fAreocn

Geyex gl—

/278 - 1177



4 — RAPPORT, 5 Februarie 1978

Twee Britte hou vo

DisOwe

I Angola wil hulle hé

n-propaganda,

‘Sé soldate-werwers

Van Ons Londense Verteenwoordiger

ozubzmmm die voorneme van Brittanje se minister van
buitelandse sake, dr. David Owen, om die werwing van
huurseoldate te verbied, het twee Britse soldate vandeesweek
beweer dat hulle m@__mnﬁ. is om in Angela te gaan veg.

Die werwers var huur- genader het. Hulle be-

" soldate ontken egter ten skryf die beweringe as
sterkste dat hulle mense propaganda van Owen se

departement.

wDie FNLA het genceg
soldate en ammunisie om

self sy man teen die Kuba-
ne in Angola te staan,” het
Samuel Abregada, FNLA
se verteenwoordiger in Eu-
ropa, vandeesweek it
Frankfurt gesé.

Hy het Londen verlede
week besoek, maar ontken
wmmﬂm dat sy Wmmomw met die

werwing van soldate vir die
~oorlog in »?wﬂ verband

hou.

- »EE was daar om aan
almal wat wou luister, te
vertel van Z_szm se in-
menging,” sé hy.

John Banks, Brittanje se
bekendste huursoldaat-
werwer, is in Abregada se
geselskap gesien.

»Dit het die mense aflei-

dings laat maak,” sé& Abre-
gada. ,Maar ek het bloot
met Banks gesels oor die
besoek van 'n TV-span wat
aan die wéreld sal kan wys
wat in Angola aangaan.”

Hy sé dies FNLA het nou
17 000 vegters. In Januarie
was hulle in ses skermutse-
lings met Kubane betrokke.

Een van die gevegie het

minder as sestig kilometer
van Luanda af plaasgevind.
»Ons het 'n hele Kubaanse
konvooi opgeblaas,” sé
Abregada.

Volgens hom is Unita ook
besig om meer as sy man in
die suide van Angola te
staan. Hy sé Nigerié het
twee bataljons gestuur en
daaroor het hy Londen be-
soek, ,Wai soek Nigeris,
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nadat twee huursoldate tereggestel was. .
wat 'n statebondsland is,in 'die Britte se aanda

gevestig dat die
besig is om siviele

te molesteer. Hulle sukke].*

teen die gesamentlike pois

gings van Unita en die-:
FNLA en nou gaan hulle op,*
dié laakbare wyse te werk, ™
Ondanks die ontkennings -
vanuit die FNLA-kringe en-
Banks dat soldate nie meer.;
geweri word nie, hoy die:.
‘'twee soldate vol dat hulle’
wel genader is. H
Die twee is Kevin Whiri.--
ty, 33, 'n gewese regiment-
‘sersant van die Britse val--
skermsoldate, en Chris
Dempster. Albei het al-
voorheen as huursoldate in -
Angola geveg, L
»Ek is twee jaar gelede..
deur Banks gewerf, maar-
dié keer was dit nie hy wat.
‘my genader het nie,” het
Whirity vandeesweek gesé,.
»EK het nog nooit vergeet’
wat in Angola gebeur het-
nie. Ek sal teruggaan soon-"
toe, maar nie vir geld nie.
Uit weerwraak.” ;
Dempster sé dat hy gena-.
der is, maar nie sal terug-
gaan nie. ,,Ek dink dit geld.
vir die meeste ander manne
wat verlede keer gelukkig
genoeg was om terug te
kom. Hy (verwysende na

Banks) soek vlieéniers, lug- .
kanonnjers en soldate,” het
hy gesé. ‘ .

_ Volgens hom word in'
huursoldaat-kringe vertel
dat Banks oor onbeperkte *
fondse heskik Hy hied
mense glo honderde ponde
per week aan om in Angola
te gaan veg. R

g daarop
Kubane’-

mense,”
veral bejaardes en kinders, -
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bitterly attacks Zaire, List- -
ing 20 incidents which are

said to have occurred

along the Angolan border

with Zaire and in the

enclave of Cabinda, which

is separated from Angola

by Zalrian territory.

NIGERIANS

On the otlier side Unita
has clalmed that 2000
Nigerid troops have
arrived in Angola to hoost
Cuban forees fighting al-
ongside President Neto’s

. MPLA, the SABC/TV news
¢ reported last night, The
broadeast added that the
Soviet Union was actively
takﬁng part in “battlefield
 logisties” and delivering
| arms to at least two An.
. golan ports, according to
! Sapa.

The letter to the UN
claims that air space viola-
l tions and South African
¢ Iricursions by troops have
| taket place from SWA/
[ Namibia.

i On October 14, the let-
. ter. says, South African

i forees opened up  with

light arms fire against an

. Angolan position in the

carea of

, African forces,

Marcos Three
(thought to be an ordi-
nance map reference) and
continwed firing for six
hours. '

Concentrations of South
A ineluding
tive armoured - vehicies,
were alleged to have
gathered near Marcos 19,

|
I
|

'

i

| 20 and 21 on Novemper 3

| ‘and on November 5 South |

., African troops are Allaged
. to have fired eight Howit-

|

Czer rounds to the east of |

- Samta Clara, i
Fourteen South Afriean
soldiers ave cliidted {6
have crossed into Angola
near . Marcos Four of
November 7 and at 8 am
2 Decerber 23, - South
Aftitan foreds are avbiisad
t Havitig attapkéd Angsl.
il fordey stilth 8f NG
befween Martts 16 and 17
sitid 16 mm etnnon and
81 Hin tiortar flek,

ties.

Lk
ke Were nt csttal |

T Roberton,
The Star Bureau

NEW YORK -— Angolg has
alleged 14 incursions by
South African troops along
the SWA/Namibia border
in a formal letter of com-
plaint to Secretary General
Dr Kurt Waldheim.

The letter, which has
been cireulated to all Uni-
tetl '~ Nations members,
follows a brief statement
by the Angolsn Defence
Mindstry last week claim-
g that border violations
had oceurred.
©IE Wl ¢
dlong the SWA/Namibia
 birder sl ol remain
gn .

18 that, ‘ineltlents -

says

lhinswered” and  sa
Sodth Afried 15 raining,

Aitge t0 Angolan puppets
- who are’ hitltrated baek
ifitd- Angola to pillsge and
kilt indigcrimittately.”

* Thits. 14 thought to be a
réterente to Unitd el
oy who, Atigols hng pre-
viotisly claimed, dre attatk-
Jhg  MPLA  and - Cubait
_ihtees from basey inglde
" SWA/Nititbia,

The Minister of De.
fence, Mr P 'W Rotha, hiy

Africa "had not attacked

neighbouring” -~ - countries
and did not harhour ter-
rotists, a - Deferice  Head-
quarters spokesman said
in Pretoria.-

“Any shelling of any
any. part of southern An-

only have been dirvect re-

Yage week. . ..

.o PhHe, . X gold_n‘._ Iettér 73150

- drmitng and providing re-

said repeatedly thai South
and did- not plan to attack

_‘ rotes
| U]

‘1ne

L
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. Force

gola at any time  could |
ory measures against...
St dEgiEssion across
ardery” the Mihister

" The Star” 'Thurséféy' Fef

0

Uefrg -

Meanwhile, the Demo-
eratle Turnhalle . Alliance
(DTA) has called on
South  Africa's  security
forces in SWA/Namibia to
eliminate Swapo hases in
Angola from which acts of

terrorism are carried out, .

Africa News
reports trom

The Star's
Service
Windhoek,

General 1 J Geldenhtys,
Chief of the Defence
in SWA/Namibta,
sald the South West

2

S10N

' the

Afrtea People’s Organisa.

to

tioft (Swapo) murdered 23
Owambo headmen last
vear and ten ecivilians and
six soldiers died in land-
niine explosigns.

He was commenting on
a statement by Swapo’s
secretary for information
and publicity, Mr Peter
Katjavivi, that the secu-
rity forees were planning
lo mine strategic rosds on
territory’s northern
border. :

® Agreemient near om
SWA — Page 17,

{
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- NEW YORK. — Angola has asked the UN Secretary-General,
Pr Kurt Waldheim, to tell members and observers here about
a number of “serious violations” oft her territory by South
Alrican and Zairean forces since October.

The South African Defence Force has denied the
allegations.

" The Angolan Government charged ::z South Africans and
Zaireans were E%o&:m cm_._n_m of “Angolan puppets” who
53:&& Angola.

m\ ooiv_m_,:m SGZ m._u_o.,—: m> ro_.__:m

South Africa and Zaire were “ysing their own armed forces
{o viotate the territory of the People’s Republic of Angola.”
They were “training, arming and providing refuge”™ for the
*puppets” who were not jdentified but EocmE to mean Unita

-and FNLA guerillas.

The statement from Luanda listed 22 violations of >=mo_m=
sovescignty by Zaire and 14 by South Africa.

The .majority were alleged invasions of Angolan airspace.

Angola alleged that South African troops in one case, fired

cight howilzer 3::% near Santa Clara on 29633?

In Pretoria, a Defence Force spokesman séid that South
Africa’s Minister of Defence, Mr P.W Botha, had said
repeatedly that Soiith Africa had not attacked and did not plan
to- attack :Qm:@o:::m countries ‘and did "not rm_.coE.
Lerrorists. .

“Any shelling of any part of wc:Em_,: >:mo_m at any time
could only have been. direct retaliatory - measures against

. terrorist aggression across the border,” he mma — Sapa -

»..m : e . . .
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has been recommenced since 9 Sep-
tember 1976; if so, (a) when and ()]
what progress has been made;

(2) whether any damage has been done to
the scheme since that date; if so; (a)
on how many oceasions and (b) what
was the extent of the damage on ecach
occasion;

(3) when is it expected that the scheme
will be completed, ’

The MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AF.
FAIRS: .

: (1) No; (a) and {b) fail away,

®  Calueque dam ‘ Lo :
[T e . (2) in respect of the Ruacana power
"7 265. Mr. C. W. EGLIN asked the Minister siation and works no damage has been
 of Economic Affairs: . done and in- respect of Calueque the
v W . : state of the works at the dam, which is “
" (1) Whether work on the Calveque dam . Sitwated far from the SwWA ordel;,,ﬁ?;-

Lo . - Tiw v - 2 T T “"L__"—‘;;—L—H = LA
cannot be determined but there is no
evidence avajlable that real flood or
other damage occurred at the dam;

(3 July 1978 cxcept the Calueque dam
which for the present cannot be pro-
ceeded with, ;



onnalre to workers

e only)

-van -Angola in

. Brassel, Luis ~ 34 7 $m s - .

et onlangs hier did you comc to this farm?

erensie-gesé dat

€ gheld :
5

wee.die rassistiese en fascis-: you ever though of going to work in a city?
itie ‘araktér. van-idie S d-

erheid. -0 'es, why don't you?

xAlmelda moet

Teid wees- op

g vanui Nami-

. Heers, . -engese dat {g‘ egte
_-soms op*di€. grens: met Spid-
Afrlkaanse roepe yoo .

" Angolais B t
leer op'. diev been _ te"bti
‘ten einde’n itival uit Spid-A
vrika te-kan. Weetstaal

‘die ambassadent. - ‘sort of work (if any) would you rather ¢ - cithsx
Die aanwemgheld van
Kubaanse,, :i-mhtere gdw_seurs a farm or somewaors z2lsa?

ttoepe die*moderne wapens
moet - leer;zhanteer -waarmee
“Suid- Afnkaanse apgressie af-
geweer moet. word: Volgens
"De’ Almeida beteken 'dit egter
‘nie .dat~ Angoia n ‘satelliet
van, “Kuba of die Sow;et -Unie
lS nie. .

| Jobs weuzld you like ysur childran to 307

Why?

5. If worker has not kecn to school: Wiy didn't you g

e

If worker bzgan dut did rot complete schooling: why didn't

you finish your schooling?

‘Problems

l.. ‘hat would you most likz to sgze chanjcd in Youlr worliing
tt -

conditions? {(wage, payment in %in ., Twours, aclidavs)

L4

In your living conditicns? (krusing, recroational fucilities)
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CHRISVERMAAK

DIE Kubane het oorlegsbuit
ter waarde van miljoene rande. .
uit Angola verskeep. Dit sluit
duisende motors en vragmo-
tors in wat Portugese vlugte-
linge in verskeie dele van die
land agtergelaat het,

'n Portugese, vlie€nier wat
vandeesweek in Johannesburg
aangedoen het né voltooiing
van 'n viugkontrak in Angola,
4@ die Kubane het die land,

feitlik kaal gestroop,

(Hulle .is  soos kinders,
hulle stel belang in alles wat
‘blink,” sé die vlieemer, wat
naamloos wil bly.

»Duisende verlate. motors
_is uit die hawens van Angola
na Kulia verskeep; vermoede-
lik deel van die oorlogsbuit

wat delir pres. Neto aan Fidel |

‘Castro beloof is. »Bate ‘van

_ diesoldate kom uit armoedige, |

atgeleg dele van Kuba en het
nog nooit agter 'n.motor se
stuur-gesit e,z o

Hy s& \'hy 1s gehuur om
ceste uit die lug' te bespuit,

maar hy’ het omtrent nooit |

fets gedoen me »svan groot

oeste is daar nie veel sprake -
. nie en-die. mboorlmge leef

maar weer soos*altyd van die
gi:ond ‘tot die ymond. Daar’

“is uitgebreide ' hongersnood .
omdat digsoldate — Kubane,

inkluis; — |n;d1e voortgesette‘

- burgerom-logl van die land af

leef,-Baie vah dje inboorlinge
“begrawe kos om ‘aan die lewe
te probeerby. Die Internasio-
nale ‘Rooi. Kruls is oral besxg
met noodlegmgmgsdlenste
Die Kulane breek: feltllk
.alles. af wit-blink; gaar dit
op en stuugdlt huls toe. Daar
‘is min".gebpue in Ludnda en

. elders wat hrog nie deur hulle

gepliindet -is nie, sé. dIe
" vliegnier, § -
. wOngeloflike skade is

reeds aangerig. Krane word
afgebreek en selfs baddens

. en toilétte yord verwyder. Die

herehulse an die verylog Por-
tiigese’ halui is die ergste
getref, D} huise staan' nog,
maar hulk Is soos leg doppe.

* Groot krdte vol kosbare buit

word bynii weekliks na Kuba
verskeep i~ soms ‘saam met
die -lyke l@n soldate wat i
die oorlo;lgesneuwel het

»Selfs die ou Portugese
praalgrafte word nie ontsien
nie. Luanda se Portugese
begraafplaas is 'n woesteny
vat omgekeerde en gebreekie
grafstene en geplunderde
mausoleums Niks word her-

- stel nie.’

Die vlieénier.Sé die bevol-

ANE STROOP:, ALS
'WAT BLINK

king se!f is in ’n bitter stryd
om oorlewing gewikkel. ,,As
'n mens nie in een van die
hotelle tulsgaan nie, is jou

lewe 'n ewigdurende gesoek

na kos.
.Daar is net nie genoeg

kos vir almal nie en soms .
is die toue voor winkels etlike

kilometets lank. Daar is baie
-wat snags voor die paar
bedry\vlge winkels slaap in
n pong om die volgende
dag geholpe te raak En soms
beteken dp t net 'n brood of,
twee.”

Die vlieénier s& dat
Kubaanse soldate nog steeds
in Luanda aankom. Voor sy
vertrek uit Luanda is driehon-
derd Kubaanse soldate na
Zambig gestuur.
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sugar plantations. . ruins of villages arﬁ refu- W .ncom

L Dr Castro’s biggest eXpe” gee Camps. On the third day |t e due to

" ditionary force e Africa — we reached the first refugee each

Number of 95000 troops — has been camp of Recol,
sh| sent to Luanda over three .

