienced th" t the EC has agoniNd on the frequency of the
public<ltion and bas decided to publish imIlU3l1y. We are quite sure that. after reading thiS i5SlJe of Fronk Talk, you wi ll
agree that the publication is worth the wait!

The EC h"s been gr"tified by the tremendous response to the ,",51 issue in the form of letters to OUr "Frankly Speilking"
column. Keep those letters rolling in - o.w enjoy the feedback'

The response to OUr request lor financial aid was less than <:M.'rwhelming Comr3des. we depend on you to keep the
public<ltion alive, WI,' believe that you agre<l th<lt it is worth~ping alive.
Flowing from the last Letter we wrote to you l l2 Septembe r 1987), we wish to report tm.t Comrede Patrick Moodly, OUr
Resources Director , socceeded in his claim fo r damages against \/10k as a result of his unlawful arrest and de tention . Our
argument for the unbann ing of AZ<:! nion Focus Volume 1 Number 5 was less successful. howevero it was rejected by the
Publications Appeal Board,

We ere writing to youon N" mib" Day. " <:lay commemor"ted by Narrubtens ever since the buria l of Chief Silmuel M" m.rero
- who led the Herero people during the Banle of Hamakari ag<linst the German coloni" lists - on 26 August 1923. By
sheer historical co ico crce . the first anned encounter belw<:'en SWAPO and the South Alric.m cclomaltsts took place at
Omgulumbashe on Namibia Day 1%6,

On 30 .k!n\.l(\n,i 19 76 (Resolution 385) and 29 September 1978 (Resolution 435), the UN adopted " ne<Xoloniill recipe
lo r the "resolution" of the N<lmibian problem. This was " mplified by the "Principles concerning the Constituent Assembly
and the Constitution of an Inde pende nt N" mibi<l" adopted on 12 July 1982 "nd the "Agreement on the Electoral System"
3dopted on 29 November 1985 . The 1982 agreement provides th"t "the priman,i responsibility for mainta ining law and
order in Namibia during the transition period shall rest with the existing police forces." The Resolutions and agreements
are notoriously silent about the murderous SWATFand Koevoet forces, the status of Walvis Bay and South Africa's economic
domination of Namibi<l .

ln early 1981 a secret meeting was held between US Assistant Secre tan,i of State for African Af!"ir.;, Dr Oleste r Crocker
" nd South Africa's fore ign minis ter , Pik Bothe together with its defence minis ter , Magnus Malan. A US government
"Memorandum of Conversation" was leaked to an anti-apartheid o rganisation a short while late r.

It reads;

'T o p US priori ty is to stop Soviet encroachment in Africa. US w" nts to WQl'k with SAG (South African
Government), oot ability to deel with Soviet presence severely impeded by Namibia . .."

'"Crocker addressed Borha's fears and concerns by first accepting the premise tm.t Soviet domination is the
danger. But US believes best way to avoid that danger is to gel Na mibi<l issue behind us. As long es issue subsists,
Wi! cannot reach a situation where US can engage with South Africa in security framework. [f Namibia continues ,
it will o pen south/central Africa to the Soviets. Simmering conflic t in Namibia is not acceptable. The ideas US
has in mind don 't include Sovie ts in Windhoek. We believe Wi! can get the Soviets out of Angola , and provide
a guar"ntee of security whether Nujoma wins or not."

Between October 1987 "nd June 1988. Africa witnessed the fiercest corwentiQT\(lI battles fough t on her soil since Erwin
Rommel was defeated at EI Arnien.

During August 1987, MPIJI. forces l"lIDChed a m"jor "ssault "9"inst the city of Maving" , a UNITA stronghold. Only a
massive intervention by SADF saved UNITA The MPLA forces re tre" ted to Cuac Cua""'vale When SADF and UNITA
launched a major assault on Cunc. Cuban forces intervened to save the MPLA from defeat. The a ttack on Cuec Cuenevale
developed into" long siege, But SADF lost the battle and. for the first time ever, reported korge number.; of casualties
among its white troops. SADF was in such a desperate position that State President P W Bothe had to fly to the war zone
when ilS operational command broke down, The mystique of white superiority, inte.-woven as II is with South Africa 's
fetishism with Wi!" pons, received a crosh ing contemporan,i defeat.

In MdY 1988 a Soviet diplomat stationed in Angoko said 'We want to clean house. In the area of regional conflicts, Wi! are
in favour of political solutions," On 15 November 1988 , South African , Angolan and Cuban olliciills meeting in Geneva
reached agreement on the cond itions for the withdrilW,,1of Cuban sokJ iers from Namibi" in the "Principles lor a Peaceful
Settlement in Sooth-western Africa". The people of N" mibia were excluded from agreements reached about their future.

Soviet moves in Angola and Namibi<l " re part of the overall political and militan,i adjustments that Gorbecbev has been
)lU5hing inte r"",tio"",lly. This does rio t mean that the Soviets a re pulling out of all the drawn-<lUt conflicts they are involved
in. Rather. they are hying to "clean house" in Angola "nd make a few t(ICtica! adjustments in o rder to strengthen their ability
to contend with the rival Weste rn empire,
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For South Africa and the USA . Ma vinga and Cuito Cuanavale also highlighted Napoleon 'swaming, "One can do anything
with bayonets but sit On them." Erich Leistner in a P"!X'r presented a t the Hanns·Seidel·$tiftung on the tcpc "Namibia
betv.een the need lor development and independeoc,," (28·30 November 1988) ""mes some of these considera tions,
• a growing restiveness among white South Alricans about the lengthening casualty lists fro m a distant war;

• the costs of the oonflk t in Namibia at a time when fiscal conSlra ints are imposing an ever·mounting burden on the South
African publk;
the South African Air Force 's loss of air su!X'riorily coer Angola;

the indkations t.....t the interim government of Namibia woukl probably no! win the politkal light against SWAPO;

the appr<-:hing end of the Reagan Adm inistration in the USA . and the prospects o f tighter sanctions under any posIlibie
soccessor: and
the Sovie t Union's declared desire to settle regional conflicts through negotia tions

The US/South African ffi1Inoouvres are based on an attempt to take advantage o f the Soviet Union 's adjustments in order
10 push Western interests forward. They are giving noth ing away in adopting the UN Plan; even il SWAPO manages to
get a two th irds majority. Namibia will remain unde r finn Western control.
II is o nly/he masses of people united in octio n a nd clea r on Ihe ir gool of crealing a world wilhou/ oppression and
exp loitalion who (on change Ihe d irec tion of history, who co n rise abo"" imperlollst ''dealsn and nnegot iated
settlements" 10 real f reedom'
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EDITORIAL

Ii ·; 1' \

.1 '. ., 'l' l i , ~ ·l.. , .. ' , .,. - ' -"'"

. '1
Durban March , 22 September 1989

""- if. ,-,,\;
Jay Noidoo, Sep 'ember 1989

rrid"y 22 September 1989 A
.-- crooM:! of some 20 000 people
marched through the streets of Dur
ban and COflVl'rged on tho! City HaU
Amongst the IT\1Iny flags. P"'c"rds and
bannersdisplayed. one could not miss
the backdrop when Jay Nadco. the
Secretary Ge neral of COSATU ex·
horted pl!Ople to imbibe the new spirit
of glasnost thai ·Comrade" Gor
eechev has beqJealhed to humanity,
Unfurled there was e fug displaying
the green. back and gold ottbe ANC
and yet another flag which stood
proud ly yet silently. a flag whO'><!
simple rressese spejs dedth to the
forces 01 reaction. With a gold beck
ground and a five pointed red slar. 1m.
words "REVOLlITJON - mE HOPE
OF THE HOPELESS" were embkl
zoned in bI.lck Needless 10 say. this
flag emanated from the BCM

The "marches to freedom" mark the
debet of the new South Alric1ln Slate
Pr,", ident, F W de K1erk Somewhere
amongst the flowers being handed
OUI by the JXllice force during tho!
Johannesburg march l15 September
1989). people began to forget that

the occasion for the initidl ITIdrch in
Cape Town (1 3 September 1989)
was the cold-blooded murder of an
unknown tally of Al<Inians on 6 Sep
tembe, 1989 But it was not long
before F W de Klerk b ro ug ht
e"" fYOne back to reality - ....ith a jolt'
At Pr..to ria on 23 Sept..mber 1989 .
the fascist AWB he1d a rally cM nting
slogans such as "' l iang Mandeia'" and
responded to a call to attack 'ba
boons" ie Biack onlookers , lnsteoo of
any action being tdlwn dgainst the
AWB . hundreds 01 Black ectwets
were ar rested and a ITIdrch to; Biack
wo men to tire Union Building was
abor1 ed to; the polic..

Buzzwords like ""negotia tions". "' rec·
oncil ia tion". "justice". "d idklgue"' . "mi·
nority righ ts". "gudrdntees" end
' peace" abound in occupied Azdnia
today - as also in occupied Pal..stine
and occupied Eritrea These buzz
words ere uttered to; agents of the rul
ing ciass. yetth..y atlempt to abseure
the simple truth that Azania was lost
ON TH E BATTLEFIELD and to di
vert our struggle in the di'e<:tion that
Chissano fnow President of Mozam·

bique) announc..d that it belonged al
the time the NkolTldli Accords were
signed - the dnectton of civil rights.

At a ITIdssive 'V iva Namibia" R311y
he1d on Ndmibia [My. 1989 {YMCA.
Durbilnl Dr Aubrey Mokoa pe ga.....
h is working definitia n 01 "negotiatied
settle"",nt" viz ""to tie the oppressed
people in kno ts until we dan't know
whether we ar.. coming ar going_" He
..mphasized tM t ta lk 01 negotiated
seUIem e nls only st a rts whe n
"' people's power is rising".

Mokoape said tha t while good lead.. r
ship is necessary. J..ad.. rship must a t
a ll ti"",s be accountable Thus "if a
leader ITId kes an about tum . Ire turns
alon.. ," The two basic t..n<'lS far real
struggle ar.. to 'banish Iear" and to
"Ieam what the other side is doing"'.

While lire OAU, tire UN and tire
Frontline Sta tes are quite free to give
advice to the lib<'ration movement in
ALania . they must n<'V<'r be allowed
to "dietd!e to us about our struggle ."

In defining under what conditions it
mighr be poss ibte to ta lk to an
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enemy. Moko<l~ .pelt them out '"
lolows;

I . the rnoraIe of the enemy rTU5l

be at a low E'bb with no moIiw--

tion ontheir p.:>rt to continue the
fight.

2 there musl be §ignific4nl divi
'§ions in the ranb of the enemy
(vmik> there are superldal diI/i.
sKlns betwero the Hl"P. AWB.
CP. NP and OP."on<> pities the
poor white vole r" beceu... a ll
these groupirlgS- are 10 the · right
01 cenITe· . irdHd ·on tN! outer
h.lIf 01 the right~1.

3, the «OTlOlTIY musl be colLtpsing
or must MW coILt psed.

4 the enemy's warmachinefymusl..""""'"".
5 the enemy musl be~ to

gowm in certem §ignilicanl poe
tions of thoe land which constitute
"libo-ra ted zones" o r "no go areas"

""6 , The iniIiatiw TrUSt rest decisiwdy
with the OJlIlIe~ people .

Simi"""",. Mokoa~ defined the ob
joIdiw conditions which musl .-xis!
amongst tN oppressed peoploe '"
wei.n- inCu,1e':

1, the people must be highly or ·
9ani11'<l . politici zed and con
scennzed such It\il.t they are able
to oper/lte as single unils.

2 . the re m uM be /I signihc /ln l
IIIl"IOUIl! of unity amongst the op
pr~o;ed people such that they
Can (IoCt with purpose and ect
together. Wor!I must be dorw
now to pr""","llhe lTiblll5Chisms
and ~-ir'de,peIOO oce Ira tricide
of len..... lr- and

3. there must be a unifil'd and mill
tant political agenda which is
fully publicized /lnd _ D-knou.Ti
No pulSJ!O()(ing set 01 demands
TrUSt be a'm·oed

MokoIIpe garnered two vilal Ieswi is

from the Namibian .-xperienCe: ooe
is the determination of the masses to
W<'l9" Irlrelenting stfU39le while the

•

other is tl\il.1 tN imperialisls will do
their utmost 10 muddleup tN path to
ger'IUine liberation.

We in Fron lr Ta llr wish 10 add that
the posi lion of the BCM on Itw Na·
none! C o nve n tio n is well do
ClIIIIl'flted. having been re·asses.Ioe<f
/liter the signing oliN! N1<omab Ac·
cords . {see Nationol Forum July
19841The anginal AZAPO po5llion
(arrived al in 19M ) waS je1IiSOTlO'd /It

the 1984 Edendale Conference In·
teres ti ngly enough . the 1<) 80
A ZAPO posi tion was e"gerly
snatched up by tN! Charterist Moo,oe
nwnI and barTrog tN! demand lor the
re turn 01 .,a occupied KliI. • w....
~pled by them.

We /liso wish to Pace it on record thdt
_ do no! accept tN! righl 01 any
cornponenI 01 the liberalion r"I'O(lW

men! 10 ilTTog,ate to .wI! the tnle 01
the sole IITld _ hmlic " mM& demo
creuc mowme-nL"

Having "",id this. _ commend the
BCM lor participa ling beth in lhe
~ marches arid in other iniIlil '
ti'R!.. Some WiIU..ws do no! ~k.e to
<!weD on dlfhcultin. lhey preler lhe
luxury of ·annchairology" lhinly dis
guiwd;,s a policy 01-non-wiLtbor<l'
ncn" and "non· rec:ognition- . Bul
dilhcdtin ilIe lacts ...... ITlU!lI recog
n iZe ddliculrin. III'IaIyze them arid
cornt>.tt them There are few straight
nwIs in the world . _ must b<> pre 
pared to follow a reed which twisls
/lnd turns and not get lhings on the
che" p. It must no( be imIIgined tMt
one gIoOOus morning al the r...action·
~ ..... go doIom on thrir I<.r>eft 01
the.. own ecccrd. By unrting WIIh the
people in a cornmon effort. _ can
certainly overcome all d ifficulties and
win viclory ,

The greatE'Sl danger lor a rewlution
"'Y """"-"'TIO!"t - which was YiVdy
iIlustr/lted by lhe 1984 Rdnd RewII
in Aumia - is the failure 10 grasp and
even recognize lhat a revolut~ry

situation is developing or has de
wlopo-d . lenin 's statement is st. the
be«on in thts r..garo. A r~ionar,I

siluat ion ex ists. remarked Lenin.

""'"I the masse. o f people are unable
arid unwiRing 10 go 0Tl living in

Dr. Aubo"ev MoIroope

lhe same old way .

2 the ruhng cLt,...s find lhem....lws
ul\il.ble to 9" on ruling in the
""me old way ad

3 there is /I lJO"9""'rd with the
ablbry. IIo,lh tN! progr.mwne . wtIh
the lies with lhema~ and with
the organisational as well as the
ideological basis for mak ing rev
olutiorl .

Wh" t A1ania IS p'esenlly going
IhTough is inlense imperialist mao
1lOl'I.IWfing. The article by Jell Duma
Baqwa entitled '"Cont<linmenl 01the'
Az.an ian Revo/u1ion- (1'9 1S1..xJlO!"!S
the grand scheme behind the pr0mo
tion 01 the · r>egotialed sen\ernenl:
idea Our ""For lhe Re<;ord" column
brings you two documenlS. lhe one
being lhe AZACCO Open Lel1 l'T to
the "Congress of the P('ople" caned
by COSATU. while the other is lhe
spe«h the BCM intended 10 deliwr
at tN! Workers' Sunmd IIotueh was
rE'Slricled by Pretcoa 126 Aug. I<Jg<}j.

On 3 February 1<)R5. Cily Pr"",.
qooted an ANC · ,JOkesperron as
saying 'W e howe • 'ways been pre-'
pared to l<IIk. Ou;- .....-.grlO?SS to I/llk
is hl'ilory ilSO"ll . We only resceeed 10
the armed stnoggle because ...... had
nobody 10 ta lk 10 .· The hoopla abou1
the re k>ase 01ANC polillcal prisoners
arid the promotion of F W de Klerk
.... South Africa 's Gorbachev hi rlto
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QUOTE
w~ (1'9 101, G:>molemo Mokae 's
a""lysis of the ant i'llsbestos cern
pllign lpg , 62), Fatimll Mt>er ., outline
of the role of~ 1ndians- with ·
in the oppres.5ed conwT'Ulity, Palric:k
MoodIy', "Welcome to the Shabobr
lIIld very p«MXaI"",~ which
/IIXOf1Ip<V1y...mous PosoIoon P"pen,
on BT lpg. 951.on the Al<Inian~
scenelpg, 85)and on P,," AIncanism
and Be lpg, 89), Our Bookshelf col
UrTlr'l is 110 jess prOOlOC4tiw: ..... have
Nyide ' , "n"lysis o f ZANLA a nd
Maoism (pg, % ), Thusi ', ",nalys is o f
Language Pol icy in a Free Aumld lpg ,
104) and M" for"'s views on the new·
look S";,f!ride, (pg 110) On Ian·
9U"9'! policy, Noma"'l'Od,., M.lthiane
in Frof1l ll.... Vobne 9 Number I
(Septe mber 1989, bel~s th"t
"Wtwdever the lights and ....-ongs. the
..... is already won. EngDsto ..... be the
tnh5p.Jled /; ngu<> / ronco in South
Afnca, ""'hirI " few joellJS, and """'Y
of us m.JY stil I« tho! day whom it
I:>econws the home Iangwge of most
of the population." (pg 9J

A treat fo r our readers is the Inoole
to Mdrtyr Peler Gabriel Tcsh. Peter
showed US Ih<lt there is lTlOYlmlIml
forw" rd , but every s te p requires
negotiating a minefield of contradic
t iom Peter 's p referred mode 0/
transpol1ation was r"ther preaonous
-a tal o.ri:yde' Peter rode it expertly
- on st.ge. down hotel coo I idol s lind
~boit:¥s.

Abo::we all, Peter t.Jught .. that daring
- the daring to seiN the future out of
the most tumultous and ""'<'TlChing
<;ond ilions - must 1I1ways be OUr
credo, •

The~ of unrest in lhe Vkr"ine.
Azerbll ijan , La lvia , N~rno·K.l

rebakh , A rmeni<l. lithU<ln ia, MoIdII 
via, u toni ll "nd Uzbekislan amongst
n th.." underline Russian chauvin ism
lind domlnlllion OVer the Soviet
Union.md put P"!"resl rolk" ;'110 lITe
Vl!T'§ibIe crisis.

Our~ -61«1< Solidarity lor /I

Soo;Wi§l Az<InW, - "" ImrociJction
proyol<.ed inIense debIIte , iI$ is evideN
from OU" Wtt"" cobm lIIld from
Nkn.-nlIh', "Rejoi"der to Rodney-.
We~ p1e(l5lJl"e in~ Will
ter Rodney's piece~rxism in Afn'
Cll" and /I refurbished version of
Im rann MOOS(I 's speech "One BII5e,
Two Supe"tnJctureS. Bolh articles
seem to be underglrded by the belief
th<lt 'There is 110 sociahMn aft..r Iibe·
reuce . sOci"lism is the p rocess
through which liberation is lI<o'0II" in
Siuanand.sn·s ""unling phrltSoe .

We areOPflaln. that you .... 1IqI"H that
this Issue contains"~ trell5Un!
trv.oe of ideas which ought to lueI
debIIle lor some lime to corJIill' . There
is Rolwrt FaRon's Grarnsci.an analysis
of the pre· 1977 BCM (pg 391. Sipho
Buthelezf S argumeTll that Rnolution
4 35 gU<lrantees IM t N"mibill will reo
rnain a colony 01 South Afrlcll and lhe

Conslabl.. DaVid 80,110, Johann..sbu rg

.1o fubn_oIthe __~
t' e· " - __ .-v- boI our aedo.

Of course, the "new polllk e1 th ink·
ing " In the Soviet Union b IheI!
Lenin', e1lIssiflcation ol ,.....m for na
IIonaI liberll lioo M ')usl wan " was
·",;.Ie -ling" in the words01 DrVlCtor
Kr"""l'nyuk. section head of thO'
USSR Acadm1y 01 Scie, lCO" ktrtute
oIlhe US rod Canada. Soviet policy
now c~tr"tes OIl Easlem Eu
l'OpO!"s Inlegii,rion into Western Eu
rope 10 lonn ~our00i 1"101' &.opeMl
home" excerding hun the "Atlantic
10 the Ural Mountains."

Challenging this pan·Europeanism .
Pooro Hospltal of Angola wrote as
folloYJs to the Soviet rMgaline New
T imes: 'Why is it that the~ of
&.ope - 'from the Atlantic: to the
Urals"- get!. most of ycu anenllon?
What abouI ee rest 01 dw wonP
Ooesn 'I ll elIisl: at III? Or is • th.ll the
need for WClriy in Asia. Afnca and
Lmn An.rb is 10m INn in Europe?
I do not thnt thai Ihe ..~ in
the:w iegiol b is IIIl'J bH!n". Who. lor
e><aITlJX, suff~ and dies in the Iran
JrilCl Wll,?Thecitizen'5 of NATO or the
Wllr50Nl P /lCl COU'llries? 8<J: people
are being kiBed there . Or donn 't the
Wllr ind\lsIJ1l of racist South Africll o r
Brazil pl/Jy llny role " I ..n in the baIllnce

dw gener.x project ofconlllil .,w, d of............
Talking aboutGorbachev. Ma~'5

llrticle "Gorbachev - Soul of Capital
Personified" oon~irl$ many Intern
ling Insights and is Pilrtku!<orly note
worthy lor ils analysis o f the Soviet
Union lIS. sodai-impeti4lisl country,
It (XllT'lI!S IlS no 9.Jrflrise lhal 51""""
Frier:Im¥l -.l MorlIy Narsoo report
in A Nftp Mood in Mo«ouI: Soowr
Alliludn 10 Soud, Aj lico ISAIRR:
19891 ltwd Scwiet pokir$~
Pretorla "_ OO Jongo.rcaslln !iion!'"

illS "Moscow would suppon 4 setlle
rne.- which did not instal II soclaIist
gow'fI " lerll, and which might WO'!I
include guarantees for minorities",
(r9 26f)

•



by Sipho Buthelezi

In ............... 1904 . proIIOl<.ed by the
continuing ""propn<'llion of lhe;r land
- tho> pnncipal me<'lOS 01 producIion
- the t-krero row <'I9"1n5l German
coloniahsm. Lacking 'ioOphistiC4ted
and modem we<'lpon1'Y and unable to
mow quickly beceese of lhelr large
herds 01 cattle . the N"mloon'!> were
de fe<'l ted and driven eastwards Into
the """,terles'!> KQillagadi oo....rt .
In Augu'!>l. the Nama . who !iwd
mainly in the loOUth of lhe country.
joined the <'Inli~olonidl WilTunder the

GENOCIDE

By 1903, more than half
the he rd, p rellio u'!>ly
o ....n..d by Ihe Here m
people• ..Alo Iiwd in the
«ntrlll ar_ 01~
htd~ inlo the h.lncIs
oI lhe !loI.'tI1en.. Many Afri

carIS. whow tradit ionolll rne¥lS 01 pro
~ otnl~ hod beoen n.JIh.
Insly U1 o ",..i..ed. owre forced 10
take up wage Iaboo. for the ooIonisIs.
usuaJIy on a temporary or migfanl.....

II" IICNCA) -.II • __
" , " . ~.....• ,"11_ 435 -et

, G' .tal "o/s-.,,.

"The d«isKJl. '0colonise in SoW>em
Afrie" means noching elw than that
the nallW tribes must withdraw from
the a..k on which they haw p1!S

lured their unle and so let the white
m.m pasture his U tile on these seIf·
SlIme lands If the moral right'!>01 thi'!>
~ndpoinlare questioned the answer
i'!> that lor people of the cultural st" nd·
"rd 01 the Southern Afric<ln reuces .
the loss of the ir natural barbarism and
the deve lopment ola class 01workers
in the servce of end dependent on
whites is above <'III a law 01survill,,101
the highest orde r.'

The CM!'I'aD S1rategy 01 the Gertn.ln
cobni.sl reginw ....ll!l to reprodu::e
~ '!olXWly In Afnca by cr.....ting
a colony 01 Europe"" !loI.'tI1emenl.
P.>uI Rohrb<och. chairpM'SOO 01 the
Settlement In Comrntssion, spell out
with bn.caI fr"""'- its mplicatiorts
for the Namibian people:

ministration itseII to~ ""~
ing rdt in tn!'aR'lg a cokwliaI ecort

0I'TlY.1n a wnn 01 miliWyaunpaq..
(l890-9611l wi up,,"ne1IIIorIt 01 army
otnl police p:osl'!> throughouI the '!oOlIlh
cn:I ClITllre 01 the country up to the
border of CNamboiand . It seized
""""y possible pretext 10 elCproprlale
land lor '!>elller 'al'TTl$. The eoIonial
loren 01 repression were on h4nd to
enforce """ry hudulent land or trad
ing deal as a motley collection 01
immigrants - subsidiwd ""'!tiers. ex
soldiers, traders and Beers - '!>Y'
phoned the eoonomic lileblood from
the Hereto and N"ma p<'QPIe. In
order to !iI.'1'Vice lis economic and
military objectlws. the Germ<m c0lo
nial administralion built a network of
roads. railw"Yl. N rbourJ and oom
municat~.

The in(lctivily 01 the 'concession '
companies prompted the colonial ad-

HISTomCAL
BACKGROUND

The occupation ofN.smibiaat tbe end
of the 19th century took place /It the
threshold of /I new epoch of monop
oly cllpit"lism. Imperl.1llism. Histori
cally. Germ/ln Imperhl1ism was /I

l<Ite-comer in thl,! scramble for col
onies. For /I considerllble pe1'iod of
time lifter imPl'fall§l GmMny had
fOl1Tlll IIy declared e Protectorate (eu
ptw:mism lor "eolonyl over Namibia
in 1884. Germ.l" copita!is lS d is
played littw Inl<?ffll In the fW\oI/ tern
to"} which their~l had
secwed lor ttwml to exploil: .

AJ. fir;t , the Go-rman im~s Iefl
Namibia O?flIirely in the hooch of II

mOllopdy comp.YI\I. tht ONt!Cho>
KaoniaIgewh:haft .....~Ii
CiI lDKG The [)KG. II joinl: stock
company. was one 01 the eollriy loob
of prtmili\le~11on of capital.
charaetmwd by conquesl . plunder
¥ld d io;p s...won as __ lIS the ex
ploiUltion of the colonized popuI.l.
lion . In the caw 01 Namibia th is
~ concern remained llirtu<dly
in.:octMi' . as did the mulhtude of~
Jatiw' 'cOOCfloSlon' compan~ which
mushroomed in the 1890s when the
imperialist authorities lost poltience
and broko:' thl/' DKG's monopoly.

"... Themassol lhe petty
~ will _long as
possible TmIain hesitant.
UI decided and lNctive.
¥Id thm ... soon as the
iss>.w twas t-n dec:1ded.
will wizo! Yictory lor them·
selues. .... cal upon the~ to
ITWliniliin trllrq.ai!ity and rerum to
their 1olIOfk. will gu.Jlrd b9itinst so
eaIIed~ and bIIr the Proiet4n.lI
from the fruils of victory,· lMARX
AND ENGElS. London. 18501
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leadership 01 Hendrik Wilbooi. By
adopting gUl'Tilla IOClics, a NalTl4
c~ Ufld<,r .Lscob Morengll
_ able 10 continJe fighhng unt U
1906

The GellT"lolln coloni.al authonhn .
delmnined 10 wipe OUI resisW1ce.
n!SOT1t'd 10 g<'noc:id<!. poisoning
_erhole•.-.d~dit

pMced people . Through !iUC:h !Mr.
b.Jric: melhods lhey reduo::ed the
popMuon 01 cen!1al and SOlolhem
Narnibi.1I by morelhan tIo1Ilf ,s....won
wm! JOKed Into prison labour "'fTIPS
00 t...... (()MI . whoor" tIlou5andt mOn,
died. The sceseeee In central MId
southern N"mlbioJ .........e Oev<>st1lted
LegisLotlon ""llS introduced deprMng
Afliu ms of the right 10 0IIJl1 "'nd 01

Cllllie ,

....
, '.. ~ ,
~~... ~ ,

CO LONIAL
EXPLOITAnON

It ne'o'eftheIns took the consider..
resotJKeS 01 German cob,l SIOI in
N.lmibia to 50 ""+'9"1'" the IIe. e ro and
N.vna . and IN densely pap.Aated
north ....... newt"~ bul left
under lhe control 01 independent Af·
ricMl kil9bns. Through economic
coercion. the German colonialists
were llllle to 5eCtI re migrant labour
from thew e-ees Between 1907 and
19 10, the migranl "'bour 100ce stoo:;l
at 6 000
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Migrant workers were kept under
seoerecontrol and lsoIilled In barrack·
like compounds. The exploitation of
their labour pou.ol'r """ mllXimised by
keo>ping wageswry low-jn 19 13 the
"""9l' biI 01 the diamon::! companies
amounted to a mere 2 percent 01 the
......aue 01 dwrodo nW>ed

WorIIer-soo"",,1eI' larms wm! kept in
concibons of W1U11f siIIwTy, They
wm! .-.paid. an:! a so.wy COIll1Jcted
in 19 12 r~ th"t 00 most farms
!he food ra!ioned 10 workers ....".
~t" to sustain them .md their
families. Seulers were Ieg.lJly em
powered 10 ad minister corporal pun
ish......nt to workers, who we,e often
llogged to the point o f death .

In 19 13 lhe olOthorit~s lwgan to set
up 'reserves' on st1Ite~ fa rms in
order to restrict Namlbians 10 small..,eas and lo...,...e II supplyo/ Iabour

By lhe lime lhe irnpenalist "".., 01
1914 to 19 18 broM w . t...... basic
structure 01 wh.sl hasbeoen called the
' llparthe;d system' in Narnibi.1 was
"'''ado; wei established. The basic
features o/tIUs h.arVI~ system
were 10 change~ in lhe loIoWng

""'""'.
SOUTH AFRICAN
INVASIO N, TH E NEW
COLONIAUSTS

In 1915 the South Afric"n colonia l
army invaded Germen Sooth Wesl
Aflica {Namibial at the behesl of Bril
ish imperialism and the tl'fri1ory ""as
placed under the control of a Soulh
Afric.afl mil, t1Iry g<l'o'eITlOf .

Althe Trealy 01 Verwiln in 1919.
lhe coblies 01 dlo/.....ed irnperialist
Germ<1ny ......e placed underlhe....m
onty of BRain. fr aneii' OIlheir aIies.
tn:Ier II rn«td.J1e systemd'il6 ered
by lhe L.!ague of Nat IOnS. -Fili i
IJO'o"'-'fS 01 ...mnstratl(}l'l ¥d legisla·
tion" owr Nilmibi.a . ......e conlerred
on the Bnllsh crown. "lor and 00
behaN 01 tile Union 01 South Nric.a ,"

As Germ<1n impe.....list rule coIli1psed.
Soulh Aflican coIonll ation """s 0p

posed by Namibians, Aflican leaders
sent ......sseqes to the UN detailing

Oppr..ssive conditions "rod demtlrod'
Ing lhal lhelr counlry be granted lis
Independence or placed under loter ·
IWllioMl cootrol, In lhe 1950s IIle
finl Nilmibillo rePi (smlaliYl's were
able to speak 10 the UN.md melll Qes
were~ out of the country by
ArdImba Toiuo j<1 Toiuo and ocher
yo:.u-.g leaders. In 1960 llIone tlw UN
reuiwd 120rnessagesand pe!IIiono.

Tooppose SooJ:h AfricMl~
¥d 10 act.<ance the ceese 101 inde
pendence . Namibians formed II run
t:- of poIilical, cultural and studmt
org.snisahollS, including the Ovambo
land People 's Org<1nls<1lion (O PO).
which In 1960 ""as transformed inlO
a fully fledged ""tiona.llst movemenl .
SWAPO

Membership of OPO grew rapidly
wheo It liIuncl>ed a ca.mpaign agIIlnst
the roe"" b.mlustan aul!iorilin In
Windhoel< there were I ." <'SIS and
boycoIIs agIIinsI !he Icrud r<'fTlOllal
of the African population 10 tlw ghet·
10 lowriships of Kalull.ra , These pr(>

leSIS mel ",,"h lhe ....a th 0 1 lhe
~ policl>. who opened I~ on
d..monst ra tors on 10 December
1959. kiIing alleasr 11 people and

- '"
TH E ROAD TO
ARMED STRUGGLE

This at rocity ""as " turning point In
the Namlhla.n Independence struggle ,
galvanising the peopl.. into a wId..r
unity "rod more mu!ltant aclion In the
face of continued South African re·
pression and lhe Windhoek Massacre
- Nllm ibia 's 'Sharpeville ' - Ih..
1eaders 01 the bberalion movement
hke s..m Nujoma left the country to
prep<sre 101 an armed struggle

Me.......tlile in 1960. in an effon 10
lldd pn!"!>U'e 10 UN derMnds 10 pIaor.
N.ornibOa under its trust'-"'!Ship ..... ils
independence . the ind..pendent
stainof EII>iopi!l and l.iI:>enlllook the
issuo! 01 Namibiila 's indepellde, lU 10
the Inle.....lionaI Court 01 Jus.tice
(lCJ) 10 lhe Hague. Ah er six years of
"rgumentlhe ICJ arrogantly dedered
lhal the two Affican cccntnes had no
legal basis to bring th.. cese 10 It. and
declined to rul.. on th.. issue .

II



The UN General Assembly, streng
thened In lis opposition to coionillHsm
t,., the new membenhtp of douns of
Afrkan aoo Asian slates. a1'1O rli!'"
sp;n.led swiftly to the le I's fa illre to
rooke a ruling. In October 1966 II
passed a resolution term'natlng South
Afrlc:a 's mandate on the gro.n:Is that
it h<od "oIated iI5 proo.Osions t,., impos
ing apanheid repression on the NamI
bian people. To Idninlster Namibi/l.
and to prepare 11 lor nationhood. the
UNGeneral A7 .lljy establishedthe
Comdllor Namibia at its heacIqow·
ters in New York.

., 1969 the UN S<=rtty Coundl
affirmed the termination of South AI
rial's rnomdale and demanded its
~th::bdwal /rom Namibia . In .bw
1971. the ICJ (nllliilned the UN's
direct respo;nsibiIitv lor Namibia, "
aha wnfinned that Souh Alrica's
presence in N¥nibia was iIegaI and
that it was •~ ~iged to end lis ocx:upa
tion of the ccurtry. It stated that UN
member _es shoUd ..&ain /rom
any am I/oo'hidl.~ ImploJ reoJgI Ii
bon of Souh A/tica 's adI, lil oisl. ation
or p a in Namibia.

The Court 's de<:ision pr«ipila ted
rna'i$ resisIa>u inside Namibia. 1ead
ing to a genenII SlIike of oonrrlld
~ at the end of 1971 . and
S1bse<fwnt peasant '4liisillQS In the
north, Thne l1'lilitanl actions~
a new dlapter in the histOO\l of the
Namibian~ stn.oggle .

THE INDEPENDENCE
STRUGGlE

For more than a untury the gallanl
people of Namibia h.¥Je stroggled lor
their independeno;e th rough ~rious

meilIl5' diplomalic: . polllic:.al and mill·
tlllY. lnillallySWAPOand od_com
p::lOef1ts 0/ the liberation rl'IoO'Jement
ooncentrated on diplomatic: pressure
aoo politic:a1 mobili....tlon. but the
armed liberation struggle I0Il11$ laun·
d ....d in 1966 to end South Afrkan
colonial occupation.

The Namibian workers~ the
most s;gnificllnt part in the toostitu'
tion 01 the liberation movement. The
roossive general strike of Namibian
cOtltroct workers. launched In mid·

12

December 1971 . consolidated the
gains of th is period 0/ mass upsurge
and propelled the liberation stnJggIe
IrreYOCllb ly to a new and higher
phase . This period of mass resistance
lrarl5lormed the rbarecter of the libe·
ration mowment In Namibia lrom
sectional and Ioo:alised resistance to
sustained mass action on a national

"""'.
The guerilla struggle eso:aIated rapidly
during the 19 70s. as a redt of the
~. general SlIike and continued
mililani~ and the peasanf

yo:Uh uprisings.1/oo'hidl. weTe a promt
nent feature of the periOO between
1971·2. The trUrtph of the AngoL:tn
rewlirt!on in 1974-Sopened up new
~" ' oililies lor the armed struggle in
Namibia. and the People 's UJeration
Army of Namha lPU\Nl intensified
its military ao:tions in the oorthem
parts of the ccurtry.

The Souh A/rQn reginw: ' espoi lded
with a campaign of terror in the
north, and Ihwsands of NamiJians
lied no Angola. and this in hnl
p' I' 1 the ranb of !'tAN Vasdy
~ by the Souh AIncan
oa:llp1I100n foKes and W"IabIe to es
lablish major bases inside Narnilia.
!'tAN was~ able 10 expllrld

• ils miIitlIfy o:ampllign by using guerilla
ta<:tics an::! through b:aI support
/rom the people who~ food.
information and shelter.

Nall'thE' an •"" f t." South
AIrican~ offia.r.;; in
1984 rtoled thai SWAPO 'bes an in
tensiue rteligellce 9"\Ile.io '9 network
~ the ptDr:.~ the Iv.n
dreds of the !;lEa sIlclp. ltr..... '9 stores!
In o..:.n-bJ and Kau.tgo. <ore n..dued
and keep it informed as to !he ll'lO'R
menI d the searly Ion':es. •

1ncnIa-J support lor SWAPO inside
Namibia in the 19705 and 19805.
when SWAPO openly operated In
side the cOlintry. was paralleled t,.,
glowlng international preMure. with
the UN pressing strongly for N"ml·
bIan Independence. In a pre-emptive
move in September 19 77 Pretoria
Installed an Admlnistrator-Generalln
Wlrxlhoek to supelVise a Pretoria
con tro lled election. 100 Tum halle
Confere....,.. was dissolved. the par·

tidpating grOlip5 forming the Demo
creuc TumhaIle Alilance (DTAl lor
electoral purpoo.es.

By the end 0/ 1978 the DTA ""lIS

Installed in Windhoek, bac:ked t,., the
army. pollo:e and SlJbstantiai funding
t,., capitalist enterprises. It Is th is
ooaIition of re«tionary 10lUS that
the South African regime and Its 1m.
pena1Ist bocken hoped 10 instal as a
ilO!<'HDIoniaI regime In November.
This ooaIitiort has changed its robes
many tirneS sinal then but In nse.a
remains a tool for neo--oolonlaIi. in
Namibia .

NED-COLONIAL
RECIPE

It has """'" ten IlA years lor the UN
to implement Resolulion 435 of
1978. ThIs Seany Courd Rnot".
tion specthed a year ·long indt
pelwa prooosa to be 5UPE' n'ised to;
'"~ntabished UN monIloring
forte kn<Nm as the UN Trallsitiollal
~GrouplUNTAGl . Tha in- I
YOlued a P'OCISS thai is now ....- ,

A ceawfire. the partial de"",*,-"
....lion of South AIncan armed
forces and resuiction to ba..e d
both SWAPOand Souh Afrbn
military foKes ;

The repeal of .n cb:riminalion
and po/itjcaIIy restridM' IegN
t ion. th" release o f political
~ and the relUm of exiles

""' '''''''"'Natiorial " Iections to a Cansti-
tuenl As.sembIy after a umpaig
ning peood.

The l'doption of an independent
constitution.

South Alrioc:an military defeats In An
gola t,., the combined Ion:es 0/ Ang0
la . Cuba and S WAPO {PLAN).
cOlip led with inte rnational press
ures.1ed to a series of talks during
1988 between the Angolan and
South Afril:an govemments, with US
and Cuban partl<:ipation and the pol .
itlcal support o f the SovIet Union .
Under diso:;ussion loll"" the current pre
cess in which the withdrawal of
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Cuban intemlltl<:lrUll!st forces from
the People 's Republic 01 Angola
would loIIow the implementation of
Resoh.JIion 435 and the end 01 South
African llggl'eWon, Agreement 00

these pmelples was reached in N0
vember 1988 .....:I the UN plan for
~ indepe ,den« plocess was
set In motion cbtng 1989.

The COl.......,. .. tJCIoptiol, and im
pIemenation 01 UN Rnoll lion 435
tw ....WId in awdr llllgillll debate
widlin the Ilbmrolkw, m:M!J/II!l'd in
Southern Afriuo. The proletarian
too del ICY in tht lllCJWlnIfll: COIISidel'5
~Cion 435 .. a Il!dpe lor neo
cab ' t ,.inNarnh./Ikoc:oIoniol
Ism con M M fln«l os 0 5]1$~ of
n:anomll;, pollllco/, ldeologiro/,
ju ridical , mflllory, ond Ofher " 10
lions fmr:oc-i by fmprriollsm 011

lhe d~lopjng COUnlrlft (Des) In
o rder 10 kup Ihem within I I>e
f ramework of 1M Inlern al ionol
copttoll" «OIlomfc sYll t"m.

Il ls bnportanllo noIe here tha t the re
is no basic distinctlorl between the
"traditional" aod "l1oI!III' colonialism,
lo r, as In the past SO today the lead
ing role belongs 10 the capltalisl m0

nopolies; thel r bask: strategic goals
remain und\anged; the lmprrkrlls t
" . ploHa lton of Ih" d" lJf' /op ing
counl rles and lhe 1l '9" 10 keep l hem
wilhin lhe world capi ta/isl sy$lem!

The urge 10 l<ftpNamibia withinthe
world capdalisl SljStetll is e'oIidellCed
by <:'Wf\ts which. took place in the
Bnlish impeTia/isI capMI, L..ondoo. in
Jo.-w 1989, Ao:cOidillllto a lDndon
Times report, SWAPO Ie"der Sam
Nu;oma held talks wit h Briti sh
Rloeigt .~ Sir Geoffrey I-Ior.w
in lDndon on 28 Jo.-w. The Times
diplomatic editor Andrew McEwen
WI'OCe: "'Sir Geoffrey and Mr Olris
topher PMlm , the Mirmlll!1' lor0.-.
seas Oew lopillellt , made It dear in
wpcsrate taIkI; tho! BritU'I wants dose
link$ with the Namibian~
he is expected 10 lorm: The re port
continues, "lBrttoinI lIIsohopes Nami
bia wiII;otn the Commonwe~ , and
is ready 10 giw It lSWAPO~m'

ment) development aid wlthoul pre-
conditions ."

As we all know, foreign monopoly
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capllal is the mostlmpor\<lnt weapon
lor subordinating many developIng
countrles 10 Imperlalisl aplollallon,
The e>tport 01 capital 10 lhese c0un

tries has increllSll!d as the e>tport 01
sta te cllpilal has iISSWTlI!CI prime im
portance In the form 01 'llid' and
loons on specthc conditions dictated
by mpll!1'ialism,

Impmalist 'llid'~ some division
01 kn :tIol is betIo.een the impenallst
states .....:l the apiralm ,,1l)I~.

Gow" " .."It Iunck. the bulk01 "*'ich
lTlilde up the 'llid' go to the Des
~ lor building up the prOO Ktioo
and soctal In frastnxture : reeds.
port~, means 01 communicafion,
~ hc:l5pitaIs. and soon, thereby
IrtlprO'Iing the conditiOlB for .m
~ actMty by privalll! c.apMI.
~, tht c.apilalist countries
!JOYII!lTI'T1IIl 'a id' is in the nature 01 a
blIt1l1!1'ing-ram which creates II breach
lor profitable lnveslment~ by private
capi1ll1isl monopohn in the Des.
Hence , a 'rmxed' economy in Nami·
bia which allows the part icipation 01
cnvere ca plta l will op e n t he
floodgal e~ for Imperilliist capital in
lhe lomt of monopoly capltaL

In polillclll terms, neo-colonialism
wllh us 'llid' syslem is designed to
enhiInce Imperialist Innl.Jll!f"Ke in the
OCs' domestic poIillcal Me and in the
sphere 01 inlernalional relations as a
whole , Hence the wooing of Sir
Geo/fn>y 0I1mpe'IiaIisl: BriLlin for /111

independenl Namibia ~ pari 01 the
Commonwealth . As McEIK'Tt re-
po;.-ted: 1n short. 8nIaIrt sees the
COldly (Namibia) as II potential re
gionaIlnerd "

Irdeed, if an illdependel lt Narnha
becol"'~ II ' regionaI lrienO of Bri-
t<lin, the Bmlsh It'llIIiNliona1 00l'p0I'

ation, Rio I W'IIO Zinc: lRTZI Il.flich
dominatn ..anOn mining in Nami

bia Slands 10 gain more """ more
supe'piolil~ from lis operillions, So
don ConsolIdated Goldfields which
mines base meIaIs, chie/1y copper ,
lead and zinc, and is II British capita1
is! conglomerate.

The superproIi15 01 South Alrican and
transnational corporation in Namioo
and the prosperity of willie famet'>,
businessmen and professionals all de-

pend on the e>tploitation 01 Alrican
labour power . It Is this Sll!Clion 01 the
popullliion thet beal'5 lhe burden 01
capitallSl exploitation , As was said
earlier, the Namibian workers have
played a vila! role In the SIJUggIe
iIQiIinst oppies<ion and e>tploitation.
In the Narnibiatl political econom,I,

the workers haw alwaysbeen pceen
liaIy the most:~ 01 the revol
Wonary forces ranged against the
form 01 a ploitation Il.flich cdortiaI
ism hios Solfeguarded in Namibia. IIf'Il
lheno is IIo'ldespn!ad COl '" ic. 'VI2$S 01
this llmOllgSl: the rank-and--liIe in the
mal ilnlllysis. 0iaIecIicaIIy speaking,
iI is the prolttanat in NamiJilIIl.flich
has the potential of becoming II van
guard foru llgllinsI neo-coIoniaIism
in an Ir'odependmI Namibia, At a
branch ITIII!lrting in 19n , oort1Jad
workers from WindhoelI unmed up
the IIieW of the workingcess in Nami
bia in these lIpt words:

'We , lhe workers of Namibia, we
hoiif' to unite - lI1l the workers in the
country haw 10 unae .,. II we cannot
un ite, then we wllljlJst conl!nue to be
exploaed and oppressed .

'We also wanl lo leech other wo rkel'5
that the capitilllsls are busy robbing
our cOUfllry 01 it~ resour""" , AU the
workers shoukl know that foreign in
veston are IiIklng whal we are pro
ducing to \heir c(UIlries QIIf!f5II!aS.

Bececse when lhose fore9i irtvo.'$

ton-monopolies - came 10 our
country. they didn', oome with any
thing' Tlw_itIth theya..elilking they
foo.nl herein NamibIa. We Mll!dissat
isfied IlIiIh the fact tha t our rnineraI
~ IIf'Il otI'll"r _.alth are bI'ing
II!>tpo;.-ted. ll>ey are~ our
CCUllry dry , " Therefore _ workers
feo'ithal_haw IO Wliteso!hal_
can liIke action 10 end the~
lion 01 man by man!" •

~ STOP ~RESS I
On NO"lIITlber 15, 1989 SWAPO
won 384 567 of the lOla! 670 830
votes. giving It 57,3% 01 the \IOIe and
4 1 selltS In the 72~1 Constituenl
Assembly. The Pretoria ·backed DTA
won 121 seals in the Constituent
Assembly w tt h lI s 19 1 532 \IOIes,
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CONTAINMENT OF TUE
AZANIAN REVOLUTION

by DR JEff DUM:O 6AQWA

....8tiou _OOri.iNi,llnto. --we betrayal of the eM1M'.

Jeff ......~ SASO' . DinIctor of l.ItUuy Plojec;ts and in aD.,
_.tJ the lOU....'" beJng used 10 eo-<tPt -ectionoI of the broMI

It is • known fact that In quite a
few situations peopk! have been
Involved in struggles for cha nge
with quite speclfk: alms In tenns
of what they want to achieve.
However, Ill"'. has turned up In
the end In these . !tWltlon. 1..
something quite d ivorced from
what was aimed a t . In some
cases ~the something achleYed~

turned o ut 10 run deddedly
counter to the interests of the
broad st ruggling masseS.

II is our fundamenl<ll dutv to engage
in a conl inU0:l examination "rod are
lysis of the forces at pkIy as we con
tinue with our struggle. It is only in
this manner that we can avoid what·
ever pitfalls crop up on the wIlY.

PRESSURE

The slgnilic.lnce of Aeane tc the in·
ternenonel community is without
question. To cite an aspect , the abun
dant presence ofessentialraw fT\(Ileri·
"Is which are of vital importance lor
the edvarce of technology puis Az.a
nia at the centre in terITl5 o f relations
wilh the inle1Tl<"ltiOf\(lI comm unity. It
is import,mt to IXIle thai these re la
lions have been determined through
a very deliberate plan by the powers
thaH>e in Azania and the imperialist
community. It is also important to
note that the imperialist community
brings immense pressure to bear to
wards the maintenance of these rela
tions . The reaso n is simpk the
advancement o f technology has
come to mean everything in tenns of
the advancement of western society.

The significance referred to here in
relalion to essenti<ll raw materials
hokls for large parts of Africa let us
examine how relations 1\(1".., been
maintained with those parts of Africa
tl\(lt are now independent. Through
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this we want to show the fonn and
the nature of pressure tl\(lt has been
brought to bear on inde pendent Afri
ca by imperialism.

DOllAR
IMPERIALISM

The tum in terms of relations to most
parts of independent Africa came
with World War II. Apart from the
rumblings that had begun in Africa
itself. we must look at the role of the
United States of America in the
whole scheme of things. After World
War II. the USA emerged as the' lead
ing and most powerful country within
the im pe r ia list communi ty. The
coontry abounded in capital that it
sough t to invest elsewhere. The
country desperate ly sought markets
where it could dispose of its surplus
wares. At this JXlint. all colonised
parts of the world were under strict
control by theircolonisers Britain put
up protective tariff barriers around its
colonies to prevent the infusion of
capital from other imperialist coun
tries. France did the same : it was the
order of the day. But then . WorldWar
II had depleted France and Britain of
resources to maintain the ir colon ies
to a JXlint where they had to tum to
the USA for assistance . The USA was
reluctant to help because it wanted
the tariff barriers aroond the colonies
to be broken.

This would open the colonies to USA
capital. The USA was motivated by
its own economic interests when it
refused to he lp the colonts tnq
powers . However. when the USA
took a stand that was pro-decclcmsa
tion to a JXlint where the then Prest-

dent of the USA. Franklin Delano
R<)(>SeV<!11, was projected as cham
pioning the rights of the colonised .
some confusion was caused in the
circles of those that were struggling
for change in the colonies in relation
to the interpretation of the stand of
the USA vis-a-vis decoIonisation.

DECOLOMSATION

The politjcaleffort exerted by JXllitical
organisations and liberation move
ments in Africa, the incursions car
ried out by guerilla units in a number
of countries in Africa and the role of
the USA in the decolonisation pro
gramme were the combinalion of
forces that led to decolonisation. This
is withoot doubt a very interesting
combination!

The one crucial point that arose after
the war was the control of finances.
The Brellon Woods System gave the
answer to this. According to the
stated intention . this System would
work towards the controlof the world
economy. The Bretton Woods Sys
tem embodies the General Agree
ment on Trade and Tariffs (GAlT).
the Internat ional Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Benk. These
were . and still are . the organs that
control the flow of linances between
the former colonies and the imperial
ist community. It was this control
that . in its very essence. ushered in
the concept of ne<:HX>loni<llism. This
control does not only stop at finan
ces. Its immediate corollary is the
control of the distribution of techno
logical know-how. Technological ex
pe rtise is e xtended to the
neo-<:oIonies to enhance the produc -
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tiw capllCily of ill gillen romtry. only
to tIw point where production meets
tIw inI....e.ts of the count"" being
given technological~, The
methods used in this control are
multifarious. As en example . the im·
pen..,lists send theIr trained man·
power to the colonies and then
employ a multitude 01 tricks and "'K'
cuses to mal«> It Impossible to tretn
an <ldl'qUllt", numlxrr from the in'
d igenous masses to teke owr and mn
any olthe projects tlwy operate in the
oro-coIoni<l1, The control exerted by
the Bretton Woods System and;he
IIidous and sUlci control of techno
IogicaiI know-ho....- dl'fint' and dl't.....
mini' tIw ."tlliTll and the nature 01 the
hold tIw imperWt.t world has on the
000<0loo...

The October 1917 RewllAion in ee
Soo-t unon has had a dHp and
contlIUng imp/ICI on rNtions In !he
international~. ThisRo-vo:»
Won hnaIded the emergl'nce of So
c:WoI;o;m . This has led 10 eondihons
whereby the imper\olist bIoo: has
made it its duty to workcui aneIabor
",te strategy to foght the~ and
any lurttwr~ of socialism.

POST VI ETNAM

The deI",,,,t 01 ttw USA In Vietnam
had such ",n Impa.d on the Imperialist
community that there was '" signifi
cant c,",nge in the stralegy t"",,,,rtIs
containment of rl.""OIuOon, Declara
tions we re beerd <'II the P",ntagon to
lhe "lfecl that tbe eKperience ofV""t·
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nam had pro<e;l tIw theofyof"limited
"""'"" ..-.tenable, It was through the
terwts embodied In this theofy that
the USA I'I'SI"fVed the right to intl"1'
W1"ll! In any are.!l where US interesl5
.........1' sa.id to be th....<'II"ned , Then the
Pen!<'lgon set about working on a I1I!W

appro<'lCh. The strategy that """",rged
w'" <'IS follows ,-

• The USA should not be seen to
intervene In troubled <'Ireas any more .
It should project its Image- .., the
leader of lhe "NewEconomic Ordo.!r".
It should be seen to be' actlng in
"pa.rtnenhlp" with <'II those it entered
Into "!fI"ftlftWrlts with. It should /IC '

hWIy encourllgl' "eo-opooration" with
the '"Third Work!". For this .-son. iI
.-decided that the USA must <'IIl1l

nations so that. IntI"1 alia. the nations
concerned shallhaw thecapability to
protect the Intl"1l!'Sl:S of the USA on
its behalf in thrir specific amilS. (Lot
iI ee _ed that a gillen toeox:doi oicaI
~ WlU:l haw 10 use these
;arms <'IgU"ISI ils "..., people!)

• The USA~ haw 10del. elop its
war machinery to a point .......... . if iI
became absolutely roeces.s<UY lor i1 to
intl'TWOl' . II~ ooncU:1 a light
ning ope-r",'ion: thld means. i1 1Wt1kl
strike and "dntabiliu" tbe ooncemed
arell and be' back at base before
<Ofl\IOI"W hils lime to react .

• The USA would lden lifyareas which
it considl"lsof strategic Importance to
it, The USA declo'ed l hot II would
nOI mOllE'lrom these e rees e llE'n il
il m<"'On l World War III' These areas

would be unde-r spec ...1considerationt
In a sense where . among ot her
things. they would be' intensiwly
armed and they would be undI"l C(WI

linued 1urwlll<'lnce by the USA .
Among lhe a......, Identified were Aza.
niao a.nd PIlIl'1l:" ~. It shouk1
be' noted Ihllt these Iwo areas form
the galeways Into Africa an:( theW
COilhot g;ws the controDn- irnrnomse
pa ISibilitin in terms of CIICCeS6 into

""".
•The USA~ Identifythose areas
which -.eo of no serious strategic
importaroce 10 iI_In these _ the
USA~ yield 10 the prnlUl"e of
the ScMe1 Union if and ....tl<'n the I
SoW,ot unon chaM 10 mow Into
!hem. Thew llIl!a5 IWtIkl be' con
side,ed "selectlw gifts" 10 lhe Soviet
lJn;on .

TAR BABY

Ap.lrl from thl' Khemes worked out
after Vi<'tl'lllm. there is a programme
that h",. been worked out . inde
pendent of the Vietl'lllm eKperience,
lor the spreed of US infh."-,,,,e This
was dubbed "O pera tion Tar Baby".
This str",tegy wasa imed at the control
of the liws of the people in the oro- t
colonies. It W/lS d irected <'It political
s tructures where politicians were
bribed and bough. , For gowmments
thll t .........1' comidl"led imporl<ml for
this strategy but remained intrans>
gomt and did not yield 10 iI. coups
d'Nt -.eo ..-iilI'l9"'d The cases of
Ghana·s Kw..-oe NJuumah and the
lormer US President . Lyndon B
Joho oson are c.asn in poD_ Po/ili
cians ...tlo stood up in opposition In
gown-vnents that -.eo prepared 10
...,..., along with the USA -.eo elim
naled. The W",tegy _ aimed. qJite
decidedly. at the elimination of <'II
opposition.

It was also directed at the educational
structwe'S and the media which in
Iluenced forms of briwMour. soci<oI
pettems. cultural norms and valUE'
sysI~, The Peace Corps would be
used .., a bridgehead In lhe onslaught
on educational strsctures. Students
would be' laught. <'Irnoog other things.
<'Ibout the g....atness of the USA . The
newspa.pe~. rlldlo sta tions and tele-
w oo networks would be brought
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unde r the Infl uence of this pro
gramme. This woukl be done $imply
by staffing them with manpolWl' lh<il
identifies i1wlf with the USA. This
programme W{l5 4ho dnigned 10 use
th<:.>:w ".us wlwre the USA was lek
to be _ I-entrenched <l5 forward
bases, llu1ching pads for btheT 4Ild
conlllkled ~hls into neo-coI
onia. 0.. lard. Az.U.. ...., one
such «ea. It woukI be used 10~
n.ttwrDoadt 1nIo!he~ 01 Africa.

The shifts an:! changes WI tIw imper'
iaItst slriII~ "-!aMIwry InIeres
mg forms. Whereas the~
corrnullty adopted • hostile attitude
._. _ ........ - .k.t --.;.~ .... _<..-"" p ' __"...__.U""",,
isWfY dear euIdence of• shift fl lheir
approach. Thlt (./IITll! after the ,,;e
teees of FREUMO. the MPlA and
PAIGe. During the struggles 01 the
(:(llQQeOU$ lTVl5SeS in these~
mes. the Impelitllists wnt in !heir
armies to "fight and destroy. the et
forts 01 the people, They are still
involved In programrTlO'S Inlomded to
"destabillse" the People 's gowm·
menl. In these countries. However. a
new dimension hes e~. The
imper\!lllsls ere no more ",,"SIng W<I"
of destructJon only and In the single
mlrded fashion oIllle past . There Is
(In ln le nllllf' drlue /0 Ilf't sodo lisl
mc>l.IC'n>en l. grtd portin 10 si t (lllhe
J(/rtH! loble lIIJlh Imperiolls ' gowrn
menu This _ I'Yklmced In Zlm
blIbwe an:I is being eYIdmced by the
present approactl to the liberillllion
~ in NamIbia and AzanIa.

The impeTi,)Iisb "- lIho~
tNt through ttw b....tililin !hal: !hey
have d isplayed heretofore . they
n1'TTlCM!d the PQ""i'by of lnIeracmg
with the~·Sgowl l . '''':U....twn

they look 0Wl' . The idee now ls to
~~ an:I~U! an alm05
~ IMl woukI make II po"'i:W 10
maint ain the ir InlereslS in the
People', IWp tJIjQ and also open
the II4Y 10 further negotWion .-i
aogreemel .t.

These are the main ateM 10 u.+udI
the Imperialist $Chetnn d1r2d them
5t"1ves. They are the ladO<1that iii:' at
the root 01 these invltalions , These
invitations also seMI the purpose 01
giving the Impertallsts a chance 01
studying the areas where liberation
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slruggles are golng on. This they do
by examining the IIi'Irious delegations
lhey recelYe from the lli'lrious TTlO\.'e 

menlsand parties and scrutinising the
inlormation they giw , Then they
ll'lOW on to use their findings in ident
ifying the force thai IloQlkf best suit
!heir schemes.

ANOINTED FORCES

The T>l"\l IIlage is 10 create the kind
01 axditiOllS lhal: -u:l make il lTlOSt
QOI'KLcIw for llw~ Iorce to
operate lrilindeTed .-i ~ettered.

This -.roes WlriouJ forms. An in
lensiW propaganda campaign is
momted 10 gel the c:hooIen Iorce to
beacx:epled by lhe Inlernalionaf com
ITUlily as the <dy "lIUlhen!ic" lorce.
All lhe organs undn lhe conlTol 01
Imperialism are employed to 0rches
trate this phenome non.

from this point , lhe imperialis15
ll'lOW to eliminate or reutre hse aD
other patriotk; forces thaI are rightly
involved in the struggle , Even the
faselsl regimes. tlglIinsl whom the
people ate engaged in bailie, are
made 10 work on preparing the
ground lor lhe ultimale negotialion
wlIh lhe "chosen ones,'

pmNCIPLES

let us draw our allenlion 10 some
hniamentallH mo::iples that guide the
struggle , The righl 01 the JlI"ClPIe to
gel IrMJIwd In and conllibute. in
what-.. mIIr'Inn". 10 the advance-
ment 01 the struggle is naIienable .
n.ther, as the struggle cont.-....es. it
throws up l'WW ax ditIoo IS from one
phaw 10 the Oltwr.n- COO ditioo lS
do. from liml! 10 lime, lead to the
eme,gence 01 fWW leadership and
orgarUsaIional sln.Ictur'lS. Ewn <b"
WIg one specific phaw. ITlOSt 01 the
liml!\larioI.lSorganIsaOOnaI forms and
m.JItipie adlont ate manifest . The
idea Is 10 gel them co-ordinated . It is
in lhis co-ordinallon thai e" orts
should be made to resolve politic31
and Ideological differences, One of
the major fact.,., In the development
01 organisallons derives lrom their
capability to lnYoIw lhemselves in
ideological slruggle 10 resolve the
contradktlons ...mongsl the people

and reflne programmes. slralegy and
t""ties.

Organisallons ...nd structures are set
up for the Implementation of specific
programmes. The structur'lS are In
th..m-wlves m<1 anlngless without
these progranvnes, Ally I..rishw..
lho, monlfesu I'w ll jn Inrns ol 'M
uoorshlp 01gn organJ$lJriono l Sfroc·
l urll' ' n ul ll n g jn g 'gll,, 'e '0
Cfllidu. shopii' grid d iP'lf'C1 thl!' Of'

gun i$IJ' loot shows ' /'wr bxk"",rdnns
gOO "ne' banhuplCJI 01 lho, Of'

9"nlso'bl. An organisabon shaI ....
ways SIf'"", t .... pt'opll(' and not
beco".1ho! master 01 the people. An
organisaIion shaI. as a pWnaJy con
diIion. retied the eorditions undn
u.+udI it opel"af'lS. It shaI emerge
from the fTIo!ti!lft 01 lhe people. ...-n
body their Interests and be accepled
by the people as being 01 sevce to
them, to Itwir u/limale go.:oIs and
aims. When an organisation does not
ri5e 10 these conditions, it loses ilS
legitimacy and meaningfulness.

IDEOLOGICAL
DISTORTION

We shannow raise an issue which we
believe is of utlTlOSt significance in this
programme , The issue concerns the
dilution of the militancy of the people
and the distortlon 01 their ide0logicai
foundalion. We have alreadyctted the
I,"" thaI imperlali!lts receiw inIorma-
lion /rom liberation rnoo.oements. 11
Tl'OJSI be pointed out that they also
rll'n ivor info rmat ion about these
ITlOYImWfIIs from their own sources_
This inIorma1ion is carefl.fy doctored
for two puI pow5. The lirst~
is to further InfIuerce aI .-i S\DJry
to acupt "tbe c:hooIen Iorce". The
wcond Is to dWte and dislort the
Idoe<Aogicalloundalion 01 the people .

The church plays",rolein thissd>eme
for reasons thai should be quile dear
in view 01 the role 01 the church In
the whole progranvne ofcoIoniaINn.
A WI)' pointed example Is the case of
the Justice and Reconciliation Com
mntee of the South African Council
01 Churches (SAcq. This Commit ·
tee has found II lis duty to set up a
discussion grou p which examines
nua nc'lS of jhe struggle Including the
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ideologic<tl base . This Commitlee has
gone on an extensive el(llmlnlltion 01
socialism in coontrses where It Isprec
ttsed. It has lound that sccensn 1$ not
the Wll',I to liberation beceuse. as It
states. socialism takes the fw edom of
the people aWll',l , This Commillee
puts up e>tpert5 to dell! with thew
questions.md thew come fromlibon-a1
circ les. The Commillee keeps In
touch with other church bodie$ In
Europe and. we belieYo1. el5ewhere
for the purpose,llITIOl"lQ ottwr thing!..
01 exdw>ging information with thew
church~ llbouI it$ "good worII"
llIT'lOIlQ the people. Fa- the worII 01
ltUs Conwnitk-e to be p operty under
stood it must be seen. and ltUs is
~ it bdoo '95. In the conlexl of the
dbion of the milil¥lcy 01 the ]»

lrio6c fon:es llIld the distortion of the
ideological qJeSbons.

We must deueIop a aoPl'bility to eut
throu.to the nebIhJs IllClldn that _
prewnted to us. We must h/Iw an
acule __ of detecting tnllTft llIld
thn!llb It>llt an! laid In CAII~ , We
must bruk the~ of lan
guage apart , For instllnce the enemy
substitulft$ the term -oppl"ession"
wilh the lerm -covpe.ation". He re
fers to the -el<pIoited" lIS "partnerJ",
RegardIng the ne<XOIorbes. he has
Il'lCIOIedfrom"~to"de

veIopiI '9 (:(Ulb"oes" llIld then -nurd
World'" and finat"o. lit least lor now.
10 1ess de>oeloped countrle1llDC51.
We must rot stop at ldentilylng the
teml5 lIS wrong, The whole' plot be
hind their proo, ootloll must be thor
oughly exposed.

CULllJRE

It Is essential 10 Cll5l a brief g1lln« a t
CAlI own historical el<perlence in order
to emphasize the consisI~ 01 1m'
peTilllism. Theoperationsol im~·

Ism base them~1ves o n physlcol
conquests and the u pture of the
mind . The expenence 01 colonialism
demonstates this quite appllrently.
When people were colonised, the h.,c
~ wM military conquest, Then 101·
lowed the rather subtle and ra ther
per'Vllsive phase , Here the efll'!TlY
gets to work systerT\ilticllllydestroylng
and d istorting the historical roots and
the culneel foundiluon of the people ,
The church and the school dkl <lnd still
do pliIy <I rT\iIjor role in th is, When the
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people shall have lost whilt is nor·
rT\iIlly used as a Y<lrdstlck for advance
ment and project ion into the future.
their histo rical expemnce; when a
people shall haw lost the norms,
ITI()n!!I and \I1I1ue systems that guide
them and 50'''''' as a basis lor their
Identity. then the people shall be
ready for the oflerlng.

The erTIllSCUWIlion relating to history
and culture expresses itself In terms
et e lack 01 conl"ideoce na loss 01
a __ 01 self , People become reflec·
tlons 01 loreign vaLe systems. And
added to this the In5ecuritY ceesed
amongotlwr th ings. by the lack01 the
barest me405 01 subsi:S!:ef'IC(! llIld the
absence 01 the opportunity to~
thew: add to this the lear caused by
COO5Ulnl hal' -enl in ... forms 1m
~ llIld the~ constllnl par
ade of police llIld mililal\l mighl:. then
the pictln 01 a Cllricature 01~
~ al the mercy 01 an unc0m

promising -nee 01 irnperi(IIism Is
CQfrIPIe!e , The remoulJl 01 thew fee
ton forms an e-'I'ItillI part 01 the
struggle lor Iiber"tion. This shaI be
done with " \IWw 10 opening the
Aunl;an community to the to tal
Iomes thatlnlUence thedevelopmenl
01 "",". It shaI rot be done such that
the process Uns no " wonhip 01
the wsliges 01 the PM': in " TI"I(IrYW'r

where the fon:es 01 aa..a.1Cel'oel. are

"""" ""
CONSCIOUSNESS

Consdousness is the motive force
that determines the invoIuom>I!nI 01
the people in a struggle for change.
Consciousness baws itself on the
conditiom ..-der which the people
live. II deriws from the total experi
ence 01 tile people, Alienation from
the llCiual ~ive condition and
lrom the expereree 01 the people
removes the bMis for the correct d i·
rection to liber<ltiol'l. Cons<:iousness
Tl'IU5l. and this is a revolution<lry im·
perat ive , derive from the factors
cited. This opens k1titud.e for the
mowtnent towards the k1ying down
01 <I proper Idoologiclll foundation
thai will serve as a guide in the pro
gr<lmme lor change .

The inY(llwment 01the messes 01the
people is a fund.lment<ll teeter in the
programme for chllnge. Wh<lt we

need to el(llmine closely Is the nature
01this inY()/l..emenl. Our struggle has
gone t h roug h ve ry in teresting
phases . When the enemy flrsl a rrtved
our foref<lthers e r'l9"!l'/d the invader
in battle in delence of the land. Then
Cllme the phase of negotiation which
passed over 10 protest politics. The
adopIion 01 armed struggle Wll5 the
highe st poin t in the mo~ment

through the phases. In the dewlop
menl 01 the struggle , we notice that
there were phases where the IT>!l5W$

01 the people operated through In
structions from the Ielldership. When
the Ielldenhip_ no more lI''ll;!able' 1
the masses ctUd not _ , The
~ were not motiYllted by the
kind of tonsdousnn$ thai dertws
from Intemalised reYOkJtionllry pm
dpIes. The~ !actor _ an
extemaI agency. In the~ 01
which noactlon could be undertaI<en
Let il: be sWed that the oO;ectiw
conditions theool!ioelua do nNW a I
basic awareness In the people ...
tenns 01 the 5it\Illhon that CQI'Ifronu
them. It is p eciselyon this phenonw
non that mowments lI"it5 co .....0

t rate t he ir energ ies by way ofdew. '9. shaping. chal • • 1ii '9 ll1ld
lr<Jn'sfoo •• 010 '9 this__ inlocon- I-.....
SOCIAUSM

Inc:oIonillIism, senler-coloniahsm IIr"d
neo-<Xlb"oiaIi the essential charilC"
ter1slic of Imperialism exprnws itself
in two lorms. It Is the negation 01 the
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historical ploceSS and the cullural de
velopnwnt of the dominat~ people .
It is the lISIJrP"tion of the freedom of
developmomt of the national produc
tive forces. Our struggl<' , therefore,
seeks to renen the peopLe 10 the ir
own historical process and In this
marl"",," to history as such .

Our slnIggl<' iun effort to~ out the
t~ tha i sh<IJIfonn u..... foundalion
for the dEwlopmelit of the people 's
culture. It is an~ to free the
productiIIe loren from domination by
imperialism. ItembodIeS, at the same
time. national liberation and sodaI
r~_ The~ 0/ history
and the dewklpnWlOt of man has
shown that freedom from impenal'
ism \e.aues only onl' option . We~
free otneiws from imperiaoIiSl domi
naliorI only by foDowing the road to
sOOalimt.

The colonial SIIua60n off.n the pdll
bougecili! an~ofleadiog

the struggle againSl forftgrt domina
tion since by the nal\»'e of the ob,ec.
tM and suIJ;ectiue condrtion of this

class (high Io!vel of edcceno n. political
awareness . ..tel. It is the stratum
which mo:sI rapidly becomes aware of
the reed lor freedom from foreign
domination. However. the petit bour·
geoisie " s II class tha t is not directly
~ In the process of production.
can rM"\Ol!r possess political control
sin« this is b.1sed OTt the~
capllCity of the ruling class. This es
sertlon does flO( seek 10 undetmlne
the revoIutionollrv roW played and still
being played by indMdualsthat come
from u..... p"tit bourgooisdass. It set'l<s
10 expose the fact that. and this has
bHn prawn historically . tbe petit
bourgeoisie lIS " dass does not and
shall newt' haw the Collpabi!ity to~·
_ pobtic.lll control. In order 10 fulfil
their role in the lib<"ration struggl<'.
the r.....olutiorwy pdit bourgeoisie
must be c" pable of committ ing
suIdde lISa dass in order lObo> reborn
as a vanguud of the mIOUion idem·
dying completely with the deEp"st
aspirations of the people. To this
""ten! the rwoIution.vy petit bolr·
geoisoe must strengthen mIOUionary

consciousness. The rEvolutlonarv
petit bourgeolsle must Identify Itself
with the working ca ss and promote
the normal development of the rOMll·
utionai1l process. Our organllo/ltional
structures must adapt thems.elves to
this process. They must proo.1de room
for mOYetTtent towards the esteb
lishmenl of a true uanguard of lhe
r.....olution.

The etr'IET<JE'nce and SlJr\IlvaI of !lOC1aI·
ism demands the consolidation 01 the
solida rity of aU sociatist and pro
gressive forces . fl is through this $OIl.
darily that ..... shaU be ollblE 10 defeat
imperialism and~ its schemES 10
destroy socialism. It is through ttus
solidarity that we sl\aII be ollblE 10
crea te pla tfo rms and occasions
where we shall examine and Ieam
from the ""PEl iE...n and mistakesof
CQIIlradO!s that haw trodden this
path . It is through this 'I(lI;d",nty tha i
..... shall aMain COl IqMte and genuine
freedom and also conmbute to 'llll ds
the cbsure of this historical phaw
where man l'Itploits mall. •
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PKETOKIASTKOIKA:
WUO BENEFITS?

'11'5not easy for us to sit dov..rn to
negotiate. The problem is many
of the ~ers are not really
interested in the negotiations. In
fact they\~ become a little bit
angJy. That is oM1y I say that this
chap De KIerk is moving too fast
erd can create problems for us.
We want to educate our people.
We want to have time to diSCI I$S

this matter with them".

The speaker is Walter SN.du. one
01 the ANC Seven who VJeI"€ re
\E'a<;OO on October 15, 1989, in
an interview reported by the
Weekly Mail newspaper on
January 26, 1990. His words as
eared the ring of~ v.hen
De KJerkdedsively terminated the
protracted shadow-boxing be
tween Pretoria and the ANC at
11hOO on FOOay February 2,
1990,

Pre-Conditions
De KJerk went as far as meeting
most of the "pre-ronditions for
negotiations"rontained in the Ha
rare Declaration: he Iegaliro:lCM?f
30 fOllTleliy bannedand restricted
organisations incWing the PAC,
the ANC, theBPCand theSA.cP;
he aD b.Jt: Ufta:l. the state of emer
gm:::y ard susperded aD execu
tions pending revision of the laVJS
on capital p..nishment. In short,
De KJerk turned the political clock
back 10 immediately prior to the
~ Messecre of March
2 1, 1960.

AI 16115 on Surxlay February
11, 1990 de KJerk released Ro
lihlahIa Nelson MandeJa. a mortal
IAAlose stature bed been made to

'0

assume supeffiuman dirnensbns.
He thus adriotly maintained the
political initiative in Pretoria's
hands and made a fum bKI to
divert the ~Ie for poser and
Uberntion into the politics ofneg0
tiation uOOer settler colonial CM!I"

lordship.
The result was pre;:lictable: libera
lion mooements (conspiwous/y
the ANQ were caught flat-fOClled

eod '-" """'" -"",statements on a daily basis. The
Nation was gripped by MaOOeIa
mania erd many euphoricaDy ex
claimed that inkuIeIeko hadcome!

On "Network" , a news pro
gramme run by Sooth African
Television, Nelson Mandela stated
that negotiations meant com
promise not on peripheral issues
l:ut: on fundamental issues (Fe
bruary 15, 1990). The message
was dear: there were no ron-oe
gotiabIes, not even ourownership
of Azanial
The mantra of "negoI:iatial pre
conditions", recited so religiously
erd at the cost of so many Black
lives, socroed completely hollow
as the pre-rorditioos were being
met. As ANC Secretary-Gener
Alfred Nzo anno.mced on Fe
bruary 16 , 1990 that the phase of
"talks abo..rt talks" with Pretoria.
hOO. begun (when. in fact, thispro
cess hOO. begun as long ago as at
least 1984), the "struggle" for a
negotiatoo settlement stood ex
posed forwhat it is; capitulation,a
sellout of our hopes, dreams eod
aspirations.

Nzo hOO. alreaiy confessed that
the ANGs position at any nego-

tiating table was a hopeless one at
the ANC National Executive
Committee meeting in Lusaka on
18 January 1990: 'We must
admit that we do not have the
capacity within our cxmtry in fact
to intensify the armed struggle in
anymeaningful~. " Somuch for
Mandela's "threat" in his Jetter to
p W Botha: 'TIle renunciation of
vioIeoc.e byeither the government
or the ANC shoukI not be a pre
o:n:Iition l:ut: the result of neg0tia
tcos." (circ3 January 1989)

Gorbachevism
RespoOOing to the crowns falling
in EasternEuropean statecapital
ist regimes- MUch lost the ANC
erd the SACP its major supper
ters- the SACP made its revision-
ism unmistakeable in a draft
position paper entitJed "Has S0
cialism Failed?"byJoe Scco.This
pathetic paper repeats the bred
position that the Eastern Eeo
pean re..clts were reolts against

-~ """""" "'J'PO'l'" byFWde KIerk) an::l toots capitalism
in the name of "~
democratic socialism."

The Eastern European g0vern
ments v.toch have been toppled
or reformed wore all fierceJy anti·
Stalinist erd were aU capitalist
regimes. The crisis in Eastern fu
rope is reaIk; the crisis of Brezh..
reasn.
The so-called "dense of con
munism" is reaIk; revisionism be
coming more openly bourgeois.
'Democratic socialism" is a ca1cu
latingly eclectic nbk: aimed at
negating revoIutioo ard ;...stifying
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a "safe am peaceful" slide into
counterfeit socia6sm- in reality,
into capitalism. The SACP wants
new faces, new forces in power
aIorYJ with the old ones b..rt no
revOO.d:ionaJy~ of all
exbtiI rg reIaticns am corditions.
lhey want a scceusn, eI.01 a
CorrunJrtism,with 00 mass revoI
utionaJyupheaval,oo~

of""__b; "" Prcete
nat, of the old by the new.

The SACP's "\lM>-stage theoryof
""""","" bee boon """,,",00
by G:Jrbachev's "new thinking":
no revok.Jt:ioo at all! As Gorba
cftev;sm 51 1CO< ;JuDy disorientates
Iiberatioo mooerrents, let us reo
roeree- that the Ran::i ReooIt of
1984 am its aftennath saw the
BIac:k masse; establishing their
own mass rrccereot am seJf
goo.oeming stnrtures. The masses
haw given &X:h an earthly~
to thei:Iea ofbberation that esab
Iished political organisations have
foorx:!~ imdeq.Jate to
the task ofproviding proper rev
olutlono<y """",,",p.
The East European l'0..clts were
fine for the BIac:k Proletariat in
Azania: \W cwk:I onlybedated at
"" ~t..oooon...".
a stifling life tnier s1ate-capita/lsm
oa!lr<l it>ili Socioli&n/Comm.
ism. We know that Gabachev's
"reforms"were designed todefuse
"" """. eod we _ hope
that theEast Europeanmasse; VJiIl
"""""'"' the task of tot>lly up
tootb rg the opplessive am expl0i
tat ive rela tions of the
s1ate--capitalist workl..

The pull of~ bee
thus far been 51 rcessful in divert
ing the forcesopJXlSing statecapi
talism with disastrous
~ tMtness hovJ Soli
cerrcec has assumed responsi
lEty for thewry Polish state it has
been in revolt against for CNer

three decades, hovJ the Hunga
rian Federation of YW1g Demo-
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oats (FIDESX) puts its stress on

"~""""""'" predicered onamarketeconomy",hovJ
the Natknal Salvatioo g0vern

ment in Rumania tries to conceal
its complicity in the atrocities of
the pro-Western Ceausescu
regime am hew the Rumanian
masses had again to storm the
COI'TDors of power on February
18, 1990, heM! East Germans
IMlo realized that the new Krenz
regime was prote::ling am reor
ganizing Stasis (the State--5ea.Jrity
PoIke) _ took coer
the Stasis headquarters on
January 15, 1990 am heM! the
Czechoslavakian Communist
Party'sFIrstSecretaryVasil Moko
vitaboaststhat the Partyslarrls for
"a multi-party system, democracy,
free enterprise am p1og1essive
human values."

At the same time,~
has fueled am intensified struggles
lor national self-determination
datirY,1backto thedaysofTsansn
IlCIIal:*y in the Baltic states am
S<Met Central Asia- creating a
V€1Y real prospect of the break-up
of the USSR. With eery passing
day, Soviet sociaHmpetialism
sheds more of its "socialist" dis
guise amthe nomenklatura rewa!
therrtsek'l!s to be nomore than an
upbeat versioo of the old, decrepit
Russian Tsars.
E\.-I2:fl as ''Perestroika f' has failed
am "Per estroika IT' beganwith the
Sl.Jm!I'XIer of the S<Met Commun
istParty's lTlOrlOfX>Iy ofpower on
February 5, 1990 it is manifest
that Gorbac:he.Asm represents a
worliwide retrogression whose
most aVd disciple is the fascist F
W de KIerk with his policy of-
The Road Ahead
AstheAzanian massescreate ube
retco with their 0VJIl calIouse:::I
harm, they must not shrink from
\.-I2:flturing into untrcdden paths.

lhey must not look for crutches
simply because a new epigooe is
using the IlK:lfd "democracy" to
mean more than one party am
another is using the IlK:lfd "lIlity"
to mean absorption into theANC.
We have seen hcMr rapidly the
v..OOd can change in the space of
a month am heM!~ power
can shatter.
Pretoriastroika is an attempt to
give the ghoJ of aparthek:l-capi
taIism a human face: it isofbenefit
only to the ruling class am its
imperialist backers. It has ab"eady
S11CCeeded in co-opting significant
sections of the broad ~beration

movement who are tenninally in
fected by the b..tg of capitulation.
We take inspiration from Joseph
StaIin'swords: 'This cannot goon
any ~! An::!. only re.cl.rtion
can put a stop to it!" in his mani
festo to the masses (October
1905). We belece that there is a
revoIutionaJy current with support
am initiative among braod sec
tions of the Azanian masses- in
other words, that \W have a revoI
-poople.
It is in this context that the follow
ing response by a Weekly Mail
reader 10 Sisulu's sentiments
~ed above)are remarkable ap
posite:

"Murphy Morobe isurder the illu
sion thai his organisatioo is re-
sponsible for ·generating ' the
"mobilisation' IIA1ich flOOI needs to
be converted into 'eo..:ation' am
isafrakI that the UDF may not be
able to control the Frankenstein
IIA1ich ithascreated. He should be
WCIl'I",MIg about something else."
''Even if the Frankenstein is coo
troBed for now, it may spring back
to life if material 'reality' does not
change. Arxi it may tum o..d to be
as ITlI.dl trol1JIe for an ANC g0v
ernment as it is for the present
one, eo..:ation or not."

- Weekly Mail February 9, 1990
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GORBAC"EV: SOUL OF
CAPIT AL PERSONIFIED

cal careoer and experilmce. Khnt
schev's "Secret Sj: lech" cited at the
p"rty Congress on February 25
1956, in which he piIoried Stalin',
"~. found Gori>achev b<ock in his
naliw Stavropol , wilh his widowed

""""".
In J uly 19 78 Gorbachev's petron,
Fedor Kulakov committed suicide At
his funeral on J uly 19 , 1978 . Mikhail
Gorbachev deliwred his first speech
in Red Square. Exciting speech in·
d-d' He had to return 10 Moscow.
four month, !ale r, 10 sccceedK~
as Cenlral Commilleoe Secretary lor
Aglicuhure .

Who called GorbacheY 10 Moscow?·
The names of two pnlits come up-
Mikhail Susb.t and Yuri AtldoopoY.

SusIoY, the chief idoook>glSl . who lied
in 1982. might have bHn attracted
to YCJU'19 Gorbachev in as far as he
aU:! be an effectiw aultomwighl
to Brerlnev's cornopt cIilJ,ae.

AtdlClpOlJ, a highly eO.Kaied KGB
chiel , had personal contacts with
boIh Gorbachev and his wile . They
shared significant political lIO'Iltures
when Gorbachev _ SliD R.!gionaI
Party chiel . Much more significant isI
th'lIt they boIh shared an interest in
Ihe "modem iSiltion" 01 the 5o:Mel
Union. In this young man, Andropov
SolW a Soviet Union leader who wiD
Ie"'" tbe counlry Inlo the 2 1st cen·
tury. It W~$ \h lS Gorbecbev who w (os

to 5ay later, 'T odlIy they say, some
with admiration arid othen with open

THE PATH TO POWER

n' .. Sou....~. ' .. 01.- SCM (11'''''. a
N $ k:tI}•••," _ whtI~ ., GodNlc:hft .... __ • -w
..... O'Y.... blood '" udws of It. w..t..

He competed his upper school with
a sllwr med<>1. At lhe clg<! 01 18 he
received a "Red Banner of Labour
Groop" decoration .

In October 195 2. he joined the Com
rTUlist p"rty. Ii'lIving gr......ted. he
left Moscow In 1955 In the company
01 his wife Raisa MaksirTlCM"lo1 TI
lorenko, an atl ractiw graduale 01
M".ntism·Leninlsm. for his 1\lT"z vii·
1<>QI;1 . He began his Party car...... in the
Komsomol, lhe "cc mmumst" youth
organisallon. From this lime o n
wards, Gorbecbev, with the help of
RaiSil "the philosopher" experienced
a dramallc upward trend of his pohtt-

AI 19 , on tbe recommendation of his
municipality. he was wnl to study Ii1lw
al the 1...omonoY St"le Uniwrsily in
Mo scow . Zdenek Mlyna r . Gor·
bach",i s fellow"Sfudml remlnisces:
"The day when we were studying
coIIectiw larm law, Gorbachev ex
plained 10 me how insignificMl 001·
IectiIIe larm Ieg"WIoo'_" day 10
day bfe 'lind how irnporWll. on the
other hand. _ brute lorce. .....t-.n
alone secured IWrt.ing ckipline 00

the colediole farms". Perhaps Gar·
bachev had this In mind; " Soci'lIlism
is nee brute . It only bee..."es §Owhen
it is ensured".

GeTmans brWfIy ocwpied Stavropoi
in 1942. divd.e:l a few coIectiw
f"rms and pemutted pm<'lIIe owner·
'\hip oIlan:j . !lhopt. and cales. How
('\10"'1", this wa$ 10 be reYl/'f'S<'d when
Stalin led the Soviet Union 10 victory
"'9"insl lhe Gemwln fMeets. By this
lime. Gortw::hev was in h is early
If!i''fls.

In the: c. ........... in !he Dtstrid of
~ lin Ihe viII<ogt> of
~. tWre.onMardl2 1931 .

Sergei Anlh eyich GorbactoeY and
Maria Pa nt l!lu viI gave birth 10
Mikhail Sergee -'ch Gofbachev. The
lather . SergeI~ ""'" ... "!t
ricuItI.rlIiI meen.uc -.:I 1lIlorr a fTon.
llinll! soIdin In the 5e<:ond World
War. lJn/~ for the ail sap-
ling GoroacheY. his fatlwr could not
Iiue long enough 10 we 1m poIitU
carffl". He. like 20 rnIIion fl!llow so
\lie( citizlms. did nol~ the Great
Patriotil; War.

The <iorbachev family Is of Russian
origin , ha\llng lived lor $1 ..mnown
period in the northern C!lUCllSUS,

llIhich was not part of old Russicl .
The people o f Cil l.lCUUS have
preserved their 1. lJ(\lllon,,1 individ
uality and their opposition 10 being
absorbed Inlo the Russian lold . The

Maybe the Western \lIOtid bes finally
found "i1 smart man In Moscow" with
whom theyeMdo~_

HIS BACKGROUND

by Philanl Socrates Makhaye

M rs. Margret Thatcher. !he Bribsh
PlirTw Mini$ler. enehused ....nero

she $ItW Mil<IwUI Gott«twv in Leo
don.. DeUlilber 1984, • I like him.
We can do busirln5~_- The
British pres5 hailed G:Jrba,chey as a
"Pienboy- , Sunday n mn extolled
him 10 the $lUes: •A red $tar rises in
the EMt.· Frroch Prnident Mitt'"
rand was~ ImprflSol'd . He saw
a Gorb<w::hevwith "i1 relaxed. rnolute
rnirw:l .•.100aIly l,Wlpolmucar. GEorge
Bush. now Pr~l of the United
Seetes of Ar1'IoI!fb, gave II rather am
biguous view of the Kremlin Ie.»er
whom he Wilmed iI Weill German
politician in the While House about
Gorbachev being an "Impressive
ideas selesmen".
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used by Khrushcev to demoralize .
demobihze and divide the masses WdS
that much vaunted "goulash com
munism'". By this Khrusc hev meant
thaI socialist countries were essen
tially highly devek:>ped "consumer so
cieties" even exce l'ding such ca pi""l ist
countries <IS the USA in this regdrd
The quest of the Soviet people to
haw more and better w<lshing ma
chines, refriger<lto rs , television sets
<lnd blue jeans "'as pot forward <IS a
reason lor the <lbandonment 01 class
st ruggle The ruling class promised to
make these abundant and they pre '
dcted a USSR ",;th a "good life '" .
This woold serve as proof that Cdpi ·
""lism should be substi tuted by this
"superior'" system. "goulash commun
ISm".

PERESTROIKA; An
expose

The Plenum of the Cen tral Commit·
te<:' o f the Communist Pa rty 01 the .
Soviet Union saw Mikhail Gorbachev
oul lining the key elements ol his pol '
icy of perestro ika (restructuring) and
oruskoneriye (dcceleration) shortly
aher becoming General Secre""'V.
The ma,ior ""rget of perest roika is
economic instdbility in the Soviet
Union ,"Bask Provisic>nsfor the Radi ·
cal Restructuring o f Economic Mdn·
agement" ratified by the JlIne 198 7One of the main ideological """<lpons

potentLa! and to
e x po se and
depose compra
dor bourgeois
rule in Chile, the
revisionist Com
munist P<lrty o f
C hile restrai ned
them and even
su p porte d th e
armed forces in
disa rm ing the
masse<>. <lnd ap
pe<lled to them
not to use arms
against the reac
liona'V coop or
qemsers w ho
brought about a
bloody end to AI
lende 's rule, AI
Iende 's heed lor

Go,bache" and Reogon a l the 198 7 Washing to n 5 ummit.this "theory" by
Khrushche v re-
sulted in his own rule being drowned
in a pool of blood.

In the same address. Khruschev de
clared a new policy of "peeceful-ccex
istence"with capitalist countries. The
Communist Pdrty was to seile to be
the parly o f the proletariat and
become the party of the "whole
people". The dic ta torship of the
pro le""riat "'<IS allaoeked and cash
galed as "unnecessery since the S0
viet Uni o n "no longer had
anldgonistic cl<lsse-s".The pro fit<lbiHty
index was reinstituted as the major
indicator in the pl<lnning of produc
tion in the Soviet Unio n As Alekse i
Nikolayevich Kosygin . when he was
still General Secreta'V (1964· I 980) ,
noted in his 1965 speech.

.....(T)o orlentale the enterprise to
"'<lrds efficiency. it woold appear to
be better to use profit index".

Classical bourgeois accoonting' The
Soviet new ruling cl<lss, from Khru
schev to Gorbochev, sh<lre the myth
that profit is the best mea ns 01 <>chiev
ing maximum social good cooped
with the illusion that the profi tability
index is necessarily incumbent as an
indica tor in dny institution at the en
te rprise level, especially if the institu
t ion is "efficient".

BACKWARD
MOBIUIY IN THE
SOVIET UNION

In 1970, on lheeve 01the e lection of
the Po polllr Unity government in
Chile . headed by Salvador Allende ,
Fidel CaStro MOIl' an article in a
ChUleanjoomai consecrating Chileas
an exam ple 01 the possibility 01 the
elecloral path to socialism . Although
the Chille,m masses were in <I posi
tion to unleash thee revolUliona'V

hostUity. lhat we are a SUperpowerl"

After AndropoY's dedth on February
9 . 1984 there were two candidates
con lending lor o ffice . There "'as
young, bucolic Glrbachev, repre
senting radical change in the Soviet
system and there INM also Brezhnev's
old frlend-Q,emenko . After a consid
erably feeble reign by CheTm'nko. at
19 :20 hours on March 10, 1985 ill
OJemenkodied. The next My, at the
Plenum of the Centra l Committee
meeting to elect the new Genera l
Secretary, only some 200 0f the 300
representanvesarrived in lime. Some
did not care to come. Wilh erorrnoos
support from the KGB. Gorbachev
wes elected new General Secreta'V.
unanirTlOU!lly indeed! In hying to per
suadi> certain gl'Otlps to support the
e lection 01 Gorbachev. Foreign Min
ister Andrei Gromyko told them,
"Comrades. this lTI(ln has <I nice smile
001 he has teeth of iron", Of course
these teeth were soon to be seen in
aoetion ",hen GorbiH:hev started se
curing h isposition silencing his o ppo
reras by massive porges, dismissals
and ..retiremenls."

In chronicling the genesis of revisic>n
ism in the Soviet Union , let lIS caSt
our memories back to that ''Sec re t
Speech" by Nikita Kh1Whchev <It the
20th Congress o f the Communisl
Party 01 the Soviet Union held in
MoscO\ll on 14-25 Februa'V 1956,
Khruschev, as part of his '"contribu
tions to the development of M<lrxism"
(sic!) maintained that socialism coold
be achieved through a '"parliament<l'V
r""'-' ''. This reed had to p rove itsell in
the lessons o f histo'V. This h<ippened
in the SOllth-u.restern part o f South

"""'"
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Plenum of tbe Cenlr,,1Comminee is
" drastk ende"vour by Gorbac:hev
" nd Co. 10 reslvJpe lhe economy bul
il also louches on soc i.:tl "nd poIitic<tl
"",nen "" we1I. n.". ITII'Ml ing and
objectives 01 pe'nrl'Oiko could best
be learnt from Gorb6c:twv's own
....-.:>rds and the adlons 01 tIw~
nDlg class. Changes thaI come with
pernl l'Oiko can be~ h.orno :

-M" no; things II~ unusual in our
country now eledion of rn¥IIIQt'f5 III
en""",un and offiefl. mulrq:w CIIfl

di<j.,tn for df"iol IS ... somedisfTicts.
;on wnrures with foreign firms. self·
fin<tnced factoriK and pWols. §latt'

and coIec1iw f4fTllSo. the Iilling 01
restrictiom on farms producing food
products lor enl.. I ... ' ...... and .... by
them. closure 01 non-paying pkvus
and factOl"ies operat"'!lllt a Ioss._."

With the salTll' spln t he conlinues.

. .: (E)nterpriw1. I1'llISt be put in such
conditions es to encourage competi·
tion for lhe best satisfaction of con
sumer demands a nd employee 's
incomes must strlclly depend on end
production. on profils··.

The profit index objectively unifies
the results of sales efforts and cost
r<.'ducrion inlo a $Ingle indicator lhat
can be compared acT0S6 industries
This indicalor can be applied if. and
only iI. ~ y;eIds resulls compa. ible
wilh tIw net I&.o.rs 01 pl"ohtabdiry

Presently a large seclion old irNeSI
menls ... lhe Soo.wt Union come out
01 retained profits III the en.~

Iewl . As long "" capilalosm 'eigns.
lenin poinled out . emph..tiizing par·
tic\Mrtv the f_ n 01 capitalism in
its imperialisl:~. $lXpb profir wiI
not be utilized to raise the slMlda,ds
01 living of the massE'Sor to ow ICOl ' N'

the gap beI\o.wn "9OCUh and in·
duslry but inste4d ....n be poo1ed
abroad. especially ... backward coun
lries . 10 gain superprofilS And this is
pl"ecise!y what the Soo.wt Union is
doing . though its exporl of capital
and wringing of superpro fi ts often
r......:>lws a 'ound the sale of arms and
lor tekes the e ppeerence of uneQU"1
trade (eg. India) lind of "aid" (eg An·
gola) and Jo;sns whosoe terms require
th.. r..c ipient 10 purch"5e Soviet
goods "t prices well abo"" lhe......arld

"

market prIce. upit,,1 is driven . in
se"1'(h 01 profns, to produce lind re
proo:L:e Itself "" II social relation lind
does so as II It has no bccrdeees. It
only tolera tes production lhal is com
mensurat.. with lhe pl"ofitable em
ployment of ....isling ca pital.

5uI'plus WlIue. lhe pl"oca..ct of capital
ist production. regu&a'<"S and domi
r\ilt<"S production in the Soo.wt Union.
This is to show lh.st th.orno is II direct
link beI\o.wn the profl0bibty niex
and 'nwsIment «iterill n.". a..om.I
thTUll: of III lhew various reforms in
the Soo.wt Union has been to bmg
p rofi l-a nd -Ios.s accoooting to the
centre 'Stage III lhe enl~. pro
ductlon. .-oOaliom and ministenal

""".
Gorbachev hilS llnol he. Ilirget in
mind . lhe rTWInagE'rl'le'fl1 system, He
w~ . "The m llnageme nt sysTem
which took shape in the fort iE's "nd
Ihirties begiln g,adually 10 conl' '''''1ct
lhe derTWIndS and condHions of econ·
omic prog,,,ss . Its~Iiw potential
was exheusred It tK-come more "nd
mo,e of a hindrdITC" . dlld gdve rise To
the brdking ilWChdnlsm which did us
SO much harm IaT"r ."

"II .....~ in lhese conditions lhat a
prejudiced al lil,.)., '0lhe role of com
modity-money r""'tlOnS and lhe Iau.'
01 vakil' under ooclalism dewloped
and the clatm .....". oflen mado! that
lhey \WI.. opposite .....
a l..... to socw..m AU
Ihis "'lIS combiOOi'd •.,th
"n undl'resllmllnon 01
profil .and \eM /lCCounI ·
ing. and produceddtsdf 
r llY in pricing . and II
disre9ard lor lhecir<W·
tion of money-.

Of courw. poopIe muSI
dewIop II pl"ejudlCed "I ·
tilude IOWll rd! com·
mod ll y -m o n e y
re llll lons . lind mu!1
haw II diwun lor profit
"nd loss ecccunnnq .
These ere opposit.. and
alien 10 lhe end goal of
socialism. Supremacy
of commodity ·money
re lation means supre
m acy o f lh .. bou t-

geolsi... The ,,",W of value basically
p,esup;:x>se$ p,of il as the mot ive
force of J)rO<h>ction A stand <>gains!
lhew bourgeois deTerminanTs must
be encou,aged and strenglhened.
Why then is Gorbachev sobbing OWl"

this socialist slllnd 01 lhe Soviel
~1 brI'l thi! II rewlal ion?

Gorbachev insisIs lhal he has been
he/ped by "'l.enWl·s works. e<.peciaIIy
his 11I51- . Hi' does not co nsider
lenin's~ of imperialism. tIw
stale. the party.~ 01 11 r,-""*,,ion
and M.mr.ism lIS II ...now. What he
sangIes ouc is '1..erun·s vak.able idedS
on ""'nagemenI lind self·manage·
menI. profd and loss IOl:COOOling. and
lhe linking of public and personal
rnleresls-_ GorbIIchev therefor.. tels
us thai he is II "1.enimsl". In fact
Gorbachev kill! Lminiwn In embrace ,

During the ..a rly 1920 ·s. lifter II rev
olution and Ih, .... years 01 cMI war
and bettl..s against 14 inv.,d ing
powers, dl d nrre when Iarg<> scale
industry in lhe USSR hdd ....ized 10
..~isl. .....hen I",,,.....' IS CCltlld nol be
JlI!f'i<kld.>d 10 ",Ulh.. i, crops because
Ilwre ......" nOlhing for lhem 10 spend
tl...;, morlt'Y on, " I " urre when The
only .....ay of ",,",plllg everyone from
"'arving ......... for the R.>d Army 10 90
10 lhe COl llllfY'Jde dnd hauI_<rtJ the
pe.....nl s surplu< food ""nel her lhey
Iilwd II or ro"t . u >nm. ,,'('il'lg TM
<!dngo>f of .. po ......... "l'rNng . cam.'
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up with what became known "" the
New Economic Policy (NEP). He
caIk!d this policy a "stra tegic retreat",
a "reverting to a1pi~\sm to a « rta ln
extent". This was the only choice
fadng the ruling prolNrIlIt If It was
to 5l?CIITe and strengthen lis poIulcal
power. NEP allowed a certain lew!of
prf.'ate ownership and un'""'rIcted
productlon In peasant famOIes. The
prolNriat had to hire some former
bourgeots factory ownenand I"Xpens
and fuolctionaries becal M It had no!
yet had~ 1"Xpl!. lell« In ces
!<Un lidd5 of Industry and gowm
menI . The NEP was rnelIIll lOewtl a
~ *kness and_1O
be cftsco lTaged once 1M sid<nes$_
cured. Wh"t l..eN1 _ asa "retreat".
Gortw:heY sees as an abso*Jte . a ""lOY
10be ~ .. "ed by1M Sovid l.Jnon. a
"positiw change".

GORBACHEVS
TARNISHED
SOCIAUSM
Shortly after MIk/'wIoI Gori:Iactwv all·

t3ined supmne authonty as General
Secretary . he made a symbolic:
choice. He wi February 25 as the
date lor 1M opeloil 19 of the 27th Party
CoI"""ess In 1986. Fri>ruaoy 25 was
!he dale on IIotlich Nikit4 Khn.rd>ev
poured slop on Stalin·, polito
career. aI the 20th Party Coo"""U$

In his speech 10 1M 2nd Nowmber
1987 rneetilog 01 the ~a1 Com
1Tlittft', Gorbac:hev dedared that the
"~ 01 SWirl and his enIowage" Is
"el O " OOUS and unlorgMlble". What
doesGortw:heY consider Stalin gui/Iy
of? His U iticislli of Stalin In the rolm
of theory could not be~ !ding
In the same~ Gorbachev at·
laCks what he terms Stalin ·, "eno
neous tl>rory of an aggravatlon 01
dass SIn-9:lJe In !he course of socialist
construct ion: Gorbllchev sees no
need 10 sweep away the 00urge0tsll!
under sodalism. He is under no ;flu
sion:

"Socialism han dlffe re-nt criterion for
distribution of social benefits: "From
each according to his ablhty. to each
according to his ""'OTk". There 1$ no
exploitation of man by man, no dlvl·
slon Into rich and poor , Into mUllo-
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na ire and peupet , aU nations are
eq....,/ among equals, all people are
guaranteed jobs. Thls is the embodi·
ment 01 social just ice under sccel-

""'".
St.-I In'S1artOld by conunlttlng the same
mistake when In 1936 In his report
"On the DnIft C<:wNitutlon of the
USSR "he statOld, 'Thus the complete
YIctory of the socialist system In all
~ of the na tional OOOilOi lty Is
ro.o.' a fact - It ITM!4nS that the ex·
pIoitatlon of man by man has been
abolished, eIlmInatOld - thus all the
e .ploiting claun '-"" ro.o.' been
eliminated". This led Stalin 10 the
wrong condu:sion M~ In his
re-porttotht 18th Col og' l!M 1n 1935:

"'11w feature !hili disl:i'1guishes ScMe1
society today from ¥tY capitalist SO"

cieIy is that it no 10nger conI.lins
.,Laogoilim: hosl:iIe dMses . !hili the
I"XpIoiting dMses '-"" been elm
RiltOld while !he ....oo.en. peasants
.-.:I 'nldectuals~ make up the
50Yiet society Iiue .-.:I work In lrimd-
.." cn'aboratlon".

In fl5O'T'ICe, SlaIIn one 'Wly em
phasized the~~em ..-d
fded to deal sufficiendyand conecdy
with other asped$ of !he ,eIatioo lS 01
production and the superslr'UUure
.-.:I thn reaction 10 the ou.nenhip
~em. Stalin CClI"lCUied thai since
-.-ship was wei sorialj"l'd .~
9O'listic dMses.-.:l the IntemaI basis
for capitalist restoraoon had been
elirninated. This Stalinist theory re
duced c.apital;sm 10 IiItIe more than
the ¥tern of priIIate 0\I0'Il0!T'Ship and
the nistence of antagonislic dasws .
Once political power i§ wized and a
~em of pubbc ownership of the
means of production a ppliOld . no
thought Is then giwn to a thorougIl
going soclalisl revolution larevolution
within a revolution) on the political
and ideological fronts. Attomtlon is
only given to production and more

"",,",,"'"

Thls theory of the productive forces
wl'\ouSly hampers the genuine tasks
facing the proletariat in that it con
lin... the proletarla t to production
and production alone . As a result
whatlM'r stroggle the proIetarlat can
W"9'! , II will be nothing more than for

ecooomic demands. Economlsm Is
therefore entrenched.

"The other major weakness of this
theory ts that It Is preoccupied with
the eoonomIc base at the expense of
the superstructure. There are a host
of closely releted~tions that flow
from this preoccupallon : disregard
for the ITWl$W$ as makers of history,
relianc<l on plarvwn, preoccupation
with tee~ and experUse. con
f~ in hierarchy and (ll'W--man

Il'IIIr'lagl!fTt. reliance on material in
omlives. and a lotal lack of 'nlere1l1n
tht transformallon of an IndMduafs
world """"". The end~ bee...."'..s
the gnMth ofa pcIIWI'fU b..-eaucralic:
apparalUS completely a1imatOld from
..~.

DJrIng the latter part of his life, SWin
did begra 10 attempl to anaIyzc !I(IITW

of the contradil.tkH IS that S1i1 exist
\nIer .......w;.m. This Is~ so
In his 1asl: work. • fLu lCH.icP""b"".
of '5ocia/Mm In the USSfr. Stalin
here does lay _ on the fad that
cuntradictkHb bet.au. tht fon: n
.-.:I relations of pn:d.octlon OOflflrtUOl!'

to exist \nIer suciabsm.-.:l that If not
properly han:;lled thew contradic
tions cuuId becui I '" anta§Iollim: .-.:I
......... pro.oIlW a basis for capitaIisl:
restOl"iltlon or tor bcugeuls ..!me.ts
firding a breathing 5pOOl! 10 dish.wb
socialist piogtlll •• ,-. Buld . he did
not deal with the continuing fJOl'lIra
diction bet' 2ii the base and !he
~ and did no! point our
that this contr>vIio I jo • I ccnstituies a
basic oontradiction In a !IOClaIist SO"

cie ty and also fInds e",presslon
throughout soda/iml prlndpaly In
the existence of the bourgeoisie and
the prolNfial and the struggle bot
tween them.

It is only during the LsSI part of his
re ign that Stalin unleashed cion..
struggle under the dlctatonhlp of Ihe
proletariat . Mr Gorbac:hev attac ks
this wry dass struggle under social
ism. He sees It as anarchic and un·
necessary . We In the Black
Consciousness Movement crltlcll ..
~lin for :-

1. fa iling to grasp and IIpply dialec
tical materlahsm In the uncleI'
standing of the laws of class

as



slrugglo!o in., sodlIhsl socil'ly,

2 _ (.,iIing 10 recognize thaI.,fter ex
tensi'IIe coIlectiI.U&ion of <tgr'iaJ
tu re clu s Sirugg lll' .,00 Ihll'
(Olltrlldiclion be.......... tt.... socW.
i$l <Jnd ClIpiU11isl: I'O«l:s confinull'$.

3 . wftng no mill"""" b.tse fOf capi·
lalise rESlor"lion Jnside tbe So
vill'I Union but only seemq a
th",at 01 inv"sion by intll'mll'
llonal ClIpit.,)ism,

4 . wriously neglecting "'Jncult1n
<Jnd~ life and Iopsiddy
sttessing hEtl\.Y 1OO.1shy•

5. havrog 1I~ interntllioNlisl
policy las ClII'I bee WIl'n in hi$
1I1h1ude IOWllrds lhe Chinll'se
Revolution),

6 . gtving supremacy to prodUCl1on
rather than cl"ss/ide ologic,,1
.""",.

7 unrelll~kllily prlorili l ing the
eoDii","ic bese rtlther tben lhe
Sl.Ipe'f'Structt.e.

8 being a lechnoc:r" l,

9 excftSiwly suppressing <V>d Iiqui.
d<oling opponrots in the purQll'S
of the 1930s

bet IWYErtheless uphold S1l1hn lrom
lhe~ of TroIslIy, KhnJschIl'v
and GorbKI1eY.

Gorb.!IocheY int.-.nds to model tt.... mosI
r.vw;id Ill'tllures of uopi!6isl socio>l:~"" .."..
-nw nsence of whal ..... plan 10 do
throughoul lhE counlry is 10 rll'pl.Jce
predominantly oomlniseraliW melh·
ods with predomi""ntly ecooomi<:
methods' .

"If pIl'r'SOrIaI int.....esu a,e disr'-'9i'rded ,
nothing wID rome of IhE effort, and
sociely wiI only SlMd 10 Ioosoe'

-nwrll' .ve benefits kw PEOPIo!o in tIw
spOeorll' of production .-d culnJrll'.
For inst4nce,"'" Ww special carll' of
our eminIl'nt sdmlisls,~
and writen.·

Not surprisingly, pereSl roika hes its
grea til'sl Il'mphasis on thE principle
"From each l'CCOfding 10 his olbility,

..

to eech aexording to his wort<", This
is somll't1mn ca ll1l'd ' bourge ois
Iighl".Gorb.!IocheY sen this p i .. ipIoo
as something whose seq» is 10 be
widerlo.d, enlrenchEd aod str""9"
tbered, nol l<) be- reseri!;Wd bil by biI
urd the """'inmml of !h,,11UprIl'ITIe

gool,'Trom eech <lCCording 10 his
lIbilily, 10 ll'/lCh lIccording 10 his
nll'll'ds", The k1ltll' r is co mplll' te ly
pushed undoor lhe c" rpet '

No wondIl'r Iw comp/4ins so much
abouI "wlOge-lIl'wlling". He :ioNS J)(ly

tlOCOIding 10 wort< as 'IlIprerne social......
Tlw COi,WTVtlI...... 4UbboIe1:h: A ftlir
d<ty·s wage for " ftlir day's ........k·
serves as " wlIlcllword lor Gor·
Mchev's l.lbour policy. like till other
capillllisls Gorbachev c"' ims 1.....1 "'.
boor is p1Iid ",cording 10 work 1"'r·
lormed (Gorbdc he v earns 15 00
roubles a month which is lIbool R5
834 . aboct !I<'Vefl times I..... """'''9'''
J)(ly of 1I Sovie1 -.krI.

--..vlw is the iT\iIIn snort -i:Oi .M'Y of
the old eoDii ... ' '''' 1l'IIIdlino>ry?,' Goo-
becbev asb. till' lhoen prootkies .m
tlIlSWe'r. 11 is tlbow till lhe lack of
in........ "' imuh lor se lf-&>wlopmmt".
This inrJll'r stimulus is prolits. till'
therefore concludes lMt this stimulus
must become ' " powerful "",,"r. a
motivating lo re", for rll' soureeful

q uali ty p",rfo r m" nce ". For Ihll'
country not 10 ' sland 10 kx>se' lis

PEOPIo!o rwed 'dnnwd" mal"""" In
cmliws. No ClIpiUa1tsl could say it,.....
The Idea of worker P<Utidp1l lion in
lho!~ of pro<Lction cc
cupies an importanl pl<lcll' in lhe rww
l.1won state enterprises adopled dur·
ing June 1987 in the SovK.t Union ,
which prOllides for IhIl' Il'lectlon oi tbe
mllnagerial~ by tbe memo
bmof the l.1bour roIectiw.~_

isls I\lliI this ol$ " broadIl'r ClII'npIIign
lor g/asnou lopoolhlssl <lnd "dnno
aotlil(lilor,~ lhe Sovie1 SO"

dIl'Iy . In " further IYlI;\IoIIl' to ilC.w se
p..trticjpalion of lho! workers, " .........
lnlilJtution ClIIIed lhe labour collectiw
council {SOII;"'1 fft.ldortQtlO koll.,kf;·
001 I1<Is in the "",in oo.-.n established
HOWl'VIl'r , as shook! be "",peeled . S0
viet produclive units .........e not I,,,,,,,·
formed into cenlrn of clas.s slruggw
.,nd r<'lations boot.......... these- W its
W€1"e not lr;ons(ormed in on:l<I'r 10

bre.ok down the rftal...... wpMtlllOn of
lhe workers /rom drrect eccess lo lhe
nw.onsof~1On. disl ribulion and
1iilC11.mgIl'. Lilbour IS sill subordi...,led
10 "'rid hieT..rehictli forTn$ of tlUth ·
0Ii1y , giwn IncenllVES which amount
10 profit-sharing ,,00 lhll' workers "'Il'
com cioosly st..reed 0 1 infor""'tion
<lboul ""tlonal lind world issuo>s . Gor·
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tw:hev boasts tlbou tthls worker per
ticipeltion tlnd tllso the existence 01
production committees In the Soviet
Union. We hear muth ttllk tlbout Ia·
bour mjc¥ng rights 01 "having a say'
in the alftli" 01 production but no
diso 'SSion ol lis Iighl loNfl the~
sttlle. mte'jAi:in. education, media
and~e and trtl nslorming the
~wodd inlo its 1rn/ogI!! In fact this
is n greIllnt Iighl uroder~
IITY KKiahsm.

No manl!'l' how 005Y the new """'"
tlgl!lTll!nt system is. 1Iv poinI is (lI'I(:O,>

the pn;d.oetjon 01 ,..p.1S~_1l! domt
Mtes sodaI pn;d.oetjon, .... Iiol.Jou"
b"':......u e commodity. Once lhe
wge 10 produce more becomes the
requlremenl for maximil./lti<)n o f
profits with tl minimum 01 capiltll
inYo!'sIed in a parlicul.", itlbour pro
ens, once this charaet"""'s pI.ion.
ning. the p roduce rs beco me
eheneted. oppreS5<'d . W~labour
thus become a verll dependent com
modity , This metlns that this labour
power Iscontrolla:l tlnd utilized on an
expanded basis to produce and repro
duce relations which /Ire /lllen to lhe
.........king class. In \IOOr country. Mr.
Gorbachev, labour Is 50Ciaily useful
«Ind ernploo,lable) only In 50 f/lr /15 Il ls
capable 01 producing wrplus-'ue
and meeting lhe demands 01 profilio
bibty , Wor\<er particlpeltion In the
echelollS oi~ Is~
lory if the shop- lIoor IIoOCIri<er Is re
d uced to /I prOpert lilu s pro le 
Iarian-competing in the 'loIIIe 01 his
only toI l_'IOdIly ' his I.lb:u jlOlM?f .

10 kHp .'egoing,

What mako!s a~ socilIIisl: is the
bd Ihat" proIet.arWIlino! Is owraI n
command. ltw: !IOOety is on the so
cialist road. awn:omrog bourgeois re
lal ions. exposing tlnd destroying
capit4Iist roaders within it. and rno<sI

~I. functioning 4S " spring
board for socialisl rewlutions in other
pelt1S 0I1he world,

On the CJ'eSIion 01 women, (ior.
becbev sees the roIo! of women in the
society almost the same w~ 4S did
the Tsars lIetlrs belore him. He
says: .. , that Is why we are now hold·
ing healed debates in the press. in
public org.anisat lons. at work and at
home, aboutlhe question of what we
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should do 10 make it possible lo r
women 10 retum to their purely w0

manly misslon' , This ' mission' Is
their role lIS mothers and horrv!ma.
ken, The heroic image 01 the Soviet
women \loki gave their IiYes 00ring
the 0c10b0?r Rewlution in 191 7 and
......e aetiYeIv inI.ooIved In the .alll1O!d
SIT\IggIe and the revoUion rrust now
gM! wav 10 GorbocheY's phiIisme...~~..... " .._._~~

" ••• WEAREA
SUPERPOWER"

One 01 the rN:SOn$ .....twy Gorb«hev
cannot aIowcillSs stroggto> in a~
is!: soriety Is th4t it ..... cause 1awIess
roess' , He W4rl1S -petl(:e' and 'mutwI
understand'"!l' between ' groups-.
Substltutli' 'cJM,se,' 101' groups, He
writes. "There is no do>mocr4CY, nor
can lherli' be. wilhout g las l'IOSl , And
there is no presoml-day socialism. nor
can there be . without democr4CY_
-More sccensn metln5 a more dy
namic pace tlnd crli'41ivli' efldo.>avour.
more organisalion. lew and order.
more SCKmllf lc rretbcds and initiative
in eronomic management . efficiency
in adminislr"llon, and tl better and
richer maleriallife lor the pwple",

Whtll then is the definition of capital ·
ism if this typilies socialism? Gar·
becbev seems 10 haw a beIid thaI
whtllewr the USSR don meri ls
being said 10 be in lhe TltWTIli' 01 s0cial
ism_ Socialism is imbibed like high
school cMc$ and has beom Irans
formed from /I .,nilosopllll 01 rebel
lion "net conscious strugg'" lor
emancipIItion allhe proIet4riaI no e
re igiorl d the Soviet status quo.
Gorbachev sees Hungary IIotIen! en
lerprise largE1s are not ewn set cen
ITcoIJy anymore - or Rumania 
where ewn the pretence 01 " m0n

opoly on Iomgn lTadt twos been dis
CMdi'd - and China post 1976 
where priva le~ip <ni e;,.pi4oI.
is! relal ions 01 produchon haw beom
n>inlrodlo::ed 01'1 tl g rtlnd scale - as
all ' sociallst" countrles. Now th4t_
haw lound lhe Rosselta sloroe for
Gorbachev's~ _ mall con
clude that Hungary. Rumania and
others are "soctebst" beceuse they are
IoyaJ members 01 the Soviet domi·
nated COMECON tlnd WARSAW

PACT,

Gorbachev. dispirited by the rruli
tary',1ow key response 10 perestrol·
ka mel senior mililary officers at
Minsk and told them,

'We need eno!r9"lJc~~ can
(':('Jmmlln(f Md conwnunlcale . people
with initial;""~ ere competent in
their woriI- ,

Dmitr'l)l YtlZ/7II replaced the ;oging
~ Sokobv illS USSR delerICe'
minisl:oer in Po4tly 1987. Noc onIlI is
Yur:1I/ " ni",ble n Iilded militarist. he
isan anili'nI5UppOI1oer d perestroika,

MisrhI~. " Ie.1ding Soo.rieI
rniIitary spobspenon \loki is dose 10
Gorbachev politicallv, argued that ,
"Nothing is mor" dependent on the
stale 01 the eoonomy than the tlTTT't)'

Weapons, supplies, IlICtics and """'"
strtllegy depend 01'1 lhl' Il'wI of pr0

duct ion and the ITll!tln5 01 communi
calion' ,

Again the SilITlli' Orgakov confesses:

• In order to rrcreese the military
preparedness of lhe count...... today as
""""r befo re, ills necessary 10 co-or
diMle mobilll./ltion "nd depIoymenl
of the armed forces",

The USSR has"", undying levolution-
tlry legacy, Gorb.tchev kn;>ws this
W1Y _ U, He thomolorli'_~10_
Ihis legacy 10 _ his reactionary
inI,"",s. He talks about g<xJdI ... s.s in
Soviet history in that it "brought fOl'
""'"v backwtlrd Russia 10 the light
pItlce- lhe place the Soviet tnon
OC('>1Jlies In human progrns· . Whal
place is thaI:' GorbocheY er+ovs !his
~_ He anoganllysays: 'Today
ltwy say, tomli' with ....tlIion and
otherswith open hostility. thai: """ ......
a Wpo!'I"pOWeI"· . He therelOl'e leads
the USSR in btllolling ~ke 00li'_ This
l3kes him beyond Soviet boode.s 10
look for · areas 01 infIumce',

So <!espertlle tile the Soviets they
now challenge Amer ica ",",n in
places long reogarded as sacrosanct
a!en4S of AlTll!rican inf1uli'nce _ The
Ptl(: jfic has long been reogarded as "an
Arr..-r\elIn lake". In the summer of
1986 Gcrbechev announcoo in a
speech gi\l\'n a t the USSR 's largest
Pacific pori . ~i"OS1ok. that. ''The
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SovIet Union is also an ~n and
Pacific oounlTy", This ITM'SMge _

no! loot to the eMS 01 the I1\.oal US
irnperialn;ll

Soo:Mel """'slliPl are lEemi"9 in Ihe
war ,torn Perlia.n Gull with Gor·
~ proda;ming Itw 5<:Met Union
-Ihe ~M'"IIQI" 01 Gull WCIdy". Tlw
US Il dalming the l4nW llafu5,. Tlw
ScMdl increa.ed tIll'ir rniIit«y aid 10
North Kore4 and V~m.~.

a ted diplomatic a nd cornmerclal re","
lionl wllh certain p~ Island
state l . moved to secure cornmercial
ties with SaudI-Arabia and even ra n
KUY.tailloil ltlnkers underSovIe1I\ags.

HOW NOT TO FREE
THElESS
DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES . • •
Gorbaclwv noIn that the whole
world ne«b restruetumg Bd the is
no! what tw ....aIIy melli'll.

Tlw firll thing to point out is lhat tlw
dMslon 01 lIw world Into oppressor
and oppre....d nations Is not objec.
tionable to Gorbachev. He only corn·
pla lFl$ about a "widening rather lloan
narTO'olIing" gal' between ttw!wo.

He dedves that lIw USSR reoog.
nirft how Im portant "ttw Mid<Ie
EastAsioa.1..n-lAmerica.oth« Third
Worl;t ' igkMlS an;! ako 50WI AfrQ
are lor Amencan .wod Wntern fuo.
pean a:a lOIllies. in~ ll!I ,.,..,

molerlGll<¥Ces. To CUI those IinlIs
is the 10., Ih ing_ want to do. and
_ haw no desi re to prow>ke FlIP
turn in hlotorically formed. mutual
economk: Interests". He goes 00 to
say they (the Soviets) "do not pursue
goals InImical to Wesle rn Inte rl"'ts".
Hisw-r apologia is revealed here:

"'While ow do not appn:M!' the char
aewr 01 Itw currenl ....laIOn. be
t-n the West and the dew. '9
oounrries. _ do noI W9f that they
be~.

He therl!'Iore !IlJ99"$IS -a rww world
""'....""'.lic oodrr- that . tw wyo. came
out 01 a <XlnWr$o/Ition with French
Pr.,.;dern M.nerand:"lf the enterpOse
Is 10 function effectively. it is Impo-ra'
tive tbet lhe employees Incomes are

"

guaranteed . and. despite
their lowieYel, are able to
eR/lblo! them to resto r"
their production caPII 
c lhe l . ma in ta in their
health . upgrade their
~fitall(lnl. .wod r_
tn.,;, children", He lie

cuses tlw West 01 failing
Io..-»entand Ihl "sirnple
truth".

SovIet dealings with de ·
pendant toonlriel are by
no mearll d issimilar, So
lliet lrade with LOCs ex·
pmk SovIet inoLstry In
!wo WIIyl:

1. By prcl"iding a mar·
ket lor Sov;et mao
chinery. an;!.

2. By providing li m
por1ed1 r_~

for nlusny (iflcbI.
ing foodstuff I..... its
workers In Industry)

Whe n the USSR Imports
raw molerlllis from lOCs.
il is able to redoce tlw
mote expensi"" expan
sion 01 domestic 0UfpuI oI lhese r /¥oN

matenols, For insIance the impor1 01
long staple 001I00 from Egypt .wod
Su:lon is ..... expel S ... than the con
!ItrUction 01 nJensiw imgabon sys
tems in Sc:Md Centr41 Alia . By
expOib"9 rnarU~goods in .....
tum lor IllW matenal knpcllts. !he
USSR .. able to incr..aw i1s rllte 01
iodusl:riali•.alioo. A rapid pece 01
capital a«um.olalion allows for the
coootanlintroduction 01newl«/moI·
ogy. All these factors enabl.. the
USSR 10 become /I world power
while preserving (If not re inforc ing)
the wbordinate tole oI lhe lOCs

From 1956 on. the USSR hao lleom
extending Cl"eGlS on a I.wg.!- r .ale.
According 10 US <'5timoJln. from
1955 tt.ough 1976 the USSR "".
tended 11 .8 b6Jn dolan. 0\00ef 95
percent 01 ...mdl was 1oanJ. Eastern
Europe.an oountries ex!erded 6 .4 bi1
Iion~ . 28 perceTlt 01 Soviet /lid
hasgone to Egyptandlndia. Another
43 per C<'nt has gone to lhe Middle
Eest. ~Iy defined (Aighan lotan .
Algerlll , Iraq. Syria /lnd Turkey). 10

per cent has gone 10 sub-SMaran
Af........ and 2Q per cent to the rnt 01
!he ..-Id. Tlw crooill -nortzecI in
an aod agree>, Ol!l iI c.mnciI be~ \,FItU

II.rtIwr "9'ee"""ots are signed. Tlw
SovIets approw 01 Mdt pm;.d

lor the foods "'" 10 be uoed
TIw~ ....... be spenI on goods
pord>ased in the Soviet Union.

The abow figures 00 Soo:Mel "aid"" do
not indJde milil4ry aid. Soviet a nns
v,ipmenl. to lOCs from 1967 until
1976are estimaled at 13 46 0 m illkm
dol lars , From 1965 to 19 74 Egypt
purchased 2 400 million dollars.
~ and Iraq together oo.q,t 2 000
miIIiort dolors. and India p..-chased 1
300 miIlon doIars. SovIet orms laIes
•oftencalledSouiet nWitary"ad" . ......
generally~ by ten ."... aedits
/with .. mool: a three year gr~ pen
ad) ... 2 10 2 1/2 po-r celt interell: .
The prices paid by lDCs lor Soviet
""'" are 40 10 50 po-r cent bel0...
W_ em prices, Tlw USSR tar! im
port more valuable goods than it ex
ports bec<tuse lhe lOCs musl pay
inlereol demanded by SovIeI loans
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rllicf1 So::Met """5 "Up •• "tl haw
t-n ;J~ portion 01 10l<Il So::Met
I'I<pOfb 10 tho! lDCs. 1M So::Met
Union is to<pIoiIing tho! de pl"odl'rc
CI.IU'lItin ......d lordl'l0!l'lCl' lor ill~
l'Conomic advanlagn, Most ;J1'fTI$

..-.s byboth tho! Wl'SI and tho! 5cMl'b
10 tho! Thrd Worid c:cunnn ...
..........." of oideo"~••"t lind of
oId-lashioned calibre' . As Iho!y ilCCU"

.....te prof~s from this 11'0. I'"
So::Met IeadeTship is llbIl' 10 purd>aw
Wl'SI..m lochnology,

Somo! rl'Yisionisls ;J"JUl' II'0l sincl' tho!
Souiets do not p;port c.'Ipillli tho! .........
lhe Wesl does. then II ITIl'<)nS t'"
USSR is not impolr»lisl , Let us look
al this dif!l'fl'IlCl' l'\III!'Il marl' c1owly ,

It is true that tho! Souiet Union does
not lollow the Wl'SIml Sly\l' of dirl'd
inYesImoml /Ibro;Jd , or ;Jtll';Jsl , not as
lll/lSSr.oely M the Wl'S/ does. Sov\l't
"a id" could be repaid In kind through
bIIr1er arrangements , In 0100 words.
the Sov\l't Union will ...nd rrooney to
help construct a fllCtory lind p" rI 01
the output.of that IlICtory will then
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hIIw to ,..,lum to lhe Sov\l't Union .
There Is no fundllmenlal diffefeTlCe
bel ......e n p"ymenl in commoditie s
and pal"T'eflt in rrooney , In both asses
""ll>l! is bo-ing generated abroad and
tra nsferred back 10 the imperialist
country in llnother form, bul il is still
l' xlracled ""ll>l!. lll/lterial ized as a
commodity. Howewr, tills is not to
oay that the SoYIet Union's 0YETSeaS

profits rq>r.-nt a large share of total
prof,ts , This is to oay lhesl' profits
play a prominenl roll' wilhin the
opeI'ationsoltlw decisiw lind !eliding
unit. of So::Met finance capital , Some
oftlw 5cMet Un;on's major «on
omic transactions depeild on tIww
OWI"IotolS profit..

WI' ...... "'.....OIIbe' thai the acI of
npOl1ing capitallI/ways rl'lnaios. in
......nee. p;portation of II social reIII
bon k'l tIv "Third World" CI.IU'lItin
this sodaI rNticn pIIIys a cLaI role ,

I it C(lI'"lbnued Il'la lions t..-
!WHn tho! IrnperiaIisl and tho! de-
pl'",de'lf «U'IIry,

2, it OS$ifies tho!~ dess of tIv:
de .., ldet lf 0CUllry.

SoYil't-finllnced tnduslrialilatien in
tIw Third World ser.es in f"ct 10
p;pand c.apQIisIll'lalions 01 pro:b:.
IloI'\; Sooiil't ~ Il\IClOfWs p;p.YI(i
..... 1aIxu emPo!,ml'nIl..-.der con
dilions of inteT"OS" npIo;tation) aI tIv
l' x........ of 'lOfT"ol'Iimn prl'lerable
pI'l'"CApi!aW rno<il's of prodJction.
TIw aid thai 90ft 10 tho! Third Work!
gowrTlfTWf'ISgol'S str,,;ght 10 tIv col·
I..,. of tho! roIing c\as!;. newr 10 tho!
1OOIking~ . T1w gow" . ... nlsof
India , Egypt , Syr;" and other SoYIet
",,;d" .«ipitnlsarl' in tho! '-'ds of tIv:
comprador~, Neo-colo
niosIisfTl lherdO«' is tho! canlrol of tIv:
«onomil's of lhl' "Third World"
COfJflInn by imperialist powers. the
lying of lhe comprador ll<ugeois
c"'"" 10 tho! apron strings of the
international bourgeoisie,

lmporialism lool'fOfI' is not an a n
lIChronisl ic gowrTlmeTll policy nor a
cynical conspiracy against less de-
....Ioped count..... by f'I'lOr'lOIXlIypi
l" list. nor Is il a warch o f lll/lrkets
beyond one '. borde rs , Imperialism i.
'ooled in ,m. law. of molio n of
cap ita l, in ,m. nat,, 'e of capital as a

self-expand ing oolue. II I. lhal ' V"
tern of capital exporta llo n which
,ei nfo,ce. a n "nequal Internollonal
d ivl. io " of laboor tn which a few
countrle. domlnale ,m. world«0'"

om v and 1m. ,"I assu ml!' , ''' ""I!'of
being mere . " bo,dino les , lmperlal·
ism is c.'IpitaJ In maximum mobility,
swiftl'Sl productien lind rl' productlon
01 ils Illmily. emphasis lind f'e"'efT>"

phasison rtSl'lf olS an l'xpanding social
",!alien. 4 fela llon tl'0l . lhrough ii,
own conlfllClidions U I..... re in
forcE'S lind rewals i1...1I10 lhe prole
tariat olS enemy TlUO'Ilbef 0fW. 4t hoow
lind olbrood. In most usn. c.'IPilal
conditions behavioral patlems of tho!
~l in tIv molher «U'IIt"J lind
thaf of tho! dePl'nde.i1 COU1try _ ·
cessfully or unwcc_f" llyJ . T....
~l of tIw molher 0CUllry •
fa, rgl'ly l'mbo\orgl'oi.il il'd . Thl'i f
Sl.arwdard of IlYing Is considl'rMlly
higher than INr: of tho! dotpl'.........
coo.rr-.ry . This split crealn contr.toc·
lions boil .. ..n ......" obo O$ of t1w ......
l.wnily (the prolNnan lanWyI. <Api
1aI, I!'\'l'I' 1ooI<r.g lor monr __ 01
~.~ on an ...-med
scaIo! tivMJy hnjtiIft1ing contradlc
Dons lind crisl'$ in tho! ....... w:x1d,
gMng Irnh I" .wi "'ita 01 w:x1d_.
Gorbdwv is wry~ of this.

"We would not beg for
peace"

"Tho! krJdamomcaI jAioldjM of tIw
.-- poIitic.'Il outIoolI Ii wry simple ,

nuclear -.. cameo: be " ITW¥OS of
adtil'Ying political , li'COflOfilK . ide0
logical or any 0I1w. goals' Gar ·
bachev thl' fl'l o rl' u lls 10 '
pe« el-".k o el<istO!l'lCl' blNo..n c0un

tries. Yet l'\III!'Il in Gorbdwv's n0i
siest calls lor pe«l' tho' Ti\I&lry and
t<msion be tvo..n the Amenc.sn and
SoYIet irnpmaIisl blocs Isaudibll! ,

Gorb<rchl'v KCUSes tlw US lIS priml!
perpelr"tors of IInned conflict. He
rec.oIIs tbe Tripoli IncIdml: l n April
1986 Amer1can ",,"r planes bombed
Tripoli , & ngI\ali 4nd other ",..; llitil's
in iJbvlln terrilory." He lICC\IOoO\I the
gowmmenl of the NATO counlrles
fo r silently """ tchlng t'" dl'wlop
meets lind not doing "nythlng lo OP
pool' lh is US acllon . Even IIJOTW Is the
lacllhat in lhe a ttack• •Ame rica n ""ar
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planes took ofl lrorn bllses in Bri~in

and flew through the air space of
Western Europe: He lhen uses this
atlaCk as a yardsllck, "And whal if the
Americ.lIn m~i~ry takes a notion to
punish one of the Wanaw Treaty
CCUlhies by boclobU'!lll? What then?
Act as If noctmg hoppme& Hullhis
is war!" Should the US Ihink the s0
VIETUNIONIs powerles.s, thiswWd
be "wishful thlnking.• If the 5lMet
Union. when II _ IT'UCh weaI<er
than now,_In. position 10 meet
the ch' ''9" thai il faced, then jn.

deed "~ a blind penon~ be
lM'>abIr: to sec thai CU' cap«ily 10
maintain strong deiencn and sind
ta>eousIy~ social and oCher
~ has eliOlTllOUSly increased."

A radear waf~ be a US la" .
The US sets the lone for the ann-;
~, The Soviet Union and the US
are both sign.'ltories 10 the treaty ben
ning nuclear tesls. But lhe US "went
on with .. serles of nucle<'l.r lests, lis
sJX>kesmen o ff icially deelared lhal it
is Moscow', business whether to test
nucle<'l.r charges o r not, As fa r as"lhe
US was concerned the tests would
conllnue without any Iet·up : Soviet
stra legists, Goroachev lncluded, con
sidolr the inclnentlon of scores of
miDions Ihrough nuclear Urikes and
the use of ot lwr mlllions as cannon
fodder in the field as deci:sftle, Soviet
stralegy Ur"oplie, .. rear1'an~ Imper·
ia lisl order ,

It is lrue Ihat in a world where i>OCialisl
countries are Ihrealened by nucle<'l.r·
a rmed Ur"operiahsl ste tes, nucle"r wea·
pons would be ill ne.::essity, But the
Soviet armed forces ere guided by "
we.spons-firsl doctrine built ilIfOUOCI
nucle"r warneilllk, In fillct , this ccc
lrine ilIIone is reMOfl enough 10 coo
demn t he Sovie l m ili lill ry a s
impen.Wt.

WhaI: we are presenled wilh is this:
Bush and his NATO ilIIies toy with
groIesque notion!o 01 1imitoo nuclear
"""" and lftk IIlIay$ to surgic.aIy use
their radeilIr ilIfsen.Jib againsl ttM!ir
riIIilIIs. ...nile Iwmting dIJrnage 10 theW
own Impel"Silll~ hcJrno,lands. Gu
bIJchey and his Wa l"SillW PilIC1 oIl;es
(IrVlCllR:e lhal they will not pLoy by
such rules and Insist thal their prep
arations are to meet (Iny nuc lear <!X

chill nge with al l oul a nd geneT,,1
nuclear bornbIirdrnent of the planet'

It is lhe United States lhal started to
pulloul of the SALT-II Treaty, "rgue5

Gorbachev. This tre" ty waS decl"red
"deed". Then the Americans st"rted
to br"in...."sh tM lr citizens and the
world's public In o rder to destroy Ihe
unlimited Anll ·Ballisllc Miss ile
Trea ty. It Is the US government ad
ministration lhal se<?S il lit to continue
with tho. Slrateglc Defence Initialive
ISDI) . Gorb<ochev therefore w ys ;
"Yes. we llfe against SOl. boc"' .... we
are for oompIe1e el ifnifwllion 01 nu-

clear weapons and because SOl
rTI(Iokes lho! world ever more un5lllble"
this p" rts tho! smile. .

"'They (tho! Wesl) think lhal if the
USSR is "fraid 01 SOl it should be
intimidated moral ly. economically.
poIilicaly and militarily. This explains
the 91'_ Slress on SOl, the 4im being
to exhaust us",

Thencornestho.!e<'th. 'We wadd 001
beg lor peace, We had more ltwn
once respo..ded to dn' ages an:!
~ do so <1J9Ul". W'hat else can
"respond loch, ' ..g"'" rneMi excepI

"""911"'!l and winning a w¥. coIcIy
calculating how many millions of
peopIeo can and must be i lci..e,aled
and how IT'UCh 01 !he' wadd rnuSI be
koid 10 -.te in order 10 g rab a bigger
share 01 tho. pbdeT?

He recalls : "T he Sovie l Uni on
emerged from tbe SecorIIIWorldW",.
in a very difficull condition, Nevenhe
Ies$, we succeeded in reSloring what
had been destroyed , in bulkling up
OUr e.:onomlc polential and in con·
fidently tac kling our defensive tasks,
15 this not the lesson for the future?"
Yes. it is Gorbachev, II is also a chal
lenge 10 the inte"",tioniol prolelllrial
and tho. oppressed TI/Itions to rise up
.-.gains! both your imperialist bloc and
lho. US bloc in order 10 free hurlwUty
from threals 01 nuclear war a ttacks
and the deSlruction 01 every IMng
soul on the pland. earth . •
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Welcome To The
Shababl

by Palridt Moodty

D anger <Uld opportunity are ifflep
ilr.KJle. When the sees ere turbu·

I..n l . it Is possibl@ lor a wswl
~ingly "<mS>ed in the ""WlI' S
trough 10 I!'I'TII!'I'ge at the CN'Sl 01 the
IWldgreal.......u .

WhiIl' noting the (lWO"allnl0MIlOr\llll
situation. the ~ concbion 'or one
lodr""" is tNl nothing Tem/lins tu to
wait 'or one 's own sma( aah 10 be
buffeted.~ <Vd ",.. in the
ino>viIabIe global storm.

The re\lOUionaIV stfU19le ollhe Pe
es...... peoopIe del," the """"Pb
by armchaif Irllriectuals 10 IIChiew a
.....aistio: twI'Hlal.." ri 'ion.

The histon: role of It>€' P<JIesl....,.,
andAz.anian reo.dJtion!.. both~
...nIer-<:oloniai '!tales controIo.'d by
the USA. ..... \/olSt1y infh..omce the
~ workllor~ to come.

From The River
J ordan To The S inai

About two ye<l1'S "!IO. the setller~o

Ionial Slate of 15l'.wlseemed all pco.o.Yf'

luI. and '>OIne dar<.'d 'laY tl\al the
Pll~ini<'ln "wikj Cdro hoJod been dis
carded from the Middle~em deo:k.
ReoKtion.lry vultures o f 411 stripes
ceclded ow' "the eoepse of the P"In·
Iinian rnowment,' Today Israel's
godl<lthers in the USA openly WOITY
about the stability and surviwJl 01 this
indispenwble link in thei, empire '

About two ye".s ilgO. the USA was
congra tulating ilso>lf tMI ilS Persian
Gull policy had brought success, long
sought open alliances wilh the Arab
gulf states were jelling. ,,00 its ex
pallded armada had I.";lablishl.'d a
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firm fOOlhold in the erea The inti
fCIIXkJ (uprising) hM WfIl ~ the AroW
stillE'S who work closely with the
Unded Statn scrambling to nl4b1ish
the1r "anti" 'lfari" credomtillk lIS they
WOITY llbout lhe $p)rks from P~
line jlnlping to ignil.. the II\IISS<'S

wilhin llwir own boIdO'n,

About two years ago. the goal of
IibO'rllling Gil of PalE'St.... Imm Zion·
ism III'ld IrrIperiII6sm .....med like an
old dr..... that ..- ladng amist q.ri
U/I -rea/ism". Deo1.. 0b0'1 9 . 1981 saw
the P llin tin icl n pO'Opie ri$ing up
10Q0"lh0'r in uprecoo..nted W'lity.

T1w SP«''I" of rlOllo",JI /iberotlo<!
"- ""~~rgtdond il ...,Ih 0 flesh
ond blood· in the fiery IleUI gener·
otlo<! of the shabab (the Pok'sinian
\oOUlhj, It is buollh-1aIcrJg 10 we how
rn.dI the~ holwiKCOfTlp&h«!
in the !lruggk! IIfld saaifice of the
Intif<MM1o .......ich~ the whoIo,>
III'lCiomI land of PalO'sr1nO': Imm the
R;".,r JorcJ.m to lhO' edges of Sino"i"s
dnm. lhroughout lhO' impll\lO"TiShO'd
lown!! and rO'fU9'l'" ClImps 01 the G".u,
Strip. in the CT<:l\IKlro farm villago>s 01
lhe Wnl &nk. in the Arllb dismcts
of East JerusaIml lind llmongst lhe!
~1I1led 1sr"..JiArllbs"- toose f>ak>s.
hnians who Iiw within thO' "Gr....n
linO'."

Co nce n tra t io n Point

The Midd'" East is tf-e ccocenrretcn
point 01comple~ end vololti'" centre
dictions. If lhe knot of conlr<tdictions
In the Midd le East point to Work! War
Ill . th.. intifaado has pn en excleme
non markon th.. rO'VOlutionary poten
net o f Ih.. mass.. s It has
d..monstralro Ihat Israel and its US

mast.... ere nor omnipolmt. they lire
giants wilh 1M of day,

History IIoIilI record that the most 1m
portanI political lIiI;Iory won boJ the
&l>abab is to show thai rwoluIion hM
II~ d'IlInce 01 dO'Iwing 1m
pmalism and senlt>r-o;lionWism.

An Israeli coIol e .on pIIIr(llln II GaZlI
Strip re/U9'I'" camp. finds himwlf
sh.:oken boJ Palesl:iniIIn eyes: IhU
eyes show hatred - no dcdlt, And 'II
is II deep hatred , Allhe things they
C&ln(l( SIIlJ and III the things they IHI
insido! 01 llwm. they pt.C inIo Itwir
eyesand in how they look III you. You
l<'el II halred from tIwm _. : To !his
soldier. armed to lhe tnth lind
blIcked boJ III the mode.......~ponrjI
of II Wnlem P'J'o'o"'T . the learloew ll!SS
oflhe shabab is ..........rwlll. ........nJing
III'ld lorebolJw,g: Ilwy are nol: afraid
10 look light III you: he complains to
1I report..... lIS his paltrol IIpproaches
a group 01 glaring P....oniIIn yc»h$.
"Sornr:timn you pass II school. and
s1one-throwrog kids ((lIlW out III'ld
you giw them II daring. inIimidaling
look. ThO'y st.iIn!' light beck at you III'ld
(hey give you the l<'eling lhal lhey
holw wlf-ronfidence" He lIdch lha t
the sllobab do nor look al his olUIo
malic rifle wilh hai red but WIth coc.oe
tousness ,This loomakeshimUllllasy.

1'If"..J "nd the US holwlhrown 1!'Yery
thing " I the shabab inc:U:ling genoci
dalmOililry6SSlIUlIson civilians. illegal
dO'tmlions. dO'moIitions ofhomes and
dO'port/ltions, lsrlll'h Pri"", Minisl\!t"
so"mir vowed. "lsreel will present in
the most determined way any at ·
tempi to certv out "ny ide~ ' to the
extent that there are mIId"",n who
raise il - of estolblishing a Pelesnn e n
qocemment. Such people will be "",I
wilh an iron fist th.:ot will "'ave 00

"



trece of their altempts

But the situation "on the ground" is
still being shaped by the Palestinian
1Tl(IS5€S. meeting in the slums and
lighting defiantly through th('
crooked streets,

Negotiated settlement

The Palestine liberation Orqeruse
tion (PLO) has attempted to use tho!
power of the inti/aada to force the
world powers towards an intema
tional conference. in the hope thai
Israeli occupencn can come to a
negotiated end . What this means is to
install anather form of reactional\'
armed control owr Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza ; either Jordan
servingas the newgendarme Or some
colaborators ruling a mini-state ban
tustan on Israers behalf,

On July 31. 1988 King Hussein of
Jordan, an American puppet. an
nounced that he would cut the "legal
and administrative links'" that have
bound the Palesti nian people in the
West Bank and Gala Strip to his
government As a US State Depart
ment offiCial e~p1ained; "Hussein is
pulting the PtO on the s(XIt .. , Event
ually, he figures, the West Rmk Pa
lestinians wi ll come to their senses
and may decide that the ultimate sol,
ution is a confederation of the West
Bank with Jordan "

A two-day general strike shut down
the West Bank beginning on August
1. 1988 and an even bigger strike
spread through the "occupi<'d terri
tories" On August 8 . 1988 and again
on August 14 Hussein's move fueled
the determination and resolve of the
shabab.

As the Gaza Strip shook with rebel·
lion against the Israeli occup",~, the
Palestine National Council, the "par·
liament in e~i le" of the PLO issued a
symbolic "d ecla ra tion of inde
pendence" for a Palestinian sta te
(September 19881. This declaration
is based on the 1947 UN Partition
Plan. which divided Palestine into a
Jewish state and an Arab state. The
PNC calls lor "peace negotiations'"

~RANK TALK VOLUME 3
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"ihe P~leslinian question
will not go o!Iw,,'{ "nd INt
".. negoti<lted solution is
Uf\ayoidilble."

In ~ernber 1988. a
thinHn \IN'" oldP~
nion gIrl ..t .. summer
c.vnp in l.iby(I told .. reo
porter : "We must /ighI
lor aI of Pi!Iesline." Her
fiftHn \IN'" old c0mpan

Ion nodded in ilgr""
m e n t : - U p 10 no w .
",ve rythm9 C h.. ir men
Ar..I", lwIs done 1wIst:-n
right . But lhe diIy he ree
ognizes Isr"'" is the diIy I
wiI oppose him. Iwil lIIin
rrr,.o stille by lighting. not
be reeognition .- Indeed.
ilIusorv scherno-$ of.. rN 
tively che..p .md painless
ro..d to liber"t ion
through brokereel deM
with - e nlighle ned" o r
pl"llgTTI4tic gre<lt~
1eiId. not iOvictOl\l. but 10
para/ysi$ lInd diSllsler .

We~ to this fierce
new gener<ltion' With in
credible cour"9"' ..nd SiX'

rilice . the shobob N"'"
placed themwlves in the
Ironl ranks 0 1 the
struggle ~inst settler
colonlillisrn ~nd Imperial
Ism . Muc h will be
derrl/lnded of them as Wf'

Ire" P.. lestin" .. . end
Azanio'l !!! •

Welcome to
The Shabab

T he impole nce o f this
over..nPlO str<llegy w..s
newr more st<lrl<Jy <!VI
dent th.an in the decision
10 surrender ..nd Iee"",
the city of BeiNl under
the "protection" 01 .. US
multinllt~ t<l5k force
r"lher th.an lighting the
B.mle 01 Beirut through
lJuIy 1982).

DI.ring Miudl 1968. the B"n loe of
~ erupled when a smIlI b<Ind
of !I!da..-n su::cesslu11y deferd«l
theguerrilla bIlseof PlO<JlK¥.vrwh.
Jordan againsf a Yllstly~ fso-an
force . K¥lImeh InIlrked 1I phoenill '
like Il'binh of the P1I1eSIinWl ClIUSoe .

In the weeks following March 2 1
19 68 hunderds of IhouSllnds of
poropIe took down their posleT1 of
NlIsser lind r~ them with pes
1eT1 of the !<"doJIHn. wrllpped In leaf
fi lfl'Ils. guns in twlnd.

By 1974. howewr. ollicllll PlO pol
icy frepeesented by Ar"f"t"U pHCh to
the UN)bed gone Irom lin erroueous ·
though in many respects still 1l'VOl.
utlcnerv-hn e , 10 1I ccnsohde red
orie n t ~lion 01 subord ino!l ting the
armed struggle 10 deels " nd dip!o
IT\lIlic maneoevring with one or en
OIh"r imperlo!llist . The role of o!IrrTllo'd
oction in PLO str" tegy waS reduced
10 tN t 01 <In "' irritan!'" d"slgned to
conslantly remind the Zionists tNI

The Battle of
Karameh

besed on UN Il'solulions on P~ I2s·

line, specifically naming UN Hesclu
tion 242. P..ssed ..ller the 1967 WlJr.
UN Resolulion 242 impli"s the rec
ognilion of IS'""I MlJ Wgitimate state

The PlO thus opt'nly reccqruzed Is
r""l"s 1oIgitimacy" lJnd called for "
-mini-st"te" made up only 01 the Wesl
Bank lind Gi!.u 51rip. Such " mini·
Slate can mean no moll' ttwln " ban·
ueren a ta Tr<msJ<ei or Venda It
would be stripped of llny rei political.
<!Conomic .md mdililry in:k>pomdence
.md surromdOO by armies from Isr"'"
.md l or pro-Wesl Ar¥J statlK like
Jordan.md Egypl. The Soviet Union
IwIs incIic.lted support for lhe rewg
nition of Isr"'" ad the -minHllJle"

""""".
Bo»sled" h;gh-r/lflking PlO offiOlll ·
"We all' now COl lCe med with9"ining
wOOd support . ad _ earw'lOI ignore
inIem,,1lon/ll f<ld$ lhIit haw bee...he
realities." This !.)/k of ",alison is PlO
~ for COlIIter'reYOklllOn
.md def.....tJ5lTl .
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I t may to. u sumed llwll the un
tra l point o f BlACK CON

SCIOUSNESS (Be) kieo&ogy Is
the hegemony of the Black worlr.
Ing dau but this '- Nmply ......
true. a nd fn>m this m lsoonce p
tion, a n opportunht d lslortkMt of
Be might Ye1'\/ uaiIy ariM.

T1'oosf'....too recognize only the hege
II'IOn\I of the Blackworking d"ss lire
not yel thoroughgoing rewlul:lon
aees. They IN'} __ be 'CUll! to be
d IWhin Uw straigh!ilKMl: 01 b<.u
geois~.

Only .no. or he is il thoroughgoing
revoUiorwv~eJ1.I~llhereoog.

nOon of !he rilCe1dMs stn.oggle 10 the
recognition of the Dictatonhlp ollhe
Bl«k ProlewiaI and oilhi' ner;fi5ity
10 conIW'ue the~ ...... th>s
Dictatorship lhrough the long .xW
is!: tr /lnsition period

Revolutionary
Consciousness

The l\n:IamentaI right of the Bkock
PToietariat i!IlO rule. Wilhoul thts. any
pranle abouI lhe -righb of labour" Is
absolutely me.mingless

The cruci<tI point , comrades. is that
the sbuggle lor KWntific sodoIism is
II struggle for the COrlSCJouS (OllIroI
0/ sodety by the Black IWI'king claM.
The Black PnlIetariat musl be _ ftO
.mel conscious of just whal it is doing
ard the fact IMI its own nde is. from
an historical standpoint , merely "MI"
sitory . This i!I whysodolismcan newr
g row up 'IPO"1,meoIJSly with in capi
talism M did capitalism within ttw
l.>oo.wl$ 01 feud4l society .

And this is preei...1y why the ~ins of
II socilliist revolution can be so com
p letely rever!ied that il c" pllalisl res
lo."tion cen be effected. We haw
.....n this happen under Khrushchev
in the Soviet Union : we haw lI«n It
recur under Deng X laop lng InChina

34

TodIIy we ...... the capil.llisl rood
being faith fully fQllowed in Gor·
I* ::tw....$ peo,,"lroi ko and glOSl'lOSf
and Deng'$rrucn"""",""ed -ecOl lOl, lic
refonns."

And ttw lad that the distance be
r- capitals roac\ers and fascist
did.1oton is more apparml than real
is~ illustrated in the 4 .Itn!
1989 m"v '" and its ahermath in
Dmg'$China as also in Gorbachev's

bloody 1UppresOon of """'" in the
Soviet re-plillics,

It Ispom: ju5ta ttw.t the T..-.anmm
~ Revolt in China occt.m!d al
most~ wilh the SinG
Soviet SI.nlfTliI and ~e thoroughly
«Ilpsed it.

InT_~ein 1966 Deng
XiaQping ....as Pl'raded wearing a
dIn:.. eap by students as a re5lh of
hOs eepil4ls line expressed in his
woods 11 doesn 't manET il lt's a white
eet or a black tat, as long as it catches
mice."

Urd his deerh, MaoTSO! Tung led IN
struggle agaimt Deng and Co.·s at ·
lempts at capilalist~oralion. Mo3O
eaIIed Deng W e "This person does
not grasp cla!.s 5Iroggle, he has newr
referred to lhis key link, StiR his
theme of 'white cal , black cal' , mak
ing no distinction between imperl.ill·
ism and Mlano.ism ."

··H...~ nothing of Mano.isrn-Le
mmsm, he represents the bour·
geols ie. He said he would 'never
reverse the verd ict' . II ca n't be
counted on ." Prophetic words in·

'"'"

Democracy

In~ .-,os socialist soo;iety Is not
rrucn dtIferent fromcap" ...... IOC'Idy.
especially as r~ards in~ua1ity

among IN peopIot, the eontradiction
bet' 2M n-'Il.aI and mar-...al Iabcu-,
belIo>un .....::Jrbn and pe--.ts and
berwu .. women and men, wage Qd.
fereT1tials. etc . This prouides the basis
for capit<tlist «'laolions and bGug«los;
l'Wmn1h n'P'""" ,uIg them to eon
stantly emerge ,

Under sociali:sm. there can and roost
be h..I deliooclOli(y lor and incre.asing
broad ~Iionof the mass.es In
III sptwresof poIihc.al, ecOl lOl,lic and
social life. Bul IN guarantoM of such
derr.xTacy Os the e><ercise ofdictator
ship owr the old exploit,," and any
new ""pIoilers who arise from within
sociaIisl: socieIy and tho! ranks of tho!
reYOU:ion itwlf.

Such a Dicfatorship must , perforce.
be an GI/-round one The Black
Proletarial needs rn..o5l occupy the
(tlIIVnan(Iing heighls of socl<.'fy It
rn..o5l not on/y wield political power
but muse also control the ec(li'"l()ffl'J,
educat ion. literature and art , the
sciences, medicine - in short, all as
pects of social life Wher~ lhe
power of the Black Proletariat fails to
reach, there the power of the op
pressors ...,;11 re,""in and thrive,

In dealing wit h the questio n of
democracy, any pure lyformalislicap
proach can only end in promoting
bourgeois democracy. The broad ca·
tegory "the messes" includes different
cl.lls.ses; lhe masses are al all times
divided into edverced, Intermediate
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..nd backw..rd 'il,'Ctions , Democracy
has .. d<>fioite cess charactom

Base and
Superstructure

We know that the "SUpor1"Slruclure"
refers to atlthe factors th"t decide a
peope's ide.. of their IlQCiel re..lily
iodJding the law!. and the courts. the
po/ice ard the the bureaucracy
and the "pparatus 01 QCM.'m-

menI. Uology. I.eIues ard r1lCO'"als.
religion. philosophy. eo1Icalion. cul
ture . etc . 1lIe !lUpentructure gener.
a lly rests upon and re in lorces the
economic be.... 01a soc iety,

0... st..rting point is the maolf'rial
""'OrId ard tIw eco"... ".c aetMly 01
~. M..lerial conditions del... ·
mioo! the aetMlin. dewlopi' ...." and
products oIlhe humao mind. and not
the o lher way around . As Marx
polnled oct.

1n lhe social produclion 01 their ex .
istence . men enler in lO definile.
I"II'USSIlfy relations. whidl are iode
po"dell' 01 their ....... namely. ~.
lions 01 pru:U;tion correopondiog to
.. determinale stage 01 dnoeIopmenl
of lheir maolerial fOlUS of pnxluetion
The totality o f lhese relalions 01 pro
ductio n constitutes the economk
S1TUcture oIsociely. the ....al founda.
lion on which lhere arises .. legaland
political~e and 10 whicto
lhere correspond def inile Iorms 01
tociIIf <:<.>nsciousoes. The mode 0/
production 0/ maolf'rial life conditions
lhe SOCiaL poIilical and inte flectual
Ij fe·proce-s in genera l,"

• Pre!lXe and In 1rodUC1 1on 10 lhe
C';liq~of PoIil;co l Economy

Socioety and .........e ...... in .. 000SIa0t
proc_ of change - not .. cyclical
change. coming out of the same way
il began. bul e process of spiral.like
cha nge progressing from lhe lower to
lhe higher Iewl and mar~ by leaps ,

1lIede\.oeloprnenl 01 human~ is
u1trmat~dete' ''''ii oed by thedevelop
menI 0/ the~ Ioeces whdlluTW'l
bmgs haw buill up in llln- int...ac·
lion WIth nalUre 10 produce whalthey
need and w..nt - in other wards by
lhe produCIIi... fo rces o f sociely. The

produclive forces consist 0/ tools and
human beings,Bot human beings are
the jA _lCipao! factof, tools are '""'led.
used and renovaled by peo ple .
science a nd lechnology are dis
cowred by people,

In order 10 use the produclive forces.
people ha..... to I'Tlter Into certa in reo
lations with regard to the CM"raU pro
cess of procIuction in 5ClcieIy , These
are nrierred to as the producliorl
...Iol","s oIa society.

As Man. said in lhe quotalion llboYe.
thew production relalions coosnrute
the economic struc ture 01 society or
the econo mic bose , Politiclli power
and dominant ideology. bebnging as
they do to the supentructure. ar e
u/timel~ dete ,mined by the nail«
01 the euw.... , oi( beee whidl in tum is
determined by the lew! 01 dewlop.
meot 0/ tbe productiw forces.

To be !lUre. the !lUpeTSlructure reacts
UJXln the~ and in~ tt eoor.
mously. The ~ip~the
base an::! the~e may be
seen as one in ..t.ii:h the base io the
prWICip/II ....~inirlg foc/JJlr and
the~e iothe inihollng one
- lIwy interpenetrMe~ an::!
are inlerdependent and rl'lro/Joct ......

The relationship belWeen lhe super
structureand b.lsoe is 1Il'VeJ rigid. static
.... one""""'Y.1lIe 5UperSIJUC1Ure is not
e p ....... effecl of the base; lhere is a
COI"l5tan and eli'! ctical interaction
betwU II them. h can - and does _
happen t he t the $uperstruetu re
becorTlO!'$ principal ",nd declwe in
determining the nalure and e!l>velop
ment oflhe ecooomic base,

Eogek lorcefuly ao:l:ll( ss..--d lhis point ;

."'c...di og to the maolerillbst conc~
lion 01 history. lllll' u ll im,,,,,Il/ det ....
m in ing fa ctor in h islory i$ the
producl ion ",nd reproduction o f re",1
Ijfe . Neither Ma ne nor I have .......r
""",,"ed more lhan this. Hence if
somebody twists th i!. intn saying that
the ecoo...., lic fact.... is thenrlll/det...
mining ane . 1w translDrrn$the prop
O$ition into a rneaoingless. /lb$Iract .
absl.d phraw, The ........... ,oi( $itU

a lion is the basis.. but lhe ""Oous
elements o f the superstO.lCture _ pol
iticallorms of the cia,s ,truggle and

its resulls . such '" constitutions """"'I>
lished by IIlII' viclorious da'5 aft... a
5UCCe-ssIuI battle. etc..;..-dic.ilI "'""'.
and~ the ref\ernon$ 01 III
these real S1ruggle$ in lho> Ilr<lim. of
lhe partlCiP¥lIS. pol itical. legal . phi/
osoph ical lheorie$. re ligious vi""""
and their lurther d.......lopmenl Into
5ysIems of dogmas - ..Iso e"",rclse
their inAlJ<'rlUupon lhe CQlm;e 01 t.....
h isloncal stmggle-s and 10 many c.asn
determioo! their form in p;srticular.
There is ~ int...action of aI theso>
(IEme"", in which. amid aI the end.
less tlO5I: 01acddeots (Ihet is. 0/ th ings
and evenlS whose Inner In lerconnec
tio n Is so remote o r SO impossible of
proof thaI""'" can regard it as 1100.

eI<isIent and neglect itl. the ........... ,oi(

!lXM"menI is lxuld to asse-rt he• . •

- "'fngels 10~ Bk>ch in
Koningsbt'g"

IIw",Mao Tse Tung who showed lhe
deci'ive importance o f COfltinUOUs/y
rewlutionlling lhe SUpeNructure as
wei as the economic base. He ern
ph.asi:ed thal tnder socia/l§fO the ....
01 the 5UperSIructure aw..-nes even
greater importance and the stNggIe
in the 5UpmIructure becomes even
more llC\lIe and complex

Mao underlined tlwl transformation
of the economic base does not (Fulo
moliaJlll/ transform the SUperslNC.
lure : where the broom does not
touch. the dusl1Il'VeJ Ullr'Iishes 01 11 
self' He sad: '1deological and political
work ..... lllll' guaranlee for acc0m

plishingeconomicwork..nd technical
work . and lhey se...... the economic
base. Mo reover. ideology and politics
are the commander. the oouI. If our
Idow+-ogtca! work and poIIlicaI work
slacken jB: a~. ec... ... 1l1c work
and technical work are lxuld to go
w,'"
Much '" lhe bourgeoisie and pe1 "

bourgeoisie may retain or seize COn.
trol in socialisl society of ce rtai n units
and depart ments in the 0!C0n0CQly. 50
also may llwy reI,)jn and seize conlrof
01 cert.m parts 01the~.
in particular 01 ideob;jy.

h is in the superslructure lM t the
counl...·rewlution by a new bour.
geoisle uoder socialism 1$ mosI Ijkely
to begin , here the su pe rst ructure
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plays the declillve as welles the Initiat·
ing role

Occupied Azania

In occupied Azania. a corporate stete
IT\ll;nlllined ~ su"",il1llnce and .........
;ng " II lhe lr" wings 01 Cll p il"hst
democracy and Cdpitalisl cullure co
exists with an ilUlhorilllrilln regime
and gun Illw_

The1"e ere two 'lUP"""lTUC1\a"es 10 "
single economic NW in occupWd
Azani/l - one " Black superstruc~
and the OIM a white 'lUP"""lructure
This is brullllly "PPllromt in the L.srge .
""'J~_n·kept~. 10m'

nis co..ts. golf CCMWS. weI·pll'O!d
roads. Iighled Sl rHlS etc in the hIt, 
ren uollc side01 <V1Y South Afncan c'IV
;.o:.lll~ "':J"II"I'l: It'ol'~ hostels
and Illlltchbo>< hoousoes. the dirt fOlllb.
the lack 01 sewerage disposlll llI'd
other bllsic ow: MId cMI""'"""'lIt," III
the Black sIde_

The ""tnte super.>tructure lIfldoubced·
Iy exhibits1lI1t'ol' Ir" ppings 01 capdaI.
is! democracy - ird.dng fr.vac:htw.
an elaobcnte roet\Wrk 01 nghts llI'd
iberties. social llI'd eca.....1lic·rno
bibty MId eIIeTl " \",bow mowment
thai , epo e S<.~s the int...ests 01 the
while labour l'ristocrlOCY_The wh,,",
workingdas.s. one third 01 whom lin!'

employed~ the Slate. battens on lhe
5Upl'n!XpIoitation 01 lhe Black WOf ·
kers: !heir stlJnd,mJ 01 l;.mg .and
~ 01 hIe is cornpllT~ 0f"II\I to
wori<ers in the IJdvanced capitllliSl
counl ries o f Europe lInd North-..
The Blacks. on tbe OI her tw.nd . tw.w
no meaningful fr" nchlse (the hen
chlse lor the tri..,.",ial P" ,ham m t or
in ....rious puppl'lSlans amounts to
noughtl. no representation. no real
rights and liberties. no economic and
social mobility (I...... se1tk>moml " ..?1tS

and open businesses In the <:mtra!
Business Districl only underline Ihisl.
no "'bour FnO'JIm"lE'nt or political or'
ganisation lhat cannot be pet down
~ the awesome power o f the selller '
colonial sre te . no edocation except
gutter educatio n. no law except
naked police and jodiciilllyr"nny - no
nothing!

36

Disorganic
Development

The contradictions 01 the "Pi"1heid·
CdpitllliSl system ere shIorpeSl~e
they e>.isl in the raw - precisely;n lhe
Black superstructure . All the Gmss
N.otional Product (GNp) lhe 8l<Ick
...akersllffill~ lor this count ..,.Ie-.
them poorer than before _

The Black WOfIUng c llM prodocE'S
....na.t is 01 no re,,1""Iue to it "nd yet
c"nnOl buywhat ,t prodoces - nellher
U<oe v"lue nor exchange ""Iue_

Unlike the wh,te workers. how the
Black workers produce bears no ree
hon wn..tsoewr 10 how they u\.ed to
produce .Th'-"j hdve not emerged into
capit"Hst production but m ve be<>n
flung into it - into" technology and
"labour process rhet relhe s them aod
in lO socidl rekllions thdt violdle their
customs " nd their codes.

The Black workt1. toil in the I",·
lanes . rn 10-..11. 10 support tM .
liSrtlibes. then- extendecl lam~O<'S. in
the bantLlslllOS - 10 conIribute to It'ol'
building 01 tile local lion Chun:h -lll
home". to tw lp get te.aclloen lor lhe
school ""l home". losink a -' there

But the 1T\llnr>e1" 01 toolmg """"Illes
the BllKk """",,,rs iOlO indivicll.kollWl'l•
nuc:l""r liSrtlilies. consumer pOor,h es .
"r1eloctsol c" ",' ''hst cullure _nw two
Cdpit"ltsl pas<,ions - gr....d lor mare
lInd the fro , o f Io!.ing io lheQl>nl for
mar.. - oblrude Ille Bl.Kk workers '
conSCIOltSnl''iS

The Bli>ck worMrs a,.. ca ug ht b<' 
t""-"'n two TTlO<k>s. lwo ""Is o f socidl
'e"'1ion~ . ch" r",te ' ;l ed ~ ..xc hdng<'
value in the one and U<oe val,II,' ;n the
other - (lnd the co ntrddicho n diso
rient"tes the m "nd , ..me"",,'S them
from the cent.e o f their b<',ng. At
e",h s tep they h~w to come to term,
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with lh"l r ali"nalion from the fruils 01
their "'bour and lhe par",ilica/ char·
ecter of lhe while ruling class.

Neilher has the pj'asanl1\l (there is no
while pj'./ISllnl1\l al all in occupied
Azo!lnill) escaped lhe capilalist mode.
Whal it hM done is to wnmch them
from their socW~ and !heir
relal ionship with the land . Within a
smgle b'et irTw. they IMue had to ex
ch.ange~ lor trar;ton and bac:lOiS
for petrodwmicall , And tIw5ol! things
too lMuelakm them from tto'llaeI.oes
in splICe and in time .

Rural society in occupi. d~ is
charactertled by a ).IxUlposition d
rl'IOd<!s d peoduc:tIon undergoing
CUi ."",",,,, rn..rUItlons ..-d pos.sibIy pro
clodng roew lotalitin Pre- and non
capiUllist modes d procU:tion and
the relations of exploiUlllon ....mch
characterize such modes of produc
lion are vitally roe"'!MI\' for the
apartheld-upllalisl system. Apart
heid--alpi\/llism adIlpls various modes
0' production to Its needs and lMm

· releudalil n · socllli re"'lions. Overall
epertbejd-cepnehsrn hasa conserving
as well as a dissolving eflecl on pre'
and non-eapitali'l! r" lations, Feudal·
ism is mosl ct'rtlIinly a '"a lur" of both
the base and lhe supentructurn in
occupied Alanill

The exlended lamily in the bantus
tlInS (~-by caring loe!he wry
\ICU"I9 and wry old. the sickand the
\abQo.a-.... <bing tmn of mI, by pro
Yiling edo..-...tlofl (loe whidl BIad<s
ll"USI paylto!he \ICU"I9 - relie.es the
capiUllisl: sectol' and rhestale 01 some
01 !he expenw 01 canyng our and
paying lor tIw5ol! "--ticns. At the
SIII'l'Il! llme. !he rewrws hnlish capt
tal with /Ifl optimal se lel;OOll 01 \100"

~ 10 t. pleliish II brutaIv driwn and
rapidly exMusled I"bcu force_

Thus !he reproduction 01 cheap Ie
bcu power In ocnlpied Alanill de-
pends on a symbiol:ic corvwc1lon
betweom capiUllist forms on the one
hand and pre- lind non-capitalist
forms on the other ,

What happens 10 all the production
from lhe land and from the lactones?

Wher. does a ll the GNP go - except
to the white s.enlers and their imper-
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Iallst backers?

Whal ca pila lisl dl!1Jelopment has
meanl lo the Black rTI/ISSl!'S is pro:L::
tion without any purpose but 10 eke
out an existence. massiIIIt imrniser
alion accompanied by a wholesale
attack on lheir vaIun. relationships
and enlire <Utural fabric.

"Ibis de\nopl ..n1 makes no sense al
all lor the rrwn.ws. II ha!I no t:-mg
on their &\In. It is not simply a dis
toned ll"cu".~n11 oe disarticuLsled
IextroYeTted) de\;.l opm'l ~ - it Is 0
d isorganJc d.,~/Qpm.,n ' under
girded by the modalities 01 'q>l!l'P.

ploiIation. There is no doubIlhec !he
disoeganic de\;.lopmenl Sf""""'" by
~pil.&Im is In $I;.nd'I with
rhe~oImodemrdusbial
growIh..-d is llIl lntergral and nacer
baling eleiliel d of !he OYI!'I"aI impera
IisI: crists.

For the while supen 'ructure the
economic. C\IlIurai and poIilical as
pectsof capi\/llism haUl! eYOlued gr.»
ually, orgllnlcllUy lind out of lhat
SUpeT51ruclure 's h islo l\'.

Hence the wh ile superstructure Is
mocllfled with changes in lhe lew! 01
t he p roduclivf forces and crass
struggle . It ace:ords with lhe economic
imperaliun of imperialism: lhe ecce
omic network is 0'>IeTiiSid by a IRIst
SIrur;bn of miIIt.a1\l. administralille
and finiSneial control.

The capitalistmodeol procU:tion!\as
been grafted on to ee fXisting c:uItu
ral and political order WI the Black
superstructure . Capital ism in the
Black~ Is noI lin or
ganised bcdy 01 unoected. Wlterde
pendoenl piStIS sharing II CUi 'WI"IOI. hie
- if is no! an organivn.

Hmce the Black superstNc1ln is at
odds with thecapitalisletul lOi...... sets
the etullOi . .... llt odds with iIseIf and
inhibils its free development. The
economic PjSIem Is al odds with !he
<Utural and political instltulionsol!he
Bleck people: it Is no! mediated by
culture or Iegitimllted by politics as it
is in while society ,

In summary . then , although the
South Afrkan economy is based on
the capitlllisl mode . the superstruc
tures beer no OT9""'1c: re lationship to

it. they do nol on the whole respond
10 lhe imperali<./e$ of lhe system,

The base and lhe supenlru:.:turn do
noI complerroent and reinforce eech
other in occupied AzaniiS , They are
in fundamenlal conflict - and exploi-
\/Ilion is ..."ked. crude. InTIedialed.
although fortilied and preIIifled by!he
"happy products of capitalistWIure.
capitalist hom.in on . group and
Iunan righlS"1Ifld on !he . .......~

01 We5tem c:M/WItIon and ;no u s
ingIy desperate IT'oUSUl"l!S 10 -mod
emile· and · refoem· the system of
a~ while reaIy WI
'en$ilying superf ", ploita tion llnd

""""".
At a poInl . therelore. !he political
PjSIem - while rllCism - has to be
ektrapolated from the IUpI.'T'Stn.ic

Iuresand rnadf to ......... as a cohesive
and coerduI! - lorce 10 meint.ain !he
ecollomlc: order of things . The con
1r1lCl1cl1on belween the base and !he
superstructurn now r~ ilsell
into one between lhe Pretoria regime
and the Bleck people. with culture as
a vital e",presslon of the development
from protest to resistance 10 rebellion
to revolullon ,

Only changes in the m..ck supentruc:
ture a~ capable of re lea.mg the
llCOI .... t'Y In'o tISown~.

Mind YOU. the in'rashuclure lecon
omic base) In occupied AuniIl is ....
c: u... ~IIJ1j~11I sprokJl'l9' South
Africa is definitely not a society in
which ideology '- rlln amodr. and it
Is il ....~ T\IlNe to turllend Ihec the
ir ilpeilitiun 01 capit.alisl~
lion ....~ up ap;vthe;d.

The II!CUI lOl llie • IllCiIlI and poIiIXaiI
control ewrdsed OYI!'I" the Bl!tdt ITI/t

jority I\ows from a specific model 01
capilalist ac:anUation ....mch Is ineJr..
tricabIy botn:l up wilh the interests
and imperalives 01 imperilllist capital.
In fact. the relelionship be~J een im
perialism and racist South Africa Is
f'~lf 0 producllotl re lalJon.

Culture In the Black superstructure
dillers II' between the d tlle rent
modes 0/ production but as Cabral
says. It does haUl! "a masscharacler."
Cuhu ral rn lSlance takes on "oow
fenns (poIlllelll . economic. armed) in

"



order fuJJy to contest foreign domina·
tion". (Refurn fO Ihe Source)

AI the economic 1eueI. the different
exploitations at the d ifferent modes
conluw the formal linn 01 class
struggle but theconwnon~
101'$ of polit:icaI oppression make lor
a ..- mowmmIlIIhich in Marx 's
magni ficent phraw will dr ..,", its
poetry not from the pilSl "1U o;lriy
!rom the~'. (1lw E/gh l«r>lh
Bn "",,;,... 0/ Louis Bonopal1t')

Be
Ap,lrthe;d-ellpitalism has SlJCC....ooed
not only in dividing and ....par..ting
the eccocmk and cultural aspects of
struggle - the st..ndard of living "nd
the qUIIlily of life - but a lso in conceal·
ing them from each other . In tfw
process the economk aspec l of
struggle became the sole P«'W'W of
the working class while the cultural
<tSPt'C! became the peeserw of lhe
Black people - .-l the toWlily of
struggle . ih hoIism. ...,., lost 10 1IWw.

To build socialism the .......... that
makes pc ISible theproc1Iction. <lCCU"

ndation and utilWtion 01 the surpb
urnoI be COl •• ,lOdity production and
the liow 01 YaIue. but can o;lriy be
dooIogicaI and polilicalline-~.

Be'

While the march to the future is no
unilinear adv"nce. ....n.,t is requir<'d in
the first place is e revolu tion in the
~perstnoctures - which is the acquist
tion of state power by the Black work
ing class. This constilules only the
wry first step in its historic mission.

The Black working cess must c.my
out .. rt'\Cllution in aI spheres oflhe
supoorstnoctures and tM econoliOic
bese to er!lldic.ete ideological influen.
ces. the foru of h.:obit ...-d r«ill .
raciaIi5l: and tihnic practices. Its suc
cess willUnge m a radical brE-.M<. wilh
npenalism.

The tr~OI"1T'l"Iionofthe sur-stnoc'
!urn wiI mqui«> patienl . constant
and in teme elloo1 . This kind of e//oo1
in tum requires Be. which is the only
idooIogy ClIpable of intrOOucing a new
rationality In Azanla . To re-empbes
ill' . it Is p recisely in the are llil o f
idooIogy th<lt there will be long ..nd

tortuous struggle.~ \nler so
cialism. And the most irnportlInt pee
ductive force liMo>rat<'d by socioalism
... is people .

Be uro<XIOo'I'TS the essence of social
rel.'ltions that underlie various ep
peerences " nd forms It st..nds com·
ple tely opposed to the policy of
....eking an accomodallon with reec
tion , of stopping the revolution in
return for a few reforms or for posi .
tions in goo.oemmenl .

Be st"nds for thoroughgoing rf.'YOl.
ution and those who see lhe 1ibe1".,..
lion struggle' <IS a I1lNIlS 10 obt.!iin
lheir sholre in theexploitat.... 01 the
rl\iIS'ioes wiI forewt" IIWw it ilS their

"""""....,
Be is I'no,"'d ge. lecogrut..... fore
sight . CO... IIOll experience and per'
ce p l io n. sens ib ility . a le rtness .
rnindfuInes,;. It stirs lhe SI!'I'lSO!S. the
blood; it exposes and suggests; it wiI
objectify. enr~. direct - to eI.'eT

g reater leaps forward unnl the "boIi·
tlon of classes. races and the st"te
itse lf.