Number of - years. There are also 50 000 Unanswerable

‘Cuban civilians and techni- s
cians, 5 000 Russian advis- At each village meetings
" " <ers and another 14 000 help- were called and I was asked
cal ¢ from Eastern Europe to unanswerable questions:
form the spearhedd of com- Why had Britain, America |
" " munist imperialissm Jooming - and the Western democra- |\
oo | over so much of the -conti- cies turned their backs OB
nent. An&ola? Why had Russia
and Cuba been allowed 1o

s of

pidden war have filtered to take over wi_thout chal- -
he outside WOT%. leq[ge'? S

Marxist regime of Presi- e FNLA claims 1o have |

‘dent Agostinho Neto, har- 17 000 men 1 the field. And
assed by guerrilla forces i President Nsﬁo Ta})so has to

women

an
not ermit Western obser- fighters ID southern Angola.
vers to witness the rnilitary ‘and hundreds more are bal-
operations of those who Uing to free Cabinda n the
keep him in pOWeT. ¢ porfh-west. o
go 1 had to enter the With the tide of rebellion
country by the hack door. I swelling and nis econormy il
flew to Kinshasa, “7aire, ruins, Dr Neto can 1oaay
where Dr Holded Roberto, claim allegiance of perhaps
the FNLA president, is per- %éii‘;)“ﬂ})‘?“‘lé’f&gesggt?&i 1?8:‘
i . i s jon of nea .
mitted to maintain U0 But all the major Cities

From there, wi
FNLA platoon, 1 made 2
400-km jqurney in a bat

nist expansion in neighbour-
ing countries.

A camp has heen set up
at Missad de Boma, in
south-eastern Angola,

ca an Zaire are heing
trained o use artillery and
heavy weaponry-



At least 70 000 innocent eivilians
have been kilied since Marxists
backed by Cuba and Russia selz-
ed power in Angola. Children
are being shipped to Havana,
ostensibly for indectrination
but quite possibly to be used as
cheap labour on sugar plan-
tations, says Norman Kirkham,
the first British correspondent
to accompany antl-communist
gueriilas of the FNLA on a
march irto Angola (see map

Officially they are un-
dergoing this forced
etmigration so as to be
educated and in-
doctrinated as good little
communists in Havana.

alarme, Mr Norman, if you
herren der guns. It is the
chasse for viande.”

There were six private
soldiers in the column as
well as Papa Pierre, our

right). Kirkham describes the
fate of those who oppose the
new regime.

AR I

We moved cautiously,
Indian file, through the
rain forest and shoulder-
high elephant grass. It
was one of those limpid
African mornings, silent
with heat, which
overwhelm one with a
sense of peacefulness.

Nevertheless, scouts
had been sent on ahead of
us; there was danger even
here. And then, as if to
confirm it, we saw a MiG
fighter-bomber flashing
siiver against the sun high
overhead. 1t looked inno-
cent enough.

But up there at the
MiG’s controls, scanning
the bush below through
his cockpit canopy, was a
Cuban pilot. How many
helipless refugees had he
strafed, I wondered. How
many villages had he
napalmed?

Not far away, across a
range of hilis shimmering
in the heat, there were
more Cubans, I knew. And

" Russian tanks..

Cruel

We were in the
heartlands of Northern’
Angola, deep in the bush.
My companions were 20
guerrilheiros of the
Frente Nacional de Liber-
tacao de Angola. In the
eves of the Marxist
Government at Luanda
and of its supporters in
Moscow and Havana,
these men were terrorists;
in their own, they were
members of the FNLA
army fighting to rid this
vast, primitive land of a
cruel! and foreign-
dominated dictatorship.

What I had already seen
in the course of my ar-
duous trek with the
guerrilheiros tended to
confirm their own image
of themselves. There was
ample evidence that

Cuban-ied Government

troops had resorted and.

were still resorting to ap-
palling repression of the
Northern Angolans. From

anic-stricken villagers I

ad learnt of dawn
massacres, the machine-
gunning of unarmed
civilians, of pillage, rape
and indiscriminate
napalm attacks.

At least 70 000 men,
women and children have
been killed so far (a figure
which may even be an un-
derestimate, according to
observers in London). En-
tire communities have
been wiped out

Literally hundreds of
villages across Northern
Angola have been at-
tacked, most of them over
the past six months, in an
offensive to drive out the
anti-Government guerillas
and their supporters.

The same merciless tac-
tics have been used
repeatedly to crush
selected targets, with Rus-
sian T-52 tanks and ar-
moured cars manned by
Cubans, surrounding
villages at first light and
then unleashing a hail of
machine-gun, .nrortar and
bazooka fire.

Sometimes the villagers
are rounded up and taken
to prison. Often those who
do not escape are simply
mown down outside their
homes. Women and young
girls are raped. Huts are
stripped of furniture and
valuables. Churches are
demolished and Bibles
burned.

While I was inside
Angola I learned of a new
horror: an edict had been
proclaimed by the
military authorities in
Luanda that children aged
between 10 and 17 from
“rebel” villages should be
evacuated to Cuba.

But their bewildered
parents believe the real
reason is that they are to
be used as cheap labour on
Cuba’s sugar plantations.

A contemporary version
of the slave trade? The
irony would be staggering
if these poor people turn-
ed out to be right. And the
extent of Cuban influence
in Angola today suggests
that their suspicions may
not be ill-founded.

Dr Castro’s biggest ex-
peditionary force in
Africa, 25 000 troops, has
been flown and shipped
from Havana to Luanda
over the past three years.
With them have come 50
000 Cuban civilians and
technicians, 5 000 Russian
advisers and another
14 000 helpers from
Eastern Europe to form
the spearhead of com-
munist imperialism loom-
ing over so much of the
continent.

Power

Few details of Angola’s
hidden war have filtered
to the outside world. The
Marxist regime of Presi-
dent Agostinho Neto,
which is threatened by
separate guerilla forces in
both the North and South
does not permit Western
observers or journalists
to witness the military
operations of those who
keep him in power.

So I had entered the
country by the back door,
slipping across the border
from Zaire, then moving
south to meet refugees in
the Madimba region.

My mission was first
suggested several months
ago at an interview in a
Maida Vale flat with Mr
Daniel Chipenda , General
Secretary of the FNLA,
and confirmed with
another envoy who in-
troduced himself as Mr
Pedro over coffee in the
lounge of the Great
Northern Hotel, Kings
Cross, a popular meeting
place for commercial
travellers.

In Kinshasa Dr Holden

Roberto, President of the
FNLA, is permitted to
maintain his unofficial

headquarters, although
the guerilla activities
there are always kept dis-
creet, hidden from the
public gaze. His villa is
protected by high walls
and steel gates in a hilltop
suburb of the city; it was

. from this compound that

our party set off under
cover of darkness, wear-
ing civilian clothes.

In a battered open
truck, a 12-ton Nissan with
leaking radiator and bare
tyres, we headed south
taking the main route to
the old Congo trading port
of Matadi, then turning off
along a red dirt track
towards the Angolan
border.

Later, we crossed the
border in single file, tak-
ing a path along an open
hillside. After travelling a

few miles we picked our

way into a copse which
screened half-a-dozen
grass huts: the FNLA com-
mand post for the Zaire
Province. Here the pla-
toon was kitted out with a
motley collection of hard-
worn combat uniforms
and armed with equally
varied weapons —
Russian, American and
Belgian carbines and an
Israeli Uzi machine pistol.
Some of the younger
soldiers were in rags, and
the bearer boys had no
boots.

Commandante Man-
zanza Ranca, 33, who leads
a guerilla battalion and
first fought to free Angola
from the colonial yoke of
Portugal 14 years ago, ex-
plained that his men

relied on captured guns

and equipment. Each rifle .

had come from a dead
soldier. The implication
was clear: no prisoners
are taken, no quarter
given in the battle for
Angola.

A team of veteran bush
fighters had been careful-
Iy chosen to protect me.
Apart from Commandante
Ranca, the other leading
members of our platcon
were Commandantes An-
tonio Matutuka, Domingos
Sozinho and Alfonso Pin-
to. :

Ranca padded along in
his rubber plimsolls a few
yards in front of me
throughout our journey,
carrying his Belgian
automatic stung like a
club across one shoulder,
the pockets of his fatigues
jingling with cartridges.
He had been involved in
an ugly clash with the
Cubans a few days
previously and it was plain
he was anxious to avoid
more trouble while the
VIP white man was
around.

Matutuka, at 47 a
somewhat fatherly figure,
was always impeccable in
olive green with high
leather boots and forage
cap, spoiling the effect
rather by carrying a noisy
transistor radio. He sur-
prised me by reading long
passages from the New
Testament in French as
we sat round the campfire
at night.

Sozinho wore a Belgian
paratrooper’s heret and
carried an anti-tank
launcher, while Pinto, a
comparative youngster of

, 32, affected a rakish

leopard. camouflage un-
iform and spent much
time fondling a hand
grenade. .

The guerillas would
chat to each other in

4 African dialeet and often

spoke Portuguese and
French as well. But they
knew no English so I was
accompanied by an in-

‘terpreter, Political Com-

missar Paulo Moniz. He
had a tendency to confuse
his languages in moments

_of excitement, with amus-
ing resuits: “Do not be

kindly general factotum,
who led a group of bearer
boys, marching with food
stores, pots and pans piled
on their heads in
traditional safari fashion. -

We made camp that
first night on a wooded
hilltop overlooking the
Cuban garrison of San
Salvador, and Papa Pierre
inflated an airbed for me
under the remnants of a
straw-covered shelter (the
air, needless to say, ieaked
away «quickly depositing
me on the rock-hard earth
and reminding me, as if I
should forget, that the
days ahead heid little in
the way of comfort for us.

Above our camp site,
MiG 17s and 21s shot
across the sky and we
couid hear Cuban troops
moving along the nearby
roads in armoured cars
and jeeps. Yet we were
comparatively safe. Our
enemy could never hope
to control the limitless
bush and was reluctant to
venture regularly far off
the beaten track. The hills
and forests were the do-
main of the guerillas and
their friends, and here
our platoon could move
freely so long as strict
precautions were taken.

An estimated one
million refugees have fied
from villages and towns to
shelter in the northern
bush areas, and as we con-
tinued our journey south,
we found several of them
lying wounded or ill along
our path.

One woman nursing an
injured leg told me she
lost her family but had
herself managed to escape
when a coiumn of 6 000
refugees had been am-
bushed by Cubans dnd
African troops near San
Salvador. The column,
skirted a roadway when
the trap was sprung. A
helicopter gunship had
strafed the fleeing
civilians, killing 125.

On our second day we
began to pass through the
blackened ruins of
villages and refugee en-
campments. Larger
settlements near San
Salvador seemed to have,.
escaped damage, and. I
noticed that some of the
shanties along the
roadway were decorated
with red and black posters
peoclaiming the Neto
Government — apparent-
ly an attempted insurance
against Cuban
depredations.

At Melonga we left the
road again and spent a
miserable , shivering
night on a river bank

S e ——t—
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teeming with mosquitoes.
But at last we were near
the main refugee villages
which were our goal. 1
don’t know how far we
could have gone on the
next day: 1 was parched
with thirst, foctsore,
numb with the accum-
ulated fatigue of the past
few days. And then quite
suddenly we emerged
from a copse of towering
silver gum trees to find
the scattered grass huts of
our first refugee camp,
Recou.

In a way, 1 soon dis-
covered at Recou, the
refugees in this part of
Angola were not too badly
off. The forest is
generous. It provides the
materials for their tem-
porary homes. Food is not
scarce. QOutside the
doorway of my hut at
Recou, chickens scratched
in the brown dirt while
young girls squattzd
pounding maize with
heavy poles; and on the
straw roofs, carcases of

oung antelopes were dry-
ng in the sun. Soon there
was a procession of gifts
for me: half a dozen eggs,

a bowl of bananas, a buf- -

falo steak.

In each village as we
moved on from one to
another, a meeting was
called to greet me and I
was asked unanswerable
gquestions. Why had
Britain, America and the
Western democracies
turned their backs on
Angola? Why had Russia

“and Cuba been allowed to
take over without
challenge? I could think of
no ready replies. I could
only promise to do what I
could to make known the
plight of their people.

Refugees travelled
miles from 'areas laid-

heel to:see-me; They told-

.provinces:.of - Zaire -and
- Uige during the previous-

‘8ix: months-and of several -
previolus purges. The. |
worst“Hit' districts, they. |
+said; were Vamba, Bembe, .|

P

Nsanga, -Ntoni ‘Kikila,
-Casilia,. ‘Bessa, ” Monteira,
uridg,: <. Nkoko,
dmariseride, Sanaga ... a
oll-call

‘" Maria . Madalena, " aged
2, from’:Sangui:. “I. was
:one.of.a handful:of people
~Yo.survive ‘out of a ¢om-
“munity of 70051 have five
schildren. They were taken
“away: and: killed: and my.
;husband . has.: dis<

it

a——

appeared.”

Antonio Tusadila, 50,
from Nova Caipemba:
*“Cuban, Russian and
African troops were
knocking on doors looking
for anyone who supported
the FNLA. We tried to get
t0 the bush They followed,
shooting, and about 40
people were Kkilled. The
African said that anyone
wiEh money would be shot

Diowadu Lundu, 25.
from Nsunga, Ambrizete:
“The troops came to the
village at 6 am when the
people were still asleep
and simply opened fire.
Then they burned down
the huts. About 50 people,
children and old women
among them, were kilied.
Several hundred more
villages in the Amrizete
area have been raided as
well ...”

Feleciana Talanga, 55,
from Senge: “The troops
came and set fire to our
homes driving _us out to
the forest. Then a
helicopter began
shooting, killing and
wounding, We have lost
everything ..."”

Precautions

Throughout the trek
our piatoon had taken
_elaborate precautions to
stay in areas of maximum
cover and to escape detec-
tion by patrols of .govern-
ment troops. It seemed
painfullﬁ obvious to me
that the ill-equipped
FNLA was no match for
stand-up trials of strength
against Soviet tanks.
MIGs, ““Stalin Organ"
rocket launchers and mis-
siles. Instead their tactics
must always remain those
of the ambush, the booby

trap and the road mine.

They claim to have 17
000 men in the field. Presi-
dent Neto’s forces also
have to contend with the 7
000 strong guerilia army
of the Uniao Nacional da
Independencia Total de
Angola (UNITA) in
Southern Angola, while
hundreds more are
fighting to free the
Cabinda Province in the
Norh West.

With the tide of
rebellion swelling and his
economy in ruins, Dr Neto
can today claim allegiance
of perhaps 2.5 million of a
population totalling near-
ly six million when he took
power three years ago.
Hundreds of thousands
have fled to exile.

It is true, too, that
despite their lack of
sophisticated weapons,
the guerrillas in the North
have succeeded in sever-
ing the vital Bengueia rail
link and now menace most
country roads so that they
are used only by armed
convoys. Yet all the major
cities and towns remain in
the firm grip of Cuba and
Russia and such is the
Kremlin's confidence that
the territory is being
developed as a base for
Communist expansion in
neighbouring countries. A
camp has been set up in
Missao de Boma, South
Eastern Angola, where 25
000 Africans from
Rhodesia, South West
Africa and the Shaba
Province of Zaire are be-
ing trained in use of ar-
tillery and heavy
equipment.

What, then, are the
prospects in the struggle
for Angola? Dr Roberto,
the FNLA's veteran 54-

year-old leader, has

powerful friends in Africa,

and not only in Zaire. The

South Africans and some

of the French African’
territories are aiso

thought to be sym-

pathetic. He still gives an

mmpression of confidence

in final victory, quarelling

bitterly with the supine

acceptance by America’
antd Britain of the Com-

munist takeover.

When [ met him in hig
Kinshasa villa, he was
relaxing in a bright floral
shirt and slacks, and as
always hidingI behind dark
glasses which give him a
slightly sinister
appearance. Although the
roem was expensively fur-
nished and decorated with
a large pair of intricately
carved elephant tusks, he
sat on a sofa with thread-
bare armrests, reminding
me that his organisation is
short of money, deprived
now of amrle funds once
made available by the
American Central
Intelligenice Agency.

Bitterness

He immediately launch-
ed into a swinging attack
on America. Andrew
Young, President Carter's
UN ambassador and
special adviser on Africa,
who had described Cuba
as 2 stabising influence in
Angola, was behaving like
a crypto-Communist, a
fellow traveller, he said.
Washington’s reaction to
the oppression of Russia
and Cuba could be com-
pared with Mr
Chamberiain’s policy of
appeasement at Munich.

Whatever Roberto’s
hopes about Western in-
volvement, however, the
truth is that the only real
hope for the guerrillas is
to turn Angola into
Russia’s Vietnam” forcing
an eventual withdrawal by
Cubans, who have shown
little stomach for the
fight. Dr Castro has been
compelled by the Kremlin
to commit his large forees
and he has had to conceal
a heavy cost in lives and
wounded to avoid a hostile

ublic reaction at home.

etween 7 000 and 8 000
Cubans are believed. to
have been killed over the
three years of fighting.
Several thousands more
have been flown out to
hospital in Russia and
Eastern Europe instead of
being returned to Havana
to spread discontent.

of villages. bombarded: by -
Cubans’.and:African’

‘of .misery and |




THE pro-Western Angolan guerilla group Unita is still carrying on its
struggle against the Marxist MPLA Government and its Cuban allies.
TONY HODGES, who reported on the Angolan civil war two years

_ago, interviews Unita’s Deputy Foreign Minister in Paris.

'Diamonds pay for our
arms, Angolan

THE National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola (Unita), which took to the bush after its
~ defeat in the Angolan civil war two years ago, says
it is buying large quantities of arms by selling
illicitly-mined diamonds on the world market.

" «We are digging  diamonds” John Kakumba, Unita's
Deputy Foreign Minister, told me in Paris. “We are selling ? LUANDA
diamonds and buying weapons from all over the world, in- ) ® Dongio
including Russia. To buy weapons these days is the easiest

. thing in the world.”

Last year Unita proved that it was still a live force when
its guerillas seized the town of
villages in south-east Angola along
botdering South African ruled South West Africa (Namibia).
Unita held Cuangar for several weeks before the town was
-strong force of Cuban and Angloan
Government troops on October 9.

reoccupied by a 1000

Unita’s main traditionat
areas of support have been
in the extreme south of
Angola, along the Kavango
and Cunene rivers, both of
which border SWA, and in
the densely-popuiated
Central Highlands provinces
of Bie and Huambo, the
country’s key food-growing

regions which are inhabited -

by Ovimbundu tribes.

Out of fear

The Ovimbundu continue
to give Unita guerillas
significant support, partly
out of fear that the ruling

. Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola
{MPLA) is dominated by
mixed blood mesticos and
the Kimbundu-speaking
Africans who live in the
capital, Luanda, and its sur-
rounding provinces.

The problem of these con-
tinuing ethnic loyalties was
noted by Angolan President
‘Agostinho Neto in a speech
in Bie in February. “We
believe there is tribalism
still,” he said. “It exists and
we can feel it here. We have
to recognisesthat tribalism
exists.”

b arsR ¥

Cuangar and a string of
the Kavango River

The Unita-led insurgency,
along with-smaller guerilla
campaigns led by other anti-
MPLA groups, has forced
the Luanda Government to
keep thousands of Cuban
troops in the country, while
raising its own troop
strength to an estimated
50 000..

Describing Unita’s
guerilla tactics, Kakumba
said that “we don't stay in
any one area. We scatter to
keep the enemy busy.
Sometimes they carry out
big offensives for nothing.”
He claimed that Unita had
planes and was able fo supp-
ly its guerillas by air.

According to Unita, its
president, Dr Jonas Savimbi,
is personally - commanding
the guerilias on its “southern
front’’, while Samuel
Chiwale, the commander-in-
chief of Unita’s Armed
Forces for the Liberation of
Angola (FALA), is leading
the guerillas on the “western
front™.

Last May, Unita adopted
the goal of créating a “Black
African Socialist Republic of
Angola south of the llth
paraliel, from Novo
Redondo on the Atlantic to

[EERXNENTY)

Atiantic l l?\lovo Redondo
Benguela i

Lobito
-

Nova Lisboa
[

l. Porto
Alexandre

Namibia

lhl (SWAfrica)

Luau on the Zaire border,
taking in the whole length of
the strategic Benguela
Railway.

Not yet ripe

Kakumba said that the
conditions were not yet ripe
for the declaration of such a
State. However, he was at
pains to deny that the idea
smacked of secessionism.

Kakumba  also denied
that Unita had .abandoned
its old civil war slogan of a
“government of national un-
ity”, involving the MPLA,
the FNLA (National Front
forthe Liberation of Angola)
and Unita in a ¢oalition ad-
ministration. Unita never
had the intention of destrov-
ing the MPLA, he said,
“bhut the presence of the
Cubans is unnegotiable.”

However, he did not think
that Neto could be part of
such a government, and
several other key MPLA
leaders would have to go.

) Sxsm—

.
Cassinga

® uso

Gaco e
Coutinho

But he thought that Unita
could come to terms with the
present Prime Minister,
Lopo do Nascimento, and
the Justice Minister,
Diogenes Boavida.

Kakumba went on to
claim that the Soviet Union,
which is providing major
military and economic sup-
port to the MPLA regime,

_has for some time favoured a

peace settlement between the
MPLA and Unita. He
claimed that the USSR
backed Nito Alves, an
MPLA leader who staged an
unsuccessful coup in Luanda
on May 27 last year, on the
understanding that he would
come to terms with Savimbi,

“The Soviet Union
thought that Neto was no
longer popular and could no
longer leader léad Angola,”
he said, “because of his
dogmatism which does not
agree with the African
philosophy. Se the Soviet

Union thought it better to

replace him,™

‘de
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base in Ang
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) . RUSSIA has set up a
(b} melk: | training-camp in Angola :
- for 25000 Africas terror-
' ists ‘who will form armies; (r—
to .attack - Rhodesia, - Zaire’
- and South West. Africa 1 i
~ Teams of Soviet and Cy-
ban -advisers have moved
“into Miss_ao_‘dg,-.,Boma, in :
south-eastern Angola, to
. : instruct-th'e-men in the uge
{c} ndar of " field-guns, surface-to.
air knt%i?sijgs h Stalin .organ
. Yocket launchers and'other
(d) Hainlg ‘heavy equipment, .

T Thepupﬁéarernmﬁﬁé
pantall o Mr Joshua Nkorig’s
 faction of the Zimbabwe

African People’s Union
(ZAPU), from Rhodesia,
the "‘South West ‘African
People’s Organisation
- (Swapo) and units -of -the
‘1| Katangese rebels who :af-
-tacked. the Shaha province
| in Zaire last year,
ARDIL The presence of the Ka-
tangese confirms the fears. i
of ‘President Mobutuy of
Zaire, who' has protested”
that -continuing unrest in: [
vy Shaba is being encouraged ' ||
“** | by Russians and Cubans in
Angola. k .

Reinforcements ~of
troops"from’ Zaife have
Watorl moved 1o Shaba recently.
to deal with border raids: [
Koste - 'Ilearnt of the existence”
o of - the training camp dur: :
ing " a-50 km “trek through
(f) EKlare the fore nd:hill country
Angola with a
Tillas from Dr
J's. Nation:

p terror
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Koste agn hoer:

(i) ontspanningsgeri-~we wverskafs

Roste aan hosr {daarlike

(J) Gesondkeidsdiensta:

Jaarlikase koste aan boer

{3) Totale mediesc koste

Ve

van:  doktersrekeninge hetaal
medisyne
vervoer na en van geviewe

ander

(k) Pensicenbydrae deur boer {jaarliks)

(1) Versekeringsbydrae Jdeuy
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~«7 The Argus Political Staff

THE United States denies that 1ts aircraft
took arms to Angola durmcr the civil war —

' contradlctmg South Afrlca s Minister of
[ Defence, Mr Pw Botha.
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¥ No arims

A short statement by the
¥ American Embassy yester-
'Q day said: “The Unifed States

provided no arms to South
African forces in Angola or
ol -anywhere else. No United

° States aircraft delivered

‘| arms in Angola.”
Replying to the statement
‘ ‘Mr, Botha reiterated that he

" had personally been at -the
base which was under South
African control and had

| watched the unloading
operations in the presence of

j . senior officers-and civilians.

i The planes, of which there
had been *a-few that day,”

- had been ~American trans-

 porters byt Mr. Botha said
he had-.not’ -noted their

registration- numbers, :

“Those'in charge of the
operation “knew that we —
the South African forces —
were there,” he said.

“l have witnesses who
were on the spot with me.
The equipment was a large
quantity  of American
automatic weapons and am-
munition and the operation
was under the control of the
American security people at
the base.” -

Distribute

Mr. Betha pointedly
emphasised that when he
made his statement in Parlia-
ment he had not said that the
arms were for South Africa.

d3ng
ISaeAl24\

"
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“We ‘were requested to
distributé the arms to t_he
FNLA and Unita.” he said.

“An official history of the
Angolan campaign is being
prepared-in which all these
details will- be reflected.

“I may give more details
after 1 have: refreshed my
memary "
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in Angola

. Political Staff ;
CAPE TOWN — The US:
involvement in the Ango-
lan civil war may have,
bheen @n undercover opera-;
tion by the CIA or spmey

_.other security front orga-g
nisation. '

This emerged {from
inquiries yesterday folluw-|
ing a denial by the US)
Embassy in Cape Town of}
the statement in Parlia-
ment by the Minister of}
Defence, Mr P W Botha,,
that US aircraft had deli-

| vered arms to South Afri-]
can-held bases in Angola.

. In spite of the denial,
Mr Botha stood by his:
statement, He also cons
firmed that the weapons-
delivered were American
and that South Africa had
been asked to distribute

~them to anti-communist

_forces, ‘

| “The men in charge of

|-.the. unlpading operations

‘werer undoubtedly Ameri-

|- can security people,” said

1 Mr Botha, who refused to

1 he:drawn on which or
xyhatgage:;cy they belonged

A .

- But Sources sugegésted-
that“My Botha would not.
reveal who the armslifters-
were in order to protect,

"them — particularly if-
they had bheen from the’
CIA or some other intel-.
ligence organisation. -
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CAPE TOWN — America has denied Mr P. W. Botha’s allegation

that US aircraft _deliv'ered' arms to a Sout

Angola.

On the Minister of
Defence's claim that
South Africa crossed into
Angola with America's
knowledge and en-
couragement, the State
Department said in
Washington: “The deci-
sion of the South African
Government to intervene
in Angola was made un-
ilaterally by that Govern-
. ment in what was con-
sidered its own interest.”

The State Department
spokesman, Mr T. Reston,

said: “The United States.

proyvidéd no arms to South
Africa’s foreces in Angola
or elsewhere. No
American Government
ajréraft delivered arms to
any recipients in Angola,
by which I mean no air-
craft landed in Angola.”
But yesterday Mr Botha
stood by his statement to

Parliament that he had
been present personally
when the arms were off-
loaded for-distribution to
the FNLA and Unita
forces.

From inquiries yester-
day, it emerged that the
American involvement in
the Angolan Civil War

may have been an under-

cover operation by the
CIA or some other securi-
ty front organisation.

Mr Botha went even
further yesterday by con-
firming that the weapons
delivered were American,
that South Africa had
been asked to distribute
them to anti-communist
forces and that certain
Western allies had been
kept in the picture.

“The men in charge of

the unloading operations
were undoqbtegl\y

American security
people,” said Mr Botha,
who refused to be drawn
out on which or what
agency they belonged to.

Mr Botha said he watch-
ed the unloading
operations in the presence
of senior officers and

-civilians.

The planes were
American transporters,
but he did not note their
registration numbers.

“Those in charge of the
operation knew we were
there,” Mr Botha said.
“They requested us to dis-
tribute the equipment.

“The equipment was a
large gquantity of
American automatic
weapons and ammunition
and the operation was un-
der the control of
American security people
on the base.”

h African-held base in

Mr Botha emphasised
that when he made his
statement in Parliament,
he had not said the arms
were for South Africa.

“We were requested to
distribute the-arms to the
FNLA and Unita,”” Mr
Botha said. “An official
history of the Angolan
campaign is_ being
prepared in which all
these details will be
reflected.”

Pressed further Mr
Botha said: “l may give
more details after I have
refreshed my memory.”

Meanwhile, in Moscow,
Kremlin chief Leonid
Brezhnev pledged yester-
day to continue all-out
support for Angola —
which in the Kremlin's
vocabulary @ covers
military aid.— PC-SAPA-
RNS. _
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° .mumwm%cﬁ@ drop ° Arms captured  ° C; sualties mmg °UN conce:

o : : The Star's Africa News Service

South Airican ground and ajr
forces are believed to have
knocked out a number of Swapo
terrorist bases yesterday in
their biggest attack into Angola
since they entered the civil war
there in 1975.

Details of the lightning strike, which
penetrated as deep as the iron-mining town
of Cassinga, 250 km inside Angola, are still
shrouded in defence secrecy,

South African casualties, both killed and
wounded, are understood to be :wuﬂ_noﬁuﬂ.mn
: . with fairly heavy casualties for Swapo. No details
MAJOR-GENERAL J J GELDENHUYS of the South African casualties are heing re-
] leased until next-of-kin have been informed.

The strike, which the Angolan news agency,
Angop, said was made by paratroops, has
caused consternation in the United Nations and
Western diplomatic quarters and-has put the cur-
rent diplomatic effort to settle the SWA/Namibia
Eamﬁmsmmunﬁ issue into balance at itg most criti-
‘ cal moment, :

The militant external
moH‘HM@H- . wing of Swaps led by Mr
Sam Nujoma and his Wes.

tern supporters arve vi H

violations 5 BEroen i
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. ? The South Afrjcan
.H@ mﬁﬁaﬂ.._ﬁw forces are helieved to

have captured a large

Colleen Hendriks quantity of arms and aiso
wapo

The Star’s Africa News Mw%mhmzﬁwogmﬁ Swap
Service Yesterday's strike

WINDHOEK —  Several marked the end of South

terrorist bases were ‘pauoon Government and
mopped up” when the ponesa] SWA/Namibia

A — B wo%nw %mn.wmmn . mmmmnﬂ.ﬂw patience after escalating
orce Siru acro
A map showing Ruacana, where terrorists attacked ** border into Angola yester. wapo altacks across the

] A . i inated
ydro-electric installations on Wednesday, and day, the General Officer wuonm_mm wﬂuﬂ“wmﬁmﬂpﬂuwuw%w
Cassinga, which South African air and ground forces Commanding South West . 's Up il

: : " the Ruacan:
- General J J Geldenhuys, the. border of north-wes-
5210 in Windhoek. “itern SWA/Namibia,
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African Ministeir of De-
fence, Mr.p W Botha,
Tevealed details of Where
terrorists bases were hit,
the number of South Afri-
can’ {rogps: involved angd

e numiber of casyalties
on gither side. :

PRECAUTIONS

“The action ‘was laun-

ed against the terorists
only and. striet  preeay.
tions wel'e: tdken fo en-
Sure that the local popula-
tion ang - Angolan troops
did not become invelved,”

e said,

Major General Geldep.
huys- cited incidents which

led to yesterday's strike:

® The assassination of
the Ovambo * Minister of

Health, Mir Toivo, Shiya-
gaya. :

® The abduction of 119
Schoolchildren from &t
Mary’s-Mis_sion at Odibo,

Ovarmbao,

® The assassination of
the Herero Chief, and
President - of * the - Demp-
cratic ' Turnhalle Alliance,
Mr Clemens' Kaptiig,

® The recent attempt
on the life of the Ovambo
Minister of Justice, Mpr

' Tarah Imbili.

@* The' ‘hijacking of g
bus with ahout 80 people
ahoard -acrgss the Border
10 Angola, . Loy

aj0F-Gereral;, -
or the South

Supply rouie _
‘The Soutp. African
forces are believed tg

have struck at Swapo for- .
ward- bases in _that- region .
and-at maip: bases further-

inside Angola,

he }'roq. If;iningj town .
. of Casginga lies just east

of the former town of Sa

da Bandeira, the major |

town of Southern Angola
which is linked by rail to
the port of Mocamedes —
believed to pe the main

SUpply route for Swapo as.
- well*as Cuban and MPLA

forees combating  Unity
Tebels in thig region,

_ Defénce Headquarters
I Pretoria today denmied
Angolan claims that South
African forces had hit the
town and a refugee camp
at Cornieo,

A spokesmagp said

acumentary proof wonjd
be released in dye Lourse

showing. that terrorist,

bases had heen the target,

. It is understood the ep.
tire operation was filmed
and  photographed . to

prove that civiliahr faigets -

Were not attacked,

Cassinga lies in open, -

rolling, hot countryside
and' the town that hag
Erown around -the mine,

with its equipment provi-

sion facilities, wag be-
To Page 3, Col 3
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By GERALD REILLY

THE South African Army and the
South African Air Force in a

combined operation moved

info

southern Angola early on Thursday
morning and destroyed Swapo's

headquarters

base

codenamed

"Moscow' and other bases.