Comrades. there is nothing Iwd in this

worid . If .....da... loscaH- fhr hngn ls
We nul So/Ilisfy COJI b...-..g de.e to
Main the heeL.._ the 1iI1M1',k ard
the dignity Ihat 'oW hIM! c.me:l 01.(

from the rrlClSo!Iic ofCOJIIives. out 01 the
n.t.ble of COJI rivilization . out 01 the
~01"--. •

A Wg Question Sonnet
H doMth n.. no dominton _ r--.theIl ............ dIl,. to cIoInlnM.
'1M~ .p/riI 01 ..... ,..........
... _ 'II" uk to br.-lo I'" "..... f. 1

,"""'-'II,,,-"gIg of".,m4'
10 'II_H I'" f1..n- _ tt..
.... •• 'd
of 'II .' l' fIr'IIfIy.
• 10rdI of ........... In tlw d.ar'<.
_,nttLI.
In 1M .......... prbon C'dh
~. 1'I.d>Ad>......... dwh.....,-
to by tIw __ "-,1

Who t1w ..... of I ......
11.1 1' e..
tho 1."'- . of thel. bod\H.
.... p<nity of I","" Iw.~. Iw.rto1
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DESTROYING TUE TADPOLE
PUILOSOPUY

by ROBERT FATfON JR.

The Black Consciousness Movement
contributed to such a surge of moral
anger; its radicalization became an
ind ispensible spur to Black revol·
Lltiooaryactivity. The deve lopment of
Black Consciousness as a coun ter
consciousness. channeling the uni·
fie d o pposit ion of the Bla ck
population to the dominance of the
white minority. became a fundamen 
I<'ll and necessary ingredient in the
process of challenging while supre·
macy. As long as the ideologic<ll ter
r ai n re main s the unc ontes ted
terrttory of the rac ial myth, few ifany
stnxturaltransformations can be ex·
pected .

domjnenon and on the defeat of the
sense of inevitability supporting the
exploitation of the Black people . For .
as Barrington Moore has argued:

"People a re euiden tly inclined to
grant legitimacy to anything that is
Or seemS ineuitable nO matter how
painful it may be, Othe rwise the
pain migh t be In tolerable. The con
quest of t his sense of ineui tabili ty Is
essenncltc thedeuelopment of pol
itically effectiue moral outrage, For
this to happen. people must per·
ceiue and define the ir situation as
the consequence of human injus·
nee. a situation that they need not.
cannot. and ought not to endure,
By itselfofcourse such a perception
. . . Is no guarantee of political and
social changes to come . But without
some uery considerable surge of
moral anger such changes do not
occur, ..

The ideological manifestations of the
B",ck ConSCiousness Mowment are
essential to any urderstardinq 01con·
temporary South Africa , for the con
tent of this consciousness will hilve a
!ilsting and decisive impact on the
unfokJing political and revolutionary
struggle. as well as on the inslutution
of a racidlly liberated South Africa .
Indeed. such consciousness is a
><>Urce of moral anger and self-affir
mation which embodies an ethk al
and political stanMrd that coooemns
the existing socidl order and offer$the
vision of an altemative society, With
out such consciousness the likelihood
of a comprehensive and sustained
African challenge to white supremacy
is remote . St ructural cha nges in
South Africa hinge upon the erosion
of the relative leg itimacy of white

Moral Anger

1Dtt.-....,..DrRoMrtFMtonJr-theaathorolBladrOin... "'
.... In Smdh A,frlco: n..DtolectfCII oj Ideoll.'cpf R "_
toWhlteSupre~(A. 'y:StalelJotvawllyol"-,YorII.Pr ph;
19861-~tbeBlldr.e-~... mMo. ..Inc -.1 •

calization of the Black Consciousness
Movement (BCM) of South Afric<'l ,
which emerged during the late 19605
with tf-e formation of the South Afri·
can Student's OrgilnilCltion (SASO)
and crystallized in the Black People 's
Convention (BPC), TM whole rrove
ment was ewntUillly oonned by the
while minority reg ime in 19 77 in the
alterm<lth of the Soweto Rebellion of
1976 NonetM less. several organiz·
anons rooted in the tradition of Black
Consciousness such as tM A2anian
People's Organization {AZAPOl and
the National Forum {NFl crystalbzed
in the late 19 705 and rerly 19805 to
fill the cecuum created by the ban
nings.

Birth of BC

What I seek to do today is to analyze
the ideologicaldewlopment and rooi-

Yet il was clear tha t neither white
liberals nor Bantustan leaders ob
tained the support of the Alrk,m
masses, Not surprisingly new forms
of resistance emerged and cryst~t1ized

in the BldCk Consciousness Move
ment. lndecd . by the end of the
I % 05 a new gener,lIion of Black
youth began to articu late the
necessi ty of an intellectua l and psy
cholog ical libe ration from white
bou rgeois hegemony. Blacks had
reached a stage of crisis by discover
ing a series of existentidl anomalies
which deviated from the expectations
generated by white libeml discourse.
The existential anomalies had
reached such TTh'lssive and egregious
proportions that Blacks abendored
liberalism altogether , It WaS in th is
context thilt the Black Consciousness
Movement was born.

The repression unleashed by the
while state in the early 1% Os

against the nation3list movements of
Alric,m liberatio n created 11 pol itical
V3CUum, The b.lnning 01the African
National Congress lANC) and the
Pan Alricanist Congre.s (PAC) in
1960 left the African populenon
wilhoot any viable means of protest
and interna lopposition. Thisabsence
of challenge to apartheid profoundly
sha ped the political de velopment 01
the mid- 1960s, It provoked the as
cendarcy of a small cess 01 while
liberals bent on delending what it
perceived to be the interests of a
defenceless A/rican popclatron It in ·
duced ,m Alric,," political opportun
ism mani fested in the rise 0/ a
bantustan admi nist ra tive elite. FI
nil.lly. it permilled lhl,> consolidation
01 the re pressive machinery of while
suprernacy.
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Pro phetic Ideology

T he w structural Ir" ns lo rma.lions
hinge upon IN CI'Iel"<JI IWg/lfion of
the process of 'iOCial «'Pfoduction .
lniti/lly such " rwgIItion~ an
ldE'ologic<ol d \ll. lICter which im p.:!.rts a
new motel Mod ethic,,1 vision 01 tll<'
feasible to the hUfTllln subje(:t , He nce .
the lmponaroce of ideology(MWlOl be
1Tlinimized. While ideology may be
lunctionaI to the exigencies of .....tlite
supre1l"I/lCY. iI need not be so. There
ITyY~ among the IUbordif\llt..
clasws a count..r-ideob;w. a pro
ph..tic Ideology, which not o nly lails
to correspond to t1w.... e~igenc ies ,

but elso ccornbetes to the genera l
dtsIocation of the socioll order, This
general dtsIocahon brought about by
the ("0fMJiSi0nS of the ideological
.eaIm opens t.... lM'f'JUeS lor pro
fouod SfTUCtufal t . anslonTI/ItOOrl. Th..
is re no ""Y thaI wh n......pr..1T\IIoCY has
no distinctive 0 . limiting ..Hect on the
fonTl/l lion 01 this count... ·ideology.
bul ra t...... 10 mIIintain that in tbe
, ,, " o lu lio n ir in g o f sode ty . t h ..
oount....-ideoklgy of the Slb>rdrnat..
dIlsws weakens the pou.o.'f of the
ruling dMs and piopl'ls society to
......rd a revolutiona1'\l predica"""",t

Ideology in th is nse must be con-
std..red as th xp ress ive m....nS
through w hich m ..n a nd women
I'f'IIal<.? their own hisiory as conscious
qnlS. Thisdon not mean thaI ide
ology is completely rndo>pendent
from mIIteN! ("(lI"Il!i'lioos. bot that it
has a n aulonomy 01 its own which in
tum cond itions the historical t."nslo. 
"",t ion of society.

Developing Id e ology

In this perspec:t....... lhe study of Bl«k
C'.orrscious<'w as a COWlt.... ·ideology
of resistanc.. to white ....premacy is
I'SSentw to any lll"lderst" nd ing 01con
t..mpcreev South Africa For this con ·
selolJsnessand the lOI'TTls and shapes
that it has .-umed ...... ......entlllllly
condI1ion the lubI.. srtuIllion ol BlacIt
wornm and men , The~ f\II '

tu r.. 01 thor Black COnsciou S

Mouernrol will Mo lmpllrt a cone -
tory or revolutiona1'\l . II pl!lICelui or
violent- II bourgeois Or socia list
dimension to the confronta tion be-

..

No.....n 8IIIcks and ",toilE'S By ....:-hew
iro',J violence lind~ BiIrck
cultural and psychological ('IT\/IrripIr
tion from white hegemony - to the
re lative negll'Ct o f economic issues 
the BLoc k Con sd ousflf!SS MOIIement
was ;>li t i<l lly the vehicle ol ll Black
philosophy ol pride and self ·lIllirma·
tion 'o'Mgorllted by an ethic of -Qu;s
lIan Uwrlltion.·

T h us . t h .. Black Consciousn ..ss
MO\IPfl'lenI embodoed tIw idellls 01
Negritude and the Christian message
01 ...lvation - the Ix>ginnings of the
Kingdom of God to be struggled for
Iwte on earth lIS wEI /IS enjoyed in
He"ven, The Black~
Mowment opposed the whlle as·
cendancv ol a pllrUwid on II culturlll
plIIne lind it slrnsed """-help lind the
e ncoo•..gement of eu hu ral org"niza
lio ns , flowe\lO" . it gradu"ny d... ·
v..loped a n unde rsta nd ing 01 th..
mal....ia1 ("(lI"Il!,lIons ol bfe. and /IS

such the Mov....nml becarrw mu:h
more than a mer" cuIt..-al ....-.ais5
ance Wh ile BlIIck Consciousne'Ss
d r..... liS early iMpirlllion lrom both
N<>g" Iu1ea nd Christianity. it came to
recogni: e the ptwnomenon 01 class
struggle and the lund<lffi<'nt al role 01
man in llbolishing oppressive social
structurE'S. Wh.... the degrlld.ttOOrl and
detunanilation of the BlacIt PeJ"'Orl
by.....tlit.. rlrCism generated ill , ..1ICtiw
A!Iican~",toich ass.ened

the jnl nnsic worth 01 Black pl'OPIe
and BlIIck euhUfe. the social gospel 01
/I. radKlI1 Christianity - a theology o f
liberll tion - encourllged the tradition

ol Alric.an cornrnunaltom...tuk>~ ·
ifv;ng ..1th the poor ",g,a11Sl the .....
pklrtlllM' S1nrctun>s of llpa.nhe1d

Developing lI<JIlinsr boIh the slruc'
turcs o f cllp,"'list e~plO\tal ion a nd the
d .. h uma n i:ing c ult u re o f wh il e
racism . the Blac k Conscloosness
MowmmI cryslll/iNd ". II ~Iwsis

01 dass ",,"'II'eness and Black cultwal
.,...............ws.s 1he n-sdt " /IS " rewl
uriona1'\l ideology dI'epIy e ,,1bedOO:l
in lhe proplwtic Chnsllitl'l trlldition
The ideology. hoo.vewr . wilh its em
phasis on Black cu ltu.e . identity /l.nd
...U-Iove. ("()Uk! flO! by it...ll destroy
the system of ....trenched willi.. privi'
lege While psychologic... ....-.:ipII.
bon from whrre sup.-0!fT\IICY ...". II

ft.ni,mwntIIl and ne(essIIIY stage lor
politic'" action. ~ could become ""
end in it...lf lind d<.'wlop into a poor
subsi tut.. for .evolutiona ry slrlltegy ,

Praxis

8lIrck Consciousness. howI>wf. chal
Iengo>d the cultural hegemony 01 the
whit.. supremacist r<'gim<.' and it rep
resented the elhico ·political ......a pon
01 " n oppressed class struggling to
rea ffi rm lis humanity through IItlive
p.:!.n icipation in the d<>miS<' of II rlltis!
and capit<>lis! system. As such . Black.
Consciousrwss was II philosophy of
praxis thaI an<.'flllJled 10 ....aOcale
from lhe Black ntellK1 the inl:Ucated
so.bnis.......r>eloS that contObuled to ~s

own ..nslave"""",t No! ....rprisingly.
the Mowffi<'nt directed greal a Ue n
tion 10 CuitUfal llnd psychologiclll is-
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sues: it asserted that the liberation of
the Bock people would begin only
when their mental constructs of their
own inferiority ceased to guide their
historical conduct. The Black revol
ution which the material structure
m<tde latent could only be <tetMlted
by the transfotmahon of the Block
intellect. Thus. the revolution would
occur only if the Black mind stripped
itself from submission to white hege
mony and erected on its own founda
tions the principles of the new moral
ord<>r,

As Steoe Biko. the father of the BI<te k
Consciousness Mo ve me n t . e x
plained:

"Block Consciousness is on alii ·
rurde of mind and (I woy of life . . .
lis essence is the reolizolion by the
Block man of the need 10 rally
togelher wilh his bro thers around
Ihe couse of thei r oppression - the
blackness of their skin - and to
operote as a group 10 rid Ihemselves
o f tbe shock!es that bind them to
perpetual servitude, II is oosed On a
self-examination which has ulli ·
mote!y !ed them to belieue Ihol by
see king to run owoy from them·
sekes and emulOle Ihe while man.
Ihey ,,,e insulling Ihe inrelligence
of whoever c r"" ted them Block .
This philosophy of Block Con'
sciousness lh",efore e xpresses
group pride and Ihe determino rion
of the Bloc k ro rise and Oltoin lhe
enviS<lged self . . . On his own .
tbe B!ock man wishes to explore his
su rroundings and tesr his possi ·
bililies - in other words 10 make his
freedom r<"Oi by whatever m<"Ons he
deems f" Ar the heorl of Ihis kind
of thinking is lhe realizotio" by
Blocks loot rhe mosl polent wea'
pon in t he hands of the oppressor
is the mind of rhe oppressed:

From Biko's perspective then. Block
Consciousness and Block morality
meant the realization of an under
slanding that the emancipation 01

Blocks and the liberation of society as
a whole required the menial renaiss
ance of the Bl3ck inlellect. This un·
derstanding also meant the
d<>~lopmentof a Black polilical will
which. ifnecessary . would generale a
ma"i"" insurrection O1lminahng in
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the ceerthrow of white supremacy
and the ushering in of Black hege
mony.

The Black Consciousness MOIIement
effected therefore a massive proct'ss
of intellectualand moral refcrrn. Such
re form represented a profound cultu
ral transformation who5.e objective
was to change the masses' concep
tion of life. po litics. and economics,
Accordingly. it sought to usher in a
new social and moral \/ision and to
res tncture the role and plece of the
hitherto subordinate and dominant
classes. Such massive transformation
embodies what the Italian Marxist
Antonio Gramsci called in a differen t
conlext the "cathartic moment" of
libera tion. Th is is the moment when
the "slnJctlJre ceases to be an exlemal
force which crushes man. assimilales
him to itself and makes him passive,
and is transformed into a means of
freedom. an instnJment to create a
new ettncc-pouncet form and /I

source of new initiatives:

New Hegemony

The "cathartic momenl ." however. is
neither spontaneous nor mechanical:
it requires the dissemination of a new
hegemony and hence the emergence
of a new intellectual elite . This elite
conshtutes the thinking and organiZ
ing group of intellectuals who articu
late the programmatic aspirations of
one of the fundamental cla,...s 01
society. Accordingly. these intellec
tuals clarify the ideas and objectives
of the class to which they are organi
cally linked. They conlribule to the
transition of a class in itself Into a class
for itself, Therefore. the organic intel
lectuals generale a new and polen
tially revolutionary self-conscious
ness. Again, let me quote Gramsci'

''Critical self-consdousness means.
hiSloricallv and polilically. Ihe cre
alion of On "elile" of inlellecluols. A
human moss does nol "disringuish"
ilself, does nOI become inde
pendenl in ils own right wtlhoul in
lhe widest sense, organising itself;
and there is no orga niS<ltion with 
out intellecluols. Ihol is wilhoul or
ganise rs a nd leaders . in ot her
words. withoul the . . existence of
a group of people "spectalised" in

concep tual and philosophictll elo·
bora lion of ideas Bul the process
of Cre<lling intellectuals is long. dif
ficul t. f ull of cont radictions. Moon
ces and rel reOls, dispe rro!s and
regroupings. in which the !ovallyof
the mosses is oflen sorely tned."

It is this complex and difficult process
of intellec tual renewal and creativity
which fundamentally cherectenzed
the Block Consciousness Movement.
The youngsters who comprised the
MOIIement represented the ascend
ing organic intellectuals of the coming
Black revolution.

Thus. it would be wrong to equate the
B~k Consciousness Movement with
a mere cultural reraesarce. It was
indeed more than that, Block Con
sciousness recogniled lhe centrality
of the material conditions of exist
ence and it was precisely because 01
these lhat it rejected collaboration
with whites - howe""r well inten
tioned lhey may have been, Because
whites did not experience first-hand
and could not 'feel' the predicament
of being Block - not simply because
of their pigmentation. but above all
bec<!use of their exclusive and abusi""
bourgeois privileges - they coold not
join in the struggle of lhe Black
masses. Being Block was not deter
mined by colour alone; it was deter
mined by the daily experience of
enduring oppression as /I class of
exploited peesaots and urban WOr
kers. A white could scmpaihjze with
a BI<tek. yet economic advantages
almost inexorably kept him while : as
such . he remained at best a paternal
istic reformer and al worst. a con
serous e}"ploir ~ 1

In this perspective BI<tek Consccos
ness rejected the mulliradalisl strate
gy advocated by lhe African National
Congress . Block Consciousness per
ceived the idea of alliance and c,,::...
borahon with whites as unrealistic
and indeed impossible. Rejection of
rnulurecialtsm. however . did not
imply acceptance of the Africanism
espoused by lhe Pan African Con
gress. Unlike Africanism which em
phasi led an e xclusively African
SlrlJ9gle against while supremacy.
Black Conscioosness \lX'nt beyond
lhe confines of race and Africanness.
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The »oucn of 'Blackness' which de
cisively moulded the Movement 's oct
look, w",s embedded In both the
consequences of being Bksck in a
white suprerJI<>Cist state aod the real
lIies of malerial eKpIoil/lt ion derived
from '" ra<;1I1I capilallsm. As such, lhe
concept 'Black' came 10 erw;ompllS$
all of the eKpIoited , lrr<'SJX"CI iYe of
their Africanness. Asians IlIld "Col
oureds· - people of mil<ed ra<;1I1I de
scent - were prelliously regarded wUh
skepticism IlIld ambiguily by the Afr!
caress, but we1'e fuIy inlegraled inlO
the Black Consciousness Movement
pn:lOIided they «eepled their Black·
ne!oS. Moreowr. the term 'Black' was
not altriWted 10 aI Afrie.4ns. In teet.
the Mouement rneNed the pejor4
live term 'non-white' to delirw those
Africans. Asi,)ns and · Coloureds
who collaborated with .....t\ite auh
orities. Aa::oodillg!ll, the Black Con
5cioustless MoYement cOlldeu oed
the Afncan bureaucTahc elite 01 the
bantustans for u illoo'l'Ol'ahon into
...-d accepWnce 01 the political SIJuC·
!In' 01 ",parttwd.

BLrl.~~not
~ race as a de. ' 'oe factor in the
str'UJgIe agaOsl: white~~ it
also str-.l the inlerradal Iinl<lJges
pres.erW"J and erVvn:ing the gillen
racN~. Thus,~ iI!I __ iI!I

race occupied a pno. ~eged position in
tbe BCM .maIysis 01~ African
'IOCiI>fy. In ~ wnw. the BCM de
pIIrled from the pw-ely radal anlt\de
and stralegy 01 Af~. Being Af·
rican was not a suIfiOent condition 10
cpJaIily as a Black; to be Black implied
a dete llilii oedantagonism lOapdr1hftd
an::! the pol itical will 10 eradicate it

Tadpole Philosophy

Thus. the economic structur.., 01
apartheid mainl",ined while minorily
soIid<lrily. .md tended lodivide Blacks
inlo opposing but not n«ess.>rily ",n
l"'9Oflistic str",l", . In their endeavour
10 preserve lh eir n..wly <>equired
stalus of ........"'lth and power . Blec ks of
lhe urNn peny bourgeoisie and espe
cially those of tho! OOnlusl/ln adminis·
lrative ehle, strooe 10 become whiles.
Yet. always emasculaled and rejed ed
by while rectsrs they degeneraled InlO
a p<!rlicular hybrid - the ·ron-while .'
The non-whiles emulated everything
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whUe and repudia ted everyth ing
BI<>ek , They ........re . 10 use Tawney 's
l..rmlno!ogy . the "tedpoles" of his
tory. for they thoughl th.:l.t it w"'s
possibWto :

"... rf'(;t)nd le Il>emselllf'S to tl>e
Inoonllf'niences 0/ lheir positi<>n. by
re/lect lng ,hgl . t hough most 0/
Il>em will lillf' gnd d ie as t<>dpoles
and noth ing more. the more /ortu
nate 0/ the species willone doV shed
,heir 19i1s, d is'end their rnot<,hs a nd
slomllChs. hop nimblv OIl 10 dry
land. and crook oddressn 10 their
former f riends OIl the ";rt ues by
meons 0/ which toopol" 0/ chel rot;>
te r and copocil v con nse ro be f rogs

Qbo.;ousIy this conco>pt ' ''flnsented '"
false conco>ption 01 apartheid 'IOCiI>fy.
101" to be.....,...a frog in conternfXJriUY
Sou!h Afric.a the t<1dpoIe wold t
to beborn while . The t<1dpoIe phil0s
ophy. hoIwwr. suslained the belief
in the pcu bilily 01 material advisnce
ment lhrough unfe tlered perwnaI
achiewmenI - thwgh it offered i ttle
01 o<1ther . For a srnaI Black elite . it
pn:lOIided a way out of the nUseTy
o<1lgeTldo!r..,J by" racist c.apilll/ism_ It
did not -.ner that few Africans es
c.aped /rom powrty: those who biIed
10 do $0 h<od only thernseIues 10
biame. Deeply etched in the Bl.:ock
intellect. these rt'Ty!hs helped to sup
port and <'\If'T1 legitimize <'COOKlO llic

~rtIies and while 5Upren\acy. No
.....onder that . bent as it was on trans
forming lhe sociaIllWi1l~ 01 Black
men and Black women. the TJ1OYe
men! soughl to destroy the hege
mo ny o f Ihis bourgeois ladpole
ph_.

Bl.:ock Consciousnl>ss aimed ",t tralS
forming tbe stultifying white colonial
theology inlo a Black theology of
liberalion end . therefore . it attempted
10 inshll in tbe Black intellect a radical
ideology 01 hope - "n ideology wilh-
out which the recovery of Black self
respect a nd hum" nhood wes
impossibW.

Ideology o f Hope

This preocCUpdlion wilh the creeuon
of " n id<'Ology of hope from which is

new B1« k cullure would spring. ex-

pla.ins the emphasis that the Mow
ment placed on the sohda, lty of lhe
oppres..oo , For. economic and politi·
c.al liberation. Indeed Black Iiberalloo
itself, r<'QUired Bl.Kk cultural hege.
mony. Bl.Kk Consciousness sought
10 create a social order In which the
Black way of life .md lhoughl would
be dominant . a social order in which
the Beck concept of r"",lily would be
diffused lhroughout society In all lis
insti lulionlll .md private manifesta
tions. inlorming with its spiliI a11 l/1s1e.
mor.mly. customs. religiou$ and pgl
ifical "" iilCip&es. and aB social relll
Iicln$. pIIl1icuIarly in their Intellectual
and moral connotalion.

Hence. the goal 01 the Mowment
was the uItima,e hegemony 01 Black
.-.ess <llS an ethico-political COl oception
of liberation. As Brko recogllized, the
issue was not integralion in the~

ing white-domirwlled system . but
rathr>r to ..........ionile the system Into
'" Black creanon:

"Bloch no longer -rk to 'e/orm
the s\lStem bn:ause eo doing implies
acuptgnce 0/ the major points
around which the svs,em ret.Olun.·

"Bloch gre OUI '0complete lV , runs ,
fo rm ,he svstem gOO 10 make 0 / if
whgt t he v wish , S uch g rrtGjor

undertoking can onlV be Tftl liud in
on gt~re whe,e people gre
con,.;nced 0/ t he I ....t h Inheren t in
thei r slond. Liberu tion rhere/ore. j s

0/ pcl rornot<nt imporlgnce in lhe
concept 0/ BI(](k ConsclousTlftS.
for we ca nrlOl be conscious 0/ our·
se llin and IX" remain in bondoge.•

Thus. BIolCk Conscio:lusne\s became a
rewlutionary lheory. lIs immedidte
lask "".as 10 meke possibW lhe corn
ple1e lransformation oI 1he while sys
lem and lhe liberation of lhe Black
people.The probkotns involved in this
r<'SlNCluring of sociely as a who!..
W<'re Immensely compk>x. requiring
much more than lhe mere negation
of the negativihes created by Institu'
lionaliled r« ism, Bksck Conscious
ness was in fact the antithelical st" ge
in the long end difficult process of
di.l~c!icalliberalion . As such il con
lradicted the thesis _ while r<>e lsm 
end yet, it remained conditioned by
white r« ism itself.This is why Bennie
KhOilp<! understood the Movemenl
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es a serie5 01 "transcendent neqa
nons":

"Paradoxically, a prerequisite fo r
human solldarily is a fee ling of no n,
solida rily wilh men who . tand in
the wayofsollda rily, Paradox ica ll~.

the oppre.S<'d con onl~ bring about
a f ut ure of universalbrotherhood In
proportion as the~ fee l and exhlbil
group solida rit~ wit h the enem le. of
human so llda rl t~ , , , Histo ry has
charged us with the cruel responsi
bilit~ of going to the ver~ gote of
r<:lclsm In o rder to de.tro~ raclsm 
to t he gote no t further, "

Thus Black Consclousress was not
merely "n anernpt al establishing a
total cultural hegemony, it was also a
radical cry for the transformation of
the capitalist structures supporting
apartheid. fn addition, the Mc veroenr
was a situational philosophy of praxis
and as such subject to modification.
progression . "nd retrog ression, FI
na lly, Black Consciousness enta iled
the ne<;essa.ry reafllnnation of the hu
manity 01 Black people and the ind is
pensable red iscovery of the rich
history of Africa.

Revolution

The hegemony 01 the white ruling
class which insta lled into the Black
mind" sense 01inadequacy and infe
riority had to be elimimted. and a
new Black identity had to be con
structed to take its place . A general
politicalcrisis had to be engineered to
contest the lounda.tion of white su
premacy and ultimately to strip it of
its eure of legitimacy, In this context ,
the first phase 01 the revolutionary
emancipation 01 Black South Afri'
cans resided in the struggle lor ideo-
logica l hegemony: a struggle which
had to erode the colonial mentality
established by years 01white domina·
tton and which had to usher in " n
entirely new system of beliefs In a
theoretical context, it is al th is junc
ture that consciousness be<:omes a
r.,.,.,rution"ry lorce, In the words of
Anlonio GramscL

"M<:In is above <:III elS<' mind. con
.clou.nes. - that is, he is a product
of hi.tory. not n<:lture .. , Man has
only been able to acquire a S<'n S<' of
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hi. worth bit by bit . In one sector of
soclet~ after another " , , And such
<:Iwa reness was not generated o ut of
brute physiologiwl need., but o ut
of Intelligent re <:lsoning. first o f all
by a few and l<:I ter by ent ire socia l
classes who perceived the cc uses of
certain social facts and understood
that there might be ways of convert 
ing the st ructure of repression Into
one of rebellion ond social reco n
st ruction. Thi. means thot every
revolu tion ho. been pre<;eded by on
in tense labou r of social cri ticism, of
cultural penet ration a nd dif fusio n,"

Such an "intense labour of social criti
cism. of cultural penetration and dif·
lU5ion" was prec isely the task that the
Black Consciousness Movement had
set for itself. In doing so, it sparked
the revolutionary "wakening of the
Black intellect ard challenged the
structures of aparthe id. Accordingly,
the rise of the Black Consciousness
Movement indla ted thai white su
premacy was showing signs of vulner·
a b ili t y and e xhaustion , and it
announced the coming emancipat ion
and liberation 01the African masses

This coming liberation, however . will
not cOrlstilute an easy process , On
the contrary. in spite of its evident
and moonting weaknesses. the white
regime is stili powerful enough to
repress dissent and revolt. 11>e future
then appears to be lullof promtses of
change, " nd dr"slic change, but it is
also pregnant with danger and mor·
bidity Black forces . as of yet, lack the
resourCeS and organization to ocer
throw while supremacy, and simuita-

neously white supremacy no Ioroger
has lhe hegemony to Impose its order
on an increasingly militant Black op
position, This relative stalemate can
only be temJX>ra,-y; In the not too
distant future the stalemate will inevit
ably give way to some form of Black
majo rity rule. Black South Africans
will have to de termine on their own
whether such rule will be socialist or
bourgeois, revolutionary or OpJX>r'
tuntsnc. JX>pul" r or elitist.

What seems certain . however, is that
the travail 01 the BCM has con
tributed ard continues to contribute
to the awakening 01a soc;";;st , revol·
utionary, and JX>pular consciousness.
While there is no guaran tee that such
consciousness will resu lt In the ulti
mate victory of socialism, there Is the
cert"inty that it will remain etched on
the collective memory of Black South
Africans . and thus that il will block the
ascenc:lilncy of opportun istic and re
actionary forces , There is also tf-e
certainty thaI Blacks are no longer
prepared to stomach being the vic
tims 01apartheid , they are no longer
prepared to remain passive. they
beoe become angry and they seek
with passion to end the ir mtserv, As
Will ia m Butle r Yea ls put it : "All
changed, changed utterly, A terrible
beauty is born: '

I "m therefore afraid to conclude that
violence wi ll be the inevitable de tour
in the long and painful journey leed
ing to Afrlca.n freedom. This is so
because apartheid li ke slavery c" nnot
be reformed, it an only be abolished.
and abchshed it will be. Thonk you.



MARXISM IN AFRICA

b y DR. WALTER ROD~EY

The L.te Dr Waker Rodney was _ highly q...llRed historilln with
_ internllUon.aI~tion. An IlCtMsI in his _tfvoe~ .net
_ n_Iobe, of tta Wortdng PeopIes.n~.,..ansl the People's
Nadon.I Coullr • (PNC) dictatorship of F~ Bu.-nJwm, he
.... murd"!iEd In 1980 by PNC thugs.

Il'ITRODUcnON

Fint 01&11_must undenund
the b.Kkground lor this kind

of deNle . wtwn one is uked 10
speD. on the re......ance of rot......
IIisrn 10 Africa a t this pIlnlcuJu
point '" lime, one is bring aY«l
10 inYotw _ If In • h lstorial
debate . an OhgOlllg dorb.te in
this country. pIlnkubl r1v a mong
the 8IKIt popuYlion. II Is • de-
_Ie ..... id1 ....s Ivlghtnwd OW'!'

the ,,"SI Y"ar and. fronI my O\l.'fl

pen.on.lll omen/allons, .. bring
...a llfll In .. "r~ num~, of
places . n on this cou n l r y.
Somellmes It apJH'UI in the
guise of lhe so-called natlonallsi
venulllw marxl.tl .........tlmeslt
appears in the guise of those
who cla im 10 espouse • class
~itlon a. oppoMd 10 thOM
who claim 10 espouse . race po
'lilian. Thus It would not he
poMible for UI In • s ingle IoeS

.Ion to ,",Ie ' Into aU the ,.mlll
eations o f 1....1 Mbale but h~
fonn lhe _"ground for our dls..........
h is "" imporl.vll dtbale. iI is ¥1
irnportanl faa lhat sur;h issuo>s a."
t:nlg <Ml"l~ In lhrs fXU'II: ry lodity.
.JISf as !hey're bn1g debated in Afri
ca. in AsWI. in La.." Ammc..1 anJ in
many pans 01 lhe metropolita n
world . in \WSIoml E.urosw and in
Japlln. becauw the~..ad na
ture d ille do1bIIte and ils intensity at
this tinw is e reflection 01 the crisis in
the ClIpna!S'impena!lSI mode of pee
duclion Ideas IlI'ld d"CUWon 00 not
just drop from lhe sky. ll is not simply
a pIoI on IhIi' part of (E'Tta,n individ·
U<lIs 10~ ollwr!. in /II me"ning'
lessdebate , Whatl!Yl!r the outcome of
the debate. wIwItl!Yi!T the posture the
diffl!Tl!Ilt plu1 icipllnts adopt. the WTY
lact 01 the debate Is represent....tive of
the crisis In ClIpH....lism ....nd imperiel·
ism today ....rd . lIS the cr isis deepens .

..

people find • IT'IOl'e lIOd IT'IOl'e cbffiWt
to ()CC~ the old~ 01 thou',jht
.....tlich r....t1onollile lhe SIj'SIEm ,,*,ich is

ooI\a~. hence the n-.t 10 seMd'l
lor new di'ediom.and. quite deiO......
M.... rx i...., and Scientilic Socillhsm
pose themselves as one 01 the most
obvious of the /IWIil/lbie opIions

The question is nor: new 10 Afric.a or
10 the Block people ....5 a whole - that
Is perhaps essentiiOl to underst....nd .
Meny of us have before r.... ised the
question 01 the ' elewnce 01M....rxism
to this o r that Its relevance to Eu
rope; ffijlny Europeen intellec tl.l4ls
debated its ' e leverce to thei ' own
society. lls ...k!v.mce to AsiiO WiIS de·
bat<!d by Asianl, and . to look ..t it
geographically. its relew.nce to l..lltin
Ar11O?I'ic.1 _ debated by l..lltin Ameri
cans. lndivduals hove debaled the
relevance of M.trxism 10 thl!;r own
lime WM • '~I 10 the 19th
cenlufy' If so. _ it 51111 releY.snlto
the 20th cll!l1lury' One CM debale its
relevance to a given l4Cel oIlhe al
.....1' 01 .. socil'ty. or 10 lI:S l/Iw or
cullurt>as a....tlolt> ,These a'e "" issues
that hovet:-n do-bal...:l bdort> lIOd .......
should ...,.".. SOfII(' _ 01 hrstory
when _ approach this question
I~. ~ with that sense 01
history _ CiOIl a9<. ......... is it that the
question 01 the ,elevance 01 M..rxism
10 society ""-Is crops up' And. a
WTY brit'f answn, I would suggest
tbet wIwIt is common 10 the ..bdke
tion of the quest ion is. fi rst of 1111 . a
cond'tion of crisis. II condlllon of
struggk>. .. condition in which people
lire dlSMlisfied with the domi""nt
mode of perceiving ' eellty At tbat
point they ask eboetthe re k>vance of
M..rxism.

Mort> tl\lln lhat . ttw second cordrtion
is people do .N. the~ion bec.luse
01 tht'ir own bourgeots fr~

Beceose one Sla"S oul Joc.aled within
lhe dormollnt mode of rl!il5Olling .
.....tlich is the mode 01 'e4SOfling that
supports capuahSlTl and wttich we will
call a bourgeois fr..mework. of per'
ception. because one 51""S out that
wev, it becorTle'S rl<!l:l!'isary to raise
the question ..bou t the relev..nce of
M..rxrsm. Aller orK' Is IIdvIInced. it is
probably more occur..t" to r..ise the
coes ncn of the relev..nee 01 bour
9"0is thought b<'cause the shoe """"kl
be on th" otlll" loot' Bul initi4lly it is
true that hoo.wvt>r much tbe bour
geoisie drsag,". ther" is one eoen
mon umllng st,end to all bourgeois
thought , they make common cause
in qut'Slioning t ill' ,e\noanc". tht>
Iogic• .snd SO on. 01 M.trxlsl thoughl
And thert>fOfe . in /I sense . unfortu
"",tt>ly. wtwn we.N. that~ion. _
lift> iOlso h"109 into that frllrT'll'WOri<
.snd penern . We are iOlso. in some
way. $III emb"dded 10 II grt>"tl!T Of

esse- t'Xtm In tlw fraUle ' Oik 01
bourgt>oes thought . IIrld lrom that
fr~ _ olSl< Wllh .. great ee
gr" 01 hesitancy MId l6lCeruinfy.
what is ttw 'devance of M.lrxism.

" is pIl,,""'rty !rUe in our plll"Is of
the world. that is. the Enghsh~

ing pIl" s 0I 11ll' world. beceese the
Anglo-Arr1ol!T1C<VI lTad,llon Is one of
in tense hostility p hilosoph ic.. lly
spellking . tow..rds M..rxlsm. .. h0s
tility that mani fests itself by t"Jing to
dissociate itself l!Yl!n lrom the study
of Merx;"m . II you were to chec k on
the ccnnnemal trad ition in Europe.
you """"kl find it is not rhe same ,
French . Gl>rm.!an and Belgi..n intellec·
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tuals w.....tecer their perspective. un
derstand the ImportllrlCl' 01 M"""Ism.
They study it , they relate to it. they
understand the body 01 thought
which iscalled Ma",,1sm and they takl'
a position vls'a 'yjs that body 01
thought. In the English tradition .
w..+.ich ...- also handI'd 00...... to this
pIIr1 01 the worid. to the Cartbbean.
to many parts 01 Africa it is fashion
iIbIe to dis.wow 6nf~ 01
Marxism. It is fashionable to gkxy n
OOI" s ignorance. to!oil\l t.....t WI! are
agllinst M",..ism_ When pressed
abouI it OI"M' 'IItyS tu why bother to
reed it ' It is otMously.abR.d. So OIW

kJ,ows it is .abR.d wdhoo.ll 1V<Oding it
and one donn ', read it bo?cauooe 0IlI!

kJ,ows it is.abR.d. and thl!'refore 0IlI!.

as I said. g\<:lries, irI OIlI!'s ignorllnce oJ
the position. It is rllther diflicu.~ to
!o<!IiousIy address the question .. i~JUt

the reil?vanl;e 01 MII""ism ......uess 0llE'

does the baSIC minimum oIlICCeptlng
t.....t one should ",n<?lllpl to ent.... Into
this full body01 thoughl . beceose it is
a tremendous body of lite ra ture and
al"llllysis. and lrom the outside lIS it
were . it is extremely difficult. indeed.
Iwould Sily It Is pointless. strictly lrom
thl' outside . without ever having
moved tOW/lrds Irylng to g rapple with
whal il is, to av. what Is lis relevance
is .,Imost .sn unanswerable question.
and I think In all modesty. 1!>Qse ollIS
who come from a ce rtem beck
grourid . and WI! all come from thIIt
backgrotnl. 0IlI! 01 the I,", th ings WI!

have 10 do is establISh a basis 01
familiarity with the diff....ent inIe1ec
luIIf tradilions. and as WI! bec..."'e
lamiIiar IlIiIh them WI! can then be in
a ben.... position to r.rak>IIte Mar
lIism's lelE.... l(eor~e /IS the
cese might be .

Now I.wt'pnx-:l onlhe-.mption
th.:tt what _ /Ifl! trying to dnct!m in
this discussion is whether the variants
01 tirrw and P«e Me relevant or. lei:
me put il lIOOlher way. wtwIher lhe
¥MiIInts 01 time and place . meke "
dilfnence lowhether M"""ism is rele
.....1 or not . In a __ woukI
oJImost haw to ItMUffiI! Its \I(Ilidltv lor
the place In which II orlglnated. west
<?Ill Europe. We don 't lwave the lime
to deal with Ilwat in detail But WE' can
then av. , assuming t..... t Ma""ism has
a relevance. hils a meaning . h/l~ <In
" pplicabihtv to WE'~tl'm Europe. o r
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had in tbe 19th century. 10 """'t
I'l<lent don its voJllditv ""Ierd ge0

graphically? To whIIt ""tenl don its
validitvftterd lICIOS$ tim!'? Tbese are
the two vanabln, time and P«e.and
those C4f1 be translaled 10 TTII'IIl"\ his
torieaI cirturnslancfl.. mv - and oj
lure . which 11'1('_ the p0ce. and
....nat sc:w:W and Ntwal con:litions
exisl: in eadl par1icul11r P«e. For us.
to make it more pr«iloe . BL.Kk
peo ple . no doubt. wel·meaning
Black peopW. ..... MIl the q....mon
wheiher .sn Ideology whid'I W(lS his'
torically gmnilted IlIiIhin the cdtun>
01 """"'em o.opE" in the 19th em-
tury is. today. In the th ird ~r1n 01
the 20th century. stil valid for an
other part 01 the worid.~ Afri
ca, or the Carittwan or Black peoplI'
in Ihis countty, whet her il is ""lid to
o ther seeeues al other Ii"""",' And
this is the kind of lormul.l lion which
I wish 10 prl'wnt (lo r discussion).

THE
METHODOLOGY OF
MARXISM

I woukI suggnI two t-ic reasons
why f beIiI'vI' thIIt Marxist ~ht.
sc>ent,lic 'l()(:llllist thought . ""'OlIkI
e-I<isI III dil ln ...... 1I'vris. ilt different
tirrloe5.. in difln fTll piIlces and re1llin
II~ potential as '" l0oi. <OS /I 'KI of
conceptions which pe-opW should
gr"'"'P. Ard the fiAI is 10 look at
M.musm /IS a me1hodo1ogy. bo?cauooe
a me1hodo1ogy """JUld. IIirtuIIIIy byde
linit ion . be indI'pmdoml 01 time and
placl' . You willI&! the Tnl'lhodoIogy
" t ilO\Igiwn lime. <It .......giIIfTl place.
You "",y 91't dil ferenl results. 01
courw. but the Tnl'lhodoIogy itloell
would be indI'pml!ent of time and
place . And I'SSfTlli/lQy. to eng<>ge in
lOrTlI' rether tru nc<lll'd prl'Sl'ntalion
01 M"rl<ism. Int'vlt<lbly owrsimph
fying. but l"oI'Vl!r1heless necl'~""'Y in
thl' context 01 IImlll'd iiIIII'. I would
suggesl as Ofll' 01 till' real hisses of
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Marxist thought tMt it $!arts from a
prespectloe of man's relationship to
the material world; and that Marxism,
when It arose histOlically, consciously
dissociated Itself from and pined itself
"9"inst "JIother modes of perception
which started with ideas, with con
cepts and with words {"nd adapted
itself) to the material conditions and
the social ra;" tions in society. This is
the difference with which I will stert.
A methodology which begins its ana
lysis of ;my society, of any situation,
by seeking the relations which "rise
in proouction between men, There
are a whole variety of things which
lIow from tMt: man 's consciousness
is formed in the intervention in n,,·
ture ; na tu re itsel f is humanized
through its interaction with man's la
bour and man 's labour pnxfuces a
con$!i1.nt streil.m of technology which
in tum creates other social ch<lnges.
So this is the ClUX of the scientihc
socianst perception. A methodology
thil.t addresses itself to man'srelation
ship in the process of production on
the assumption. wh ich I think is a
valid assumption. that production is
not merely the basis of man 's exist
ence, but the basis for defining man
es e special kind of being with a
certain consciousness, It is only
through production that the human
race differentiates itself from the rest
of the pr imates and the rest of life.

What does it {Marxism) pose itself
against? It poses itself against anum·
ber of hypotheses , a number of views
of the world which start with words
and concepts. Forthosewhoarefam·
iliil.{ with Marx 's own evolution , it is
wee known that he started by looking
first et Hegel. a very plausible end
perceptive analyst of the 19th cen·
tury who was guilty in Marx's own
estimation. of ~n;ng forward i1.n en
tirely idealist position, one that pl",ed
ideas in the centre of the universe and
saw the material world virtually deriv
ing from those ideas In thinking
about this I felt that I wouldn 't go into
Hegel. I woukl go further than Hegel
for a ctassk exposition of the idealist
world view, I take it from the New
Testament, the Book of John , where
he stated: "In the beginning w"s the
Word , "nd the Word WM with God.
And the Word was God."That is the
classic exposition of the idealist post -

tion . You take every other thing from
there, the Word was God! But we are
suggesting th<lt the word is itself an
emanation from people 's i1.ctMty as
they anempt to communicate with
each other, as they develop social
relations out of production, and that
we shouldn't be mystified with words,
O h, naturally enough we will have to
deal with concepts and with the force
of consciousness which is a very
power/u1 fo rce which evensome Mer
xists have been tempted to uroeres
ttmate .

Now '-{.,rx , 14king that broad frame
work of methooo!ogy, tried to apply
it to western Europe. He applied it to
a range of societies in different p1",es
and at dilferentlimes but , he concan
trated his ettentton to western Eu
rope . If you examine the body 0/
lite ra ture produced by Marx and En·
gels, you will find that they speak
about slavery, ebcot communal so
ciety. "bout feuda lism, but by and
large, thevcorcentrete oncepitehsm.
They hardly even talk about social
ism, Marx's great contribution was
his fantastic critique of i1.n existing
society , capitalist society. How did it
come into being in a particular part
of the world? The vast proportion of
their literature concerns this question .

But, M t said when I
talked about pre"",pi·
tahst society, espe
cially feudalism, they
ta lked about some
other parts of the
world. Occasionally
Ma rx mentions the
Asiatic mode 0/ pro
duction . Occil.sionally
he carne ac ross to
look at the data con
cerning the Uniled
States, So he had
something of a geo
graphical span and e
long time span. But it
was so minimal in
comparison with the
bulk of his work that it
is true that a lot of
people have ta ken
Marx 's met hod and
his conclusions and
h"ve seen them as
one and the sil.me

thing , that Marxism is not merely a
certain methodology applied to west
em Europe. but that Marxism is it....lf
an ideology about western Europe ,
about capitalism in the 19th century ,
and it cannot transcend those boun
daries. When clearly Marx was doing
the job he had to do, he was looking
at his own society. he WM doing it
under some of the most ooverse con
ditions, he was doing it by mastering
bourgeois knowledge and~"ing i1to
the service of change and revolution.
I would suggest. then , that th e
methoo WM independent of time and
place. It is implicit in Marx and it
becomes explicit in post-Marxian de ,
velopment , using Molrxian in the lite
ral sense of the life of Marx himself .
After Marx 's death ~ will get the
evolution or the development of
scientific socialist thought with other
indivXfuals recognizing that the meth
ooology can be applied, must be ap
plied to a different time , must be
applied to a different p1",e.

Again. presenting our hi$!ory in a
very abbreviated form, we can look at
Lenin, at his application of Marxist
theory to Russian society, lbat is one
of his principal contributions. The
young Lenin, the fir$! major thesis
which he wrote was the Develo~

men! of Capi/alism in Russi". He
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had to deal with his own society, He
had to take those lo rmulations out of
the specilic cultural and historical
context of westem Europe and look
at eastern Europe , at Russia which
was evolving differenlly. and to apply
it to his own society, This he did. He
had al the same time to consider the
time dimension . Thai in Ihe 19th
centu", Marx was wriling about what
has now come to be called the classic
period 01 capitalism. Ihe enlrepr...
neurial version 01 capilalism, and by
the lalter 19th centu", this had given
way to monopoly capitalism . It had
given way to imperialism,

So .......nin had to deal wilh method by
applying it to a new dimension in
lime, So he wrote abou t capitalism in
its imperialist stage. So Ihose are the
two varianls operating: the ideology.
lhe methodology of it (we'lI stick to
lhe methodology for the time being)
being applied to different societies er
different limes. Having made the
point lor Lenin. I hope it becomes
dear lor a number of people, Moo
Tse Tung applying it to Chinese sa
ciety which was a different society
Irom Russian society . Understanding
the inner dynamics of Chinese s0

ciety. relating 10 lhe question 01 the
peasanl", in a different and more
prolound way than any previ ous
writer because that was the nature of
Chinese societyand he had addressed
himself to that. And finally lor our
purposes . Ih e most importanl
example. the example of Amikar Ca
bral because he was dealing with AI
rica. Cabral. in one of his essays. the
one entitled Tile W""pon of Theory,
if I recall correctly, one of his most
importanl essays. began by making il
deer thallhe best he could do was 10
rerum to the basic methodology of
Marx and Engels. But it was not
possible for Cabral 10 begin the ana
lysis 01 the history 01 Guine<i-Bissau
by saying : "'] am going to look lor
classes: lor example. He said. "If ]
say this ] will be denying that my
people have any history because I do
not perceive classes lor a long period
in the genesis of my own people:
Then he referred back to Marx's and
Engel's classic statement tha t "the
htstcrv 01 all existing societies is tbe
histo", of class struggle." To which
Engee; had " ppended a note ",ying
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thdt by "a ll histo"," we mean "all
previously recorded history ," It so
h" ppens that the histo ry of the
people 01 Guinea-Bissau has not
been reCOlued and Cabral "'YS, "'I
want to record that history. We will
use the Marxian methoo . We will not
be lied by Ihe concept which arose
histor ically in western Europe when
Marx was studying Ihal society."

Marx uses the method and he dis
cerned the evolution of classes and of
Ihe phonomemon 01 classes itsell as
being a major determinant. the major
determinant in weslem European his
10", a t a particular poinl in lime.
Cabral "'YS we will begin at the be
ginn ing. We \Viii nol even concern
ourselves initially with classes. We will
simply look al men in ee process of
proouction, We will look al modes 01
production in the lustcrv of Guinea .
and we will see how Our sociely
evolved. So without much 01 a lanlare
he was showing the relevance of thai
methodology 10 African society. If.
"nd when. in Ihe histo", 01 Guinea
Bissau the aspect 01 c!<lss " ppears 10
have historical importance the n Ca ·
bral dealt with it. Unlll such time , he
simply stuck to Ihe basis of Marxian
methodology which was to look at
Guinean people in the process 01
production, social forrreoons. cultu
ral formalions which arose histori
cally and the direction in which Ihe
society was lending.

In many respects, when we today ask
the question about the relevance 01
Marxism 10 Black people, we have
already reached a minority position.
as it were . Many 01 those engaged in
the debate present the debate as
through M"rxism is a European phe
nomenon and Black people respond
ing to ~ must 01 ne<:essity be ebenated
because Ihe alienal ion 01 race must
enter into the discussion. They seem
nol to take Inlo account thi:lt alre<ldy
thi:lt methodology and that ideology
have been utilized, internalized. do
meslica ted in large parts of Ihe world
thal are not European. That il is al
ready the ideology 01 eighl hundred
million Chinese people; lhat il is al
ready lhe ideology which guided the
Vielnamese people 10 successful
struggle and defeal 01 imperialism.
That il is already the ideology which

allows North Korea to Iranslorm ~sell

from a backward quasi-Ieudal, quasi
colceuelterrain into an independent.
industrial power, Thai ~ is alre<ldy the
ideology which has been adopted on
the Latin American conlinent and
that serves as the basis for develop
menl in the Republic of Cuba, Thallt
is already the ideology which was
used by Cabral. which was used by
Samora Machel. which is in use in the
African con tinenl itself to underline
and underscore slruggle and lhe con
strudion of a new society.

It cannot therefore be termed a Euro-
pean phenomenon and the onus will
cer\(linly be on Ihose who argue thai
this phenomenon which has already
uni\ll,'Tsalized itself somehow is inap
plicable 10 SOme Black people. The
onus will be on those individuals. I
suggest. to show SOme re<iS(Jn . per
haps genetic• ....my Ihe genes of Black
people rejecl this ideological posi
tion.

When we investigate and t", 10 con
centrale or keep central the concepl
of relevance. we must ask ourselves
questions abut the present. Whal kind
of society do we live in loday? What
kind of sccieues do Black people live
in today in different parts 01 the
world? And while of course we as
Black people in this country, in the
Caribbean and in differenl parts of
Africa have our own independent his
torical experience. One ollhe central
facts is Ihat we are all in one way or
another. localed wilhin the capilalist
system of production. The society
about which Marl< wrole. through a
process of oulgrowth. dominated Af
rica and the Americas in the era of
mercantilism which was the period
that capi talism was growing 10 rna
lurity, It dominated these parts 01 the
world. It created slave society In the
Americas. Subsequent to the slave
era. capilalism. even more powerful.
was able 10 incorporale the whole
world inlO a global networ k 01 pr0

ducnon which derived lrom western
Europe and North America, a system
which had a metropolitan cenlre or
set of metropolitan cenlres. and a
separate set 01 peripheries. colonies
and semi-.eolonles, So thai we have
all. historically. been incorporaled
wilhin the capitalistsystem of proouc-

"



tlon, .-nd that is .snolho>rdi~ of
the relevance of M.sno.ism,

Ewn without the tr..-.slation in lenno
of time lW'ld pIac.e, il sH'ITlS to me ltw
if _ ""'-e M ome part of the capt
WisI-lrrIpeNlIS..ood, then _ owe
It 10 ouneIves to !'NIt to, to folow ,
10undeAland and, to hopefully /dopl
and adapt a criliq.JO!' of tha.1capltlllisl
syslem becAuse that Is essentially
what M.srx's writing Isabout. He w llS

crttldslng tha.t a1pitalist syslem. He
did It ITICWe eIIecti11ely than lIllY bour
geois writer, and 11_ wMII lOunder·
st¥d the worid in which we Iiw.
which a a worid domina!ed by capi
talism. then _ musl: ...-derstand the
~ of ltw system. the mol:or wtth
in IhIll system, typos of exploitation
which ere to be found within the
C/lpitalist mode of pr o:x1uction . So that
is yet another f/ldOl" .

MARXlSMAS
REVOLUTIONARY
IDEOLOGY

My second land I had Oi igiI-'" sug
gested there weN f\W lJ,as;c Ihings .
and one ..- the metho .... oIcq,rl c0n

sideration after~ is to
look al ~rxism lIS a rl'\oOlutlonllry
ideology and as a class ideology. In
class societies an ideologies are class
ideologies. All ideologies derive from
and support some partIcUlar dess .So
lor all practiCIlI purposes we have
grtNII'l up in capilabst society, and
bcugeois ideo '" '9'1a~ In ......
society. These instit\ItiOOS in which
_ !unction weN created to serve the
Cn'iltion of ideas /IS oommodihn.
ide<u which wiD buttre!$ the capitalist
system. Now, I would suggest historl·
cally a~ Marx sugge~ted himself, that
the set o f ideas we call scientific so
ci/llism ilrose within capitalist society
10 speak 10 the int..resl 01 the produ
cers In that socWty. to speak to the
Internt of those who are explOOed
IItld expmpillled, to speak to the
interest cl the oppie "ed, of the oJ
IlnIy a5ena1ed.1Itld _ITUSI under·
sINd that of the f\W "",p sets of
ide.- before us , idealism and "",leri ·
a1ism, bourgeois philosophyand Mar·
xist philosophy, that e/lCh 01 the two
is represenlillive of a pa.rticular ciao",
[don't have the time to go into all the

..

historical roots of the
fOl1l'\(ltion 01 soci .sl
ism, blil, briefly, in the
19th cenlllY It ..
with the rise cl capt
tIlIist socWty ltw con
ditions weN creesed
lor the drveIopment
of~\deM,

Out 01tho> diverse and
u nsystematl zed so
ci.slislll!eIlS, M.srx was
able to Icrmulate e
cleM and $ySternIllic
thooIy - sdenlific so
daIism, It had a par'
IiclII.sr daH base and
becauw It had this
pIlTticUlar class base.
It WIlS rewlutlorwy. It
sought 10 transform
.snd upend the re lations in society,
Bourgeois Ideology Is of nec~lty

sl"lllS quo pre'lI.'JVing, It seeks to
Con5erw, It seeks to buttrns the
given system 01 pro<b;tion. the re1a
tions which flow, the reIatlons which
flow from a certain system d produc.
tion- A idel d ie ",.,..;Njd positJGn re
mains~ ......... 1Se It Ilims,
COI ISClous111 iIims. at 1IIder" lit ling IMt
system 01 pro<b;tion an:! the political
relations whk;h flow from II. This Is
what I mean by revolu tionllry,

From time to time lhere are M"rxists
who ha~ a risen, who have ill
tempted 10 deny or denude M.mtism
of its~ conlent . That is
true. llwre ere M.srxists who have
becor'le legal or armchair M.srxists.
who would like to see Marxism es
merely another IIiIriiwlI 01 philosophy
eed who treill It in a very eclectic
fashion /IS though one is free to driIW
from M"rxlsm as one drilWS from
Greek thought and Its equlWllents,
without Iooklng ilt the d,," base and
'Without looking .......t...ther an ideology
is supportive 01the status q llO~ not.

N..w'~lele., by and J.vgor. _ can
see M.mtism IItld ....... .tdle ..,...w;.m
lIS 5l-bIersive of.-nd iIIlIitheUcal to the
mainlerwn':II 01the system ol pr0duc
tion in v.Hch _live. Because ideas,
Id me repeat , do not IIoatln the sky,
they do not fIo.,t in the a tmosphere.
they are related 10 concrete re lations
of production. Bourgeois lde/lSoortve

from bourgeois relaotions 01 produc
tion . They ilre intended 10 conserve
and maintain t/>o§e relations 01 pr.....
duction, Soci/llisl IdeIlS derive from
the~ pr<diction. but !hey deTiIIe
from a different ell- interest and
their aim is 10 CM!'r1hrow Ih.st system
01 proohtion.

AFIDCAAND
SCIENTIRC
SOCIAUSM

There iIQilin Iwillsuggest that Afrlc<1ln
people . like o lher T hird Wor ld
people, hIlve \IlrtuaIly .s vested inter
t'SI In scienlific ..,...w;.m bee... M il.
off"", itself to them lIS a ....p:lI'l 01
theory . It oIf"", itwIf 10 them IllS thlII
tool. at the level 01 ideas. whidl ld
be utdized lor dismanding the capitill
i5l Imperialist structure. This Is Its
~.

What [ will attempt to dell! with as
best 1can, are certa in questions aris
ing from lrdlv\du.shl who might !l/IY
yes 10 most oI whal r """ said and then
will ask the question, "Is there no
other a1temlltM!? Is there no other
Io~ "J' aI system which Is neither
capitalist rot JOd,olN ,but is antl-apl
taIs. but llddIe " Itself more hu
manely, if \IOU Iil<e , to the interest 01
Africa> people wher"""" !hey are?'"
These questions are worth Iooklng
Into because there are BlIlck people
Mking these questions and we have
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to Iry and resolve them, My own
lormulation wlll be 10 suggeslIhatwe
look <It concrete O!JUImplo!s 01 African
or Bleck people IlIho hilI~ allemplW
lodevise systems which they cOTl5kler
10be oorl""-,,pi!<llist and n(lfr$(XllI1ist,
Systems they consider are w1kl alter 
naltws 10 sclentlflc socl!llism for thoIo
emancip<llion 01 AfrIcan people.

In this reg<lrd we hilI~ a number of
p;sn-AIncanisls, a number of AfrIcan
nalionalists in Africa. in the CaJiI:>.
be<m and in this counlJy, who haw
teken tbet road . George Padmore dld
!his at the en:! 01 his Me, and made a
50rI ofdi:!tillCllon, not a sort. he made
a distinction between sclentlflc soc:IaI
ism and ~Afncanism. He Ioaid thls
is the road we wII follow: poan-Afri
C<IOisrn. We do not ...... 10 go thai
road whldl is capitalist; we do not
"""" 10 go the sodaIisl: reed, we wII
deriw for oo..Il'W!vn something that is
pan-African .

Ina sense NknnIah fdlJ ' oed up upon
this and ..tthough aI CIllO! time he
caIIo!d hiJnwlf a M.vxisl: , he always
was careflj 10~ thls by saying
thai he was also a ProIesIanI, He
bdiewd in ProInWntism at the same
time.So~he_lJying
10 stra<tlle I\to'O 1IoOrids: lhe worid
wt\idl5iJYS in the beginning \IRIS mat ·
ter and the worid whic:h ""ys In the
beginning there was the 'elII)IQ. And
~ he lei bel'ooee" these 1\to'O.
h 's impossibk 10 5lraddle these I\l1O.

But there he wee. and ... must gr"'"
his~ and we must grant lhe
~ 01 many people who haw
allempled to do this trnpossible lask
and follow them 10 find out why lhey
failed. They failed beuo'W their ceo
ception of wMt a vali/lnl d ilfereflt
from bourgeois thought and dilfereflt
Irom socialist Ihought inevitably
tumed OUI to be merely another
branch 01 bourgeois though! And
thts was the problem, tbet bourg<rois
thought <lnd irll'leed sociali§\ thought ,
when 11.1(> get down to il. can haw a
variety 01 developmenls or roads and
aspects or palhs. Bourgeois thought
because 01 its wh imsic<l1 nilturl' and
because of the way in which it pro
motes ecceoe-cs. you can h<l1Il' any
road in bourgeois thought bl'cause .
aher all. when you are not going any
plaCI' you can choose any road'
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So for bourgeois thought it was
possible for these individuals 10make
what I eonsldo:!r 10 be a genuine ..
tempt 10 bretlk with the dominance
01 bourg<!ols thought and yellind In
the 11M!~ thai they haw mere
lyembrllCed another llWlilahlllon 01
!M.t which Ihey thQl11W1IIes et the
0\.Iblrt h<Id suggested thai they were
confronting.

There ere a number of elWrlpll'S.
some more tlp! than others. 5omI' of
the exampll'S actually are Africans
who f think. were bMlanlly dishonest
from the beginning. f do think lhat
moot of tIw Ideologues of African
10CiaIism daiming 10 fnI a third path
are aetuaIIy jus( cheap trickSlers who
"'-1' ""ernpting to hoodwink the ma
jority ol the popI~tion. I don'l thinI<
lIwy're e:-II to deYeIop anything thai
<Jddr...- iIwIllO the Interests 01 the
African people . BuI, newttl",lI'ss. iI

is pari 01 the necessity 01 our limes
tNt our people no longer are willing
to accept ano,rUIing thaI is not puI 10
them III the guise 01 socialism.

And therefore 1 shan'l in IlICI go on
to African scriaIism. What 11 do is
take~ of those ...oho were. in
my opinion. being selious. being
ho:ltwsl:. And certainly Kwame r.1uu
rrWlh _ CIllO! 01 lhese . tokrurnah
spent a rumber ol years <bW>g the
Ilfties and right up 10 d>I'n hi' w,,"

0'0'I'rthr0wn - that wo:::Ud ca.0 at
1ust ten years - in which hi! was
searching lor an idoology HI' started
00A ...;th thls mixtUre of Marxism and
Protestantism, he ta1ked about part
Alrie<onism, he went 10 conscie'Ilcism
and then NknJrnahio;m. and . there
was ewrything other than <I S1r<tight
lJI'>doonI<lndlllQ of socialism.

Whal ""-"'I' lhe actual consequences
of this perceplion~ Thai is what mat
ters to us , Let lIS 4SSlIme that he wes
searching for somelhlng African am
lhat hi!was trying 10avoid lhe trap of
adopting something alien. Whal were
the prdCtic<ll conseqlJl'1lC<'S 01 his al
tempt 10 dtssodete himself Irom an
Inlemational socialist tredrnon? We
~w In GhaM lhal Nkruma h steed
fast~ refused to accept that there
were classes, thai there were class
contredktfora in Gharld. lhat these
class comredruons II.I(>re fund<lmen·

tal. For yean Nkrumah went tllong
with thls mlsh·m.uh of ph~phy,

which toolI lQrne 10dllJI&I premises
bvt in which he refused to pursue II
to its Iogic<ll conclusion, In which he
wouJd accepf. that one either h..d a
capitalist system besed upon the prI.
lillie ownership of the me,,", 01 pee
duction and the a1lerwltlon 01 the
product 01people'. lebour or one h..d
"" tlltemau.... system which _ com
pkrtelydlfferenl and thal th.erewas no
""aJ 01 jw<tapoWlg and mixing lIwse
two 10 create anythlng tha t was new
and lliable.

A most significanllesl 01 thls position
_ when NknnIah hirnseIf ..... QIIn".

~ After he _ owrthrown. he
lived In Guinea-Kon.Wy and before
he died he wroIe a sn'WlI lext, Class
Suvggle In A/rtco. It is not the grN'

lell: phOOsophicaI b'ealise buI II is
historUlly impor1Nll ,~ it is
there N\aurn"h himself in effect ad
miI!i tIw~, the mis1ead
ing consequenen 01 an Ideology
whichespoused "" African cause , buI
which felt, for reasons whldl he did
not~. a historical neceWty
10 sepa!"tlle itwIf from !ldentif;c so
tiaIism. tt indicated q.Jite dearly the
disastrous c:onseq.oences of that pee
tiorl. Becao.rw Nlcnn>ah domied the
eeseoce ofdas.ses in~...-mIthe
pI'tIy boo.ageoisie asa class ownhrew
him. And thI'n, in Gunea. he wid it
was oil tmiblI' mistake . Yes, the petty
bouIgeoisie is a dim with Int~
IundamentalIy 01'JP050l'(I 10 workers
and peesents in Africa , Yes. the dass
interests of the petty bourg<oorsie are
the same or al Io!dst are lied in with
!he class interests 01 inlernation4l
monopoly capit& and therl'fote ......
ha"'l' in Africa a class struggle ...'ttlun
the African ccnneent and oil slrugg1l'
ag.alnst imperialkm. And il we are 10
aim at transcending these contradlc·
tions. of bringing vidor,rand em.mcl ·
pation 10 the working~. the
prodocers 01 Alrica , we wiD haIII! to
grapple with thatldeology , which first
of a ll recognill'5 <mel, (:halle~ the
existence of exploiting and opprl'S'! '
ing classes.

It' s " w ry important historical docu·
ment It is lhe dosest that Nkrumah
comes to a selt-cntjqoe. It Is the rec
ord of a genuine nationalist. African

..



rl<Itionali'il who wando>red for years
wtth Ihis 1ISSUmplion and f~ling IMt
somehow he musl diS50ClIIte himself
in coe w~or /lnother, Irom ~il'Tltilil;

soclllfism because it origirl<lted out ·
side the booJnd"rin 01 hIS own socil>ly
1Ind he was /lir/lid 01 es cu/turoll imp/>
caions. TNt is p.rtting it in the most
ch1Im1Ible way. e.. the lear is due. in
11Id.to~oI bourgeois Ideology.
DR 10 tho!' IlOCI ltWII he made /I dis
tinctioll bortwu II soci1II theory 1IOd
~ienlilic t heory. wh ich is nol /I
necessary ckinction Thot is the lfis·
tinctioll IIoflich comes 0Uf 01 the his
tory 01 bou'geois thought

People SHm 10 h1Iue no ddficuIly in
deciding lh1It they Me going 10 USE'

11ICels 01 the rn/Iteri1ll cuIlure lh.:ot orig.
ina ted in the West. whether it origin'
" ted in ""p'11IIisl or 5OC'\IIIi5l: sociely.
People h1Iue no dillicu/ly r......ling 10
ek!ctrlcity but they SlIY: ,"",,,rx " nd
Engels, tM fs Europe.m'- They dorft
ask lhe question, -W/IS Edison /I
recrst?" bul they 1Isl<. the question.
-W" s M" rx /I .",;lst?" They g<:'nui~1y

believe tMt they ere ma.king " lun·
damental dtsnncncn. whereas, in
I/I(t. Ihis is obscuring Ihe totality of
soci<sl development. And the ""tur,,1
~iences are not to be sep.l' /lted from
the socl<ol ~iences Our Inlerpretil 
tion 01 the socw re"lity c.m .m.ilarly
derive 11 cO!'l't.lin historical law <Jnd
hence ~ient"ic law 01 sociely which
ClIn be " pplied i"espediw 01 its
origin or its originators. 01 course, it
is true. .md this is the most aPPi'''''' i-

ate oote on which to end. IMt " ny
ideology, when applied, must be " p
plied with /I thorough grMp of the
intl'lTl<ll re"lit;es of 11 gillll'n AlrIc"n
"""'Y.

M<lrxism comes 10 the world M a
historical l<lCl . .md 11 comes in 11~
turoll fW'lUS II. for insI<Ince.~
or. .... us go back 10 A5ians; when the
Otinew I~ picked up the Marxist
texIS, they _ re European texts.
They c.nt loaded with cOilceplioo os
01 the hisl:orIcaI deIIIl'lopnwnt 01 Eu
rope iIwlI. So that Tllr'lhod and be·
lual da ta~inI~ olMousIy
1IOd the condJSions l.IIIl'fe in lac! in a
specific hisl:orIcaI.md cukuroll wiling.
It was the tmok of the Chinese 10 de<Il
with thelt 1IOd to ado1p1 it and 10 scru
tinize it 1Ind we how it _ " pp/iClIb6e
to their sociely . fj~ .md 100emosl to
be 'idlmlilic il meanl having due m
91Jrd lor the specillCS 01 Chinese his·
toric1ll .md soclllf dewIoprnmt .

Ihaw /lire/ldy cued C1Ibrlll in another
context "nd he .e" ppea.s in this C(Kl.

text. The w;,y in which he is /It ,,11
li1Tll!s looking /It the pIIl1iclJ1<lrities of
cia.. dewlopment in contemporary
GuI~/I · BisS1lu . Looking /It the polen'
li1II 01 classes in Guine" BiSS1lu e t this
point in lime . And therelore he is 01
courw, .....,king 'lU'e tMt M"rxism
does not simply /lJlPI!/Ir .u the sum
mation 01 other peopIe's history. but
"JlPI!"" .u /I IMng lore" within cees
history. 1IOd this is " difficult lr.msfor·
malion. This is the t.W< 01~
who comiden himself or herwlf a

M/lrxlsl. Howe ver . because 1I is
I."ught with 5O.....,ny difficuJties.md
obstacles, many peoplll' I1Ike the e1ISIJ
route. which is to lake it as e linished
product r/lther thlln .m ongoing spe.
eM! product which hM to be ad<!.p1ed
to their own soclll'ty.

Oee finds IMt in looking al this MM·
xis! theory, at itl relIl'v1Ince 10 JaCIl'.

looking at the relIl'v1Ince 01 Maxist
theory 10 national emanr:ipIIbon. _

come~ with ill IIf'TY irnport.lnI~
doll.And II is this; ltWII the naOonalist ,
in the strV;t wnw 01 the won1. that is
the petly bou'geois natioMIist, who
1Iims ITlE'rIl'Iy at lhe recowry of na
tional m pe'de' .... in our epoch, is
incapable of giYing the peoples 01 the
Caribbean any PMliciJWion in liberal
democr/ICY. The petty-bourgeoisie
C1IIlOOI ltMiU thew hisloriclll tasks
For national bberatlon re(fJires " 50"

cl1Ili5l: idIl'ology. We C1IOnoI separate
the lWO. Ellm lor national liberation
in Africll. Guine" ·Bis....u erd Mozem
bique wry c1'm ly oemcosreted the
necessity lor an Ideologiclll dewlap
men!. lor con~wnc it.at ion. " s they
Solly in Latln Americ/l aod. the nation
a llsl 'ilruggle was won because it
c"me under the rubric 01 " ~ienlific
soci<llisl penpe<:tMe.

As C1Ibrlll w id. '"Tlwre""'Y be .evoI
utions which have had a rewlutiorlilry
theory .md which h1Iue l.ailed. But
there h1Iue ceMinly been no revof.
U1ions which h1Iue sucueded without
" .~tionanJ theory." •
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REJOINDER TO DR WALTER
RODNEY'S CRITICISM OF DR KWAME

NKKUMAU
by GOKKEU A GAMAL "KRUMAU

!'Iknrnaism is a~~ 115

cccosed to a deflrlitiw <roe. The c0rner

stones of Nknrnaism, hov.oeI.er, are lIl

COfTllIUTlisn':W slaoc. The recognis.'JHe
essence of Nknmaisrn is so e<rlstiIuted
<IS to be polentlaly cepece of~.

even~ Kwame Nkrurnah's
0\M1 cru:iaI thecretic3I ~emise , As~
identi/yl1g coocqllilI canerslones rru;t

IJl9iVlise dariIication of the~
d;so'SSim, [ shoukl !MIe them here. The
In: Nl<nmilist ~errise is the tol<tIlb.>r<>
lion of Africa and AIric«ls. On the eveof
Ch:lna's~ Kw!me Nkru
mahdedaredthat. 'The h\ependI;n'e of
Cilana is~ uriess • is Inked
up with the tct<ll &1:EarlcnofAfrica." k is
clear from~ wrilit9S d Nkru
mah in books ':U:h <IS his O>nsciencism
(l962)and Neocolonialism: l.a5t Slage
of Imperialism (l964l that Alric:a"lli:e
ratlcn it its wider context isnot restricted
to the confines of political nlcpeOOen:e
00t comprises ofNric<In econcmic !be
raboo from the West's~ ex
~live slriln':l1ehOCl (OS wei (OS A/ric;;In
rultural hbeT1ltion from European or
Western rleoIogic.<Jl he<.Jen"oIy

The secood cru:iaI 00jedive or premise
of NkJunai<m is the poIiOCaIlI'1ificalion
d Africa as d ~eUle to Africa's ecoo
omic integ,alk:n '11 is line that we
pI;n-ledoureconcmicand p<:iticaldevel
0JITHl1 on a cmlinentdl scale . . . ':U:h
m<lXi1un develop-nent Il.OUId ensu-e e
rdtH:n'll, ¢jlisdtion d the materiill re!OUl"
res and tunan pctenliill of ourcrntinenl
ilIcng the lines d an inlegratedeea1Clln],
and withi1 canplementary sectors of
proirtion,~ all Uiu'" l ry
loon of competition, ecaxmc dIiena
tionand<i-.JPiC>lticx '"wrote Kwame Nkru-

Nkrumaism

010. 'E ••• . .....11I: 11*. , _.toW It
... , .,.'u.tIc."J' ' In..vrb" _Pll8I )9INdl_..........
F....trT.V~2.Pll8ISS.

The idiosyncratic cr iticism of the
aloremenlionOO~ic~ .....
o,.d,es arctn::I the rni5ccn:erJions of
....rnt they pero;?iW to COTISlitlie ''Nkru
maism".~ed t>,r a rnisrepr>.'sent
lion of the liICtS. 'Mw is '"Nkruruism7
Why is Nkr uma ism a n unsett ling
presence 115 far 115 certain segment'; ofthe
wes's and Africa's '1eftist" drdes are
~~ is ~ that~ d -«:n
fessed "~" do net kwsonthe
tragic m.rtilatm of the p:>Iitr.ilI and ideo
I<:Jgic<W. stn.dures~ ;;0 panstak.
in;W rurtured 115 he began d!l"JWttn::l in
~ steps the capiI<lIist~
basis and <::cloniaI Ic>Iafity of rehtioos 01
pro:Io r.fa:>nthat~ Gere'sreo
cOOrOaI~ and 115 yel still

oces'
Nknmaism represents the cooJe:;cero:;e
pf p<I1l·A~ and ":l:ierdic 'JCWI.
ism, Nknmaism isnot Alric.MSodaIism,

1TIilIeriaIi!m" appeared on bcokshops
<n::Ilniwrsily baries' shelws. Thisboc>k
fCll'fTl"d the l:D5is ol the ailicism 01 Nkru
mah ..m.qoendy espcesed t.,r a group
0/ Western am AIn:::an self~ '"Mar
Kist"~ I dill not abwt to name
these academlc celeb ilies, nor1lI1l 1to list
Il.tty ard 00w theySlBained a dwacter
assasW1atIoncampaign socartanken:us
loy. This sae is beood the scope pf this
paperand is pertr.OeraI, gven the cbec
tivehere, SJlfice ~ to S<IY, from theewet,
that II pains me to mertion Dr Walter
ROOney <lS<roewho,~~,

reiterated the Frtch and ()pperl>eimer
scereso .

&My three mooths i.'fter the C.IA en
gina're:Jo:upd'etI! v.hidl ewrthrew the
Nkn.tr.<il gowmmenl co book en~llOO

'(ihonl1' end olon i lllJSion"~ in
the U.S.A.and written l".. twoArnmcan
~"~ BOORtchan:l Mary Op
peMeimer.~~ rwu
m<Ih frcrn the~ d 'hst<ri:al

'The most histone <nI dr<lm'IIi:; pditicaI
"""""' .• . ......., GJ<,na's anaim1ent ol
nIeperdence in 1957o.nler DrK~
~,,~olthelolal libera

lion ci Afric.l. an ardent~ of
pditical lllity an:! prarorerol theAfrican
~ity . . NIennJ;"h h<:Ned in De
cerrDer 1958 the AJ-AIrican People's
Qy,fereru'~t.,r-al Heads oi

Statesani G:lvemmerl: indxIi~ leaders
of~ organisaIlc:rts .......gO;j &ee
dcm stI\.OOles . . . AFRICA MUST BE
FREE sai:l Nknmah in 1957. AfRICA
MUST BE TOTALLY FREE!We say in
1981": ROOert G. Mugabe.

Fitch Oppenheimer
Scenario

Peteps no persrnatity in crnlempJl"3fy
Aflican hislrny rns 91ited more contra

drl:IIy ;.dgemerts. an::I pcensed 00
~ e-d 5Iuierts cl his C<Ireff am
.....alIs.~ Kwarne Nkrumh's
""~ to~ the o::b1ia1 rmlions
oi paL:tion in Olana with sccialism
5OIn' oitic5 of Nknmah erOOarka:I on a
path of d 5torticl'l <n:l~ion of
Gere's ftl"j/ PreJdenf s oortrirution to
the African socialist revcluncoerv

""""

"The lmmortaI spb1t of Nknunah
.... . In and wiD.... k'e owr the
Judgement of histoly In relation to
this dec;kl.,oe IIItage In the IlYes ofour
people, in the lifelong struggle
.agaDd: mperiallst etorMIalion for
the Due JlologlESS of our contt
......." L Ami::.¥ Ubral.
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mall." The crealioo cI an Africa free 01
frortiers mrais the~ cIa grow
~ sense cIAfrican soIr:Iady ITan!ioIrd
~ COI"i", 'ipJlary "naIlonaI" bcu1daries
~ed "" the &ropean cdoniaI
po.wrs late last certtay.

last 1II1d net least is a CO iDllib ,m to
sciertiIic oociaIi.<rn.H~ the reB
lion of~ to oociaIi.<rn has
been unchar100 am c:onIus0:l. Kwame
Nknmah was the eariest theo::riIiti<ln to
estalilsh the categaia'l mperative 01
......nJing~ to rdertilic 00

d<Utsrn Said Nkn.mah: "At the core 01
the coK:ept ofAfrican trliIy llessoxialism
and the socJaIist defillilioo , d the new
African society. Socialism erd Nrican
Unlty are organicaIy canp!ementary".'

Rodney

ScU>ti1lc sccelsm isan irto.'gIaI 1'1'''''''''
01 Nkrumaism. Much of ...mt folco.<.s is
to eIaI:>o<ate .....try this is so,~
,eM",Le lJ>'iI be given to Dr RaIney's
alIegalials, MUch. perhaps. o:o.iI be at·
bib.Jted 10 the pauity d evk1eoce a<.ai~

able to hhl. Dr. R<xhey "describes hew 
NKnrnah deried the eeserce d desses
in ChnI urtiI the petill:x:ugooisie as a
class CM'fthrew him.· He~"""'"
that Nkrumah bed W<ndered for years
'\l.fth the a.<fUTlIIDn that he iTJJSt dses
scose himsd from sdentilic soxi<llism
bececse it originated ootsde the b::u>
dariesd his"""" society aro:l he wasalraid
01 its WturaI~funs".· These ao::u
sations are wth::ut fOlllC1ation,

Kwame Nkrurnah tnierstocx:l that fa a
reo.dD:>n to e-d ,., sa;iaEsm it has to be

initiated and exewted "" sociOOsts. At
irrlepeOOence O'.O!I" lhroe doorles ago
Ghana hardy beda "cess" d revolrtion
ary~ aI'l1a"l!I the p:uIeIariat
am inteIIigertsia wh:>~ em
b«ked al a concretep:-cgt3i [a, loJ for the
~ d~ so::iakn.
Nl<nmah kneW that a~ partyisOOI
fOlnied al the basis of itsoI!iciai deda
ralioos. 'The Party (CPPl has aIIwys
procIaIned scociaIi&n as its cbjectiI.oe. BuI
sociaIign carJI"lct beachieved MIhwt 00

~'". sad he.

To procee;Ilurther on the q.-rIoo d
Nkrurn.ili ·s implemen!<ltion of socit>

econanlc policies deIerrnned "" the
principles of scientillc sociaIisrn It is
proper that 1M! pecse to rwiew certam

52

cmc:e;:ts basic 10 a sciemfic socJaIist
~. T-..oCOLelbnpartWar
are cnr:iaI totns~.The first is
....mt i1 Manust terminolog,.r is referred to
as the 'bIsis"' that is to gy the rnateriaI
cadtials on the tctahty of relatioos 01
prcducoon. The basis is the rrode of
proW:.1ion or eccocmc cl!aslro::ture
specific to a IUstoricaIy deIerrnned stage
or >*-e d social ~'"" D. This

e:cn:mic basis "" am Wge ccnditior>s.
IM'I'I 5tipJates !he 9..peI'StndUre. The
~ in MaJxi!t parlanrn is the
sum tctaIof legaL ldedJgical evena.dturaI
~ arKl roIations Il.tlch are ,.,
nen emlx:ded in wIuaJ 1II1d p.Nc n
stiIulims 1II1d orgarDsalions. !he;.dciary,
theexa:utive JX"M.'fl' or~ the
<dministrative 5lTucIures 1II1d milil3l>' es
tal:iWnert. The stateis the aocIaI mgan
of !he~.

The Ghanian
Revolution

K........-ne Nknrnah's r'IMi.tionary expm
mer1. n GwIa was thrre-fc«l. FII"SD,r,
Nknmah errt.m<ed co a pI"O!J"essNe,
9,ISIemaoc disnwltlernert d the cob
~ iMerited ocorarOc basisof Ghana.
'"lhler cdcni<lI ......., Ioreign~
interests had tied up OU" IIAloIe ecco 0::0 , &y
10 "-lit~, We had net a single
industly. 0Jr e::onorn,r was deperdent
on me cash crop. cocoa, AItholgh our
Wp.1 d cocoa is!helargest II theworkl.
there was 001 a single COCO<! 1'1'" ' IQ
foctoty". wrote Nkrurnah.' This was
c.<UJied with the deliberate p:io::y for
occeIeration of eoorornic growth, i1InJ.
stnrluraI dewIopment, and the socialist
~ d the G1anai<n econ
00>.

Se.::ord;, Nkrunah laid the fClll'rlltion
for the~ lr<lnsformat\cJn of
the~~.In olher w:::msa social
1II1d i<leOOgi<::aI reorl.Jtim, •. . .Th:xo.Jgh
gcfl;jmao:imeryhadbeen~for

the poIi11ca1 e.dr.ation a the masses 50

!hat OU" sociaOsI~ 1II1da-'s
role WI the Mdef Alrican reo.dD:>n ni'jrt
be dearly \.II"ldentood. Thiswas the p.D"'"

pose of !he Yo.n.:I Po_'s (the "..uh
~, the rue e:lr:ationaI~
gJat"" 1e5 (for the~ of the
prdetarnt),1II1d the rlei::L#:aI IlstMe ol
Winneb.l where cadres were being
tmined. k ces 10 rrW<.e possilk the In'

foklin3 a the t'l\!>d >*-e dthe G-I1Iian

~:the~da'JOdal

i.9. oop:HIc, the p:in:::lpIe d IlAlidl was
'" lSlail orl WI the 1961~ of the
Repj:lIic ofGhana: oIl

Thirli,.r, NkrumahIWSdedicatedto bals
formation n the5Upei"5t1Uct1Je. HeAfri
canised the institutions of the
~ un as the ;..:lidary and
!he miil3l>'. To refkd his P<"'"Alrican
perspective he fOl.OJed the Al'ro Affairs
Socmariat and the Btr-.. cI Alrican
Aff<lirs- AfrIcan~ and Free
dam FIghters fIc.d!ed to Ao::nl, the GIa
naian eap1<lI~ rnateri.:lI, mililillyand
ted1nicaI essseoce ces freely pnMled
to assist the lberatlcn lTlCM'meI1ts. Nkru
mall~ a poIi1icaJ \ega(vfor the
entire African ca1tinent, Mlh his reelse
lion that apng !he 0Curg00is Mn=acy
of the former coIcriaI po.wrs was an
Menca1traplion particUarly~to

the African~ aro:l poIifr.al
re<Vilies. From pIaCIica experiero:e and
given the machirlalicfls of ,.,temltion1JI
imp!riaIismam the~ st;rte of
Africa, Nkrumah reccynisa:l at an em,.
sli9! Ihat the f<:>regn~ of
the West CNI l'le\e' be .. rcessfoJly im
posed on Nrica and AIricans. "A mJti·
party9j5lel11 ,.,tn:d.x:ed into Africa results
in theperpo!luationd feu:lalism,1IiI.:dNn
e-d regionaIign andan irlordhI\e power
stnJ:Be 1II1d tWary . . , 80i letme ernrht
sOse that a <Jne1l1IrlY """em of !JM'rTl"
men! is an effective and safe i"Nturre1l
cri;1l.hen il operatesr.a~ socieIy,
In olher~ it iTJJSt be a poIi1b11
expres5im 01 the oMn d the poopIe as a
wOOIe. On the Olher Iwd, a <lI"F-party
'O,5lem of~'" ~ neo-coloni<lIist
dent slate. sWject 10 external p:e:5SlUS

and ca1trd. can~ devOOp irto !he
mos.dangerous foon of lyrarrr,l,despct-
. __ ~ . • 9 L" ~ K
ISm <II OJ OPP ...... . uo=dI"-J .......me-

Ghana's Political
Economy

The two anlitheticaI 1II1d antagoristIc
classes ofconternpoIary neo-cdoriaI N ·
rica are the exploiter a- oppressor class
iW:I to DernaOCmI capilal and b.Jt.
tressed lJ} the whtaI, 'deOOgraI and
mihary hegerocny of the West, rn the
ooeIwrl. amtheexpbted a-opp Ed
desses Of\ the other. The first in:h.des in
its T<lIiIs the Wcp?al1 settler or expatrl
ate~. the "" arKllarge "TlCU"
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........ Trlle" AIrUn~ eed n
cmas'oJytheuppered>ebnsoi the'tue
1I..r,T<lI;y eod UJI ''P''''*'' desses. Their
~re&cts~ .n:lesped ").

~ b::ugoois~ I1e<F
lTlCf'II as lWII as Iller 0Im dass irtere5ls
andcess coreoocs-ess.namely elitl!m,
~ and Ih!ralism, The "".
pIoita::l casses ccmpri5e the pea;<siby,
thepclet;mt,theUnJHl prdet;ridand
the lov.er~ 01 the ..twl saIiIriiII.
The petty~.....nJe pi OJl w;i ole
<U'r1g the 'r1dependen:;e an::Ilh, <D:>i ,
slruo';ges WgeIy.nlempts to reconcile ir
r~~., UJIllemporary
Africa Frusbaled l:o; recsmand cct:.r.W
NIl theA/ric.:Jn petty bo.rrge<jsclilss was
one oIlhe mosl o,oci/erous arti--<:dlniaI
desses arrl was therefore incoIpofilled
inlothenalior1aisl i>eralion~.