Five South African soldiers were kill-
ed in the operation which lasted from
dawn to shortly before the Minister of
Defence, Mr P W Botha, announced the
operation on television news late on

Thursday night.

An undisclosed number of South African
soldiers were wounded in the operation,

Talks

o0 On,
SayS
Swapo

By REIC: —. 7 WAL LaR
NEW YJn¥. — The show-
down 1ialks i1n i »w York
between the West -and
Swapo go ahead on sche-
dule, Swapo’s president,
Mr Sam Nujoma, announ-
ced yesterday. :

But he made it clear
that Swapo’s demands for
concessions would stiffen
at the meeting, which has
been set against ap emer-
gency UN Security Council
meeting in the wake of

_ the ‘South African raid on

axo

Angola.

“Swapo will continue
with the discussions,” Mr
Nujoma said.

The raid, however, had
proved to the world the
validity of his concerns, he
said.

Mr Nujoma said he
would press on three key
points — the status of
Walvis Bay, further curhs
on the 1 500 residue of SA
troops to stay on through
transition, and a more
clearly defined paramount
role for the UUN.

He indicated he would
press particularly hard on
his demand that the 1500
troops must be held to the
south — he has proposed
Karasburg — instead of
at Grootfontein and Oshi-
vello, as agreed between
the West and South Africa.

Angola quickly signalled
that it wanted the Secur-
ity Council meeting, and
both its Ambassador, Mr
Elisio de Figueiredo, and
Mr Nujoma held talks with
the YN Secretary-General,
Dr Kurt Waldheim.

The raid sent the UN
into a flurry of action with
groups meeting from late
on Thursday night and
generating a steady stream
of anxious and angry sta-
tements.

Dr Waldheim quickly is-
sued a statement stressing
grave concern and warn-
ing that the attack could
have an adverse effect on
the current negotiations.

Mr Nujoma denounced
the Angola attack as a
“barbaric act” and claithed
that Swapo refugee camps
had heen hombed. “One
was “definitely bombed by
South African mirage jets,”
he said.

rﬁraollho& P

The scldiers killed were
Corporal Herbert Charles
Truebody, 19, of Rauten-
bach Street, Windhoek;
Corporal Terence Michael
Bridgeman, 19, of Mara
Mansions, Neethling
Street, Benoni; Rifleman
Jacob Conrad de Waal, 24,
of Univin Street, Weavind
Park, Pretoria; Rifleman
Edward James Backhouse,
22, of O’Reilly Road, Berea,
Johannesburg; Rifleman
Martin Kaplan, 25, of Mar-
loph Street, Nelspruit.

Moscow, the major base
attacked, was Swapo’s
headquarters from which
all terrorist operations
were planned. It was also
Vie  wigenifeliod’s wain
training base.

At a Press conference
at .Defence Headquarters
in Pretoria last pight, the
Chief of Staff Qperafions,
Lieutenant-General Jack
Dutfon, said the operation
had been a total suecess.

The South African for-
ces achieved complete sur-
prise,

An undisclosed number
of prisoners were faken
and large amounts of
eguipment, weapons and
ammunition were captur-
ed,

Swapo forces resisted.
No Cuban or MPLA forces
were encountered.

Gen Dutton said the
level of border violations
and incursions by terror-
ist forces was now ex-
pected to drop sharply.

The bhases attacked were
well-equipped and well-de-
fended with prepfred earth-
worth around the perime-
ters.

Weapons captured in-
cluded machineguns, heavy
anti-aireraft machineguns,
mortars and recoilless rifles,
A large number of the
standard Russian AK.47
automatic rifles were also
taken,

Documents which still
have to he evaluated were
also seized.

Black and white South
West African soldiers took
pa;‘(lt in the operation, he
said.

Gen Dutton said the suc.
cess of the operation “is
clear from the fact that
only five South African
soldiers were lost™.

Asgked how many casual-
ties were suffered by
Swapo, he said the num-
ber was “incomparable”
with that of South African
casualties.

The major aim of the
operation was to disrupt
the Swapo terrerist capa-
bility, not te kill Swapo
personnel, he said.

At the main base mili-
tary-type - vehicles were
“everywhere in evidence”,
Communist posters and
propaganda sheets ag well
as many pictures of the
Swapo leader, Mr Sam Nu-
Jjoma, were found, L

All South African forces

-

n aerial picture of “Moscow”, Swapo's main base in southerry Angbla which was heavily damaged by South African forc.

dawn-to-dusk attack on Thursday, The white lines indicate earthwofks and show the camp was a well-protected militar.

e

oy e

Some of the weapons captured in

Thursday's operation in Angola. They

include machine guns and recoilless rifles, Mortars were also captured.

Swapo willing te swop

Own Correspondent

LUSAKA. — Swapo is pre-
pared to exchange the cap-
tured South African sol-
dier, Sapper Johann van
der Mescht for “Nami-
bians” held by the South
African authorities, Swapo
secretary of information
and publicity, Mr _Peter
Katjavivi, said in Lusaka
yesterday.

He was commenting on
an appeal for the soldier’s
rélease 'by his wife, Mrs
Cheryl van der Mescht.

M cn s e I mms odven M rvrn el

ment,

Otherwise he vould con-
tinue to be held as a pri-
soner of war, he said.

If the South African Go-
vernment turned down the

. prisoper exchange, the
captured soldier would on-
ly be released when Nami-
bia became independent,
Mr Katjavivi said.

Sapper Van der Mescht’s
young wife, Cheryl, 17, was
heartened at yesterday’s
news that Swapo was pfé-

pared to negotiate with
the South  Afrinan Crsroves

rents, she said:

“'ll be very happy if
the Government does make
an exchange. Johann has
served his counfry and
they should wnow -help
him.” )

Mrs Van der Mescht has

not heard from her hus-

band since his capture but
she has written to Swapo
president, Mr Sam Nujo-
ma, appealing for his re-
lease.

Cheryl’s father, Mr Wil-’

fred Ford, of Boksburg,
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_,Swapc.) forces -~ has

TS SEE )

| >>From age1

The Minister of: Defence,
Mr P W Botha, announced

‘in Cape Town last night

that South African forces

* had crossed into southern

Angola - in a limited mili-
tary operation
Swapo terrorists,

He said: “As a result of
the ominous buildup of.
Swapo forces in seuthern
Angola -and the extersive

campaign of iptimidatijon -

of the local inhabitants
and ‘the. murder of politic-

al leaders in South West

Africa, as well as the
large number of horder

- violations during the past

few weeks, -a limited mili-
tary operation against

lieved to lhave heen made:
-a primary Swapo-base.

against -

been -

SA troops strike

carried out over the bor
der.

“The llnnted “operation |
was ' embarked on after

large numbers of heavily
armed Swapo . terrorists
recently crossed the bor-
der, attacked our forces
in Ovambo and fled baek
to safety in Angola.

“The Ruacana power
station was also fired on
and the huildings exten
sively damaged

In’ reply to inquiries,

Defence Headguarters to- |

day denied Angolan claims
that South African forces
had hit a muung town and
refugee camp in southern
Angela.

A spokesman ‘said docu-
mmentary proof would be
released in due course
showing that  terrorist
bases had heen the target.
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The Freneh ambassador,

cil proceedings,  which
My Jacques Leprette, said

began on Friday night in

UNITED NATIOMS, —
The Security Council on

Saturday unsnimously response to  Angola’s  his government could not

condemned the South Af- charge that South Africa  excuse those who violated

: rican miiltary ancursion  committed apggression  the {erritery of a sovereign
A inte Angola. arninst it. siate,

The US, Britain, France, Explaining Canada’s The texi of the Securitly

Wost Germany and Cana-  Vote, ifs ambassador, Mr  Council resolution con-

William Barton, said SA's
actions, at a time when
restraint was particularly
necessary, could only have

demning SA said in part:
The Security Council:

@ Strongly condemns this

latest armed invasion por-

da ioined the non-aligned
S and cominunist states in
: support of the censure,

The resolution also plac-

; ed $A on notice that a re. oo URSSHNNG effett OB gutryied against Angola,
A peiition of the armed at- W77 ] pecis. which conctitutes a  fla-

springboard for armed in
vasions of Angola;

& Demands the immediate
and uneonditional with-
drawal of all SA foices
from Angoia;

© Decides to meet agalin
in the event of further at-
tacks by SA on Angola to
consider {he adoption of
more effective measures;
& Commends Angola for
its continued suppert of
the peceple of SWA in
their struggie;

& Demands that £A put
an end to its iliegal oc¢-
cupation of SWA without
delay;

- A
P

i

5549-01,

i iack would require the The Western Five are to grant violation of its sove.
4 Counci! to consider the hold discussions in New reigntv and terriforiz! io-
3 aduptici of punitive mea-  York mda;g w11thd t&:svvaﬁo teg?ty; sa ;
I suies. " representatives led by Mr @ Condemns S4’s use o
i South Africa did not 2k Sam Nujoma, the vrganisa-  the international territory
e e uont dn ihe Coun- fion’s president. of South West Africa a5 2
+ e s AR v et vt e
——— e e . e - -
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soldier; /7?‘
'shown on,

Own Correspondent

-LONDON — Sapper Johan van der Mesch, the
South African soldier who has been held as a
prisoner of war since his capture by Swapo guerillas
in February, was last night shown in a pathetic
plight in the nationally-screened BBC television cur-
rent affairs show “Tonight®,

Looking confused .and tense, he told Swedish film producer
Per Senden: “The treatment I get from Swapo is good. South
Africa does.not treat 1ts captives as well as this. The army will
‘Never see me again.” -

"The Swediski film crew claim they spent six weeks in SWA/

~ Namibia in February and March with an escort of 250 Swapo

- guetillas. The results screened early today were naturally one-

sided.

Sapper van der Mesch, who
has a baby daughter, looked
like a repetition of film the
world has seen of Americans
captured during the Vietnam
war. He was filmed at a

-Swapo guerilla base a few
" kilometres from a South
African military camp just in-
side SWA/Namibia, the
- producers of the film claimed.
" - Fair-haired Sapper. van der
Mesch, speaking in heavily-
accented English, was wearing
only a vest and army pants.

His left arm showed a nasty
bullet wound, onec of three
flesh woungs he received when
he was ambushed.

Swapo claims ‘he was the
only survivor out of 10
soldiers ambushed at a
waterhole.

In the t‘lm the Stwapo leader, Mr, Sam Nujoma, emphasmcd

‘ that they would only-reach a settlement in SWA/Namibia on
their terms, rejecting thosé of the big five Western nations,

Mr Nujoma said they would take part in democratic elec-

Johan van der Mesoh

* - fions but.hot .as-specified ‘in the Western settlement.

T ®A spokesman for the Defence Force last night declined to com-
ment on the statements made by Sapper van der Mesch. He said he
could not comment on statements made by a man who is being used
by. an organtz&hon for political purposes while he is totally at their
mercy.
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| By BERNARD CAZAUX

Special ‘Correspondent

CASSINGA., — Foreign
Journalists saw ap open
Imass grave packeq Wwith the
decomposing bodies of 460
beople whom-Angolan
authorities said were “mas-
Sacred™ by South African
troops during their attack
last week. .

The dozen foreign cor-
respondents flown to Cas
singa yesterday by the An.

golan authorities conl a

make out the hrightly co-
loured dresses of a large
number of women among
the dead, said fo be South,
West African refugees kill-
ed in the air and ground
attack. ]
Angolan authorities des.
" eribed the attack, which
Pretoria said wag aimed at
- & Swapo guerrilla ‘centre,
as “genocide”. ! S
Another 1322 bodies of
South West African. refy.
Bees were buried in d sepa-
rate trench Swapg officials

R T

~— ithe town hagd a total
population of 3068 — had
fled into the bush,. where
they had

killed by South African

paratroops, -

. The road leading to Cas-
singa from the airstrip was
blocked in places by the
burned wreeks of “tanks
and military trucks which
had attempted to come to
the rescue of the town.
They had been blown up
on mines or were strafed
by the South African Air
Force,

In the town itself, jour-
nalists had to be wary of
unexplodeqd mines, marked
gysta circle drawn in the

ust.

An eye-witness safd the
South Africans made sur
vivors help them embark
the dead and . wounded.
Pretoria admitteqd to losing
five tnen-in the raid, but
Swapo officials in Cassinga
said South African losses

were at least 25 killed and

more than 100 wounded.

“
.,
ow

ass ‘grave

Said ‘many other refysees

probably been .

it "_/ Lo e R

Among the victims of the
raid were five women
teachers who died in the
town’s five schouls._ They
had - come voluntarily to
teach the children of re-

ugees, said Swapo Army
Political Commissar Heren-

-well Matonge, He claimed

Cassinga was 3 Swapo
transit camp,

Mr:Matongo told a Fress
conférence that Swapo

Wwas more determined than

ever to continue the strug-
gle against South African
rule in SWA.

A South African Defence
Force spokesman last night
said the SADF had nothing
to add- to its statements
and provision of proof,
Particularly aerial and on.
the-ground . photographs
and documents, last week.

He said the SADF. had
admitted last - week  that
there had been women at
the camp but quite a num.
ber of thent had been arm-
ed-and uniformed. —

) Agence France Presse.
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‘laim was 600 dead

1 ront.page report from the Mercury's Johanne‘glfurg

- cofrespondent published on Monday it was erroneously
stated_that Angola claimed 5100 were killed in the South
sAfrican raid across the border last week. AT

igure should have read 600, consisting of 500 —not
people said to have been killed in theattack on the

5 and, a Turther 100 guards.

4

the itelefed transmission of th

port
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'shown on,

Own Correspondent

-LONDON — Sapper Johan van der Mesch, the
South African soldier who has been held as a
prisoner of war since his capture by Swapo guerillas
in February, was last night shown in a pathetic
plight in the nationally-screened BBC television cur-
rent affairs show “Tonight®,

Looking confused .and tense, he told Swedish film producer
Per Senden: “The treatment I get from Swapo is good. South
Africa does.not treat 1ts captives as well as this. The army will
‘Never see me again.” -

"The Swediski film crew claim they spent six weeks in SWA/

~ Namibia in February and March with an escort of 250 Swapo

- guetillas. The results screened early today were naturally one-

sided.

Sapper van der Mesch, who
has a baby daughter, looked
like a repetition of film the
world has seen of Americans
captured during the Vietnam
war. He was filmed at a

-Swapo guerilla base a few
" kilometres from a South
African military camp just in-
side SWA/Namibia, the
- producers of the film claimed.
" - Fair-haired Sapper. van der
Mesch, speaking in heavily-
accented English, was wearing
only a vest and army pants.

His left arm showed a nasty
bullet wound, onec of three
flesh woungs he received when
he was ambushed.

Swapo claims ‘he was the
only survivor out of 10
soldiers ambushed at a
waterhole.

In the t‘lm the Stwapo leader, Mr, Sam Nujoma, emphasmcd

‘ that they would only-reach a settlement in SWA/Namibia on
their terms, rejecting thosé of the big five Western nations,

Mr Nujoma said they would take part in democratic elec-

Johan van der Mesoh

* - fions but.hot .as-specified ‘in the Western settlement.

T ®A spokesman for the Defence Force last night declined to com-
ment on the statements made by Sapper van der Mesch. He said he
could not comment on statements made by a man who is being used
by. an organtz&hon for political purposes while he is totally at their
mercy.
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Angola. — An open grave,
packed with the bodies of
about 460 people, was shown
to foreign journalists here
yvesterday. ' Angolan

authorities said the bodies -
~were of those killed by South

African troops in the raid on a

Swapo base last week. -
" . The correspondents could

make out brightly ' coloured

dresses of a large number of

women among the dead.
Another 122 bodies were

buried separately in & nearby
trench

Swapo officials said ,others
had fled into the bush where
they had probably been killed
by paratroopers. They said
the town’s population before

"the raid had been 3 068.

Most of the town, built of

Y

aw460 mnﬁm@ﬁﬁ ?TdV@ 218
scene of /

CASSINGA, Southern .

'mg@ﬂ

wood or dr1ed ‘mud,  was

destroyed. Only the walls of-a
few .concrete . bu:ldmgs
remained. ‘

The road leading from the
airstrip had been mined.
Tanks and trucks, attempting
to break through when the
South Africans struck,

- detonated the mines or were

strafed by attacking aircraft,

Fighter bombers

Journalisis were warned to
be careful of unexploded
mines. Some live mines were

- marked by circles in the dust.

Eye-witnesses said Mirage
fighter bombers swept over
the town between 7am and
8am last Thursday. Groups of
paratroopers were dropped
and sealed off thé town.

‘The raid lasted until 2pm.

South Africa has admiited
losing five men in the raid, but
Swapo officials here clabmed
Sonth African Josses were at
least 25 killed and nore than
100 wounded.

Survivors collected 798
parachutes left by the South
Adricans. ]

A lone era;\, made
repeated passes over the towu,

bombing and strafiuyg at G,

they said.

@ A spokesman said the-

. Defence Foree had nothiag (o
add to its statemeniz and
provision of proof, particuinc-
ly aerial and onthe-sround
photographs snd docurenia
He said the Defence Foree zd-
mitted that there had i
women at the camp but taat
quite & number of them hed
been armed and unifonmed.

A
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Mercury Correspondentr_

CASSINGA, Southern

Angola — Foreign jour-
nalists saw an open mass
grave here packed with the
decomposing bodies of 460
people -who Angolan
authorities said were mag-
sacred by South African
woops during” their attack
last -week on this mining
town in Angola.

The dozen foreign cor-
respondents flown here
yesterday by the Angolan
authorities could make out

The Natal Mércur»y,,

Mass g

r

of a large number of women
among the dead, said to pe
South West African refugees
killed in.the South African
air and ‘ground attack,

Angolah authorities are
new describing the South
Africanm ~attack, which
Pretoria said was aimed ar a
South West. Africa People’s
Organisation (Swapo)
gueriild centre, g5
“genocide.”

Another ‘122 bodies of
South West Af;-_ican refugees

‘were buried in' a separate
LA

trench, - &

Jednesday, May 10, 1978

aves—rq

journalists said many other
refugees — the town had a
total population of 3 068 —
hrad fled into the bush where
they had probably been
killed by South African
paratroops,

The journalists were
flown here in g French-built

Nord-Atlas transport which

was to evacuate wounded
back to the capital, Luanda,

Most of the town, build of
wood or dried mud, . was
razed. Only the walls 6f a

few concrete buildings, their.

the brightly coloured dresses

————e—

roofs ripped off, still stood.,
It was
desoldtion. Piles of metal
bed frames twisted by flames
and smoke-blackened were
littered among burned and
. splintered trees and Smashed
and charred cacti,
Craters left
African bombs
metres deep,
Spent machine-gun shel
cases were scattered over the
ground, along with plastic
gloves left by first aid teams,
The road leading here
from the airstrip at
- Tchmutete was  strewn in
 places by the burned wrecks
“of tanks and military trucks

by South
were 1,50

| which had attempted to.

onie to the rescue of the
(efiigees, ‘ ‘
T

the town itself,. the
nalists had to be wary of

unexploded. mines, marked

a 'speciacle of

ed -
S

P

id %fterm ath

Swaho officials who met

least 235 killed and more than
100 wounded.

Among the victims of the
raid were five women
teachers who died in Cas-
singa’s five schogls. '

They had come Jhere
voluntarily to teach the
children of the refugees, said
Swapo army political com-
missar Herenwel] Matongo,
who says Cassinga was a
Swapo transit camp.

Survivors collected 798 -
parachutes left by the South
Africans- after the
paratroops flew out, But the
raid. was not over, = -

Until 6 p.m., a lone
Mirage made repeated pas:
Ses over the town, bombing
and strafing, S

Mr. Matongo said he ége
timated that the South ™
Africans had dropped:2,5" |
tons of bombs on the:towr,

He told a Press ‘con-~
ference that Swapo. -was
more determined than”ever
to continue the struggle
against South African rl i
South West Afri :




| WASHINGTON. — The Uiiited States State
against any further South African military e

The State Department
spokesman, Mr Hodding
Carter, said: “We have made
it very clear to the South
African Government that we
felt that the fact and the
timing of the last raid was
unfortunate. ' We have urged
that it not be repeated,

“We also have made clear -

that we believe that the proper
response at this point on the
future of Namibia is contained
in the contact group’s (US,
UK, Canada, France and
West Germany) proposal. Qur
negotiation on that proposal,
which has been accepted by
the ‘South African
Government, will continue
with Swapo, which has not
accepted it. We are obviously
continuing to urge that they
do.:We trust that the Sotith
Africans will stick to the
agreement.” '

.

o -@s’

No mo

Own Correspondent

The Cape Times political
staff writes: The West has told
South Africa. that its military
action in Angola last week
was disastrous and that it may
have caused an irreparable
setback to the negotiations for
a peaceful settlement in
SWA/Namibia.

Contact group

Short of giving South
Africa a final ultimatum,
leading representatives of the
Western contact. group who
are still working with the
government on the settlement
plan, have warned it to stay
out of Angola.

. The message was passed
directly to the South African
Government at the highest
diplomatic level in Cape Town
this week, IR
w" . The warning has’ also been
forcefully emphasized at

[

“Tines

/728

Department yesterday warned
ngagement in Angola.

meetings  between South
African envoys and the West
in the United States and
Europe.:

It was learnt from,

diplomatic sources in Cape
Town last night that a
peaceful ‘transition to
independence for
SWA/Namibia may have

been delayed for much longer"

than is advisable as a result of
the raid on two Swapo bases
in Angola on May 4.

" According to the sources,

tougher line against Swapo 5
bprder incursions and
violations, are deeply
d_lsturbed by what one
diplomat termed the most -
adv.ised tactical move South
Africa could have considered
at this stape,

Breakihrough

The West believes i may
have been op the verge of a
breakthrough in talks with the
Swapo leadership. Even the
recalci.trant Mr Nujoma was
accepting in better spirit the
West’s_ﬁrm criticism of hjs
Organization’s guerilla
activities, which, he was told
would have to cease, ’

The West is- also serigusly
concerned that ag g result of
the' delay caused by Mr
Nujorna’s withdrawal ~ from
the talks, South Africa and

SWA/Namibia will' press
ahead with independence
plans even if Swapo does not
take part in elections,

It is beligved, however, that

the Minister of Foreign |

Affairs, Mr R F Botha, and hjg |
depart:pent are  co-operating
fully with the West in attempts |
to restore to g suitable leve]
the hopeful note which

- characterized pre-Angola raid

-the leader of Swapo, Mr Sam-

Nujoma, is evading all
Western attempts to get him

* back to the conference table,

Apparentty Mr Nujoma has
been further angered by South
Africa’s threat that it may
strike at Swapo again,
" In the “unpleasant
diplomatic activity following
the Angolan actfion it is
+ understGod that the big five
-Western members of the
Security Council who have

recently adopted a much

negotiations,

|
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Stnator .Clark told
reporters’ heve yesterday: I
have good reason to believe
the administration wants to
ship equipment to forces in
Angola.” :

Mr Powell confirmed that
the matter had been discussed
in the White House but added
that President Carter had yet
to decide whether he would
scek repeal of a congressional

prohibition against such a-
move.

Senator Clark is the autﬁbr, k

WASHINGTON. — The Carter administration is
considering aid for guerillas fighting the Angolan
Government, according to Senator Dick Clark and a
White House spokesman, Mr Jody Powell. -

The State Department said that a change shou_id be mude
President Carter had asked in our policy. This is the case

Congress to examine the
whole question of its restric-

_tions on his authority.

Spokesman Mr Tom
Reston acknowledged that the
“Clark amendment”
included in the review.

But. he added: ‘It is
incorrect - to  interpret these
consultations as suggesting
that' the’ president has decided

was

for Angola, as it is for other
areas of United States policy.”_

The president was reported |.
to have told a group of
senators on Tuesday that
because of the Clark]|
amendment, the United States
was ' unable to help anti-
government Unita forces -in

Angota led by Mr Jonas

[,

Savimbi. — Sapa-AP-Reuter

of a law barring United States
aid to military action - in
Angola. - ti
The senator confirmed the |,
possibility of aid to -anti- |
‘government forces invAngola
was explored in a discuggion:
he had with the CIA dir L
Admiral  Stansfield Turner, |,
and President Carter’s deputy |
- assistant“for natidiial sécurity
Laffairs, Mri Davi i

He said Senate rules'did:not’) b

| allow him to pive details of his
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AT THE height of the

. Angolan War in 1975, one
of South Afrieca’s top se-
. curity men flew to Wash-
- ington twice for special
CIA briefings on the role
‘America was playing in
the conflict,
.oThis was disclosed in
Washington for the first

tifme this. week by John

Stockwell, the former CIA
agent who quit over the An-
golan affair.

™1 did not keep the name’

of the man,” he told me.
“#He was referred to only in
aucry?tonym in communica-
tiéhs,"

_He sald the visitor was
- ‘'ong of the top three men
*ift, Seuth. African security”
“—+but not General Van den
‘Bergh,

“tiltnn of 1975 for briefings
on what the ‘American side
~wag doing in the way of
sup%ying ‘Jonas Savimbi’s
Unita and Holden Roberto’s
FNLA to fight the left-wing
MPLA.

Stockwell disclosed that
there had heen clese col-
laboration between the

. American spy agency and

South Africa during the
1875/6. campaign .in the for-
' mer Portuguese colony:

He told me: ‘‘Collabora-
tion in the field between the
-CIA and the South Africans
was quite close, bui I did
not see any  document or
hear of any conversations
that formally at a govern-
ment-to-government level
invited- the South Africans
to join the conflict.” _

tockwell, who was the
staff officer at CIA head-
uarters in charge of the
ingulan operation at the
{ime, has since written a
book entitled *‘In Search of
Enemies”.

He said that Dr Henry

By Guy Bernard: WASHINGTON | ,

Kissingef, then US Secre-.

tary of State, was the mas-
termind behind the whole
Angolan adventaire but had
been too canny to get ‘di-
rectly invelved with the
South Africans.

But, Stockwell added, he
could- not blame any South
Africans for thinking they
had the green light from
Washington at that time.

He testified this week be-
fore Represeniative Charles
Digps’s African Affairs Sub-
committee at hearings into
the Angolan sifuation. He
was strongly opposed to any
further American clandes-
tine operations there.

Stockwell ‘was also out-

spoken against any future

“He had arrived in the au- collaboration with South Af-

rica on the grounds that this

- would put the United States

on the ‘“‘wrong side” in its
relations with Black Africa.

He said that CIA officers
had worked closely with
South African forces on the
ground in the Angolan War.

“There were instances
where CIA officers flew

, down to southern Angola
and- briefed South Africans -

in- September, 1875, about

‘what we were doing,” he
told “me,” ''and "~ there are

abundant cables from CIA

-station chiefs in Lusaka, -

Kinshasa and Pretoria that
vigorously urged close col-

laboration with South Afri-

‘ca.

*Permission was given to
the station chief in Kinsha-
sa to liaise in Kinshasa
with the South African re-
presentative there. Our
arms were delivered via
Kinshasa, where they were
off-loaded by South Africans '
on to South African aircraft
to take them into Angola,”
he said. '

He went on: ‘‘One of the
South African security
chiefs flew to Washington
twice during that time and
conferred with the head of
the CIA Africa division. But
I did not see a memo of
their conversations.
© “Harly in the operation
we gave the CIA station
chief in Pretoria permission:
to brief South African secu-
rity fully on what we were
doing and we required all
CIA stations in the area to
‘info’ Pretoria in the cable
traffic so that they would be
fully informed.

“This was obviously in-
tended as encouragement,”
he said. .

"Stockwell further recalled
that the CIA had wanted to
send a shipload of arms to
Windhoek in South West Af-

“tied Tor thé South Africans

to deliver to Savimbi’s peo-
ple in Angola,

An SADF spokesman de-
clined to comment.

Angola captives freed
By DAVID FORRET '

SIXTYV-THREE people captured in South Aftica’s recent
raid into Angola are to be set free. They include 34 men
and 29 women aged between 16 and 58. Many are partly-
trained terrorists. They have been put in care of Owambo’s
Chief Minister, Pastor Cornelius Ndjoba, until their release
tomorrow, when they will be taken back to their homes.
The 63 represent fewer than a third of the prisoners

i ———nr




Mercury Africé Bureau

OSHAKATI - Angry Ovambo parents |
yesterday pleaded with the Defence: Force' |
to launch another attack into Angola i an’ |
effort to find ‘their children and bring them
homa. . oy

Their pleas came during an emotional meeting -
at which 10 children were reunited with their
parents at the Tsandi tribal office in Ukwaludi,
Western Owambo, o

The children, some ‘ag young as 16 'welze membets of 'a‘
group of 63 prisoners set free after their capture during South’: -
Africa’s recent raid intoy Angola, : Lo

After Defence Force screeﬁilig it was found that they had
either been Iured across the border by false promises or for- .
+ cibly abducted by Swapo. Some had regeived some military

Armed escort

The freed prisoners were met by large crowds when they
artived at the six different Owambo tribal offices.. :
Clutching Bibles given to them by the Owambo Govern-
ment, they were driven to their home areas in military trifcks
under armed escort, T

At Tsandi, Owambo’s"
Minister of “Agriculture,
Captain J. Taapopi, said the
Angola raid had proved. that
Swapo - was no match for.:
South African security- -
forees, o ‘

He said Ovambo children
had not gope to ‘Angola
voluntarily. They were lured
by and abducted by Swapa.

Captain Taapopi said
parents were even prepared |
to travel to Pretoria to give

. the Government ohe. mes- .
sage: “We want our children -
back.” \

Angry

. About 150 angry and dis-
appointed parents — many
. of whom waited anxiously in’
case - their children were.
returned — raised their
hands when asked by Cap-
. tain Taapopi how many liad"
missing children, -
Two of them got up and- -
| spentaneously - pleaded for -
& Defence Force to invade
Angola'agair;. R




UNITED NATI

OoM§ -

South Afriegn troops whao
invaded Angola on hlay ¢

caused “horrible

deiths™

pring WeAanrons of which

the Angolany Gow
had o previoy
ledge), the UN
Assembly wag tol
iy, .

errinent
5 know.
Generg}
d yestep.

The Angolan Prime

Minister, By
N:lséfmento.’ m
allegation, which

opL do
afde the
, he .aid,

was based on results g an
the-spot vestigation

frica possessed

M Nascimen

of the "regimes”
Africa and Rhode

Angola,
“Very recently,

aeLesssion by th

wWhich wy 'rant

_f-Ié also suggested Sesith

nuctagy

Weapons and - thar thase
threatened the peace of
Africa and the world.

to ssid

Angola was Breatly cpn-
cerned: aboyt the arming
' in South

$13,

"It g specifically tihe
armed forces of Soutn
Africa which, with one of
the most modern of ;.
mres. constityte a permn.-
tent threat to tnde-

states, and particularly 19

on Maw

4, my country was the -
tirget of g fresh act of

€ South

Afriey regime, AZETELLi0n

ed tha

VHEIOrous condemnation of

the 1N Security
and the wor|d com

Councii
munity

"We wish tg Itform thig

Assembly thyy f
Yestipations we

rom in.
Carriod

DUt on the spot, we have

come 1p the oy
thar wWeapons we
which cayseq the

1clusing
re usecd
VICtimg

o dhe horrible deaths,” he

Sand - SAPARNG
e
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Kaunda
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o

Angola

LUSAKA — President Ken
neth Kaunda returned from
Angola yesterday after sign-
ing agreements with Presi-
deni " Agostinho Neto  in.
tended to improve trade and
bilateral relationg between
the two countries, !