After iidepe.ooiCl!Ils~ mr
bfr.aI essen<:e~ l ase compI"<I(Ior

""'
Theq.leSOOn thenisdid Nkn.m1lh, elher
inl~ or 'rlact.01er1~, td::I back
the course 01~ SCJCi;}I dew!
opnerll an::Ilhe sociaii.'it~
01 GwIa' Was the NImm1lh co...m
men! an irl5truTe1: ol~ lhe
dorninltial 01 the e:<pk>iter an:! W
)lR!S8)f dlsses? h is~ cmteful th<tl
he dd not ,

The NImm1lh fuoerrrnerrt "'8S the ftrsl
in9b~ African to I1u1ch II re
~ process. Brtish ITliITIg en
terprises \Wl1!~ mtlon1ltlsed. The
seie~ on fore91 lR1de, I'hch
was pnM:lu5Iy exd.Jsr.eIy a d::main 01
foreign co ocellls. \<as estaI:i.<hac:I. The
docaOO 01 the 1950', from ....n.n GwIa
became aseII~ <::<In; in 1951
to the .....ty 1960', when~ "'8S a
sociaIi!it-<>rim:ed repNc, UoOIS ch:lr<lC'
tt"i .oo l:o; nopd eccocesc expansion.
The <M!I"ilII~ straleg,o was
ch<lracterised l:o;.. I'l'\<f:lr i'M!slmenI ef
foo in rn<nIf<lctuing rd.oslry and infra
s\nIcture . The 10 percent of pOOic
experdb.reoo....oted 10p-OO.oc1iwln.esl
ments il 1951-59 iiC,&&J<l to 37 per'
ceri il 1963-M, The Voka dam i'I
Akosoi ,b:> to~ cheap mergy. an:!
a rl2W deep--wlter ""-txu-, lhe~
artificial ""-txu- in AIric<I, o.wn;> con
structed, Roads an::I~ were also
~. Raa<W ernplo;ment grew
(II the hiojl "*ci 6.5peIU'fll.d.airg th<It...
fRANK TALK VOWME 3

A ccosoocsefforl "'l'lS made bythe Nkru
rmh~ to nWce deperderJce
on the West. There _ 9.bstanIiaI m
pcd~ 01 .. ..,.;de RII'1!Je ci UJil"

!UTler goods. The ratio 01 Irnp::xted
cmuner gocds10 priI.eIte COI"lU'flJXIon
_ 32.2 i'I 1960 and oriy 15.5 i'I
1966. The ratio ci~ .......
IdiOO to it, ipJIls rose from 14 .5 in 1960
to 32.2 il l966.The E<nanit; Stnoy;;
1rdmiaI StatSics reeaed that between
1958 an::I 1969 the~ ci con·
pner gocds klra/jes andnon-d.lrabIesl
in~ deo>.Iased from 54.5 peIU'nl
to30.2perart .Sfflklrlylhe pa-cmtage
ol conoumer<UaI*s in lhegross lTWl.I

1<Ictur'og oulp.t was i 1CI w d frOl'11 0,8
in 1958 10 20,3 in 1969 ,

Socialist
Transformation

One ITlpr:ll1<InI: leature oi Ihisrnpi:l irdJs.
tl'i<Jhation slrateg,l wasthe wIde--rar@1g
stale parIidpiIIit:>n i'I lhe~
process. Most of the rl2W factories were
eithlr 5tale--lUl enterprises or co--opera
lives, BeIvJeen 1962 an:! 1966 the per'

cerfage ol gross rrwulad\ftlg '"-4U
domnatOOl:o; fore9J CXII<HrI5 <towed
from 63.210483,~lhe percenl'
age of n-LstriaI grot; oulp.t c.onIrded
l:o;~ prilate capital <towed
from 13.0 to 9 .7. The~ 01
iJd.rtJi<lI gro,.; eupo..c o::ntrclIW l:o; the
~ st<Ile secce ilCl :sed Iran
11.8 to 19,5 il the leu- \AWS p1ecedillg
the 1966 coup d'el<Ill'hch overthrew
the Nknmah G:wrrmeri,The socials
orienl<l1ion 01 the <!COi OCIIl ic pJIicies 01
the Nknmah Glvei, .,.. ,I !<xJI< a doc~

~~I.-.ra'.

This~of 'l<riahst lJ"<lnsforrmliooi
the~econom,Ittvnd1 the mpid
developnert of both the st<Ile am co
operalM! sectors~ d.airg the
.....ty 1960's meNIIlhat the cIosnJ ye<n
01 the CPP ga.enTner1. ......re a """y

dilficUl pzriod lor prMlte SOIdor deo.ek>p
ment, Irdoo::I i'I a "P"""h deIM!Jed il
1964l:o; P1m:ielll Nknnlah to b.n;h
Ihe ,;even yea r development p/<I n
(l963164 to 1969n O) he .rated that,
'We \l.Ui;I be h<rnperrg CU' <dI.ence to
sodaifll ~ we o.wn;> to "",wrage the
~ of~ eap!<Jlism in 0lI" noosf' .
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Actei is tonilIIIsl~~ III
srtees1N Noounah Gooa,.,ell b:Jk
1N1M iPeudii lMdlIep~AfrDd Inllk
ng III ed .....m '""'" hun~
1traql seoJI'"d!ry 10~ Iewk
T\100 TJl(q a slits \W!n! <:mIlfed ~

cdilblloth! ,d1N~

o::Jege e ..., ~ !hedcI5i1g~ d th!
cd:.naI era Aftt,- i1depel .oo iOol Nkru
rnah rnacle 9JI'e tIW III p.JPiIs in p1maJy
an;j mlerts ~~ sdlo:d> re
oeMd1eldb:dIS , "'*-'d free d dwge.
., It-e B1 yean aIIft' i depa .oou Ihe
e . .... ' e ll d ptTwy 1dlooI~ we
0IlDy1dlool!b.derlIs.m~stu
donsiu rd~21 1.9"""Wi ... 437.8
peroenl ¥d 478.8 ......Will l..., .. !"~.

~lherewer-e"'Pid~
in heath secees In1 t-KWth irIfra.;truc.
lin, The runber ofln¢albrds rose b,o
160 pemn between 1951 an;j 1961
v.Ne the rurt.... 01dodas ani dolISs
. 0 l ~ 220.5 p!JCB1I dmg lhilI.....

Pan Africanism and
Scientific Socialism

ft 5 dear therelae tIW K\4eme Nkru-
mall. COOlnIIy to DI' Ro:xro.y', ial.
was nol: ""'" .00i is rJ i::leo ." WI-
~" dli"9b ~".b.lI
lhet~ I!lld Ihe b.od16::o, b
...... UlicllJldso:illl murmuc:tionba!aj
00 Ihe piiqAes 01 !denlific • • . , Il

He.. ioIiatO'd IhenMlUDwy \nIn5

fofn-l..Ilond s<XilIlelalb6. He I'Ullnd
the wItNatia1. 01 a r<dcaIlIansfonnatIon
0I!he~ lBsisaldoondir;j.}1he
COl "''SIn odi')J transf~ 01 Ihe
~. When one COl ISidei ,
Nkrun"h', leadeu llip one IE' , ,., I .

Ara:rio Gr.wT15ci', \the ~~ W/!i'
T\IoOWan Cormu-&&.oorI~

M10ther~ J..ild<riIipo -nus
1e1rl:i4 lip \\f6 nol: "abstract"; Il'II'id..
COi15Isted in t1'll!<:hMlicaJly repealing
sderlIifk: a- theoretk:aI fa-rn.-Me. nor del
ft eoWse poIitic:s, ...w <1Ctil:ln. oMlh ltIIl'
0I'Elk;:aI rIisqI isilim. • aWied lI!d to real
men. lormW in speck IHui i:::al reb
tin., Wdl~ ieeIn;. aAdcs,
""9nebll <nOi!;Cic... 01 the~
EIt.. .,.f1dl ""I!IY lhe red of "sp:Ra
T'Il!(Q"~ d iii !juen sIwrDl
d lTIi!tl.!ri<lI pOO..dIon Wdl h "bM
!ws' "'ifJb lebdor l lMlhit I rJ.","le
lIOdaI OOIIel l!s"...
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sesed iii rr! e ..., d CIIrt<Wl premi5es

Iheun IolaI d ...ntn ls... kiedcq,.o 01
P'IIn--Afrm1~ ecau ,ic.-d al
IlRI II!mJl q:Blb ~ Afn::m pc*Ql ....
licadon ani ...... u lic i*"Jt.....~ .-d
\l(l<"bk~ His pi M ai

aner ....... ,"""':1 ...~ .......""-'d
10 ax:da iltE the IWoricaI proo
cnrrnm to al lTIiJnkind. vet spedfIc 10
the Aln::a1 neo-«b liaI cap. ecce
ecaulic bTmacn. Nkrlnwsn yaw
e'cq.m expo . ' 110 the!ipCd/1i'looUs
5elD lets. drm I ' )I S '; i9,*e:I
In Ihe9JI:i<lI~ d Atrara 9.rll
as iii Cl:lI'M:lia\ irl lhe U d:i l'"1liII-.;t
ily 01 thI! UeaI 01 Atrica-l Ulily. as op
por;o.! l0 .....lbadh~ Euop&i '
~a:I rI1lllon<lisms. etI-ri: ald .,.
g.JislIc evm p:ilitico--religlous b,iaIties.
NJ<n.rn"h W16the~oI~

lions ilSlil~ dior:er,Itie b,o the Am.
can '"""""S as desi ..... as pio:Jwsi.e

uh.1he SliI~~ ay 01
AFRICA~ TI-IE AffiICANS. Ths
aspoct 01 the Afrian m'6l\Il"S' 5OCi1lI P"Y"
ctw:.Ioo:wis h kgoq.o do,mn;oIEuop&i I

~.~en! ........ . ~
~. eokriaIism<Yrl~
~. k is aI-oo!;t a~
in Its vehemon:e.-dcanrd be~.
There Isno "--nillfnertaI aso,nwnetly be
I\leeJl~ en! 'lCieillik 'D......

African Socialism

K~ !'Ikrunan ...... the In: fliln"A/ri
C-IIl1 actMst <nl theoretician todero::ua
"Afrr.an~.~ Is a utopiirl
... .J l,gaiyngtheAfmnpao;t."1h
~ Afric.Jn JOCiuisII ""l'fl'& 10 es
JXUf! the.......... tholII fw lr;dQIIII Afmn
~\laIa' ! Jossocielyirb.aed1l-1lh
.. _ . . d"-~-'....' ''''.,.n .. !u 10 eKpI:e:ii

rn*"9'olcrlhi! spot. Soxhiil COIOi'\llbl I
d JOCiuisII rmI<es a lE!ish 01 <nTfTU1ilI
Afl-bn society " .. AI~ I!'.&n!
from the histay 01 A/Tr.<I. up II) the~
of Eaopean coIcnlaIIs3tJon. shct.o.s that
Afn::a, 50Ciety ...... neither dE ! nor
dewid of iii "-'Cia! hiet..d .y." said
KIol8l1e~ The ITlilP'~
T'Il'I'Q d "Afric.Jn $.. ' , ,,"\Wft brre
S"h 'jJ e an;! T.. _IIioi, PleliOa...
1eq:d1 Sed;w Set90 an;I ".,..,....
JuII.a Nyerne lespedi\.ely. Kwarne
!'Ikrunan ...... "'-"'?I" '" at:MlcBled Am.
C-IIl1~. In his book Coo$denslsm
Nknrnah 5lata:l <:a~ the CJU:iaI
~ d 'lCiei d O:: rod ... ,1as the

E:'I\I?I"tiaI an::! k9caI deva:lp ' oa t Iran
AfrD', su::lo-p;Jti;aI tnl~
ecaul ic lwi&age.

K~ !'k\mab', p:>lb:allhc:.4t <Yrl
aner _ ~&d ~ <n1li'I*Y
.-d to ICY. II "",,"''I'tied a po
9' 2&.oe M.d.6:lnary arttu.m. h I-is
boci: Neo-ooIonlaJism: The' Last Stale
01 Impenallsm Nknmah ?l<jlO5eI.! the
Il.O:lI'ldl Ig5 d the~ 0JfJXlI1l
tIons <Yrl the.- Effa-ts "to~ 9::ld<II5
aOren::e"ilAlri:a Tlis lx>ok_v.riIen
irll965....tW rw..n.hwas!ill il oIfr.e.
His rqno "i! 01 the~ 01 in
p?I iaIs I.ani~captalWilSfar
TJl(q~ am Indepch thiln~
other African 1eaIer althe lime.

Nknmah focuw.:l anenlion 00 the Op
peMemer capt"'"~ operalnJ
tlwt:u,t> its --w. oxrnponents. the
~ OJojXll..... . ani De
Bees. is II " IXli tiieI "'" tholII !hat em-. . d u_. OJ:paipin;!' """ I Ie,__ y oei I e

pt:iote:I ....n Bob fidlthe I:oJd< N
was 10 e" e9? as the "'bti!" d ~
m,Y, 's <"egdJ~" crtics' II is
CJU:iaI b AfricM~ to nOO! who
mastermirld that l:Lermt fa- conIu
sbl, ft is .00 that Dr W. Rco:h .....s
aiWll" 01 K......, Mnrnan li1d the
o.iIicaIial 01 the West ', !JlIIEr In''i6 en!
botp;~"~ anaiogoll5. •

--
I. ""'*- CD. Uni'~ o<>d sm.• .

S-"'" """ Wnr•• l.cJndoln. 1980
p.l56

:2 Rd>oot G~,Jlfrtco Dot< SF-:?>..
,~

3. K-... N............. Nodnogh, -'"
~ .. G'wIo ...........,.... 5lMMh
March. 1957. Ao=o. G.ano

4 K_~, Jlfo1ca m~" ~n;'...
l.oroko1. 1963, p,52

5 K_ Nkrumah, Hcnd!r:>ol< of R....,I·
uhono'l/ Woolfu", . Londorl. 1968. p 28

6 F...n ~ Tol~. S<'pI......... 1987 _ ., ,,
7. K-...~ DorIl ..,. ...a-,

l.cJndoln. 1967 p.49
8 K-...~_~fbt'"

l.cJndoln. 1972. p .384
9 K-...~~~fbth.

l.cJndoln. 1972. p372
10 AhtaorDrMl!om,An"""lc>G...mocI, T...

"",'C!. on 1",..11«,,,,,1 blog... p/I~, Lon
don. 1977. p,l .'>9

I I K_~. "AfT1o:Ml ><><loIism ....
_~:t. A"",", """m Vol I . No 3........ ,..
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INDENTURED LABOUR AND
GROUP FORMATIONS IN APART
"EID SOCIETY

By Fatima Meer

IProf....., Moe. addre.... the r6Ie of "--j
.. part one! parcel of the ~ock~.

!henUto.o/!heescwe..y.Afn.::lnd
.clai red some 1In:l1lld_(2II1Ie.n..
merle cI orqllnl Wxu ..- d in Is
erir,.oil:~-the~..tictl

wo:::U:l cr:nrd Is tn::lloO!I'"I'M and WMIc
Its l.lllbe _\,lCl todco.elop. AITicln_
~fmploncg:>lMk!her~.rd

raIllcr !han pII'I \Iol1h ttw- Wxu b
~ (I" W '"'* cI il5 1.11lbe 10 Itll'
hirer . pcfu,cc11o bon ....... 1WnIIinccI
of !heir pr<drt&0! n!SCUQ!S.~.

iro::Iiftnd IilI:I<u " e l' e oed the~
inj PJo"C" 0/ the N..&aI AITicln in the
md1.- , 1lI,cwe..y.a:ulcr_ltlfto
, ......... ,fran ltlfto ""'lI'"OScI~..ron
-~ItW. s •k u.hdl.. in the
~ d """9i'S- they _ forad 10

b.......' " W*> tiD'. tra"l'YlIld b..... 10
1hI.> "'"'" _ - scaIccIltlcir i'1iIrINI-

So tIw prj...",
W<l'i noI iIllad1 0/
Wxu.bI: iIl lad1
of iIlbuno:!ilnl
ctw" p L,bour.
~ilthe I
l"bour'inlcmiue
_ o/nbtnal
~"" The
....nit", u:b lilts.
illCw.t~ to
sLov",s and 10
seml-sleve la
bour 01 Ih",
Blacks whose
lend ttwy bed
iIlpprop.i"ted .
0r.poctOO k> pay
vtrtuiIllly no "I"d',~" ..~.".,. toua rd B" ," ,,~, , .. moVing owa' s oc wa' "'. con ·
~, During sclousness.

f'!'9"Ii"'in9 b~ w....... 1hI.>
Afnc.l..~ by !ll>Wdy 01 IIn:l
and by llo<es., _ being~ in

cbtrW!.inlhr..tilrl 'lO'dor0/Ihro*n,l.
potfu " lio .,. 1II !he n>q.ired b5ks. bccto
~.rdsllied "TlJ.6i1lb:al Illllg6lr'
ot-ned in 1852:

Th ill Wm hi! does <lh::IsI~ 
..........Ihr.-....nEthe~durf;
ltw bI:ler. brl; I rn ee wagors. ee
CIIO!f1 d ...t-idl he~ and Nk. He
Ctb ..ad and IIwdr.. dy. ...... ao:l
cooks.~.~ IhiJI I l1Wl' S/JlM a
Iilrmoeo- 00. bI: ibll the coUry. r.
the .......... 1tlmo 'Dfll' fanM- <35<'S

in ..tich killflr Wxu is~ 10 a
......b"'~ bin .......~01

the <jdJe ...uf moW ...us be b.n:l
P""1u" . '9 theo/fo:ed~lo~

ao:l d ..... , a
lI5l1o..o do cus cI
f"'lnilk> iIlPPil"

"'~

The \est~ cI hiIn in s.:.m
Ajjca olfl!' IIIro:b., *"ii-!4<ihland_
.I<iOO ...m..n <nJ. as u:n. lak! !her
ph:e libgO AITiclnand CoIcutds.
n::t criy as !he~ cL- 0/ Ihr
coUry. bI:., as Itll' .......1l'.Ili...:I
II'ld ow 1, They haoJe 5hInd tm
po5Iilio:rl b cuer iIl luUed....,. yel l .
oriyin1hl.> ..... btylhiJl lh.yt-lTO.«I
~some_cl·d.s·COl ........

ne5f>. II'ld criy in !he ..... t\1rty~
in COI 'I'''''' eeoru ,il: II'ld poIlr.al /IC<

1JJn. lMl.!f.- the LJclor., Ihal '- de
kryed their coming log<rt~ iIlnd
o:uaud III some rr-n. III riibI
tm SGti:o -..j'The..-. a111h1.>gr;'fWflIl
\eo.oi lo'$ ......., !he ...00.. 0/ aplfIhn:l
pr<dmn. in 1hI.> k:oa!s I 9'" oer I III
~ _ rlps II'ld cr:nrd P:ilIl
ionmbrJn". rn:R! ,....dUl,.o. I '" <:D'l'
llIined in ee reda1: d,nowTic:s cI!'.fro
As0n .eWllions. An importanl II'ld
~__ 01 """"~.1tll'

syslem of indentur-ed labour ...+.ich
~ 1tll" hian s.:.m AIrra1.

h:\erG.re;:l Wxu ..- ro..rlad no
Na&aI in 1860.iIl~oI ill cwe..yalk>r
~ Iwd him irrp;:o1e;:I no M.lo.m. on
...... the IoIl'IY tB; 1NI: Itll' ..... .H.o?
h.M>g COI"loW tt...~~
lK:~.......mnw\raltt... ~1niItICI'I1ran

~ilIn 10 "'-"'Y. fW the pIIrc.t
lIOn 'MIy did N.Lt _ .Iiog 0Mlh an
i digei........ BLd Pl"IkKrI. ITp::01 b
lxJI.I'? I,lJt"t did the h:liIn 5I.O:I.mb to
being~

Thecxhlial~~by lts

~ fa i 'ipClli>j 'CCXJies' to~
was the~ cI the 'kaf/r ' to
waI<- hi!W<l'i mgadecI asSfrik.1xIIhby
his~ habits II'ld by Ihr IIn:l
settIemenl nwIo! ll(XYI t-im by ill <bing
Brbtl Q<M'1,",oer ~ , k'l fact. the:- n!!OO'I"'

vesccUd aV,.t /ICIXlITI'l1OOd ill third 0/
the eree Ahic¥l pqUalion aro;I ""'-'"?

~iaIjdeoqlecI to pu;h them rn lo the
Iab::u marl<et, s...tIicien1 ewlence el'.ists
10 sh::w It-..l when Nat..! W<l'i anxli:J.S;
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i11IIion an:!~ and fadrate:l
their corM'O"!Ioo Dlto a Iab:u resew.

~ Iab:u bio:arno! I IC "~

i dspol ...t:a to the coXnaI~ d
N.:taI tl the~ In! .-\r !'M.'r>
tielh umries. The nIenILm:i mJ:l 00
1AOka:I l4' to lcu1em hana~. with
the pdlJ ""'9i'S btte- 1Odnd1bo..9>
""" . 'I! lnesb nW1a baago _ IS.

Wd lfIter !he""'""'-'Yd gcti an:!~
m::ni!; and gen;nI nbrr-R~
mm1tltheca.rtJy hadp.No:d urlSkled
""IlQi! rIlleS 10 £3-[4 pe m::nh. NacaI
tultiruId 10"-d'-dp Wnr, d cri,I
p;¥1g~ 10 y Ags and [ 1 a
month lor men lind 5~ ior
"'"lfT'81. a W p ........OCI. d ..tan .......,
~ So predD.6 ..-. Ita Iar.o.m:I
Wxu- posIb , Ih.ll • ..-. one d the
IiD:n lhiIl tb;M;I N.:taIfrom~
teo.wrds Urion tl 1909.

~ conli'u.d urllII 1911, ....nen
. 1l.a'i *'flPtid ~~h:lian lJ]lal:icn.

~~~ Britmi1eresl.

By lhiIl line. 152 184 hiians hid hero
imp:lI1.oo to the co..rIlry (62 per cent
men 25percent""""",,,<nl 13 percent
ctti'en)an:I lhe lr<kl~ion il the
ccb'Pj exceeded the ...nIte l>,r 3.2 I'U-
The meaning of
indenture for the
Indian

I'OAN5had brlmdrt<m~~

~ the Cl:Ila-isalIm d 1M- Olo"IeartJy.
Tl8' ...ml~aInJ:1837 ....nen
the~. '4'JI1 ..tan 1hey had
Iwnedb re5pilefromla>:o'$i'llMnyows.
'n>3l n-...-vi ibM! al ;.m:e. &ap
peiRd lni _ ~~!he Bm;h,
ebsentee 1....::11010. ..... probibil;".,
~ ... BNr, the l.IrRd
Proo.n::e and M...tas the puoib::i' ..,..,.
~~~ ......... laor ioll!S..
AmlOOie l'OjIIa beca 'II! the~
d i'denllnd1aIxu..nd'l~
00 the.u.... Qf Y-ry. As lao- as~
~ _ 001 ocenled.the sl<r.e;had
bero~at!he~tme. "'"
...tel it .....~ a new rr- n
pnxiJ:::tJJn an:I~. Hed the !>,&

tern Qf i'Idem.a-e nol come 10 the rescue,
the fh1ters wU:f hIIw bo>en fceced 10

meetthewage~dthe ex~.

"

h15Illad - and~lti1!W - the Jnder>
rurm ,,-",rkers wm!forced 11110 bec0m
ing Ih.t In l~nolJonoI fO]bs of the
nineteenth oentuty.

Fmm the pjI1: d v.ew d the~.
~ __ eo.m bener IIwl !iauery
hera.." • was dle.lper.~ the
~dCiIIn.llnIni~
"1hoi.- <XlIIt Is~ hal' IhaI d the '*"'es•.e
Amrdee:l1~'l The pice d a.we
at IN line d onwoq;m:.._~
[200-£250 b /Ill -..ge lie !ipilll d
1m1rUIJ'5. t.e fnlltne d Ill"ich .......... d
b.r~ ............Ihe.we...asjA1
ai 1I> !iIliI5OO 10 n!5b'e bs 111.. OJI~ /Vi
in:Iemnd w:>fker <XlIIt IN~ £55
b\t'Jl Y""I1. nlBwd wages.occ,. ,•

•siI:Jr5 an:! P"""!JI'

Sane ckI~ to ""'"'~ and
SIi!t II.., Mo!S l4' 00 !her 0IMl acco.nl
- as SlriIlI ltq:JI:xpm lind~
lridi1g with Ihe b::aI~ an::! Sl4>'
~ the pWurs u.ith their cocie ra
OOns ;as~ l.Ymm .~SI'TlaII
pIcts, fa d . t ICe an:I see. d the
poorer 1enIs. Ie.-d and """"",,mes
boo,ghl fran ~e Il.tlrte 0\M'leI'S at
three Md feu tines the going p-ice; es
skilled <VtMl!;. seItIr.j 14>~.

ll5UilI,I n carpmtry. ....rum il il few=
~ no f<'ldories. They """'"
;J>OO bj the '\'B&' i<J'!I'S'.~ j>IMY

ilrVS~ l>,r JlolIIha ttQ- 0IMl p "" :;<:5
mtesW the CXUIlry as free ~,. ,igIi1 1ls.

They arne mori,o~ 1875 <Old
1s<n. .. ..tdl dale ltd- ..my~ the
~ was Jeilft.1ed lID be lirMt,I ilIrl
i:<OO:I n 19131.

llu. l>,r 1885 the kdan ocnpDnll
>tr\rlLft had beuJo ,'"~ eIaI:u
aIed. ....,. 0JeI'~ ran.wlEd ... ..m..
h.:I d"II5 d rder-uui II'"d rei r::Iet~ured

Ial:nnn.. Ii!tdi001 ill c:Ioi.:I bj Bws....tich
erUloId their~ 10 eopIoiI u-.
10 tI'IO! tit.~ .....a vnal lu~
petilln.ogooisie. nwdI' l4' d t:r:.h the
' P M ' ngen' and the t'K.irldennIa::I.
llIln' ...... 00...--. no dow;~
theciIJision ...as 00 the l>'JSi!. d the j:>:>li .
~. ...t.ich Cl.I~ ecn o ,io::
<Old ocn~ Illes.

ThepI.YMlton.." !<ld. ...-.snet<::ordJcio.<>
10 ".::up 10ITT\iJIicns. The ~lel' was
<aIrnid lI-.-.l thI>se 0MJ.Jkj~ illo ].;0.
boo..- scMlJlIies, an::! \l.OO<ers were lor
brlJen bj I1Iw to be «'eO il co-porille

b::d.s. BU fa III that. r~tial grwp
irgs <II~ lind Irq.JisD: b.:lses 0c

CUlTed even on Ihe .coolie' lines.
~ the lJadtion.ll j:>:>Rs -~

OO!p,.
The ,EUU 9 dp~ U- e-co
g;lfTies ..... IrIen:t,o and~.

wtich iI .-.i; ltw~ n j:Iotl - stnr
Ilnd~ihs......depel"*"'uwas
JOWd::<ti,o e'oOIf'\ rTllI'e pt;nUUd ara-g
the niI!rand <b! kl the~ tIi<j:l
P OJOUliOii d n'Dal rnarriilges Oe. be
~ edoyc, ' t .........m ~ the
~ q.da d w:Jr\"Ien~ d th!
ITlE'I't h N.l&aI. 0 e-fH,d th! rr>IJfriages
rei oed"",,,,-, 1873ald 1886.......
rrDod11Bythe en:! d tI'IO!cmII.Iy. how
euer.~~Iwrldechld
(U Ilid-r<ti,o <Old the.. idogdo , '1/ j:>:>li had
e ,..ged as Ihe iIn:WninaI social Ior
tMOO1obde the l..ri,o.

N<'WTthek>ss. a distinction of 51afUs
~ .-\r 00 be!weol the 'pw;en
gen' an:! tI'IO!~oo \l.OO<ers. the
resi<Le d l'Alich <!Xisls to this day. There
wereu-tial ~51lc , reIigioos. e:L
Cdli<n>I Md ect:lr'kJrl'i;: dfferences 00
l'"-"-'lllhe tv..Q~The .~.

had i1del>!'Q.m lTl<'drlS at 0Cme. had
CCITII! to N..t...I d their """" free wit and
were rro<' ..-:I to~ than the
<lX-ind'.>nlure:l . BE1wem 18 70 and
1885. the tUTb.or d .mp;~ l>,r
~ AN' from one 10 bty n DJ
Wo. ..... the tUTb.or d lhops.~
l>,r the ""~ i'05<l <ri,r fran
elr\m1O~"

Thew 1MIfe. d 01N'. <Ik:>~
...~the~as ~Nooth

h:LYI an:! Sa.dl hiin Iu tt....... &-l ra
""'" <II a et.... Iorm. The &Ii o;;:tit:A ,
betI.r.oaTi the~·p 9'"·<Oldthe
~....:::.iom 1"''''''0000 the"'"ll"
d d::ln3 1IO 'Th5 bio:arno!~
~...tol!he n...-~
to~~ Iran the IT'iIIj::riy
d !he h:U-IS. n .. -..p 10 esceoe
Iheirlidgi._l>,r~ ~'4'

<IS ·Au#:i. H.td ltw "*ire wbtSl> a?

a,1ed lIun .... un. the~ lTl<II,I

....". t....... t-l~ iJIo the ..hie
dasso Iu. fdr from roosidemg ttos. the
whiI.... 5i'MJ tt-om. <tOOw ail. <IS the main
thrrot 10 oM1~ed<mir1d1 ion ; 'We are on
vD::001M rru:holthe i""'OJlilyexismg
in the minds 01 EuropeilJl coknisls
~ thewWe . dlnpop.olliion oIlhe
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0Iltri- pafi .l:utpalt Isrkll~
\IJKh ooe. Noe- does lU:h a INw fake
ao;OIJl! 01 till' ""P"ds 01 Plti - the
em~ 0II<DlTi'r'UW Sl.flPJ'I..rnri
d<oily- tIl<JI Co/IOT01 Io Ihebe in theSouth
Afroy, ((Ill""'. The hIomnd~
bruaIy upoc.td Imm 1Ill'i' IIdIM! 1and.
""I?I'e yet. rJ 0/1 _ ,~ lI:telt,r bo>reft ,
There ""lIS d pati.the~ n!'IX"'loIy
d tt..,;,- aMIn, Wll/'in...tdl tt-..y a:U::I
~" !il'f'tle 01 sof an:! cormu"iIy 
0/1 dllt.",;gWw: tt..,;,- <htiIo~
On

"""'I; Ins bn>n dislated inlO r;:ask l:y
BnfIOh adm,msl rutors and f u1llf>"O'l
sddo,~ and. as lU:h, pojoxled as 0/1

hmrlIy trap. ttl der••-'9 lIS 1ilctms 10
sociiII ..rn OIDpU'nlI ••••diity. • tv..
l:u!n~ 0/15 olIlli-OOilOCliOCY. lII'lli
a.-..y..-d ",....tt..~

_dthe~..rnto<Al...lo:d d
m.n.i!i~"""""'lhaI1ti5.-:.rtlon
......o/I~d o/l " .. ,,~

ing. b.JTildlo-'r 1h.Jl._1TDMledIJ,t t:t...
d:::o"',alO' s \"il'Old IO ~"" the~
\iul d Ihe ob.. .. 00 It _ the ja>tI.

...c-. ils 00.... ,.,. d bail~

..rn~!ddlnty, not t:t...an'ies
d ... rnohaoaploo ..rn the ...... N

•

•

Jaati a nd caste

ITtv..ohm been....:lN ftU\o;..... klO
~ 10 be iJ:Je 10 rel"re 10
other Sndl Afn:-. ...,l1h.Jl1h<y <re
•~ d the AIri>lns es t:t...
hojl c.J!;lE$ among 1twm .- d the low
ColI'IeS. Bt.r Ihettlo:pI d CIQe"" pcpt

"""..-don&oul '"~arles isrkll
1l\aI: d N h:Lre- h::'In....",...., pn:o:I

.....-tkh WtlliI).,P slqJped ribtJy rJ Natal .
WitS~ stralg, The ledTli::" .oe
WdS p.wOw resisf;n;e. the am to ""PO'"
the irpOCe ..rn 'r1YnofiKily d the Tiri5f
~ agailsI~ ..-d in this. the
~ 'JI r:te"ded even~ f....... real
~ <XXUed ... dJioo;.1iw COldfut ...
MellI:~, thehkl~ had
oonfrooIed their e tnllsfeI!, 011 e p;.I-
rtg/ ~, The had~ .'-"TIoIIed

0CI'lflned 10 SI'TldI disp ..... aboo.I SITI<4
modIfico/llir.lm of highly exploildliw
~, It had been pMed 10 " rnooaI
domord, lor " rnooaI <hlre i'lthe \Ikw:::W
!Oy'!MTl. The -rdenlnod rr.oervaky' rJ the
laln.- -....oon ..rnro rn.n Ih.Jl~
on. thenian_rolcnjer0/1 pl Efe.alioll
laln.- ttI.".uily ...,l ceesed, ... ttw
~. 11)11. 1m t:t...AIri<>ln

The i!isue ""lIS 0 .... the ciwloog ....
1<lOl'. AI ~ Itft- -.so.
c.1ITP '" b~~ ill'
IIId<. • '""i<)illO. d hw h:Lre.nl h
..of~btr;U>~_

restmed. .....-I hiI.1r& d inllenllnd
ongin~ ""* 10 0/1 pJ w. d 0
\rn.'JIo'51mm the "'Fd 16."'Ii + III 121
ilh>y dd~ .. i mCli1!Of~ to

h» The hi/Jn cormuwv ' '''4X'' <led
<lIS 00i' The....., -.1<n OJdk j[ed.....-l
,......go""'" Itft- rTU:ulII~ The
'rS(' '9l'"' h.d n:>0!XU' lU 10 dordy
wChh~, The irdmlInd ...
oeped the 'p.Heqm'~ lI-...y
.......nt ... ClIflIIo1l.....-lh ""P"'tft' lI-...y
t:.n..tc 10the '~' kl cWrw'g lht'
'~' . Iho-"~ dwrA'd 0/1

.t-e d It8r -..lh ..rn il'Hed Ih.Jl •
b.. uo;ed 10IUId till' .£u "y irlr...tru:
r.... d edirdknlll. ,~ ... 1Od.n-..rn
other 'nsUlIiortIo~ lor~ lid
~.llw; c.1ITP~ """' 1O

till'~ wm ........ d:6gOO by Itft
fI'igOJn 10 spend IWO--/i'ld--a-t p,... em!
d their~ olfN'IS on~.

There is IItIe<b.tI1h.Jl till' 'b<ugooi!iie',
~ Imm 00Ih \he '~'lIf"d till'
ex~. h.Nened Ihe o:ufu bo>
-. till' hiiin; .....-Iltri v.tut.. II1/$

ters. "ThO'i"~ ........ t-icjll'r.lIf"d
undo>r the~ d Grdli till'
~~ was d/<rto>d, The re
sUIin: r:ditJ:aI fOl1Tl<llicn d «l 'nJw,
class', u.tich oo:uTed~ 1894.
with the foI.rdi'1g cl the NalaI IrdIdn
~...rn 1913,the1Ian:hngd the
seccrdpessoe~ Il"I()Wm('Olt ..rn
the m.:tWw striko> 01 IrdIdn WOfI<.I.rs

cdoo,> loa<; been exdloo by thewdoboo
olbiIilyd the.nblr.'den lo~~ with
fuopean 1TIl'IdJart!;,""

Theemergerllindion <o,,'9"'d5if" hod
10 bI.> rurbod. and lho- J'O'5Iliorl 01 fhe
Indion fixed to lhal 01 ,ho- un$l< lIIed
worl<ers- 1l"is ""lIS the e'Ni' IU' cl ""'"
~. It e<U:l rklI b.. sIwed ....v.
the ccb Nd. either AIno:an. A9«I. 01

thooe Bocks lh.v: the \IKdI~ hI'IpOO to

Ikoc.""'. the CoIor...rl; Wdl 1ti5 rJ
ww. ....tIte NalaI lrIiloo the n
d./Jos <llS o/I dIr!'4.nroo::b-oi Sruh
Afri:a i!i the o::oIoJ .... cr.....n deo?po!f
th.Yl rJ the ca.o> d NaW . .. the fkks
<re len to 00i' ill Ie.lI:\I •, ...-d yet 1ti5 \Oll\t

f1ilIM>JqI' 5Uxli!i~ rJador ...~?
&aN' the \IotiIe IlJes b; PestI9",'
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~i1" jAegi...cwtoBritW'l~

tIon. Aa:I so tbe pgtJbeceroe tI"'i! IaIget
of a~ ....... to ret.ew tI"'i! g.JMt
of rao::i!m Msef. s-ee the 1.YIEr, by~
parisen, was 'l) rno.rl1 rn:nl jAele..lllk,--
11lO'b:lm"""Pi"~(lI;':$pgtl asa~

Ilrld social dYltiIy, as the~ social
lomwial hrftlg penon. ~ Ilrld
c:aTITU'lty k:Jgel!ler . Th! ,i:I:Itl Is the
gr'O.4) w'lI*1 ...tim 1TIIJi, iago>5 are lII'

~ ..-&g '- Ywnd Iu1mIIs
~dOO.. mM peih" Ied.~may
be ......m. ;mt " ..,00"hiJw a ,;,jll
Aarlei ,iD hIM! &liIo:I !'Mad i\l0lI of
;mt Ilrld ba ....' ibe::I that nto aru.'"
The b:lm mn:l Ivaam::.w a m,.d1icaI
nr:tia'l of 1\1oo ex:tH" ' 1I! pans. &.tmn
Ilrld J-iIAial, ......m ....Nch lho:ucn:B of
patisl'RCOIUined.bi. resi5tsat"",!ps
10 place Ihe!o> n II '5011. of ~iE'1..d oy."

Su:to II pb:nJ IIoOiI '- Inle. if an,r.
,eIC ow ICe nII ieuW!I:dely..to1n! P'I'JI*
'-10do rn:nl orn !he S/JfTII! "Ok n
e-der 10 !lbst<lI. or n ...~ ean
orn,rvJ>ere t..n:nrl!. of j:lgris"""""""09
n il....'"'...,!lOCirtybrrg their W!oo.r n
oommon soe ..... '.'...' tnilrioet

Theco,.......1b d a,i:l:lli co d '" ...,
I'R rwJher poIib:;:'lllru ,it .rudo
thoy exi';t lor the ex~.. _ ~ of !he
..... <M'r Ihe oIiH". A pgti may'- b
jAelena! b<dliuo...llXD!fW'm. bJ: •
<besneeco o;t,lJio ' <xD~dloimor

~ - /15 iI n:....n n 80ntI onu
data co,ij..-J 5iln> ee6j"1' ill. em
~.1Mldl rec:m:l1he t;.jleIl: cese. IhP
'Boal ."i,,' .~~ wryi1g
fran Ir.rlnglOll"II.riiJI~a1w-.U.

Ii o:iOO~~ ee lai' jAop:lI1ia ,
d Boi'J., io .. ..........-g Ihe i"o:lo>nue:l,au.
~~ that trod":}.~, b
bouring and mil ita ry wrvio:e ""i'fE'

~ as~'s ~icI1s;

thai ....... n~ CM'f rnJ<Jls ak>ne
thai the Bri'Jlrnns 1'00 a~.Ilrld

even that was cmDenged in a J:Wt at
!>Was ....ten? artMls J.'lirned~
(lrJCY CM'f the Bralnire.'"

.loat; has also t-n~oo as a di
visiwan:J~ loree,Yet the
~ sr.::.w thai~ rest!tad p::wer
IU attoc:ks IJIXll1 them because 01 the
!<city with vAlld1 lheir '"bo lt' COITlJlO"
nents combined 10 offer common
defence. GIl.aye stat"""

sa

'"The U'lrioulI~, In so far as they
ecntrb.tOO thelr ,e>p.dI~ secces 10
wards theco '.'0 ,Medlhevil<lge. """""
wekied tcJgetI'e Ilrld kUeldep!ooJalt b
thep8pClSl! d (lok lfe.~
d Cilf;Io! IWSsrlIa&.ep n:ded jAlo L;po.
that .~od'e~ 1lSf""'b
rilenrl n \hi! ¥Un. fran germg the
better d the i::IBa d a (011 ' 0 ' eM: goo!
In! Iunan s,.n"(!l'Ilhy lor (I)1ei<Hb
In! hadBiI '!l nto~ tt rasle

pIlIlttS'L"'·

Jaatt~ M i'; no! <ri,I
rnJuIII,I~bi also jA1!p/lR'5 b
"...,b"" to~WIh Olhers in a
~ d Rerests. 'J1> Had • been
~.rdCOl'\"ll'Ulill destru::tive .•
Il.O::Ilil '- been~ stll'd 1:0,' ltIo.le
c:legiaied by •.~ Ihe n:len
l\ft'd. u.ho _ 0--.. fn:m a WIY de
~_dhi<lnI"XBy . TheWIY

faa dbr~""H"' ~jL~po.~...
Jaali i'; the web d~ \l.ilhn Il.hch
h:k6le/Jm <If'd1nlir&lJio1 tIW idBcIy.
~ ....-.tl M!.,i:I:I~ jA"oa;y.
'10 hIM! Olhers. ttln-~ d mn.' is
rn<npl\'Ciou>orrn<n~lhIn

1M: d lheoliH".hiin;~WIY
...... tb.- r.....t k)rTl<'Jinain~ <If'd
,.......,aog.u..--. ttl at tb.- 5dra'm..
thI'y kro.o.'thewllE' and tlle ,.. . yb
fa" ioog Iiw9"f 1r<'lleml1eS IIAlEn foca:I
...'ii;h 011 co,. 'o, dJ,rger. So poti cr::n
~ ch."l> rd o.n:leotu 'cli:N.; ceo
~' : in l..ct. il. fariko1l'eS !U:h
o:noti:~ ~~ I;o;d Ihe
t>/I<is lor • in irsanml d fn'OCOlpIJIUl
with po.~~ -... puHcms.

• is nee~ c;se lI..-.r riW.ns Ir-d.3n
~or Afn:>.htiansddriy-the
irH:iloris......,~ u..hdl leeds
onBLd<~

Taward a Black class

WHAn.vER tt...Nrirnns' pem>pli<Ilof
&didn~~"-"'S n 1860.
irrlded I'l • rTU;l I'I.M! t-n the 9.I5pt
dco1 . i1 1lO1:the~. thai they hio.:l
bl,.,., broLght il b.; the ......ile cob1ist to
~ the Ahio::<Ils <Yrl to be used
against them in v.eyspcteps nee irrnne
diat~ ...-derslood. k was in the interest
d the while cd<;ri<;llo fan~ ho&iIity.
lorany roosoIWticYl d interest betceen

the IwJ Ialxu cortirY:JerU u.oJd~
been f<rtoI il a 5ituaIbl~ the IlIl:lo
~ ....rute an:l Bb:l< u.a'I~ .,

the~ d 1:10.~t)y. /n.
die...s <:md Afrlrons """""" .vpll1t111lld
from each ofher, gnd In .vpgrutlon,
projected as OOrJgl'TW' 10eoeh (11M .
They wereat \hi! lIilrTW tml! kep: \l.ilhn
.~. <;k.yu of e.:dl <JthIr, ";> thai:
lhey<:<;UlbeCOl i!i&a 'Itt,.. , iIdodd ltlIli"
-.ge <If'ddlleowf'''''l'S.TteeWllllthe
.- d Afnean •...A"IippIo09 b¥' on !he
I'5tates. and ttw~ d a lrar'!I'
!9 . 09 '\XIdie' 10 the 'MIfr' lwra.:ks
wherehe<:<;Ul be lI'I,"bed andrdo:Ued
as ItE TIIilI!ileJ io"tendIld Ihenl' '""'" tI'IE'
~ib ' lI!Iil.d ...hian~owr

Ahan~a-dIhe .-dAfnean
rdce 10~ hUl rrio-'s; a-d
nnWog tInu.jl • aI.~ n1Wl

Iormi '""'"the.- 01~caht
1aled 10 pre.mI Nd> IWh ... aM>N'
il"'9E' d Ihe ochl'r. Su:fl~
_ 'n' Iabn:..JIOO. in 1tII! In: i1!lance. lor
me pe.lICe d mn:l d the~ !hem
~ 10 reIo.w tho.m d Onll.ln~
b the turn-; they doy.dOO. lh>
~iotlwasliibil.lothera:e- .....
ddrd~~lor ·~·.l...
uu;e thI'y h.1l dillnJly in~ 01.1
Ihe w..". 'JAI'mS.- il. Il.O::Ilil -cri,P cr::n
0'J'il.ral:e It....- !til "**:h at~ is
dtilNd."'" Ewn 011 ~.....toIlP

rllcW. ....ntn:j ..wrIy~~.~

~ .....n me ~.....tJo had 10
cmleo:l ...'IItO ~rM'lerate 5hI1<.en'. wilh 011

~~ wet> 011 hioj> diqa? d
•WpdIy. ikcracy. ,,~y 10 Ill"

rl1ICU'S and~ i:JI 0<0 ICe -

Up 10 the So."C(lB] W<.dl W... h ......
IoIowcd \hi!~ orierIalion~
Imed D,r G.1rd"i. ...ndl WiIS that till.'
50lIh Afn:<,n gcM'fT"flll'f1l 1I1ro.r,#l b
"bidaoy. N<U had a lrwty~
....'It> the~ of hiollo aco:nI
Win; lUI and eq.aI di/!erllhip Ii!1b in
the 0CUlIry. and shU:! be Ct ot'roo into
cb-Q 50 ItYa4> the IT"O<II~..... 01
paoo;ive resNin;e. n-.~. the
i!we ofdisain-W-lalioo~ tlle hli..ls
wassep..-dled fn:m that 01 the ether I'M:>
Beck~ .rd iMe was a greaI m
IWlce on hia am on ~t.ltiws 01
the I'M:> gowrrmerts gl'IIing 1oJ<'dll'f
am lOItTog things out, There was, hCJw.

. .·Illsionment with theWE". prog-essI'JI! SI

rUe 01 the Irdivl Agert GeneTaI , ....no
r~ed hila In SoothAhb. and a
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n.... IUs bo.4't !he 1\1oO Co iQi 10
a 'iIwp ,.....l;sa!!m Ihat manershad heel
left 10 lWl an~ auw Itt m
1ln;I. AM I _ Wilh the ba1h ;nj

1lrge!J. p.15SM? resi5Une~ !hal:
lh<' • ICeS Ilotoich~ had heel
Iorged~ ee A&ican arxl .....
CU 0) (Sot'S ted< a I« more~

nlOnlell\m. ~Jan.."y 1952.Dr Moro
ka ;njWlbr SiUJ~ lOi:ag.rale
ill ampIio;J1 lot the repe4 01 sPI .....;.tsl
~ - lh<' Pm!.~ the Sto::k I..rnt4
lion Acts. !heB.flu Ao..tI an.. Act. the
~ ArrMt5 Ad. the Vcf"," Repre
senli.m!e Ad ;nj !he 5lw .on 01
Cotmuli!nlAd.~J.n, 1952, thePort
ElrabethDeliilrla' 0Il.Jr+.S J...aw:; Cam
pa9l beg<on, i'l whkfl 52 P"'lPe 'M'TI.'

CIrT\':Sled. <VTUIQ Il-..m N<+on Mara-la.
S<:n....th"-"'l y<W5J..i:..., (M.ych 1955)the

Irxlwls, Arrroe!; of mm. fOl'fTll'd .., the
1aOOJ~ ....... alb.wdlolo?.:lw
thl'ir ...00.. MId 10 ll"ldR:h~
ltm::ujI D.mn~.rdh;mg.
..... the r<*o' dd lnl. Ie) hnJer them.
WM; Ih.n!. pI.'T'haps a o::lII lOCtit:1, be
ll.Wrn Ihe pob i'w:tMIy.nl one~
tiJn's Ieaoto->I Jd'c _II BIII? Sai::l
5I'mIor FlEIU 9Ji t~. I v.o:d:.l
Iioo> 1O 'iOM! IIwhi.rI ... ,*""" by.to1-
inJ bm, b.I: a IJWI o:an::c I10j .........
qX>n 10 • dvJrge cl nuder Had
he. an:! Ollwn h twn. Io1Nln~
of the11M ahernool. sallIe.ln:l f1nm I
no a c:c:rAqalion'

TheCail , - · ,of~...beq~
eswtl5l0id. IAQi boy-ooed boo the <lC'

cndIedAln:2nllRi hiln~

- lhe hiIan lIl1d Africaol Co 9 :!:!

- lepUl lIEd~ by a CUl ll a ,

CUIld. It1e tr.Kle \ricns an:! Ito>
cu,ibi lEd N.liliw I cr.yjcn~

&wd- they reo*.ed il""OJdbe rad5l
i'l orienIalion. Not~. Ito>
~ did rd CUlIirm the or
".",Nl r>iIture 01 the W*nce - b.t ~
dd '00003' IN- !he relalicns betwem
the l\l.<)~ Iw:I bem. confuI be-

rn the <:uIb.Jr;t . Th1Il <.XXt5a&ty (Xrlti

D.B,lasthehlianan:!AhY:ancu '9' "'5

re"ffirTTll'Cl . In joint stat<'ml!l'ltS, that
'1ho!Rl \\OS no ma.mlelll afOCJl d Afri
ClIl""fi agaR;! hi.r6. 1M: Africa'lS as a
....tJole _ 00 hade agai!i't hionIas
a ...mle-: th.1Ilhefe _ Africans ...no
Iw:I i'l lad .~ !her M-s fa .,.....~

AI. !he 5oYa' Ime.~ an:I hi<ns
_ krog~ i'l1TD.ed loeigIttn.·
~;nj thE' an.i< caTil' not from the
hii.Yls' AfTbn, oeigI oInrsfowho, m-l.
as np.;t mcon.k .nc..r. lIrtempled to
~ed: !he hliansl.b.J trlI>irly from the
<hi<~~ rTe'l, I Ip M lEd i'l
CQ'1'1P:>Jdsal themdoimchday's wOO<
and J-.::u;OO Dne eight rrdes~ frcm
the Tlean'5I BIadr.~. tt:ey
had ~~ no n:iaI C>:JlU:I '.Mth the

theseg~ cI the hlians fOl" aIrnost
half a cenliJy. As-t,r as 1896. ",*,~es

Iw:I !#'1I "" e,:I Iogether tI1I?ir ·ZW· co
meslD arxl~ an:I rTIolR:hoId
~ v thedxl<a v Tllp"l the......., .....
~ ilmOO':l...tun ...... Gnh.1he
cal"""" Iw:I bem p.SW 1o" .......,
pwk~ the 1948 W:fur...............
manyQI~.-d eI<!IEh", ani--fl.
<kI tndes v gel r.o priam.rt Jhl:
/ndion _ P'O~ es~ a:t4ES'Xd
in p:lJllJgr opinion <rd il _ -V ro
"n'-ls A~ jruSl7aMns - aI..my
at fbh point """ lO In"""b/r Wm
rond"Vns..urntv.Ngh",...,.<rdlow
""'!l"" - 011 lO u...n. AM tt...n. i'l
Jaruory 1949. AIricans fa'11ed <U: a
......~ againoI: hionI on the
_ oID..twl.

The ...tMs had~ a I.ti:u~

I8!JIblhe~rifMn:JN.

The i ' • " hid a:ml' ro:n! 100 !iOOIl.

In 1946. the AntI-Asidlil; lA-o::I />d was
pa'IBi. "-'9"~ h1WIs 'rto !toett05
The Nalk:niJl<t Bb:~ t:diOCaI
J&rl..r,;hip of lhe hUJ CaIQles6 In:!
\ao.n:ho.od lhe ItIi'd 1T'Iil'iIIiw JlilS6M' resist
anc:e~ againll1he UM::I PMy
goo.<1 l i '''' ~_ 1he li'Ting _ in<>maficn

.. opporIlalP. .n:I the C2II'11pdig;l ex
pIOOed rac:IIII~ in Scuto
Afn:a r.o a...::rid pd:tin, For alit...
otleo oJh .nI ....woolid.uoe I~
dmd hiIn reaM:! N II'n ods
Iormalion·. to be N,.o e!Iecb.e. had 10

ind.de lhe ad wr Black oppressed....,.

It ill .-of .-W~ -'tkII1nftI:Ib ,.
dIcIilI •S M 11IM 0'A/roh fun dlllluttv
die ...... ill .,.., dcMRlnadDrs, "'*It
,..,. _ Bf8eIrJq SS&ltDdon.

'To Briar. _ ,...,.. mliIIlOe cuw of an
OPP ....... peoplr (hg you 10 you
000m. To Ria - sp.lJe iii yo.J'

~. ycudtkJ0"i'T6.nlycu
Ran:! 141* cu ",,",e u:s. 10 OlIo , QlJCJre-=- _

seMs - plrge yo.r.d of Ii!'JeIY W
of the51 "**""ythat~yw aloof
fran theMliwAfn:lIfl - tlm Mliw.
n thisCOlNryyou are noctwlg more
an:! IlOlhrJg Ies5 1IW1 the ~_
Thdler tIw1lies of bocd are thetes
of si<Ive!y - roe COlTTTlOr1~.

one cm-rnor1 1yraf1 , roe COO'ITlOO he!

of I\ft".....".,.~ that the ""'" 01 you
0;1-..1 """9l' oJnd gIw 00lIl0! 10 the op

~"'0Ill!."

~ ...... cu~& tlW ok1I '9 iJkn;j
lha!~ i'l dw h.Hl (I)I'l'n'ariy. Stu
dmI ;nj....m...r lair.~ Iw:I e:1...ged
- !he Non-f.u'ope.ln lkiIed FrcR arxl
!heC:rmu'i51: Pa1ybiogan II"O'IkrIQ lid
elII i r.:ioiu .. is'*> , <did.... piiliaJI ltWIk
isY;l.n.... -ak!md~ i'lIbb.rl.
...tee td ttw hi.m IlC4l' Ptim is CU'S

...... 1ll111ed, .......M::I i'ltherapidm::o.ernerl
d Afmns is'*> the ..t:ws _ ;nj i'l
the/lb;e:"dIlas1g Olp.i*~

IIni \b>y biogan M9 Wih hMls. as
_ 01 !ibienarIs. b.J efleajo et..r as
'e.J iun. Thm! _ IefliicrIs" b.J
ab:Jw • lhefe _ ~ lJ'lder.
5lo'nkIg arxlrelatia.. lip>. Mas! i11XJM:'
<Y'iI d • AfliclIs-&. debIom!d from trade
IIlicn Bj-ts. _ bei1g a....., no .,.
oi.Yl tr.Kle II'D1s ;nj g.'Ii1isY;l from l;ah

!her experierD? m the 1I.C01SS d !her
negOO3lions \IJlth theempb;ers.~01
the new trade IIlicn arg.ri5er; Uo\'I"e

dmwn from the~ Non-Euro
pearl United Frort an:I the Nalion<llilo1
Bloc >Mthln the hlffi Co '91"","-

~""'~ th<d the Indians dd
m in l<td h.we edfff!lWll (>l';e IranoIhI.'r
opprual ·~leS· . Fa~.

whI.'n i'l 1932 lhe NaIaI hDl Co '91 _
r~IOb.ntl "Uther~ resisl

anc::o>~ IndlatV_.oneofthe
then rwo IrdM~. com
,.... 1IaI in..odIonaI: ""' .............01 JB5I'iW
~ P""W-S ai:Unce in the
~ofa..-ed lherNkcl luTliWl
kM'. oI lunan dInny . .. The Pmws.,
lhe MaL1r5 ani !he wc:kwkL l:oclI
bou t lels are b,r ' J) IllI!I/lI'5 1\11"\ ~ , oed
lWh a 9..flI'RIbnD'a d lhesoe rom
IIuiIiet.. h:lNd. I JlfOPCI"'!d Afrofi
cDl s:tiw....
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Conclusion

THE~ cI i'dnnd Wn.- besed
the tulOa , 'Y 01 NacaI CI'l ..a....ev <In:l
dep adfArl.....".. rates. Thuff«t cI
this~ to tI* diloi and N..ti'I em
trues to haw the~ BIaclI.....".."*

the IWp.bic. Mar.~ the
¥MIl N:I the IBlis lor £<Xi a 'it a::m
petitiCIl....,.., !hi! w..u nrila between
i'derIlnld h:Lr& ..-d 1fee" Aln3l
....nen. the potentia/ I.lJrlkt I:.-rog ago
grawled by cUtonI differl'rCeS, fro
ployen, anxious to coont....ect the

1el9"' U! cI IaIxu- dr:IIoity between
!hl:Iwo IaIxu-cu Ii 0JI'i*" e>cplo "'l !hl!
~Utt....tI-rcujl~<Jn:l

o;a:tu ,cl lIl'MIv~cIea:h
lo the 0Itler . tn.Iy pn:o.ob-iQ tt..
19<19 r'ds. J>n:,g.........~.

Cf1 theCJlh<.r hand Jientiliod A/ro-h
danrowrests.<Jn:l from!hl:...-d cl the
Soc:ord WorI:I W..... lhe-.e began to
be exp 'ad n CU,",a , n1HmI
Inf p:ha II<.1icn, b,.nJ the ba.;,.

1or(U'"'a.~. tbne
L:nl&'ld!<Mnshp~ an:!
the~ '''PI ' .. 0I 11l1 BIdd<
~. "adirect~ to

thar "o:Iaso;"~

The Drod.I:lial cI rdentu-..t kIh::u n
1860. <In:l tt.. pMU. cl lhe Iwo Wxu
CU olii ge'ib i!glinsl eoch olho!r.~
eated the hl 01 CCflfkt~ Blado.
Ialxu-<YJd....tlit" capil/ll. Marxist theoosls
haw lo<::Nd lor ..-d Icud u..hfe ...m...rs
an:llirllxu!'l"'A* &'Id t>a..e. CI'l !hl!
b.H>cI 'hs.. ca ...., . , • iachosl<llhl>t
than a Ia:e corAa n 50lah MiLa. rn
5olahAfrb. o:Iaso;lrd...,;;eholw becu,..
ex<tctly ~ .... i"qvo:l~ each 0Itler .
'!OthItrace isdH> in thll _ ttw <lCCe:'IS

to Ie5<UOeS 0; ma.,.. dolle",. oed by r<n1

• is JlIl"CW-+.r~ the Ine 01 07A:t
isbetv.eenIwo_thar«l,OapoctDJo.
cI~~ scUm 'Ailtin the
~~cI""""p:::iIyo.*mate
hj sh.Yi1g resolI'CeS~ W11h the
di"'nlranc hised ot unde r·franchised
~ is MilL>. lhs is the~e 01
the BI.ld<~ p;l!Cion ....tio:h
"""5 race. ru loclc:nWwe.1:u 10"""
the o;o.nry In:m race, • ..... by the
sheer _ cI the ,""", w a:l...,;;e. ..go
a brIQ.......,~ br<IbriQ the CCUlIl'y

from the dorniroalXxl 01 ~es by a

""

~ ...nfe dc:oriniotioo.. as rt-o.y '"
inonled 10 do. The~ tIu;

9M'S k-ge lat1lude 10 o1i'lli-ap.,wthrid
rtdtIiL wftWl trb1I~ 10 fiNe
thlimo ....y..-d IO~ the Bkk
m-es. n... ban*'g cI~ ill
Black Con<cio.siess~ in
19771eh !he "lI"hJIists" WI~ c::om
~ conll'Ol b.J: ,herr is 1m ...."... 10
Bled , Consdousr>oo:a lhan audiW 00"

IhU02ionJ - Iherr isrhr~~
~pelOoeln 0 / unjl. ai:M.. in G ..aoI
climore which Ins boicomto highJv_
tl..... to freedom

The II~ p;>Iilio::.oI~ Cf1 the
9<Jl""1"8 ~ is at lo!all lV.o;rj:ia '9"d fran
the lkWd Dei ,......... r....-. .n:I the
Narn1III Faun. The so. S1JW the erTlI'r

9l'"'X' 01 a w t5i0Fra/;ty strftl!llhenOO
N"caI hfidn~..-d the~·
!I'-'flCl1 01 the Tran9Jadllrdidn~
v.tich haw~W'",U, GIl1§<' u.ith a
I.lige l'U'I'bIr cI O:hn'd .n:I Aln3l
~ reIgiaa<Jn:lWn.-agri
idlirIs.~ the <nbda 01 the lk1ml
Dei....... . FIttL ....... the Narn1III
Faun 0; a~ cI B.rl Cool
'lCio.HIes5~ .

operates as a l'e<JCtIorwy trb.ll Iaa-.
000 ... . 'y wr\Itilg "**' <btnbon.,
~

Bl.c itIk> ol lI'is IIpp<aS to d<>tor tt..
1ber.S" 0!Sl<t>\sI. ''''' b. brJlh local lrd
~ fran ..doil iQ tI-...i" hopes-bcth ill the KWlI ZW kwlo.-r. He <::ttftJ.e to

a. be ..-. as a bsion cI ~teno.d capi-
tabn t1 the fao:;e cI~ Illdicalso 'L •
lh..I «l,O "".

,
iQ lWi;t gio.ul to l:id<

~~ sha..tI <Dnl' In:m
NalaI~ Ku.o a... • 9""'9"P'iir.:d;
Iocalod. nodtXidei f . • isa reflectD-. cI

• Alro-JrxlWl!¥lgle tl'oJthas~

.- Nat.IIIan:!~ea:h ro5perl'iilbletothe
0Itler.~. f is~ ltICJl: eli

riIfII~ can (l(I"friue 10 Bkk.. ~. hoycancriy spu ..... lI'b1hn...... """ o:Iaso;~ an:! P

QlXlTE

• • .(T)Iw Sled" c , , • •.........
_ ........ to • .. 7.... -.'1...- ...111- ....

To<.U,.t. theIJ.~ oI ..m~edo::rnmlloo

'" the 00' '''3 r::Is ..-d !he~ arms.
&'Idhoy '"..es ''''' ' e-ed to
iIiIgi, ,,,, f Bkk 'iOkJany. hoy 2ft con
OI!Illlalio... cI i lep 'wBkk fnHra.
lions which musl Wnl the do,tu:s.
~. the "'-'Uaity .m~ 01
aparth.>r;Ilies oot <;0 nu:h In the S<uh
AIric..n p:iao. b.J: t1 the bLrl !Po"-'"l"
1I"81l~...no "grM.!m" tt.. BI.rl
J'>l!qWan:! ...no'" pn::Jjeaed tITa.ojl".,
~~cI!l'M" " ' ""f~
led ITlIdi> as~ clltO" 1"-'0"
pi.$. Taw the Ku.,a ZW~. ..00
Clp'-'rates rot ori,r thrcugh the KWlI ZW
l"'#OOw~ III thn::ujl a~
on;! Irorf.!hl:~b-d~ an:l
has. In" " I ..,. tned to dl-..dop a
lIWd. the Rae!. AIaru. cI Afrcns<Jn:l
hI.nI..-d GXueds. n... ne.olU. is
togr.oe hrna <:r9il:ihy l:Jiv<nlltlCJl: 01 the
~ m ]D5l.'d 00rnelar-.:I <dnn
isl,atiool nkalha.~.~

SolahAfrUnea-q.,..cI Trade lkUJs
CllfT'II!' WWo... u!. \I.I:h /IfOI..rld 20
"""00... n.t.,y, baa... (rI(' cI
ltlClr,Jdk. \I.I:hpn: hian iWrlAfrUn
~. The N.6:o ....~
rnenI ' <!SpJi dtd~ to the Ca 9
AI'w1ce .m by 1960 had bJn>OO
the p:ilicllllrd trade tri:Jn w 9 w

rn !he "1os. IklI Con.o::iousness ....tio:h
P'"~ "'ed tw ea-q.,.. n brnaI q:p..
smoo poI:oc:so.DdP the~ol...,
heid~ as the II1Ol!I~
~ lo....nteOOmnmon <n:l bed
~icMll died Cf1 COll'dr:kding a BL.d<
o:Iaso;~ l..IIiN the Cooq
~ uhd\ lwj ""OIi<od II.....q.
"~"~~

Bkk~~- tt.. 5olah

Afric"" Scud<mls Organisalion
(SASO). the RI.JCk PoopIe·sCar,m.
lXxl (8K'). the Bl.lck AIied WOI'ker.;
l..Irm lBA\N\JI. the BIod< Coon·
Il'UlIy F\o:qa ...... (BCP) - """"
cu'''Id,P~A~ ........
ton of ott-..r~ bo::deI.
yo.Ml. WOIl'lI'rl. cultU'lII. duch.
thedtre. ('Ie,. ill......ho:l lWld stY&ld
Black soIidu ity Ihroughout the
lXUtry. 7Jt.. mas:sit.ot nMnn $fnk.". of
I~ ' 701;' _ "'f'O'lfd m A/riro<I
Sfnkn,. in Jaa. t~ inwIm:I Q high
~ 01~ pnrtiClpahon.. ,../l«ting
Q Bloc/< rot"'" 1m" an Afrmn ron.........
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Thirty years of silent murder
the Asbestos tragedy

•••

by DR GOMOLEMO MOKAE

A. !omlor~ olficial at <'II
l"'lSoulh African asbestos mine
made the following remark " bout
Blat:k miners : "They lire like plastic
syri1lQ<'s. You use them and when
they ere &fnit9','d you throw them
b<ock to ltw ~lands_ ·

The 5luh AfrUn "**"9~ cer
tari,.o hal.00 "-"Q/IId b fh:lI We. Q.a?
~d the &:kklicu~

01 <J • • ""fD'lft (Xl (rol'" t-kh if:

deibo.-r~ ~ co.rolles!. Black
~...,j thIir~ - nwn.
\loUflI'Il and d"li:II '" I - 10 !tis 9XlIIocI
•m.'Jgic 1TW>er.lI".

Internahonally. confirmed employer
~.b:utthe<kgeBoi~

detes1:w.X to the late lBOOs.

., 1949. Dr G W H Sd_I'*'s. iWl

Arrerieirrl~~ a:n;i-
liorr;inScuhAfr..~.isartew-~He
1liIUe..~ WI the anlIIIs of!he New
York Academy of SUau, 1 b.rd
\IOlI""3 d01llkii"" 11""'"""9 d<Mn IUIya,. .:~ 45l:eolos.•

"X-,.;. n'W1IIOO -.era! 10 hIM? asbe
scss \IMh~ \'laUe of the
rJ#i sde d the hwrt} before the~ of.....:
"Why Dr SiJis-Cremer «'l prominent
5rJihAfr'c&, medir:aI~<:Id 001:

';CO! them tm~ lalo>r is fairly Mil>nI.
There _ ~na «led lhernd
a/io,e.•

..., the \I!lIey~ the mI _ 1crlJfe"!
~ lUl: roIOO II'wnql .. the
" ... ,Ii '9 mill , 00l the Iocd in !he bcaI
hole! lola gnty ....-h dull,· (lieaIth
~ _ igIoo:l t:y pr''4~ in
.~ 1l6h- : Thr $lor' 23 ALg.H
19841

Murder

We can theMcw 5Olf~ S!*,I thai the
in:htry Icnew of the~of asbeslos

.,

<bl 5n.l/' ill. least the IaIi! ft/tie<;, lJ.I:
despite this. chose to ~boJdirlClle

lAI(If\wr"s........ 10CilP'...... "klMk", To
iI: ~oizig proIil ls men! i llpur"d
than~'s~ - "'5pOCi..; f tt.
people hIIppen 10 be BL'Jdl.

.,,, ...esidaiWIllliYel& II) the N.D:n1I
AJ"O.Nbe!Ios Caiaa...., CZIIed tv the
BlAQ( All.ID MINING AND (X)fII.
STRUCTION WORKERS' UNION
(BAMC'VAJland hoi:! 00 29 Mdy. lJU'le
1985. LeIsdtsi MosaIa !Ul'IfT'O!d up the
~ 'We triew thai more thin
thi1y~ rao.age d ~REl.JIa:I

~WIDil tes no! bo>m g;.o..n.lt-...
~~~~~i"Iaihori1y .

We life COIlOIilced tho;; It-... o::n-~
lion of Bd<~ fn:nl on'!ptlirnlI
+ ?! is adeIl::edie ad i"I b ......... ee
""., .....~ opp .. and Iurw1 de
~ofBl1d.~ . The9,lSlEmof
exploitation and oppression in this
coPJy <b5 r"d. QlW aOO.I It-... o:rd
til;n...m...tlidl BL.d< ....or1<a'ssl.Y.e fa
its1T'ktin1en<n:e:

In residt>rWI areas near a9Jestos mines
u:h as Mmalele.~. Penge
and J(,o",dub:Jo.:l .w-os .bnps

_left trICXlWl'eIi ., scmecases. Blid
dtim~ Ii¥d......... lhe em.
~ "'il eal hun It-... dmps. The
coa"!<.P'l of !he9'M"I " ' e ~ ard lhe If'in.
IJ1g lTla!J"WII"S (Idi ml be b:AI e e:I 10

o.:uI'I' the~~

Card,.n [M I ll desuibes the redo
1Wtoen the ....m bbNs the Ii..oe Wsl
~~ lhro.r,;1 It-...~
~ oIl1W> hJy~~ ("'l'J on
the roods ard is gro.n:llo a liner IDre
pow:ler~ bare feel or c.v tyres- makng
H mon! 1elhaI: rSo\ o:;JIiI faa> a5beslos
'lCa'KIaI~ 500 000 peorAe", The
Sl_ 15 Alq..l;l 1984)

Some~igua~ofthe~oI

....d· b..d9:ho::e ard hou5esat of

.. ....nul LUaile;llrorn the c1n1p'>
WrcM The Star on 25 Aup;l 1984

"'The~1tM.nitip ~ ""'''Ie) is
0<pI'llel ocroga~1J::an.1OChbi!tJI
Ii..oe hou5es lTuh......"i'9 ttnu;tu..c
the~, Aneward~kXdl

lies WI the J.t.stem:J of the tccses with
escesos 1Dre. Ie<Mrg II IlITlCdh fi"Iish
IlAllch can be painted ~ the homeco.I.iner
so wishes,"

FRANK T~ \IOt.lJMI: 3



The~ oWou;ly del not Ww
thisina!H'b.lS Ilghl,TheoW *p,1ook
10 cub !his W!IIo 10 '6!uo1 "" order prdli
bblg the~ 01 brriIs by ,he ..I·
/ogerI from ......... -lncCe I'0Io' the real
~ the ITIne~ are not 8.J5.
lilted agai1sl: ~.

in "" moot;,.~ 91 , ..... thecv...,..",, ~ M.q Eilljii ..... ·s offn.
sed N • ....u:l not~ thew
bml"'~~ThrSforn""
......... erUled~dDealh'0020
~ 1984, "We ....u:l lt-ri; rd!
. .. n.. NpIes bm, ...~ ITk'nId
....tan ....... from~ _ \.1 elf
bera_ theyaaedo.l 01 ig u a..., .The
ones IJndd not ad in igua u' _
thel1"irel. ThooyknEw !herisks . ,. Seei-.g
!he G£ lnJ.4Jl ~ the q.JeSlD'l 01
JlI'O!""Ob1g lLi I oh4r. IlkIaI: .nu the
1TWlI!s7 'MIy hoM> they not been paY
ecUed? . :

in tmns d the AlITlC6j1l1'rlc Pol.ti7n
~ Act d 1965.romne 0Mler

may IeIM! at lranlIer tw; minl> oMlh:;u
l!I"lSIJh;l tI-..r • and the tUnps do not
pes! ilIl tnIirorma1l<t1 tw.3rd, There is
ample ewlffice tlW !hi; Ms not been
dane and 1h<It the ITIne~ Mve
newt' been ~e:l , r~

bLescan C&ry loOJ lNRJII:' The Star: 23
Alq.t§l 1984),

'---"i~ ftrQ this roeo:ho..., .....
ri<Ul9' "A q.etiatl ClIfl be aWd wh,o
IeIM! kQ, to be 0!l<pIIie:l to thew kiIer
~ I;u d auw the __ aa-Vy
toootMaA~ aI.' isBlerlc IQ.. and
i bdl ttnrd IT'lelI1oct don' ...m.. if
p::b~ don'llIoOIi<. ..- the lnP
Ia;lo:j rrWlhod d l1'UdoIor• ....nm .... not

FMIol~ard the II>t;llhd the
~ CO'l'I'1U'iIy,-

Cover -up

The...t'ile !P""'"'..... ard the~
nloIov hoM>~ triEd 10 lIIiw·
ph,,1Ill' -":AJsnesdasJ:...., " exp?!l Il!.

in~ 1%9.Cnlde W.-a. 1hm
MnsIerd 1-ie<lIth,1okl!hep.tic ItIaI the
-SOGlIe:l~ I'fk.ets" d .Nleslos
00 the tun..n b:O,r IWI1! gr....o,r ex<tg

gerated, 000;e:!00~~

(F~ and raIoilaled to
cecse ser:r;,atial .

b1 1977. the t/-en MIr6er 01 Mines.
F<rie Bexha. '-""I Q.doo/LS~ : '1he
re!llks d the stricIer , rnJre " ....Jen, and

FRANK TALK \lOUIME 3

effective OOst<-ontroi
~""'......,
lo:Jgblaiswt beInne
a pperent In ten Of

ITIlln'!~ linle," He
predicted that Sol.dl
Africa....u:l_ao:n
.alJe~ in the
c.Jlli!S d blg~
~ to asbertoo 1l'II'......
There has ........ l;r;>m a
aM!r'\.P opnMiol , In
thelcnndq:pl'S-"
ial d mds d au:::iaI
cellI... "?,? d eU-

rn~ atw-
!ita> ""IX"" "" 10 lng
c.ro:er. [MW, d thii
co.a-q) _ g;wn in

theroowd~

sciPI a jt:un.lI New
&ienris/ in iIs 22April
1982 i!I9.Je:

.\1 ...... 1978 SoWl
Afr ica 's mining com pa nie s were
pre:serml!M1ll~ 0/ a pnjkm,
Dr l£srle 1rwt:J, a r-mer at the Na
tional Re:se.Jrdl1r-..tilute d~
Dise-.s (sh::e re-rI/ltTle::I the NdoonaI
Ce'tn' f(Fo-,,~HeaIthj.,v- iV-l

that 00 a b th::u' illg'" 10 NewYOfk
he....u:l t-.t not cne. 1;uI\w~ to
a ........ d .. 001 ...... ...,. 00 the rortmI d
~t-.ds. Qjp i6ed b,o the
New Yail~ d Sc:iei...."."

Dr .'...."j"s In: plpl'T', the New SOen'ioI
~ W!IIo 00 the.....oo..nin 5ol.dl
Africa's ~.-.:l ~.,.tw, .. "*'es
face d ~"J the <MJitdlIig blg
~.~ New Sdmtisl at
I$e:l lh.rt !heprlJpi!f reache:l "the~

~ o:n:bion 1tIaI...teI it
CUTliI$ 10 caart,J <lIt..SI<&i. the risks
from tbo and lro.m .,.bec!os .- ITIlln'!

a- 1e5ir; the SdI'lll!.

'The aher prIJpi!f k",;g plcp-.i 10 read
was rnJre d a hoi: potato. CaIed Moo-.
taity from i\IOO;Ioo REWed DR-e In
s.:..h NrUJ;. thii prIJpi!f rra Itiu ..-.:l the
.....:m an::er .n:l on the blSiid C<lrriJ
~ 0/ ao ";!aHe m.a. coodrled thai:
P"C'I*' iWlg inasbesfos.~ area5

(lu not ,e ' riy Il.'Orblg in the asl::e
stos irdmyl died lTlOnI o/te-n tIw1 U'IJ1lI
/rom caro>r," ,.,;J the New &tentist .

This rt>poJted !ICience ;::una! tbenwent on

10 reuI'<lI the CXllTIMlnoI! d the lJep.:lrt.
mml d t-Iedkh, the 1TlirIh;Ilil:l.Wy. the
Sruth A!rQn~ ReseM:h Co.ndI
lMRO and the~~ fa- Oc
n f""ficnal J--Mh in the !liRAessiu' 01
Dr &....!g', peoers.

t--Jow..o.e-, the aboo.o> ii not "" isoI<IIe:l
. ........ ... The.khlrnestug d<o';, The
Sfor also~ a ...... I;u ITIlln'!

,..,... aM!rq): v..t.en !toe fr,;a dnId
rb~ <lit cbI ;nj the fatal
lng Ci'InOI!r. rr lla. ""l!n! eIab-
Wulas lorJ;j ligO as 1958. iI is aIeged
Itw the asbo>osIoI nblry 5lIW"d in to
spo:o .... rrodc.iIIle_d , - ;nj Itw the
NQ>9>dlhe~_heklOOd<IraTl

the p.tic lor at Ie.lI5f ltiw~"Oro
Iyn Dempster: "Asbesl:os Hazards
' c.c...e.1!d ~. dlimsSuyou-.": TheSw:
31Odober 19831

~ -a .khlrnestug 9J9'l<n In
\died n nll!:'Vll.... ,oa m d , at the
linle" - ...na.e name COlt! not be ph
i5he:l lorpod ' · oaI lW1501lS- The&oT
Iao..wde:lthe IW150IlS b the asbestos
iI'lbby's~ in Il'leIIcaI reo
sean:h and t-d.*Ig 00d< the report l a
at IeaIa three~"

These o.wre. anong~

(a~ to "buy" time to improve asbestos
dust controls on the mines and
avoid a major seanddl.
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lbl 10 keep the pOOle id large In the
d.m all to the '-tisd exposure
10~ d..I5l , and ........

kl "'h..ndreds d South Africans with
~...ooCXlUklnot pr0

vide proof of any direct contact
with the asbestos mining industry
~~ to claim compensa
tton. Mesothelioma W ll$ only
added 10 tfw ochecUed nbtnaI
d M, of tfw W",kmen's Com
pensatton Act In 1979.-

The~ «kpI'd the"",..U ,Sfr
I«n of the Threstd:l l.inlt VILe m.vr
M /I'l~ d SiIfety. 1lI5 ¥tern was
~ de:cbd ty .lllrnis Keo:tt "1 \0..1
poilon \olU1xs a IItIlir bI ad!. dtlo"o 1 Ii
~ ITUIW; '\olU1xs poiscnI \0..1 a
..adl. dtlo"ol is caIod 11.V'.

• IT'i/IY be a±Ied !hilt • • cu'" 'D lJ*a
f<Jr ARDslo be~MUetu
Iori5 (lBl 1n &:un AItb.

ElAMCVN h¥ i. da en ted ef-
bot to WI tI'*t~ M 6 The
lh::rl h.n::hld 115 AntI!' I c.n-
~ on 13 CkiXJeJ 1984.

ABO.

There .....bmi d ......... fins. of
\Iot*:fI IN fnIIn ~ -=~
~ O' ·u.... ti-t.-.l~
~~ ofcbt ftan 1IItt
three~ !\oPeS of fbes iI .........-w..,j
IIoIIh a<i ....... a d'lmric dtsea<o! d the
U1g IIotidl~ ...... to 9"*' Il!$"

~oWiIIy.~isa&.-e

ofom~« fJiii&<" '.......... 0:
.....<ri;.

There is ah:> aauaI~ than alI.I/II
lelatb l!Hp bo!tI.wm~ 10 eee
!1105 d.lSl: lind l\l.o fams d lrQ Cllfn'f.

Theylin! n-..tIoeioo,"" a llIIal atnoer of
tfw CIA« hog d ItlI' U1g .-.l bn.n
d'Koy:o ic:" diu' ... aatnoer d ItlI' Lng
~ laad" IIotidl /I'l ad-
.-ndsragrd Thei ....
d n--'...... ' i11 i'l m:>n! erMa i'''' ItaI
than om••' i lllil: I an be CUibadOO
IIUl'I1l1it«a QIy d CCI1Iad IMIh ad .. 6

A!besIol <hi elqXJUe Q1Il l'!lII.- be
«Ma i' ." ItaI «irIi.mI!II. lho lIW8"&

N 1 is I'I:lII criJ Iol.OI'IoI!n InIN"'_ 6

r.isly1Oh:> slinIltlI' Tlok d~
ItlI' IIOO.e II'reiI ARDl, b.I ., peope
~ nearthese hiHnas.

..

h~ «oJ: ,. Ncod." " Cepe's
"Icier boq". ooed,. a'gI'iIIl !JO.4l
of do::>c:kn IIotidl r d lEd n1eJ<Al......
InlIle'i/likod Dey Pl"JIl IOh:>k.
«......tnhM ........ 1n K..wmn.-.lPl1elka.apoteriiaI rnescdlelDnavdiTl There
1In!~......tn1a.e Ir.o:l ln~
wh:> Ia.e <i8d. .-.l .... de. ..... ... of
elqXJUe to ad ..",. ' lCard,rJ Om>
pier: 'D:dor -.. d Cape'l ....
booni- , TJwSr.r: 3 1 CkiXJeJ I983/.

• is; II....- ftiJIcI<u, rI!Itln! IhIlt mal<a
ARDs~ a-Ied the~
S9lS d ARCs « related cti ~

~ ITllII'I~ an.. elqXJUe 10
... ... Md~ - In U1W i ii4au:s
_ b1g _ fWty~ Q .

Tho! Dece,tbei 1982 oiticII d the
South A/nom MecItcoI Jwrnti an
tNled /I'l artIde \IAich lIld: "As the
Cl.ne1: ItinfllId In &:un Afrlca is In the
..-geWl!ll~!Jan the USA..., U<
.. to be ... . . '.....-h :igI.......
ARDs.. .-d IN Ii:Ig por'a;f~ asbe
~"'V" n.-dINone rJ.the~

. ... b1g_ SOIo"'Jll", lanbeen o\M....
pi«kled ltiIIt 'oW In &:un Afrb wi
Cl.:ilIIrI.Jt'! 10 see ARDs Inab.nIance""""'"
the next hafurtlay."

The "ll'l9: 1TW1ErlEI"". -.....me. ITW1ErlEI""
o "nDdr rod<. ... ... ..... . h¥ \Ilri
~ t.n ItII ' ! • ~ lIild il
irdsIies u:h as II'oclw n.d.e:f In the
~dle><lies,~ Il'IIIII!ri
ai,n;dirgandan. It lUll ikeacu'"lu '
ttoead between tt-~ hi.lslriE5.

There.a .... M ...0J~Qn>
flIli!:Jl agIlhI the UiJI! d h om ;L OJ
Uv liD..... n Is ttn.r ndes"~
"' . ..de- 101Rls<U Mo .) Its 1ft! tw
been birro:d n~ Nor.r.ey ani

"""'"
South Africa

1he'geneoaI tadalCYln S<:uh Africa hM
been 10 "~. IN arn:ult d ""IX>"
ue 1o........<Lst RIIh.r than totxaly
blri IL Ci.el 1Ml &:un Afro • the
wcri:l"s tI'*d I/rge5I pub:w d ........ ..
WIer b! USSR 0 Ono:iol haWlg
.......... "*'es ""*h .. "db.OJ
boch To b! Ncod"'11 Till e" o1he
f'bthWestemCepe, I . rot tIIlE'd tofi-d
the Il'aiOI"6 f<Jr Pn!tc:rilI'I reU::un:e to
bI!In .w . .. ..

&:un Afro isQlt of the IIoO'nfs Dgeo;t
pn:da:ond tb! ........... lro ....oo~
!U"l"Ie' to be fie nDII~ d the ..
Il,pesd - ..... osfbaI andistt-e1OOltfI
de pub:w d llro..n.. .. .

Pr0:blI:jy, I::o!clu;e d its womd InIere\l:
n ee IongMy d ..... doeid-o .....~
the IOhIIr 90""" '"I.... I'l!6 <XI'15tlrD,r
Ilmeda~e,.eto tlnse StdU 8db!
........... hi.tsoy \Iot*:fI owool ...... the
1e'!P" d ... eM'· eoqo:e.n.

h Alq.Jot 1984 a~ dai,P
I.nCCJIJe'Ild tt-e faU-q d tt-e authontIes to
dwge Pe-ge Il'b! b cr.aliu:6Jjb!
""V'" n ~ "Pwgr" .. 8 Il'b!
Iol.OI'IoI!n n.... t.n i ' I ' "' 1tl .... lIr"I:I
IIlQ"I ..... d twco.:bJs..... '" 8 d.lSl:
Wxe 1976.~ the Il'b! tw l'WJI been
c:Myerl1Mlh~d"9kiorD

~lthe) Co:o.eTInmt~,"~

DIrnp;;Iw,~ rd~ for Ieg;oI
fbe ·, Tht!Sr.r: 17 Alg.et 1984)

The ' , ... ., .h ._l tktt l hod ac-
qftd, II'lQ'(l atwn dcJo.onns. /I'lln

.......... 1 rvp:01 ~ CIflI!.I-E GeIers, a
<isbict i ............. lor tt-e Depa b,... d
MinenII and~ AffM's. n. repco1
_d..Ied 8~ 1983.

0.. , 7 l I -... \IW ITICIf1lta
p1Ol" to IN i ih.. IN !TInI", IoIi!nIt-
II6ra dI'ia!r,ecudrid lJD: fin . .........
d 134 VmI (fin,.. per II n h!lad 130
VmIi'l~<bty~dthell'b!
mil- 65 rmes~ than theImt. ThIl
WcnnaibJ Is corvand In /I'l InaemaI
d.Ilt~" Thew dB l'epi'>I15 IA.e'l!

a.ed 28-29 Septe,toa 1983. !See
a.p 18'1 Uele k's lrllde In ttw Rard
l:bI.\! Mall d!Iled 8 Alq.s 1984)

tkd b! em d 1983, ee Jmt 'MIl 5
VmI: I ..... nd.nld 102 flmlln 1984.
h 1987,the~ .... b i e od to 1 VmI
v.Chbochtt-e~E:iqL"""and
fb.ra,~ lG*d II'ld MsU
~ &perk s¥'IJ hi: they.. com
R'iIIOO 10tI'B... GeIa:>~<SlXletielor
!he "**'JJ d !;lie and~~
a-d Msid~1ie lorrrriIg \IA'iIe
~lII1!boch~dGon.u.

~tbs.... ! ' I .,d leg;ol
....~diIlhJ bi!id<lo 1976, RSJ
ciJ ToI, ape'i''''~nWrgel;b _ .
Md tt-e9.ts to:stalethe"CUdlb8 1n the
.... d • ri>esd5DJh Africa lin! In'ler
effecti\.ie <UlIJd" Heeld this, lIr"I:I nu:h
1l'IOrl', InIU J..tter to "The Brlllsh Socillty

FRANK TAU( \IOI..llME S



Dll:spi!e BAMCWlfs ln1I5p.~ed 9.)C

te!i;I!$ n b campaitJ'l, !he~ 01

.,

Ioo.n:ll<.rl.f lhal !O"","", f:JOlI~

were~ 01 che<t d
Sane....ere~ laid 011 as a ....... 01
lhe!ir rooblro I II. Brmu.e 01 concemo-.er
the prolkm, the trim corml~

A2APQ·s heMh~ to ccni.d
r l d1l'*l the .......de;l~·

"'CIN,r Ihrn dd the lriTl~ b lui
ror6. 'M-.utall<dci-g i'lk> the ...beslos
prd*.m IocaIy an:l i11~. We
1Iho!ilarted 10 nann 0lI Il~ 01
!he9irrissO::ns made l.,. the doctors.nl
our0Ml !fWy,"

Rala.o.ma rrrd"-Ihal the~
IvIo !iirn bioIn Iaken to ee North \lk;;l .

emCape an:llhal BAMCV.tI is (Xll"ld ·

rgwith~~
in~ ill" en s alnJ: ARDo.
... arkk "'\IJmm~ rtw:U:l be
TTllJ'Ip II d ' .. l:u .... (ft~ Wd-.
tcrri'rUltirs~wed ~ 10 usea
1clldcnl~"

Inte rim Mea sure s

"l:1hrn e ll€l!f'lCl thal_...- de<*Ig
....m ARD.i. Thr tn;pIaI had rit o.r
~Ihalltwyh.od TlJl:u.~
1M rnulls 01 the r_ilIrch ll.'€1"e
P"""-'I*d , e ,O?T!f'lCIIhal .... "'"-'""deal
rg ....a nu;h~ roctie.l"

AZAPO

BAM0JJU's MtUeb Rakwrna l'eITIilI'ks
!hal Penge ees the fnl """""""" rnn,.
wtIch 8AM(."V,\J ag&lI:5rd tJnl 'We

~tocklhe~lO aut 

to gel lhe~ evbed - n ,on 25
JUy 1984 the Supreme Uut rOO.!
~ the workers ani their 1J"ioo.
BAMC.WU "'8S ordered to P'Y the (XJ!;tS ,

This !i!JWic.ard) ltreI<.toed the tmiled !"Ii'"

!CUO'S of lhe lriTl !iirn I also had to
offer .... "'-'T\b!s 10 the~

Per!""ll5 it is .....v. 00Ii'lg N lilt \8Y
S<ITIl! F'er1ge W ..... 'Y thal refl-d \UCIf'

N!rs I'elIiCfVIble salary 10 Wd had
made ill R25H,.....~ pn::ft: i1
1983, \Ioohch IIoU§ a~ 10 " e on
~ pOD lor the pn>W:u ymo-,

Thr Pw-oge 5ll'No ep
lU.ize::llhi!: <fto;;pany. Tho! kuf' Dr Abubobr A,...,l .
!Ihol! !here had b0en
~ n'J'C"I5 i11he
rne:f". d \he hqli""""· maoo " ARl>
(relerAld 10 as "gIIS" to; the~
arrx::ng Bkd<. \\Orl<ers althe mini',

llle Penge nme~ "'8S V
b,"""""",. It~ 001 kten to the
wor\<eo"'s~ On 10 ..u; 1984
It. 1 7OO ...orIes were<h I . i &.t
Itwy .ebed 10 Im.e !hew~
d e ....a. '!I tt-e i'qle thal~
merlIlI:Cf:illlll< 10 Itun. ne_net 10
be. hIolod a new "cIr;pk" .... 0'eI/Il0!d
- •~ stuI6n ..nere 1ItlioFog \UCIf'

N!rs ft!bed 10 Ie.7..e Ihei-~

It is nol ...-prioIlg to
!i'ld Ihar \WUIe~
- 1tIO'iI' 1abolr _0
CRIb ...ro "'-"'..-fI 'iO

rruhfrom~
cap" II _ haw mit

;nh: rem...-.eralion
from Itww~·s

C::onp.noalion fIrd.
They~ a ~

sum payment of
R24,OOO, JU R400
per month pow Ilor
1iIe, Bkd<. Il.'OfiIers re
(:rl..e a 1Tleil<JTe Unp
9.I1l~ of RI
790, with 00 perSon
~, Thi; is 'iO

despIe the !J"liW rM
Itwy nJ'l d W illaeti OJ
0Xl1p'!!XYlal + . ....

BAMCWU's Motsomi Molo.hine re
marked In _ irIpt pilpI'J lO b lnr, s
ar itl" ! .... . O:rleidU . "'Tl-. !iWI!'

~ aian:e \laS ••• do l... tOtJdIed
in 1983 1Iot.o'l1he stale .-xl Gercor la
Il"rt"g~ I ' j~ bpes
deidiilglhlll t1.Iw.~W iblW;1ed
ARCs III !he Pto1ge 1'1"R• ...t- tI'.!
"*'eIl'i/lf"la9O"'Snemalrep::rt~
amtl!Y:l nuod~' said !here were
>eIR!1Iy rn "
The "'!'V~ Perge IT"lI'w has been a
~ between the rrri1g~
llIIleJarU BAMCVN. On 2M..- 1984.
aIni 1 700 Bla::k~ IIl I1'1s nWle

"'"" on .-N ouer a led tInr eaes,
=,
1aI • Pl'Y nereaoe to a1 1ea:s1: R10.00

• shih;
Cbl recognitio n 01 their union.

BAMCWU;and
kl hNlth and 'ir(lfety.

BAMCWU
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forSod."Re:!;p<n<;iWily i'lScimce,Work
Hazards~: dilled 13 Oct<hr
1m
PlII Hart. Ihe e>r.eo:lDe dl.Wn--. d
Geko .-xl Msd. mai<el ltw loIoo.t.lng
w f .. .., 1m b Ibt IrwI 1lI
Pwgt_45liln:5aIi. re d s .Ten
yeIlI"I~ • had bam 6S VmI .-xl i'l
the &fbe:s IIwco.n:..- i'lllw~
(Mne S¥ ati::s~ MU'.,{ , 0Iv
Pras, 9 M..- 1989l 1Wl po.d; aotis
thai: '!he Ibt 1rwI 1lI F't!nge 'llMd51l1 /Ill

"'..age d 1.2 l/ni . . ." - .wo.... 1he
present~ bmiI:!

Harl~: '"Far from beinJ 'death
1nlpS' . F't!nge tJnl IIw <lCho"~
rrns.-e. pro:b:tiui! 1Wfk.pacesi'l
/IRD!i ..nere~ "'" """V few <lCho"
~~No .na
ltIE'Ie . .. nxm b~, . ."

tis u:h~ II.tdl P OI'JMd
BAMCWU 10 ....,ipIigI. Itt ee dcUlg
d IIw__ 6 mRs. net toe 18JM6m
of explRn!. The I'1ICi5f~I'I"" 5"d
!he~ "*'etx- c:arnJlb2
reIed~lo~~""~ expo

~""



the Il"li1irG bosses IsaI100 Ilppooel «.
The \Jri<Il'sdeteJTIlirnlionas reflected n
the f~w;n\s 01 MokhineIs~
"PP'" el l!: ". . . (L)etusncte that worl<er>
corNitute the largest~ that reiltesto
asbestosmiringaroprOO.dmarufllctur
~, Theyalsoccnslillie the Brgestgroop
withooi a direct sayn the 1d.Jrne, usage
III"ld<Xllltrol01 asbesta;. hstard; toll!a5<X'l

therefoo! that all decNon<; pertarling to
their tmIth i1 these irdi<;tries m.H be
lTlirle Il.ith their COh5e1lt . . , Let me
hasten 10 ;rlj . , . that as has been
del I U I5tJ ated l:>,r rnenkrsd our \Jri<Il.
~ feel that all forms of asbestos.
00lh Cl:ITYTleIriaI am~.

are cardnogeric ard orIy a total 00n on
its t..-.e ..... ersn' umPete pn;Xoc1ion
agai1sl its~ effw."

The pYnary kx:l£ of the BAMCWU
~ is made clear i1 their PootiOh
Paper 00 A<tems aOOpled on 11 Dc
tcoe- 1984: " . . ,({»Jrcampaign !hal
net be ge;m:l iIt IEliOOi Iii OJ the~
men! an::! minr.g ha.lses, h !hal be
geared at aIertD.l: the entire COO1ITJJlity
to the dangers they are 9.b;ected , .. h
shaI be geare:l at TTI1ll<in.:I the entire nT<i
i1'IaS5eS ilWare 01 loco [. ,...deatli"asa .."ut
of the '"JSIem's i1lJansig<nce , , , lli
~ sIW be effected i1 the com
~ in the WIages. n the of&es. n
the streets, i1 the tCM'l"l5l1ip;. We mal
parnJideteer. pK:ket.ktbyaroOOkJIffi55
rneetirgs .. ."

The~ 01 the <;<lpitaIisls to
minimi2e exp:;:atre 01the w::>rl<ers to this
Wngeroos fl"lirW. k>t: 3Ione o:hse the
mines. is doul:tIU, WorI::!~ of
asbestos has tlcreased from 675 {)(Xl
tOO'; in 1940 to ,...,J c..o.r 5 milion toos
,.."

~ ilI1 aditori<JI ertitled"Aq.>alrty 01 horror"
the Rand lXIllv />full corrmented on 6

.,.

AiqN 1984: " . . . (I)l is a ba.<Oc fln::tb1
of g<JIit!Il d I.. t to tak.. steps to neuIJilLE
these IT"o1lP" health haalrd;, Thisexterds
to ers.uTJg that~ <.rterpise, n its
sean:h fa JXOk. is hd aIkMm to in/k:t
damage III"ld dwth to the o::rnrro.riIy."

A7AP(Js former Secretary for Health,
thel1lte DrA1lWaI<a- AwaJ. .prqx>sedthe
fc:>b.o..TJg n terim TTIO'a!ll.lreS as a preWe
to the cbsure 01 the <lSl::estos mines,

(al reducing the SilO' of pennissible
fibre to 111m);

(b) disposal o f the dumps;

(c) proper work clothes and respir
ator> for workers ,

(d) improved living conditions for
worker>,

(el compen5iltion for Black wo rkers
suffering from "g" s" to be in·
cre" sed to a lump sum P<lyment
of R15 000 plus a monthJv pen'
sion,

(I) regul"r end efftclent medica l
supervision of all worker>.

BAMCWlJs strategies irdrle the com
mjsga II OJ 01 suwys fwith the lui utiIila
han of professiorkll services whether
legal,~ ITl<dkal or scierili::).
the trainrlg 01 5hop Sl""-"llds in heMh
...-.:f safely.entering nlO he<lIlh<n:lsafety
<qeementslMth~t~

pc6SiJIe. demardng inIorrroliCfl aIxJUt
W<:Kk hazards Md their preventioo. ep
JXlinli1g p/lysici1vls to giw secon:f 0pi
nions. therel:>,r (lilirlngaccess toccmp<nJ

medea! ~Ies. rep'e!eI10r0g~at f<tal
occideri enq.iries <n:I dernardinJ rerxe-
sentaOOn on the Worl<man'sCanpensa
tDn Corrmission.

WMe roes 01 tl'.1 Al.APO-BAMCWU
interim demands reITI1Iin unaifl d.
some 01 them !"11M! been "" , 01«1 to ~

asbe>1os <kunps are beirlj oowred. the

size 01 pel l' iI5silIe Btre has been m:UOO
tothat~iIfXl slricter~

tions for asbestos mines have been.-
The use of SI}"thetic fbes ach as gIim
wool <n:I cerersc Bins ach as~
as 9Jlstitltes for ilSl o4c 6 n b.Jiliro;j and
insuLili::Jn, mJlor cars, ilmitl.reand pack
~ is on the h:reilse, On p.lg<'S 319
f/ 01 his bed< Asbestos: Mediml und
Legal Aspects, Bany I Castlerrnn (uho
was refu.ro " visa l:>,r the SOOh Afri<:>u-J
cutl-orities toallen:;! ard adhss BAMG
WU'~ N"tiona! Anti·A5bestos C0n
ference) lists" variety of asbestos

""""~
El.I?1ite. Sooih Afoca's~ maker 01
asbe>1os <=leIll~.~

that~ .....:d:l replaa! i2Sbesta; IMth naturilII
org<ric lire (ceLboel '" aI~ rna
teridls....tJich formerJj<::ontaned..... ..sI, IS.

e><cept aobesta. rnment pipirlJ. Everite's
parmi cornp<n; is the SoMss linn of
E~ (~Smr 2 1 AiqN l98n

Socialism

h Is 1Obe" lg to note that the ancient
Greeks used asbestaslO~ a Wf1Ip
pi1g for bodies \lA1ich ......e 10 be cre
matedso that the is-.escai:f be retain<rll

The World Health Org<'Jnis<ltDn has
def"..,.,.j he<dth as "a Slate oj COfl"ll:kte
~ rrll'I1l<l1 ard!iOCi<'Jl~ . not
"""""" the al:6ence 01dseeseerd niml
ily ."~ cn1v peq:>le ti>errl;dves eM

d<ri:fe lJ.h>n this&ilinilion islUfibf This
rreers that society ITUIt: 00 cmlJoIed
from thebottom ll' l:>,r the Black I<.OI1<i1g
, ,,"

[)(>spte the emphasis on v.orl<er rerxe-
sent.mon. ~'9"'I1ffilloo i1forrnation
III"ld W<:Kker i1~ in the wsoI fion of
pecoems l:>,r BAMCWU arK! AlN'O.
we wi! not ftj~ begi1 to eradic<>te the
health hazards of asOOstas ~til we haw
a sociaIsl society - one thai p.Jls heilIth
befcxe wealth, To mOOify sane f.=o.Js
w;n\s: "'BLACK WORKERS OF AlA·
NIA UNITE! YOU HAVE YOUR
HEALTH ro WIN!" •

The n.v .. '''' 10IbI~ oJ " rbome
oonc.ntrlll".... 01""""'- whiCh repN

>en! ~mon. \rder "+'ieh it i. b"I0.....d
'ho' ....~ .1~ moy bo '€pO<IledIy
..posed day altef day with<>.Jt adw.... " f
,~
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AZANIA SALUTES
TOSUI

by Frank Tal k Staff Writers

MARK OF THE BEAST
, 5« I~mg,. 0/ the! Moll oro I~r

USly fa«s.
, _ IMm o:orI!l'~li n g in ~I......
loW soy """ kncu d<!m a wicked
Wrdy lordll.
Mf! b lOUl dll!'rn a wicked •.• ... •

So wrQI.. Winslon I-ft.tber1 McIntO!ih.
known 10 ~ es PE IER TOSH. in
1915. He wroi<' thEw lines alter
boMg beal~ with a rille bun. hi$ ribs
brokm by poIicern;m who broko> in lO

his boose while he was hdlling '"
paTty. He was handcuffed to '"
streldw, for houn before the police
allowed him 10 be l.....ted,

TIle police 5UCCeulully delivered a
11'l€SSol9€ to the ml!SWS in this 1975
ino;;idenl: any rmhtant youth. even a
sta r. could be ~id fklt by the stale.

Tosh "s reply. " Imost 11'1~ as he
_ on his feet. was 10 pen .~rIo; 0/
the BeMl- and show how brutally
dear he _ about the implacable
I\M.II'e 01 t1w........".,. , HeMo reIe..-f
M now Iamota .mthem for g.'Uljll.
1..egaIiz.e It-. Thew sides WIlT.. irnrrw'

~ banned from~ radio
and became insl¥ll hils

Ochers felt the marl< 01 the beasl: as
IWII. In 1976. two days before Bob
MIlriey and the Wailom agreed 10
pI'riorm In a "Smile~- c0n

cert. seven gI.II'I1WI'I """"'lI 0Uf to his
hou5e and shot Iq) lhe place WCUId
ing _ . ...~ inck.ding Bob.
whom they IWfe~~ Intend
ingto~_

Bob had been under~ pressure
to do the show by the gowmmenl of
M~ Manley's People's N"tiona!
Partv (PNP) and Manley had scbe
duled his bid lor .e -ele( lIon two
weeks ane- the concert.
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Edward s.e.'s~ known as
"ClAga1 Jamaican labour Party
lJlP) _ bIarned for the $hootiI 1Q.
tu. aI Indicalcn 4fV ItllII ttw PNP
lIClwIy (()Iabcwated • \WI. For in
1IIanCe. PNP~ guarding Bob's
hom~ myst ~~lously dit.l ppear~d

minJln bel.,... the an'Iblah . And not
'lUl' p isingly. Yanl<.ee imperialism had
i1sgnAlby honds inltw~i 01 , at the
retreat Bob ..... secreled 10 by the
Manley gawrrwnenl aher Ihe $hoot
ing . one ollhe lew people aUowOO in
as -f~m crew~ turned out 10 be Carl
Colby. the son 01 the 'hen-eIA dnec
lor Willillm Colby,

Two years later in 1978 . a ' Peece
Concert" .....as h..1d in Kingston lo'seal
a true.. betce..n the PNP-JLP gangs,
In "P..ace Treaty" on the Mama Afri·
ka album. Tosh COffirr"mled on the
core..rt in his usual ace rbic styk>,

"Wh~n they 51sonord lhe peoc~ trellly
I lo ld '"~m II would n 'l workV
worky.. .
Now thi5o~ IlaUll! Q 9"n
And l llal Or!<! haUll! 0 9"n.•.
All who 5ignH ,he p«JC~ lrelll V
Now rnltng In p«JCr in l he ce
me!ory,"

TIw sub,ed ,,,,,It... oflhis oong oon-
t4ins MlQfY_ tu: iI also presenlS a
bro.IO'f QighI, namely, that an ex
pb:IiilQ conlradiction bu=h as a so
ciO'ty mgUfed in inl_ eMI oonIIict
bel.. tt ..~ NIing~
c.ar-..ol be rflOIwd by q.mc.aI - or
even earnesa - calls lor peaoce (sh<tdO's
of Pwlennarllzbo.-g'l. Thinking i1 'sso
is disarming. and a misIalIe gmer~
rl?SIricted 10 Ihe massn, 'Bececse 01
thO' words, I say, irlnoo.>nl people
shouIdna deoad.*

l ash him5O'lf pmOl'TT>l'd at the con
c..rt and took the opportlJl'lity In fron t
of a crowd of 3 000 10 dress down
the enlir.. Jamll\elln rulIng elite, Man
leyand ClAg" included, who fidgeted

in the front~ while l ash lectured
on the iniquities 01 the political "shit
stem", smoking an oullawOO cigar
size splilf.

The P..ec.. Concert .....as widely hailed
at the time d1 a great success - at the
end of the evening, Bob had aoctua.lly
brought togO'lher C1Aga ,,00 Manley
lor a handshake in Iront 01 an 01
Jamaica. But this ..... a aueI Pke
ewn as it \lIM occurring. In thO' nexl

pomod the gang wars continued. and
aI tu: one 01!how who helped 10 p"

the ececen logO'Iher - Bob MMWy.
Jacob MilIO'r. and Ihe \eadrm. of the
riYal JLP and PNP gangs. O a,,-I.
M......-.p and Bucky M.srshd - met
IRirnO'ly deoalhs.

Within a monIh 01 the conceit the
Beast once again ,...... its k'O'Ih inlO
Tosh. He _ anacked on the street
by police and once agHl~ed.

Md<ey Ou'ag 9'M! !his aco:ull : 1
_ standing IIIiIh him smoking a
spIill by my car in Kingston when a
cop came up and accosted him ,
SolYin9 ·GiYe me dis'. Wethoughttnat
he was joking, cops do that down
there sometlrnes for "spilill. P.!t...
laughed, Solid 'No!' The cop attacked
him. lhen squad c."s pulled up, cops
got 001 ,,00 stened beating on him.
took out their guns . b<!al him on his

.,



head right out there on the strl'€l.
then haull'd him down to the pcbce
~iion lYld beet hIm ...Imost to deetb
down thl're ,"

A British rl'pOl'1l'!" latl'!" QUl'fil'd Tash,
"Yw~ think they Inl'<VIl to kiD
you?" In a prophmc reply. Tash So'lid,
11 you go! OI'ighl to ten g.Jys beating
!hi' insidl' of you ...ooIe wilh wood
Md iron arid dntnx1i\1e' d . "'l'nb for
owr ...... lieu .mat !hi' .... do you
thri. they inlend 10 do??! What do
they thri. I _ made of' Wood 01"

S101l1!? 1lwy go! orden 10 do IhaJ:
wen' Cos of the thing I lhinlI l tal<..
liN! what I talk III tlv PO'ace c.:.ncm
to Gow" . ....... minftlers Md so on
which them dorft bkf The police
t.lb upon their head 10 show th.Jt is
wrong. wrong speaking on behalf of
poor JlO"OflIe,~ who~ been
humilillted on behalf of lhe ¥Il'11l ...
WelI.l haw 10 spl!'ak out "9"inst that
<md if Iw"'" 't uW"lg my guitar and my
hps in records I would be using 5OfrII!

olher he.......... th ings to fight against a
system thdttl'nds to fight ag..insl me ,"
Reporl..., "Wh.. t o the r Ihings?"
To.'" "Any other thingsl Flashing
light ning. thunde rIng gun. r(l!ling
I'erthqullke , ..nything! Because the
shltstl'm that. It juSl tends to irv;rimi·
....tl' t.... youth illegally: a youth who
jus! comes out of school and doesn 't
know anything but beceese him poor
and living in the ghetto lYld """"'"' bnle
tN.- up panls IIvy conw arid stand
him up ag4insI lhe serH1side arid hu
miliate him. And I1\aIA>t he's lhinb>g
how he C«l gel the ,....,.1me.sllegally.
wilhoul li0;' a.....ting hirnwIf. where
him gon"la gel a job, wtwr.o him
gon"la get 5OfrII! '" lonight. and they
jus! brulaIizJI!' him arid bck him ~ in
jai, And I'nMI\I \I(Uhs die ...-der...
Jar ciramstancf"S thal lhey Iry
10 kiI me."

Petl'!" ........ 0C'I<:4' arrnled in M....,;
ilirporI , accuwd of "impo-nonllting
Pl' tl'!" Tash ." In Wnt Gernwny. the
gowmmmt _med him if hi' So'lng
Legallu 11" the dates would be CiIIl'

celled <md he 'd be financially respon
sIbil! .md put in)ad (rl'po<1edly lhe first
such gowmment censorshIp threat
smce Hitle r), he sang t.... song any
wi¥l lhe lase night . sp liff in hand .

At a 1984 con<:l' rt in Sw<Uil..nd .

6.

thousands o f people who h.. d
Ir_ 11ed long dise..rlC<i's to g<'Ito lhe
COOCE'rt were left al lhe gall' unable
10 enter . In lhe middle of the concert
Petl'!" C4IIed a "musiclan's serike".
So'lying: "Calling all prOmoll'r5. ..
~ (can 't) ah stage. rt sound ~ke

no _ that tho! JlO"OflIe O'''sidec:an
noll afford to p.7)' to conw in. ard
they're SUInding OUI ttwr.. juS!getting
the Iragr.snce 01 the 1ftISic." He IPh
the stage . retwning len mftJI" i<Uer
10 denounce the bankrupccy 01 the
51.....Mod reginw' 11 sound to me
liN! I'm dou.n in North Carolina 01"

down in TII'U5, Iand Idon'l conw to
support this o/IflOenl 151h ceoIury co
Iooiabsm which deprl'S6l!S I and I in
tegnty. I dignilY .. I W4n1 10 know if
thl' promoter open the gatl'S YET!"
The gat" wer.- opened.

ShorIIy before his .......-der. Pe ter re
II'<'Iwd lhe politically provocative
a1bJm No NuclO!"TlT Wo. ..nd .. world
tour was pl..mwd The trecks on No
NltClea. Wa. 1rv;lude 'V ampirl'" ..nd
''FIght Aparlhl' id "

Tosh w..s asked by .. reporte r from
R"99"" Bee t. "In the song. Vampire ' .
who is the vampi re?" ..nd .... replied '
"Well. you know 01 them They are
tbe coes who suck the blood of the
innocent oroes Invisible I.I'mp;res. be
CiOI..lW .according to tecnllology. vam
pifes don 'l conw 0Ul Md bite your
neck lII'JyrnOn' . They cause a plane to
cr<'lShor somethingdesIrul;.1;w 10 t>ap.
pen thai bloodhave 10 spiI and tbcse
irNisiIJIe V4fl1lires wII 'IIi1 get their
rneab. It VoaI be l'!"<'ldicaled "

On the _ of the tenlto~
01 the dl'<Jth 01 Banw 51_ Boko. ..
stlrned and ouI.qd I'I.uittN heard
thai tIw Vamporl' had rnanyred Peter
Tash'

Pell'!"'s martyrdom broughl b<'Ick the
wonisheultl'!"edwt...n ...... inI~
tokl him in 19&3 "Youarl' cOl"lSidered
to be a conlrown.ial pl'nOfI" . Pell'!"
inlerrupled, "So W"'~, I man gel
a job fe do. and I have to do rt with
the method I know. the tools ..t my
dispos4l . Dem say I aggrl"iSive, but
Jesus did gentle and dl'm gel rid of
him SO who am I that lhey shoukl no'
trytocrucily ,"

"Invest igate feportlng" has no'-lIX<'ICt·

Iy flowered about the execution of
Pell'r Tosh . but this much can be
pieced togelher from newspaper ec
counts lYld eyewilTll"SSeS:

One 01 the 1I'<'I5OOS why Tash was in
J amaica on September 11 . 1987
_ 10e" end <'I court hearing in .. civil
daim he had Iao.rched againsI the
9O"C'"'ment which had been re
r-tedy adjoo.Irrwd This claim arose
ouI of ...... inckM. woIh .. (U§Ioms

otficft at the KingSlon <'Iirport early in
1987. A lighI broke <lui owr a OJS

loms mall..,. and Tosh's pregnanI
""'I' _ be<'lten. causing her to mis
,.",.

The nigh! of the kiIing. Pell'!" was ""
his home in Barbican. <'I hiIy suburb
01 KingSlon. wilh his ""II' Marlenoe
Md three frWnds. At <'Ibout 201100
the dogs barked, ..nnouncing \oOsitors
a t the gate outside . Michael Robin
son. .. cr<'lft worker and frimd of
Tash. werudown to c~k and dis'
covered Dennis Lobban {also known
es "Leppo1,..n occasional visito r end
frlend of Tosh and two o ther men in
business suits ,

They were led past the dogs, ..nd
OOCI' upstaIrs the thr l'€ men de
manded money of Tosb . When they
drew gum, Tosh laughed ..tthem. Al
some pam. radio disc jockey rree-r
and his wife walked in on the hoId-up.
Pell'l Tash __ bealen and pisloI
whipped. Eve'IllUlOlly all ......... tOKed
at gunpoinl 10 I.. lace down on the
floor . and the gunmen proceeded to
shoo! lIWr,IOf'l(' in the he.sd. After
shoaling PE1er. 0IlI! was he.m:I to say
10 the orhel . "Ar.- you Sla"1' he's
deacf1'" Tlwn they shoI him !'.otIicl'-

King. ton. J a maica
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Marlene sald that she and the others
sulVived beedshot wounds by~
dead in the darkened house. After a
briel ransac king , the killers left
ewryone for dead and escaped into
the night on motorcycles of a type
only available to the Jamaican police
and political-party hitmen.

Peter was desd ten minutes later after
being taken to the hospital by neigh
bours. An herbal healer and friend,
Wilton ''Doc" Brown, died inst,mtly,
and Free-I (Jefl Dixon) died sewral
dayslater, The survivorsolthe assault
were Santa Davis (the drummer in
Peter'slast band), Yvonne Dixon, Mi
chael Robinson and Marlene Tosh.

Initially, the official story was that
Tash was killed in a random robbery
attempt. Almost no one took this
seriously LJterallyewryone inJamai
ce knew Peter , and any shooting had
to be a very deliberate act . This story
sounded even more ridiculoos when
two weeks after the execu tion, Mar
lene Tosh was shot on the street by
unknO'M1 assailants as she was re
turning home. She was lUlharmed.

Eventually the Jamaican pobce en
nounced tha t they were "working on
the premise that (the murders) were
the result of a feud between some of
the victims and the glUlmen."

Within hours 01the murder, the ident
ity ofat least One 01 the killers, Leppo,
was broadly knO'M1 on the streets of
Jamaica. For sew",1 years, LeplXl
had been in General Penitentiary.
The government had recently pa
roled him from a life sentence, and
on his relea5ie he turned up at Peter's
place. Peter gave him money to help
get him on his feet , as he often did
for ~p1e who came to him in di...
tress.

Rumours abound concerning this
man, including the story that Peter
and LePlXl were arrested years ago
at a roadblock by policeman who
found a gun in their car . As the story
goes, LePlXl went to prison. and
Peter was to take care of his family
financially.

One must keep in mind that Peter
was not one to dock and cover from
the authorttles, OOr beg protection
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from anyone. This rumour has done
little to dispel widely he ld suspicions
that "higher authorities" were ulti"
mately responsible lor the execution
of Peter Tosh

It was quite clear that there would be
no safe haven for LePlXlam0r>9 the
people . He turned himse lf In to the
authorities in the next week; other
suspects were arrested and later re"
leased. The word on the streets isthat
LePlXl 'S bcsmess-snted accomplices
were hired guns who probably imme
diately escaped to Miami.

After the Tosh murder , there was an
increase of incidents of armed hold
up, dozen 01 breek-lns and shake
downs of reggae musicians. Still more
have been threatened. Leppo himself
is rumoured to have been involved in
more that one of these assau lts.
More ominous still, in the Jamaican
community in Brooklyn, New York.
two reggae artists were shot dead
gangster-1;tyle in December 1987,
Alton Irie . a OJ and Lui Lepke. a
DJ/singer.

Tosh 's execution occurred as J amai
ca lurched into election lime, a time
traditionally marked by bloody gang
warfare between the PNP aoo the
JLP.

Tosh's whole persona rested on his
refusal to be a doormat for anyone
In fact he was the one musician who
steadfastly refused to have dealings
with any of the Jamaican lXlliticians.

ClAga 's featured comment to Tosh's
murder was, 'The shooting points to
the need lor Intensifying the drive
ag~inst the crimina! element In our
midst. 'This in a country where there
were 217 relXlrted cases of people
killed by the police in 1986 and which
has one of the largest death row
lXlPUlations per capHa in the world'
And M~nley ch imed In: 'This isa blot
01 shame on all J ama icans .."

The upshot of Peter's murder is tha t
the authorities are rid 01 a lon9time
enemy, and In his death they have a
pretence to tum up the heat in laying
down "hea vy manne rs ' on the
masses.

Tosh's funeral was held in the Na-

tiona! Arena In Kingston . The roads
from Kingston to Savanna -la-Mar
were lined with people as the proces
sion made Its way to the burial site at
Peter's mother's home.

And In occupied Azania , we were
lorcelully reminded of Mongane
Serote' s message about Bra Steve in
the poem 'Time has Run Out" as we
commemorated the tenth anniver
sa ry 01 Steve 's murder by the Vam
pire,

'~he bright eye 01 the night keeps
whispering
when it paves and pa9"s the douds
It is knowledgeable about hideous
nlgh/s
when it win ks and keeps winktng
/Ike thaI
it is like a breathing burning wood
i lee/looked at
walking and silent like this in the
night
in this stronge land which mules
SC rea ms. "

GET UP, STAND UP
On 9 October 1944, Peter Tosh was
born in the aftennath 01 the 1938
Uprising and calls for se ll..Jeterrnina
tion lrom Britain.

The island of Jamaica in the West
Indies was ruled by Spanish invaders
between 1509 and 1655. These
Spaniards extenninated the indigen
ous Arawak population aoo gradually
introduced slaves from Africa.

In 1655 Jamaica became the first
colony to be captured by a fonnal
British expedition and In 1660 the
British colonialists expelled the Spa
niards. After an outbreak at Morant
Bay in 1865 when nineteen whites
were killed , a crown colony from of
government was Int.oouced in 1866
with only the Governor having real
executive and legislative power ,

In post-slavery Jamaica a strict racial
h ie ra rc hy operated , Power was
vested in the whites; their economic
domination over Black Labour was
attributed to some Innate superiority
of the white skin. Below the Brillsh
planters were the urban Portuguese
aoo Spanish Jews, and the energet ic
"mulattoes".
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Parlldoxic<'l!ly the "mula lloes", while
challmging white hegemolllY . 'lI!TWd
aI!o as the lransmi590n blIltS IOf the
vaIun of tIw mother CCUllTy.

A IolIde gulf ~ted tIw 1etlure of
tIw GruI Houses from tIwIe~
ings and "nine nighIlI" of tIw poor. A
socilII ty5t1'lTl based on grlldlltiorls of
CCJIol. and texture of hair was con
soIidlIted by ttw !I>,ISlO'm of fomllll ecIu
ClItion . which ensured that on/y the
chlld ren of ttw _ U-to-do had access
to a set o f systematic ideas. Through
the medium of the English language
lhe school system prOYIded the early
fOU'ldaIlon [Of a~ of I..achers,
iIClon. lannen. 1aY.oten. preachers
and shopkHpen who servb!d the
plantallon «XlI .... l"".

Ewn in tIwir language the coIoniaIisls
and tIwlr aspil .. 1IS were to be distin
guished from the UoOJridng masses.
Coming from diffemg African nil

tIom. tIw sLwes had broughl with
them a eu/lural and IlnguIsllc diuer·
slly. This was reflected in a \anguage
which all Europeans. In thO'ir inabmry
10 understand it, denigr<lltO'd <lIS Pidgin
English. In using and developing this
language as <II form of protO'S! , the
poor &tcks had to depend on ttw
BiblO' as their on/y soo-oe of Ideas.
Yel . • ...., 10 this wry Bible thtlI the
sIawrs resoned for~ fOf
tIw p&a.ee 01 Black people on urth.
o.aracterislic.<iID.the in5tifutionsand
religious~ essiool 01 the poor tool<
dil l......,. fonns from !how of tIw <'S

Iablished c~.

Thus II was not accidental that the
Moran t Bay revolt W<IIS led by a Jay
Baptist pre« her. Paul Bogle ,

As from 1884. "reprewnl<llllw goY

e"dl. n l" was T<'Stored In sloil9" and
in 1944 a House oflWpr~aliws
0'Iected by lWwrsaI suffrage was in-

"""""'.
In the deprnsions <lind ~Kllllic
crioe$ of the 19 3O's the conditions 01
the Jamaican poor were wrious in
deed Threa ts and fon:e had 10 be
used on the worI<eB .~ loaders
worked. In a line and were whipped
with slicks If they broke the line . On
top of th is e<:>ercion thO' workers had
to endLlre low I!"Y. bed hoI.nlng. mal 
nutri tion and di5ease , On the~

"

est<llt'" lhe workers
were effective ly
sI.1ws 10 the~
onobIe to Ieaw be
cause 01 their p0v

erty, nakedness and--
O rgan isati ons
sprang up und..r
thew objective con
dit ions among all
clasw s o f Bla cks,
from citizens' essoct-
allons and well<llre
gTOlJp$. like thai of
Norman M.vtIey and L
Edn.a Swilhenbanll, /" _
10 trade unions and
fr ie nd ly so<:ielles
arU1g out of the rri5 of ttw n-ost.........
The~ ill terms 01 Iin.ancial
resourcn were the trade IWons and
frierdy societies. Thus the e<b:.lted
an d up-and-.eoming Bl.scks. In joining
the workers ' organiSiltions. were able
to r..strain them with their re lormism,

The IIIoIent and largely spoot<ll~

uprisings 01 the poor In 1938. with
amwdconfronlations In every parish .
donmMledJamaican society bel\A;..en
M.,rch and April, The petit beer
groisie «'I" 'd\' Norman M.viIey.
bO'fOft they~ood the hal sigrV
ficarn 01 ...t.at ...., I\appening. $Iii
!re'aled !he poor with de. Ision.

WIwn the srnoI<e of ttw rifles hold
dispersed and the .........plng for the
dead bed ceased. the colonialists
p raised M<IInley. A5 lhe Governor put
ito

"Perl>ops II() ma n on tht Island did
more to re-ntob/Ish ron/jtknc~ and
m lncl fM g......tllol tMdislurbon'
us th,m N W Mon/rv K C whu ClIme
forwa rd O/rf>O$l .mm.rdio f~l~ o/l~

I""" be'gcnnirlg 011M d lSl llrboncn.
Em plov.. rs hod somt'One ",H II
wllonl 10 n~liol", who under·
stood ,'''''' cond'ifions on fM islond
ond who kneu> whol d_ nds cou ld
be reosonob1v mode and wha l could
II()I. w.. th ink his services 10 the
communit y as a wlwl~ were inoolu
obit'. "

The Governor . of COUTW . was refer '

ling to ttw whit.. COflVT'UlilY. The
IMSS suuggIes h"d thr_ened ttw
whole plantation 1!COI ...."y. And. ill
crealing the PNP ill 19 38. Manley
tool< idIIantage of. and reaped the
benefit from. these mass struggles.
The creation of <II two-party dem0
cra tic system In J.lmaica g rew out of
the resistance 01 the masses CM!r the
period 1938·1% 2.

Sir Alell<ilOder Bustamenl" and Nor
man Manley were engaged In strong
competition which dMded the work·
ing daM with political wariare an:!
escaJ"ling lIioIence sir>«' 1949. Bus
UlrnanIe imprnted his _horitarian
~ on trade llllio" .."' .. ..L1rnaiClI
by~ -.wkers IRier the Bus
lamenle IndustnaI Trade l/rUon an:!
its political party . the JLP,

In 1949 . Manley expelled the left
Irom the PNP in the W<llke o f McCar
thyHe enn-commur ast hysleri<l He
broughl in his son Mich_ 1 from
abroad to OI'glInize the PNp 's li'dion
01 the working clas.s under the Na
tioN! Won...m Union,

In 19.59 Jamaica inIrc.dJccd luIinler'
naI ",,1l-g<:Mi' li4 l...nt and Norma.n
Manley 01 ttw PNP be<.:arrw prenUl"T,
On Augusl 6. 1960 Jamaica beume
IndependO'lll with~ domillioll SllIIUS
within the ConmonweaIth.

Jamaican society tTlO\Itd from formal
colonialism to constitutional inde
pendence on the prelentious motto
"out 01 rn.:my. one people ." Such <II
mylh of race harmony belied the lop-
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sidedness 01 the economy lind the
unequlli division 01 the sodllI product.

As J lIma lcll lurched Irom Brlllsh
crown colony to US neO"«llooy. the
isIllnofs Ioclllbourgeo~ got II lilt as
they hitd Wld themselves to this new
capitlll llnd the frnh/y-sUm!d WllWS

01 Ntion<dism that surged up 011 the
"independe nce" celebration of 1962.
They Nt! II new sty\e of rule. lind II
greater Ireedom and necnsity to PJO"
mote and especlllily to try to gilin
control of II "nllliooal" C\Ilture,

In the Illte 19 50', Ihe Jamllican
~ was getting ripped Ilpou1
by Arnencolln capital more Inlenslwly
lhM oIIImosl ""Y octwr Canbbeollll 15-

""".
Major~ and CanlldiIln •
minum companies IIpp roprloll ted
huge areas of 1llnd iTom the peawnts
~ owning 1/3 ol III lon:l
areaIn~llnd le'lt gaping stOp
mined~ ol lhe luning red dirt
aI OYer the~ 1'LiIs, More
peopk> -.e lorced ofI the land .....th
the~ 01 !he British !IJ9IlI
~ as 'oWl as the growth 01
teu1sm. They f1od...d 10 Kingsl:on to
'lIJ\Iiye. pilchrJg tin shIlcks on 011 re
claimed~ dump in the her
l:xu". TodoIIy a third ol JarNica',
popuilltion ~ in Kingston. and a
third 01 Kingston 1M In the $kms,
~ -.e a lew jobs on the docks
llnd in SOITlO!' US plonts. boA lor most
the pidtings ........e slim and ITIllIlY~,...,
A sysIl.'ITI 01 cu-migration 10 lind
~l ..... been the only _
erue by which the poor «dd eecepe
the~ decay of ullderdelll'lop
menI, In the 1950's llnd 1960', OI1C
eight of the population emlgfllted.
Today only 1I00ut 62%0/ the world',
~icoIIns oV;Iui>lly Iiw on the is1llnd

Jam.licoII exhibited the ouIwtIrd 0IIp
pearance 01 prosperity. with lis
SUpemlMket chains, Irllflk jIlms and
resort hotels, but 0111 the ""me lime
units 01 housing lor the VIIst majority
01 the popul"tion were decrellsing
ard more people were going wlthOl.lt
proper clothing. The stare published
glowing figures showlng jncreeses In
the gross domestic product, yet the
popu1;Ition In the slums of """"tern

FRANK TAlK \IOl.lJME 3

Klngslon increased and unemploor
ment rose 10 more than 25 % 01 the
productlw labour force . By 1969
Jamalell wa! jsted M hllvIng the most
w-wqual di5tTibution 01 income of any
count1'\' In the world • truly a 'beck
man', heDIn a whlte man 's p<lr(l(\i"","
as~ oIIrtist Gregorv Isaacs IlKlIJId""' ,.
On top of the economic~
betuo een town and count1'\' was added
the factor 01 the loI.lrist inbby. Pd
Itlcol careerists perpetuated rlldal
stere«ype5 01 the JornoIIic4n reesses
lIS II happy-go-b:ky people. in a hoi
house e1forl to org.anize recreation
lor the fIWIr(lpOIitan bourgeoisie.

Public pgDcy __ inI'aJenced by the
desire 10 pI'CI'oIidr: the ec:u Wll,oi(: Infra-
• Ndwe ~~oc~. _I~.~

.-.l the COI .ed Inspit,.lioy la smiling
P'P'''''''''''' in order to giw the proper
.... ' '"lie to lourists. Incredible im
oagesol an iSand in !he Slrl. its people
romanticaIy poor.-.e b«ked up by
aodwrtiwments in the M!.., York
nr\'lft - ReI-. oJ V..". ReI-. 011 Car.
ReI-. a NMny.

North American gangsters. posing as
lOlrisls. ........e giIIl'n tax-lme holidays
$0 that they«dd aploit and expr0

priate smo1lI lannen. The eontInuilies
belwwe" sIawry and neo--coloniaIi:
-.e "-pre ",,1 In the tak.e-owr 01
the Rose HallGreolll House (where so
TIlIlIlY !!Lwes had died) In 51. James by
a~ionable lIS-funded hotel and
relll estoIIre c\eI.oeIopmenI oompany.

ElectIons since 1967 hiwe been
mam!d by warillre berween the JLP
and the PNP g.mgs (plssees).

The re oIITe some taeil land open)
ollgreements between the JLP and
PNP to at least keep their political
gang violence out of the touri5t areas.

In 1972, Mi<:I-t.&el MoJnIey (the son of
Nonn.an MoJnIeyl became premier;he
based hiscamp<lignon the "politics01
particlp<ltion" and mainlained strong
Ues wtth Cuba,

Manley's PNP is a "soclahst" outlit
which ruled with an non list lor eight
yean , Manley is" bourgeois careerlst
who has long vectlleted between sup
port for the USA and Ihe USSR.

Michael Mllnley surTOllllded himself
with known gunmen such as Burry
Boy and Feathermop and dewrly
orchestrated VlIr\c:lu! w ategleslo sup
press.urderrrsne or rob Rast.s culture
of lis ~Iicance. He exploiled the
splrllllal and metaphyslcll1 content of
R.utoIIfollri by likening h~11 to the
blbIical Joshua. lInd equating hks riVlIl.
Shearer to the Phisroah. Hecalled 1m
AIric:an wa!klng stick a rod 01 ccerec
tion llnd c1llimed II tw:I been gIwn 10
him by Haile Selassie. Co-optIon 01
R3SIoII here~ lts apogee.

The b.1Iing """9'i' rollle' and the in
creased~ ol the lew was
compor.rded under ManleybyWlpre
cedented lewis 01 thuggery. By 1976
the political C\Ilture Nt! beoeoi"e $0

det ' se,1 thai gu-vne-n ...-re t:unIng
cu the homnol pditicaI opponents-
dtidml-.e ewn thrown back into
the fires. The con;.n:IJon 01 the PNP
waste 01 resources. the aItempted US
""s4/j!j...tion 01 kma;ca and press
In from !he lMF~ed in grNler
~- to get hold 01 bIlsic
lood ltemswas a major task. By 19 79
Ihe "de mo<: rat lc IOClahsu" had
brkkd..-xier!he lMF_

M.Wey·srUe showed how Jan'oalcf,'s
neo-ooIoniaI status aIooM!d;

W !he rr.u.e dIlsses to expand by
proo.;ding greater patronIlge and
more lobs lor !he boys";

lbI a ruing~ to groond and medi
IIle belY een the dasses lIS If they
.......... "broIh..rs" llnd

lei 1m ~k 10 IoIIlk more flashily and
crassly alx.U bringing "todalism"
withouI reYOlution.

AI the same time. hou.oever. theNling
classes found themse-lYes exposed.
showing hands grimy wtth rip-offs,
riches llnd betrayllls as never before .
No longer are they mere servants 01
capiWism (petit bourgeois compra
dorsI: they are now" national bour"
geo isie In tbetr own right oIInd
possibly. using the "Opec model". on
the international scene. Cernolnly the
JlImalelln Ietoden lind N1ing classes
are more then prepared to knile ClIch
other In the back lor a last buck, even
at the risk of new sub-Imperlalisl do
minance by the ''big" LaUn AmeTlcan
capitollllsls. On Febnery 9, 1989 MI-
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chzlel Manley, now a chastened social
democrat, again became premier.

In 1980 Edward ClAga 01 the JLP
became premier. In 1981 ClAga se
vemd diplomatic lies wIIh CuW.

Thme Is _ !han,.,mboIlc signific·
ance 10 the $\01',1 01 !he son 01a white
Jamaican .wing da!Ilo family who was
born in !he US. graduated fn:m Hisr
vard lInl nee Main·, Odonl) in !he
lale 1950's and mumed home 10
JamaIca 1060andw~IoIIOrI<
among !he pusanlS. ~ing
101< pradic:n such as obroh and mu
sical !raditions associated with !he
~ leligiOtl . He soon ITIO\III!d
to KingsKJn. WI upa smd r.........diiig
comparr,.o 10 doanwnt this culture,
then turned his aIIent10n 10 the music:
scene in !he We$!~on ghetton
and became one 01 Jamaica., ~
record pro<b:ert; This young music
entrepreneur wa.s none other tha t
CIAgo

When he entered polilics in 1959,
ClAga secured a corntltuency in one
01the toughest new ghettoes In West
Kingston with his musicalcredentials.
and introduced guns onto the street
along wllh systematic gangster-sty\e
violence10 fora! 1oyalty" amons this
angry and IIOlatUe 5«tion of the
popuIatlorI. He also pullo I~ use his
e¥Iier studyol peasant religious prac
tices and SUJlO!l"SIillons In his slogans
and political ,allies. ClAga is known
internationally f<,.. his mafiosa-sMe
seMces 10 !he US bcugeoisie-..tudl
has eontinualy~ for a
Iighler holdoIb"'backyard lake". He
...... p..tiidy der1culc.ed f<,.. nn-mg
glrIS lor the OA rota JamaIca in !he
late 1%0', .

Ammtan Ir'o:>ps regularly !rain in !he
hils 01 JamaIca, Anwrican naval ves
sels~e lor $plICe with Iul<ury
liners in Jamaica·s port$ and have
been on han:l in spades during j2SI
ele<:lioib.

It should be clear that to talk 01scien
tific socialism In the CaribbeM is no
small matter. What are the resources
01 land , labour . market . Irilde.
defence that are to be the basIs of
socialist pnxllJCllon? Alml! Cestere
could illmo!It despair when he de
scribed the Caribbean as IslMds thilt

"

are sca rs upon the
water Islands that are
evidence of wounds
aumbed Islands lorm·
~ Islands Islands that
are wasle paper 10m
up and strelm upon ,
!he water Is1arv;b that
are broke n blades
drMn no !he flaming
sword 01!he lUI t-

•Bul des!>"i , is un
necess4I'Y: an altema
tNe netwofII 01 social
relations is .Ill hand. ,
networI< of rel"tions
throug h which il
becomes possible to
advance !he malmal
a nd scxl.a l de~lop

men! 01 humanlly In a way and to a
dl-gret' precluded by capilillism.

To summa,i... Michael Theiwell"s
I"IO"l'I~ Horder They Come, Ivan.
a Kingslon "rude boy" (ghetto youth
in ilnd ilrOUnd the Jamaican music
scene) tries to IIlslt his lamlly's home
in the mountil;ns after sever,,1 years
01 living In the clly:

"Nol hing wos 10mJllo. ...&sh·oo.h
l ull l.l p eve' ywh""e. BUI.. .Dis
col.l lden the nghr ploce aIle. ol/?
Righr down der'll! should &II! ,he t in
roo/. You rmoon soybush·bush grow
up. COW" I' ? ..

Jhere wos no ft>idenu 01 the pas
J09II! 01 his 9"'""Otlonl. the oncn·
' on~ Inte/ljgll!tlCe. induslry
and . /CUl hod crNrfti a w ll_lfi
dII!n, homnrll!Od therll!. NonII!- a' all

•

His grardnother ..mo had raised IWn
up there had died wwra! yeiln eer
e ; his motheT was back 00..", in
KingsKJn workingat starvation payes
a~, hisuncleslWrelong
gonl! off thor land and had met their
i!l'lds aI ""'" the globe . One died In
Work! WlJr n Ilghllng for the British;
anather went to cut cane In CIlba and
WiIS never heard from again, another
was serving , III", sentence in the
Kingston pen itentiary for killing his
wlf", .

"Ah .houldo dId sta y an ' le/c coreol
de place, he l ho ught. The worSI

l

in.l.ll, tho' pII!Ople hoi was """,ring.
·CIIo. you noe- lrom nowhe .•...
He wonlfti 10 go g.tl a machete . to
Cl.l1 a path 10 the gro,," ond c/('(I '
rhe oosh awoy, Bul...who, de rooJ

Is de IIW... WI>ot 's rh" l ucken use?
He lelt empty, and Inghtened. l u,
rI/e. mIsera ble. and .....y a lone. He
would "'eoer. he .wore. come bock
e..... ,

He contlnUO'd down the road to the
lormer houw of Ma1Js' NlJttie the
man who had raised him ~ke a lather ,
and discovered tNl two ArnericM
IOurists had token ""'" the backyard
and IWre lazily IIT>OIting ganja and
sunbath ing . stlJ lk naked . Iva n
watched while one 0/ them tried to
milk , male goal, then jumped on his
mor~ In disgust 1Jnd sped ""'"
the ITlCUlt1Jins and through !he foot·
... choked with~e lbsl:. back
down 10 Kingston.

From thM nlCll.Wiot on. be retesed tc
look back. ard 'oOIith nothing to lose.
he shot oops and SlIng I\i§ """'Y to
fame and neeorWly. He was an Olf:

law, and a Ie.1rlo?» hero to tbose
bmg groond up In this I"III!W urban
"promised land" " a COiICi ete jungle
where !IOU couldn't even find a clean
glassol waler .1et alone a day., work.
It is In thor COIllext ol lvlJn 's story that
..... Ciln better appreciate what is eas
ily Tosb's ilnthem. "Get Up, Stand
Up":

HAnd now VOl.l see the /Ight
We gonna stand up lor a u' ng hts
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Come on
Get Up, stand up
Don't let them push you 'round
Sta nd up lor your rights
Brother
Get up, stand up
Be brcee now
Don't glue up the light
I w y
Gel up Stand up
Stand Up lor Yo ur Rights
Don 'l le l them hold you down
Get Up Stand Up
Don'l giue up the light"

(Marley;Tosh,1 978)

STEPPIN' RAZOR
...DANGEROUS

Sometime in the late 1950's transis
tor radios began to appear on the
streelsof Kingston, Jamaica . On clear
evenings when the wind was blowing
from the north. the thousands of
people who were then strnaming in
from the mountains coold pick up the
rhythm and blues (r&b) and early rock
'n roll of Fats Domino. Sam Cooke,
Brook Benton. the Drifters and Chuck
BerTY from US radio stations in near
by New Orleans and Miami.

yooth like Bob Marley, J immy ail/
and Peter Tosh. themselves recently
arrived from the COWltry to the shan
tytowns of West Kingston , tuned in.

So did the local mente music ians who
woukl soon merge their Jamaican,
sty\e calypso with the r&b sound.
along with strains of gospel. jazz ,
l<Itin riffs from nearby islands. and
the African rhythms of the Rasta
Burrudrummers, The new hybrid be
came ske-a speedy dance music with
a wicked back beat. The originattm
of this sound included the Skatallites,
made up of the cre<tm 01 Jamaica's
jazz men who had qrcwn tired 01
answering tourists ' requested for
'"Yellow Bird" and bestardtsed C<I!ypso
on the hotel circuit. Sl«I has been
described as a "very small connection
that's glowing red-ho t" between "two
extremely heavy cujtures" - Africa
and North America ,

For years ...ery little 01 this music was
allowed on Jamaican radio , but
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meamvhile it pulsed through the na
ticn as people danced to the ro lling
"sound systems" -trucks stacked with
monster speakers and manned by
manioc tleejays who waged a rowdy
war among themselves to be the first
to spin a new single. The sound sys.
terns were people's institutlons whern
the Rasta culture of res istance was
developed without restraint. Compe
tition among the legendary OJ's was
ferocious, 'loch one vying lo r the at
tention 01 the crowd who demanded
the hottest and newest releases Irom
the US.

When, in the early 1960's, this pop
music became slick and solt and could
not satisfy the demanding appetites
of Jamaican youth , OJ's like Coxsone
Dodd and Duke Reid opened recor
d ing studios, and produced ske. later
rock steady and finally reggae ,

These musicallorms challenged the
dominance of white American music
NeilSedaka , Doris Day, EMs Presley
that had hitherto been 50 relentle~y

plugged and marked a crucial break
with the sex and romance themes 01
this commercial white music. Despite
their element of spiritual deliverance,
the music of Rasta was pregnant with
social criticism,

Beginning in 1963 , an historic colla
boration took place in Coxsone's Stu'
dio One between the Skatallites and
the Wailers (including BOO Marley and
Peter Tash) who were one of the
expert harmony groups then spring
ing up in the government yards (hous
ing projects) among the toughest
you th in Kingston , The astonishing
music that issued fro m these sessions
would soon put the new generation
of rude boys like Ivan on the stage for
the first time .

Jail house keeps emply
Rudie gets healthy
Balon .ticks get shorter
Rudie gets taller
...Can 'l/ight against the wutlY
Cause It's wrong
Prediction
Them people a-going wild
Oem a rude rude people
What has been hidden
From the 'Wise ' and the polluted

Will be revealed

in lhe heat 01 the summer sun
Oh Rudie, be wise.... '

"J ailhouse (aka "Rudie"

TheWallers c .1965

Rarnly has a song so captured the
brooding and Insolent confidence of
youth coming of age In an uninhabit
able place which is itself "new", but
alreooy a virtual bomb-site. The rnu 
sJcal response at the end 01 each line
came like a threat and a sta tement of
fact- sung in the sweetest 01 har
monies.

One of Peter Tosh's earliest wo rks
"I'm the toughest" (cut o rigina lly to a
ska beat) virtua lly cencneed the
swagger of the Kingston rude boy In
the mid-i;O's. For the people, skawas
created bI) Black musicians and com
posed exclusively bI) poor Black mu
sicians.

This type of thing was not at all what
the local bourgeoisie hed in mind for
their "'post-Independence" Jamaican
culture , and all along the way they
tried to redirect it- with ClAga often
as pointman. At first the Skatalntes
were ridiculed for playing "bongo"
music , but as early as 1964, ClAga,
as Minister 01 Development, tried to
take over ska, introducing it at the
New York World's Fair with a hand
picked delegation of muslcians, pas
sing ove r the uni ve r sa lly
ocknowledged rude boy originattm.
These youth had already become
even morn outlawed because of their
association with Rastafarian musi·
cians who were neither respectable
nor willing to be hired thugs lor either
the PNP or the JLP gangs . The offi-
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d.lJ policy on these unruly "weds",
'K~I it before they grow.,: es one
f"mous song would put it .

But in the next f...... YI''''''. as ska
slowed down into the "toek ole"dy

~.-l fiNlo,oMQlnl:t 1967-68""9'
9<W. In. .... bec.Jme thoroogbly
dominated by the .00.. 00vs. The
I1IU!oic look <M-"r the~ ¥IE'"'
danen <'JOel~o>s. wlhng I1ug<>
nurnbom 01 singles. but "ntho> whi le
it ....."5 "Imosl complet..ly banned
Irom llu;> rol<'lio. T1lf:. MlioNl w llur..
.....as dl'finitely splilting into two. wilh
poI;le soci<>ty (10 say f>Olh ing of tho>
lourist bo.Jrd' l properly honilil'd a l
these rebels _aring tho>ir h",r in thick
""""y" dn>.adIocks (1ong. lh ick curis)

wI10 IWr\' .vso beginrling '0 gIlin a
btllo! not:orie1y inl""",,tionoJ,lIy as __.

Br-owwag through bns of oldT~
.r.glo>s. orw is 51n,.ock by /I COO l. ' .... '
gr<'lphic 11lO'mo,>-- " clmched fiol in seY

er'" \I;I';"'tions· wilh !abe{ IWTlE'S 10
lTloltch , The in~ 01 BLock Con
scillusrll'$s .....es dl'cidedlyurlforeign in
Kingston,

Wh ile reggd\' .like any muskal form.
h"s else produc<!d its sh<ore oIlfl'lip id
Ioue songs "nd boring pop rl"mIIko!s
throughout ils h iolory. wh"l is Sin king
is th<'JT Tho> bI'Sl r"9'}/ll' mrsieians!llnd
the pOIU", on this side of '""99"'"
history.are Bob M.ull'y. BoonyW.....
ilnd Pel... TWt) h"w aIw<'Jys con
side,ed llwnlSoi"lw's "-men ag;oinsl
B.tl:¥on", as tll.ey refer 10 tho> cop
prnsiw /lnd exploit/lt iw !YStem.
And lhe '!(lUnd of tbe music h"s from
lhe beginning a llrac led llw ea", of
l~nd, of youlh like Iva n who
know from tortuous experil'nce lhilt
the re is no going back TO "simpil' r
tim..s ,"

1983, P\'Ier Tosh CUlS /I wrsion of
Chuck &-rry's rock & roll dassic
"Johnny B Goocll'", the olory 01 /I
leisly co".my boy they eM" keep
down 01\ tho> f,arm. tIUs limo! ho>'s on
his WIlY to Moo•• 09 e r"99ll" still" in
Tho> city. The hft> is O'XUbl'r/llll . words
h.vdIy cl-lang.ed.~ the placn ...n
Ih e sou nd . There 's /I meM cing
rumbIo> bobbling up this timo! /lround
You he..r it in lho> chunk.1·chu n ka
rhythm end cascad ing bass line , ;n
lhow syn lhesi>ed kl'yboards thai

"

swoop down like " flock of ravens·
.-nd tn..... ·s th"l wild guil"r """il first
brought to ~fl' in tIw posI -8l'rry ere
by the "st.v "-Ys" 1Mng in some- far
flOrItw.>m dlies. most notably Jimi

"""""'.
1984: " ...." .......... in the " .... "irog
.-l the .... ""'" ;JSt:~ IIbc:Ml
llw W/I in Monlego 84v, Jamaic.<,. A
crowd 01 _ 41 lhousand Jamai
C<!IM. Amo.>ricans and o!SSOI1O'd inter'
Mhon/ll travene rs .....".e dS-wmbled
before the empty Slag<' " I lhe ",,,ler 's
edge. Th<>y had 51"'nt fOllr da ys atrhts
Wo rld Music FI'Sliv"l · the fina le
promiwd 10 be worth .....ailing f(W

Oreadlocl<O'd Jamllic_ began fTIOO,/'"

ing up towards rtw stag<> ch.lnling
"'e«her. tl'acher ,..w The musicians

look thnr pIaa>s. the grClOW "" WI .
.-l /I~ an:! fllil'liliM bantorw ""'9
OUI lrom backstag.. ,

"Sleppin 'razor!

&If.., WOlell yoo.lr s' ''p'
I"m dllng<"I"OUS. d<> ng<"rous.~

p..ler l osh s lrOOl' in. I'll'!Idnl a nd
menacing in white martial ern 9""r,
A roar _nl up , As he sta lkO'd lhe
ol"9l'. braOOishing " ctUWd scabbard.
light broke n a r"if'Ibow so..ddenIy
mIIt<'f'lllliM:I bl'hind hllTl, There lWI"e
ahs.~ n laughter . til' <?TIded
the song and WET1I into /I '''p,
" ""'" ., .-.gry Iectln 10 IhI' ......".,..
can <'JUfhomil's 10 ....rt playing more
r"99ll" on tho> radio. to Slop harasosing
the peoo p l.. lor smo king ga nja :
"EW1;'111T1l' I driw 1l'r1 yards &byIon
try Slopyou' Whill kind 01 ting is dal?
And in lhis lwl'nty hrst Cl'r11ury rll<'y
loc k you up for a spliH," As he moved
bac k into lhe music . the c rowd broki'
iruo /I sponta neous 'W e ...../lnl lhe
trulh .._ '''-'Imt the truth!" n.e loe1

<?TIded wilh " hypnotic !wl'nIy-minull'
rerdllOfl of -Gl'! up. stand up" Tn..
.... dancng bighlly oow ..'ith /I jlb
!ani crowd singing along WIth thnr
.,lhem.

Tosh ""'" ...aI-known 100" h is real·. !1'
'"ocity against lhe powers'lhM-be.
.-nd <lily leckess fl' pI'l'Sl'rllaTlWS 01
the <'IUlhoritieol (he used to "'Iring a
Ir1dCM le in lhe face 01 reporters he
didn ·l like . just!or lunl.

Wh<lT iTlIIdI' Tost. SO Ih'l'<'Jfming 10
SOrtll' P'/'O'Pl' .and §O immtl r;dy l'r1
TET1aIning 10 0Ihers.. _ his IT"Uloic
<'JOel ptrfor",ance. Whm ho> tool< 1Iw
Slq you calTll' lace to face wilh lhe
"a rroganl" Blackman who Il'IIIde no
"pologil's 10 tbe oppr <'S$Oi" : Oill' silt>'
ply cannot i"""9i"" Tash In a while
suit g rac iously >erving drinks pool.
sifk>'

In ''Glass tiouse" on MllmQ Af rika
Tosh reserwd the Goldm RuIl' la
loughmO'd up versionI lor r.....l ions
among the o.-\'Ihrl'n": "Harm no
man. Il't no man berm you.- BoA
thl'Te 's Ii.. ,d u s ridicule lor III tho>
"baldhe..ds" and "ghosts" 0I lhl' ........nd
...no think m..y'", ...Ie III"Id securl' in
therr ghllering glas.shouw E'"'pi....
"bJiIt on lies and iIbions· · whm all
the whill' " the lrulh is showtng" to
"those-who kl'\'P5;1 a-going" a nd who
mighl be gelling some ideas about
sh<olll'ting this house of gf.sss ..ilh
some _ U·pIoced SlOIII'S o f their QO,I.IIl ,

Tosh's ""St€ppin' R.uor" providoO'd lhe
backdrop 100" orw 01 til<'unlorgl'ltdble
~ in reggox cinl'TnII history.
the g.tthering 01 dre..ds from III COO"

T'd'tS of Kingston ... they f'ml:,ark on
., <lnIi·&byIon caper in the fml
Rockvs

Pt>Ter onee describO'd hlrTl$01ll ... "<>po

limiolic". This is USUil~ lhe smlimenl
either 01 blind pollyamlilS or peopIl'
who hcIw some >efLW o f wh.:Il tll<'y
a rl' up against and ere riSIng to meet
it Pel" clearly fen into the l.:!lte-r
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ClIlegoTy; there Is a charging high
spirit to h is music which seems
devoted 10 popping certain IUuslons
oflhe oppressed, As he 5<'lld In 1976:
"You see they have removed the
chains !rom off our feet and hands
and h<we pkIced them on our minds ,
so there are IlWlY things that wehaw
to unJeam In order to be free",

While Peter laboured o.nJer certain
ilSons 01 h is own. he remained,
I,rIliI his death, a milltanl seeker and
fighter for !he Blioc.k cause \IIhowo art
WllS aIIwys IlKlI'lhy of that cause .

Peter's music stands as IMng testa·
ment Ihat tbe Yankee 1mPl'ria/isls.
wid'I a11 1heir weI-wd plans and~
ol hegemony In the world. are sUI
constandy being beaI at Iheir own,...
O*ure from America, both~fs

heIphj to the oppr ed.-i~
dolty IIotlat S1·t. gets beamed 00Jl to
ill poi'1ls ol the empire and beyord,
with the hope 01 Sl" uu ..i",g sill ......
mi ded PJCIlflhanb 01 ewryIing Yan...
hstead, they\e been met with the
bIisl:ering reply 01 those theyOPP hS,

wt.o have more thon 0l'lCe trans
formed these so.n:Is Into rww art
Iorms- in the case oIl'e99M, creating
musir: as ...wned and h ospil i og as
rru;h 01theearly r&band rock 'n roI.
and even flm:er 10 match the lnten
sified heat of the teeming glvnon
ttwown up on this ooIonlled island,

Reggae music has inlih raled the
repertoire of Il'liIIiom 01 enemies 01
this world !ly§lem in ~tel'aIIy ~

part 01 the gIobe- from the bazaars of
Monxco to the remote deserts of
Mali to Japan to Poland- itself a phe
nomenon only possible in th is era of
imperialist development. whkh. loP"
sided as it Is, knits the world tighter
than ever before,

When regg<W gets carrled around the
planet to pI;Kes where there are only
benenes to power the re re tepe IV

corder. it Is bt¥Jnd doubt thaI a ven;
deep chord has been struck '!Imong
the masses.

No ernst of the stature of Peter Tush
could exist outslde the swirl o f con'
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tTO\leny. '!Ind '!Imong reggM f<ms and
cr1tlcs this extended to tempestuous
debete over h is style of muslc. The
ured bromkfe "gone commercial" got
trolled out here usually In reference
to Tash'sheblt of Incorpor(ltlng funk.
soca. blues, disco and~ rock
into his brand of reggM , \\/hlch some
condemned '!IS "'!I ba ndon ing the
roots" When this came out of the
rnouths of certain American ard Brit·
Ish pop cr1llcs rT1le music has lost its
simplicityand raw power thatwere its
most altroctM ~ityl, it sounded
like a sooIding lor overstepping the
boundsof some notion of"thirdworid
sensibillty-- end. rephrased. might
wei haw read 'VJh;,t's becoI Ill! 01OU"

noble SII"o'llge?'"

Fnl: of aI. It carl be categoncally
slllled that a Tash UlIocert was indeed
a riotous oelebi '!llion of Il'llISic from
arwn:l the globe, rcoeed in the King
ston SOU"ld. 1he texture was den5e .
the i!ImIIIlgeme> liS"' lhe tempo 1xlI.
1Jke ..".. artist IIIith Wion <>no:! curi0s
Ity In these tmes, Peter Tash inevit·
MlIy tieard many YOices, both from his
- roots" a nd from people singing

ar<u1d the world - and his IWslc
reflected this expelie:ioce and 0Mllved:
"~ long as Instnn>ents exist, they
IT'USI be used in 1Wslc. ard \oOJ IT'USI
b10w how to US/i! the Il'llISic so tMt it
doors noc dilute the I"Ods of your
music. seen?'"

It ....... Ita~ that deamd the
decks lor many true rnasterpieoes - as
welascomb.ted to Toslt"s \8Sl popt
Iriy inI~_ As Tosh's iIld
I/I'lCe broodened out. and had cxme to
IncWe !lOI'TIe people ....n.- idea of
Il>enlIlon di:I 001 l!ltIend nu:h pasI
, ega!lze it" lmarl~. TW1 was OK

cused by some of becallUog '\\/hit'"
....-.ed•. Apparer-dy thesedays it is the
f'!l te of any artist with sc:t'IletImlg pI'O'

fomd tosay tMt the min.rte they aea.te
art of su:h I.6lIversll~ and derth
thrlt ltaltriKls'!l lMge and COIlIr'<tdictor
audience. they will fece charges of
"treason" even (Md in some cases es
pedaIIy) from the very folks who <Ire

most dramatlc.ally represented in the
en , and have every reasoo to defend
such artists ,

For a ll h is ferocity Peter was also e
ven; funny and whimsical men.Jn one

evening, he might show up Oil stage
playing his fmnous gull.sr sh.sped like
an M-16, then disllppear.md '!I me
ment later ride In on a unlcyc\e, He
had '!I way of redesigning IIlXBbuIary,
sometimes patching in folk pl'OIIeTbs
and Biblical references to punch up
the real meaning 01 things for the
suIIerers: there 15 the "shltstozm" and
the "downpresson".

Mik..y Ch.ng rell... '""s: "Pe\er WilOS

very sponti1neous. Thngs ).III hap
po>ned. He IWrked best on stage wtth
no~. When we l etXll ded~

had to catch him !he lint tirJv~,

or you're late. Word So.n:l and~
with me and 9.r and Robbie and R0b
bie 40"0,we-... a wry tJi'.II bani II

sndobi!n:f sowe COoIk;I goon the road
and j.I5t jim, lifferen euery right. ThIs
_ the best \A8I - Peto!r _ real~
badl.,~ tryilg to~ us Ilu;ti
on stage, In the b.Is. IeIng $!Cries.
Those limes -... good."

PeIer used to keep tIrds ill tm homlI! In
Jamaica - sane -...'oWd 00'll!S thai tie
Iw:I ClIlI!tll by hard. And tie ....
knoo.o.n to Ilu;ti abcU: how one day tie
wWd~ !UfI'i'e people -1Ik.t the
tales td;j by Afn:an !IIM!:s llboU: the
ones wtth secret ......-.gs who a- to
heedor'L Andpeople~ say: 1.DoI<
ill thai Peter Tosh now - he's ~"

~er Tosh OOihCUstrllled to a loe of
people the WClf1hIeslIness ol llvingon
your knees - if~ hold your head 14l
ard look Bat¥on in the eye. you earl
ohen In<lke him blink. And while
there's no flying back to the past. the
h.wre and the whole work! beckons.
IF ALL THOSE STEPPIN'
RAZORS DECIDE TO COME
TOGETHER WE JUST MIGtfT
SOAR!!!

THE ROOT IS THERE

"You can cut dowrl lhe tree.
But you'D never,
You'Dnever !lUCceed.
Cause- The root Is there ,

And you cannot get rid of
All of l and I now....

-"'The Root Is There"
(M~hty DllImonds)

"



Bob Mo.Iey.

It may strike some revolutKln.l1les tl$
peculiar . or even unbe lievable. that
loOffie of the moSl rebellious people In
the cultur",1 erere on the pL.,net todlly
read the Bible for daily guidance "'00
regard tl now-dead despotic Ethlopl ·
en ruler .,.; Ie<oder MId holy man .

Th3r this is the C35l! reveals loOffie'

thing tlbout our moment in history:
the world ",t '" tretlCOOrous pol<;.$. the
way 1000000rd noI wry cletlr .. TTWlf1Y
reeds ofr~e Me ti2km.

The doctrine 0/ P<.'ln- Tosh _ lhe
Rastalan.m rebgion.

T he $\ISlem 0 1 ottl 'mig ration in
J"m"ica seeced 10 bmg new Ideas to
the soOety eod. by lhe turn 01 lhe
cenlury.~ _re lNming
more lIrld more aboul: the r"-tl~

0/ AfT\c.o)n Ie.tden 10 the poll1Jl ion 0/
Africa .

The el(pIoil$ 01 Sb3ka Zulu. !he
AbywnMn dde..l 01 lhe Itaham in
l 896 l1rld the rni5l<Jnce 01 King J.
.... of ()p:lbo to the Botish grabbed
the~tion of..-.l illSpired Black
peoopIe in Ja.maica

J. J. himself . lisen from ther~ 01
~ tradlon. had by 1873 driuen
~1II BotISh traders from C~·t",f.

'"central trading poio1l: in WO!$! AfrIc,a
By 1881 he had~"' conlrol o/

the klCTative trade in palm 011 ..-.l
th rellterwd British pkons 10 lJRleI( the
WO!$! African coasl lrom Llogos to the
Clmeroons, ........ was~imalely dI'-
fw ed only by Brilish treachery - the
o ff....01 a false pe.IIC(' trell ry lhorough
which he ..- trlckOO lIIlddeporled 10
Sf Vtneenl in lhe elI$lem c...nbbe.on

Ja JlI'$ $truggle beglln ao legend
throughoul lhe C,ribbellll. lind his
martial land malit""! e><pIoil$ .......e
celebraoled lind lrMlSlllilled in caolyp
00.

The defeet of the ltaol i.:ln~ in 1896 w""
also elched into popu\<lr c()n$C1ooJ&.
ness white people had I"'iled to 1lJb.
due one of the only Independent
African socielle$

That tbe independence 01 Ethiopia
should sland lI$ $\IlTIboi o f African
re ~I ~lao nc e wa s hard ly un ique to
JlImaicao . Eth io pianlsrn and lhe Inde·
pende nce of the Elhio pl.m Orthoool(

"

Church had 11$o rigln$ in occu
pied Azaon iao in the 1870 's
where Bl3ck pwpIe sel up
their own churches.

The Pan Africlln lsl call of "Af·
rictl for tbe Alrlcans" rang
from the ...mite highlands to
the gold mioes of Johannes
burg . One of those- who beerd
this ra llying call w.,.; Marcus
Garvey. onI! of the 126 ()()()
~ who between 1902
ao nd 19 19 e K a ped t he
drudgeTy and lIbysmaIly low
waoges in Jaolfl3\ca aond mi·
grllted 10 Brilaoin .

G.orwy organiM:I the lJrliwr·
sal Negro lmprouemenl Associ<>lion
(U NIAI in the US: the UNIA
c.m lemed lhe bonds of rad31 COD'

~ as I>r1 imporlant compo
IW'Ol 01dass~ , Gaorvey
MId the UNIAstood in direct conlron·
talion with c.ap;t.al . hence the M-gro
World was banned. UNlA'$~
rooming eoonomic enletp' i£s .......e
eca lOmic.aIIy salxllaged.lIrld Marcus
GaNeY " 'M In 'nc.arcn-aled .and
then dPponed from the US in 1921.

Garvey re turned 10 lhe J'O""rty
$lriCken wOo-ty lhat ...- J"m"ica
with a cal for the poor 10 stroggIe lIrld
lfft' the1, ....iws an:! et.arw-.eled or·
gantWd <JOPPO"oIIKlIl aond resislllnce
inlO lhe PoopIe'$ Political P./IItY. The
Party called lor w1f~I.and
for brO'aking with lhe f-mng~.

lion of ewrytong British.

To many worI<en.and faormers Gar
uey was a prophet. one of whose
imporlant prophecies concerned the
crowning 0/ ao Blirl King in Africa .
When in 1930~",Iaori. . 50rl 0/ Ras
Maokonnen of Harar . was crowned
Emperor of EtlUopi3. as Haile Selas
~. King of King~ and l.on::I of l.o«k.
Conquering lion of Judah. lhose for
whom the Bible held an lhe aonswers
conck.ded thal lhe Emperor waS Iile
.",IIy .and biblica lly King of Kings.

The crowning of Sel<l~ie ColOme es ao
.......lcome diversion from the conslanl
reminder of lhe white King George
end hi, wile whose portra its """re on
the walls 01all public buildings

The lusion 01 lhe BIble• .....twre lhe
works of Ja e p'lIowd in lhe
~ with the pIoit. of King Ja
..... lhe melllge of G.orwy and the
crowning ollhe Conq.Jenng lion of
lhe Tribe of .).Jdah was 10 prolo'ldo1 the
fraomework ior ao new de'dication . re
placing lhe whrIe god in heauen an:!
his white f<'pr......-.tdlM!'S in Buclung
ham Palace with II Black lung lIrld a
god held 10 haw been prophewd in
ee Book of IWuelat~ in .he New
Te.tarnenl .

Leonim:I HoweI. Archibald Dln<Iey
lIrld .beph Hibbert ........ lhe flf'if
Ra$lafaoriaon$. t-\oweU wao$ incarc·
eeered lor two yeaon lor seIrog Ilk·
tur<!$ of Se\as$ie . HoweI and Do..-tkley
.......e both Slh;o>quenlly !iO?I1Ienced to
impmonmenl in mentaol nsIl1ut~
for l heir con1inJing culluraol resS'
~.

This wM the colonial aomwn 10 the
Black~ 01 ~aof¥i .

To comJO-lnd lhe "inldniry". the men
began lo _ aor their hair like theM~
waorr\or$ of Eiost Alrictl aond ctliled
themso>l\oe$ locksmen or Nyamen. In
'" sociery where BLock women opent
hoours stra ightening their haIrwith hot
combs l!, yl>eoo') . where BLock girl.
.......e given while dolls and where
~hoolchiklren Instantly recreaoted II

while im<>ge when called upon to
d raw e picture . the Ilrst Rastaofaori.:lns
were branded as violent criminals
whose commune~ could be raided
wi1h Impunity In the se",rch for ganja

Workers through-out the Blaock world
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o pposed the fasc ist Invasion of
Abyssinia In 1935. The Rastafari
raised l\nk, wrote 10 newspapers
en:! CIlIed~ti1 r:P 10 (Ipp05e ....

dsm_ The E1hioplbn ruling class
IIJU9hl to mobilize this~ in
krNIIonaIlespOi ISe WI an orgMiso
lion ca lled the Ethiopian World
F~tlon.

E\Ildence of the callous neglect 01the
Ethiopian peasants led o".N...,. to
write In the Blackmon In 1936,
' Musso!lnl of Italy has corq.>ered
..... Se'Msie of Abyssinia, bo.c he
has not~ the Abyssinian$Of

~. The Emperor 01 AI:o;sWUa
.. ..ed himself to be~ by
pI8yrIg white, by tnrsting white acM<
SOI"S oV1d by relying on white~
ments tncb:Iing the white League of
Natioos....

Garvey foresaw tM t, il Sela""ie on his
retunl did 001 end theexploitation of
... own people, he IlIOO.IId be swepI
II-.; by Ihern: ' As 1M M ... can see
the Etr.....' OI ·smm oluse~ lsat

... end lor the present in Ethiopia .
Abyssinia must be saYed by the
Abo./MirIian youlh ." Forty years Ialer
the conIladiction 01 feeding meat to
lions whIlt people swwd culmlnated
ill the s1avemaster SeJ.usie·s owr
throw and thrust Ethiopia Into a long
class Jlruggle. ll was this type of fore
,;ght . deriYed from a revolutlooary
pe.speclhle, which led many Jamal
canJ to regard Garwy M a prophet ,
a pelspet."'tM: whose contnJed~
.-.ce Is eoAdt;,ud in thor \lII'Jrds 01 tlw
reggae group BurrWog Spear: "Mar
CIA c::;ar...ey·s words come to pass,
can't get no food to eat , can't get no
money to spend. ·

TIle Rastaf"rian mowment can be
compared to the movement of the
Jev,1sh people at the llme the Book
01~l$was written Ieclrco 60
MJ. This book of the New Testa-
menI, often quoted by R4stM, pre
cIctecl the deslruction 01 the Roman
Empirt and reflected the position 01
the Jewish people then - a people
sorely oppi : ed but In many ways
marginal to the Empire .

Slmllarly, the Itlstal"rtan movement
today to a signiflcant degree linds its
basis among sections of society that
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have been reduced to a largely ITI<Ir
gina! el<istenc:e by the workings of
ImperWism - particuI.<orly peasants
driwn off the land in JamaIca into the
cibes, or even into other ((IUl~
such as ImpefiaI Bmian Of the USA,
fnfing thn,lSelws in a de-!"'d or
serrV«dassed situation.

The development 01 the Ja~

Proletariat has been severely .tunted
by imperialism, confined largely to
miners and workers In the tourist
ird.Jstry Of government - many of
whom are ""Iolluell/ wel off . Both
the JLP and the PNP wen! strong in
the mir1eTs' trIions while Rastal"anan
ism grewuplllTlOOg the Iardess peas
ants forud to husrle in the dly.

RaSia groups spr~g up all ovoer
Jamaica : they had no clear central
inslitution. Thedemocrlltic and fl"e«
wheehng nature of the mooerrent
had the major doIliciency IMt~ll~

eiel e\ernenh coukl take on the physt
cal appearance of the brethren IlIhiIe
curying out acts o f intimidation
against the worbIg daslS.

In 1960, RonaJd Henry~ to
the hills and isslIed a cal for .JarrW.
CarlS to rise up aQillnst JLP/PNP
manipulation . A joint poIlce-military
operation brought this revolt to geiel.

In April 1963, Rastalartans Insisted
on their right to pass OWl" the land,

. in protest agaimt the segregation of
. the Jamalo:.m north coast . in the vi

olence thot ensued, eight people
were kiDed. lhe demoit.t,atllOn had
been orgIU1lsed by a group of young
men, fanner sI\.dents 01 Cornwall
College, one of the i1lO«! pro-British
schools both in terms of i1sCl.lTricl.iMn
and staff, who had totally rejected
their miseducalion .

The state 's NSporl5e was simple and
bruI<tI: on the morning of 10 April
1963 aI R.!st4f.vi in Jamaica were
made soJl;ect 10 MTeSI_ Ti'OOflS had
~ to shoot those who resisted .
These drac:oIeian Il"leIIS\ftS were rein
lorud by a hysterical PfeS$ campaign
on ganja, claiming that Its users were
prone to II\olence - a Cilmpalgn which
legitilTli:lted continuing police~ on
Rast"lari settlementsand the arrest of
hundreds of Jamaic"ns under the
dangerous drugs law. Brethrefl were

further humUj.}ted by being fo rced to
haYl! their locks shorn.

By 1960 Norm.n Maniey had com
m .Ji led the fin! report on Rastafari
- the first 01 molr1IJ drxI.ments ....tuch
soughl: to stereotype the peopIe's cui
ture as miIIenarlan and 'cuItisI'. This
approach appealed to those who had
been lobotomised by their Oxford Of

Cambridge miseducations.

This disparaging attitude was pro
foundly altered by the visit of Haile
Selassie to Jam.U:a in 1966. A bar
rage of 5lUdin p Oi . lOl:ii iQ the reIig
klus and metaphysical aspects 01
Rastafari I, ,. ,oed. YOWIg brethren
who di'dared 1 and I no ina poll
tncks' were encouraged lIlld religious
groups such as the Elhlopi<vl Ortho
<10K Church and the Twelve Trilles of
Israel became ' respectable organisa
tions"

lhe work of Rex Nettleford in MIr
ror. Mirror lIlld leonan::I Biunett In
TM RaslOforions has given the lead
to the crude interpmatlon 01 the In
thren as "elGIpisb", dn.g smokert
and rfMvalists, Of as 101 mil iQ some
deviant so.b-culture_

The response of J amaica's rul ing
class to Rastafartanism provides a
IIlv\d example 01the ad hoc sophisti
ca tion of neo-eolonlal politics In the
Caribbean. fn the earlydclys, the sta te
characterized them and treated them
as knstics and criminals. &l Itt first
panic it institIalonaIiz, bn.... .....l

and rrurdered Rastas. But then It
studiedthem, deansed the Rasta pub
lic Image and, with~ cullural
repcets. attempted to co-opt and """CIO

them. This <:erta.lnIy did not succeed
In subverting the emergence of the
ideology. but u has defin ite lydiverted
its development .

• The work of Walter Rodney in the
gullies 01 J.lmaic.a was a direct: con
tin..latlon of Marcus Geu-...ey's, bo.c
using the tools 01 historical"",te>ialisl
analysis _ Rod ney ta lked to a nd
grounded with the R4stM: he elud
dated , infonned and strengthened
the progressi\ll! content of Raslalari .

Alter allending the historic Black
Writers Confer('nce in Montreal dur
ing October 1968 , Rodney was

"



Rastafenantsm and ' eg9" e music
arose among people who were _II

Rasta's shar..-.g of Iinguislic~
and political conc" p1$ marks tbe
IimilS 01 II communily borded by a
particUar CClr'lU'pIUIllisation of "the
people. , The (Of'lfron la t..... in style
which hasdl'wloped where open sig
nification of dr"olIdOl'S6 I,anslarms the
'-""'CCeplabie a ttribute of Blackness
into a SOlIIU of collective strenglh
and inspira llon acts iSS a focal point
lor drl!ad and baldr.ead ebke.

it is criJ the ooew of ecoo lClO'Psm
which st.puIoln ...... the ' elallons 01
commod.ly production alone det....
mine c\as$ re lations. The S1ru:.J91e lor
hl'gl!MO<lY cannot: be reduced to
economistic detennin<ltions or uuJ·
garised to ref.... to solely cultural phe
i1Oml'1llI , and class anlllysis cannot be
rnlricted to those positioned In lhe
imll'H."dl"le prOCeYol!S of production.

Indeed, alJO'llJed gasras rnamtem that
all Black people arl! Rasta whe ther
lhey rea lilE' it o r not. pointing to
RMt"f"ria nlsm being a distinct ex
pressio n of thl! cont radiction be
!wftn Black people ard the power
bloc (Babylonj. Cl!Tl/l.inly. Rast<.fa
rilIni$m is an ""'henlic o ppressed
class Ideology. the prope'I1y of the
oppre!oSl!d .....-n 01 the ClIribbe..v!_
To prftlCCUPY orwwll wilh Rasta 's
no>gaiiw plIrado><n is 10 blind onnell
to the fa<:! thai ltwrl' _ no olner
wov lor an opprl'SWd ideology to
emerge among people \Iotlo -." left
10 il'nd lor themsrives lin:! l:UId theY
own ivetihood.

• •
I •

.,

._.

The struggles of BLrl people nMI
~ awe'" in an intenwly cultural
from~ the soctaI lormation In
which their dist inct politic.aI ba:lil......
are now rnanilnl has constructed the
.......... 01 poMics on gn:uw:l CIIIl'noha
do.wd by centuries 01 metropolit.vl
GlIpita1lSl de-wk.pl"ern, thereby de
nying them recognition as legilimllt"
politics . Blacks conduci a c lass
struggle In lind ' hroogh rac" . The Be
of rece and c Lios> caMOl be em pet
cally S<'pIIra tro , The c lass cberecter
o f Black s truggles is noI a result of the
fact thllt Blacks " ,,, predo!ni""nlly
prol"t llrilln , tho ug h th is is true.
Classes a re not sta llc o r contin uous
subjects o f hlstOl',l , they are made lind
remade in continual Slruggle ,

To ...., thol! RaSla flirl world view as
limited 10 some religiol..r!. proclivity is
to ignore tho> villlJlty of the culture in
Jamaica. in thl' eliSlEm CaribbeMt
ard In the rr>elropolit«I enes where
the children of Black immigrMtlS Me
a1\erwted fn:wn the Sl!TViIe cuIturl' of
C(ln$Ullplion.

From Fan de Franc" to Paris.
fro m Kingston to Btbton,
Afro-Carlbbean youth , a1ie"
nated and o pprnwd by the
racism omd imperialism of so
cieties that bred lhe Naris.
don the red. gold and greffi

as the symboik: identification
with R.utala rl.

Raslas ere unued in their
need to~ ltwir own cui- ,
1Un!'. Itwir own Black dignity.
A!; Arnikar Cball.aill . "1lw •
...... oIcUt.."asanelen>enl ~_~
01 resisWn«' to lorl'ign dorrW- <-. ....
natioo Iil!s in the fact th"t Hoi'" Selossll!'.
culh.ft is the vigor<:ll6 mMli
Il!!ol.>tion 00 lhe Ideological
plane 01 the physicolII and histone..!
realily 01 tl\al socil>Iy tlla t is domt
I"IIIted or to be domin<lled Culture is
~ the Innl of a pt'Ople·s
history and a oot"nninanl of history.
by the positive lind I1ol!9"IIve innUl!OCl!
it <'Xl'T1S on thl' l!'YO!utlon of relation·
ships between man and his environ
ment. among men or g rou ps 01 men
within a sociely, as _II as differing
societies. (from "Nlitional Uberlltion
lind Culture" In Rel um 10 ,""Source
New York . 19721.

In Grl!l'1<lda 0'0'l!T 400 Rasta """,rl! in
voIYl!d in the Pl!ople 's U bera tion
Army of lhe Nlw Jewel Mowment
which owrthrew the Ene Gail)' dxta
tcrshtp . lmpeneltsm sought to mOOi·
Ill e bock"""rd elements using Raslll
under Ras Nnll

barred from returning to Jamaica by
the Sheare r regime: Michael Manley
of tho> PNP nE'VI!T ra iwd a munnur
0VIeT th is ben N>d (lOCI! In poo.wr, he
"""intaino'd it ,

In 19 75 thl! DonwlicolIn leolIdl!nhip
~ a law <!'Iltllbng l!WTY dlia'n to
WlOl on sight ""'II suspo'Cted Drl!dds
foo,m 00 ttwir prope'ly, Des" . :..:!
Troo.... _ lroamed and given a death
'l!Nencl! lor rrourdon'lg a whitl! lour
ist : TroIt.... was the leader of the

"'-"

The big-tirr'll! twrb deall!rs im~ed
gum N>d supplied them to 51:.-1
gangs (known es-po ssessl. A culturl!
of vtoIl!o ICI! in nwnIiai contradiction
to Rastafari _ uwd as a politlcal
tool as _ the sysIernatic inlJoduc·
lion of h.vd drugs into Jamaica ,

No! criJhas this~ (Of'l!rib.>
lion rnado! certain brol<en I!len>ents in
the population 4CI in """'In morl! """'
pe1"atl! ways. iI has opened up the
regg.w ~l!nl! to manipulation by in
tem"tionoJll 9""9'1.... mgs ...no both
cokll! with and compe1l! lor control
of the wb rosa n\IIrkl!! WIth \Iilllious
~ intl!l'lllltionally ,

De5pitl! this, by tho> mid·19 70 '$ Rasia
had bl!oorrw in many ways tho> culture
0/ the masse$ E""-")Idaychurch-goers
spolle 01the libera tion of Africa and
denounced tho>l!aling of the pig. Res
tafari taught the peopll! about Ita l
lood , cond"",nlng the high lewis of
chemicals used In food procoosslng
and promollng wlf-wfficiency.

R.uta challenged thol! coIour·d ass gra
dations of the $OCiai hierarchy and
o ppowd thl! d islinc tion between
town lind counl ry . 11 $p rl!ad
throughoul the l!aSlEm ColIribbe.!on:
the Drl!olId!. 01 Domlrlic.oll ......... a Yari

<tnt of Rasta which. weI! il l!fTlel'9'!d
aft.... $NssW'$ tal /rom power. did
rlOI: haw 10 deal with the Ml.>e 01 his
dl!ificollhon.
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"ware thilt they were suflering from
the blows 01 " very long stick, but
doubted thilt this monster couk! be
W<en down by the forces 01this work!
&one, It e11 surfaced on a cusp 01
history - " time in J....""'ic<I when, " s
e ToistOYIln cbarecter once put it,
o evefYlhing has been tumed upside
down and is only just taking shape

~in"

leo Tolstoy, the novelist, wrote dur
ing Iln earlier upheilVa1 in peasant life
- in Russia tn the late 1800's, On his
death V.l. Lenin commented, "His
beared. passionate and often ruth
\essIy sharp protest against the state
and the official church that was in
alliance with the pol ice conveys the
sentiments of the primitive !",,,sant
democratic masses among whom
centuries 01 serfdom , official tyranny
and robbery, " nd of church Jesuitism,
deception "nd chiC<lnery had piled up
mountains of anger and ha tred ."

"By stlIiying the liteTdry works 01 To~
sIC1)P the Russen workingclass willleam
ta known ilS enemies better, but in
examining the dOClrine ol Tolstoy, the
whole Russian people will haw to lV

derslilfl:! where their mvn \vedI<ness
lies, the weakness which did not anCAA'
them ta C<lrry the C<luse 01 their eman
cipation to its ooncUsion. This must be
understood in order to go forward."

Peter Tosh and other great reggae
musicians haw also created startling
ly beautiful art which rages against
lour hundred (400) years 01 slavery
and the draconian new order of the
neo-colonial US master and the ir
dogs in J a"",iC<l . At the same time,
their doctrine, like Tolstoy's, holds
tight to and ev<!n resurrects certain
tr"ditia ns "nd mystic "l tr"ppings
from the past in an attempt to explain
arid do battle against the savage as
saults of this modem work!.

This contrad ictory IXlsition leads the
fuls!<ls on the one h"nd to throw out
the basic Christian pie-in-the-sky
vAlen-you~ie routine , while demand
ing and fighting lor Black redemption
here on earth (an advance, too, over
Tolstoy's ultimate goal 01 transcend
Ingthe horrors olthe meterel worldl·
The anthem ringing in th is new
creed, by Tosh and Marley, today
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stands with perhaps a handful 01
songs which have been taken as their
own by rebels around the world and
stands as ample warning not to
underestimate the degree 01political
translormation represented by Rasta
f"rianism ,

"Mos t people Inink tnat great good
will Come f rom Ine skies
Take away euerytning. and make
e verybody Jeel nlgn.
But iJ you know wnat liJe is wortn
You will look Jar yours on earth,
And now we see lne IIgnt
We 're gonna stand up Jar o ur
rigllts,"

-rc« Up, Stand Up'"
(1 978)

Rastelartarusm had no p<ltience with
Christian promises 01 the good life
when you're dead and gone. If the
times were '"dread", the possibility of
overthrowing the whole order was
also alive in the world, il presently out
of reach, The deni"l of God flowing
from the belief that "God is l and Iand
h"s always been'" are the kindling of
the process in which : 'The criticism
01 heaven turns into the criticism of
e"rth. the criticism of religion inlo the
criticism of law, and the criticism of
theology into the criticism 01 politics."
(Jerry Hirsch T o "unfrock the Char
lerans'" Saga Race Relations A b
stracls Volume 6 Number 2. 1981 )

Taking the circumstances 01 the
1930's with the complete blocking of
socialist thought from the colonies.
R"staf"rianism is a profound and for'
ward -looking response to the sick
ness of colonialism.

In the established C hristian churches
God the Father is white . God the Son
J esus- is white, the angelswere white ,
the Holy Ghos t was white· and Lu
dfer , of course, WdS black. being the
embodiment of evil

Those who preoched the divinity of
Ras Tafari were rejecting the link
between Christianity and whiteness,
" nd were inexorably breaking with
the philistine white West Indian so
ciety, thus linking their culturaf and
spiritUil! roots with Ethiopia and Afri
c". As a first step, this w"s un·
doubtedly progressive.

African m.ditions do not recognize
the seperenoe of politics lrom othe r
spheres 01 life, Annand Mattela rl ,
quoted by Jon Frappier in 'Chase
goes to Harlem: linancing black C<lpi·
talism' Montnly Review (Volume 28,
Number 11 : 1977}, reminds us tha t:
'"Acquiring and dev<!ioping class con
sciousness does not mean obligatory
boredom. It is a question oltranslor
ming whilt used to be used exclusively
lor pleasure and feisure into" mwns
of instruction."

The negative p<lradox "bout Rastaf"ri
lies in the lac t tha t using the past to
overturn the present can mire one in
the swamps of '"anciency'". RdSt"f,,
nemsmis bound to rely on mysticism
and no n-sctanntrc exp lanations
which blind one's origin and to some
degree one's des tiny to a Creator and
his emissaries on the planet earth .

Rastafari culture remains, however,
"n indelible link between the resist
ance of the Maroons. the Pan-Afri
canist appeaf of Marcus Garvey , the
materi"list "nd historical analysis of
Walter Rodney and the de fiance of
reggae , The cultural res istance o f
Rasia remains an integral part of the
struggfe against imperialism "nd
commodity fetishism, which attempts
to reduce human beings to zombies.

I'M THE TOUGHEST

In the chorus 0/ "' Maga Dog'". Tosh
makes a powerfuf statement On the
folly of not kicking an enemy when
he·s do......n :

"You sor ry Jar Mag<:> Dog!
H im turn round bile you
You jump out rhe Jrying pon, you
know.
You jump in lne Ji re, yean..."

But the lyrics of the same song pack
" react ionary diatribe on a p<lrticular
"enemy" - a woman and her "ways".

It is on the Woman Question that the
negative and positive aspects of ele
ments within Restafar! culture
emerge most sharply. The Rastafa
rians generally uphold peasant cus
toms regMding the woman as
chiklbearer and~ient mate .



In KingslOl1 , lessthon a qUo!lrter of tho.
motho." are legally manied, but
poe snsare soint..me intheglwtto
!hac a whole wcaboM'Y has sprong
up to de ....... ibe the InO$I ...... '1011
f...... relations , "baby-molher" (II"

~lather" ~mng 10 the JW"enI ,
And ((llllRI"So!Ition ~ .nered with ex'
ple u iJlII' hke "'He bred hl!r," "'He
control hl!r" "'He rule hl!r," to de ·
scribe "normal" love re lations ,

To be sure , R3sla mm were tho. lint
to denounce Iryheod womm and
thow aspE'Cls of apilaUSl soc irty
which led to the a1ienoJlion and ..elf.
hatred fA Black MlIl'Wfl. M.wJy RasIa
~ and sisleR 91'..... up in the
hikwhere the expIoiIsand Ie....,'IIup
of Nan'o,o, Hamet Tubman. Ange&.1
D40Iis ard Jo.ina MacheI are retokl ,

Thew brethren denouno;e the Anglo
American culture which glorifies ..." ,
violence and the insecurity of those
who make sex a commodity. As Black
mm. the brethren ......e the childre'n
01 those whose ITIOlherJ had suffered
sewaI .0-. they urderstood !hac
sewaI weldon WillI' an nsentiaI .......
mmt 01 the social relat ions bel\ioun
mfiET'S ard sI.wes

RMtalarianism "honotn" the \IoOITIarl

M a "q.Jee'n" but anempls to maintain
male hegemony in the household,
To quote Tosh: "Don 't corne tell me
say you are equal to me cause irs
inlpossit*! W1~ you .......... two se«ls
and a woOO... A WOIT>arI keq>s the
house dean. make the Iood nice ard
(10 thew things a .....:JI\'\oJfl must (10,

SH-n. au: it 's how the won:! malin it
today, myde... in trns lWSlem herms
phere , M lI"lislET'S 01 these shitslems
design it that the woman see fler!,elf
as the dominant figure , Ewrylime
seen." The man have 10 swear blind
that he wilf have to do such and
'SUCh ... W1t~ death (10 us part .. . SH
when you talkabout the Rast.vnan. it
~ Iilw going in the~ and seer.g
the ion. The ion ~ tho. king 01 the
~. AI other animals ;are onder
him. W.... it ~ hke~ the Rasl.J.
man. the king 01 man. And an you
imagine the king 01 man must haw
one finle piece 01 woman ,"

The Jamaican state. with its Bureau
of Women Affairs unde r the Prime

..

Minister 's Office , discussed woman
as an undifferentiated mass. without
cLus differences. Sister Beverley
(Manley's wile) was eIewoted as the
\eader fA 8ladt women in Jamaic.a
when slw and her class employ pool"

BIado; MlIl'Wfl as houw SO'T\WlIS

MiddIe-dllss feminist slogans and
generafisations about tho. Rasta do
001 touch the fives of thew Black
working class women who hdve 10 be
liberated Irom thed~ of car
rying wdter on their heads. who have
to lend lor t~~hs. whow "'baby
lather" is a migr....t labourer

au: the barbooric \egacy0I1~
........,"'. in Tosto·s words. ilicked up
with Old T~ dicta ard en
shrined as part 01 the "Afne.... tradi
tion", represents the opposite of a
"righte ous rebeflio n" against th..
'W..stem Ministers and in fact can
only help to keep them in power ,

While it would be completely wrong
to conluw Tosto and other Rastas
with the '«II maya dogs. Raswnen
need to be liberated from the ITllflho
logy abo.C women iIT'd the wstiges 01
ineq..IiIIitift in the family ,

1h<' byl.antine sentiments ""pressed
by Tosto and OIho!r Rastamm 011 the
Women QuesHon need to go uro:ieT
the wrecking ban in order to go for·
ward.

This "weakness" a mong the o~

pres.wd onceagarounderlron M.t.-x·s
oorrmmI:"E"""YIhing thai exisls has
this mu.:tl worth. thai ~ .... perish ."

BURY THE SHITSTEM
1h<' Jamaican 1eft" a.-.:l right are
popularly oonsidered to be liml[..d [0
pedagogic "do-gcxxk>n" or US lackey
dictaton. both 01 wh:;m enlorce reo
CXlloniaI nk ,Jtimatety lhrot.o:Ih terror .

It is in tha (OfIIexI !hal po'C)pIe haw
been forced to 1001< elsewhere lor
....... radical spol<espen:nI and u1ti
mately lor real n!'o'OkJIionary '-ie1-
ship.

Tash and other reggae musicians
were "recruited" to fin tho> IlaCUllTTl .
and their IIOIl9s . pe ricrmerces. inter-

W!'WS. ard INn are OCTUIiniM:I by the
people as though they _ re the
.....:wI<.s 01 politICal leaders.

This has made for headaches an
afOund.

While of WUfSe all art has political
conlent . and allartrst ~ ob;ectiYely rep
rewnl: different dassnon st.Joge - and
artists of the cabtft of Tash repre
wnted quill' a fieru section of the
masses intemationaly - this st. begs
tlw~ion.

In order 10 1uy the shit5l""'" the
peope need ~iona'Y leadership
which artists (v.tJo haveanotho!r job to
dol can ............ wholly or mainly pro
vide, ArtiSls as artlslSare simply not
eqJipped to Iedd the rlMllutionary
mow momt. The der'nard that theydo
so only wld.... ..in Oi'S the pllJl'k'iS by
..toich aetuaI~ Ieadefship
i~ developed . and simultaneously
drag. dc:MI1 t~ art 10 the IewI of
to'douo pedagogy: peope need real
~ and agitation 011 the po!
itical problems of the world . and In
stead 9<" an article set to mJsic,

Art fullins a different human require·
mmt from politicaleducation, Marley
pul it best : ""Thew songs. people W1.
defsIand them. or they C'J'1rtfl !can't,I
onderstand them, but ya hiove fe sing
them~ the same, What the people
wanI is the ",",,,t in. mon:
In Jamaica. howooYer , the situation is
further complicated by the fact tha t
many regg.... musicians a re also
Iool<ed upon as splrll" al guardians .
and their art as spr..ading the mess·
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/IQ<! o/ "Jah" to poople casl out of their
AfricM homeland. Tosh, '"The sin·
gers .-.d players of Instruments are
the onIv lJUe prophets In this time".

This~of COfllr~_

epitomized by Tosh when. after Ihe
Uprising of WesI. Indi<v\$ and plR<s

'in Brtdon, Fngllmd In 1981 . SOffiI'

~ fool of a music critic asked him
if he thought his rnuslc "encouraged
violence with its mllit~ml image".
Tosh shouled beck. "M~itant? Me
don't)oirllhe army. I'm missionary.
I10l a military. When you're talking
/IbouI military you're MSOdamg me
with 9'.¥l5 and missiIn and too..e
kinda things- .. when you cal me . you
lTIU5l say missionary. 'cause I dellll
with righteousness."

This i$ no plea. for P'Clfism: Tosh i$

simply laying claim to being a teacher
and prei'Cher who believes that the
ITI(M!l1Wnt that will "bwy the shit
slem" i$ a spirituilI one, "No politician
can slop the prophecy. they ll1I die~
78"

The coob<dctioll CUll both WllIJS·
Urder pre:w.n to "lead a rnc:Men>enl"

or alle¥l: to be "more" than an artist.
Tosh and otheT reggae Il'lI.ISician!o
have nonetheless cru led soaring
wor\<.s 0/ art .

I-Ioo.oi can this be? Pari of the enswer
Iie:s III the fact that the very SlrMngs
of Ihesoe musicians for something bet
ter tl'wl more ackee and~
!'law had the effect of lilting the nusIc
oU: of the boring and depressing i
!any of C(lITlplaints and "e>tpW>a
Ilons- ec typicllII of "prolest m.sic