The agreements were

signed ¢ the end of two days |-

of talks in the Northern,
Angolan town of Saurimo
{Tormerly Henrique de Cyr- 1
valho). o
President Kaunda made
1o comment on returning 4 |
but party central comimittee
member, Mr. Reyben
Kamanga, who accom-
panied him told reporters 4
Lusaka Airport that Angola
was interested in buying
Zambia's maize while Zam-
bia wanted to lmport
stockfeeds and lishmeal,

He said the twe presidents
had also signed an agree-
ment proposing the setting
up of a joint commission o
look after x4 very wide tield ‘u,
of bilateral interegts.™ ‘

Mr. Kamanga said (he
talks had also touched on |
the possibility of bath
conentries improving  road
transport links but no time.
scale had beea mentioned. ..
(Supa Reuter.)
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LUSAKA — Zambia ang
Angola have signed iwn
mnpartant . agreemertts
oneg for the creation of 4
Joint permanent commis
sien of co-eperalion and
the other for facilttating
and developing trade
redations betweon the lwo
rouniries:

The agreements wore
signed at the end of Pres
Kaunda's two-day efficial
visit to Saurimro, capital of
Angola's Lunda provinee

Detaits - of the

CAgTERMents were worked

out during two days of
hectic discussionsy
between  high-love]
ministerial dejegations of
the two governments,
The objectives of the
It permanent comng
sion of co-aperation,
whieh will be compased of
ministers from the jwo
gavernments, will be in
idantify arcas of im
moediate co-operation in
the fields of development
plannibg, economic and
technical co-operation.
foreizn affairs, commeree
and foreign trade, mimoes,

industry, financr,
agricultire, power. trin
sport and Com.

mumicatons, wnrk.‘;, it
mution and education
it wil] also define wavi

Land means of exchangmy;

information and ¢x.
pertence tn all areas of co-
aperation. — poe.
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NEW YOLK. — The
Ancolyn Fereign Minister,
Mr Pdilo Teixeir: Jorge
“ean’t even guaess” when
the (ibans wilt leave his
eountry  “hecause  their
worle Las jusl hepgn”

“Phe Cubans are inomy
conniry  fur the =hinple
reason that we have two
bad ucishheurs - Zaire
ang Souin ';1& -— unil
Cuba  will snnd na o TMAGY
pecple ag we neod o oand
they il stay untib the

worl 8 finished ot ¥
can'’i even gaess voci that
will he,” dr Joroe  said
this weelt.

The Cubuan preseunce in
Angaly haa develojped in-
o oa tisdor source of ten
¢ion holween Lhe Uniferd
States aid  Angoels’™ comd
munisit sllties, notainy the
Souviet Tinivg - and Cuba.
It has also hecome an ob-
stacle to normalisation of
-the U%  relations with
Cuba and angola, \

Jr Jorpre said he could
not give the nwaber of
Cubans in his country be-
cause hc- did nni - keep
oot e SR P OBV

b e

track of them. But he said
most.  were  non-military
personnel, His statemoent
conflicted with US intel-
ligence reports indicating
that nearly 20 000 ol some
23000 Cubans in Angola

are soldicrs.

He viporowste denied
charpes thal the Cubans in

Ancela aud  hiy wovern-
moent had a role o dasi

montiv's rehel invasion of
Zaire’s Staha provinee,
Mr Jorge calicd tae in-
vasion @ popular
ing by hunda tribesmen,
nalives of Shuaba foreed
into exile in the 19608
after anm abortive bid to
seize  power, “agzinsg a
corrupt and eppressive re-
gime” )
The revoli was ad” out-
growth of the [uilure of
President Mobuto Seso Se-
ko of Zaire te deal with the
tribal conflict and a wor-
sening econoinic situation.
“If we were involved,
the  Anpolans  and  the
Cubtans, we wounldn't have
stopped  ai Wolweri. We
would hove pus ]md all the
way tn Kin slmal " he sfud

Wprise

The American people
were being misled by the
Ub Government  whieh
“"would have you helieve
that it was pursuing a new,
enlightened pohcy
towards Africa- when in
fact it has merely chang-
cd tactics.

“America responds with
silence when thousands of
French troops intervene in
Africa, but we hear this
hysterical scream when we

invite ‘he Cubans in,” Mr

Jorge said.

On the Paris meeting of
the US and four European
gllics on ways to counter
the rebel threat in Zaire,
Mr Jorge 3aid if the meet-
ing produced measures
hostile to Angola,

sequences.”

“If a new attack is
launched against Angola
as a resuit of this meet-
ing, you ought to antici-
pate a response by not

only the Angolans and the

Cubans but troops from
other socialist countries.”
— Sapa-AP,

“the
Wegi<ghould bear the con-

i E—
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pleaded guilty.to.
possessing a South

I after.a Unit

found not ‘gu‘i'!ty
harg

* rifle—accuse

in November 1977 at his
farm near Vaaldam, Veree.

niging. Roets and two
African . Others had brought the
“orce rifle; “told,, Tifle to him and wanted to
Ssburg Regional. sell if, he said. He. agked
erday; that he
Up:in:Angola

Roets if he had a licence
and Roets said he had.

Roets wanted RI30 for
the rifle but later sold it
to him for R70, Mr Mocke
said.

Sergeant E J de Lange,
of the Witwatersrand com-
mand, told the court the
rifle was the property of
the Defence Force. Only
persons issued with the
rifle while doing Defence
Force duty were allowed
to have it in their posses
sion, he said.

The rifle was worth R390,

he said, &

Sergeant de Lange told
the court the rifle-had not .
been issued to Roets.
Roets_told the court -that
during the December 1975
operations in' Angola the
Unita forces were moving
up to the battle front.

The South African forces
were in the  bushes and
nearby were large 55 mm
guns. When the'large guns
started firing the WUnita
soldiers ‘threw away the
guns they were carrying,
he told the court.

He later picked up the
rifle, which did not have
South African Defence
Force markings on it, he
told the court.




catastrophicaily? How valid

WHAT is the truth about
An%ola? Why did Portuguese
rule

shatter 80

was “‘Lusitrepicalism’ — the

i Portuguese faith in their

“‘uniquely non-racial

‘ society?"’

i masterly

Gerald Bender answers
these questions in his
social study,
Angoia under the Por-

H togmese: Myth and Reality.

Lucidly and systematically

| he probes and measures the

1 vast

ulf between ‘the

Y aspirations of Portuguese
H ideology’ and the daily lives

i of the 95.3%

of black

H{ Angolans (over four and a

half millions, as against

[| 162 387 whites in 1961, and
335 000 in 1974).

The Angolan Portuguese

| colonos were a fluctuating,
1 not a settled and stable pop-

| 1less than, 6% of

ulation.

Mostly poorly educated —
: the
latecoimers fiad more than
four years of schooling —
throughout the: lang colonial
period the whites had few
skills to contribute.

Angola was a depot for the
slave trade, which over four
centuries took three to four
millions of its people. A
prolonged systern of com-
pulsory labour — abolished
only in 1961 — provoked
-mass flights and iniense em-

itterment: the Africans
(wrote Caetano when he was
Minister of Colonies in the
19408) were used ''like
pieces of equipment, without
any concern for their yearn-
ings, interests or desires.”

olonisation was by con-
victs or ‘degredados,’ drawn

{ from the jails of “icurope’s

most underdeveloped
nation.”” Quickly fleeing
from the land, these un-
savoury and neglected set-

tlers bacame pettv traders, -

usuallr in the dominant
liquor iyafiic, '
This '»as 25 tunes as great

as the liquor trade in the

British West African
colonies; and Letween 1934
and 1960 two-thirds of Por-
tugnese wines were still he-
ing sent to Angola and
Mozambique. For the rest
there was stagnation. The
first railway was built only
in 1929, and not until the war
of independence was
progressive change ac-
celerated. ‘

Before this Salazar, to
revive Portuguese national
?restige, had launetied his
antastically costly fiasco of

for respect and confuses
eroticism with egalitaria-
nism.”

Angola was rigidly racist
in structure; as one of the
Portuguese Junts of

National Salvation adiniitcd
in 1975, “We benefited littic
A

from Africa and Afy
henefited little froms. “he
Portuguese and the Afric..a
peanie remained wnkno S0
each other: foreignm’

The very %enuine reforms
came too late: a geeret
renort to the Angolan Couon-
cii of Counter-Subversicn
supuned up in 1859, after
ligting the “‘errors o
abuses” of slavery, foreod

. laws: “"Among Africans the

labour, land confiscation,
contempt for traditional

white tnan will alWa:iys be
presented as a bad and|
greedy human being ...
porhaps as the traditional
caemy of the black.” .

'vhis is not a sensational
nanorama but a serious and
very impressive work. of
scholarship. South Africans
can infer their own contrasts
and analogies. ‘

» ANGOLA UNDER THE
PORTUGUESE: MYTH
AND REALITY — By
Gerald J Bender
{Heinemann). ce

trying to transplant'a Pof--

tuguese rural soeizty fo
Angola: Hundreds of thou-
sands of Africans were dis-
placed, production fell and
grievances rocketed.

The towns were moder-
nised; but after 17 years a
mere 840 of the 1 116 highly
subsidised agricultural set-
tlers had not switched to
coinmerce.

This analysis is comn-
culsive: bui another of
Bender’s tests is to examine
miseegenation as a conven-
tional test of a non-racial
society.

In Angola the social gap
was so enormous that
mesticos formed only 1.1%
(And only cne ever attained
high office}. The cause of
milscegenation is the
absence of white women:
““The assumptien (of
tolerance) mistakes passion




Angola€) Young: Cuba

claims®

- Own Corfespohden@

LUANDA. — The Angolan

Government says it is dis:
arming thousands of ex-Ka-
tangese rebels who invaded
and overran Kolwezi and
Mutshatsha in Zaire's
mineral-rich Shaba Pro-
vinee. -

Observers in Luanda see
this move as a step by Pre-
sident Agostinho Neto to-
wards easing tension be-
tween the two neighbour-

. ing states, which have ac-

cused each other of har-
. bouring elements apposed
to their respective govern-
ments,

Angela has also launch-
ed a massive resettlement
of an -estimated 9250000
Zairean refugees from its
tense horder-with Zaire to

new camps deep in the An-

hen the rebel troops
were flushed out of Kolwe-
zi by French Foreign Ie-
gionnaires and Belgian
troops, the rebels fled to
their bases in Angola, tak-
ing aleng their wounded in
vehicles stolen from Kol
- Wezi, Ll
The MPLA newspaper
Jornal de Angola said
about 100 wounded ex-
Katangese soldiers were
recéiving treatment in An-
golan hospitals,

It said Angola guaran-
teed safe passage for
whites who might flee into

 Angola ffom wartorn

* Shaha’ Proviiice and added
fhat they would be helped
to go fo coulitries of their

| choice. . .°

i Dr Neto was quoted as
appealing to Zaire “to with-
draw bands of FNLA and
Flec who dre constantly
attacking our country with

. the” knowledge of Zaire,”

radding that “we do not

I- golan hinterland.
P W

“-Border with’Zaire and that
it has a right to defend it-
self” “and -fo ‘choose our
own allies. -

Meanwhile, Sapa-Reuter-

AP reports . that) Zaire’s

T ll_c!

.o
three in é:%r';tliational organ-
isations. begin_a two-day
cohferénce in Brussels or-
‘ganised -by Belgium, - -
- “Western experts put
Zaire's tota] ?\:E_ter'r}:al debt

e Tl mTeeed TRCE 4

1, is

@

(84 States Ambassador to
P EHES lied Navmns, said

1 the lvieekend “that the
“Cuban presence in Angola
was not a serious threat
to that country's freedom.

Mr Young said he had
been told by Angolans that
the military help they re-
ceived from Cuba could
be compared with the
French aid the colonists
received in the American
revolution.

“They say to me: ‘You
got your guns from the
French, but you didn’t be-
come Frenchmen.’ ‘The
people fighting in Angola
are not fighting to trade
capitalist masters for com-
munist masters. They are
indeed fighting to deter-
mine their own destiny.”
Mr Young said:

He spoke during ser-
vices at the Central Con-

gregational Church in New

18 1o threat

'NEW ORLEANS. — M
-Andrew Young, the Unit-

Orleans, where he wor-
shipped as a boy and was
ordained into the minis-
try. His parents were
there.

The Ambassador said
those who feared a com-
munijsts take-over in strife-
torn Afriea should recall
the unfounded fears of
total communist rule in
southeast Asia that kept
the US in Vietnam.

Earlier in the weekend,
Mr Young said Russia and

Cuba had suffered setbacks

in their African ven-
tures.

It was inevitable that
Ethiopia would call on the
US for non-military aid
once it overcame its pre-
sent conflicts. .

He said it was unneces-
sary to send US tiroops to
Africa, ' . “especially in
places where there's no
strategic danger to the na-

tional security of the US.""
UPL. o .

‘Staff Reporter

FIVE State withesses who
gave evidence at the trial
of Mr Don Mattera, a sub-
editor on The Star news.
paper, appeared in the Jo-
hanneshurg = Magistrate's
Court yesterday on charges
of defeating the ends of
Justice.

Mr Rashid Moosa, 25, Mr
Michael Govender, 22, Mr
Shabir Ahmed Randera, 23,
Mr Ebrahim Patel, 28, and

"Mr Suolemen Xarani, 22,

had initially refused to
give evidence at Mr Mat-
fera’s trial.

After consulting counsel

5 charged after
Mattera case

they testified.
Mr Maitera, who ap-

peared before Mr J A van-

Dam on charges of having
contravened his banning
order, was acquitted on all
the charges.

The five men were not
asked to plead when they
appeared before Mr J Sny-
man yesterday.

No evidence was led and
no further particulars of
the charges ‘were given.
The hearing was postponed
to June 27 and the men
were allowed R50 thail

each, They have to report

to the Lenasia Police Sta-
tion once a week.
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If thig assessment fs

" correct the sentor' Spviet

staff ' officer would. be;
directly in, control of the

- conduet of the war against

South Afriean troops., = * O

In  support - of this’
analysis my sources claim
to have evidence that Mos-
cow has deployed in
Angola a powerful military
planning force similar to
that' which crushed _the-
Somali © army in  the
Ogaden last March..

That operation was .in "
the hands ~ of Soviet
General WVasily Ivanovich
Petrov, who is-first deputy-
conppfinder of the Soviet
Erdlimg ToTees, |

He 7 2000 Cubans in
an assiiilpreceded by big
airliftd’ of ‘heavy arms and
equipment :directly from
Russia ag well:as accurate
artillery  barrages and
bombing to -clear the way
for tanks.

General Petrov is one
of 11 senior generals the
Russians have now moved
into Angola,

They are taking over key
posts” from Cubans inside
the Angolan forces and
the Defence Ministry in
Luanda,

!

Naval -

Intelligence sourees in
Lordon. also say thaf the

. Soviet generals have taken

over commahnd of Angolan
divisions in the strategic
centres of Uige, Luanda,
Huambo, Luena, Lubango
and the oil-producing en-
clave of Cabinda in the
north. - '

. Senior : Sgviet, - officers;
now: “control all: Angolan*
| ‘ngval and :airforces and
-ithe.  country’s:
- intelligence.

military, .
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{ PARIS — 'President Leo-
©'poid Senghor: of Senegal
:; said today the first phase
#of a third world war nad
i- started in Angola. .
He said that since th
- end of the Indochina war,
- the ideological and @co-
nomic clashes between
*Bast and West had swit-
* ched to Africa,
In an interview with Le
Figaro he said the con-
flict began in Angola and

spread to the western
Sahara, the Horn of
Africa, Chad and Shaba.

In a move to protect
the black continent, his
country would propose a
defence pact to its neigh-

‘bours next month.

He said omnly France
dared help its Afriean
friends, while the other
Western nations remained
idle.

Third world war ‘starling

“The Waest needs Secu-
rity and uses the neces-
sary means te ensure it
But in the face of exter-
nal agressions it believes
that -the Africans can de-
fend themselyes with bare
hands.’