~~~.MMs~.~
rnusio; represents a rejection of this
degraded brand of 011 an::! the ceo
temptible welfare wo rke r politics
which IIlform II. Tosh, 'They know I
don't support poIitrtcks end !J3ITle'.
beullse I haw bigger aims. hopn
and aspiralions."

But If Ihe sights 01 many reggae nu
sidans go bo¥n:I the "fussing and
fJglltillg" of Jemaican~ poll
1idIlng. they stiIl large!y figure in the
dass struggle there eMctIy because
they command betaillons among the
masses Oll the oosis of their political
and spiritual authority.
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Reggae musicians are ca'-'9ht In the
we'sawing grlp of a rulingclass which
must try to ¥5Odale itse lf with the
Rasta lTlCJ'o'erIleTI.em~ only
ils. ....lionaItotJc aspects. bl1~
neousIy lTlUIl try to co--opI Of annihi
late its most radical e>tpressions,
p" rt icularly as the socie ty gets
stretched to lIsecooornic: and pol itical
bruiting point .

The internallonal press and even the
InterTliltional music press does not
uswlJy find lhe harassment, deten
tions. 00nnings of nusIc or outright
rnmier of reggae ml-lSoici.lns "news
worthy". As Bob Marley said In 1972:
"These th ings a re huvle r than
anyone can undent¥d. F"I'opIe that
are not invoM!d don't know I .. :

The ruling class hypocrttlcally claims
artists like Marley and Tosh as "",,
ttonal treasures" but their only hope
in doing this Is to reduce these artists
and their powerluI me l'~ ges to mere
Icons and to protect themseIws lrom
the wrath 01 the masses lor their role
in snuffing thew Mtisl$ Ol-t .

RISE UP. FAi l EN
RGHITIlS
... . rise up fa ll..n f ighte rs
unfelle r the srars
dance wlrh rhe universe
& m ok'l' II a....
oh. moke II/ mab il ours
oil, moke tl/mah il ours...•

- Ntoulul Shange
"'From Okra to Go-eens"

Tosh 's Equal Rtghu aftun «MIl"

IlII')'Iy depicts thai the spirit ct tbose
who refuse to back down simply can
not be suppressed : it de picts a Tosh
profile in rude boy welder glasses,
repeated OWl' end owr.

&:k in 1976, Tosh put II this IlIaY'
"So aD o ' my tune dem is just reality.
If is not me leel I Is me bredda- a feel
I . And I am my \:Iredd(l. ', ke'I'peT. Me
'lM! Ie think Ie whole hup 0' thou
sards 0 ' people. So when you see I
mek a tune . man. is just action and
reaction . Reality".

Closing tM book on reggae music is

manifestly absurd. G. Piekhanov,
when he was slID a Marxlsl , com
momled in 1898, "A giYen !Tend in"'"
!MY rem.m withoo.d: arr,I remarkable
expt . " I if an unfaYCU"ablecombi
naIionof~carrie5~.

one after aoother, sewraI lalented
people who might haw given I e>t.
pression. But the premature death of
such talented people can prewnI the
arilslic expression of this trend onJy If
it Is 100 shallow to produce new tal
ent. However, the depth of any given
trend In literature and art Is deter
mined by lis importance for the class
or stratum whose tastes it ex.,iit M .

and by the soda! role played by that
dass or SlRItum; here too, in the 1¥l:
analysis, ewrything depeld> upon
the course 01 soc:IaI de\ eIopr I lei " and
on the relation of sodaI lorws", illw
Rol.. of the Ind!uid li<Jl in H istory)

It Is a sure bet that Tash and the rest
of the reggae greats. the "creation
rockers- will find their way IIllo the
hearb and Cd$5/IIt'I' players of the
Iwans of Azanla and the wor'd. righl:
on through Io...twn !he "rlgtlt tlme"
really does corrw, and.....hen _ can
give meaning to the lyrics of 'Wtwrt
you gonniI n,al" :

"Wh«r.. J,oOtI gonl1<l ru'l!Where VOll
9Onno hide?
Who \K>u try ing to seek? Whal \K>u
rryin to find?
W.. 're 011 in rhls roce, e uerybodl/.
.ryjng fa keep lhe pou
You con ', g'I" <1_1/. lhere Is no
ncope. "

The power of Tosh's rnasic Bows In
the linaI analysis from the 1Rler
standing that lher'I' is no painless
TTlO\.'l!ment forward. and no w~ oul
eithe r - not In some mythical afterlife.
no! in phoney prom""s offered up by
"Babylon- to keep us shuffling in
deadly confuslon. and not ewn In
Afrika - Peter a/ways paid triWle 10
!he African strugg\'I' (witness "'FIght
ApartheiO) but Ile'\O'I'I' called upon
BIaeks to n!1r1!1llr 10Afrika.

The spirit 01 Tash wiI walk Into the
future, the Azanlan people and their
aBies 00 this plene! will see to that .
We have ""'lJI"k to do bury this shit
stem, and we will do II. •

..



SACOS vs NSC
by Mncedisi Mbilini

AIl. ~ I".. .....,dllt on Robben Wand, Mradiol MtAllllm/lld 115
R" 01.- ' forAlAPO kl IN~Cape /WId BordeI'betw=. 1984-1986.
...... ca••• a.... s.ailtaiy 01 .... Advk:e Ccnba A ....hl _ *» olthe
&P' ... III-. Rugby Foo'W Cub. • s.u ... ;.::: " the Pi ! "'ill a11he
......... 5, UNon-.dtheSai"Y'aIIheBCMtQo "'*-~

6---
•

There hils been a peece MdI wilhin the
rar"<s 01 the SOUTH AFRICAN COUN
en... ON SParr (Sacos "'"'" lan:led i1
1Mban dri-lJ MardI 1973), which hils
long~ !he~ 01 ben; the
"5pCKIS wi1g0l the~ rnoo.enent."
Th! r<MJIl Iw; been~ l.,.
thosewithinSacos""OO~ lheirJ=drtl:al
allegiin:e to the Uniloo Dem:x:ralic
FnTt{LU)ard Iw;fI'Sdloo 11 !he~
phenornencn 01 many Sacos olIiciaIs
t.oIdr9<La! ,,.eo ,b",J op- both 10 Soco5
and the UDF~rdined Naticrol Sports
Ca"gess lNSCl,

Self"Proclamed S ub-Comm lttee

The~ cl the Western Cape
Inwrn OJrrmitteeol!he NSC. Ng:xni;!
Bal!ClJI" (\ilio also happon<; to be the
Vl:e-Presidert 01 the Western J>r-o.oiool
OurlonSpOO (VJep:oslmartains1hal
the NSC 'bas ............. been likeasUxom
mittee 01 Seccs." \Sooth Septerrber 14
" 20, 198~ While i1sista'lg that Secos
nu;t ~ itsel to the lDF, BaIIour
~ !hal the NSC "wiIl never Wn nc;r

exdde~ fnxn the oppressed
J1"oII5:5eS, i" espectiue oI lheir affilation or
~.•
8tJ ~ClJI" wiel:ls a big strl< agIDsl:
Secos. 10:> '11 they abirdoo us ard we
tIiM! no oplm W 10 go on ar """'"we
wiI ""'" the~ 01 Seccs sport.
speople with us." The NSC is a seI'-pro
dDned "extension 01 Secos" aIDed at
penetralD;j "the teMn;hips- and~
"cedes there no the fokl 01 Sacos:
eIaOOr<ll.s the ANC. !The New AJliron
24 Apil l989)

Th! orIy dfferero::es I:le\u.wn the NSC
and Secos .....tw;h tIiM! hitherto !UIaced
fel.dI.e III"OlO"Id Secos's stala:l id>J 01
~ and the apJ:lication cl
its O<:JJ* Stardan:ls Rerlfu1.

"

Double Standards Resolution

The O::dk 5tYrlards ReriJ:icl1 Wil'i

fir.;t rroJX:>S0d i1 April 1977. At Sacoo;"s
third 8GM ill tho! MtBim As:senti,I J-W
in Cape TOMlOfl \ ·2 Seperrber 1979.
an addendm \AAlS lT0de to this Resc*>
Ibn. The I:loU* SIardaId<; ResOO..oon
Wlds as folcMsc

"1'10 rneni>er of Saco!; !hal i1 arP,I WlN
C<lIl:lone. erxDlIage. losler or ida:aIe
raciali!rn a discrTnillillion It N1i Iorm
and roo~ ilf60Ciated wth Sacos
or ilS~shtI i1 (lflOj ........ mndone.
enxuage. foster or aOJocate.~
01 cIisoirnioaOOn i1 """ WlN whdlsoeo.er.
arw:l lor the peposes of this <:Wse. the
partrip1Ilioo i1. associalia'l with or sup

pco1 01 "" f()1'tT"6 of g<M!ITTI1eI'lt bcdes
desiglOld to enlrm:;h and/or prornoIe

the ""Jl"I'Ileness of people "" bo<ks
9.lCh as thO' 0ku00 Persals" Repre
sentalM! C<:ud, the So.rth Ahic.irI In
<1m CaniI. Local Mfairs Corrrnttees.
Community C<x.incils, Management
Carmit1ee5 and the l~. or any !UU'S"

sees tbereo.5haIl be deemed to mndone
or eno::uage cr !osler or ""'-o:ate 
fiICiaIBn and disCI " lI ldlion."

Ina paper enlitled "'Doo..tk~: A
New Dim..-.sKJn· (Block Srudenls So
clely Sp;.rr$ Special: May 1981 : BSS
(Uliwr>ily ol NatIlIl'D.aban». Regn.Id
FekIDan dassiIies ''1m merr~' talgelted
by Seccs as

fal the known colla bora tors who had
built up re<:ord. of opportunism
over the years In the fields of
sports and pol;lics .

(b) unfortunate people who 'SUfferl'd
from the slave menl<llily and be·
lieved in wh ite superiority and
non·white (sic!) inferiority.

(c) soc ial and poli tical parasites who

enjoyed white status in one see
son only to relum 10 Ihe non
raci<ll fokl the nexl where they
would enjoy Ihe meagre facilities
that had been bilterly fought for
l.,. the commilted,

1d) out-and-001 rascals who b1a\(lnlly
advanced Iheir c" reers and filled
therr pockets by encour"ging
mulli·""tionalism and promoting
and perpetualing il (3~

The si:}1ificance ofue D<:o.tk~
Rerlfun for Feklrrnn is that ."the com
mtmenIlo ron-raciaNn'" bocilme "a for
mal,written ooeand the~of
the <htie~ clause i1 !he con
sliluticr1 ofron-ntdal5pCKIS Ixxiesmeant
thai rKlO-f1ICiaIism had n::w. as t were,
become law i1 rnHOCi/lI sporISl::Jo<ies. rt
become lnJyconsttutional which thedc
lionary deflOeS as 'in accordance with,
acting order, a atdn:1 l.,., the M
dvneru<lIlaws g<M'TTlng" stlte , nati<::n,
socieIyaodler~grwp, 'lOClI'OO
from. a 0:> Ilr~bi, such laws.~ l3-41

There is roodob: thai: the D<:o.tk Stand
ards Resoh m I1cWes a wry hd\b.;
corTITli1menl to anti--coIlilbolion eod
bes .moo in lrI1IirllairnJ Soco5 on a
r~ <'I-m keel ,Secos hilsdone pm.
eem:.. .....,.x i1 the field 01 the sp:xIS

struDe <nl in the IsdaOOn CiKnplign
and itsefforts and rontrb.rtion cen never
be disregaIded or rronmz..::I.

S portsapartheld

In 1981 DrJa.> V"""""lMl AZAFU's
SeaeIaly for Sp:xt,~ a !»P"" at
iWl AZAFU Caqesscating on Sacos 10
d!aw the 'r:>;;caI iri.........,., fran its~

"'00 ramal spoI1 in an aI:n::omal society"'

viz !hat there can never be nrn-.aciill
sport in a racist society. Sacos a:TI!Oders
JU)-radiW;m 10 be both i1'> goal arxl
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.b fl:ntWn rn.W.sa doDlCIiOI ,

be"".." pi........ slralegies
.sd laC1b n a~ iBilled
"Sacos~ Sffilte.
g,I & T1II."tQ. (BSS Sports Spo-
doIopdl l(l ·Ap . ........ is .....
<Wan ill! a ~ rnah .
W pi is~«dlJl-

dwageaHe.A liIdk:Ultheather
h.n:I is a method wtW;h is em
pb,.u:I to iIltai1 a po»fuh 00.
jed at mad! " sp<dlie::l ~. II
may, theMore. be a method II

a J.AQCIlIbe with whdl we are
topromotea opetilic principleII
<lplXI';e the~ 01
some~ II /I dle"

(C».Jr pi i iiJPes will determirr;;- the taft;:s
_~ n ml: the cb.erlle: (12)

~ are deJ*¥d as tI'<i' pi 4:eI
rTlIiI/If15 d reaIiq b", Iul ll~
u.td1~.n~'$pT6

pio5: <IlHs !he- I..(Jl: 14 Ib P lQeIs
ne.mCa l i , oiI"'" ina ....,.p~er1ilIed
'DooIh 10 EItri: Sp:mr

fl:ntWn', !tMl!mel1~ al;o.iej be
lri7,IS an In/lI:lIty tolRler.Jinl theIde 01
~.sd~""""" the a:nleJd dthe
naliI;fl!II: bralion str\.Io.De, s.ifo::e I to
~ thai the enlin! hkrioi , Ca,1pIigi1

9I0'rIS deiisI e:I to rdJle 00th "'**
Sa.lhAfn:::a.n:l theI'Ias<H"I Ala-ia- The
app d do nat .-:lID rdJle them
9Jes - II'ft 'lIraIle!llI1lUiI be 10 isd.J,Ie
the appi2SiQ1 Sacos has w.u...d its
slTalegio's lO\oilids . l1l:I tu" 1I'l:l '!Of.....
"dnA, n a IlW'n'I" ,.Q:h defies the
clef. il:Iu ISEttalmlso~ lJ.lOO3.

0JemI1 IlUiI be~ ttliII Seccs
belargs to the oppi i an e><pIo:;&ed
pecpe.An; eMuge In polcie:sarvidirac
lk>u IlUiI OCI;U" 'Ni1hn Secos tseIf: after
aU, ~ Sacos Is IlI"ld.>r attack. • Is cur <ify
to~lrddef..-.ll.

exi5tIn:e." (Ffttn.rl QP dt 6) On Bi<o
DiI,r 1982 at a s..:m Gerer.I. Meiftg
hI!IcI il Pat e...Mh. It-.. a.rnn J:>ta
WI: of Si.n. .b Elr.nn~

·l. is~ ... tolTl!lkecu~
sen; _ IhaII !hetFe .....+.en _lh'lI

....._ ~ 10 ITI!lke a cIoc&u I 001
~ ""'-'dler sp;.ts is <II i I ijXA'Lrt is

"'Pd; ii1,io oi<lio>g. Os ch:u;
!b'l ft:U:l~ ¥CUd IhIoo
iIago! ill ,.Q:h '""' t-e 10 CI!Iil9?
plao,q spon . . .~

used the Dcul;k SWrlvds Reri ticwl to
mairtai1 ts~ !Tom this sIraIeg,r
{me carrct dirty coe s Iwds taI<n.:l to
1Mb, s te.¥ns.').~ I conmenred:

'The obo.icu .sd bgi::aI rJ&Id: \tep is fa
the sp;:et:5Il" , of x-.o 10~ Iwds

llli th aU i'lOO'1"lIdal sportsmen In the
str\.Io.De 10 bT:g aOCu a tnjy ncn-t1IdaI
seH.fl n Ihis COlflIl'y In a tnjy ncn-t1IdaI
democracy.'~ D.r.Is the b.tt4o
d Rebel SpJrrsTcus· Sxos 5,x>rt Vd
lfllI' 2 Seplelnb". 1982 p5I

EWi' wmh 1981 AlAPO 0..9 .......
AZJ4PO l"l'Q .....d n ll'llilig> ....... the
Sacos~ .rod had Inilde I cpe
cilwlhall SitooI'Ip::>kies-~
theD:::dJIeScarv.WdsRed Un theb.'Jr
al~ h<1es. de. needed eJ<'

~.n:l~ hOO,lOOariL <II.
bale. ., the ''''IN-d!hl! I'IIbel soa:el"b..-.

Sacos leq.o::r:::<Q!d AlAPO's Pit.Dn
ThaI AZJ4PO . .. .."1n~
Sacas p::>kies is cilw fran .n """" . .,J
d the docuTews of the 1983 Sacos
"S(x>rt .n:l Lhm4 A" Ca der.. L1!. .. of
wIrl~ the~ d the
BIirl.~ cs- il the liblii <DA1
~.

~... To Ceese Playing Sport "

The o.uaI lhau.t d Saws p:G:y is to
~ the :opem's!Jard~ to use
sp:Jrt"as "~ a:nirla tod<.mthe
tho.-'#; c:lthe~ fTanllU~

.., ..
fITCH otlla.w. R.SA:£r

I

.~ inpaUrd. tI'<i' IT"e!VlS to attain

it· [The s, AfrIcan 0x.r-ciI of Spat"
Sam Sport VoUno.> 2, Sep:ember
1m pO

~ seems M'( aI so>erg IhIoo T<n'

pdkiun cu Bn::Ias~a malIerd
deIectiue nlerJ:l!'r.;onaI Tela- __;., _
lUIs. Hon:e !he- scUm N r
Saoo.JQIIs isonec:l~
' TaI'I! 1i'l6:I •• lIir Ila"H'iriiII
ism. 8uI Taci!m las- /JljiDl5l

"" " ,hml:~ a Tl1/II1e"

c:I ro.od.olI pn;.d:;es.n:!lIl1t
~oJn:l hleU\! a lTQaI faf
~ f1I!:ilnl tlIIs~ 10~
nh "O!IYToalDni.n:!1IJu:·
lftS d til <IXiely. I tlIIs P"'"'
ai1m::I i'*:I II-..-naaopl.'ds..
sst-.~ sm..:n.e;.n:I
I1!UUioni d lOdety, As ltII'
WCe's Consu ltation on
Racism. hI!IcI ill~ Hill in
M<t,o 1969. p..I I: .1>ldsI i:loo
~.nl~ are de
~.nl~as
toci; n l'(XJI UI Jic. pokical .n:l
rniitay stn.o.Des fa- po.wr,. ft
is therefore Impenlliw thIot ltII'
Iiel>Iwrc.EfllTaIlononhlprw
Il;lIilQ'!Wtionsill an hiio.dJaI
Iew:I U<1 dl-Iract from IhIoo lICQJisilion of
sociIII. OCOUI ic. pokicaI .nl whI'aI
power~ 1M~ N::>rr-..rillism is
~ted hbf..rol ronl.<JntHtldsm
of/tn t~ 001'" mt!UTIingfula>/uHon.

Thr~..,,p 'Mal...t>alltoeuital,l
IeI'l'mf .~ Inilde Sacos
Id'l LI'lIJlk .rod~ to ccme to
Ier\'m Ilifh II-.. RlCe/d-~ n Iva
rDl socioty. r-L Sam. ",! TN
100 _ t--J 10ElJ,I/Ite~HIs
III pl8I resdra 1Iiill_ in D.rlm~
IIilId:I iof 'hI.1n.<Xn~ ....... K......
MirhJ III o..t:..l~~ fa
.Afrb,. <Xn J""'iTll~~ ttl

!hI!~ lNl"the prnniI~·made

I i,~ ' '''''''iof S«oslO~spon
Il;l «des In .Afn::an.-.

A d"n UlS1I"lIon c:I s.cas", Ii ' 1;... II aI

~ .rod 0011",1"... disieg<lid fa
rrdlI>alim 'r1 the "'Nrb!n"~
and~ \lRI5 ts I1<Ibtity to deal
lllith the 1982 Rebel Soccer lour.
AZAro ro.ttIed this Ie...-~~~
learrls then parttipillhg In the~
ProIM:naI So:x;oo- le4gue (NPSU to
....Lse 10 lilY ag<*I't the to.lIists. 5<n>s
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A Disruptiye Fact ion

The NSC bes <JU.lPl!d ksdf TW roolhng
b..t a~~ hehnt on ee
~ SacOI;; OW the~ 0»Tl'P,
The 0j)JA I .....:I~ 1ft al ioo
f.miarwilh1he5e~ Sc:me

"'""""1. The AUlnian Sludmt"s~nisa·

tion (Azaso) (Ialerrenamed South
African Natioml Studmts Con·
gress !Sanscoll. a student body
formed by NAPO. swilched ils
ideologo slane". 10 non-racial
ism in 198 1 <tnd its lhera Prl'S!
denl addn!ssed the Congress of
the Nalional Union of Sou!h Af·
rican Student, tN..-l. lhu!. ........
IIeTSing Y"'ars of !oInoagIl' startl'd
by Biko <tnd otIwn in SASQ ,

2 , Most alfi/illll'S of COSATU '-""
tit....., had the K1iplOlm Charter
foisIl'd onto !hem. WllhooA: ......,.
explanalion lIS 10 vm..1the Ch.Jr.
ler·s conl...,l, an! ,

3 , The Media Wo,k......s AMociaIion
of SouIh Africa (Mwasa) and the
ConwnertiaI e.tmng and AJIWd
Won..,.,- ·s Union of South Afrlca

(CeawuM) have been 'lmllllrly
riven. with tbose imisting on the
"Cbartenst" rood constituting the
mlnoriry In both Instances,

4 . The majorlry lrt the Nalional As
IIOClallon of DerJKlCratic lawyers
(Nadel) moved into the Black
lawyer·, AMociation (Bl..A) lIS a
direct result of wc\<Irianisrn .

~ Ioq.jte d1w!hat ltw riSC·, cw ieilldtioo .

• !hot of dtulltioOJ wiIh raOst SJXxt!I
lnin and 51 2at Ii Ig 10CiIt S:::uh A/n:;a

bdCk no~ 'P='l1. ..rom Perl
ITIo!n. "'4l'l .-n::W~ "Vlcbythrfas
socce- triIy~ ...... ltll' •. .... es"
(W«kly lobi~ 15 10 21.
1989l pn:lfJOS<5 the fobvn;j -un
man..:d lUIl/I'io. , •... M'ity Ii"st.de\d-
Op 'l progl"4r\"fTIE$ 10 b"j ICe I4l
ino'Q ill«ilbes .xl re;<U02S~

ord.~ .....ido, · ' kl io.... iiDxloll
'P'X'! tm1 Tfttnans..-r*"'J n!5(Il--
""MasI of US wL I lII'TI '-ft. In:I I woy
~ !hot Cl'fWn pet... b d riu2n:e
ndlfnl l appcp_ /lib tm? d
io u . Ig iIOOlDl of S:::uh Africa to
~ a I'IIItD1aI alI"M!I'"Dln aI 'P'X'!-

!mI!Il ....tlX:h ..... fly n the faa! of III
lIltemJXs to !<date theccmll'y. ...txh will
negate III effr::,rt, 10 i lC_ the pn!S9.ft

on the priVkged sp:ii lsi I 00!fI an:! ....ncn
...... lmgus tothe~\alje~

thl' <rly I'l'SJ: CilJl be a ""':IIemg~ of
c:u dernan1s .xl a COt l p'U l ft> ..todl

will~ c:u pn:q_ bid~. t8l

The SoluUon

The mal poJ:io I I Iiee~ an:! ltlI'
...role set d -.." !hot are eriorald n
So:uh Afrcan sxil'ly n~ lrd n
'lpJft in J,l!IfticuIar

The rlDrI 10 1Iw iIpOI'lS . , ........ iI

COt "*' oed il II-.. i:Io'd::qJ/ d Be lin'! Ii
elal:oriJlEdon in theDtaII PusliCt I Pappr
on 1hl' AziJn?r, Sp;.m~ ..todl

....... P"""'f1l Io\ollUb COt I. , an"""
and doobDo . Thr BCM hal COt IlllOO

on thl'CiJm!i1 i5tr~dop"..tIit OJ ...t:hin
5acr:lsc cos..nut bl'b.iIdS1.:o!.LIder
1hl' t>e<p ,... iV d ltlI' BIIldt~ ds
and to rdect !heUI*,ils .nl di ....1iCt I

of 1hl' AziJn?r, 5Ints M..nlellIo ...t:hin
S1.:o!. a-d in III c:u sp;:o 10 Ig .xl I1&nI
orga i5atiCt... .

I
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DRAfT POSITION PAPER ON TUE
AZANIAN SPORTS MANIFESTO

ThB PosItion Paper _ arriYed
.. by the 88d<. Consdousness
Movement (DuTban and DIs
trlds)on February 18, 1989.

NOTING that the reseeooe of the
disj:. /s:.ed messesof occcped A:;a

Ilia 6.11. racistScuth Afncal bes akwys
tal<m intensely wtural fcml5,

ANDNOTING RJRTHER that sport
isrrereIy d part ofaJIture,a part vA1ich
pro.idesa "...we receptacle" fordorni
lUll sx:iaI vaUes - lor~!U:h as
~. e«npetiliwness. rren
taI.nl~ Atness, perseoeraoce.
patriarchy. etc.

AND REALIZING that spc.t is a vital
COlltn~t of the dewIoPng Azanian
cUture - a cmea vA1K:h fa~ers eod
strengthens the damg 10 break con
venton and the breaking of new-
AND I\011NG the heroic sacrifices
.nl~I$ 01 Black spcetsper
sen; beth in the natknill arrl the inter
naliornl arena an:! the promotion of
the 00gan 'There (MI be no rlOl'TTl<l1
spat in an aI:nmnaI sociI.'ty"',

AND EMPHASIZING that the slogan
"110 IlOITllilI spcet in an aboormaJ so
ciety"~ IeOOs to the correct
po5im that there can be 00 " rM)ll

rm sport" in a racist scciety,

AND UNDERLINING thaI the ootioo
d'~5p'JI1" is intimately Iirl<.ed
to the nolim 01 "rmIti-rntionaJ/rrUti
~ethrOC' sport,

AND l.JNr£RSTANDING that sport
CUlTenlly rt>pre5ef1t5 the desperate
hopesd rnilbJs oi Azanians toescepe
In:n1 a bfet'me of powrty. degradaticl1.
I1urrWtion andex~ - a hope
vA1idl the WlY~ of apertbed
eaptaIism auety fnNratesarrldashes,

AND ESCHEWING the pro:&wy 01

FRANK TALK VOLUME 3

organisali)ns ergagOO in the sports

stn.tggIe to ccocereaie on the interrlit"

tic>n<II orella and the Isclation Cam
paign to the exclusion of the
mobilization erd organwtion of Black
sporl~ as part and parcel 01 the
liberation roocerrers.

WE tlERffiYRESOLVE TI-tAT:

I , Black sportspersons in occu
pied Azania be organized in .111
Black te<lgues and codes at all
levels-district. provincial , na
tional. all ·African and intema
ttonal.

2 . Black Consciousness - with its
anti-racist and scient ific scclal
tst content - offers the only
progra mme ca pable of linking
sport to the overall liberation
thrust,

3, C o ns is te n t a nd p rincipled
struggle be conducted against
the inter linked and misleading
concepts 01 non-racialism,
multi-racialism. multi-national
sport and ethnicity in sport ,

4 . The concept of Blackness as a
uniting force among the op
pressed. underpinned by the
hegemony of the Black work
ing class. is the principal wed'

pon in the mobilization a nd
organisation of Black sport
spersons,

5, The Isolation Campaign means
the isolation of white South Af
rica and implies the maximum
development of the nascent
Azania. e lse the oppressed and
exploited will isolate themselves
needlessly and fruitlessly,

6 . Sport must be broadly o r'
ganized among the Blac k
masses and equally a mong
Black women and men,

7, Facilities must be built a nd 10"
ca ted throughout the Black

ghettos. commencing with the
upgrading of existing facilities
and the construction of new fa
cilities in the areas which are
most dilapidated with inadequ
ate (if a ny)sportsgrounds, play
grourxls. parks and recreat ion
centres.

8, Co-operation arxlthe learn ing
of skills arxl innovations from
each other be emphasized in
sport. while friendly competi
tion be given second place. en
abling the masses to participate
broadly thus contr ibuting to
the ir overall health and recre
ation.

9 , Mass participatio n will be cen
tred in the sportgrounds and
playgrourxls arxl not in the pro
fessional a rena: it is in the play
grounds a nd sportsg rounds
that the creativity of the Black
masses in sports activity will be
unleashed and furthe r de
veloped.

10. For a period of time . the Aza
nian state will retain. sponsor
and subsid ize national sports
teams a nd even professional
sportspersons but this will be
given second place in terms of
resources allocated arxl atte n
tion devoted.

11. T he re will be c rit icism and
struggle aga inst the "profes
sional me ntality", the notion
that those eng<lged in sport as
a more or less full time pursuit
arxl subsidized to one degree or
another in order to be able to
do so. somehow deserve a su
perior social position ,

12 The control o f sport by capital
ists and the proslilutio n o fsport
to private profit and the treat
ment of sportspersons as mere '
Iy a means to that end will be
abolished a long with reaction '
ary practices a rxl relations e, g,
the a bsol ute authori ty o f
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coaches and sports administra
tors, etc.,

13. The dillerences between lull
time professional sportsper
sons and the masses 01 people
will be narrowed step by step:
professionals will be involved in
pr'X!uctive labour and political
a,, ' . 120 logical st ruggle
toqether wi..h the messes and
will play an active role in assist
ing the development 01 mass
sports activities throughout so-

ciety and in taking p<lrt in these
activities together with the
mass.es as well,

14. The Azantan state will eliminate
poverty and oppression and
transform all spheres, including
sport, into vehicles through
which the millions formerly op
pressed can unite and struggle
to realize their higher interests
and advance humanity as a
whole,

15. The Black Proletariat will de
velop sport to promote its out 
look and values and the social
and political relationships that
serve its revolutionary interests,

16. The Azaman state will foster
and strengthen the unity and
solidarity between the masses
01 people in Azania. in Africa
and inte rnationally. •

AVAIlABLE : ,..,..u.tCURRIES FOUNTAINVENUE:

---COSATU . NACOS SPORTS RALLY- - - 1

TIME : 9.00 AM

DATE: 21" 30 / 4 / 89

WORKERS

NEED TIME

for

SPORT

UNITE

& FIGHT

for a

40 hr WEEK

FORWARD to DEMOCRATIC WORKING CLASS CONTROL of SPORT

-------------
-.~ ......" ,..~-

CAPTtON: Na'al council on '1""1 (NACOS) in pol""c revolt w;,hiin :;ACOS
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A MAN DIED When I Die

VernieA F..brua ry

A Milrl Died
the &y the dum-dum bullets
s1o.>gged into the unsuspecting backs
of defenceless men and women
in the scorching sun.

Wh..n I die
<my my body be
used
to awaken the
indi ffe re nt and
complacent tribe
my eyes. to trace
d reams lind

00'"
sbartered by in
justice
my ears be used
as d nJnIS

to recall the cries
o f the dispos
sessed and
downtrodden

When I d ie
may fie ry
speech.. s and
f~songs

replac.. passiw
hymns
may the Green
a nd Gold a nd
Bwk
fly lit .. ve ry
mountain

When I die
rmy some poet
wrile of the agony
and deep pain
that fo llowed my days
and the inhurmnity
of my captivity

Muhammad Omarruddi n

May my loved
ones take up the
torch
and destroy the
lies

written into our history
so that 11 new Broth..rhood may
emerqe
to embrace our land

(a poem Sobukwe m ight have wrJr
ten)

When I die
may my funera l (like my life) be poI
itkal
and serve the struggle
may my peopl..
use my collin as a plettcrm
to raise the banner

Mango/iso Robert Sobukwe.

A MilrlDied
at Sharpeville and in Langa
when he saw black skin
ripped apart and turn
into rMJlets of red
which later
coequleted
into mounds of
iloCClISiltions
d.mI and omin·
~.

A Man Died
whe n t hose
Wlets cut
through blue .

bO<k """
opening it like
ripe ok:! pome
granates
scattering red
droplets
a lf over the
earth.

A Milrl Died
lang before the
care..
slipped past his
defences
and started ea ·
ling up his
hmg,

A Man Died
KUKUlA KU
KANXElJ':
in theblood red
~

A Man lived
when the ululations
and resounding "Ngawethu's"
speh out poignantly
the certitude of freedom
in the African 5I.In.

A Man Lives
H is name WIIS Manglliiso
in the Southern sun
KUKUlA KUKANXEl£'! lo
KUKUZA KUKANXEl£!i !

FAANK TALK VOLUME 3



"AFRICAN" vs "BLACK"?
b y VANt;SCO I'1AfORA

On FeI::n>iwy 26. 1978 O;nr.n M<.l-
gah:> ROOert soo.he. aI90 \oncMin ilIIo
"the P1ck:s9::i' <Tld "the DIlliei' d 1he
U defi<U<",~~. 1lw So.w!o
Adm Cam-iltee, thm!he ....dt-'"
d BlACKCXlNSCl<:X..t51(BC).or
g<riou:.l sro.....,·silnmt

!he thm O>oiII*''U1 d thi! &-10
Adm o..,. ,ilIOO. Istmilel~
nlolde the~ pqilecy ... tI'Is.......
"S<h+-'sdea!h coil be-" 1irplId ttw
begil.i1gofill~"

Wilh !he bomefil: of hhi...... ...1l. .... I3'l

~-..rt thai t+hoh1III _ lb-.....""""
!he iI,",..'.?~ d dl? Prors
tuiaI _ lhP Iulch of ill ........ p:iIici!iI
~~ dl? I1eoJlo<:wd
Be. 1lW; _ ee AlA1'fAN PEOF\ES
0RGAl<SATU<
I lM:Aicalorg;ri\IID:lr5_ PlEd1:>,l lhe
~,,*dthi!B.rl.(XI"""'"

......~ III lhPio' e>or.:1NIS alu.t
IhP iI." w"y of"~m>
I.... . , _ lio'd,i SIIIII?Nd on !he
_dS<:MO?loio'lI976. Noo!pLs
mnrvmaned...ud-.d1:>,lBeido/d::w
io'I iiIIct. Be cadres.--l .... III ttw
!-&<;ricaI 0!pLD:06 io'I edv,

WIiWlIhP cnnry.~ ... thi!
l'IIlIId eidllII'10"'"'" thi! BO>1 or10 0'?I/IlI?

1heir <JIm~ 1:>,1 ""'Xli1g a-,I

IhP mt'I,h- ,~"" 01 thi! BCM. v.t.en M
boca,", olM<u; thai AZAPO _ deter
nnod 10 Il!laiI1 its~ 'nP
perdp-nce. Chii!r1mo;l ol'gillllisillhons
nu;j ....... .miIICfO!i51he cculby..m b
erilkn brwd-..;I &6ly ilo:jiIin

A1 the NACTU~ he':! on 6-7
Alq..Isl 1988. It-.. IPnn "BIdck" n ee
NACTUCOl5l'tlful_ n,:itced1:>,l1he
leI111 -Alr'can". T~ bocanv iIIWM"
?flI wtiWl the -Al.iriiII &noor. o.<Olh
~dvli1iolg lhernvk.oIsilllo Be a PiIIn
AIric<o-oisl.

!he reil50IlS gM>n I... thv~ fran
'BOCk" 10 "AhUn- "'" pilth<>1lc io'I lho!
exlrnrne.""Ill 'UTle?Wl1~Be 01
bo.'Qj racisl in ils<>.Jtlc:x>kan:! in partla....

..

io'Ilts?"d odm 01 .......... fran lts r<ri<s.

!he IPnn "BliIIck" Is net lin~ 01
Ihv SCM • fP:l!, PXP '" illlne 1959
A/mri;t~<Tld!he~
01 IhP A1.rim NammI Ywh u.---.y
~-iII~~""
rWIg iId with lhe P.ln A&nr-oiS Ma,e-.

men! IPAMl es .......

~MI5lJU?thd Mwas!he ElCM...ncn
Q/M!iIIaispdvlnlio:n lolhv IPnn~".

the IPnn iIsPI' ?I,...ged hun ITl/llIS

'llJU.Des<tg/il:lst 1ilOIm.~"PIT...ged
ilIIob""", oriftdmhty....J IIOf from any
W'!I'ESS telloIt<,Jon h le",...",ts "'"

wlJ~ 0{ " .wally q:>
prna«l~. BIodc if; bmoJlijuJ '
Bbck if; reml.thonaryl

The trrsJ~ 10~
BLd ...-d It.. TiIl2/ds~ I'lilIS It..
wne OJI . ,,",,0'"g efled thai lhP""'9"
oI"~"n"~"hId

'I<Jm?~ iIIlp. k~ (U' blg.
~ ....- mu.Dv 10 Irish ee
A-Hl ......-:Ui::n

~.....~ of lhe 20thcerflr,I. the
Bld< Il'\d.mlM'l'l/JlRli 10 JIEd1lu
10~ BId< ilIIo lin ""'" ' ., 01 he
Iri.o'niIII d h-L" WIth AfriI:iln defio'Ied
ilIIo ll"~"~daa.... iliII

II!tt In:m "'"~ AuriiJn rwIiIy.

Tobvue. in}~tortnler~"

iII9/*1Sl "Afrar," iIIfI"ODs 10 ill <islatioI1
of~lIso>f, &-:GI io'I !he oc:M
nlhePAM1here_ .... ,.... Its""OO_
~ lIIu'",g 1O ..triage ee n
~~d 1he~
.nl Be ' 100 ",_.... ....tIidl 0; relerm:I lo io'I
1he fbs;t"", /'bprr lso'O!' P.I 891. We cIlI
Prof /lSOli'~

". .. kl e\UY~. ....nether n.UnlI
... c:L-. the lJlil'i6e!i 00 M ~ an
<bt'<JCIioo I.'TheyOOMh<lIeoppa;u,
0/~. 'TheyOJlLlefi5e tJ---?.nl
tw.. 1he OfJP'essor. be be1he C~·

Go.'nI'l'al 0/ ill cokrilI fX'o""' . the I.Yd::o-d
... 1heI~ .... in ScOJlh A/rU..
Ihv vhte mao. Bo.i thvy ha!<' tJ---?
group'i \-willi hi' thvy <ISSOClate them w; ,II
1""1. "''1~....;"", Rema...> the a560X~"'man:! j,KJJ "-'fTI<J.e the hiolmd , .. (T)t
Is r;W-l dishore sty to~ [ hate the~

bok and net 1he cee ..ro """"' _,"
- 'fuIn of IhP Afrbri!t~,

TheA/r1canJ$l . .J.:,ru:,ry 1959

I.£:ot lhvn! be in) d:::tb:. Bes p...._ioI~' •
thdbiOCo];;"~ "_" !10 M
exi'll. I-\onp Be-. ilIIoOOes P.nAf·
,lea 1iSI . .. thallhvn! IsONLYONERACE
1.V ll-£ HJMAN RACE. Nowrd '
Be - IN> P<n--AIrbrBn-IX*1SOIA thai
peq:ilo! are- et.,;ded m oppeoo:n and
oppi u O'd wbiai•• and c:dcria!d de

ani In tI'Is cort0CI. race eQ!b ilIIo ill
po::itiaIl OJI ....,...

There ls nodW::c thal lhvp'nlb.l?'
oflhr dobJlvon1he0Jl oo::qAs1L;k" and
"~. IaiI. 10 '''''''''9 .... thai Ihooso-'
_ are- n no ""'Y i ,a:uotlt:W...-d
thai t:oJIh I?imSbeblg10Oli' rdIl<1pemyd_
kl an irieMPw hvld dn"g """'=" 19S9.
e leadeo- of It.. PN:;~ lrr_bloI
VinL'P'JirI"
"IM>d fm~ 10~ ..... lhP
rM.eI of thi! PACs iICliIlles. of ponAl·
,lea elL _ I.dew fIO"!II 1:>,I1tw bD
r*q;.nl thi!plIfi., ...u. <Tld .......d,o
1:>,I~ BCM~.dlliibglhd

~ _ill PAC~ . . ."('"The Wand
ri5e of dl? P.ln AIr'aJri<I.~" rv
No 165. ....... 12.1989 11I 23

The I:udl 01 PAM oco.r<d ... s.-to
on 2·3 1Aca"b.. 1989. We~
hopv thai the k:nj <M"ld.o:~
belWffn PiIIIl A lricillnlsm iIInd Be
Docoo'_ lop pioriIy on the b1ario1.
agen;:D. The !'v«Wo Sdm .....m 10'*""" ranks ....., /IS l'I'\I?f bdore.

We t:dow Ihd lhvn! Is ill eire rm 10
tner the <li>'felillln.f the~ ell·
fvm--o,,; bef\wm Pan A/rlc.II'ism and
Be to d<rly and rrnn- the 'k-""Ji III
is!;uvs, We bvIiew 1haI ee POll/ion

Parer helps. io'I~ thi:s .nl. ....nil? WI'

are- -.. thai it>; COl ,lPl, lS wiI be cal"

troo.ersiiJI .\1.01 hopv1hal ~~firp

<ieb<JIe an:! stru,nIv a1 an ldeoIog>rol
plane T1ItIler than the \>lM~
more seed to ill dUdren's~
.....t-ocll nns "My~~1s

bctter/<.Iler than ',.UJIS. 'D lhvn!!" .
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DRAfT POSITION PAPER ON T"E IDEOLOGIES OF PAN
AFRICANISM AND BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AS T"EY

"AVI' DEVELOPED IN OCCUPIED AZANIA ( l .e, SOUT"
AFRICA)

iJM, p t' .PJc-- ......
_"" 0 bul..t Dl bUs
, I e. .._... . '

l'UTJ'lG INI: b '"~ kllU\.M! ...
~ it nut t:.. rnltW """'" ter!l'5,

NO ll£REfORE NOT1NG INt !he
(O'Tl'.l! f>eaO'1ical ..........,..icalord ide-
'*9:aI o:nslrU:ts em.Jrl/JIe Inm the
pe:::pe's CXIIeo:M " Lid...", ....Nch ill '"

~ d their aan .-d 1heir mal
apaia U! d~,

A/'f)~1h.;: bdh P.YIAI·
i iLa iY 'i .rd BC_~kiP

etges ro N theydo n:Jl p .......b ee
.....6 ... d~ k) h...:ri:l!lep
to,. lawd &iIki '!l .-p b.I: I1!IIIloY \IIIw ill

tt..~pon: Iho<:aiCIelee.peri
eee d ~ ...~ and 1hw......"...

NO EMPt-IASlZI!'lG A..RTKR !hal:
VIe s-d p;:S i51hr bilm rJca ..........
nelII, d~d~

A"V~ ItvII P.YI Afmrism
.rd BC erregtd 1lI <i6"d "0'0'115 WI
!he 1"EIory d an""",, A-M ;n:l "'

d..eb.. <WUTl"d~ tk!l" isa
1U>JI bms~ ... me WI the
p..,Alr&ri;t 0:rqe0I d ADria (PAQ

.rd1ho~dBC~

tanld WI 1m lIllhe BI.tck Conrl:us
........ Mo.om.nI d Az8ia lBOW.

NO U!'«Rl..JNlNG tNt the~
lie Upmg of 1%0~ by Ihe
PM:: mIJfked II IiTm 11' ," Ililita I from the
pcfta d~ to ltJo,;o> d R!5istNn!
....... Ihe &:>-to Upi<i~ d 1976 0If'

g.ri;ed by the B01 rrwked a tran!iition

fn;m !he'~d~ to those of
,o.hA>.
AND UNIEillNING~ that
the e><Irol to .....tdl bdh spol1\<'f1eOll!
n!!tiiImI' an:Ilien::e. II 01',dlI '9 rrorIion
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is Ira fila i,oed no o::nscious an:! thor
ouojIgOiIlQ reo..oUion wiI determine
~_~TllllkthedWtsdos

OW' ' . , or sh<lner ltenwl~

Al'() NCJT1'IlG N 'wi 1960 an:.l1976
I~ Itw PAC Inl BCM dI.'Jn:n.
1tnWId ltW tom T<XJlS WI the oao ...:ic>.6
......... 01 Itw oppiu,sed m1l55oI"S and
~~ thIll:!hey .epaenl a
*ge t&on:lIl o:JI'UUy.

Ar() NCJT1'IlG "-IDi Al..Aft"1 AND
DEIP (X)NC[RN 0.- ' ~ - , ",, 6 WltWl
!heNATO'W. CUUNCI... CFTRADE
l.JNlON5lNacU~ ... 'Q'**"
ab:U It>e use d !he' I>'nn$ "Afrbn" .rd
"'8a::I<- '..... .. , 'l"\r (:0 "".... (»l &7
Al.g....z 1988l ¥d Itw_ dao a d-OC
~"_1Iw \IJaire'"s Sorrnil (MardI
4·5 I <;l8';lI.

"''£ t-EJlEBY 8RII'G the~ eo.'
dence kl ro.w 1Nl Be.rd P.YIAfn:;;,n.
isn~ Jlilfl: d II *'iie it.. ' ry ..

""'"!oJ 1I _ !he' BCM ohidl poJdarised
the~ C ' d .... " .......tion of
lne Sharpeville Upr1sing as He
roes"Doy on the 21st March;

1bI both Pan AfricaMm .n:I Be em-
phMile the ~I~ Question
.n:I the Lvod Question and deli
...."1.. the ' ''POl&..'SOion of ecce
pied soil <» a key componenl of
their prograrTllTll!'S,

leI both ideologies sl¥ld poinle<Jy
and whemmtly oppo!>O!<I 10 lhe
libO'ral and ...farmist ~Iion of
the Kbplown ChtIner (5()ml'limes
.... f.."...d to as 11'1.. "Fr..O'dom"
ChtIrterl:

(dl il was the BeM which popclensed
in mass struggle the name -Ala
niil" adopted by the PAC in eKile:

(..) lhe conc..pt 01 the Africlln P..r
sonclli ly and Ii'll' bests 01 Ii'll'
PAC's Status c.m~ign outlined
In 1959 ...ached lheir epoqee in
Be's emphasis on psychological
..manci~lion. Bleck Sell Pride.

50'11AffillT\lltion and 5O'Jf R..11anc..
inthoe 19705 and 19805,

(f) thoe position of scientific soNIism
- currmtly shared by both IdO'o
Iogies - dewIoped out of rat","
nebJIous'lCOl'"lOlTlic po/ltin which
........... p rogrltUl<>e In tIwir tinw.
pIac:t! and «lIl!f!Xt w Afric.1n S0
cialism adopted by thoe PAC In
19 59 and Black <:omm.naIism
adopted by the Black Peop ."s
CuNmlion in 19 75 ,

(gI Bes~ on the hoegernony
of the BIad< Wori<rIg <::IitM taI<es
Sobuk.....t ..s O!'I1lphasis on da5& dif
~ W9- the "h!ian" 1'nI'r'

chant Wss <» against the woriIing
dassJ 10 its logical concbion;

(h) both Be and Pan Alricanism
share a policy of T'IOn' or~
l.sboration with lhe QPP"</'5IIOI'1
and theW poIitic.eI~ and
both ideologies re,ect 1Iotlil.. lUI....
age In the slrugglO's of lhe op
..... ed,

lil both Ideologies O!'I1lpMsue the
C\IItunoI dinwnsiont of slrugg""
and wi«! ... .... tI,$'Ifh$.....Nch
seek 10 """"" the disp1J!! eSIS4'd
lc....ig"eu In the land 01 thoeir
birth:

lil the O!'I1lphasis on Alrican "flwo.
logy III1d the role of the churches
in the 19505 saw a systl!1T\ollic
""position of Black Theology and
,hoe role of the du'ches. fT1OSlJJIl!S
and 1000000ples in the 19 705 and
1980s,

(k) Raboroko·s proposed USO' of StNa·
hili olternoli<>ely '" syntt.elic aD 
inclusive Afrlc.sn language called
"Siafurika- Wi>S not developed fur·
I"," by Be. but saw an O!'I1lphasls
etne 1987 Congress of the Ala·
nr an Peopl... ·s O rganlsa llo n
(AZAPO) on lhe use 01 Alriclln
l.sngU<>Q<'!j r",lher lhan 11'10' foreign
English medium,

0) bolh Ideologies regard the sl.al..·
gy ofwhile ""elusion as plvot"l to
their programmes,

..



(m)both ideologies reject the veJV
concept of proledlon of minority
rlghls II' profoundly l,mde mc;p.
creuc:

(n) both Ideologies reg.ml self-deter
mlna tkln and tbe m4pping of
their own destines by the op
presoed.and theexploiledllS being
pM:oIlIIlo gmuine liberalion and
NSist the Interfl!rl!l'"lCe and d0mi
nation by miIIionaries. liberals.
"radi<:als" 00' .,..ogr~

~.

la) The definition of Bloc. as aU
those who are oppmsed~
cally. exploiled ecollOl,li<:alIy and
discriminaled agalnsl socially and
who identify /IS a unit in the
struggle for l!lx>ration and the de
finition of AJrlco n as one who
OWf'S his Or he1 only loyalty 10
Afrika and who is prepared 10
a<X<'pt lhe democratic rule of an
African majority are both delinl
lions whkh emphasize lhe op
pressed and lhe ""plolled and
their inle1nb as having primacy
in tho! struggle. and lhey both
h.:we lIrguable advantages viz:

(I) Bloc. is a lmn capable of los
t" rlng Id " ntl fica lo n with
struggIo!'S of po?Opll' of colour be
yond the shorn of AfrIc.a,

Iii) Bloc. consistsof two prongs viz
the rl'aIity of oppe!6>on and lib-
" ra tory consdou,n" ss and
home" mcapsu/.!ll:es II polttu
st ratl'gY which ","clud", lIlI
n",,,,bers of the ruling cIas.s and
coIaboralors !hl'r.,...;m. It ClIp
fUn!S 2 cardinalprindpln of Be
viz the unity of the oppres6ed
and lIIlIkoIIabofalion;

(iii) The (:(InC"I'l 01 Blackrll's!; al a
• practical poIiticalll'Yelaids in the

simplifica tion of the conflict
from II wrin 01many skirmishes
to the battle P"fl;"ived as lI totai
confronlation tx.tw..en the op
pressors (whlt"s) and the op
pr"ssed (Bl.scks) ,

(M Th" word Ajrican reflects II

sharp de finition of lhe NlIlional
Question which SOles the in
dlgomous AfI1can lIS the core of
lhe Aunlan OlIlion . with th"
other Black groups being ap
pomdaged to this ccee and fcrus
a cholc:" - either IWh the Am
can majortty Of with the settler
minority;

M Th" t" rm A j rlc1Jn positivl'ly
delinn lin " ... 'g il '9 nation and
Identifies with thl' rl'SI of AfrIc.a.
le;alit '9 the geographi<;al b0un
daries Imposed by colonialism
and neo-c:oIonialis

(vi) In t" nos of a poli tical pro
gr/llfllfll'. the definition of A j li
con is posited by an emphao;ison
thea:uom "One r/lCl'. the hum.m
rllCl'", and. Itv!rdor". on (SOli
racism;

(vii) The term Blar. specific:ally ex
cUdes whit" participation. Since
the excuslon of whites Is also
c" nlrallO the Pan Afrlcanlsl pro
gramme, the d"finllion of Black
Is refWdive of a clear cut ap
pl'OllCh whk h lakes Pan African
Ism to lIS logical " nd,

!hI The PAC " merged from the """,n
oIlne Aflio:M NlIlional Congl"l'5oS
lANCland upholds the 1949 Pro
gramm" of Action which the
ANC deviated from in 1955 with
its adoption of the K1ip:ownChlIr
ler . Be "merged <U 01 !he palp
lIbIe polilielll Y/IClAn1 c.lI.J5oed by
the posl - SharpeoWIeo paralysis.
Be es an IdeokJgy CUi , lbir .... the
best in the hisl:orIcaI tradililOO ' 01
!he ANC and the basic tenets of
Pan Africa nlsm and has d.....
veloped bl'yond lhesl' into an op
prnsed ckrss ldidogy,

lei The idea of a United S!atl's of
Afr'Q - from CaP" to Cairo and
from Morocco to t-Iadag jWar 
which se<Ims with hindsight 10 be
naively idealistic was hardly so at
ill liml' when c.ounlJy lifter country
wa s gaining po liticlli tnde
pmc\en« from thl' colonialists in
a veritable tidal wave from north
to SO\.Ith, No Jiberlllion movemenl
can neglect the fact that Aunia is
a \Iltal plIri of Africa lind her libe
ration Is crucial to the ecbtece-

ment of lhe Pan Africanisl idelIl
wbk h Ideal Is not etall inconsist
ent with the unity of the op
pr essed and e xplotted
internallonally,

4dI The PAC l'lflphasisedcharismalic
leadership while Be strongly es
chews the grO\Oo1h 01 personality
NtS, WhtIl' Pan AfrIcanism and
the earI\I BCM placed nu;h faith
in spontane ity. Be sine" tn..
198 0 s "mphasi..,s vanguard
k!adnYlip. The ko!mel of both
progr.....-.n in. howl'ver_in the
InClbi/izalion of the ........... and
in their reuoUicnarv potential .

I,I,'E~ R£S(X..VE lHAT:

la) a c10Sl'd nahOOlll ",mlnar be
caJIed 10 thrash <u both the lde
ological and Slraleglc diff"",","
within tbe "Aunia School";

lbl a Unded Front 01!he p(SO African
ist and Be M"""""",ts is critically
and vitally necnslIJV;

(el it is " lemental to both the Pan
Afrlcanlst and Be ideologies lha l
the economic and cultural aspects
of struggle - the slandard of living
and the quality of life - are inter
dependenl and retrOilCtive;

(dl It Is vitally nec"ssaJV to reslSl the
lransubstantilllion of Bl.sck his
lory 10 Europe.m r«lical lheory
and to expose the failed "'forts to
r" oder th" historical be ing of
Black JlO!OIlIe InlO a construct 01
historical maltTialism. 10 r<!due"
our <'lOSlenc" 10 mewIy an (SOta
plism 10 capitahst organization .
It is only tbe Al.anla Schoof which
c.an do~

"', Interosi\ll' and ....ter>si\lle studies 01
!he ~" and ....,.ks of ANon Lem
bede. Ashby~Mda. Manga&
so Robert Sobukwo!. Bantu Slew
Blko . Ongopot '" Abraham
IWrnoIhibi T rro. Mlhuli ka Shezi
and «hon- Azanian krninaries be
piloted as a priority;

(I} the PlIn Alrlcanist~ 01 the
NlItional and land Questions and
the Be analysis of the Social
Question need 10 be more: cohe
si.....ly and systemalically inter
wove n SO that the common
bann..r slogan "On.! People in
One Azanla. One Nallon" is mal....
ta ined and developed ,

(91 Seminal Ideas such as the Inexor-
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able 5Yl't~l~ of Pan Africanlsm
with Be must no! be smotho>red
by peIIinns. poinl'5Coring and
the erdf/'avour 10 crealI' /ieldorns
on lcud.Jliom of sand:

IN the inIern1~ ol lho,> loiling~

and the ir r ighteous slruggle
againsl seltler colonialismand Im
perialism are paramount and w
~Ion . purpo~lulnus a nd a n
ability to create praxis are urgenl'
Jy required from the nalional

leadership of lhe Azania School.

TQ(£T}-{ERv.ESTRl'v'E. TOCLIliER
WETaLTO~CXiE.retJFU.
IN<:>r£~ ONENATION .

,
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BLACK TUEOLOGY
REVISITED:

by ITUMELENG JERRY MOSALA

SelnItists 01 religion in general and
soctologists d ...Iig>on In p4JticlA.v
~ in lIgreemel . thai III ' eligiOilS
reflect soeW-alIturaJ C Ol"I(l'rTI$ of
people at differenl levels of historical
dewlopment. To use common ecee
logicllJ language, religion Is as much
II depend<mt '" an independ"nt socLal_ .

Relativity

A~rt from anytlmg elw this way 01
IooIdng al ,..,lIgiol , is important for
re-lntroduclng II histo~1 perspective
in the "rudy and Wlderstanding of
religion. It I. rhus no Ion~ sclen" ,
Jicoll'l oornlu f!* to spotO/( of any
...Ilgious ,rodWan as tlw ....~
meGnS th rough which IhI-IU~
uncontnted God~/ftI Irwl}.
We are. tlwre/ore. oJ! Iasl: able 10
spe" k of the only non-Ideological
relallvlty In respect of both God and
religion. ~Iy historlcal ,...o,lMty .

Armed .....rth this thorough-going h&
toncaI pe, spec;1M! on the nMln of
and origins 01111 religia 15. .,.. is able
10 de i :ieoJbJise and expose the true
eharllcter of the dash bi!tween colo
nlal and indigenous religion In South
Alnea lor In thts clash 1$ embodied
not only the conflict between two
r"llqious outlooks, but. more ftn.
damentaIIy, theo:ollision belWea,fWo
hlstoric.aly diffommt soda! sysIem5;

~pitaIisl: African social fCll'T1'l<t"
tlons and WesI<m\ c.,.pital ist social
formations. Any attempt, l!'w:n>fore.
to understend Ihe dis"OMnce be
tween Africarl religions and oms·
tWtIty must start with an analysis of
these two sodilI sysIems,

From Communal to
Tributary Fonnations

By the lime of conquest from the
17th centwv 0llWaJds. African so-

.2

cielies had developed from~
naI to~ soctaI formations. As
~ fOl'Tl'lalions !hey had t-n
che rectensed by thl' communal
OWfWTSilipof thl' fu1dammtaI r'nl'_

of production; land and Ciltlk! . Id.»
I09;';"lly these o rganisalions IWre reo
InforCl'd by a hig hly puvas lvl'
arlCfiIor euIt rl'1lKting thl' re laliwly
low k!w:I of thl' Ion::e$ of proO.lction.
In odwrworrls thl' Afncanforfiathen
and lormlOthen """"' the key 10 lit

r-ting the ~mes and T"l'idving
the conflicts 01 the naturlll IWTId
which sometimes « ted in a hostile
manner to African producl'TS 01 the
COITImUllolI society. Sciencl' was ldeo
logical and 10 a Iargeo extent rebgious.
Thl' purposo? was,l'Ioweul'r, thl' same
as In aI MlCil'tin. naJn<+,i the harrol'ss
ing of nalWal foren in ordl'r 10 meet
aI-round hurn.m nHds.

The relative success of communal
producl'TS In taming ""Iurl' , coupled
with dlflerenc", in physical caPo' ·
bilitll'sand geographical Pacemmts.
as \WI as historical Slrugg1e5 bel..""n
groups. rnulted In the~ and
comrol of surpb products which in
turn rnadl' possiblo! the~Iopmenl

of Inlemal diffl'Tentiations within Ihis
socil'ty. It is difficult 10 say with pr...
dsion when this trllnsltloo occurred.
~. the 00Ac0me was tribu
tary sodllI~l'm5with dOOsand thl'
roylII nobility as the rWng cJa-s of
lile new socil'ty. Tbe lurdllmmtal
characteristic of this stage ofdl'wIop.
men! WM tbe extraction of tribute In
thl' lorm 01 briskl't 01 slaughtl' red and
hunted llrlimals. labour rent on the
...,.,..l fields, as IWD as the soil' conlrol
of !hi!! aIocaoon of l.md by thl' chief
and of stray eattil' (morinwlo) and
tf1erefore of his lldvllntaged ability 10
pradiw tho! ~ern of mo/ IMI (loan
eattll'l.

It Is Important . however. to rernern
ber t10t the commurJ<ll systl'm eklsted

lor a long iiITIl' In articulation with the
t ributary syste m. 1 hcl t is to say .
notwithstanding the eoonanic and
sociiJI divisions crealed by the hibu
t",ry organisation. till' WI",," and
nonns of the~~ern pre
vaiIl'd alongside the new MTMgl'

ments. II wouldbedI!C~. though,
10 Ilnllgine that lhl'y persisted un
chclnged by the new conditions. even
If It was only In form and funclion.
t-Ience In this sociely, thl' father of the
housmoId 5UrTE'I'llll'red his priestly
and hertWist roles 10 the chief or
roylII appoinlees. Thl' hcusehoId an
cestces abo became !Ubordinall' 10
the royal .mcl!Slon.

Thl' above brief detlliis are being
spelled (lOJl In order fl.-,t. to lMloid
rcnIolIlIicism "'bout the nature 01 thl'
sociely thllt colonial eapitalism fXIrt

q..oered. and second. In 0Itil'r to ex
plain the sociaI-histOliC<'ll reasons lor
thl' conlliCI between ind igenous
people and colonial loreignen. 0nl'
more point needs to be In<'de about
tributary AfTlcan SOCieties. thereforl'.
before the conllict with colonial so
ciely con be addrnsed: IlAliIl' the
chil'f's position of pown- dl'riwd
from hi!!appropriallonof tribute. ttw
'YSIern, by VIrtue of lis artil:ukltion
with the communal 00l'. W1SS COlIItl'!""
belereed bya complicaled network of
redlstribulion of the ""rplus. In times
01 famine and poor harvest, for In-
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slimCE', the chwfs granal)l wouk! be
the source of food for those allected.
and hiscattle wouk! be used to imple·
menlthe mafisa $y'>toml . Hence the

saying; Kgosi ke kgosl ka 1>:11 00 \A
Chid is a chief only boroause 01 the......'
The pClint being made. lhereIore . is
thai on the one ha..l lhe danger 10
~ by vWwing Afric:an pre
capiI E I soclelin as inlEmaily undif
lerentiaIed shouldbe lIVOidl'd. <Vld on
lhf, «hl'T t-wj the Fact should 001 be
IoosI ,;ght of t hat notwithstanding
lJlew, dMsKJns AfTlc4n producE'TS
prior 10cOoniaISn Nod eceess 10 the
~ me_ of productioo:
~ an;! <:attle.

African re ligion. Iherpfore . was
shaped by tIw maleri41 conditions.
and ......lions of this society. a..l func
tioned as a cUlur4l·ideoIogic.al tooi in
the process of pnx1uclng and rppro
<b;ing African sock·ties, In this rl'
gam II is not In principle different
from any other religion in lhe world.
The difference is In the fact lhat it is
connected with the African soc ial- his
torical reality.

Christianity

k isnoI 1leCess.ll)ltOgo into the seme
kin.! of dPIa~ with regard 10 Weslem
Orri:5tianity. Sulfice II 10 point ouI
thai: !he latter is hisloricaIIy tracuble
.. iI'5 c.hoIk IIO!fsioo to ib co-opta
lion by thP ~te 00rtng the reign cI
[Ill"''''''' ConsI<tntine In thP 4th an
flKy. an::! in its ProIesIMII Wlriatioo 10
therise 01 bourgeoisca~ society
.. thP 161hcerm.y. /1'1 !nih uenions

it has fu ncl iof>«l os a w llura/-Ideo
logimllool for tM prodocUon and
~UC1ion 01 Europeon leudal
and copira lill fOdgl lTlofions.

n.... thP aIt<'lTlpt to Implanr: oms
tiImy among the indigenous Black
people from !he I1 fh (enfury on-
....-d$. was rnon" than an attempe to
win re\igious COTM!Tts: II was an effort
to transform. by dismantling, African
societies. Both the mi5Siooaries <lnd
!he njigimooJs people knew this . II
was for this reesco that th.. connict
took the form of a mtlrtery-polmcel
struggle, That strugg le bas been <I
protracf..d one . It ne\l1!r ce<lsed ,
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Black theology is an allemp lla Ihe
cnse that st'uggle I,om a positJon
01 commJlment to lhe Block sideol
the con/llet tha i has it. rool. ;n Ihe
17th century,

Western Theology

While Weslem theology as prllClised
both in lhe West <Vld in lhe coIonin
h<Is more than V(I/id(Ited !he assertion
that in ewry epoch !he nftlg ideas
Me the ideas of !he nftlg classes,
Pfo{esI«lt~ in particular has
serwd.~or....consciously.

as !he ideological jusl:ificatioo of Cilpi
1<Jhst rela lions of production MId dis
lTibution. This point has been made
MId~r<lted bPI..... MId does
not ......"j 10 be lioboured here . Sul/ie<'
it 10 indicale lhat its omlphasis on the
fundament41 COlTUptibility of humans
MId its 1oc<IIioo of ......,......" outside
h~ory haw worked weU 10 mystify
exploita tive social rela tions of pr0

duction <lnd to postpooe the dltmand
for justice to <In unknown future
Ew n wh..n an attempt W<lS made to
milke the gospel relevant to the needs
0/ people in the present. cepitahst
soc i<'ly cook! nof be frans<;..nded.
either In thought or in prectxe. This
becomes crysta e1,,,,,, .....hen one looks
<It the limi\(llions of the "secularis<l'
tion- thooIogians of lhe 1960's, who
identified lheological~ wilh
resignalioo 10 capil<lltst Iel;hnoIogy
<Vld Industrialls.allon. From u- <II·
ternptserrwrged Theologies of DP.d
0pliIenl IlIhlch Wl!Te (()f'rWl1I!I'l:to!

with neo-coloniaI dewlopment<llist
polioes championed by irTIpmaIist
ooo.rtriI!S in the 1960's

Uberation Theology

As a rl'§p(lnSe. I~. 10 the inherent
fa ilure 01 lhe D.Nelopment pro-
gramrrM"S. MId second. to !he~
p<Irlying hollowness of the thooIogies
of dPve\opm~t. Latin Arneric¥ts
opted for a theology of liberalion,

Their <lrgument WM simple if poig.
nantly cwar: the ur'l<ierdPvelopment
of the underdeveloped countries is
CIlllSillly related to the development of
developed countries. The Iogica out
COlII<' of this al1<llysis was thalliber(l'

tion (lnd not development W<lS the
solution to the problems of lhe e,,
pIoited maMl!S of Latin Amerlc.a . This
...-...lysis of tlw Latin Americ,," rea ity
led 10 the exposure of !hi! inherent
in<Ipplicability of white Weslem the
ology in any of its forms. wheth..T
eOTlSeTV<Oti\oe or progressMi!. Wh<It
W(lS needed was a theology th.Jol
emerges from !he expo1,i<'lICo! of !he
sIruggIe of the poor peasants and
~~~olLalin Amen

~

The Iheology cl liber(l\ioo. lhereIore.
Nod to~ a eom,*,e br~ ....rth
white~ . Nothing short cllhis
wWd~fy their theology as a tool
0/ the strugg le in !he bber.man pro
ens which..- atr-Jy undPrw;,y.

BT and BC

In South Afrb. IOo1lere a qualit<ltively
different 5I't of materi1ll MId social
conditions existed. Black theologians
in response 10 these determlnete his
torlcal conditions, evolved a Bl",k
Theology of liber<ltion . Th is theo
logy. like the Latin Americ<ln theo
logy 01 liberation, is based on <In
analysis of the reality of Black e"peri
ences and strugg les in South Africa ,
It is not the CIUIcome 0/ philosophic41
speculaflon by a prMleg..d minority.
It Is r<ltM lhe resull of ob;ectiYe his
loric<II~.

Block Theology 01 a t"-k>gicol ex
p rnsion and lheorisalioll 01 ,he
Block struggle /0' libl' rolion connor
be urwkTstood ou-Is-ide lhe conf&f
o/ Ihe Bloc" Consdousn<'ss philos
ophy. This Saner phenomenoh is 11
self the product 0/ ,m eceurete
~ of !he Blackexperipnce with
in the wider sociaI-materiai reality of
South Africa,

Black theology seeks to reflect fhoo.
IogicaDy on the I1<Iture of Black op
pression and exploilafioo in order to
<llTIl the new Black subjects thai Black
Consc io usness c,,!a l.. s with <In
lIWareness of the theological validity
of the struggle for liberation. There is
"9<1in no need to belabour the poii'll
here . Black Theology <lpologises to
no one for its existence. It owes its
allegiance to the oppressed ard ex
pIoited people only, no one else.
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that depend.. nc k.'s ( OnSlilut.. th..
boo.-is 01 opprewon "nd exploit ..tion
11is tberetore important 10 r:onl out

tiwll dolss...w.,.s..sas .. lhoeoret IC4oIIooi
do<>s no( cn>..le l he ""'pe... . .. . 01
dassoppr~ and nplon..lion.·

Thus Bldckoppr~ " nd exploiled
classo>s know therr nperience and
they know Ih" t it ;s a rticul" ted
th.ough a ' "" ist pol itica l structure

The 'e Is. the",/ore no luming back
from 1M o nli'meisl, ont l=prtolisl
strvggleo/ Bloclc n-.logy, despile
challenges /rom the righl ond lhe
"/r.·

One may end " PPl opi i.oIelyby otaIlng

in CM . oKIerisfic 8ob/;cdl fitStUon IM I
-No!: '-"""'YOf'lf who SiIYS hbE-r" IIon.
libl>ralion, wanls 10 bring about .. jusI
society". Black peopJe will l'Idve to
."Iy on Ihemselws o nly 10 bring thiS
"bout. The struggle thaI Black Tbeo
logy is wag'ng is " n anli-,,,,,ist. ..n.i .
Cllpd..I;SI ~ruggle . Bl.ock TllE'Oiogy
wiI noI be CO"OpIed or """'" '0 be
defunct /IS long /IS .hI! malerMl .edlrty
thiN 'Jo'l"e brnh t o it per-sosls •

Reality

It is import.."••~. 10r~
~ if~ brY/Iy . to wnw 01 the
chr'rngri ltwc lhl" ideoIog~ cli.
mal. in lhl" C(Ultty Iodio} has CTe

..led,

Recen.1y it '- b.en implied . ..nd In
wnw quarten <tS5oI?I1ed IMI the uw
01 cless lool~ 10 ..n"lyse ~oci.ly
necessuate the irr.kov"nc. 01 B1Kk
Theology , APi' rt from the r<Ki~ e r
rOQ,tnC. 01 this clll,,". Bl<Kk Theo
~', response is IMl lhe onus is with
thow who MSO!TI this to de" ..... lSl r..t.
Its lrrele-.oance. More Import.mdy.
though , Bl.rl1'heology .argues lhal
bnlg .. ccnunrtIed l~lM:In 01
re41ily from lhe Bl<Kk experience. ItS
life5Pi'n is inexlricably bound up with
this reality .

Block lheology inllo to also tha t
raclom 00 a soclo--po/Uic<llo"lIClure
mUll be disringuished from roclol·
iom ",""'h "'fe .... only 10 olliludes of
people Obool O!her people. h. thus
refuws.o seperete oppill'SSion from
ex~. ..rgomg tllar the former

is indisp"n~1>le for lhe~cM,ful ex.
eculion oI lhe IIIn...., II is. idealist 10
irn;)girw 1M' exploit..hon can be sus·
Iaroed Wllhout ClpprIl'SSion Thus in
tbe Stuh Afric.Yl conl""l. racism.tS
anopp-~~rurn.e is lhe soU 01
capota/is.t nploilalion. To MSO!TI lhe
conl,..ry is 10 be ....isroric<>l

The historic'" self'lTWlifl!Sldtion 01
capil..hsm in Ihis country MS been
from Ihe beginning r"cisl , For thls
",,,son , BLock Theology's "nli' roci'"
strugg'" is in""per",*, from its anti
capilali51 S1rugg'" which is unlhink·
dbIe willx:ul its .."ti-raciS! struggle.

AbslrdCI dass stn.We5~ o!Jb
strdCl. upotafism is noI p..tr1 01 BLlck
Tl"-'Ology'sbnef, For BLKl< Theology
cLlss is rdCe and rece is dass in litis
conlext. Thi5 re"lity ' emllirl'i despite
mystlficlltlons from Ihe rocist le ft
" bou t the creation of " BL.ck mk*H.
class,

~1I>s0l all kinds ...e rejected
by Bl.ock Theology. u.twther they be
poIiticdl. soci.iIoI. ecoo.,,,... or~
1!leorebcal-in.eGectua,I orws, " is dNr

, .. ' -

..

,...-.: ....--- ' ....
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POSITION PAPER ON
"BLACK TUEOLOGY

REVISITED"

... t • onS5 • I

IM7 uc..led
.tne n--

2 ? ' ., Sf '''-"
nIt'a ' .. hpaktbe
... ' . wdoi• .

R£AUZ1NG THAT Bl«k Theology
am dewloped in !he cructl:JIeo of the
Black people 's Sl:rugg~ .rl5t op
p1 eWon. exploitation and doohumani
",lion~ comtilutes an llllempi to
~ rv-deline the traditional re
ligious~ which belongs to the
ide01ogicai arwnal ol the oppressors;

AND RfAUZING FURTHER thai
there Is a dellberete attempt to sap
Blackness out 01 BT end to deflect it
into reformist and re/tCl k>n<!.ry ch.:on·
nels as eW:lmced by the Kair(lS Do
anent pre~redon 13th~ptl!lTlber

1985;

ANDBBNGWEllAWARE thatthis
attempIlo pefWl1 Black ThroIogy is
l'nC:ItiII<lIled by the deepening struggles
'lira the Mtoric~5 of the Rand
~ 01 SeptembeT Jrd. 1984 and
lIKns cri,o to create II compIacenI ,
Oudl-going "bIadr." Chri5tian com
lIUIiIy!see the PTe1'au 10the Seua d
Edil:ion of tIw K4iros Doo:unmt}.

AA1> NOTlNG ntAT:

I. 'There ~ no theology which is
ideologic4lly harmIns;

2. Wesloml theology is a product of
impmalism and II 1001 of~
logical control OWl" the rresses
which 00c0l110"S an opi<Ite;

3. The inll\i!tiw in developing BT
liasbeen surrende,l!d to IlNision·
ists ....tlo have blindly eccepted (0
10 Klliros 's · prophetic theology"
or "people's theology'} It... Bibk
as the word 01 God by listening
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to the~ YOices of the Ri
ng d r s.., In the Bible rlllher
than the 5lIppfes.sed YOlces of the
oppre-d end the exploited;

4 . We t-lhe SlirTings ol ... true BT
in lhe USlI' of IT\o)teria!ist tools of
analysis which w.e ill positiue
atlmd for the opprnsed and
agaiml the OJlI)rn&Or:

5. All .mempls 10 ddino! BT h.:we
hitherto easily l..nm into the im
perialist trap of df>lining religion
as Jpso fac to Chmtian religion
and therefore ignoring and sub
vert ing the religions of the col
onized people;

6. There is a dire need to dewlop
Black content and thought In the
J ~lam ic . Hindu and other reli 
gions In occupi0::1 Aulnia as there
is a consistent anempl to de -pot
iticlze religion both by the rullng
class and by the priesthood,

7. The Western Cape Uprising of
1985 showed lhe polenhal for
the Black voic'e asserting itself in
an Islam ...mch has been misused
P'"T1icu1ariy by the "'Indian. 11'M."T

chanl: dass Irl occupied Az.ania;

8 . The~ of JJhod as artiCl>
lated by the lolowing QJfanic:
~,

"Qh you who bellew. wherewr
there is hmuII: and oppre5000
rise up a<jllinsl it lwith your hand)
unt~ tbere is no more_·
___ taken up by the masses in
«MlIutionary <lClion in the 1985
Western Cape Upobing and was
a slap in the face for the mullahs
n.e.the MU5Iim clergy);

9 The Hijra being a journey to
close ranks In order to fight the
common enemy combined with
Jihad (I.e. righteous war) is the
theologklll justification for Be
from an Islamic perspective;

••

10. MateriallSi toois 0/ analysis~
been posUM,-1y used by MwJim
scholars such as the late Dr Ali
Sharlllli.

WE HEREBY RESOLVE THAT:

1. Materlali5l tools of analysis be
used 10 dewlap BT in to a polent
and Yibrarw rewMiarwy foree;

2. AI anempts 10 depoIitidle rd
gion by elevating it~ the
lIIlolr:ling slruggles of the masses
musl: be npo.ed and eliminated,

3 . The KaIrOS Dxummt and its
· prophetic lheology. musl: be ex
po.ed as part of a scho>rne 10
engineer a rwgotialed solution
with the poIW'I"$-that-be and to
d ilu te the m ili ta ncy o f t he
~,

4. The priority is to make BT a
material force rather than ,m opi
ate . •



LEARNING WARFARE
BY MAKING WARFARE

M o TS£·nJNG AND 0iI
M'lJRENG,\ boJ Parnb Pan
dya (Joha nnesburg.

SIwtaviIot NlII5hers. 19881 A..,;l
"... fmm~ NlIishers. P.O.
Box 32483, B.-aarnfonleln. Tele
phone; (Oil} 339-1871, 272 W .
softcoueT, R25.35

llilS work was orIgtMlly presented
to the Unl'Rrslty of South AfrIca
(\Jnisal In 1986 In fulfilment of ;,
Master of Arts Degree In Strategic
Studies,

The Objective

Pandya summarizes his ob;edive in
the loOowlng words:

-n-.e reltSOO for this bexlk ......as 10
inYe5tigale ....twther the change in
s.!olUll quo thaI bn:Jugh1 1ANU into
power can be toIcIyartrihud to Mao
Tw-TlA"I!I's theory of~:

lpg.2281

with the: r'der thai :

.. . .aJ :0 1$ Of eoncbsIons appIic

.. 10 . .... ,m15tion In South
Afnca fright be lcuw:llo '""""9f! as a
by-pn;dd 01 research .~ lpg.91

The loIowIng disdeinwt" is nwde:

Ihls book Is not bImed aI determin
ing how - C' duI or wei lhe war W<lS
fought. II don not _ k to eMmine
the P oblerm enc:cuntned by the par
ticipants, for example . the puJ::w""
of opposIllon by ZAPU. of support
from the USSR laYOUrlng ZAPU, of
the impoct ol lhe war 's being carried
Into Mozambique, of the difficulties
caused by f1uctUllllons In the interna
tional relll tlonll 01 Mozamblque or of
ZANU ltsell." (pgs. 230.-1)

..

This Review

I am to ....-.ace Pandya's study... lhe
light d Mao', -""'*' an::! bMr: ine
an::! theory on the QI"'""""'" 01~
an::I the~ app&eetjon thereof (if
MOJl by ZANlA.

I shaD. f\nl: prewnt Pandya's Wf'Sion
of Mao', theory llfld his wrslon of
ZANlA'S application thereof. This
don not .....,n thaI I agrH thor
Pondva'. a rglJm 4!'n fs (IN! correct,
either In whO/I! or In port. Not at a ll!

As is departure point 10 this subject,
Mao remarks In hIs -'Ysis "Frob
IollTl5 of Strategy In Chlna's Revel·
u!lonary W. r " pen ned du rIng
December 1936:

-n.e '".... of 100. Me • ploblem
~ llI'I'jIOI'"Ie directing • _ Il'IlS

!IlUdy and tolw.

'The "'.... of ~,,'kmo'l' 100' life

• po o:i:lIa .1IIAIich IlnlJClrl<! dU ectio '9 •
rewlutionory _ mUll study an:!

""'"
'The IoWlI of Chi....,·. r"<!UOIutlono'l'
1m. _ a p oblem ...tIich .-.yone
dU ectilIg Cb!na'.~ IIIllr

rrust study llfId .....-

It Is~~ltOi l e:t 10 trans
plant Mao·.~ hob-boIuf, to
the 5b.Witlcn In~ or to any
other situfItIcn lor thiI would MIlClUnt
to "~ the leet 10 fit the shoes."
War and It$ lfIws llIl! dewloplilen~.

The COlIC.e!e " pplicatlon of Mao·s
ml1ll"lY ,d enee 10 strategy, cam
paigns and tactics requires:

(,,) sl udylng lesson s, peid l or in
blood, which lire " herltfIge 01
Pl"'t """.., and

(b) lnttng thew leSS005 agllinst our

own uperlc nce , fl»imilllting
....t>lIl Is~ I otje<:tII '!l v.t:IllI: Is
useIesand adding ...... Is spe&
flcaIy our own.

(OeceInbel 1936)

Mao's "Three-Phased
Model "

p~ .• central thesis Is that Mao's
str,tegy of~ _rf""" Is • three·
phased one comprising:

Pha.. I: StTategk: def_1VlI! in
which ·or9"n ISllI~n , consolidation
and presl!l'Vll11on of base llI'US situ
" led In isolBled and diflieult terTain"
occurs. Durtng this phase , "guenilW
lire recruited. organised llI'ld !reined
to carTY out agItlltIon and 10do pro
pagandlIworit.• (pg. 191

Mao'. emphllsIswalon people·s_ .
s.id he: "••• (Wluponlllr<! an im-
portanI factor In war, but not the
&0- I ."" factor: It Ispeople. not tlmgs
thalllr<! del iliA .. ." (pg. 22) The
gueniIa .-my has 10 make do II.o1Itl
meagre resowcesand slOft its caches
In 1M« b1e, lar off and lWQ
hiobited l egloi l$ .

M.o~ that self--defern!
units should be lormed .,....1!il>1 the
n-.-s to proYIde logistical and other
support to the guenIIas. These seIf
defern! uniIs Il'IlS be giwn military.......
PandyB MYS that Mao I~ the
dewlopment 01 separate political and
mUi",1Y hierarchies (pg. 223) He ar
gues further that Mao recommended
that polItlclZlltlon end mobi!lZfllIon
occur vIlI the implementation 01 ,
code of behllvlour. by way of llI'IicIes.
pamphlets and olner Ilterature Includ-
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ing inspiring poetry "rod by w"y of
politicdl _ ings , The use of tradj
tion.sI eu/tural methods was emphas
Ized aod the cause of ".any local
dieon!ent" was exploited "to its fullest
polenlial to create poIitic31 _are
IWS" lpg. 153)

PI\-. n: Str.leglc oIfenslw in
which "'-:" Oloi>': /lCtSof S<lboIage and
ll!IlIllSi5inat of colIabofators 13kes
~. Att.s<:ks art" aho made on iso
Iat«l and wlnerable mi&tdry oIInd
poIa OUIpQ5ls" lpg 23) P/If'Idy<I
iidds: "A«oidii iQlO MoJo. the lew! of
5lICUS5 in carrying OUI any <JlI«k is
~~~ by the foIowing
lacton: pre--.mack pl'epdl'ation. the
IrwI of wcrecy mainWned pIior 10
¥d <liter !he oIIltaCk• .and the lKlions
lIIi<en by the combal ~it oIIfler tbe
<JIIolIck - In 01""'" words. the key to
~ Iio>s in lhe dm-.ent of surprise .