. President Senghor said
he was in favour of an
agreement beiween East
and W e'st European
nations, withii the frame-

-y

. ¢@ Evidence attributed to
*sources that 2000 to 4000

in Africa’

Seretse Khama, said in
Gaborone al a passing-out
parade. He said Botswana
should be prepared to de-
fend itself,

“Hvery day that passes
without a solution to any
of the problems facing us,
makes the likelihood of a
full-scale confrontation in
this area a distinet possi-
hility.” — Sapa-Reuter.

In . Kuwait,  Somalia’s
President. Mohamed Siad
Barre was gquoted in a
newspaper today as saying
the Soviet Union would de-
vour Arab countries of the
Red Sea if they did not
economic development of join hands to confront
Africa and help us combat Kremlin policy.
poverty and mneo- All was not well in
colonjalism or the East gouthern Africa and the
will conquer Africa,” he  worst was stiil to come, the
added. Botswana President, Sir

work of the Helsinki Con-
ference, under which they
would abstain from any
intervention in African af-
fairs,

“Wither the Americans
contribute to the effective

The Star wE.wn: | :

‘ . ' London

Alarm is mounting in Western capitals as reports
come in of dangerous Cuban and Russian threats:
to SWA/Namibia, Rhodesia and Zaire. -

One of the main calisesiof alarm is a reported Russian build-up
of geniii¢-military plannersiinzAngola — including” Geri€ral Vasily.
Ivanovich: Petroy, fitst deputy commander. of Soviet troops, whao
masternfitided the force that crushed Somalia in the Ogaden.

Genergl Petrov is pne of — ’
11 senior generals’a,
Russiang are’ reported:
have moved into Angola.

Other causes of the
Wesl’s new fears are: i

‘Ameriecan . intelligence

Cubans are now in Mo:
zambigque preparing for a-
major assault on Rhode-
sia. About 400 fadks are
also said to bejd
country, according™to the |t
London Sunday Express, |

fen
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 Victory is certain. We

T

shall overcome ...
Ty ) ’ .
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the MPLA Workers’ Party. Long live the Angolan revolution, surviving our
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Off the mainland of Cuba, the Isle' of Pines (left)
-1 where Angolan orphans are going to school
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_.nator Bartlett was
“eferring . to efforts of the |
Tarter administration to i
mprove relations with Cuba I
“y lessening. the severity of the '
American trade embargo still
‘n effect against the Castro

S Senate

back from Havana said that
Dr Castro had expressed

in Havana. .
In further disapproval of

Subsidiaries of US firms in i _ ‘ s" ('-l &
hird countries can have ‘
imited trade with Cuba and : '
ow level “interest section”
Washington for trade| 1
purposes. ‘ l
US mayors
Liberal legislators like | : =
Idaho and Senator George |
McGovern of North Dakota |
have made trips to Havana to |
visit Dr Castro and there have
"~ A group of US mayors just
willingness last week to meet.
President Carter, but the
binding on the president but
merely expresses the “sense of
Congress™.
The State Department |
American “interests section” Wl' u
approved an amendment by,
Kansas Republican Senator (W ASHINGTON. — The United States Senate has
Robert Dole barring funds fi
e bining wipomatc called on President Carter to cut ties with Cuba till
relatons wih Angola so Jong|that country withdraws its military forces from

missions have been
established in Havana -and
Senator Frank Church of i
been frequent tours of Cuba | : .
by American businessmen. ' '
American leader said in a
news conference two weeks .
ago, “I don't think it is /
appropriate for me to see Mr | W\GS
Castro.”
The Senate vote is not ?O/b
reacted strongly to the Bartlett
resolution aimed at closing the
the Cuban presence on the
continent, the Senate aIso
as Cuban troops remain there. |
~Only if President Carter| Afrlca“

determines that the relations - - : s The move is seen as
are in America’s national Amerjcan indignation at Dr
interest, will- the funds be Fidel' Castro’s repeated
forthcommg : refusals to heed President

Carter’s requests that Cuba
 withdrew its troops.

“The . call on# President
Carter was passed by a strong™
53 votes to-29. Voting cut
across party lines embracing
'both- Republicans and
Democrats. It called on the
pres;dent to sever all
" econbmic and diplomatic ties
with Cuba. .

“Mr Castro- must be told
' that Cuban forces cannot go
marauding through Africa
without sacrificing the free
Yunch that he is apparently
seeking at home,” said
‘Senator Dewey Bartlett, a
Repubhcan from Oklahoma,
in presenting his amendment
to a bill for State Department
L 3 - funds. @




forthecoming. .

LONDON — A major Western move is afoot to

‘offer Pres Neto of Angola a package deal that

- could stabilise a large

The basic ingredients of
the deal are first that Pres
Neto- should .crack down
on the Katangese rebels to
brevent further invasions
of Zaire, and also redouble
‘the pressure on Swapo to

o In. and.fight the
S 1n-
depéndence elections in

. South:West Africy, ™

©In teturn, the West

would force Pres Mobuju

of :Zaire to Withdraw sup- .
rod) Dr Holden
tpberto; deader of the-
FNLA )

port fro

LA .Jpovement in
and from Dr Jonas
Savimbi, Téader of Unita.
© Ifsuch avpackage deal”
could be pulled off, the
whole Angola-Zaire SWA-
Zambia -area would be
largely stabilised.
. “Thedirsfmoves towards
putting togéther such a
dtkage'’-dame froin the
ited States Secretary of
Mr. Cyrus Vance,
who™ in: &' repent speech
held-dut an-olive branch to
Pres Néto, . .
. This was followed by a

; visit to Angola by Mr Don -

McHenry, deputy to Mr
-Andrew Young at the
Uniited Nations. :

Part of the “package”

has -already” been im-

. plemented. Pres Neto has.

indicated -his willingness
to disarm the- Katangese
rebels; ahd Pres;Mobutu is
already under pressure to
withdraw support from
the FNLA's incursions
into. MPLA territory.

Forcing Swapo to aceept,

the preSent “settlement?.
_in South West Afriea.and -
fight the elections theras .

will be a tougher job.

A key to thé néw deglin
Angola is Pres Neto's
grave economic problems

angd his- urgent need for _

stability in hig country.

Meanwhile,: Russia has

been pouring more
military aid into Angola,
partly to sudpport . the

MPLA “government, but

also apparently to.support
a new Swaphd offensive
into South West- Africa.
The East Gérmans are
repérted to be con-
tributing to the new build-
up. o
Reports ofi a conven-
tional military attack on
South West Africa being
planned in Angola were
ominous, -the
Administrator-General 6f-

. Anthony Terry,

area of Southern Africa.

the. territory, Mr Justice
Steyn, said in. Windhoek.

vesterday. oo
.The Western powers
should take note of ‘such

reports and they should

immediately  establish if
such an attack was
planned. ‘

However, British and
American intelligence
sources in-London-are not
laking seriously the series
of feports in'the Londén
Suhday Times,of 4 Soviet

and East Gérman-led
military invasign of South

West Africa. % -,

vof three
weekly articles the Sun-
day Times regforter,
guoted
French intelligence
reports as sayipg: East
German paratroops “were

being assembled in Angola.

to spearheéad an.attack on .

the territory.

Swapo’s ' London
representative, Mr
Shapua Kaukungia, - said
the stories weré designed
to mislead and confuse the
South West African peo-
ple now being prepared
for an election. — DDC-
SAPA.

"
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Americans

. .The Star Bureau
WASHINGTON — The
United States is trying to
improve relations with the
Matxist-led Angelan
Government  to helg:. re-
duce that” country’s heavy
dependence on Cubz and
the Soviet Union.

Carter--
officials' say - they were
greatly -encouraged by the
results from the first step
in the new initiative, the
three-day visit to Angola
last month of Mr. Donald
McHenry, a deputy United
States. representative to
the United: Nations. ..

Angolan ‘authorities: im-.

pressed McHenry, the offi-
clals sald; with their de-
gire to resolve their long-
festering border .problem
with Zaire; to co-operate
for a peaceful seitlement
in SWA/Namibia, and to
build stronger relations
with fhe United States
_and other Western 'Coun-
tries, lessening their de-
pendence on Cuba and
Soviet bloc nations.

REF;UGEES‘ o
- ‘Since McHenry's return,

the. Siate department has .

said there are “some . indi-
cations” Angola has begun
to carry out its promise to
move vrefugees from
Yaire’s Shaba province
away ~from the yplatile
-horder' ' as a contribution
to peace and sfabi}ity in

repofts ' from West "G
man and African  sources
that Angola s "keéping its
pledge’ to disdr g o]
the participant

administration

yecent' invasion -6f -Shaba

s i i B

province, mostly Katangan
exiles, who returned to
Angola carrying weapons.

The State depariment
was also encouraged by
another development that
. it had helped promote: an
agreement hefween’ - An-

gola ‘and Portugal to res-’

tore co-operation broken
off after Portuguese
authorities and perhaps
350000 Portuguesg citi-
zens left the country
. ‘when it became - indepen-
. dent in 1975.

ENGINEERS

Officials here say the
. Angolans believe the
.agreement  could

bring’ |-

‘about the yeturn of as-

many as 50000 -people '
including : |’

- from Portugal,

engineers, technicians and-

administrators, badly

" needed for Angola’s’ eco--

nomic recovery. .

- Referring - both to' the

" reception the Angolans
gave McHenry .and the
. limited buf positive steps
President Agostinho Ne-

to’s Government has taken'

“to help solve longstanding
problems in the area, a
high-ranking  administra-

“ved in the initiative said:
“In fact, vou know, it is
“not just ‘the United States
* that is embarking on such
a strategy. It is also very

tion official directly invol-

much -an Angolafi “initia-

tive” - |

. ECONOMY
" He said the Neto
Government had made
frequent overtures,.to the
United States. over several
months, most of them at

" the United Nations, indi-

cating a desire not only to
sresolve. specitié. problems
~-but- also 1o’ diversify An
‘gpla’s foveign  rélations
- angd rebuild;its econdmy.
_ —Som e admiristration
‘sjiecialists Believe it. might
‘ndfv~be possible for Neto
‘and:, Jonas - Savimbi, the
- leader of  .the,  National
Union, to Join’in a gov-
ernment of national recon-
eifation. .. . oL
“=President” Kehneth
! Kaunda of Zambia, one of
- the-most influential of
" Dlack: Afriean leaders, is

: gt} urging -sieh fa recon--

‘ciliation-"gs *thie “only prac-
tical way of bringing en-
during 'peace to Angola.

Tu e g
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Soviets, Cub

Independent travellers who

areas said the FNLA had the -

‘massing to hit ...

support of the people but their

rebels —

KINSHASA. — The Soviet Union and Cuba are making preparations in Angola m

military capability was limited

g small units or

5 .. \ to ambushin
vehicles,
Mr Roberto said there had

been a large Soviet build-up of

en and materials in the past

three months with an

for a massive military campaign against anti—governmeng msukgentf, accc;gcll.;ﬁg additional 1 800 " e A1
-to Mr Holden Roberto, president of one of the threc Angolan guerl flying in during June to join

movements.

—————— . Mr Roberto, the brother-in-
law of Zaire’s President

Mobutu Sese Seko, spoke to

Tanks, missiles
He said six Soviet ships

the 24 000 already in Angola,

Associated Press in an i g,
exclusive interview at his pliilinE hesvy arms,
guarded villa compound tanks, T-54 tanks and
across the street from missiles, had arrived at Santo
President Mobutu’s lavish Antonio do Zaire at the -
palace grounds, - mouth of the Congo River.’

He said 12 Soviet generals |

Soviet advisers had’ been

'

arrived in Angola last month ; seen at Ruacana, Ragadas, '
ngiva, Mocamedes, .
“were not aggressive enough”, Lubango,  Matala, Huambo,

Mr Roberto, president of] Uige, Bie, Luene, Dondo, .

to replace Cuban officers who | O

the FNLA, said he wanted to| D

undu and Luanda, he

iecure a strip along the coasf| claimed, and added that about.
0 order to build staging areas 20_0(_)0 African troops were J
st five naval® facilities they| training- at Lusorin central

were building or expanding o Angoia,’

Angola’s Atlantic coast,

Sources from Unita said’

“In fact_they (the Soviets| Several hundred East German,

don’t care very much abou
us, but they want to securq
their back with the Angol
Army in case they want t
attack Namibia or Rhodesia.]

Soviet and Algerian advisers
and technicians were flying
aircraft and building port
facilities at Porto Alexandre,
Barra do, Cuanzo, Ambriz, ;

He claimed that the FNL4 Ambrizette and Santo

contrelled the six northery
provinces of Angola with
population of about 1,5 of th
six-million people in th
country.

Control of bush

“The big towns are {
Cuban hands,” Mr Rober to
said, “but we control the bu
and roads. Communicatig to
between Cuban and MPL
positions (like Carmona an
Luanda) must be done | we

an

Antonio do Zaire, .

Mr Roberto’s claims could

not be verified hecause
ir}dependent observers find it
difficult to get into Angola

d if- they do -they are

escorted by MPLA officials
when outside Luanda, Only a
handful of reporters have been

guerilla-controlled areas,

~Some ports are off-limits even

Angolans, a Western'

intelligence source said, The
Soviet build-up shows the

akness of ' the regime of

F

|

plane.” President Agostinho Neto, |

Mr Roberto claimed he hd

18 000 regular guerillas ad
10000 armed civitians but
Western diplomats here said
these figures were greatly
inflated. Unita, the major
insurgent group which
controls - about one-third of
Angola in the east, central and
southern regions, claims
20000 troops 13000 of
whom are armed,
_The third guerilla group is
| the Front for the Liberation of *
| the Cabinda Enclave —

obsefvers said. — Sapa- AP

1
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#hat do you do tc solve these p

Do you discuss these problems w

other farms?

Have you ever thought of joi

changed?

Po occasional and contract worke

Will you try to come bhack to thi;

wWhy/¥hy not?

gola’ cla
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SIMON BARBER :
WASHINGTON —-The former U.S.-
-Secretary of State, Dr. Henry Kissiniger,
and the former diréctor of the Central
Intelligence. Agency, :Mr.. William Colby,
may have lied to Co

telligence committee is reliably reported to

study.

-+ CIA documents before the committee show that, contrary
to testimony by Dr, Kissinger and Mr. Colby, more than
1000000 dollars was spent on recruiting mercenaries and
that'a-number of CIA agents trained soldiers inside the
former Portuguese colony. , -

-z~ Senators and intelligence committee staff members have

| told the New York Times they believe that CIA documents,

‘icluding cables direct from Angola, already compiled, not

ﬂg_ ly-contradict statements by Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Colby,

showthat they knew their- testimony was incorrect.

; Perjury charges? . -

~ " And there is now talk in the Senate that the committee
report, which is still under wraps, should be forwarded to the
Department”"of ‘Justice by ' President Carter to determine
whether ‘perjury charges shotil d e
One of the main discrepancies: glleged to involve the
CIA’s co-operation with South Afri¢an intélligence, It is un-
.derstood that in closed hearings-in 1975 and 1976, the ad-
“ministration tried .to play down-the. link, Documents: ilow

" before the committee, it:has been-reliably learnt, show that

the CIA relayed. much:information o-South ‘Africa.

In January, 1976, Dr. Kissingér testified openly that the
CIA was not involved in the recruitment of mercenaries in
Angola. However, according to a senior CIA official, the so-
called 40 committee, a high-level policy group chaired by Dr.
Kissinger, authorised 1300000 dollars to.-sid the recruit.
ment of Portuguese mercenaries. s

to-have been “outrage
- the: disclosure. “of th

g

o e civil . war,” In
Seay, Enemies, by Mr.
John:Stockwell, former head

+ of.

. farae

. gress about the CIA .
role in the Angolan civil war, the Senate in- -

have concluded after a secret year-long -

" Dr. KiSSii}ger‘is‘rén&rt_eq
¥

CIA’s Angola task

1ts and. his .| °
,‘,were a matter of |
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- Western military experts
estimate that about 3 000-
more Cuban troops "and
technicians have moved into
“Angola since April and that
there are now nearly 1000
Soviet instructors in
Mozaimbique. o

" Their main task is to back
up the defence forces of the
two countries.

Russia and Cuba are also
posting more men’ 1o train
the Rhodesian terror armies
of the Zimbabwe African
People’s Union (Zapu) and
the Zimbabwe African
National Union (Zanu).