Pb&M! III: Mobile ....rfollre which
Pandya dncribes es the phase of
"decision or de!>lruction : when "the
·........my's· lkstruction tekes plece by
conventiondl milit<lry oper" tions or
setllem..nt th ro ugh dec ision end
negotiation: (pg, 24) PoIIndy<l edds
"Milo l.sys down two "",in cond itions
for the trollnslorrTl</ltion 01 comber
IWIiI$ Ef"oQoi'9<'d in gu..m11ll war into the
""""""'.srmy fighting 011 conventional
101M. They ere. fi rst ly. incre-.g the
TUI'Iber of comoot.ants and secondly.
mproW1g the <pIlbly of their fight·

"""F~ .1ot . 00 lIIu h I4"w::e: Pan-
<¥ maintains thal this elEnlO1nl is
crociaIlO M.!Io·s entife !>Irate<],!: 11 is
oJPPdI"enl Ih.st no liberation rI"IlMl

nwrtl e.t u:c~ llChWue its ob
ject:il.'II' if it dews no! recpjy,p t .....
nq.Iir«I oIIid. ,,';-',ro and support
from IIw nemahon'" comrru>ily.

lpgs. 2().27)

Pandya stresses thet MoJo's pl'escrt?"
1iw1l'lOdo>l.while~ specifically
lor Olioese conditions. r......aI ".an
.woo.t compk>te bloeprint 101' insur

gency by a na tionalist mowrne-nl

""""
is suppressed by the incumbent
goyemmenl .
is seeking to represent and ga in
the s upport 01"I.srge proportion
ui II'" IUral popeleuon,
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is militolililyMel ""'t~ infer'lco"
10 lhe incumberll gowmmmt.
IS rl'C<"ivlng no SIgnificant aTten
tion Mel support for its CiIoU\E'.

is..,..king lo gain poIitic31 JlOWE'I" '
Ipg. 271

ZANlA and Mao

Pandya ccorercs thelt ZANLAori9in·
ally employed a Gtwvarist approach.
but had to seriously reconsider this
aher the sporadic a nd lnelfec-tiw na
lure 01 the Opl' ratlons Iollowing upon
oIInd including the B.snlo> of Sinoia Of}

28 Apr~ 1966 became apparent .
lpgs. 16 1 .md 22 1)

By lhe end 01 1972. ....,..s Pando,.oa .
ZANU ..... abIo> to E'Slabiish political
cellsin~ By mil:H978. the
Tribdl TrW "'rods beume W<:Ure
baseart>M for ZANLA ZANLAlarge
Iyde pl'nded on rt>ar beses 0UIsldt> the
hOlde,s of 2mbal::o.w viz bases in
~. ZarnIJi" oIInd Tan=tiol.

Pandya is mabie 10 dt>hrw ....tIIIt 011

liberollled l'Ol1e' ~errt>d 10. q.aoling
both ZANLA'I dPflnition and tha i of
the Rhco:iesi.ln SecunIy Forces. What
is d eollr. howeo.oer . is that ZANLA did
no! dai im to haYe- loIlIl administrolltiw
.md mdlt.vy control O'NI' any pilrt of
Zimbabwe by oov'
N.......rt helt>ss. Pandya equatt'S the
ZANLA-delined hbereted zooes to
Mit,,-s ·bis... <lreas" and Iroces the
cho ice of te".ain (areas cowred with
high mount<lins and Iargt> ri\1(>r~) as
alS" thl> fact tMt ZANLA chose the
,,,iI',,", ",,,son 1o ;"\,. " h its oIIttacks eli ·

redly 10 MoJo'I pl'ncripuonl.

Pandya admits tha t ZANU h.xI bnlo>
or no 1l.-IIXnS in mobiIiling the so
cal led 1 ndian" oIInd "Coloured'" sec
t~of the Black popuLotion. Ht> also
!>Irongly cont..nd~ t!lolll ZANLA guer.
tin..s \Wre recruited from refugees to
Mozambiqu<' and z"mbia: ""l1l<' r..a ·
son for such a lIIrge percentage 01
rural peesente being recruued was
"",inly because th"Y "x"e ground be
rceen two millstones - the military
and ltw police on the one ,;;de and
the lANLA force l on the other,;;de:
lpg. 85) (emphasis iOdded)

n... author', cont..nhon is tha t lhe
pr"polldE'/IIlCe of rural peesants in
ZANU', riVlks shows 011 d irO!d app/ic<o·
l ion of Maoisl: miLwy !>Ir<l1e<],!. Ht>
describes the complernerrtMy roa.. of
the young oIIpprentice milil<ml:s. the
mll';;bos .and I....... fern.sle equiwlenlS
of .lll "9". the chimbulidows "'~

... Acted o!lS liaison between the
popul.5hon oIInd the ComboSl.....
Acted o!lS IW....-. between com
oot wUtl,
Provlded inIonnation and 1tS

sisUlnce 10 tbe gueniLos.
Pt-ovided Iogisfical.and other as
sisUlnce: (pg. 951

and informed people of pungwt'S
(politicolll meetings) Chi mbwidows
al50 speclf~ lly provided food forand
washed the clothe-s 01 tt... guerrill.s~

and <scted a~ slng..rs and dancers at
pun9""-'s , (pgs , 10 0-10 1} Pandya
concludes thatthe role of1m. mujiba.



and the chlmbwldows corresponded
euetly 10 tNt of Mao's §e/f-delenu
unit$. even though they ~ un
trP>ed~. lpg. 224)

Pordyil~ thet ZANI..A WIstNe
klrS tnlined in the PwpIe's IWpubfIc
of Olina~ imbued with Mao Tse
Tung Thought The " ppl icatlon of
Maol ill s1r" tegy wlthln ZANLA, Pan
dya mIIinl<1ms, is epperent In;-

1aI the ZANI..A Code of Bet-iour
..tdch IoIIillS a IIE"11>alirn tIdupl:iOl. of
Mao's lhrN ruin of discijAo Ie on::!
nirw points of attention,

(bj the use of dliris 10 wpply 1000,
shelter and intelligence to the
guerrillas '" _ II as the use of
missionaries,

Ie) the employment 01 spirit me·
diums who supported ZANU as
\IirtuaI mi!i!arll and political aoM
son on::! who IWn! a powerful
rMgnel: lor recrUtmenI.

(d) the Issue 01 Mao's Red Book 10
ZANI..A guo,, "" lor dwir per'....~.

(e) the distribution of publiclltlons
such es Zimbabwe News lind Chi·
mu renga N"", bythese guem:11as
to the~ people ,

(fj the fad that guemlas carried
1T'lediclII'opp/ies for the P"l"We,

19) theem~ 01 thimurrngo
lind frU'dom loOngS 10 make
people~ of dwiroppr~
and exploillltlon ,

{h} the use of pungwes to com d en·
nee people and terrorlze them es
peckilly viol people 's courts which
punished "c:oIIlIborlitors" by sen
tf'l'tilg them 10 death or ampu
llIting them t.- 1'9. 1491,

ro the use 01 rlldio f«ilities pKMded
by~,

(j) the use of chlmu.....nga eemes I,e.
noms de gu""" (such as Y.........i
Olimurenga_ You must never
forget the revo!ution.lry line) by
the guenillas,

Ikl the .........enlTaTIon by ZANU', ex
temal llo'illgon mobilizing interna
tiona l support !including the
ivMtion 01 the Smithr~1 and
onobllIining s.snctwry, ecollOi ' Ii(:
and m11leria1l1id, cash gr4l1tS and
recognition ,

(1) The seperenon 01 the mililllry lind
the p:l!iTiclIl wings of ZANU with
owraU oommllnd in the hands of

.8

the Revo lulion".". Council or
Dere-Re -Chjrrerenqa (later the
Central Comminee),

(m) the popuI6r\l.1tlon by the inI<!rnaI
Ilo'iIlg 01 ZANU 01 the IeaderYup
01 Robert GabneI Mugabe IOtlidl
_ irISlrumenllll in bi illgilig him
10 power.

(0) lhe fad tha t tllrgeu lor guerrilla
lIlt3Cks. usually unpopular I"r
mers were decided on In consult·
1I1ion """:th the local p"" w nts,

101 the effective use of the surpri50e
element 10 creale confusion and
~my illIllC09 the gowm
men! lorces. thus affecting their
~....

(p) lhe use of unsophislicaTed _ a
ponry such as Landmines . dy
namite and gren<lodes .

/q) the equality between male end
lemale ZANU\ guerrillas with re o
gard to progrllnWl'le 01 lrllining
and opponunily to rise in rllnk.

Pilndya o:ord.des thaI ZANI..A "P"
plied Mao's SIT<1Ilegies on a virtu<tI
poinI-tJy-poinl basis with~ to
Phase I 01 chim".....nga and sub!>tan
ti/lily adhered to Moo's model wiTh
regard to Pha... ll , P/lndya Is /It pains
10 explain tMI these two phil..,,; coin·
cided and OIIeriapped.

As regards Phase m. Pan;fya argues
thaT while the Rhode i m security
forces had smaller I"IUmbers lhan
ZANI..A and """'" I.OO<Ible to SUSllIin e
c o nve n tio na l c" m pllig n, "It)he
ZANLA Forces were . , . nerther
prepa red . nor could heoe """:Ihstood a
mobile conventiooal /lnack from the
Rhodesian Security Forces In 1979

when the ho<hli lies ended, or /II /lny
olhe r time before thaI date How
........., it is clear tM! shouldeither p.my
haw initiated a conwnTion/II lIltillCk,
ZANI..A foo:ft would eenariy h.we
fared secord best." es. 1871

The .........-.tu.s outcome of Phase I and
n I.WJS the negotiated settlement or
National Convention lit LailC1lster
House fashioned by the West colla·
boratlng with the Frootllne slates

A Perversion o f M ao's
Theory

It j., insIructive 10 note that Parnb
P~ devotes roug~ 5.1'110 of hj.,
s1udy to Mao's Theuy ol lmurgency
Almost 4 1,5% 01 the~ concen
treres on Pha... [ 01 Mao's alleged
s1ralegy as lIpplied by ZANU\, 6,9%
on Phase ll , 3,3'11> on Phase III and
10,4% on Foreign Aid,

P~ maKes Freudian • IOtlidl
.... irdicalive 01 both his dass and
nahonal 0Ufb;,k. Not least 01 these is

the tot.al dislortion and~ 01
Mao's 9,P'lTerTI/Ilk: and comprehensive
miht"ry hne , Reederswill nole the use
01 terms such /Is "terrorist octs" _
Moo's principled opposition 10 ter·
rorism is \egend.My - to describe

"""'" D.

eq....J rewalIng ... the Ic:lIowrog
...."..

"(The rural l»lIWnts In protected w.
!ages) beqan 10 perceive lhe govern'
ment a s the ir enem y, w hic h
sometimes lhe authori ties u"/o,t,, ·
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ntIlely conflrmed by !O!Tll! o f tooir
poorarrangements, lack of pl<Inning
and slip-shod approaches 10 too vil
\ages," (emphasis added) and

"The isoIalIon 01 the l\II'aI population
from the goet't'iILu f<>iled lIS a solution
to~ In Rhod sill. Insle<td it
cOy proIYIded ZANU and ZANlA
with ilflOlher nwthod to rnobiIize 'the
masws·. l;u a lnJe and Iasmg s0lu
tion shcU:I hiM!' bftn Iimeous p0liti
cal cNnges.• lpg, 153)

Pando,e's 0 1'-(0)11 01 MaoisI miIi
tarydocb ' '' !sabsolo «'Illy;.;..... COO'

Q!l fl Clliilg lIS il: don on trMa, Pandya
~ to reduce Mao', military
thoujlt to a "shoppio lg list· and then
tide df the items _iIabie in chi·
mumlgO which bear '" crude resem
blance 10 the Chinese e'll p" , ioe, o::.. 01
gumiIa .....rf,,"'.with" passing ref·
erence to the specl/iclty of conditions
i\ Unbabwe lhenc.. 100 <!I1lployment
of th.. spi rit mediums end the
mlssiorIaries. for Inst"nce),

Buta cursory I!1<4mI""tion 01th.. Pen
dya "shopping list" reveals thaI the
items listed are of the essenc.. 01 any
and "l.'l'ry sort of guerrilla wertere 
these itl!ffill ere no! speclflc.1l11y Maoist
III all!

~ Is impl'lMible 10 lIIlderstand Mao's
rniIit<lry line withoul ~ng
and a pplylng M"rltism'u ninlsm
Maaism. A5 Mao ",id in his DecEm
be- 1936 piece on ""Problems of
Stralegy In 0u1'lll'S lWYolutionllry
W. ·,.
"The naked ~ is not enough. _
IlU5l haw the IIid of the telescope
¥d the microscope. The ManUsl
mrlhod is ow telescopot and "*"0
1COpO!' In~ and militay mal"".
Mao brAandy "ppIied matmaml dia
lectics to the question oIwarf"", and
the dl>wlopment of rO!'YOlulionary
5Il'¥egy for wan..... in China listen :

i-l 1IJllI', oIl<'f'l5ive and defence, ad
vance and retre lI!. v1c10fy and delellt
are aD mutually contradictory phe·
00I'iIffii:I One cenrce eltlst ""';thoot
the other, Tho> two espects ere lit
once in conflict "nd in Interdep"nd·
ence, arid this const itutes the totality
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af a war , pushes Its development for
ward and solves ils problems: rOn
Contradiction· , Augusl 1937)

For Mao, the chief met hod WItS -'0
Ieam warl"", through warl.,.... . . . A
revoIutionory w",!sa 1l'WiS~'

Ing; it is oft"" naC II maner of fil"lt
Ieaming and then doing.lU of doing
and then learning. lor doing Is llseH........
P4Ildy.J uses the terms ",Mation
....,........". and "Party. interchMge

ably l;u this is i1lCQ1 . ....t . tlerben
~ (presently Zirtlbabwo,-'s
MIn$.... of PobticaI Aff~ who re
cently I1IYaOU1Ced that ""Ewn dre<UJI
Ing of sodIIInrn Is a OOfl-'SIiIrter . , .
We won'l see tnJe socialism here .
Nor will ow childr",,· (see~.

ment code~ Ideological dilem
ma· The Nil /aJ Mercury 10 July
1989) grasped this dislll'1ctiul,

"(M)ass part in Cllnnot IIrtlculate e
~nml ideology bece..... they have
to ",commodate '10 many interests.
A partv joined by fOrln<'r tribalists,
recuts and .eglonallsls must com
promise its socialist position illt has
to r..tain these newmembe~ . , .- lAn
Agendo fo r Ziml>:lbwe 1984 1'9. 5)

Gloss

Pardya glosses owr imporWll de
tails. Mota argued that the Party, pro.
vided ~ had the cor ,e.;1 ideolco:.Jical
.and SfTalegic: orient.sIion, II1lJs:t c0m

mand the !J'SIard not the other way
round . The entire dewlopn""1 and
Indej:w-, dence of ZlPA (formed In
1975 to lriIe ZANL\ ard ZIPRA
Q'A'lI ''S) and their cor ....., opposi.
lion to the capitWtionisl Iioe which
began 10 -.... sway in ZANU rates
naC """" a footnot.. In what purports
to be" senous academic study.

ZANU I.loIl?flI through a period of tur
moil and sharp idro!oglcal shu:}gle.
T he deve lopm..n t 01 the errned
struggle produced a revolutionary
headquarters in ZANU. This head
qcerters rejected the Lusaka Agr......
ment of 7 £m,ember 1974 , The
murder of Herberi Chi tepc during
March 1975 followed the Nhari Re"
volt in ZANU and provided Zambia
with an eltCUse to clamp down on
ZANU's .evoIutlonary headquarte~ ,

The ZANlAZIPRA aJliance broke
down in 19 76 whom Nkomo nego.
rated with Smith . While the aJliance
lasted , however , there """"' serious
diff....ences owr mibl" ry stra tegy.
The Soviet-trained ZlPA forces fa
wured. operating lIS a regular <ll1TIIJ
with sophis!lCllIed weaponry. As a
lANLNZlPRA~ pointed
out : "We rweded tiIIes. ltwy W¥l!ed
tanks.' lAJr1cG Confkkntial Vobne
17 Nt...-.ber 17, 19 76) They paid
scant attention to mobi/i'alion and
oonsoIid.mon 01 the masses, relying
on spect«uLv - and ,"," bJIic - miIi
t.vy operations.

ZlPA rejected the~American

Kissinger P\an!September 1976) as
;,II imperialist plot -..lended to sabot
age our revolution.' lcp:lIed by Andre
A!.crcNI Zimbabwe, A R..oolu tion
/hor Iosr its lOOy?Zed Books 1983 ill

105) Al <lb:>ut the time the Paltiolic
Fronl (Pf) Was formed l.e . 9 October
19 76 , [kina", M«:hingur" , Z1PA's
Deputy PoIiticaJ Commi5stl r, gave
this eltpla""tlon as to why Z1PA re
sisted control by the politicians:

·Z1PA is "" army In the traditional
sense of the word, But llPA is a
~ and revolutionary army in the
""""'" thaI it has a 51rategic role of
transforming itself into a political
movement . The llPA s11\1Ct11re at

COI'iVTICldatn the shoukIering of both
the military and the political lasks of
the revolution."

The existence of ZlPA as" separate
faclor was vital In prewnting~
Lalion ill lhe """- Conference. In
order to abKJrb ZlPA into ZANU.
Mugabe formed " politico-militaJy
pact wilh TOIl!:l'J9oSI". Whom Z1PA
acnased the ZANU~oI lack
of conl<lC1 with cadres in !he 1io!Id. 01
Mugabe's lack 01 milit&y knowledge
and of being responsible for the ern
moio camp Jr"IllSS<lCI"e by Rhodesian
troops in Nowmber 1977, Mugabe
and Tongogara sought lhe help 01 the
Frontline statn in rll1l1OVlng and liq
uidating l IPA 's leadership .

There was a significant difference be
tween l lPA "nd ZANU, ZIPA be
IlelJl'd that victory could only be



ochieved via tbe armed $/ruggle
while t he Mugabe leadership reo
garded omH'd slruggle os neoceuo'Y
10 creo le lhe c/imole Jor negotia ·
lions ond os 0 bargain ing chip 10
breok down lhe ;n lronSf9t"'lU0J ,he
while wil lers.

In early 1917. Z1PA guerriIIM ~
~<tders "'fte SIJSIem.lticdy detained
in Mol'lImbilpe or murdered there .
This c~lIred tho> pillh for TOIl909"rll
10 become ZANLA 's C hi ef o f
Defence . Al lhe Chimoio Congress.
ZANU ..stllblished lhat Ihe mi lilllry
should olICC..pt the decisions of Ill<'
poIilieolll Centrel Cceereee.

SimiIolIr WolIYl!S of IIrreslS f"""'wd in
January 1978 l1Jringthe Gumbo Re·
YOllIlotwn ZANIJ\ gu<" I ' M opp<;>sed
lANU's Iirl of political uniTy with
ZAPU. DolIv;d Mllrtin lind Phyll is
Johnson in their book 1M S lruggle
f<x Zimbabwfo RolIv¥t Press 1981 et
275 submit lIlat Gumbo and his fol
Iow<'rs aimed al seizing pCl\'K'f in
ZANU In o rder 10 absorb ZANU Inlo
ZAPU.

Capitulat ion

T h e w idespread dlsco n len l in
ZANlA .and~ the Zirnblob
"""'" masosn ouer the wIIoufat LID
casl:1!f I-kJu,;..,olIisodoes not merit ewn
a fOOlnot.. in Pamya', I!ldy. As
Newsweek 7 January 1980reported
al: page 16:

"'In one grisly~ pem.,ps jJIop1wnc
IncIdo>nt last week. II~ 01 guerril.
iolIs m urd..red a school-l..acher In
fronl of his pupils, ,md Ieh b<'h lnd II
note r..itding ·Down wilh the ceese
fire Forward with the war. '"

This discont<'l'll saw a \WI"" of st rikes
in 2mbllbo.w lifter uh"ru~ mani
feslPd i1w1f~~ 18 July 1989
with dashes bo>to.wen IhI,> army~
'itudenls al: the lJniYl"rsny 01 zm.
babwIo (Daily News 19 .N1y 1989) ,
For lhose who imagine thaI Mao op
jX)Wd stnkn. ""'" need only remin:f
them lhat Moo h imsoelf propo:wd lhal
the right 10 strike be indudPd in lhe
new Conslilulion 01 the People's Re
public o f China in JanUilry 1975.

Mao wollQed re lenlless stroggle olIgolIinst
lhe reollClionalY "tbecrvcl tbe jJlodu,>

' 00

live forces". slruggling fo r
the correcl line viz , "grasp
revolution. pi Ol . lOIe prcduc:"
lion'- The following words
by 1mbabwl!·s firsl u.oo..
Mn rsln . Kumbirlli KolIngai
rq>rewnt jJl"ecisely the line
!hal Mao.mwd to eornbolIl: ,

"The relationship bootwllen
lhe workers and rn.a~

ment should be like one big
family, YOI.l howe 10 respecl
lhem as workers and lhey
hllYl" to respect you liS the
rm~rnent."

- The Herold 26 M;,y
1980

A ZANU supporln obseTwd thaI: 11
.. WnpoMibIe to consIrucl sociabsm
on the supentructu-e 01 ColIpr\olIIIsm."
Woted by Ascrow at 173)

For those who support ..."j prop;I .

g.ole ColIpilu1olllion. MolO gaw SolIge ad
vice on Oclober 12, 1942 in "The
Turning Point in Work! Wllr tr:

"A li lhose who take e pesslmlslic view
of lhe '"""d s ilualion shouk! ehange
their point of view'-

lAre \IOU listening. ColIpr!lktionisls in
oaupoed AuJrua') He el<pIar'Ido>d on
this In "The Present sm.",lion lind our
Tasl.s on Decernbeor 25. 1947,

"Our PMty waged a rftOUfI' slnqJIe
olI9olIonsl such impolenl~~
ale ideoll5 las ColIpitu1olllion.l, which 1m

counler 10 lhe principln of M.olIoo.ism
Lenin ism, resolulely carried oul ils
poIiliclll line o f 'dewloping the pro
g r..sslw fo rces, winning over the
middle forces and lsolallng the die
hard forces'~ resolutely el<p1'lnded

lhe libera led Areas~ lhe People 's
liberation~.-

IrnperiaIrsl Sl:ralegy _ ~ die
IolIled by thfl' need to rmlrl!olIIn ColIpiW
is! !IOCiolII reialions in~. By
lhf1' mid- 1970sthis reqmed a proc<.'SS

of "decolon tzeucn" which w<lUld
prewTW lho> rule 01 ColIjJIIolII .

ZANU oomplelely Ierled to identify
impertolliism as its n umber one enemy
and pr0Poll9a led lhe m yth that Brilaln
was lhe leg il i"", te (,Ic') cclomal

pawn- . lIs s1rlll'-'!lY _ thus alfTle'Cl at
reform lIod dnpll" t he MolIOis t
rheionc lwhid> guarollOlm iI thfl' sup
PJfI 01 both IhfI' ~olIrt prole
!olIliolII ..."j peasanlryI ils ColIpitulalion
III I..olInColIsIn House was the logical
outcome 01 its hislOllJ;md pet il-bow
goo;, degenerlltion.

Bo t h be fore lind li ft e r " inde ·
pendence", ZANU insisted thaI Ihe
Lencester House de,.) WIIS in the in·
le.ests of the Zimbabo.wlln mas!>eS
To ngogllrll "regllrded Lencest.. r
House as II kind 01 'second lronr"
brought llbout by thfl' people 01 Zim
babwe .v1d their liberlltion forces . .
." lMolIrtirl & Johnson Of' n f 1113191'
ZANU not only _lcOl",ed Weslem
imperialism as a progressio.'l" (sic')
force. it ensconced Zimb.tbwe firmly
in the Western c.vnp.

The national liberlllion Sl:ruggle in
Zlmoobwe WdS nol earned 0I.l1 o n dn
IInll -cllpllalisl and an ll ·lmperilliisl
ba.sis . The eim of lhe petil bourgeois
Iead<>rship WdSnot 10 owrthrow ColIpi
taliSl: ...lalions but 10 remoo,oe the dis·
c rimlnlllory struct ures of ....IIler
socifI'Iy whdI hirdln-ed i1s olIdo.rance
meot olIS II sociolII group. As Ror:kIeI·
In puts iI :

"The more I Iww seo!n 01 CORtfties
which ....e olII\ege<Iy M.:!nrsl in Africa.
lhe mor.. 1haw IhI,> feeling it is more
Iabek~ trdpping5 than r"IIIIIy'-

- quoled by Ascrow at 190

Pllndya neglecls 10 inform US tbat a
crllle,,1reason for ZANU "",reeing 10
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join the Plltriotic Front WIIS its hope
INI ~ woukl r~ erms III'ld 11m·
IlU'IilioIl from the 5oYie1 sociaI-irn·
periIIb5ts. (T1wl-krgld 16 Nowmbo1T

"'"War Is the highest
stage of struggle

For Mao. war is the highest st<>ge 01
stNgglelind the purpose of the prole·
tar\IIt In waging war is to delellt lm
perIaIism III'ld reaction lind IIdvIIncfo
IlOCiety to a stIIge wIwreIn W<lr would
be e!lminaled \llilh the eliminlltion 01
dlwes lind the SIille ,~. ZANU
iMI'I failed 10 idenhly the prolelllrilll
as the INding force In Zimb<tbwe."""."9~'s W¥T1ing Ihllt "'ln this
era. any mmlutionary wllr \llill defi·
nitely end in defeal if lt lecks. or runs
counter to. tfK. Ieedershtp of the
prcle tena t lind the Communist
PIIrty: lDeo!mber 19361

Nota ltwl Mao specificdlly included
rim collscious worl<en both in thoe
Corrnutisl: PIIrty and the Red Army.

...~ IIgIliml: the hege"iOilY 01
the pm! bourgeoisie r., pilrticular.
the pe.as.;mtryI rather than the kWer·
ship 01 the proIet..r'lIIt in lhoe Il'\d
U1lontlry Tr'lO\.'emenl.

It is IIbsurd 10 c,,11 "ny str"tegy MCIOisl
il l! !'Miles gueITilkl werf"re prilT\/lry
and regular w"rf" re supplement/lry.
~ Mao emp/lllsiledc

"1.Wns we undersI.4nd this. \I1kss loW

recoghill! that regoJar warfare will
deckle the finlll (lUIcome 01 the ....... .
and urtIe..s loW JliI\I"'tenlion to build
ing a reyuklr " rmy and to sh.dying
and directing regul"r warfare . we
shall be unable 10 def€"t J"p,In:
rProbIems 01 W"r and Str..tegy"" No
\OeI"nber 6. 1938)

II: is rteCe5S<lry lor glJl'l'Tilla units 10
l.ndre.go s1e.tin:J III'ld gradu<tlly trare
brn~ inlo regular foren
...this ..........~ warf....e devriops
InIo rnobW,> IlIilrfare .

No magic short cuts

1he fact thlll the Zimbabwe"n w"r
was aborted oolore it even reached
the scale of genuine pl'OpIe's wllr
IT\lIkeos It enything but e protracted
war. To QiJOIe MM : "'The-re is no

magic short,<: ut" {"On Protracted
War" May 1938}.

1nsI1'.ad 01 following Mao's prescrip
tions . Mug" be chose 10 co-opt
Gon>ral Walls in his te.am .vd~
him the task of inleg1"aling ZA1'o1.A
<>nd ZlPRA \llilh the Rhodesian army.
The Rhodnian ermy which indJded
no!OI'iou$lll1ils such /IS the Selous end
Grey SCouts end the Rhodesten Light
Infantry was composed 01 the worst
detritus from f"iled €mpir@S "round
the IlICIrid <lS .....".II /IS the mosI ruthless
01 Ioc4I eIemomts. At any .."Ie. to
inl'-'YT<1lle a SI'1'1..... army with "" aI·
It>ged propIe's army tiln only be
" imed al demobilizing the peopil>'s
army In lhe inler~ oflmpmalism.

A true MoKllsI would defeal. disinle '
grate III'ld \llin O\.'er pilrt oithe Imper
ialisl "rmy. smash and punish the
pli\late rellCtionary "nnies and shal
ier linddeslroy their police forces lind
punish them for lheir crimes For e1

IeasI nine yeMl. the M'-"3"be gowrn--
mmt suppouwd information o!boUI
"" industrial~tor '" 0Wcurubi
/P;t ees 01 Harare l. made by the
m.:ocro-Bum Comp.vIy 01 J0hannes
burg . which was used 10 crernal€ lhe
corpses at lll1told numbers at l lrnbal>
weans €X~uted during chlmlJ renga.
(Weekly Mail July 28-August 3,
19891.

In the base "Tl!<lS and IhroughooJl the
cotntr,I, il ls vital for a Tl."Idutiono'lry
P.my 10share we4l1II'ld _with the
masses. ZAN1Alargely relied on mu·
jibos .and chimbwidows <>nd did noI

trust the rnas5O!"S : its pungwes 9""'"
only the mosI rudimm....ry poIilical
educ"tion ~nd its lIS<! of the spirit
mediums w..~ not directed lit r" ising
peasant consciousness 10 genuine
r......rulion.lryCOffidousness,

Terence R.onger In PNsonl Con
.sciousroess ond c;..erri llo War in
Zimbabwe Zimb/llm'e Publishing
t-Iome 1985 quat"" II ZANLA guer
rilla 00 the Jevel 01 pofitical eO..oc.ltion
....1pungwes:

'We did no! talk 10 the pee...nls<lbout
socialism, Ah. no, WI:' couldn't do
that. The peesentry are wry censer
vance " nd .......n tod/ly they know
nothing " bout socialism. We had 10
leoct! them /irst about: tl'w evil deeds

and oppression of the regime and
how we had tried to LlIk 10 the lIkJiles
buI f" lIed. 50 !hat we had to • up
arms "la/ 178j

Peo"""",t rebgioo , formed an ino::Iispens
<lbIe p.m 01 !he composite ideology
01 chimlJ rertgo and focussed s1rony1y
on till! Land Question. h is clear IhIIl
susteined effort was required to ere
eIe consciou~ beings who see them·
selves /IS lheir own liw iltors lind
I"ll'ed no aJlCE'$\raJ spirits. gods or
godesses to 1iber" te" them.

ZANU's guerrtIa tdeokgy was ea
pre md any"" the SIlcxwIIJ<lditioo
and culrure. helping 10 alien"le lhe
Ndebde people .mel 10n-inforce eth
nicily. As Ra nger pUIS it ; "The
ZANLA guerrilla ~ were no! sufficient
ly flexible 10 adapt the comPQ5ile
Ideology which served them so _ II
throughout two thirdsof the country."
/et 2 16)

To w""Jl!.... true peopIe's war. ZANLA
and ZANU needed nothing less th.m
the ",. mobili .... ion 01 the b-rtb<tb
wean Nalion. ThaI they f<1iled 10

ochiPve this is "pp1Irent euen in !heir
Inability 10 IT\/Ike good their promisoe

o f disrupting lhe election c""rade
which brooghl BishopAbel Muzore·
Willaoffice during April 19 79 ."'king
Inlimid.:ltion by the Rhodesiilll fore""
fully Into account. ZANLA's suc
cesses in surprise ertecks and <:'\IM

lens shows the dn-ability 0/ Mao's
p1esuipllens: ZANLA did noI utilize
these in any thorou.Jhyoiny rTW1l'let" .

""'"'""To con-perc ".'1_ in neighbouring
..M .... I" .I,p 1",... ..p ", ....~ . ..Ii.;,,-...I ", .
"1..0 within the OOro..rs ofChina ilwlf
is ridiculous, So is the compilrison
between ZANlA's self· proclaimed
"llI."",r" ted zones" lind M3Q's base
"re.ls. At a minurt'un. .... base M e.> is
IRIer the ccrn.pIo-l" wrnml of II",
rewlut:ionIIry army. The polenlial
~ed 10cre.>t" true liberated lOne'S
IIot1om thein~of the wn.....
rEgime beg.m coILtpsing completely
- <lbout: lhe lime 01 Lmc"s1er House'

War of Attrition and
Annihilation

WhCIt P<lndya glibly rt>l~ to /IS~

'"'



I <md Pha... JI requires at the Ie<ost an
~t of whether ZANLA em
ployed the sixteer'H:haracter fornUa
W -ow enemyadvances. _ retreaf,
the enemy <:alTtp&. _ harass: the
enemy !ires. _ attae:k; the enemy
retr~aIJ. we pursue: (December
1936l

In a senk-r colonial situat ion such as
ZimbalJwe 'J was it Is recessarv 10
Consl<'.lntly lure the enemy in deep.
surround it with the rT\(lSSoeS. cut off its
lorces Into ""I'iou$ parts <md <mnihi
late h, GuerriI<I war combines " 101I051"

of attntion with <'.I war of annihiIaliorl .
The fOtrl"O..W is · stra lpgy. one .againsl:
ten; tactics.ten~ one.·

Mao f"I'nph.)sized IhIIl in both regular
<V>d guerriRa warfare it is 1'M'('0000000ry to
stress lhe principles of fighting ballle$
of quick decision. 0 1concentra ting a
big force 10 strike as <'.I s rr\(lll section
of lhe enemy lorces eod to annihilale
lhe enemy forces piece boJ pecc. lhus
Ihrough " protracted ;- ......- car
ryirY"j out a war of alIl1licY.:.againsl: the
enemy ,.d it is _akened to the
poinI~ the fin,,[ roup de grace
can be deliwred to It.

From a Iong-Ierm poinl 0I 1Iiew. lhe
Rllodesi.on Security Forces were se
verely overextended and suffe red
lrom a shortage 01 troops, In lhese
circu~tances. guidcmce is availaohle
Irom Mao"s telegram. "1"he Concepl
of Operalions for the Nonhwe.t War
ThNlre· issued 0ri1g April 194 7 .
As Mao stressed thermoit is imper.
alille ....+wn <:imDtslances are la.o:u-.
.... to ko>t>p lhe enemy on the fU'l .

tire it out. _ar it down. reduce it to
extreme f" ligue and conditions 01
staN<'Jtion and then launch the ollens·
iw to destroy it,

As lhe Leocasrer Hoo..tw conlerence
gal~. the war In Zimbabwe
r<lged more fiercely than III any OIher
tinw since the fighl"'9 began.

Pandya 's Agenda

Mao emph<osized lhal the enemy's
knowIedgo> of the owraD strategy and
tactlcf,of the PeopIe's Army coukl no!
!oil""" it be<;"USoe · .. . OUr stra tegy and
toctlcf, a re based on a peopk,s war;
no "1mY opposed 10 the people can
use ow Sfrategy and tIICIics.·

'0'

• •

In 1953. al lne ..ondus>on of lho! war
to resist USaggression in Korea. M<'Jo
decLlred: ·Our experience is thCIl re
liance on the people tog<>ther with a
fairly correct leadership e""hles us to
defea t a betler-.equipped enemy with
our inlerior equipment.· f Sp.>ech at
the WsIwrn Confert!T1Cel

As for Pandya 's OWI~ on
foreign aid and C1Ss iS'ance. it needs to
be stilled thaI Mao's LlsIingempha.sis
is tha I people. no! foreign aid or
sophisticaled _ aponry <'.Ire decisive
in any W4r , Pandya I"ils to .......Iyle
ZANU's struggle to achieve recogni·
lion in the lace of the slranglehold
ex....cised by ZAPU in "'''9U'! with the
ANC of South Afric<'J and the Soviet
Union. Mao would have had no truck
with the interI.-rence and pelty hege
mony ""'-""Ciwd by 'iUda forces an:j

the Frontline slates on the penern
and pace 01 Zirnb"b"w 's nalionallibe
ration struggle .

Mao could well h<lve been talking
<'.Ibout Pandya when he commented ,
"Epistemologically spea king . t he
socrce of all erroneous view$ on W4r
lies in idealist and meehanistic lend·
encies on the question.• 1M"y 1938)

No!: that P4ndya has no agenda: he
nv.;t certIIrij has' On page 230 01
his book. P4ndya altempts 10 <!r_
tho! "'-:Ins 01 the~.m n ·
pereece for occupied Azemio. He ad
vises that:

I. There should be no prccresnne
tion towards achieving " political
soIullon. eM "Ihe "hearts and

/

minds oIlhe prople. wil be IosI
and lhere \WII be ~ead in
surgency,

2. The political solution must consist
01 refo rms, and

3. In arriving at the political soIuloo.
"it is vitIII that the authorilies work
and consuII wilh ... the parties
cOllce llled.·

High Tide o f Revolution

ThaI advio;e such as Pardya 's is being
I<'Jken senousIy and tha I a complete
betrayal of the 1TI<'J5St'S figures promi.
nently on lhe Aunian agenc;la is cb
vious. But. to quote M<'.Io , lhere will
"soon be e high tide of revolution·
both in Az.mi" and in ZinQbwe.
Usten 10 Mao 's n pklna.tion :

"But ...nm I SII\I that !here wiI soon
bea high tide 01 revoluIion in Otina.
I am emphalicaly no! speaking 01
something which in the words of
some people ' is po5Sibly coming'.
something illusory, unattainable " nd
devoid 01 signllicance for action, It Is
like a ship far out lit sea whose rT\(lst.
head can already be seen from the
shore, it is bke the morning sun in the
east whose shimmering rays are
viJib'e from a high ITlOWtIIin top, II is
Woe a dWd about to be born ITl(JW>g
restlessly in its modwr's worrt>.•

. H islory oj fhe Communis' PartV
oj lheSoviel UnJort edited bya C0m
mission of the CPSU(B). New York.
1939 111page 275

I remembe r trudging th rough the
streets of Zimbabwe during the lilrh
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"nnivers"ry celebreuons o f Zim
b.lbWe" ~ "indl' pelllknc,," "t"",n "n
Az.Ilni"-n e"ile exctermed 'Wh.ol Zim·
b<lbWe despl'T"I"ly n....-d~ is Bl.xk
~. - I ""OfI<k>. if all those
uA>o llfe indulging in -"''''lIng for Mu
gabe· lanl<1sies - lhe ""'l~ 01 whom
;,n Colin 5Ionemllnand lionel Oilfe
in dwir Zimbobue PoIllrcs. Econo
mics and Socif' l v P1n10!"t~.

London 19 8 9 - do nol hitve "
darnm'I_ of ~.oCi 1>U Ren", ,""-'r
•...,.mg lor Nyer01TeT

A rigorOUS and (Ol'l«j "PfllicaollOfl of
Mao's pobfic.1l llOd nultt«y """ C4n

be seen in In..ac1MT~ t ''''' Commun
i!ll: Party of Peru lPCPI. •E"ferrro 10 in

thO' media as The Shmlng P"lh or
Sen<kro L Um l r"lO$O, The PCP pro
dioims;

"Com.ade M.lo te« h..-; "" Ih.oTt......e
is on/y ooe ....oy to ....i1<' poIihc<!l
power: r<'V()lulion<lry vioIotnc". The
theoly of wiling pclW\>r by the peece
ful toed is " 'Tong. lmp'<lCticabk> and
.evisionist. R<"YOIuIlO!1 IS the OWr
lhrow ofone class by ,molh"r erd lhe

old c","sws will new. give up lhei.
poIiTic,,1 power voIunt"rily. not even
in the worst crisi" The only "'''y to
deel wilh ttwm is to~ them ""'''Y
through .nooIulion<lry ......r. by TOO'iUlS

of r<'V()luho",,'Y " rmed force We
should keep this unt....rsa lly oo/id
principlO' in mind ·

"We should lIlso keep in mind one of
M.mo,·s grNl wKhings; 'Onct> the
banner of Tt'\IOlution is r" is«!. iI can·
not be~ed "9"0. -

"Thts meMlS IhlIt tn...mned S1TU',1S1e
must be~ lIOd ~ed in.
In order 10 IlIunch the'~'swa r in
Peru the Corrwno.nist p"rty of Peru
made lhe gre"t df!'cision ..........10 lay
down Its "rms ......~ (Ol"llITUlism i5
'NCIwd "

. from thE- "Worldwide C"mpilign
Speech 10Support the p~.s War
in Peru", 1986. ('TIlphMis added

Recommendation

P"ndy" has cert"inlychosen an excit
ing iI,pecl of chimur"ng<l lo ilnillyZ<'

bet he f"ils 10 do Juslice 10 his task
His sludy is uwfuL hov.iever. for lhe
date cc aected WIthin us pages. not
leasl of which is a h.ondy set of diag
."ms, tableos and pho!og."phs ,

The prinler 's grt"lllhn her; not spe-ed
P.vdya The mosI glaring error is the
ambiguily of lhE- IWtd -lhey" in the
wnleT"ICe • A.$ a .null one finds it """Y
diflicull 10 decerrnirw whether lhey
.......e realy liberalro ltln<'S. tbet is.
zone'S lnier ZAmA occupation and
n*!.lpg, 571 Oher errors are thE
IIlisspd illg, of · suit"· !or "suit" on
page 6 1 line 4 and of •sprYTter" for
·splinter· on page 191 line 6

The .Nder is aoMsecI to read Pan
dya ', book "9"insl M.lo Tee Tung's
~ works and ZANU/ZAlIilAs
<lC'luai pO"fform<mce. If thE- reeder is
urebe to obl" in M.!o·s works "nd
reed widely on lhe Zimrebu.o:!"n rev
olution. lhis book is rtQl recorn
mended , •

- Nhlanhla Nyld"
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lANGUAGE POUCY IN A FREE AZANIA

Language has a Dual
Character

ornlc, poIltleel . mlIltary, c:uItUflll and
psychoi0gicai~ for the
people c:I the worid today. II c:ouId
lM'fI lead to MLx..",." (IbOdI

SimiIarIy,Ianguage ilI~ aho Iva
!tuft elements. w :

la) ill " prcdJct: and II refIec.
~ tlon of tunan. bmgs o::om

ITlUr'Ibling wtth 01">1: <lin'

otIwr in the wry IlnIggIe 10
aeale~ and 10 (:(1ft-""•.

carricT of culture.

language lIS communication has
three elements.w.,

la) the~ cI real life ie the
relations peope enter WlIo in the
I!lbwr p oe-.

1bI ... II Ie comrTu1lcatIon in pro......
lc) wrtnen sip.

lb) lIS lin Ima ge-for m ing

-'.
Ie) lIS a dl5tlnguishlng feature

of a cu/tull! .....tlich has lt$

peculiar hlslory and tradi',...
Language lIS cornmunicalim
and culture Is the qutntessence
of hUlTl/lr'l bell 19l1eS1;

l..anguag.t Is thus Insol'parflble from
oonehIes ill a corrmuuty of tun..
beings- lpg. l61

and the Cilpadly 10 -order sotn;Is in
II rTIllt-..- that makes lor mutual com
peN,... ,bet ' 22' "1unan beings is
...-....ersaI." !t>9.151

Europeanizing Afrika

DespIte the alsls of Identity of the
\IlldIlaling African petit bcugetisi2
who produced IileraI1,n In European
iangl lllgl!l " ill If there had never been
literature in Afrlcan~"Afn.

can lIlnguages simpIy"refused 10 die",
The peasanlry"saw no eOrltrfldiction
betweeTl speaking their CIlNn mother
tongues and belonging 10 II lIIrger
natlonal or conllnenlal geography",
they had "00 complexes llbout their
W!guages and the cultures they car
ried!", (pgs. 22·23)

•=

From the uay orw1, _ In exposed
to NgugI's llI'IlSIysIs c:I contending so
cillI forces. His booIl Is 01">1: thIIt i5
born c:I the~ stJuggIes c:I
African people, ITlllR spedfiaoly the
~ people (the pens my and
proletariat) ll911lnsl the · _ IIpon
d !"led and lICI\aIIy d.ail'IlDeashecI
by WnperiaIism" agant: tift "colee
tiw~"w. ·tIw~bomb·

lpg . 31,

"'The effect c:I II oAtwal bomb is 10
annOiIate II people's beIid in their
rwnes, in their languages, in their
enviro"meut , in their heritage of
struggle, in thrir WliIy, in their C<tpil"

cities and ultimaTely in tt-etm+ '1!5 "

The I'ld reUb cl lhe~ bomb
_ "dnpNr, dupo"deilcy and II cd
IcctMI! dealh-wlsh"1IAlIc:h~cob
nlaItvnIo~.

In the cultural II rcr"W1 . Ngugl sees real
revolItion lIS pos,sib!c If the indigen
ous~rcgalnascmdancyand

assume command of~y Inter'
acIIon and ll!lations belween pcopIc.
He elaborately show!. how any lan
guage has a dual character - lIS a
means of eommuniclltlon and lIS a

DECOLONISING THE MIND:
The PoIItIa of Ungu.,ge in Afri
ca n L1tetature b~ Nt" gl ....
ThIong'o (London, .komes Currey
Ltd, 1986). 114 pp , R29.95 +
RJ,89 GST. AwUlabIe fmm DAVID
PHIUPPUBlJSHER tpTY) LTO.PO
Box 408. GPe".;d. 7735. Tele
phone 02 1-644136

LANGUAGE POUCY AND N.o\
noNAL UNn'YIN SOl111f AfRI..
CVAZANL\: An E.Myby NeviBe
AI..ander (<Ape Town. Buchu
Books. 1989), 85 pp. R12.00 +
Rl .56 GST. A"eiW+o from
BUCHU BOOKS. PO Box
2580. Cape Town. 8000,
Telephone 02 1453786

NGUGI ~presses the hope
IhaI the issues he raises in
Dec%nlslllg thl!' Mind wiD
find echoes In our hol"'rts. [
m.:U<e bold 10 SIIy IMl the Is·
sues he raises muse tug III the
chords of every Black heart ,
th<tt Dec%niling the Mind
is a journey IIwl,dl~
pe ople everywhere must
~ In their IndvIdu<oI
and coIIectlue sojourns 10 IV'" Dr Nelli/ie Alu onder
cocer their birthrlghts. 50 tha t
they can sIeql nol 10 dream
"'h.d. drownlo change the world."Ipg .
31

The Cultural Bomb

Ngugi', 6Jlfln)OCh to the "stuJy of
African reaIitin" 1s lllICJWldy ..tt-im
~. I-W says in the "1ntrc:d..:
lion" 10 this book:

•Any blow against irnperia/isrn. no
maner the etIWt .vwJ regional origftl
ol lheblow, is ", llidory for aII anti-im
per\aIbtic elemeflls irl d the nati0n
alities. The son total 01 aI lhne
blooNs no II>lIneT~I !horn" IIoOeighl,
size, seale. location In lime and space
rrlolkes the national herilagol." lpg_2)

lmpetialism Is no mere sloQ<m. 54Y5
Ngugl:

"It 15 real. Ills palpable In content and
lonn lind In lis methods and effects
... Jmperlaliml Is total: it has eccn-
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To those who "rgue that tbet the
I.rilY of the African people ~es
IN use of one or anod>er foreign
~ - ....t>etIwr English. French.
(ierrnan or~ - as /ingllC'
Irclnche Ngugi has " question:

"(Bty our continuing 10 wnte in
forei!pl~ p1IYirY,j homage to
thftn, Me we rQ on the WMoIJIlewf
C(lf'Itinuing IMt neo-cdoniitI skMsh
and cringing spirit) Wh.ll is the dif
ference !:let_en a politician who says
A/rlca cannot do without im~ism
and the wrill!!J who SdYS t""t Africa
camot do withwt Europe¥' I'!fl
guagesT lpg. 26)

Ng\7Ji mekes the forceful poll'll that
Utl!!Jature in fo reign ""ngll<llJes can
....ver conslitute Afrlaln Iiler"ture'

ThI domination 01 Black~
by European langu.tg<>s bolslers and
~ the poI1tico)l"nd /!!COI'lOII1iC
mar"uding of Africa and the entire
BL!I<::k work! by imperialism. It sub
jeCtS the wry lill'lQUo'9t' of real life 10
Iomgn domin<ltion. Ngugi dedMn:

"Thechoi« of~ ¥Ill the use
10 which lilngwge Is put is centr.,) 10
a people's definition of themselves in
relation 10 lhe entire univerw, Hence
~ has aIw"'J5 been "I the h<>ar1
ofthe two contending 'iOdaIlorces in
Africa of the twenlieth~.- lie
mperialism and lhe resisl"nce) lpg
4J
Ngugl SONks to inlti<lle a break with
thispr_iIing trend 01 Europe3Oizing
""'*a.He~:

-nus book. Ooco/ollising ,~MiOO,
1$ my f"rl'Welllo English as" whicle
forany of my wrilings. From now on.
It is Gikuyu ....nd KiSwahili allthe v.'~ ,

~.I hope tholt through the age
Wd medium of translalion I sMl be
able to contirue dialogue v.lIh ...u."
lpg. KivI

Alrer " U. Afrika "rwE'ds back its econ
~. ilS politics. ils culture. if. Ion·
guoges and all il. pelfriofit ,,:rifers,"
lpg, lCii. emphasis mine)

Writing in African \angui>gesamounts
to largetlng the social fo rce tha t
stands diametric"lly oppowd to Im
periaIio;m IIil lhe working masses. It
amounts 10 ""Tiling in the~
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of reseaaece . rebell ion and rewlution
and reOOdng the role 01 fomgn Ian
QIIiIIgeS to intema!iorlal~
lion . Writing in f~ Iangu1tge5
means Ih.... t the working peo ple
whose struggles feed the writer's
work will~r reed It.

Nairobi and
Kamiriithu

An important Iandrrerk In Ngugi"s
growth was the 1974 Nairobi c0n

ference on the leaching of African
&tl!!JallU in school!s. A worlting com
minee drafted r0CCIIT\lT1oef"llons on
policy and on syllabi In accordance
wllh the Cooference resolution that
the Eurocen tric langll<llJe e nd Iii·
er.....e syllabi be owrhau\ed, Says-
"AD in all, the r"J'OI'I is shot \hro.Jgh
....nd through with II consciousness
th"t lrtereture i. .... powerful instru
ment in evoMng the cultural ethos of

" people: (pg 99)

Dec!sNe in Ngugfs "l'pi5tend yo aI

break" IIIiIhhis past prllllis in the area
of fiction and theatre was his partido
patlan in the activities of the Kaml
rllthu Community Ed ucation " nd
Cubural eenrn. since 1976,

"'The poocess ... "'" one of tonIinu
ous \earning, L.eaming 01 our history.
Le"ming of .........t obIains in factories.
Le" rning 01 what goes on In fenns
end plante tions. Learning our lan
guage. for the peilS¥l1s """""' essen
tially the guardians 01 the \anguage
Ihrough ye¥s 01 lISe ." Ipg. 451

Ngugfs abandonment of English as
the vehicle of his ide" s represents the
clrmex of his own long slroggle
~ the oppie!! ..... and detuna
nising~ reality I'M!' saw
around him. the climax of his long
-quest lor reJeuance" as en Al riron
writer ,

Since 1977 when Ngugl pertrWd Pe
' ois of Blood. he has written """'II
....:w1<s in Gik>¥> ....tlich~ been
transLJ,ted Inter oliO 1n10 Eng~sh.

There is no w"" that the non-Gi
kuyu!KiSwahifi-spe" king world will
be deprived 01 Ngugl's cre"tillity and

""'"'

A Welcome Decision!

Ngugfs deci:lb1 is a book! one which
mw be apPlauded <'lIId emulated.
Ngugi does not ....rgue thai writing in
Black ""ng UdgcS per se will bring
about .... Bl.xk cultur.,) renaissance:
5IJCh writing must c.my the content
01 the peo ple 's "nt!-imperialist
5lfUggIes 10 liIer"te fhe;r prOO..octiw
fOKeS from foreign conlrol ,

The spirit which Ngugi dispklys reo
minds us al lhal which underIles the
lollowtng ~tions. the firsllrom "
rattwr I.Wl6keIy 5CJUTCe :

"The Language 01 the oppressor in the
mouth of the o ppressed is the Ian·
guege of slaves: ' lJohannes Hendri
cus Br ....nd . the President 0 1 the
Orange FTel/' Stale RepojJIic. c0m

menting on the Ang6cilatian poky
imposed on the Boers.ThisIf' lOl" tiof'l
was often used by participants In the
Sow.>to Uprising to reject the ImlX>
silion 01 Afrikaans on Bleck school
children!) and

"(D)ecoIoni1<o1ion is always e ..;oIen1
phenomenon .•• It!; I.nJSlIilI impoI1.
ance Is that it constitutes. from the
very first day , the minimum <k>mands
ollhe colonized, To teO the troth. the
proof ofsuccns lie:s in Il Il.OOle 'iOdaI
~ beingchanged from the bot
torn up. !he extr<>ordinar,l import·
aoce 01 this change is that it is willed,
called for, demanded, The need fo r
th is change eldsls In crude slate . Im
petuous and compelbng. in the con
.ciousness and in the Iiw5 of the rnm
and women who are colo:lrn-I . Bu;
the possibilityol thischange is~
experienced in the fonn of a terri
fying future in lhe consciousness of
anoIher 'species' al men ....nd women:
the coIonil:ers." (Franu F.mon Tlw
WIl' IC,,", of ' M: Ea rth)

The Second Severing
of the Umbilical Cord

One Is snuck by the lact Ihal: for the
BIIldr. inteligentsia.. there are two mo
menlS In their !lueswhen their .."biJi-.
cal cords. are severed - the first ....t
birth and the second with the edop
lion 01 the colonizer's lilnguc>ge. The
process of .,)ieTlalioo could rQ be

'"'



more , omplete.

Ngugl ls al pains to emphasize thaI
how ....vIew~and our omYI
ronmrnt Is depend",nl ' on where ....
SUIfId .-o rd - ..slliptoimped'B " in
lis aD'Iial ani neo-ookriaI lIages .
. ." es. 881 This ,,!tQIIOrllldS as a
Ialil lor locating the IIiew5 propo.nded
by AIh.vlder in his essay.

The Scorpion

AIeXllnderteckes the queslkln o f lan
gu;>ge from the s1andpoinl lhal for a
new society to emerge. an lnequIIIities
beI..-n and i1ITKlOgsI people musI
be deslroyed . He says,

' ••• (A)II 1hese diflt'l'ftll .~.

are part and para! of one OWl rldio '9
e:p..onIior\. 1Iiz_, how do 'oW abolisto
soda! ~iIy t-ed on QDlo.w.
dim. rdigiouo beIit+.l, Sft.. Ianguq
group or any other basis?'" es.n
Alexander S1resses that in spile of
diwfw irllerpretatlons and ideoIogi.
eaI Irends in the st ruggle In Ar.ania.
an partk:ipants aTE' agreed lhal they
are "hy ing to bring about ""tional
unity ." He adds

' . , , (W)l' ar e lJying to enoourage all
our people to beooi ,oe (XIfl5dous of
!toe I«t lhallhey belong 10 one South
AfrbnIAzanian nation." (Ibid!

BUlding a nalion means ' ••• fighIrog
againsI racSn anl i09"ftII iI'thnil: ci
visions or ethnic:~,'lpg .

ffl
In h is adv<x:acy 01 "nation-bJilchng·.
AIeXllnc\er inslSls th.:ot the dilfereno:e
between ad\o:>cates of non-rectahsm
and those 01 ",nli'rac: ism are lno::oose
quenlla! ~no::e 'being non-.ac:1a! or
antl-racisl me<ms being for !IOITIO!

Ihing.· A1eXllnder'S preoccuplllion
ItIiIh superfk:ial ooity (Iedng to moo
SIT05ities IiI<e "Sotd> AfrQ/Azania
a nd · non· rac: ia lism!an ll· rac-lsm1
leads10 his";' . '!l OWl" the WlY real
>deological s1ruggle oong waged
around the 0JI ...... p1s of antkac:ism
a nd non·racialism. Non' ra,ialism
simply muns !he non-e:iSIence of
racialisl a ttitucles o r terdei'\de$: it
don no! IT"lO!<lf\ opposition to rac:iaI
ism ~et alone rac:lsm) a l an , Anli·
racism me",ns ac:ti"'l! opposltloo to an

...

a l-pnwding sysIem whidl aJows
one group to 9 ""gaIe anoIhef using
!he «li ......pt 01 · rac:e". AnIHac:ism
~psulates non-racllllism.

AleXllnder's departure point Is th.:ot ' if
we wa n t to light agains t ra, ia l
p re)lldic:e and radsm. then we have.
among other lhings. to break down
the language~." (pg , 10) He
then sea eu to show how English
and Ahikaans beume cIominanI OWl"

OIM languagn in~ Azania .
mainIaining lh<tI lhi$ 1rq.oage poky
........ds wilh the ·ecoo ....,. and p0l
itical donW>atioro of !toe ....tvIe rn
nony in lhi$ COU'lIry." (Ibid! Thus
"'the oppfn6ed people~ 10 forgo>
Wl!lIpons out of the same maleriidsso
tNl they can de fend the~ and
break the domi""tloo 01 the ruling
group." (pg . 11)

AIeXllrder"S departu.e point smac:ks
o f a ·~ke ·wh.:olever-you--un- from

the '5Y'!O!1Tl-to-destroo,Ml" ",ndrome,
The expectalion Is lhal ltoe s<:orpion
.... sing itself 10 dealh, But !his is
dange-r0U5. bececse the~
might wei tun on us' Says Ngugi
about lhi$ uery attmde,

"Thedasses lighmg against impeIiaI
ism .. . have 10 «li ,h<H d lhi$ 1hr~t

with !toe higher and more creatiuE'
c;ultute of resolute struggle. These
d a!;5O!$ have 10 wield even more firm'
Iy ltoe weapons 01 the s1ruggle con·
lained In their roltures." (pg. 3)

Cultural Imperialism

Alexander's ouIlineofI'" British p0l
Icyon the \anguage qunlion notes

'"By ttoe middle 18 70 's lhe Chief Jus
Ike , J H. de Villiers, , ould ten an
audleno:e that allhough the time Is still
far distant when the lnhabit<mts of
this coIort:.' wiD: speall and ac:1<.ncJw.
ledge one '<H'",.....malM·tongue. it
......... oorroe a llaS! , and...+.en II don
oome, !he L"ngwge of Greal Br;t"in
.... also be the Irq.oage 01 Scuh
Afrb · !P3. 161

Alexander sketches !toe ~ural im
peria/km pe,pelraled by W<'SIO!I'T'lnS
in oc:cupied Pwoni.a wry dearly:

"T he ir (Ind ivid ua l mi ss io na r ies)
avowed aim was to assimilate their
'wards' jntc the 'Western Christian
CMhzation' whic:h lhey genuinely be
lieved w.liS superior 10 anything that
Africans had ewrprodlKecl."!P3. 1n...
' For ltoe ooloniwd people them
wNn. !his lBritish \anguage poIicyl
mean thai Engltsh la~ and
English OJItural Trlllls ac:qJired an
ecoow:xnic: and social vakoe lhal ..
IfHSI.ITE'd alxwe all~ .....iIe lheW
own I..r-oguages and~ 01 !heir
ndtural lraits """'?TE'~ and often
despioed A typbl ooICHlloed mind or
slave menlality became one 01 the
mosl poIenl weapons 01, oIon ial pol.
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Icy, a programme built into the con
sc\OlJSI"IeSS of black people (and of
man\I whites) that ensured that tbe
st<ltus quo was, by and Iarg.e , ac
cePtedas good and just. All thet one
had 10 do was to climb up the socio
economic ladder which stood ready
fCl' every competenl, abstinenl and
disdPfined person to mounl. If one
had these altribuln and was able 10
c:orllfIUllcale in English. then - in the
m¢'ology of coIour-biind individual
rights - the~was the limit!" lpg.20)

"'",,,,...""'.
"$oudl Africa , , , is a country where
African, Etft>pean and Asian cuhwal
traditioills haw inlefese<ted for some
three centuries and more and In
which an~ national culture is
I:a1g camedand given expressiol i 10
by means of """"Y differenl Ian
Pge!i." lpg. 48)

nus is a laIIacy: it ","'as Inl~ (IIi<!
Itw'our,;l the S' t.;"?' ion 01 African
antAsian lie Black)cultural ITac,iIliorlS
thai. ....ttite people olSCended to the
positiOil of dorrun.lt lOl'l and control.
The struggle taking pece in lhe lin,
9astic arena is merely a pari of a
struggle w h ic h includes Black
peopIe's quest lor lrue humanity asa
lIiIaI ingredient

The - I'llerwction" AJex.ander refen
to presupposes lTIIlIuaI intermingling
01 abures MOO of struggles lor
dominalion. This ctJItwai miscegna'
til;n and bastardiul lion~s ,nal
\\Me dominanl culture is TlCl( an im
posibon <Jrl Black rulrure. This posi'
til;n act ually neg.ales struggle in the
ClIlIur<tl terrain. A.:Mx:a11"S of lhis pc
sition <lltempl to deleal the need for
soIiWrity, the awareness of iclentity ,
!be strengt hen ing of the "we" versus
"thern" a ltilude , Th is, in short.
amounts 10assimil.!lion and wliffiolte
'" to CAPITULATION!

AJo:,X<lnder correctly s ates-

10 the emergent A2anianlSouth AI·
ecennalion, the interests of the mao
jority. r.e .. of the block workers, <Ire
and should be paramounl and we
should , therefore. base o,-,r language
pol icies <It all levels of our sociely on
this feet." (pg 52)

He promptly somersaults, however:
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", , , mhe most appropriale scenario
appears 10 be one which assumes
thet English will be the lingua franca
of a liberated Azartia, regardless of
the sockreconomlc 5IjSlem tbat will
prevail ." (pg 53)

A1eKander Is careful eboct how he
WClfds his suggestion:

'What would appear to be a most
likely scenario is one where English is
uniwrsaIIyeccepeedas an offid<ll lan
guage together with other Iangu<tges,
which """""*' enjoy official status on a
~nol basis. depending on the in
ifi.51 COllU/il h aiion of mother t~

s pea kers of the respec tive la n
~." lpg, 54 - emphasis mine)

Ungua franca cum
Unking Language

As in his arnbivaIence about "South
Africa" 01' "Al«li.l-. "~"

01' "anti...octsm· , Alexander refers to
English lit bolh '" ling"", franco and
a "linking~". He S1r OlJ9ly sug
gests that there emerge a StMld
erdlsed Nguni ",nd Stendardtsed
Solho which "need no! lead to the
disappea rance 01 Zulu, Xhosa ,
Ndebele , Siswali, Sipedi and Tswana
;n;l their d;r' b ." lpg. 64)

The lad of the maner is th<It the
INjoriIy of the people ie the Black
working dass and the pe<>sanIry do
noc onJerstand English. Is Alexan
der's po/Io;y noc strenuous and bur·
densome for the uniwlxll class?
AIeX<loder joint the imperialists in
subordinating lhe peopIe's langwges
10 tbe colonizer s language - English.
Nole how Alel<.ander bomays his lack
of commilment 10 the soci<lli:st revol
\l!ion by po!;tulaling his policy "re
gardless 01 the socio-economic
system th<Il will prf.'V(l U." WE say that
the Dlctalorship of the Bl<lck Proleta
ri<ll will pr""'<lil What is lhe use of
going lhe whole hog to Icemulate a
langU<Oge policy if we do not know the
nature of tbe soc iety we a re designing
it for?

Alexander blandly asserts:

". , ' (Dlnpile the prOOIematizing of
lhe idea of English as the linking
"'-nguage In South Africa, mosl pro-

gresslve people accept tnal between
now and liberallon we nave to pro
mole this solution." (pg. 59)

But A1eX<lnderis not seriously sugges·
ting lnal English provides merely a
stopgap so*J.lion. He is saying thaIno
matter ~t English nas 10 be the
lingua fronco:

'We haw 10 undent4nd lhal unless
the 1Iil$! majority of the South African
population are organlcaIIy Il'lOl:lIIaled
to learn and use English for the ceo
duct 01 their allal.., English will
beoome or remain. as in so many
Afncan and Asian counmes, the Ian-
~ of the priI/iIeged neo-<cblial
i:st middledass ." lpg. 60)

Hence AIexMder wys: ". . . l1ll: Is
more than IiI<.eIy thai: another lingua
froJ'laJ moy eventually~ Eng.
&sh in this lor intemal plIJl' "f." lpg
61 - ernphItsis mine). He~
says that attempts haw to be IMde
to make this materialize , Inslead. his
pr~ /UI'IOlI'lb 10 enshnning and
popuIarizng F.ngIish and mamg it!I
position lrM'" jWM:

"AI thai: can be S<Id with some cer
tainty is that we haw to begin lOdoy
10 produce a generalion of~
skilled. \\Ieli-lrained languege lea
chers. In particular. _ need to insist

<Jrl a few speril!rMl English teachers
being emPoYed in -.v primaty
school in South Africa."(pgs. 66-67,
emphasis in 0ligiMI)

At the conference <Jrl l.anguIoge and
51rugg1e hekl on 28-29 April 1989 at
the Ufli\oenity of NaI4l IDurban) AIel('
ander remarked ,

10 future .. , the roleof lingua franco
will become II!Xclusi<>ely that of the
English la.ngU3ge. a nd Afrikaans.
Nguni and Sotho will play, al leas!
inillally, '" socially less importanl role
e xcept in those reg ions whe re
motJ>e-r·tongue speakers of these lan
guages predominale."

- "So """"'1 aboul Afrikazul$?" Len
guage Projects Review Volume 4
Number 2 (July 1989) at 16

No cogent argwnenl Is presented es
10 why English - end nol Afrikaans
whlch A1eKander admits is spoken
and understood by more people In
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occupied Azanillthan English - ought
to be the IJngU(I /ront;(l or even the
linking Ial'lgl.lagl!. While both Engilsh
and Afrik<,an$ lire IangUllg<!S used to
entrench oppresslon. Af~ is e
~ which beloi iQS to the Black
people and musl be repr.!"' \"j'OO by.....
The idea of~ the Nguni
¥d Sotho~ Is <1fl excelIenI
one and \Wfk musl begin no... 10:

l. ac hiorve lind popularize their
5l¥d.vdiz.ation,

2. t- liter"'Y v.o:lIks fk-r ill the
people ', \,wlgo lllQ"'S,

3 . do>wIop 1I teehnlcaI lexicon for
the people', IlIngo"'9"S.

Joseph Tubi¥wI ill ...... Mtlde "'1'he
Ungistic ApprolICh to SeIH)elerTlli-
nation"1n Nationa lism & & /f Deter
m lnol/oll In lhe Hom of A!rico
(edited by I,M. Le\l.rIs, Ilhaca Press ,
London, 1983) wts out to demon
strete the interests IoeTVed by the
choice of lIn offlcllJllanguage:

'The choice of this IangUllS'! (ie olli
e;,,) Ianguagelill entirely the decision
of the state lind the choice Is based
purelyon the convenience, needsand
interests of the continuity of the state.
The imp<lrt llJl observer WOI.iId note
that the indIvIckJaI who cNlImges the
choice of offid<tl Iitngu10ge I\IIS_~
matlcally chlIJlmged the structure of
the state , and hti soughl 10 change
this ill seeking 10 change the choice
of language .... (pgs, 24-5)

Alexander', poop , k will pelJll!N-
ale the coIonlzlItlon of Black people
ill the linguistic _ .

The oob aI Tubi¥wI's .article is the
decllIrlllion:

"In effect IlInguoge Is one of the ele
ments consli~inga culture yet "'- the
........ time ite"~ the entire all-
lure , , , all thlIl threatens the lan
guage threlltens the culture lIS 1I

whole ." (pg. 21)

The Somali
Experience

AleXlI nde r ' s pro b le m with the
propIe's IangUllg<!S Is that they,

,..

". . . do not have enough litera ture
and lack iUl lIdequilte te<:hnlc<tl voca
bulary for the teaching 0/ moo: rl(ltu-
raJ scerce and m.1them.1ticlll sub;ects
above certein SllI"Idards." lpg. 66)

This.vgumm1, puerile and IdeoIogi
eaIIy Iooded lIS it Is, Is ripped lIpart by
a study of the 50rnlIIi ""'I*,ie,-.::e .
W ithin 1I short time, 50mlIIi became
iUl offidllI l\iIlJonlII lIangoage and dis
placed both English and Italian. In <1fl

Mtlde enllded~, National
Col... " . _llIld Identity - the Sa
mail Experience", Hus6m M. Adams.....
ihe ITIOdelllized SorrWi~
reaches its peak of sIJu:illblESG llIld
predsion In the field of science and
m.1thematla." lLewls ed . "'- pg. 35)....
t:ven before the lIdvent of written
Soerell.~ broadca.sters p;on..
eered the expression of new concepts
lind Ideas while avoiding foreign bor
rowings as far as possible." {pg. 331

Surely the same can be done In occu
pied Aunla , One good eMmple is
the coining of ngculaza which is the
lulu equi""lent for Acquired lrrunune
Deficiency Syndrome (AI DS) and
ngqalaslzlnda which me.ans infra
structure by~ M.E. Nene,
iUlllflllOUnCel" for Radio Zulu.

Explaining how the 50mlIIi YOC4bu
la ry d~lopcd to mee t modem
needs. Ad.sm IT'''llrlohS four meth
ccs:
1. utibZi ng the wide riUlQe <md

subtle distlndlons pol~lialIy

existWlg ill ewryday speech.

2. ,h.. ing upon traditional and M

c hllH: VOUbulllry to p rovide
words and el<PfESSicw IS to meet
changing needs.

3. ernpIr;JyWlg old roots /rom both
the general eum,day speech and
the more specilIIized vocabUllry,
to form new words.

4 borrowing words from Arabic,
Italilln and English . (pg. 34)

In Scmelia, public Bfe ts run lInd regu
lated through the medium of Scmalt.
With reQ<lrd to education, Adam says:

"Lower level training progr"mmes
utilize Somali to 1I considerable ex·
tenl , Midd le level trll ln ing pro
grammes often use 50mlIIi lectures
and abo training m.1terial ln /ore9'
lllngUllgeS (English or Itlliianl. In
higher lew! training~ las
well as In unive rsity educatio n)
forelgn 1ango"'9"S lin! st:iII used, sa1'le"

times wlth interprdlltion into Somal
depeldil19 on the b!dlground of IhI
students Involved." lpg. 361

Adam emphasil:es tNt:

ihe wnting and rro:xlelllizit19 aI Sa
mail hils m.sde the Somalis 1I people
who whSlltule ill~ with TllPidv
developii 19 means of communicll-
tIon.. It hlI$lIIso lISSiSted In i\I1rTOIlIing
the gaps bet,. em Somali d ialects by
providing one Tl\lIIn 'Swmrd Dia
led ' In 1dI iTllISS med" trMio "...,
press) and In books and publications
lor the schools and for literacy cam
paigns. This represents the att.lin
ment 0/ one of the Iong·frustra ted
objectives 0/ the self--detennination
struggle." (pg, 40)

Our Language Policy:
Some Thoughts

The SomaIl el<perience proves that
wh.lt AIexlInder regards lIS iUllnhibit·

ing factor regMding the use of the
people's \anguIoges ill ocn.ped Aa
nilI is no more than ;an excuse for not
dewlopiJ19ll1ld eIevilling them to ..".
tionaI and even iIlternation<tl import.
ance. F.-e 10 do this would be an
<SbroglIlIon of (U'~ re
spor lSibitilia.

The number of~ spoken in
ocnq:Md AzarU W'ld the \IlIriations aI
dialects within each. \;anguagl' mitl<e
the C'OOSITUCtlon al a \angullge polity
1I1l\1111VTlOth IU. invnenseIy chlIIerq
ing 1lIfk. 1lIere Is no exo.rse lor foot·
ling and doing a shoddy job of !his......
lhe Gadfly· writing In Umtapo
Fows argun that the use of English
lIS 1I Ilngll<l franco Pfevents ethnic
"<iUllbbles and the fost ering of divi
sions within the Bleck community.
This Is preposterous indeed! As
Cbesrnen MlIO emph"slzed. ·01 ""
things in the world, human beings are
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Recommendation

'To IWrl the muggles inlO CQl I. 'IOi'
i!Xpe.iEllU" and Justice WMo a PM
sion'-fpg, l05)

AJex"nder's eswy r-.b 10 be ep
proad>ed with caution and his SUJ"
gestioo IS~ed with a attIr:aiI aod
dtsc.eJ-nn,j eye. for his views ... a
reflection 01 the exiSlerU of the sub
cu/lure des... ;bed by AIrn4i C"es.aire In
his Idtr~ to the Congress 01 Black
Writen and ArtiSls. Paris. 1956:

"Wherewr coIonisIItion is a fact, the
iOOigenous cuItur~ begins to rot . And
among the ruins something begn 10
be born which is IlOI a cuIrtn but a
kind o f sulKullure . a sub-<:uhure
which is eondemned to nisi: on the
margin <tIIowed by European c:uItur4! .
This then becoroos the province ol a
few men, the elite . who find them
...Jw.>s pl«ed in the ITlO5I artificial
conditions. depliYed of any reviv
ifying contact ...,;th the masses of the- -

".-, .".:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.....
••••••••••••.. ' .••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••.:.::.::.::.::.::.::.::.....' ' ' .' .',;\ .

, :.::.::.::.::.::.::.::.::.:............ .... 0·.'
.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.\.
••••• •••••••••••0 ••...... ....."." '....." " " ..." .' .' .' .' '
.:·Nguni (43%) ~.:••:..•.•.•.•.•.•... ...~ .-(160%) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••._ . . .:.::.::.::.::.::.::.::.::

. ..:i.- ::....... ••••••••••••••••••••••••.", ", '. '. . .' .' ' .' . ' ...' : ' : " :' .......: :..: ..- '::.:. . .
••::::::::::l::.::/::.::::: ':.':••:'.:'.:":.'. .:::/: Sotho (24%')·:· •••••••••••••••••'.::.::: :: ::: .

·:i ,: i !::":·: ::":·..!:/::l: ::·. •:.::.::.::.
· i ·..·?:...: :: :...:...: ::·:• •••:••:•••.....:: ...::r: :::::.,' :: ::.:... • •••

•'..::!.:;:"!.:::'!.:!:::.~:::"!.'::::: .'
":' :.' : ' : '. ' .:': " '...~..: .:.::....

Bot h books are recomme nded:

consicous a pplication
to re-direct decades of
ruling class InteTV" n
lio n . ado p tion a nd
theft of th is people 's
language. Achmat [)a.

vlds oo..e""'s tbet Afri·
ka ans lIS a spoken
language was used for
comic effect in t he
1830·, by joumalists
such as C.E. Boniface.
A,G. Bain and L.H.
Meurant who ackn0w
ledged II 10 be the lan
guage o f the
· l'IOn-Whi!es !sic!). He
otfines how the sIaw5
and p o lltlc",1 exi les
from south·East Asia
lsibseq .emh,o known il'i

I h~ ·Ca pe Mala ys1
used the Anbtc. script for the com
ITUlicatIon of Dutdl and how these
pibfiutions were the begii .lillg 01
AlrikaMos liti!T"lIIu'e. He-,.s:

11 Is.ltwrefore. not men!ooio o;:ide, a
that the lJIlIi, a'llItica1 stn.IcI\Dl! of AI·
rikaar-. II; closer 10 Malay than to...........,,-
(SH .Anbtc. used 10 conwy Afrt
knns' MuslIm Vl..U11 Oe<:embe-r
1988 and ·MusIim CorrtriI:Won 10
AfrIkaans' Ml4Ifm !J'kows Jaruary
Feb-wry 19891

In I h~ lo nge r term. the stand
ardimion of Ngt.u and Sotho must
be regarded as priority T'iUT1ber one
lor oor l¥iguage policy. This 5UInd
ardimlon does not mean tt... ocIiP5"
of lIn\I of the Ngt.u or Sotho lan
guages; on the contrary. the SllInd
ardizatioTl is designed pr.........-ty 50
tMttne different limguago.o$C&l tIuive
and grow. One must agree with Alex
ander when he -,.s that it is dl!sirable
that we are able 10 be proficient in
mosI of the &an,g"-"'9"S spoken in Aza-,.

the most precious. With the masses.
ew1Y kind of miracle Wlder the sun
WI be performed."

FOI'll'l..I.Iating a llInguage policy Is an
i1legrlII p,lrt ol the unfolding day-to
day struggles lor TllItiorllll liberation
arxI~ emanclpatlorl. The transl·
tion from capiWism 10 sodlIIism is
not a k>gicaI and pledeSlined ccese
lpnCe; II requires the IIlje<;llon of
r~ionIlry consciousness . The
IMSSeS of people must deliberately
• their fate and iutln In thnr owrt.....
Tlw longuage policy lor a "-Al4nIa
has 10 be adroitlydesigned such thai
I does nol aruagonIze and PQ&<tnz.e
\be lM5'ieS l;U: insead treiltS them
IIIiItl~ and low. The depar-
an poi'lI 01 the~ policy is
-rccrcs INCOM~D.· This 
nl nodWlg else - provides the !JW'
Ir1Ie! thai the language policy .....
<iMop and fIown-llo'ithin anti-etMic
nl~ conIOUFS. People wiI.
as ee resuII 01 a -painst<Wng con
lI:il!rDzaliDn P'u;:piK'.'• • transcend
rthnic consciousness and achitw
IkkConsciousness.

Ari Perim riltion. Itwrefon. is to
maN! one eadl 01 the lTllIjor Nguni
~ (isiz,., and lsiXhosa.l and
Sotho Iangwges (Southern sothoand
SiPd a national offidlll language.
Er9ish 5booti aha be made a na
IIonaI offic::iaIlanguage. pnrn.riJ lor
nemaoonal conuTU'Iicatlon . Eng
lsIl ought to play only a secordaJy
... in~ and social interause
inAzanla. and curricuIae should pro
... lor aI dn-ee nation<tl~
10 be studied at schoof.

The reason why English ralher than
Mika.ms shouldbe a TllItlona1 official
~ lies in the htstorlcal proll·
ciIln:y of the British at colonialism.
Afrikaans. being a language de
wloped by Black people and one
which dislodged High Dutch lIS a
spokenand written language. Is in the
peNiar position of being a "",}or
hxligenous language o utside the
N9.Jni <md Sothogroup but It requires
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RIDING STAFF

TEN YEARS OF STAFFRIDER
1978·1988 edited by Andrin Will·
ter Oliphant and Iva n Vladisl"lIlc
(Ravan Press.~. 19881.
448 pp. R24 .95 .. R3.24 051.
A\Ii1ilabie from Ravlm Pr~. PO Box
3 1134. Brumfonlein. JoM ru>es'
burg . 20 17. Tt' I<!'phonq , (0 11)
4033925-9

STAfFRlDER Volume 7~ I
- current . A Q\Iollrlerly magazine
edited by Andries W,,/ter Olip/wll
4nd published by Ravan Prns at
RJ .95 .. RO.26 GST.

A collection of the cown of the wry
first IIClbnn of S'alfridtr appears
on plIge 11 of th!s (()II '''<I.iOtlllM
<>nthoIogy. These cown visually cap
Iun! the .....U(1tif of !he S'al/rkkr
whid'l so~~Ied In ¥d gove
vibr<tncy I() Azanian Wtwe.

Leitmotif

The cowr of the first i!sul! ca~
".. y(Uh In bIadr. silhouette~ in
th e process of d U ring - ar ms
stretched OllIla baklnce ,legs~ lor
krding - 1I 1(JrThdable. high. wee
net'led~ toppPd by Ihorn-tiJo,e
p ojed '" 1$ and by strands of barbed
wire. Behind the barrltadot i5 II still.
bIadr. ITIaSS of lq..es. IIAwJe the Indi·
wtu&I Wpe5 01 peoopk- ant blurted
into tIw dark. conlinuous entity. al
though e stmng m ight streaming
across from the right highlights the'
conl~ of some heads. shoukkrs
and sides: (Michael V...uglwm '"Ut
era ture and Populism in SouthAf~ '

Reflections 01'1 the Idedogy of Slol
lrider" In Georg M. GugelWrger (<<II
Marxism gnd A/ rlCD n LUeroll.,re
James Currey Ltd 1985 .,1209) The
beck «M,>T of Volume 1 Number 1
shows the you th jumping clear .

These photographs lire from II collec
tion by the late Ralph Ndawo. The
fact tha t the crowd am the barrier
depicled are et an NPS L soccer
rrI(ltch in the gheUo underhnes the
universality ofoppression and exploi
tation and the youth', clearing of lhe

110

barncade U1de, lihes the struggle lor
libPralion,

Thor image on the couer of Volume I
Number J depicb a CT'lMd at a rail
way _ ion. The image 01 the in\,oeI.

erate tr.....deT and the corroIary thaI
the Black people _ a 1 .-a~lIing

popAaIion iii a reanenl image WI the
-tv S1al/ridn. The wry title of the
magazine dmves from ttUs image - if
is a rd~e 10 Mag""1Iana riding
trlllOS "withoul a lid<e1" and IMng
dangerously. fol'Q9lI......Ia"" by KF.S.
Ntuli appe.onasa "now! WI IMog,es
in the lint Is.sue:

-nw boy had~ ....nned to
this d\aracter 01 the back·Sl reets.
Uso fell instinclively !hat only go:xl
coukl (()I'ne from Ihis man. He of the
c hecked ....,.,.len ca p, the faded
denim lrousers, the ClInvas shoes
which showed the toes and the shirt
the original colour 01which Wil$ now
im~ 10 teD, dull! to long use and
ifs stale of deanli~ He 01 the red.
fearful. jumping eyes. The one who
knew how to get onto trains without
a ticket; he who cooId d~ for
hours upon the virtues of kee ping
your eyes open. The one who would
give you the besI advice on how to
avoid trouble He introduced himself
as Magawulana , Whether it was the
first name or the surname you did not
know, and you inslinctively knew \IOU
were not supposed to Ask. This one
knew how to bruise the lawand how
to avoid lis consequentiAl retaliation .

He """"' the mao!'SIro; Machiawlli ""
b<;m. He Wil$ truly it\iISIl'I' 01 ~
siluation. YOlIIuww he would ch.srn
pion the ship; you knew where yeo
place _ with him. n ...,.. ~ticJn
you had 10 lake the back w« .-.:I ht
would drive, lor. you _ , dilf~

silualions ""'eI"e hts 'If"""'iaIit. 0rW;
poacticaI ape. ieI ICe can give thew
qu.sImn to ..... man, and ape, io!' lQi
""""'whaI Mag_ 1Iana eenairIvhad.-

The leilmOlii of Sra/frkkr nt'"
Iished in these eatIy editions was 10
Ioc.ste ilwIf in the cuo ....ele expen.
ence 01 the Black peopIoe with at ib
grind and grime and 10 emerge vic
toricJus. Both the ycUh dtoring the
~ and Maguwalana are char·
aden -of the peopIoe-, both of them
_lObd.dely~ by llnJ
SOI1 of _.alfh or pos.snsions. Ard
both the youth and MaguwaIana rep
resent a Wi .....itoos, crt'atio.lt -.gyat
one with the masses. As Mothobi
MutIo.sbe puis if in "Ngwono WCl Am·
nia: A FIlm Concept":

"This child of bastardised society and
bastard peopIe-ln-hlgh-office and col
our-obsesslon and paranoid of een
munism and humanism. shall beeek
through and snap the cbetn of re
pression with lis bare hands, and this
ch ild. with its ranen background and
slighl ly bleAk future sh.sI1 hOWl!\ltl"
Iib<!rate this nuclo!ar crazy world wtt h
Nklliunkulu's greatest gift to man:
llbllnfll : (pg. 6 1)

11 may be added thet Vaughan's Db-
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jection thai lhe SlaJjrlder figure is
"fcu>d in juxl"pO$lllon 10 Images of
lhe people. the~, the suffering
and opplus.."CI multlludes. the com
nuIiIy - rather than in juxlllpO$ltlon
10 images of dass.oeflned ooIIoc1i
\Iilies"lV~ op ell 2091irnd lhal
lhr f9Jre deifies 1ncIivdwI ilgeOCY in
lhr"magiNtilie' genres of S loJjrider
Ikrab.n" (V<'Ug/wl op ell 211) is
cIfficul to • wrious/y. The BIad<.
prole!arian natwe of II'll!~
Slo/frkWr cannot simply be detn 
...r.ed. by the ob;ective claM IT>erTIbO!1'
stop lW:r bnpen pnjefariat) 01 the
Slo/frkWr f9.n - 1!\'I!f\ Va.oghM t
lDacmt thal thedass~of
lhr Staffrider flg.n was cIec IdedIy
Bkldo~. tven th.al the _
penoos fTIllIJ at dillnml times be
"1lO'!Iefs" irnd · stafffiders" {VaughM
apdl 2100. To /lrgut that the Slat
/ritkr~ tW to don e hilrd hill
and owrlllls /Il1d C/lny /l sp3lU>I!r in
order for SlaJjrjder to be kosher is
Iudrio'ous in the exlr..rllI' ,

Be
Slaffrlder en'erqed in the eltermarh
01 the Sow.-to Rebo! lIlon wilen the
Black Con,,!ousne-ss Mowment was
severely proscribed. It WM immedi·
ately adopted by people precisely be
cause it grotnied itself in the Be
ideology. The BCM t- ol/ways " t
Iril:Jbd /l central pl/lce 10 the deYeI
apnM'nt of AZ/ln l/ln culture and
SloJlrldc tepeeeen ted the MCOIo'e"
nwnI defying the 19 October 1977
boia. ",.; it ' ep' eWnled the BeM's
, t nee ..t its Iocll$ in the con
s::i::u5ness of oppo....wd people . It
-.0 'Epld'"''I''''' the sirnplil:: ity ard
lhr COi,,pexrty of Be's etho!.. Ideo
kJgic/lIy. S 'aJjrick, snc..o,.,. " pro
bald /lpprediol ion 01 the diaJectic
betM!en the struggle lor nationalllibe
11Itioo .snd that for socialism.

Slaf/rilkr !IUCCeeded in genong ...m
(IUS lcNm5hip cuI...llI grot.tp$ lo make
lXXlIJiJuIions /Il1d il did not reject
lhew contribulions on the basis of
EJ.a-ocentric 1iterary st.md,ards". The
resUt '""'s /l IT0gnificient poI 'pouni
of storl..s, nowll/l". documentary
photCOJraphy, poetry, <'Ssays, art, re
views ard Interviews,

No ""Oflder. thm. th31 e<JCh I..,;ue of
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Staffrlder was ..ag..rty ewatted and
snatched up by /I VQr/IC1ou!i reading
public. S lgffrlder had /I knack of de
fying preconceived notions about our
· i1litn acy·. 1azIness" /Il1d '"backward
ness". W........... pn'.lU(I 01 !>lgffrider 
i1_ ons~ sk...lmpJ..., (See "Aboul:
S raJjride, : "A staHTider is. Iet·s lace
it. a sblm of !Om, like' Hmnes or
Men:ury - the nww.tger 01 the g<:Xls
in d =ic. mythology - he is aknost
Cft1.sinIy lIS Ii!tJI·fillge red /lS he is
fIeel:-footed. A skilflJ mlert/liner. a
bmgeor 01 me • ge .. ... .-fU. penon
WI ... slighdy disr"'P'-abIe . .., .

Non-Rectatlsm

PredicIlIbIy. 1ibI!l'<JIisrn - hugely in
spired ~ the slat.. '. maWue cr<tCk·
doYm on lhe BeM - launched a
COIlCe'Tted C/lmpaign 10 d<'fIect the
dlr"Ction 01 S lgff rider <U>d Ra......
Press which published it ChrislO(i>er
van Wyk /lnd Fbea..1 Johenn<'Sse
found themselves unh3ppy with Slaf
frider. "re"' llvely uncritical" and
"100...• edito rial policy (See Chris
toph..r van Wyk "S taff rlder and the
Poillics of Culh.lr.." pg 165 lf). They
IiIunched WI..lle ln 1980, a magazine
whose life '!;p1In proved ephemera.!.
By 1983 lIS a result of sh/lrp struggle
within S faJjrldO!'''' informal ·editorial
con..ctiw· /Il1d wilhin R.wan Pr<'S5
llself. SlgJjrider got its firsi edilor In
Christ opher van Wyk. Van Wyk.
while inskIing lMI he subscribl'd 10
Be in the ...my days. betr.sys his rea1

""""'"
•A non-rllCilll /lnitude was bo>ginrmg
10 take sh/lpe in the auury. Allhal
sI.tge the rMgazirw published an
0W'I'WheIming rurobI!l' 01 bW:k con
1riWt.n ard I fell: th.at the n<>rMaCiaI
pom.pectiue req.m-ed /l grutn 0pen
ness to III South AfOC/ln writefS.-

It is ol.Mous lhal """ Wyk ",.."...,.
tnin-slood the ABC 01 Be. In a land
wh<'re lhe owrwOOlming majority
hilppen 10 be Black. II can only be the
cnrdest racism which dicllltes that /l
magazine 's cont..nt Is "unbalanced" If
it r..fle.cts thiS demographic reality,
While r/IClsm ls et one level a I1'I3neT
of choice, at another a matter of
prtvi lege, but at aI/levels an ""nciS<!
in oppre..,;lon ,

!t 'IV/ln Press also lost Molhobi Mut
loa lse . "the one person wtthout
whom there would haw bl!om no
Slaffrjder ." (Mike Kirkwood "Re
memberIng S laJjride'T" al P<'9" 5).
Mut""'lw and 01""," ch.mneled !heir
not inconsiderable energies into Sko
Ill\IiIIe PublisheR. an Independent
publIshlng house urdo!r linn Black
COillloi . Skot.MIle deriws its name
!rom T 0 Mwell Skou, ....00 made the
ClII in his report oM SecmaJy General
01 the ANC for "a monster Cor lClave"
to be surTmIlO'ed for BIad<. po!OflIe
"from Cape 10 Cairo . . . 10 take
Immediale action" IO"iM)id perpetual
slllwry 01the woy IIlOI)nI type_"IO rro
January 19 30. l:>ocwnmt 4811 in
Voklme 4 of From Prolest fO Ch<l/.
Ierrge': A Docu"",nfgry H i' fOll' of
A/noon Po/Illes In &>ufh Africg
1882·J964 ediled by Thomas Karis
and Gwendolm M ean..r and pub
lished by the Hoowr InstiIulion)

Given the chllnge In lhe diredlon of
both the lT0gilline and Ra""n Press
which Ito""n's Cllt/llogue for 1985
described as refle.cting "contempcr
ary develcprrems. such as the rise of
the lrllde union I1'lOV<'mml and the
establlshmenl of broad. non ·racial
IXJ lltic,,1 or9" nlsalkms, SfaJjride,
lost lls souI·force /lIId broad /lppeal .
Th/II is why Andries Waltn Oliphant ,
II"! aooIher "former"Be llC1ivist. was
called in 10 become ooilor in 1987 .
As~ Nyatsurnba reports in "A
·sk...lm· 01 Sorti Trib\.f'" September
1989 P<'9" III: ·OIiphanl sad there
.... ", Ieeling '" R-t Press in 1987
tharthedi~of the rrI/lljllline hlld
changed.snd Its ~Iy hlld detroa.-
ated . He said /lnemp!s to improI.oe !he
q.aaIity of !he rrI/lljllline did not sue
ceed bec/luse there was 'not sufficient
aiIicaI writing being made ... ""Wk
to both writ,," .vid the readI!f!, 10
rn.<oIw critk:lll crileria visibIe. -

Whitewash

Oliphant , 100. is /l~ non
r/ldahsl . But he goes further than "an
Wyk - who Is C4IldIdly I<KHTied about
"how the CU!Tomt mov.mlenl with its
non-rllClll1 prespedlve will cryst ,,:tlile
in imagll"lllti..... writing· (pg. 170). Oli
phant /I!tempts to r,,-write history by
",ying IhIll SfaJJrldf!r never r..n..cloo
" Be perspective' The only evidence

'"



he brings for thls proposition Is tholt
the maguine....". "at 00 stage exdu
'liwly black in eithn its OOOIl. ibuhons
or ib ,..ad..nhip,. lpg. 161) Once
* Ifl.0 grasp althe ABC al ec wiI
rl"\'t.l l its strong onli-racist thrust
whIeh simply feluws to pigeor..t1Ole
pe ople into e th nic or roclol ca 
tegories. RBI. d , · . nd · whlte M• .-e
polltleal definit ions , they be.r no
Rlatlon to r.. In any ethno
gr.phk sense or even colour In
any litff........... That the edll.:n
01 the -new lool£" S' ''/fridrr haw a
~ lribaIisIic approadl becooleS
obviou!.~ one fealizes that an
attempt is modo> 10 inckJde as many
wh Ite (defined in tt'TTTlSof South Afri·
ca's Population Registration Act) wri 
ters as poIiSibie in this anthology.

l.ibl!'rllll'inl manifests itself in a pro
loo.ondly a-h islorical a pproach and in
II blalant attempt 10 re-"im e corllem
1X"'ar,' hi-storv Hence in the ~
issue edited by Oliphant (whohtialso
given Staflrider a new book-sized
10ITT\iI1. just to •register clearly in the
lellders ' minds that there WIIS II

change" Nyalsumba op cil Il l) he
editOfia lizes o "!W)h.a t immediately
sin,," one. ewn al a cursory QYeT'

uWw. IS tlw rE'SpOI l§i<, e.... SIS 01 lhe
TJliI9iIlW'e to the Jl'CIJdisI~

wh ich began to reiISSt!TI itself In the
poIi tic./ll and cultllTai domains. after
the pmc:.d oI .:lorn-q an:! reorgan-
iultion that loIoo.oe:I the~
reprnsion 01 the sOOles ,· NoIurnr.! 7
Number 1 1988 al pg. 31The red!
is tholt the new,looI< Stgflrider ap
peals only to the trendy liln ati - it is
"the refrigerat ed food 01 bourgeoi5
culture". to borrow from Malika Pas
( .,) Gwala in an intervioew with Stol
lrider (Volume 8 Number 1 1989).

Struggle in the Ideologic.aI ream, es
peciIIIIy in btna1ure and iIJ1, is cn.ociaI.
RevokJtionafy " n ature and IITI InJSI
,",ate a variety 01 charilCloM out 01
re.,) life and help tbe fT\iISWS to propel
hislOfY forward.

II is lime for re.,) Black art i'!h to stand
up and be c<:Ul\ed , In Desirri 8d....
wei's inimilabk> \IKlrds ;

-w. the real black people please.....
Tk>se 'eaTlns 01 the ...conwnIion!ll.
Mowd towards their own blackness.
Prone to influmce and sel lrends.
Scbookd in their limes and lo lkways,
Dedc eted 10 worthwhile endelllX)l.lrs.
Altoml;"'" to meaningful el<pression:

What <lboul II uogUar forum lor Black
arTists. SkotaWIr.- P\.tIlishers.'

What about rec:lIIiming Srolfrider
and wri ting ~s true history'

Recommendation

This ant~ is useful in b!illgill!l
togetheJ some 01 Srolfride's besl
publi~ works (a lthough it must be
stressed tMt IT\iIny medk ore II'OTks
have been included in this anthology
and many great works haw been
ududed - ba nned for BLACK
fIo'ESS!) and in providing a Cl.WI'daIM
index /or Vobnes 1-6 In s also d\ai
Iellgihg in that II brings iIC\lIe 'OCUS 10
bear on the' whitewashing 01 our ca
cw-.,) heritage ,~ a B0ck wnIl-"f WTOlf
to his ....phew:

'1 said that it 11'3$ intended that you
should perish in the ghetto. perish by
rol'\IlIT being aIIor.wd 10 go behin:I the
while man's delinilior"6. by rol'\IlIT 10
recognize thaI _ .e B0ck in senses
_ g;w 10 Blacknes.s. insIeld 01 sen
ses they giw 10 B0ckness. And so.
since _ ere ups<>IIing the applecart
of COS\' white thoughl about Black·
....ss . these people who be lieved that
your imprisonment rreoe them safe
lire losing their grasp of reality "

_ V.nesco M.lon

'"
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"Brickbats and Bouquets

Fro-nk Talk is a very good, unusual
joum<lI, which I don't always agree
with, but always enjoy. Here is my
subscription and a donation to help
you continue ,

UJMJ<E MAGAZI
Bede, Queenstown

The politica l stance of the BeM leads
logically to anri-Sovtettsm. T his
means that the BCM has no linn allies
internationally and is driven stra ight
intoa political desert, and ends up as
a bunch 01 political g rassho ppers.

BARNEYDHLWATI
Mlungisi Township , Queenstown

When is your next Frank Ta rk com
ing oct - I've been keenly waiting
since Februa!)' 1988 '

MICHAEL THEMBA
Glen Residence, Rosebank, Cape
T_

ftnd enclosed herein postal orders for
the 1989 subscription and a donation
lor the wonderful work.

rnoMAS MBOBO
Galeshewe, Kimberley

"Biko livesl

Your lead artide in Fra nk Tark Vol·
ume 2 was devast"ting . Jmade a copy
01 it arid pasted it up on the bulletin
board at work with a fKJte: "READ
n us- IT COULD CHANGE YOUR
UFE"

MABANDlA NTOMBODIDI
KwaZakhele, Port FJizabeth

"Prindple or Strategy?

Inthe Editorial 01 Frank Tal k Volume
2 you refer to the "principle" 01 non-

FRANK TAU( VOLUME 3

collaboration. The Alanian People 's
Manilesto also makes "entl-collabore
tion" a principle. This is an ultra-lefnst
and dClngerous idea , It is p:>ssible to
use state structures without collabor
ating, as Lenin says the struggle is not
advanced by abstract principles but by
an assessment of the concre te condi
tions lacing the working class and
their resultant state of consciousness

KEABLE MOTSHABI
M" melodi, Pretoria

" Dictatorship of the Black PTole
tarlat

While I was visiting " friend in Mefek
ing I came across the article "Black
Solidarity for a Socialist Alania - an
Introduction". I read a few para
graphs and said '"This is lor me". I
spent ~ and still spend - a long time
reading and re·reading this emcle
paragraph by paragraph. Your Staff
Write rs ' views on Be are like a jewel
of thought. I am looking lorward to
the next Frank Talk,

REFlWE MOTAUNG
Pomolong Location, QwaQwa

The word "dictatorship" began es a
refe rence to the dictalum of the
ancient Roman Republic , a constitu
tional Institution which provided for
an emergency exercise 01power by a
trusted cit izen for temporary and
limited purposes. fo r six months at
the rrost. Its aim was to preserve the
republican status quo, it was con·
ceived to be a bulw"rk in defence of
the republic against" foreign loe o r
inte rnal subversion. Its modem anal
ogue is the Institution 01 martial law
or stale 01 siege .

When Marx employed the tenn "dic
ta torship", then, the modem aura
which makes "dictato rship" a dirty
word did not e><ist The "dictatorsh ip
01 the proletariat" refers only to the
rule of the proletariat as a class.

At the end of the nineteenth centu!)'
the old and new meanings of "dicta
to rship" were jostling and overlap
ping . It was the international
campaign against the new Soviet
state which fixed the meaning 01 d ic
ta to rsh ip as something anti-demo
cra lic, the opposite 01 control by
popula r sovereignty .

In no time at all, the phrase "d icta tor
ship 01the proletariat" became a ter 
minological lootball to be kicked
about in the political war over a much
more important question: the destiny
and character 01 the Russian Revol
ution and the workers' Soviet govern
ment it had ushered into eXistence.

While everyone pretended to be de
bating the meaning of Marx's revol
ut iona!)' socialism or communism,
none of the polemicists were much
concerned wilh what Marx had been
talking about when he first wrote the
tenn "dictatorship" down In 1850,

Under Stalin the tenn "dictatorship"
was mmsmorg ilied into nothing but
a code word lor a totalitarian dictator
ship over the people; it was linally
eviscerated 01 all revolutionary-demO'
ceeuc content The te rm "dictato rship
of the proletariat" is now only a bure
auc ratic w" tchword, and your "Dicta
to rship of the Black Proletariat" is
merely in the same traditio n of gut·
ting socialism of its o rganic enrcot
ment in the mass of people.

JEAN PAUL GAlSCOlGNE
Paris . France

In promoting the racial division of the
working class , Black Consciousness
acts in league with the fascist state .
Your art icle "Black SoIid<1rity for a
Socialist Azania: an Introduction"
(frank Tal k Volume 2) revea1s a dis
torted sub;ect ive interpretation 01ob
jective reality , arguing that the racial
consciousness 01 the while working
class deprives them of their proleta
rian status ,



There is no room in M,,,,cism at all for
this argument , based on the inevita
bility of a certain unchanging con
sciousness as it is. especially when it
comes to the Proletariat which must
perform its historic role

The working class in Azania do not
need to be told about their role in
creating the wealth of the country 
they do that every day. The history of
the white workers must be re-written
to show how the white working class
was duped into believing that it had a
vested interest in the white state,
white civilization aoo culture and in
the preservation of the white rece.

To conscientiz.e, politicize aoo mobi
lize Block workers is ne<;essaryo to do
the same for white workers is urgent.
To prop.-gate rocist theories is objec
tively to aid imperialism.

EMILE BEUKES
KuHs River, wpe Town

I was disappointed by the lack of
emphasis on the peasantry in your
article ''Black Solidarity for a Socialist
Azania - an Introduction: The ag
rarian question is an urgent task of
the national democratic revolution
aoo one of the ways of denying 1""
necessity lor the national democratic
revolution is by denying the very ex
istence of the peasantry,

It is no wonder tha t imperialist-spon
sored research organisations like
SALDRU (South African Labour aoo
Development Research Unit) a t the
Uniwrsity 01wpe Town have gone
to great lengths to prow that no
peasantry exists in Azania,

Iwould like to see a firm commitment
to the national democratic revolution.
Trotskyism sees onlythe socialist rev
olution without the democratic stage.
And it is Trotskyism which wants the
revolution "to vegetate in its own con
tradictions and rot away whilewaiting
for the world revolut ion," (Stalin
Probrems of Leninism Foteign lan
guages Press, Peking. 1976, page
126)

IGNATIUS LEKUlENI
Sedibeng, Tembisa

'"

Given the clear strategic importance
and social powe1" of South Alrica's
black workers . it did not surprise me
that your article '"Black Solidarity for
a Socialist Azania : An Introduction"
p;lid lip service to the "hegemony 01
the Black working class,"

While the ANC wants to give South
Alrican imperialists a democratic
facelilt. AZAPO wishes to displace
the Oppenheimers with a petty bour
geois elite that aspi res to exploit its
own proletariat.

We believe tha t a civil war fought on
a purelywhite lIS. black. national basis
in South Alrica ".,;li be a di<.aster for
the oppressed, A Leninist-Trotskyist
party in South African must be built
in irreconcilable struggle against
every kind of nationalism and popu
lar-lrontism,

A worker's revolution in South Africa
will be the motor force lor
the libera tion of the desper-
ately impoverished black
masses thrOU<Jhwt Africa,
The intemationlist Leninist
Trotskyist vanguard must
overcome the tremendous
political backwardness 01
the black proletariat which
is in inverse relation to its
political powe1", Forward to
a multi-tacial revolulionary
workers party which will re-
lorge the Fourth Intema·
tionall

FRED LUCY
Ann Arbor . USA

Your article "Black Solidarity lor a
Socialist Alilnia - an Introduction'"
posits a naive and essentially authori
tarian philosophy of vanguardism,
Black Consciousness has nothing in
common with the mechanistic "dta
ma t'· (dia le ct ica l materialism)
presented in \10\" analysis.

Against the force of the South Afri
can state , Be placed the force of a
libera tory idea - the creative subjec
tivity 01 the Black masses, Far Irom a
psychological exercise, Biko and the
foonding lathers of Be were speaking
of the liberatiOfl of the whole perSCln.

a "quest for a new humanity" where
the Black person would no longer be
thought 01 as '"an extension of a i
broom or some additionallewrage to
some machine."

A secnon 01 Frantz Fanon's Block
S kin, While Mosks was particularly
attractive to early Be intelle.:tlJals.ln
Chapter Rve, Fanon takes an exerpl
from Sarlre 's Orphee Noir which
speaks 01 Black as particular and class
as universal. "In fact Negritude ap
pears as a minor term 01 dialectical
progression: writes Sarlre. Fanon
replied: 'l lelt that I had been robbed
of my last chance .. . He was remind
ing me that my blackness was only a
minot term . In all truth I tell you. my
shoolders slipped wt of the Irame
work of the world, my leet coold no
longer leel the touch of the ground,
Without a Negro past , without a
Negro future. it was impossible fot

me to live my Negrohood, Not yet
white. no longer wholly black, I was
damned ,"

Biko sought a continuation of
Fanons dialec tic in South Alrica,
Your approach. rather than working
on the ground set by Biko, tries to
eng' alt the "'materialism"' of "'scientific
socialism" into the "deehsm" of Be.
You simply make class and race sy
nonymous and garnish this with Mar·
xian phraseology.

For you. Black is the substance rather
than the subject of revolution. What
began as a wry new revolutionary
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kle4 in the ~rly 19 705 Is reduced to
Itt1le more than an appllcllllon of
Lenin'sana/ysi$ of Russia In 1902, 1n
Wrelched 01 rhe Ea rl/I, Fanoo $iIyt

about your vanguard pa rty: 'The
single party Is the modiom form of the
~p 01 the bourgeoisie. un
masked. unpainted. unscrupulous
an;! q.mc;aI • , • The party leaden
behave like common sergeant -ma'
jors.lrequently remi nding the people
ofthe need for'liIenc<!> In the ranks'
. . . 1.ader': the word c:omes from
the English wrb 'to le.Jd', buI II Ire
cpO: Fren:h tr<Vl5lation is 'to drive '.
The driveT. the shepherd 0 1 lhe
people, no longer exisls 1Oday. The
people are no longer a herd, they do
1101 need 10 be drMm."

The~ ol those IIot.o haw Irit
the SCM that Be is ~ II~
5lIIge has beEon taken on tx-d byyou
..n.n you ""Y that you haw pa-.:I
the ·e.rieor .t;q' of BC by itdding 10
the phi losophy t he lllnguage of
•........dic oociaIism." BC despe-rlltely
needs 10 find llllrldgo.> to Marx 's hu
lTIIrism: this ...... hl'Ip ....ork ooA the
raoe/dass di J Ii(: '" the relal ioft.
ship belWEm~ and or ·
9d'kiatioo•.

• Fell' the R«ord

TaUig the cue fronl your corn
spcnlenl John Mbel<i (frank Talk
v.:une 2 1'9. 511, I would Ilke 10
-aI the Boo!< of TUIU. Turu has
always insillU<lted hirmdf within the
.......... ol the ~ruggIe ag.tinsI ap.ort ·
heOi. b.dy <tdvmioing hirnsdf as a
Ieadng' ernieol lhe gowmmrot" and
"eece ol lhe opposihon". But from
this posilion he has alw...". fought
desperalely10 Iry to put a "rait·jacket
00 lhe rna", 'ltruggle eed 10 prevent
explos ive confronl "lions with the
5l;IIe or its "'.J€nts,

Tutu Ironed oul hi!. credenrels as
polilical firema n before Ihe Eloff
Commissk>n: 'We bave been eccused
of fomenling unrest We must polnl
out tbet , , , the Church will always
confront evllto work for real recon·
ciliatlon. Bul h<Js the Commisslon \g'
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nored the fa.ct that \II\! served as medi
ator helping to end a long drawn out
strike In Cape Town? Have they for
gollen my Inlerwntlon to try to SilYe

Ih e lif e 0 1 a policem an al M r
M~enge' s funeral In King W~liams

Town? Have they forgotten how I
tried to slop " one-throwing at Regi
na Mundi litst ye,.r? , , . H""", they
loryotten our attempts to brtng peace
on the bkd university cam~ and
In bkd schools? .. " (1983)

The apartheid rulers and !he Western
Imperi.)lists have no! igtlOied Tutu's
qJalities or his deeds . 0fficia,I "tta.CIG
on Tutu serw to kf.ep h im on a Ie.W-.
and aha to gM:o him ·credentials· as
an anti....partheid \e,.der , Their re
--d lor services rendered lor West
ern mper;aJ;srn was to award Tutu
the Nobel Peace Prize In 0.10 In
1984 - a priZIe not ,w, & ded f(ll' ser·
vIcft to tunnty.

In 1976. Tutu wroIe as foIow. 10
Ptime MinisUr John Vor,;ter: " . , I
am writing to !l"JU. Sir . bee=", rse I
know !l"JU to be a kwing .-f car1ng
laIher and husband. a domg gram
father IIot.o has. experienced !he ,lays
and croguishof lamilyile . its laughler
and g.aietV. its sorrows and Jli'Il!J' ' .
• In short I am ....nmg to you as one
hurn.v1 penon to lII'llllhn tunan
person , gloriously o u ted in the
Image of lhe SI'lf--same GOO . , .-

Mer 'I\!Ye1'a1 windy pages In this win,
Tutu conli.-..es: 1 write to you, Sir.
beno ..... like you, l am deeply c0m
mitted to re.al recondli<ttion with~
llco! ,(11' aD . and to pe«dul ch.lnge to
a more jus! ... open South Africa in
.....ich lhe wonderful riches 01 our
country wil be shared more equiI:'
<lbIy." Turu leis Vor,;ter 01 hi!o per'
sonal experience with ' vioIence' in
bl.Kk·ruled countries of AI""" and
Insists IMI he and becks as a whole
•don 'l w"nt th<Jt al "I.- He explains:
" , , We are aware that politics is the
"rj of the possible. We are ready 10
eccepe !oOrTle me"nlngful~ , . ."

Ju.t" month etter Tutu 's Jeller. the
humanoid mon"€l' Vomer ordered
his lhugs to fire InlO the crowd of
youth rebelling In the streets in the
Sow.!lo uprisings.

Tutu speaks for the thin film of "non·

whiles" who have managed 10 attain
education. position and some ecce
omIc sops . Apartheid , from the IMw
point of th is. stratum of people, is an
obsta.cJe to their advancement llIey
chafe w1der Us rest rlctlons and long
to feel that burden Uft.

At !he same time, howewr, they are
genuinely hon1fled at the prospect 01
unresITained biack"- shattering
the system - in that direction, they
see only uner cJ,a.c,s and possible de
Wuction ol their puny privileges.

Fear 01 political f0rce5 OIl all sides.
dread 01 !he future and a ferwnl wI5h
10 be rescued somehow from this
position - these are the moods that
characterize thl5 sm.l\n and define
the politics ol ArchbiV>op TuN. He
moans that he feels ' strangled" from
bach sides buI when p.osh comes to
shove he ,.Iways am 10 saw the ni
ing dass and 10 further Iighler'l the
eccse around !he ma-os.

T.../ s 19 76 1mer aslw!d Vorsler 10
c.aII a ' nalional corM!l"IOOn' made up
olleaders 01 Yilrtous ((IrTWrU'1itil!s to
....ork towards a oornpn:lmi!ie politic.al
soUIon. as __ as 10 accepI: "!he
urban bkd as a~ Inhabf
tanI of whaI is """'lnQfuIy called'\Iootliw
Sc:uh Africa· ...t 10~!he pass
laws. Thisnwntially calls ' (II' dtsn--..
tIing the formal lawsol apartheid and
giving the aspirant black bouIge<Ill lie
th..lr " air share· of .....allh a nd
power. TutuaIsoappeals 10the rulen
to grant him more poIitjeaI chips to
....ork with so he can shore up h is
rapidly eroding ' moderatl ng" In
fluence "">or19 sections ol lhe"
and thus help to head 011a ·dlsoWer •
ReYoUion would be r.-. for Turu
and aD ocher reac1~ and lee...
MOSES NKADIMENG

~.-

r cannot lIIldersl"nd how the BCM
can a5/i0Ciale with someone like Dr
Neville AlelUlnder, Writing /15 No
Sizwe in One A~nlo, One NalJon
(Zed Press. London, 1979), Ale""n '
der scays the following aboct the BCM
at pages 130-1. note 79:

, lTIhe lBIack Consdousness!



Mowrrwnl has serwd as the happy
huntlng-glound lor all """"",r 01
boo-geois opportwlism and imperial
S madlinalions. This can only boo
expliUned as the rnIJt 01 conlr.ldit
lions ansr.g Imrn the cess Insilion
01 the~ 01 the JI>CJ\II':I'l'l
and the~gradotaIicl $lJaI'-"Qic:
conceptions of the domiJWrt trod·
ency unll l mid-1977. Community
project~ (SlICh as cllnK:s, hospi!<lls.
Iectcrteslwere orgllnlsed - wilh ...bun·
dant and conlinuous Iinllnclal assist
ance h om capi ta hsHmperiallst
$<.lWCft of both South African and
od>er wesesn origin - In «der to
' co nt< ie nlise' the o p pressed
people and ll'I1Ike tI'MIm 'seH-re
lianl·. The nrlormisl. <lC(lOI IU ' ooda

Iionisl dang<!rs of such ........tegy
...nI all too clear , 11 is in fl>Cl ...
replica 01 whllt the Afrik3l1n.
pe tty-bcurqeotsie did with their
Reddir.g5dlladborxl lloo other mu
luIII 'ald OI"J"'nisations. eKeep! that
they used ... langwge<um-colour
criterion. whereas the Black Cor>
~ Mowmeru~ as its
crilenon the fact of ·tMckness-. ·
POienti.llDy_ the Slr...tegy~
lead 10 ... similar accornrnodation
with the upn...liSl sySlem as in the
ca..... of the Afrikarll!'l sec\ioniIlists.
Comkler the following Slale"",nt
rr-Je byone of the lounders of the
BCM in South Africa: 'We need to
teke MIOIhef Iool< at how bestto .......
our economic power. little as it
seems. We must seriously eMITIine
the pc uibllily 01~Wsineoss
co-operaliws ......t>ose Interests shaI be
ploughed back inlo ((lfIVTUIity deve1
opment progre lT"OIIWS , We should
think along such Iioes as the tu,r
black" ca.mpa;gn once SlJ'lgeSIed in
Johanneslx.Irg ...nd e5UJblish our own
banks lor the benefit of the com
munity, Organisational development
...rnongsl becks has ooIy Mn low
beceese we aI\owed It . Now that we
are _e "'" are on our own it . is
m;xe than a wry to lulIil these r1l"eds
(SI""" BikD 'Black Comciousnns
and the Quest lor a True 1-bT-uty'
in Mokgethi MotIhabI led ,), Essays In
Blaclr Theologv(l.}niwrsilyO>riSliart
Mowment . Joh.mnesburg. 197 21 .
p.26 . The uncanny echo of the Afri ·
kaner sectionllhst movement is too
dlsllnct to be missed _. :

'"

With friends like Neville . , •

PlIUNG MOEll
BochabeIo Location. Bloemfonlein

• TIM! N.lk>naI QuHd on

A major task 01 the national SlNggIe
Is to retum Azania to the indigenous
African people The African people
comprise the overwhe lming majority
in m nia and Is the vanguard force
for national liberation. It Is their p0l
itical destiny which is the key aspect
of the national SlNggIe.

African is a de finite entity while Block
is menlly a redCIion to the concept of
white as It reWes 10 the history of our
JX>IiticaI oppreWon. Black does haw
pobtic.aI YilIue , it help.. In 'nsliIIing
pn:w and dignity Into ... people and
In i ....... JX""'ing the so-uIed C0l
oured and Asian peoples with tile
Africans, The Block Consclousness
Mowment has done a m.'J9nificient
job in bringing the three groups
togeth<!1" on ... reali.tic political basi•.
something lhat 00 other political or
ganisalion has been ebIe to ...tt...in.

The language of rr..tti-riJCialism and
non-radalrsm tends to n!Jl'CI the re
ality of tlw A1ncan entity In the name
of non--racial and htman ualuPs. This
is ... dislortion . The A/rQn P<'O(lIes
haw been occupying the country for
thousands 01 years , They haw a dis-
tinct culMe. history and tradition. all
of which hdve been oemed and ne
gated by the colonialists. Therefore

""'" ani engoged in a national SlnJggle
to put tight thew historical crirna
commltted agairisI our people.

lJWlg In an A/rican aurtry ewry
body, ....tlatewrhis~. is III

A1ric:an.And while the vast and l7o'l!'f 

...twlrning African majority is brutaIv
oppre!\ed the wryof everybody Is to
Identify with the stNggIe. That Is tlw
highest pol itical morality in Azania
today.

The liberation of an in our country II
related to tile political and social
emancipaIion 01 the AIrican peop ....

The oppe !!ed AIrican nation II
the main force and vehicle gf

et-lQe. And while 1M OPP 'd
Afnca.n people re~ thei
country and assert their leading
imprin t in all itSpeCts of Az.anian
life . ...1 the same time they will
Incorporlile all that is best from
ot her civilisalions and cultures. In
other WCIflk Africanism is not only
an assertion of the legitimale po!
ilical. soda! and cultural rights 01
1M oppressed A1ncan nation it
incorporatn ottwr human vaIuft
That is why Sobukwe staled thai
in Aunia it Is very pc 5Sil:Ae for a
..+ute person to becOl,oe the Prime
Minister of the country, &It he will
do SO es "n African living In an
Afric.lln country.

The concept 01 Blackness can Incor
porete Afrlcenlsm . Certainly the
BCM has done 50. It obserws He
roes' Day whidl ... iNogurated by
the PAC. The BCM actle' e•• very
often thinks lIS an AInc:aniSl . And
Ieado the Indian and so-called Cd
oured members in the same dil«
t ion, The BCM tekes up very finn
ann-coone l positions with regard to
lhe national struggle, But its Afric.lln
iom needs to be more specilK:al1y
'lP"h out .

OMI MAlSUA
H.orare .limbabwe

Too many elen ",nroof the \eadership
of ow struggle continue to believe
that "'" "re lighting a colonial regime.
tha t South Africa is a colon ial
country. Even though they often say
thaI the whites will sl<Iy on in the
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counll'y ", ft l!T libera tion, they elso see
thew whites as Of behllve as though
the whiles Me still "settlen" and "eo
krIaIsts", Uwe are redy fighting '"
CQIoniaI regime, then we CM -.ne
tNI: thegeneral featun!$ oIlINi-coJIo.
r-.I~ will apply 10 <:u" $ituation.
We C¥llItTlCf'lg other thlngs lmI...-.e

tNI: deeoIonisation is 1nMtable, the
coIonilIItsts win withdr",,,, to the..
motheT country Of countries, 0Jl0ni"I
.mortty wiD trllllSfer power to ~
anlt<olonial fo rces through e neg0

tiated selilement and e "sole ",nd ",uth
entic representative"organlSolllon will
unite the ""Uon ag"insl the colonial

"""The reality is that the original settler
M="iWiorIOJI their Iink.s withEurope
~ the _ th.lt they themselo.on be
QITW •Africans". They became in ef·
led~ tInY other~ group
tNl m poses itseII on and lldapts itself
to the lorrign envirorment, '" nWig
(;a5le . We ",re dealing with", rl/ltive
ning cllIss (01 European origin) , not
with '" foreign ruling group, We are
noI, in shan, dealing with", cclone l
situation any more. South Afnea ",as
the first Afri<:an colony of Europe to
be decolonlsed via '" •negotiated set-- ',
South Afrkan apit.,/i~ hils de
~ lIiong its 0IMl pecuIlar plIIh
<Ji '" weondary~ In league
Wdl other imperilIIisms. While the
lind question continues 10 be '" an
Ir.lI concern of m.:my 01 the poopIe
oVId the liber"tion 1TlCJYImlImt. the
qJeSllon of """9€ u ploitatlon is the
ffiIIin social question in South Afri<:a .
The PrllT\1lry contr<>diclion (not only
ob;e<:tively bat in the subjective con
!Oou5neSS of the IT\1I..,;esl is that be
twem Cllpi lal and !"bour lind not
betIwen IIIl opplessing while senIer
~ c:L- and IIIl oppoe r ed cl-I
d. bllIc:k helou. This !"nt'T is '" perIi
~ COrlI.<1Jdk:tioo.. bul: '" 5eC(lI"l(\aJy
ooe nonetheless , Of ooune, the fact
lhIII this exploitative relallonship is
experienced in the form 0I 1lIItillI dis
almirl/ll1on and radlll oppression
means lhIIl 1I .."tionIIIisI response re
mains the dominant wmdousness
IIrlIOIlg blllck people.

lt is for the reasons cutlmed "bow
tMt I believe your llnalysis ''BIIIc:k

SolidiIrity'for a Socialist AzanJa - an
Introduction" is way off beem!

EUGENE SPECKMAN

""""""""'-
In the spirit 01 Pan-Afrbnism and
antH mpeT1lllism we must struggle
lI!J"i$nl the global tyranls 01 America
(Nato) and Russill (the Warsaw PIlct).
We must also constantly struggle
ag.'Jinsi MIIntis1 (leninist, Maoistl or·
gamsatlons who want us to subordi·
nate the ""tiona! hberlltion struggle
to the dass struggle . In the case of
self-determlnation 01 Blllck poopIe, II
is the white 1eft" who WMl to deter
TTWle BIadc. liberalion. The MIIrxists
IlIllI1tto p"y lip service 10 the Nation<tI
Que.bon. bul: in rnaIily !hey want a
NIionaI QI wstion withot.f natirlnal
ism. We TrlS tnierstand MMxism
did not create ......1onaI liberation
struggles - national oppression did.

I am we,

KENNY ANDERSON
Pceuec Black Activist, LellQue, USA

(Lefle. Worlened - ECl

The tltlempl: lh"l: the Nlltiona1 FQr\DI
make$ 10 merge the working Wss
struggle with the naliorllll libe.aoolil
struggle is~ PO' exul·
~. h leads to the .ejectlon 01 the
nat ionlll democr"'k stage of our
struggle , the triviabsalion of the Na
tional Question and a refusal 10 IT"ICJYe

from abstract lheOTy or abstract intel
Ieclulliism to concrete lind living re
ality. There is a lot that is assumed
without being worked IOf.

The NatioNll Fonun fails to see the
0Jl0ni"I nalUre 01 the apartheid state
and therefore rejects the Idea that the
struggle is rJ essence a nallonal libe
R1tion struggIe_

Different ettri;: grtl'4IS iII1Uop the
natk:JnalIy oppi ed react differently
10 the sepII1<1Ilion and 1'Iier/lJ"d'ly of
radllf oppression. We must build up
a truly\Illited stnJggIe"'9"'lnst national
o ppresslon, stIIrting from the reehties
of separat ion. Unity ha, to be bullt, It
has 10 be foug ht lor.

The vehement crtucs of e lhnlcity
should remember lhIIt Marx showed
In 1866 that nlh~isIlo: re;ectioo I 01
1'lIIIlofIIIIitiescould lead 10 recognition
and~ 01 the Olllionabsm 01
the oppi s'". TlIU$ II \XWTIIIS lIS no
-pme th.lt the Forum displays the
wry ethridty ....tIll:h II denowloo:s rJ
the Tran5loIiIo'1I and NIIUl1Indi11n Con
g. M when It says thalltotliles must
work In Ihe;r own oonuno.rIitie$.

BJLLYSINGH
Toronto , Canada

Iwas impressed by Ille c!"rlly of your
IIRIIIysis on South AIm 's politica1
e;OIlOlilY rJ ""Block Solidarity for 1I
Sodaltsl:~ - .,., InlTolb=tion",
You explode the myth th.lt South
Afrlca is some 50ft 01 ~ldepetdo;>nl

formation from whlo:h imperialism
benefits and t...:fe,1io Ie thai South A/ 
nco il pert 0/ the Opparu ll.lS 0/
world Impeno/ lsm.

South Afnea as a political and econ
omic entity represents an historically
specific valiant 01 settler colonialism,
Settler roIonlalism has lit least the
foUou.;.ng key ctklracterisllo:s:

These colonieswere found on a series
ofbnAaI~and v.o:tn lo.....-esl
Uli . ,dol llnl and resources from the
il dgel iOU§ pop.olalion and reqmd
lhe conlinuous dispossession and
fragmentlllion oIlhese popjalions.

Economlally, the senter soclely
rested on lin alli.mce between settler
apital and foreign apital. Within the
colony, II re!.:ltlvely ~"nced C!.:l55
formation arose on the basis of an
emergent apitalist mode of produc
tion, dominating and structuring less
dewIoped subsisten::e economies to
meet its interests.

SocIaDy, there ilKl!Ioe a (:(lfllIl'Ulity 01
inIeretb within the wrtIer pClpJiI>
tlons. lhat is to 5<1\1, soclaI anlllgOrt
Isms l/IrTlOI"IQ~es~Uliditioo oed
byand subordinated 10 the more fun
damental antagolilism between the
settleroommunity and the Indigenous

, popu1lltlons il subjugated.

The settler sta te displays extreme rig
Idity. On the one hIInd, th i, Is the
product of an almost permanent state

'"
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strangilng with the bowels of the
priests aU the nobles and rulen 01 the
earth"!

• " Miss USSR~

GlSEUE DAlAlS
Claremont. Cape TO'olIn

To bring about real and complete
libera tion from exploitation and 0p

pression. il is necessary to bring

Did \IOU~ the reports and watch the
snippets on SAW about the "Miss

Ewry ,eligioli in the world btbEws
that """'J other religion Is supersti.
tion , And they lITe aD correct'

about liberation without gods-liber/l
tion from the r-' to obscure what
the world Is realy about or to see!<
consolation from a kfe c:J seemingly
____ suflering lind anguish.

Meslier adwc.ated atheismas theonly
outfoolo: oonsister'll with the inIerests
01 !he majority 01 mankind in ~

struggle against the l.tst for dornin".
tion 01 the~ lew. Hi'I
Tnromen' Is a CO:'i:perodium ollhe
h;stoncal . eugetic.aI.. texIuIll llOd Ic.9
cal ob;ectiorlS caoceliiing the essen
tillis 01 the 0Irislian creed.

kn·t ~ time that BT folloo ' oed the
a theist pnest?

MICHAEL MORRIS
New York, USA

.-

MONWABlSl MTSHISElWA
K~. Uilmhioge

While past history weighted on all
individuals and soc la1lnstitutions and
the church is no el<Cepi ion. churches
too can be reborn even when they are
grown old '-John 3:41.

The oppre ssed cannot be deprNed c:J
theW lbeiatil '!I religious, faith arc! re
igious thaught is not the exd "i',oe

,- '1'SSioo. 01 the noIng das.s. The
mesuge 01 the O cO lS, the sIofy c:J
the cross. lind the victory 01 the~
C1mSl OYer the forces of evil are po
tent lorces in their 0'0lIn right, bJt
proclaimed by the oppressed in a
sitU/ltion 01 crisis they can become
such that the gates of hell cannot
prevail against them.

In reading the pWce -Black Tl-*'gy
- Opiate or Material Force?" [ u.<lS

strongly reminded of .leal Meslier
(l664·1729). a Catholic priest who
expressed his strongest wish as abel
ishing injuslice and wretchedness
from the world by the expedient (in
h is own words) 01 "hang ing and

Le adership 0 1 the
ca lib r e 01 Dr Ala n
Boesak and Archbishop
Deso .lOIod T..... who are
.ding and able 10 llIC'I
ecumenically and cor
porat ely in o pposing
the Slate const itu le a
major sign of hope UIiIh
in the inSlitulionlll chur
ches. There is a battle
lor the soul 01 the
church being waged be
twe en the o pprusor
end the oppressed in
South Alrica , The rew!·
ulionary role o f the
church depends less on
the conscious intmtions 01 re\igioos
group!> thlln it does on the objatlw .
sociIlI conditions in v.fuch the rne5$.

age 01 the church Is proclllin-t

Is to be lUlpilrdonably revisionist lor
Black thowlogians to Ilssume the
ability to seilAl the ideological weapon
01 the irnperia.Iists and unleash with
the 'lllR"IO! the revolutionlwy struggleof
the oppressed ," (pg , 39)

Capilllbsm is no pure ecorlOl. 1ic phe
nomenon : It is profoundly conofj.

lioned by political and ideological
Slructures.

OlABlMTAN AYODE,JI
Lagos. Nigeria

• BllKk Tbeology

The article -Black Theology - Clpillle
or Matmal Force?" crIliclllly lliIudes
10 the t~ al SIllnCes 01 Rewr·
and AllIn8oesllk llOd Archbishop De
smond Tutu, This" ilicislll is aD wry
well. bul: il: IIIOffies me lhIlt \ICU an
tritu:or dlo ' 'S 10 remain IlIlOI"IY'
mous 101' prolesQona/ reasons-. It
§eO'TIlI 10 me that thi5 is a doak lor
st....... wII-Jnterest to be protected.
Y<Nt contril:o.Jtor shedd not displ;oy
sud! eowardic>I: I! make!; it d ifficult
lor relloders 10 take the~ n ·
pressed In the article seriously,

STANLEY HTWASA (Rev)
Dobsonvllle , Johannesburg

of siege \Ils·Il-vis the dominated pope
IIItions. On the OIher hand, it Is the
product of the Slrategic importilrlC<!
01 the settler ooIony 10 the rroeto opol!
Illn pawa1. $econdiriy. the relative
weight 01 the settler cornrnJnity and
its~ 10 ao::o.muI;,te IIoOelllIh ere
llIeS the po bhty 01 conIlid IWh its
rroeuopolitllnbad<er.~ pel spec
tlw Is global rather thlln regionIlI .<;,,,,. ' -11 01 betri1l,l!ll reinlon:e Slate
rigidity.

.
The article '·Block Theology - Opiate
Or Material Force?" in Frank Talk
Volume 2 wrongly suggests that "(i~

Black Theology must promote god.
buikling. god-wonhip and god·lellT.
Therelore.1! C&lnOI serw~:

the fetten 01 CIlpiLllism were lorged
in the anYiI 01 the "opium 01 the
masses"by the ITtissicJnaOes. the god..........
All god-building is the fend self -con
templabon 01 the thidt-willed phQ.
tine. the /rail ""'" in the Slreel . h is
thedrellrny self-humi1lllbonol the wI
gar peny bouIgeaisie exhausted lind
in despair.

MAUREEN NKOSl
Thabong. Welkom
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USSR" beauty contest in Russia? I
always knew this was where peres·
t10Ika was Ie.lding (Gorbachev S<lYS
as~h in his book), It shows how
male-domina ted the Ko msomo l
(sponsor of the p.:>geant , else known
e ee YoungCommunist League) is,
ft ·s lnluri<ohng

ADElAIDE GUMIDE
Oaremont. Durban

• Food as a PoI.ltical Weapon

Fo od is a polltlcal wea pon
Thatcher s crocod ile tears for the
Ethiopians will not cover the fact that
she is impliclJted In the deaths of
millions as she has used those deaths
to SCOre political points and starve
those peoples Into submission. So
called "aid" is a politicalweapon. Not
only is it too little. too late. but it has

many strings attached, Millions starve
the world ocer whilst il is prolil<lble to
let food rot in the "food rnounl<lins"
of the European Economic Com·
munlty. This present world order is
not only "degenerate' , il has a pas·
sion for death and starvallon, It must
be annihilated.

DAVID BLACKBEARD
Bristol, England
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FOR TUE RECORD

AN OPEN LETIER TO TNE ORGANISERS Of
TNE "CONG RESS Of TNE PEOPLE".

AZACCOMntlhMOpmLetlutoCOSAruon19 SorpI.... I.e 1981.
The .ea..... .ofthe~· _ •• led by Prdoria.

On 9 ~"'Hr 19119• • _e-dayCOftf~«I.J04rr"!lc:on.-.ed"
AZo\PO 0".1 I UDF 0".1 dubbed Ih~ ~e-/",,",u lor. o.r-:
O'IIrk fur.. ,.. _. h~/d 01 'h~ Vnl_...lly 0/' Wi'....t.... _
Jlo.e CDF1.lled ee ."n..:, olhe>' ....jor 'omd e!a I" dw,~
lion ...-aol. ".'_/olled '0 .m....' .nll binding dec
wftor.--. dapt'. an .".....plloforce Ih. Hora.... Declo ,..
(odopled.loy,1to OAU H_d. 0/ 5' . '. on ,",up.' 2 J. J9B9J .......
Ih~ 'hroa'. 01 d~'~I•• by ~mplovfnS' und~mO("ra'k pra~

Ihroughoullh. Con/~....ace,

COMPATRIOTS

On c. abouI 28 Augusl 19M, _
reed with~ t!'wII you"'"'" Pan
nFog il -ee...;-.ol lhe PMpIto" and
that you had invited II host of orgn
!oMlons incbting ouwkon. We were
SUfJ'JI"iw'd ......... .., _ had flO! re
cetwd such an 1rMtat1cn.

On 4 SepIember 1988 I\lO~tes
repr<'Wlltlng the CONGRESS OF
SCUTH AFRICAN lRADE. lJrions
«XJSAm.Mr Sidney Mof\mIdi and
Mr Frari< Mn1~ie5 mel a delegation
rrc.n tbe AZAN1AN CQ-ORDlNAT·
ING COMMITIEE. Th" two
gendemen l!'ICplained th/Il COSATV
was not respomible for the rned", re
ports and had Intended 10 consult fuDy
with aI org.mOsllllons. They assured lIS

that tIw~ aim ofthe (:Q'lfl!fl!llC<! was
10 .now Wlded opp::l5iIlon 10 the re
prn;on~~ "the gowm
ment: In p.Y1lnMr ttw altempl lO td::I
mnctpaI electIa15~~ 18
people'5 0f'9dl1isdllOl ..

The AZACCO d'l'legd llon al thiS
rneortingD.~ disquiet abouI the
IoIowrog Murs:'

lal The lad ttwoI the~ tw-
Icw1ged tomy one poli!:u gr0up

ing "i l the Cha rt l'rists <lnel
'!pm9; n e' ded aI othef p0liti
cal groupings from the~.

ing Call . "in.....
1bI The 1«1 that plans were al such

an advanced -. and Ihe meO"l 

ing was scheduJ«llor 24th Sep
tember 19 88 not " lIo win g
consultahon wi th member~ip

and boot.....en o . g/iniSo/llions 10
oo;:eu. al aIL We .....m! prewnled
with" fg ll OITOmprl.

Ie) The lnvilillion e XI.oneled to a
mixed b"g of groupings 50nle 01
whom were nol in existence ego
"Free Sla te women'Pl, "Rural

n.

ar..as"{?) . Non-racial democralic
organlSilHon (?) and in the SolrTle
bredt l1 . ..xelud<>d l1undr<'ds of or
ganiSolUons eg. 111e AlAN1AN
STU DENT'S MOVEMENT
(AZASM)..nd the CAPE ACTION
lEAGUE (CAU

(d) The IrMt..hon ""te-nd<'d to group
Ings IIIOI'king within the system <'9
the lnyandz.J Cl.Iita<1l group. the
So?posortgwe .-l PPP ~rties 0/
Bophultwats.....n.. . lhe DPP 0/
Tr~.-.d the NOM 01 Wyn.n:I
Malan. The BCM s ....;oction 01
~in~-cw

aled insIlMionI is nco I IW':'i'~~.

'"'I The inYiI.1Iion ."tended 10 1ibef<1l
groups ....tlowconsutumein'-e
rwwr t.-n ltwoppr<?S6l'd.-.d <'Xl
poiI ed \iii the ECC. the FIT.
IDASA .-l NUSAS. ",'hiIe the
work doow by sor>M' 0/ these
groups - in p.li1lCU1ar the ECC 
is 10 be lauded. the ............ hits to
be hamrnt>n!d OUI in the flrsl in
st..ne. by lhese who are op
pr..-.d llIld explOO<'d,

(I) The ..nocalion 0/ delegates leaves
much to be desired The non·
r.. cte 1 de mocr.. lie movem..nt ,
whIIti?W1" ltwat """<1OlO. has been
given 50 delegall'Swhile ...............
QiI..... only 15 , The effil...tes otthe
oon-r<1Cl<11democratic movement
ha..... tw..n granled furtl1er dele
gates such as SA NSCO and

NUSAS. sharing 30 delegates.
fEDTRAW 4 . UWCO 4 and
NAVO 13 and a bLmket l OO lor
'"'-'9ion1l1 slruetur" incivic politics.

Th.. """eling cloSO'd with AlACCO
4greeing to consult wit h ih eonsli·
tuents and eIlies llIld report back.

Aher considering lhe conlenls oI llle
...,;tlen imlitallons ..nd aher a lhlr
oughgoing e<)mU/t..tKln. ..... f<'el eem
peIIed to plac.. things in perspecliw.
We skaI proceed to do so:

(1 1 /'kgollalftlSrlllomxrnrs

w.. bPIirw !hal the~ is lor
iE~ 01 ocolPed Ian:.l.

CaIs for ·rwgotiated wnlements· 1ft

by thea- drimion.~ by Wnperioli
Sn to brok4'r .. "soUion· ...tlidl. ...
r<'SlA in iI rNinn!l 1I str.. 1IjIehoId in

ourbelowdcountry. We """".....eady
seen in N;gena. in ntia. in~

indeedaI OWl' lhe lor lr...<tv ooloniz,ed
IWl1d - lhal imper1alisu ..... only 100
""9'" tQgrlll1l "pofilical power' .....
retaining <'OOnOOlic power in their
hands. Noo--roIoniaI solutionsare nor
...mat the ro~;ng ma..es in occupied
Az.,nia deslT<!' - ""'" """nr Iotal ~bera

t ion, .........ant romp!el.. control ofour
individual and collective destin;"';

n... Ie""". we ha..... learnt from our
n..;ghbour. Zimbabwe. speak e10-
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<pJelltly of the pitfalls In eeqouated
settlements.Zlmha~ finds itwlf stU!
ll'ying to recccer from lhe "settle
men!" dicta ted at u llC<'lSIer House
We are determirll'd thaI Azani<'l IlIiII
not fall into this debilil3ting trap

An.; definition of -the struggle" 'Nhich
omb tIw role 01 tIw InlperWisl:s in
this IIInd is a definition which is a lie
or a haIf·lJuIh. And we are aI _ e
lhIII half-truths are \IoUW!han lies,

1ZI Do" 1(1( ' OCII

k is a gross ouer - -..pbfiutiorl to
praltle thai the slTuggle in this land is
rnereIy for democrocy . O':" .........cy
means tIw dictahonship 01 tIw ruling
dass and is a polihcaI system weII
Uted 10 capitalist socieIy.

We haveall heard thaI the USA is the
model fOf democrocy - a country
...tueh props up tbe Prrtoria r..gime ,
...tueh oppresses , exploits and dehu
rnaniws the majorlty of its own In
habitant s. which Is an imperialist
power por ex:ce llenu

We believe that the stlU<J9le is for
soci<'llism - tha i only soelalism guar
entees democracy for jhe messes of
pe<:>ple while ret ...inlng dicl3torship
oYer opprnsco and l'ltploilers of
whatever guise,

In this C(Ultry, we haw a cess $0

defy sensitized by II form 01 racism so
inlense that itsextl!"nds10 the s1igtlll!'$l
fUIIf'II':e in sI<in-I:oku.

AnJ "soIWon" wI'tich seeks democ
TlICY in tIw t'ltisl:..-.g system is a cal to
refcnn. And the org.ftwrs of the
'Collg,,", of lhe People" revealmgly
lolOJ the f~ about the coming
l\'UlidpaII decho..soI~ on October
26.I988·EO

"Ibe eIec1ionscome in the~ 01 a
ITIiIjor crackdown on tIw democraoc
mowmmt and the banning 01 18
""Flisations ,.. nJ'oe elections is (sic)
an all..mpt to sldestep the mosl
pressing Issue : the demand lor politi
cal righls a l cenlral go.....rnmenl
IO'veL"

We can only Infer lMl if the 18
organisations were not banned. there
wouk:l be no need lo r Ihe "Congress
oIlhe Prople- - because we would be
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partlcipaling in the elections and in
8otha 's "4th chamber"! We strongly
beliew tha t the masses haw shown
uoequillOcally lhat they reject any
participation in the system - and defi
nilely thai they reject the "allies" of
the conlerence organisI!'rs IoU Inyand
za,~,DPPand PPP.

We say thaI lln'J definition 01 the
problem in our co....rry which <MJids
meTltioning capitalism dearly inIends
a fcnn of democrocy which IIoIilI halt
on the Ibp _ of K'dII'ism.

We may .xl that tIw organ;s;ng of
the Conference rew.Ws aI forms of
...-.:\ellloeu.\i( pu.:tiees: There _
no COl1SIJlation with organisations n
vited. the invitation was l'ldended at
the last moment and with non-disdo
sure of vital Information. and tbe list
of invitees included some of the mosl

anti-dl'mocratle groupings knouin 
including these who actiwIy oil the
wheels of the a pllrtheid!capitabst
machinery.

13) AportheJd

We bebece that the words of SIeve
Biko should beour W1Itchword:

"The gr"alnl mistake we have made
is 10 regard all these who oppose
aparttJ.e;d a.s our alIin"

We be/ieve that the struggle against
apartheid is only the departure point
lor our ~beralory eHom.

We are not fighting merely
to 1M! In the~ areas a.s
wh~es or to share the lMr'II!

toile!: seal$. We are flghting
for tIw total transformation
of this iI'liq,aOU$ and irItu-
man syslem.

Tne mivO'J)l'nefll3liorl of
tbe .....tIn of the struggle in
the -C o n grf/SS 0 1 Ihe
People" m lation is a mal·
t.... fOf in lensfl and IiueIy pol.
itical discllSSion ,

We believe that tbe demand
for -One person One cote".
while necessary. is supply
NOT ENOUGH. Majori ty
rule has 10 go ha nd In glove
with soelallsm.

We realize lhall"" chequered history
of the Iiberalion Slruggle has given
rise 10 wrlous strands in the broad
liberation movement - in particuL:rr
Black Comc~ . P...",Af1ican·
ism. Charterism, Hence any attempt
to fO!9" unity has 10 be done in con·
sultation with all organisations on the
ground. And it must be ecneted by
the spirII of~ e spirit
wt>ereby .... agree to respect eech
Qltwr·sdiff~ .. 5Pirit by which
.... agree 10 march under diff....ern
barroeTs bul lo stnlIe together.

The Inwr IS of 1985-1988 a*ninat ·
ing in the tragedy of Pietermaritztug
..de,lii", tIw importance of this deli
call' p OCII!'SS: after aI. it is only ue
ruling clIIss which benefits from our
disulityas a liborralion rnovemeTll and
asa people .

We believe thai Azanla is destined to
become one under the leaderYlip of
tbe Black working class and that she
win Indeed become one. And we be
lieve that the setbacks "'" haw ex ·
perienced are due to Ihe misdirection
of Azanla 's rl/'\lOlutlona ry " Iemenls.

We appreclale and commend Co.
SATU for the bold step il has taken
In trying to bring tIw oppres.sed and
e>tploiled logether 10 determine thei r
destiny. But the points raised ebcce
and tIw unfair allocation of delegaln
unfortunalely lO'aVl!"$ ~ with no
choice buI to relram from partlcipat·
ing In this COllg,,_, •



MESSAGE FROM TUE BLACK CONSCIOUS·
NESS MOVEMENT (BCM) TO TUE WORKERS'

SUMMIT UELD ON 26 AUGUST 1989

The ~em lUll k:ted the WOI'ken' Summit held on 26 A.guIt
1989. thaIN uge_tobedeHveredbyNkot::lPUrkkMoWa.
the AlAPO PI'nident.

This Workers' Summit comes at a
crucial juncture In the history 0/
Southern Africa and it is therefore
appropriate that it coincides with
NamIbia Day . We in the BCM urge
tholt the sightsand soundsofsolidarity
..... ith the Namibian struggle take
shape here and ring out ecross the
globe.

The heroic rebellion of the Azanian
people during 1984-1986 hils forced
the Pretoria regime to ..oopl the 13n
gu<>ge a lliberalism(or"reform"l while
lightening the noose of repression ,
Hence we haw witnessed the Leboer
Relations Am..ndment Act (lRAA)
which attempts to wrench the law at
a stroke into a new pattern and to
regulate and police the Bleck union
movement. Hence the elaborate
plans for privihsalion and de-regukl'
l ion and the near-perrTl.ilnenl sl<lte of
emergency. Hence the report by the
South African Law CommissIon
whose "Bill of Rights" does no more
than entrench the eKisling system
Toot and brerch.

Comrade$, liberitlism i5 being used to
contain the Az"ni"n revolution .
Anyone who sees en ally in liberalism
is Il"I<lking a fundamental error about
the nature 01our enemy_Suffice it to
say that the centre of liberalism in
South Africa is made up not 01 petty
bourgeois democrats but 01re,,1 capi·
talists.

It is with this backdrop in mind that
the BCM wishes to reiter"te that its
guiding principle is the hegemooy 01
the Black lM:>Tking class within the
national liberalion lTIC>Vemenl. In oc
cupied Aza nia the Black Prolet"ri.(l.t
numbers in the millions. in the world
as a whole the Prolel<lri.(l.l num ber in
the h<mdreds 01 millions ,

We beli.."... thatlhe Black Prole ta riat
is the pivot 01 Ihe liberatjon mow
ment because it can only end its own
explo itat ion by ending aU exploit,, ·
tion_ Only the Black Proleta riat has
" n interest in and the IXJWer to ITIil.ke
the Azan ian Revolution " r""li1\l_

We cannot oue r-e mphas ize that
without the right to rule . any prattle
about the "rights of labou r" Is abso
lute/y mean ingless! Th is is the cold
truth . . leI us make it the lib·
e ra llng lrulMI

There is no doubt th"t the union
movement is destined to make grellt
slrides in its historical campaig n
aga inst the lRAA, And lhere is no
doubt that the Block working dess is
dest ined to pkly its historical role as
lhe c reator o f "n enn-recer. soci<l.list
Azan ia , Mo re than that. the Prolet,,·
ret and oppressed people "IIover the
globe need to lock hands across con-

ttnents to see to il tMt the "earth shall
rise OIl new foundations."

In many ways . Ihe lRAA provides <11l

/ICid tesl for the union movement,We
are required to ex plo it o ur inde 
pendent mobilizing potenti,,1 and
make the LRAA unwork.<lble'

We in the BCM wish to ITIil.ke the
fo llowing Sl.l'.J9"Slio ns reg" rding the
campaign against Ihe lRAA'

1 C"lIs lor spectacular ··stay"w"ys·
(whethe r beginning on the 1stor
11 th Sept 1989) fail to take into
eccount that the Black working
class has been on the receiving
end of renewed rep ression and
tyr"nny"OO is ;ust beginning to
muster strength We suggest that
the most orgilnized plents under·
t"ke industria l ecnon first and
that those who have been tempo
ra rilyd isorg" nized use the lime to
p repare for <>etion_ Industrial ec
tion can therelore take the fonn
01 sustained and prol o nged
waves. HOWl.'Ve1" . ""'" do not dis
favour" com plete sl<Jyaw" Von
Tuesdily and Wednesday the 5th
" nd 6th o f Sep te m ber wilh
lunch-time plac"rd demcnstre
tions and other c re"tive (lCtions
slilrting Irom the 1st September,
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2. Joint Re<3i~ Campllign Com
mittees of all unIon5 plIrtlcipllling
in the anti-LRAA urtlpllign must
be established and must begu ided
by principled mlry. The subst",
l\m 01 principles must Indx\e
anti-imperllliism. anti-TllClsm and
anlHexism and must be gilied
by the po/lcy 01 antl-collllbortl
lion. Any ~is1 5lil1ncn
with gove rnment $tooge$ Of

those InYolwd 'fl the~~

tIiclrnefaI ¥!em (lncWing the
Democnltlc Party. InI<lttha. In
~. etc) ~ white Iiber~ Iec
nom lnbing the Black Sash.
~ etcl arncult5 to a betr~
oI lhelbmotionstNggle . To la/fer
twn. .. to bkrder at a audaI
point because ofwNch the Black
WOfking c\a.s$ ..... I"Il/YfI!"f be alW
eilIlef to ,eoiscowf~
g.-e.atrIe9I 'fl btlf ~ to win .
mergy from the co nnectlonlo
newly ente red ln lo . u ntil a ll
~ IIoIiIh which I contended...
1652. 1832. 1960. 1976 and
1984 thlo~ lie plushate
badl! il.

3. II is tacticaIy~I~ ...-.loo-o to
negotiate Recognition Agr_
rnenl$ wth employen and 10 be
careful that these Recognition
Agreemelrts really mIed the In
terests 0I111Of1len ... the "collec
tive bargaining" ~latiomhlp .

Where RecogrolfiOl, Agreemel ll$

already exist. a mlcaI re-apprai
sal 01 them Isa naMsa1ty.

Unions ought to ""Ofk lOUlOTds
thlo implenwn ~lion of thew col
Iec\iIIe conlnlct$ rather than c0n

neue wo r king within l he
Inu'll! i\ 04 k01 the lRAA. We be
!lew there is uneKpIored polen
IiIII in Reoogniticn Agreemenl$
which potentillllTiU!it be fully ex,
pIoited .

We IIIOUId like to addre5$ the a rgu
mentthat the union movement as the
union rr>Ot>O!'rn.m t can proWje the
political lead 10 free occupied Azanla .

We must decidewhether we are b.J!Id 
inga labour movemenl or a IlbeTaUon
roocement . If we are building a lllbour
1llO\Ie1l1e111, however militantly we go
!lbout ll and however much we attach
andta.ck o n militant slogans and p ro-
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paganda. we will ultimate ly create a
re fo rmist IllOVefTlenl.

A Ilberatlon lTKl\II!TnI!nt on the other
hand includes eoonomJc deman::ls as
pert of its OWfall procom and OWfall
character. b.Jt as a verydelinitd,o sub
OI'dlnflle part 01 It.

We can lo1am from LenIn in this re
gard,-

1f we begin with thlo solid foundation
01 . strong organi5alion oI.-evoMion
a rie's, we can ensure the stability 01
the fnOIIeTIIml: as • .....tde and earry
OIA the airm both 01 (soc!aIism) and
01 trllde I.rIionism proper, U, how
-.-, we begin with a beced won-'s
Of9IInisatlon. which Is supposedly
most ' .. , He' to the masses lbJt
which II IIiCtUIIIIy most .. 0 H e to
the poficc:J, we shall achiew neIthef
the one llim oc Ilw odwr; we $hal not
eImlnale OW 1UiHlf-tlunbmethods..
and, becauw we nm>ain !att....-ed
and OW lena are constantly b-oI<en
up by thlo police. we $hal only moke
ll'.de l.nions , • _~~ ill , 41'"
10 the masses."

Whal Is r«Pred for REVOUlllON
II bold, ~ ! I.. nationIIIleadnship.
A~lfBdt,s1 .p "'lolnk

up the !ItruggIes and !li'I(::Ii/ius 01
totley - those $ITUQgIes tor a &.mg
""'911. lor better and tun.. &.mg
conchticns. tor proper Iw.aIthCllft', lor
belief hOU$ing and an improved
quality 0I1ife. for proper ..o.......tion.
etc . - \Wh the the goal 01 b.DIding a
new world, a world~ dass, col
ow ~ gender II not made !he~
01 • penon·t worth, a world withoul
exploitation and oppi . • •.

Genuine revokJtionaoes do not use
the struggle 01 the masses as neg0

tiating chips with~ enemy nor do
they _ k 10replace the existing auth
orities jusl to sit on the same old
system of exploi~tion.

A call fora negotiated settlemenl with
the eKCUSe that II offers a ""'*:J 10
bn:wlen out democrallc possibUities
Is palpably In the air. It comes In the
wake of renewed and biller mass
JlnJQQleI which are rumbling in lull
rage and fury and seeks todilute these
struggles from their a im of smashing
white rule and canying out a M tionaJ

and democratic revolution to free
Azania of imperialism and its local
prop$. [t Is a ll'$pon!l'II' to imperialist
manoeuvres, a lter all, the futures o f
Namibia and Angola were negotlaled
with everyone except the NambOan
and Angolian peop~ them5f!lYes.
Similar manoevres are evidenl in oc
cupied Palestine and occupied En-
Ifea.

The BIacII ....ooung c\a.s$ musl take
the lead in making aD thew schemes
01 "working within the system" n0n

starters. A negoIlaled wttIemenl: will
be nothing ~ than CAPITULA
TION: iI Is imperialism' , way of
buying tirniI! WItil the 2 151 Century.

Then! is no Iogi(: in~ the
oppr-.ed by tJying 10 be the "Slate
P1esidelll" 01 the very lIYslem thaI
oppr_ them. ThaI ', like~
.....,ti1 '9 fish by~ to be "Plelidot.-"
01~ 9wb!hat eat them'

II Is IUgh lime that the world be
.....-esIed from the .....of lhe mper-
iaIisb and .-....ctionann ..no now 01\

it . Theirrule mearw. CUitinJed rrIisery

for ~ 1o '" 'OU"'" majority 01 people
~ the globe. And dnpitIl'
theirtallolpeaaand~,

the real danger stiI exI5b !hat the
i1 lipd 'alist, .... 1luIch a lllird World
W• . cw,. the reodJtlonary 1lnIggIe
01 the ProlortarifIl and Its aIies can
d\ange !his !IUIte 01 afl~ and unIodt
the dix:n to !he future.

~ a new -. In !he ttruggIe
IIIiII lIl! born in the Iempe1l: chaIlmgIng
the oU:moded ooder in South Africa
or v.t.orther !his~ becomes a
bloody and IrlIgic loss for the world '.
peopk! dq>ends. eonndo!s, on aD 01
us who know what II lito ,..,ffer X:Om

and be OOlIlen down. all 01 us ..no
long to dig exi5Iing 1Odely', graw.

Either webelong 10 the trend towords
Worid War m or the trend towards
thoroughgoing Reo.oIution . Put differ
ently: either we work towards a hor
rible end or we end the horror once
and for all .

AmandIa be SebenzU

l-. Lethu 1Afribl

One P_ple One Ann&. One N.
tlonl •



On the Threshold of the 21st Century I
CALLING ALL AZANIANSI

O n thlll htdayo/,lanUCl'1l, 1990
IIw Fronk talk EdllorialColle;

tl to!' oJl~rs th is droIt Dec/arotion,
/org«J through painsta kIng, corn
p~h~nsfto!' di5CUssion ' and p rin
cip led st rugg!~, 10 the A,anian
peopl~ lar care/ ul .rudy, Inlenslve
d~llbel'(llfon and 1Ilgoro us applica
tion ,

Preamble
Then! Is no do:dJt tNt Azania is
poised on the II " esl llOlld of rnomom
Iota ewfU <bing the 1llst deoodoo 01
the 20th c.erm.y. We, the Azarul
people, are confronted with the ~

tremely serious l espOi lSiJllity 01 b 
t!lI"r Wlifying our ranks and~
100- the t.emendous challengn and
crttlcal battles shaping up aheto:l We
,ue fully conscious 01 the tasks ex
peeted 01us and are proud to eccept
and ad In /loCCOrdance with our his
toric responsibility.

The World Situation
AI the current conjI.ncture, natKlnIII
del. I ?,* nts h.lue lle\III!'l" been more
profoundly affected bydewlap.w,D
on II world scale. The contradictions
boot_a. lIllrlous impenalisl poweT5.

the contradictlol lS bool\\ een imperial
ism and the opplessed peoples and
""lions and lhe contradictions be
tween lhe bourgeoisie and the prole
tanat In the imperi<llisl countries a re
aceentllolUng rapidly,

We ere witnessing how the post
WorldWll1 D•division of the workI'" is
(XlI'ning aparl at the seams. WIl tItlIItl
seen Black people rising up in MiIImi,
USA Uanull1y 19891 llllld __ tItlIItl
seen the Sibenan coal mintlB rising
up In NoYokuznetsk. USSR LMy,
1989). We tItlIItl watched the IrOOpS
of"EmptlTof" George Bush ir'NadIng
P_ (December 19891 10 bmg
thetr dioobtltieni lorTIltlT hitman, Ma
nUll] Noritlga in Iintl and WII re<:ognize
that "Emperor" Mikh<oil G<.>rtw:hev Is
altllmpllng to suppress the ilIruggle
lor national self-detennlnallon in the

12.

ScMd~. Rightl!'OUS ,..beIIioi,
against~ ..-d ......
ota htll capitalist bouigtlo . .n hits
gripped Easlem Europtl and the .ntl
laadtJ (uprising) of the Paltlstinian
people continues unlIblIted ,

Mao tse Tung's statement "EIther rev
oIutkWl wlU prevent war, or war will
givtl rise to rewlution" takes on ID"

gent Impom.ncll as the rtwIry be
twtlen the two impmaIlst blocs Jed by
the USA and the USSR respl!'CliI.ody
Gpresses itself on an W'piece.itll.ted

""'.n... ...-nlng of taIdng fftpol_

bDlt1I '01' dw future of humanity
• to n.et dw chaDtlnge of mU"
Ins and aceelenUnl revolution
. nd under . 11 drcu mst.nces
_ Ing the sbuggle through to
the . bollt'o n of Imper&.1I1m iUld
. 11 'Yst llms based o n exploit . ·
tkm . nd enfon;:fli by murder iUld
destrudkm.

Southern Africa
Whk _ life fI*,o co l5duus of the
l1VII"IY diff..,..nces tItl""un Soulhtlm
AfrIca In the 1990's and WtlSIem
Europe In the 1870 'sWIIlWWflloeless
c.aI 10 lIttention the similarities be
t.....~ Chancellor OUo von Bis
Il'loSKk, his role In the "UnIfication 01
Gmnany" and the tlSIIIbIlshment 01
South Afr ic/l 's hll91lm ony Oller
Southern Alrica.

Bismarck, acting In the interests of
Gomnan capllallsm, united IIllrious
feudal pih IClloalities Into a singItl G/lr
man I'I/IIIon. P W Bothll..-d his sue·
(n!i(JI', F W do! KItlf1I.. acting In the
p tlfd$ 01 Western ImperiIIiism. are
ca,opIelK l!I the task oI ln1egramg the
mtire~ of So.ahem AJ
rica Into a $ingltl « 0010'"11'; entiIy.
1lw NkomaJiAccords..-d othersimi
lar non-aggression~ the regWr
raids Into "incItlpendmt" rwlghbour
ing statn, the sponsorship and de
ploymtlnt of countllr"revolutlon<uy
forces and the sabotagll of the begin
nings made by the Southern Alrican

DorwIopment Co-ordit\lllion Con
ItlfVflCe ... show how Soo.Jthem Afn.
ca 's gllo -politica l map Is titling
re-drawn with <Pcksllvtlr rapidity.

On 25 June 1975 the People's Re
public 01 Mozambiqutl was born. At
Nkomalipoort on 16th M.!lrch 1984
Mozambique ClIpltui/lled to raclst
South Africa when she signed "The
Agreement on Non-Aggression arxI
Good Ne;ghbcuiinns.')n 1989 No
tarnblq.>tl <topped 011 pmenees of
following a sociIIkt p5th.

On 11 Nowmber 1975, tIw Per-
bMJI Mil flag \lRIS IoIwred In Ulancla,
What replace;l Portugal In AngoII
was not an hdtlpel dtlnt..-d libmlted
sod e ty. The MPLA gowrnm,mt
IIIhIch took office during February

, 1976 has pi esided 0\Itlf II socitlIy
which lTIIlkes for a cese study in 50
IIItlI ntlO-CoIonlllllsm,

The ' negoIillted seIIlemenl" an1IIed
at et Lercese- Hoo.sl In 1979 saw
lhe Zimbabwean revolution btllng
seriously compiO , ! rd.

1lw lrWa/Iation 01 ... .... dtlpel dellf"
Nami::JiIIn go,A'"., ..nt on /I pattern
and pan! dl'tennned by Scuh Afrl.
ClI, tIw USA and the USSR wilh tIw
rltl<"W Ollial mppings 01 RnoUion
435 ..-d the 1982 Agnements show
the dangers of~ IIigiIance
titling abllndoned for diplomatic ad
venturism.

In the final ana1yl:1.I, the question
0' tTue _ j' -detennl....t lon fOI" the
peoples 0' Southern Afriu h In
. ltt rk.b ly bound up with the
IIWlklng and MI...."" of rev0l
ution In ocaopitld Azam. ibeH.

Azania
The prelOliaslroiko being pi Ol'lOIo!d
by F Wde KIerk is premised on !hit
"rele.e, unb<tn, di!it1\lllllle. nego
lialll" Inornework - re/""IO!' political
prisootlrs, llnoon oo.nned ooganisa
tlons, dismanll~ repreloSive Ilpilrtheld

laws and nego/iale with those claim
ing 10 represent the Blllck TnIljorlty.lt
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is no coincidence thllt the grand de
sign of prelorl"lItro lka overla ps
exactly wtth the Harare Dedaration
adopted by the OAU Ad Hoc eor.-..
mittee on Southern Alrica on 21 Au
gust 1989.

/I is no O~.· '<'Ido"'~• .mtwr that the
Harare Declaratlorl makes the absl.d
cal lor lhe futorlo 'C!gi..... - the
o !dQcli.ms 01 the~
1lJSIl!m - to jolr'Iln the noble effort 10
ev:l the iIlpar!heid system" (sid ) at
poD 11.0 . Far !Tom realizing the
ANCs proInwd goal 01 seizing the
-..maINe" !Tom !he enemy (Report
an consJtMiorl bel ..een the ANC.
!he UDF and COSATU - 6 Jme
1989l, !he HarMe Declaration places
!he lniti.!Itiw squarely wtth the Prete
M .......

Even the South African L1w Commi
lion's Working Paper on Group eed
HI.man Righls - which unequiYocally
cans for lhe consolidalion of the
stalllSqllO - faDs far 10 the leftof the
Harillre Dedarallon when it insists
IMt lhe statute book be "purged"' of
all "provisions inconslstenl with the
bill of righls" (1 469 on Page 44 2).
The Harare Declaration Il1@relycalls
for Pretoria tc repeal all legislation
"designed 10 cIrcumscribe poIilical ac
tivity" (at 19.4),

The rewaling language 01 the Harare
Dedarallon dlkIta our consistently
staled goal 01 adUMng a unil<lry
state - II~ calls lex a '\mlled
!IIate j,at 16_11.~e deaIy aiming at
the retentlon 01 !he bantustan tuNn
cUnprag gro.nis, No wonder !hat
the concepl 01 an "III\tl-apoarthni
~. (sic!) - wtth Tl'lln5kei and
~ being hn:l up o!lS shining
~PIeS - 1$ aetiwly being pro-

~'"u.. its fount, thor lusaklI Manilesto
aOOpl:ed by !he OAU Hear;Is of Stlte
lbtng $eplember 1969, !he Harare
Declaration rnakn a lettsh of -..ter
IIlllionaI $lJppoI1 and aid'", We must
Insist thIIt the struggle must be ex
ecuted and dln!lCled by the A=Uan
masses and be Informed by the Inter
estsof the Black Proletariat .

As IOOCh as the Lusaka Manifesto
recommends the protect ion of the
"Tights" of thewhlte minority (illt point
9), the Harare Dedarilltion seeks to
protect the Interests of the white set-
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tiers as llglIlnst those of the dI$pO$
sessed. The ANC's ConstltutioMl
GuideIJrw;s - presented 1lI lusak.a dur
ing MardI 1988 - amcult to no
more than a rv-hashof the hopei ~I

IIav.Ied K!iptCMIII awt..... iIldopted at
26 J.nR 1955_

While the KIIpt~ o-ter dJoni
nates the lnten!sts of the InllSSeS 10
!hl:>w ofthe l'otIlIenmgclass. another
peil liciout ... delLVexists of~
and negamg the Sb'I.Igg/Ie b- naIIiooaI
liberation by POi I1C6", the Idea ofa
W1gIe "SQCi!Iist" reoa "on. This IllIter
leidt'q ...." Q(lI """ob i!fts en !he
day--to--day stn..gja of the BIad< WClI"'"

ken and an~~ of the
"aw-r." ""llrkft_ While It is im-
P'""Metobu':la.~ __
menI and lead It 10 IIk10fy wilhoU:
Jlll'.V'!lattention 10the battles lordaily
exislena! of the IT'IlISSeI, SldI work
must~ be cad.Lted In such a
--V o!lS 10 laclIlL1le the IIlOYIng of the
masses 10~Ionaty positions.

We the refore ha.... no hell tatlon In
dec la ring lhal:

(a) The LllS£l k(l Manifesto (lnd the
Harare Dec/(lrallon a rnot/nl to (l
betraVC'1 (If Ollr long, (lrdUOliS
struggle for total llberalton;

(b) A. much (ll the efJof1l of InleT
national (lgendn and gouern
menll II apprecIa led, we - the
Az.ankm pt'Ople - rt!SI!l'iO!' lhe
IOJC! rlghllO dekrml~ lhe ogen
ria and dlredlori of our llben:>
tion IlrtlSl9Ie '1lCludlng t"'" role
and " ml ll 01 jomgn (lid and
support;

Ie) T1wderr.auallcethox-Mlilh the
pnndple 01 ao:ounlablilly and
report-bockflrm lv.n pIaa-fk.
mallds that ..... lhoroughlv pC!r'

u~ and de llbera le upon a ll
documenll !I.w«I 'n our I'ICImo!

and we reJ«t ..lIh contempl
ANY a/tempt to fob ofJ such
documenls as rep_lall.... af
a u r alp' raUonl wUhOlll the
democra llc process running III
' lllI COLII'M;

(dJ A bbrelJlated conferenul IDhkh
are preceded by no ronl u/talion
a baul the agenda and docu
ments to be presen ted, proce
dure 10 be adopled and formula
lo r rep resenlatl ....ness amount
to stllntl which lhe IJberollon

l i rugg/e ""n do wI/ha ul;
Ie) The Conference lor a Demo

cralk: Futllre held on 9 Decem
ber 1989 - while It musl be
crllk:~ In l he lerml 01 para
gruph (dJ abooC! - naoerlheless
flrmlyexp/oded the myth 01 nu
~I superiority prop"gr;iled
by the UDFiCOSA7U allia~

III A....,..Ined' e/fort ..t uniting all
orgon'salloril OWDled to the
n<tgO.l 'a ted setllement aption
/or Immediale and unrelenli"S'
aetlo<t Is a Cil'tega+lutl impero
II....;

fgJ It Is nsentla l l ha l lhe ochH!uC!'
menl o/ lhe rna.o;lmum unily of
lhe oppras«I be ochWW'd ..nd
lhal a poIlIlcol sll....tion is CTe

aled where'n cenlrallsm and
dC!t'l'lOCI'OCY. d lsclp llne ,,00 free-
dom ..nd unflV01 UJl Il ..nd pt>...

10n.. 1 ease 01 m Ind a n d
1I....llness ""' comblned;

(hJ The establishment 01" t rue ret>
olullonaTJI p ress whkh a rms the
masses wfl h an " II-rollnd view 01
socletV and Ihe world is of the
highest priority;

(I) The e labarauon of the basIc
poInts outl ined" In l he Azan ia n
People 's Ma nl/esto wJth due re
ga rd rc the Immedia te n..tional
democrotlc la.sb 01 the reuol
ul ion mllil be cTJIStolliit-ed and
popula rized posl-hosle;

(j) The key 10 oc:hlomng na tionol
I.bornttion II the 'ndependenl
role o/ lhe BJock Prolelariol and
lis abl/lty to nt;abllsh ils liege
monv In lhe liberotion struggle;

1kI Wldapn!Gd polJtlall educalion
mUll be dJu.en1'nated and the
thC!oretlal/ and to:koIogiall leuel
a/ lhe _ ralxcl IIIIth awr:tre
ness o/ lhe dange-rs and 00I'i_

~ 01 on 'mperio/lsl 1l>(Ir;
(I) Our re llO/u t'OOO TJI IIlg"lance

musl be sharpen.e<l "nd our pol
fllaIl, o rganoollonol ..nd IdC!o-
/oglcol nodlness to oc:hteoe 
and ma'nlaln - ge-n lline /ibero
lion must be m(1i{'miud.

Afterword
RcvoluUon .. t1w only _ luUon .

Do _ reaDy dare -"- .-01
uUon? W. dare not faU to-".,.
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Wesl Rand DeL>e lo pment &;.ard Police. 1985. Victims of the Qu"",,<lown shooting o n Nauember
/ 7. 1985 being buried in MI"" yis; Towns hip.
Queens town on v.·cembeT7. 1985 .

Augllst 1989, Burning ba rricade in Th ornton
Rood, Cape Town.

'"

lilll

11 August 1985- 7<"<1'go$ fired of youths owning
delivery ""hiele. in Hanover Pork on the Cope
Fla/s.
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6 September 1989. Police disp",,,.· youth ,mIn
teargas and buckshot in SI""""",!! o"rsjd" Cap'"
Town

6 September 1989 Police and Block youlh wage
pitched berries In Manen"",g Township near Cape
Town

• •

. --
-

Mrs Hildo Leuy (righI), rm>r her of 13 veer old
Hicardo Leuy ,,}/IO was shor dead by the So"r"
African Police.
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ruthless dissector o f the records o f the Azanian people.

Help Frank Talk expand its p u b lishin g operation a nd influence and
help yourself to a com pend ium o f d ynamic publications by be co m
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• a free copy of On Your Own by Mosibudi Mangena. Chairperson
of the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania and Com
mander-in-Chief of its military wing, the Azanian National Llb
eration Army,

• a two-year subscription to Frank Talk and all associated publi
cations.

• a free t-shirt of your choice.
• 20% off on the purchase price o f a ll books published by Sko

taville Press.

The minimu m S ustaining Subscription is R120 (Southern Africa) or
R220 (Rest o f Africa and Overseas). It is possible to arrange
paym e nt by month ly debit o rder. Write to :

The Internal Secretary
FT Ed ito ria l Co llective
POBox 19360
DORMERTON
401 5
S o uth Africa
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