Several thousand Zapu
1 recruis under training in

‘§| helicopters and amphibious

Angola have been given

instructed in the use of

warfare. .

African diplomatic
sources said yesterday. that
the airlift of Cuban troops
and advisers into Luanda
had ben resumed and Cuban
troops there -exceeded
25 Q00 with thousands more
civilian experts.

In Maputo, the Mozambi-

sian instructors to arrive in-
clude many middle-ranking
officers and experts in
'l parachuting. :
" Shipments of small arms
from Czechoslovakia have

fighters and tanks have been
supplied to Mozambique
Government forces.

VSalisbury says 26 more pec-

sian bush war.

Among them -~was
Trooper Andre Johan Botes
(19) of Gwelo and Mr.

White railway man.'
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haVe been repurted: killed

“Zambia announced th e

. wére sévéral bodies in the

. made before South Africa’s -

SA stri
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on Ango

Political Reporter

Swapo has been hit much harder |

by South African forces in re-
prisal for its attacks on Katima
Mulilo than the Gevernment is
admitting, according to in-
formed sources in Pretoria.

The Times of Zambia - 1

Sald‘fizfzﬂday that: f1ght1ng n

‘had now stopped
There  has™ been no of-
ficial -Announcement from
Lysaka -pn what has happe-
ned.; the- passengers
aboard fwo-buses the Zam-
hian Geyerifment says were
“kKidnapped’™ by the South
Af,rlcan 'Ty "Stars Afri-
Se “-we reports

east 12 cmhans

and - six - wounded “sinte’

South African incursion.
A Zambiar. Government‘
spokesman ‘said ‘thexre

hospital ‘at’’ Livingstone,
the biggest Zambian town |
in the region. Nine- woun-
ded cnullans, including
two children, had been.!
admitted. ;
Swapo-Sources said they |
had evacuated their bases
in”the: Sesheke area when
they fqund out South
Africa®had located them.
“When South Africa)

struck, ' they found the i -

camps empty,” the sourees.
said. .The. statement was

L.

[
t

aITernoon on a regquest by.’

-ther African group for am

urgent ‘meeting to dedl

withthe alleged aggress.

sion against Zambia.

Complaint to UN

Kevin.. Jacobs of Tﬁe

r".;

Star’s Néw York Bureau, i

quofing ™ informed loeal
sources says South Afri-
can troops probably

., clashed. with-regular Zam-
bian - sold:ers dunng the

follomwiup 2 tipon, but
neither, Goverriment s ad-
m1ttmg it. -

‘Sovuth = Africa has com-
plained to United Nations
Secreiary-General Dr Kurt
Waldheim, c]a;mmrr a

Zambian share in the ;

bombardment .of Katima
Mulilo,

Sources say the Zambian
military umit involved 1n
the artillery duel was ap-
barently not ordered to
take part in the action,
and that the incident «m-
barrassed the Zambian Go-
vernment.

South Africa cla:ms L‘mt
Zambilan military authori-
ties knew beforehand - of
the Katima Mulilo atiack,
and - that 600 Swapo

_guerlllas were . based af

“dnfiouncement of  the ')

Swapo casualty Iist.

Security Council mem-
‘bers Hold private talks this

Sesheke at the time.
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- LONDON — Angola said
yesterday South African
charges that Angolan
- troops had tired across the
border into South West
Africa were unfounded.

cusations “make one think
‘South Africa is preparing
new aggressions against
Arigela.” D
The officer com-
manding South West

| Afriéan Command of the -

SA Gen. Jannie
Geldenhuys, said.in
- Windlioek on Wednesday

across'the border to try to.
- -stop-hundreds of refugees
tteeing into the territory.

‘Gen Geldenhuys also

The Secr

Dear

said’ ;TAng‘t;L;;ins_ .shot at a-
etady,

Angola said the ae-,

'Angola denies

across SWA border

" Angolan troops had’fired

i

youth camp in the town of
Rundu, on the South West
African side of the fron-
tier,

“It may he supposed
that the crushing of Unita
armed groups by the
MPLA is behind the pre-
sent South African
propaganda - against
Angola,”” an Angolan
spokesman was quoted as
saying. -— SAPA-RNS.
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On April Fools” Day

1976 Cuban and MPLA
troops reached
Angola’s southern

horder with Namibia.
After a civil war that
had engulfed the
country since the Por-
luguese High Com-
missioner had
declared it indepen-
dent in November
1975 (and promptly
leparted on a waiting
rigate), Russia’'s
allies of the People’s
Movement for the
Liberation of Angola,
with their Cuban
stiffening, finally took
all the country.

The world, never much
roncerned with Angola
inyway, despite its huge
ninerals and food poten-
ial, crossed it off its list of
eripheral interests.

The few Portuguese
emaining left.

Jonas Savimbl (centre) uses a map to plan strategy with two of his lieutenants whits a femate aide takes notes.

Andrew Young told the
United Nations, where he
was US Ambassador: “The
Cuban presence is a
stabilising factor.”

The South Africans,
whose flying column had
almost reached the capital,
Luanda, six months before,

.had withdrawn to brood on

American treachery.

Against odds

Holden Roberto, who had
lost most of his FNLA
troops and ‘‘Colonel””

Callan with his British
mercenaries in the north of
the country, licked his
wounds and reflected on
what might have been.

Jonas Savimbi, leader of
the third group in the civil
war, Unita, the National
Union for the Total
Independence of Angola,
which had controlled the
south, went back to the
bush. And that seemed
that.

But Savimbi is, against
the odds, the Cubans and
the ““Stalin Organs’’ of 122

mm rockets, still in the
bush. He controls an in-
creasing amount of it.

Photographer Gerald
Buthaud took a two-month
trip to Angola with Unita
earlier this year. He walk-
ed 800 km and was driven a
further 480 km. He saw just
two government
helicopters and one
government truck, which
was promptly and
successfully ambushed.

Buthaud not only walked
through five major
provinces without let or
hindrance, he also arrived
deep in Angola in a four-
engined DC-4 on a regular
Unita run. Savimbi is very
much in business.

He has an uphill fight on
his hands. Unita quit the
big town of Nova Lisboa,
now renamed Huambo, in
February 1976, and has
never regained any urban

‘base. Nor is there much

likelihood of it taking any
town in the short term.
Savimbi reckons that the
40 000 MPLA troops are
backed by 20000 Cubans

and 3 000 Nigerians. Most
Western sources confirm
the Cuban estimate, though
not the Nigerian.

The Cubans are too well

equipped te be pushed out.

of their garrisons. They
have Russian fighter-
bombers and helicopters,
jeep-mounted rocket-
launchers, heavy mortars,
40-barrelled Stalin Organs,
tanks and machine-guns in
profusion.

Major rallies
Against this, Savimbi
fields a motley army of
12 000. Although it has a
few Unimog trucks in its
heartland of Bia, Moxico
and Cuango-Cubango,
Unita . normally walks to
war in long, straggling
columns where the porters
outnumbered the troops.

The basic weapons are
Russian and Belgian
automatic rifles and a few
light machine-guns. The
small collection of ar-
tillery pieces is old enough
for 2 museum and heavy
enough to be immobile.

Nevertheless, Unita’s

ability to survive and ex-
pand is impressive.
Buthaud stayed in 10 big
permanent camps, some
with more than 2 000
people. He also went round
a network of 15 smaller
camps, bases for regular
pairols, and to half a dozen
temporary hunting camps.
At major rallies, held in
the security of the forest,
Savimbi commands
audiences of 20 000 and
more.
"His greatest shortage,
arms, is confirmed by the
ambush photographed by
Buthaud. “I was in a
camp in Cuango-Cubango
province and word came
through that a convoy
would be leaving ILonga
for Serpa Pinto in three
days. We left camp that
evening, a Tuesday, and
walked steadily through
the bush. We had very
little sleep. There was a
long way to go,”’ says
Buthaud.

‘“We got to the ambush
site at 4.30 on Friday

“hours. No

afternoon and hid along
the road. There were 70
Unita soldiers and five
porters. They had auto-
matic rifles, bazookas
and grenade launchers.

‘“We heard a truck
grinding along the road at
a quarter to six, It was a
‘Mercedes. There was a
major from Longa aboard
and 19 soldiers to look
after him. Plus a driver.
And, oddly, a woman and
child.

He opened up

“The firing started at
five to six and lasted 10
minutes. There were 21
killed — a couple of
soldiers ran off into the
bush. At the end there
was a guy under the truck
with a Russian light
machine-gun. Everyone
thought he was dead, but
he opened up and gave us
our only casualties — a
guy with his jaw blown
off, another hit in the leg
and one scratched on the
shoulder. They all lived,
but we got the machine-
gunner.

“Unita were over the
moon with the weapons
haul. They got a lot of
AK 47s and Portuguese
G3 rifles, the Russian
machine-gun, a bazooka
and a pile of ammunition.
They stripped all the
bodies of shoes and uni-
forms. Most of Unita go
barefoot; their clothes
Jarein tatters.”’

They did not stay to
celebrate. ‘*“We were
frightened of aircraft and
helicopters. There was no
defence against attack
from the air. The tactic
is to walk. And so we did,
without stopping, for 34
sleep, just
some dried meat and
manioc. Then we got to-a
hidden camp and just cra-
shed out.””

Savimbi himseif reck-
ons that he can arm only
8000 of his 12 (000 guerillas
properly. He could
va&mﬁvm _make up _this
shortfall from the South
Africans. But he is wary
of alienating potential
supporters in black
Africa and the conservat-
ive Arab states. He says
he wants a “‘good neigh-
bours’’ policy.

T™ts fine f{for Sekou
"Touré or Boumedienne to
make hysterical speeches
about South Africa. Not
for me. We are neighbours

and they are powerful

SWA /NAMIBIA

ZAMBIA

" Map shows the area in which the ambush took place.

enough to intervene
here as they wish, Of
course I'm against apart-
heid — as a black I could
hardly be anything else.
It would be a denial of
myself. But I prefer talk-
ing to fighting. When Uni-
ta is in power we will
talk. I'm not going to beg
to them and I'm not going
to be the first to go to
South Africa.
Neto a puppet
“But if Vorster wants
to discuss things I will
invite him to Angola to
see what the blacks can
do. Then T'll tell him:
‘Youw've got it ail wrong.
Change your position.” ”’
He denies ever asking
the South Africans in:
“They just came, like the
Cubans and now the
Nigerians. It was the
West that pushed the
South Africans to inter-
vene and then abandoned
them. They came and
Unita was unable to op-
pose them. The big dif-
ference today, and people
should note it well, is that
the South Africans have
gone — while the Cubans
have not. They are the
masters and Neto is their
puppet.”
" Although the leader of
the only avowedly anti-
marxist guerilla
movement in Africa, Sav-
imbi has spent a lot of
time in Russia, Eastern
Europe and China. Of
these he retains a small
affection only for China
and describes his philoso-
phy as “African social-
“ He fought nine years

against the FPortuguese,
then two years of civil
war and now two years
against the MPLA and
Cubans. He has been in
the bush for 13 years.
Now 43, he studied eco-
nomic science at Lishon
University. Like Roberto
and Neto, he had been
schooled by Protestant
missionaries in this
Catholic country.

He was originally with
Holden Roberto’s FNLA
and started Unita after a
split with him. Savimbi
still derides the FNLA
and its occasional cross-
border raids in the north.
“One of our differences
is that all the FNLA
leaders are abroad. We
don’t understand that.
The war is here and not
somewhere else,

“All Unita commanders
are in Angola. That’s
always been our policy.
It’s difficult to convince
us that people who are
sitting in Zaire are fight-
ing.”

Unita now claim to con-
trol half Angola’s six mil-
lion people. With the ri-
chest and most populous

‘part of the country in a

curve to the coast from
Lobito to Sa da Bandeira,
which is now contested by
Unita, this may not be
too far from the truth,
The Cubans will have no
difficulty in hanging on,
but they may have to stay
in Angola for a very long
time. _
And that, diplomatical-

ly, is going to be more !
and more difficult to do. —
London Sunday Times
News Service.
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AMBUSH

Gerald Buthaud walked for three days to filny
this ambush — and then fled, without stop
ping, for 34 hours to avoid Cuban air attack
. The Unita troops are desperately short o
clothes as well as Weapons and they strippec
the dead government troops of their un-
‘iforms, boots and even socks to use

~ themselves.

Mostly, the world has written off Jonas
..mmﬁ.swm (left) and his Unita troops who are
fighting a long war against the marxist -
‘government of Angola, but the Cuban
troops opposed to them ignore them at
their peri . Photographer GERAID =
BUTHAUD has just Spent two months in
southern Angola. BRIAN MOYNAHAN
spoke to him. =~ = - S

— .
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At major rallles, held In the security of the forest, Savimbi commands audiences of 20 000 and mote,
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PRETORIA — The Prime
EEE»Q.. ‘Mr P. W. Botha,
.Hmma ‘here yesterday he

nqunm:w. clearly and
_pértinently to the world

ahd the Angolan- regime
that South Africa had no
-:3::0: of attacking
Angola or of threatening
the independence of any
neighbour or country in
Africa.

*“On the nouc.mww. we
ire endeavouring to
promete independence in
-an orderly and democratic
,.nmms_o:,: the Prime
-Minister, in his amﬁmnx as
“Minister of Defénce said
5 a press mﬁmﬂmgm

It was obvious that
Swapo and its advisers, to

further their own in-

terests, would. do
everything in their power
to bring about a confron--
tation between South

‘Africa and its neighbour-

ing states-— “states with
whom we wishito live in
peace,” Mr mcﬁwmwmmmm.‘

The full -statement .
eads: - **Spurious:
_mmmﬂonm that South:

Eﬂnm is: Em:::.ﬁ. mmmnmm. :

sion against Angola. are
now being broadcast on a
large scale throughout the
world. At first I did not
deem it necessary to reply
to these allegations
because our policy in this
regard has been clearly
stated time and mmm::

‘“These m:mmmﬂo:m
have, sos,mcmw. -assumed
such dimensions that it
has now become a

‘propaganda campaign

m.WmmBmﬂ us.

"“I now want to state un-
equivocally, clearly and

pertinently to the world -

and the Angolan regime,

that South Africa has no-
intention of attacking

Angola.

S——

“‘South Africa has.

troops in the border areas
of South Wést Africa. to

meet its ow:mmﬂ:oa v

towards the local popula-

tion Ho E.oﬂmnﬁ 11 enL

against terrorism. .

“South Africa wili .m._mm.n :

:m obligations with'

. mEo_S mﬁ.mm: mo

. ﬂm_.mmﬁm. will:e
in - their vos,ma -to bring. -

m<m~.,<§5® atits &%8&
and will -protect all the
peace loving ‘people in

-South West .Africa as in
the past, against uncalled’
for intimidation and
terrorism. -Are’ Em s;E

sinuations not perhapsa

-Africa.
‘any. counts

um acs.

Q.ﬁ::._m_

Botha: Zom._ms to invade Ang

about a confrontation
between South Africa and
its neighbouring states —

.states with whom we wish

to live E peace.

. ..m.:mw are not vnmum:.mm
to accept a democratic

“solution in- South ‘West
Should- there be-.

<mmﬁwﬁ_o= in Honc in

B B

sk /AN
G_w:_w @L

moﬁ:mﬂn bbmaum
:mo:ﬂ.h bmﬂnm does not

thre % ithe  in-
depend e of any
nejghbo or -.country in

Africa:: On' the contrary,
we arel~endeavouring to

promote inde mnnmaam in
- an Sdmz andidemocratic
E& statement

18 Emszﬁm a “massive at-

“on b&momm from

South West Africa.

In a statement, the
group said South Africa’s
“imperialist strategy” was
to “destabilise Angola and

‘neutralise the just libera-.

tion struggle in Southern
Afriea” — a reference to
Swapo fighting against
South African ruie over
South West Africa.

. The group warned
South Africa *‘that its .
attempts to aggravate the
situation in that part of
Africa will not be
tolerated.” They would
support Angola and asked
all other countries to do
the same. — SAPA-AP.

———




LONDON — The Big Five Western Powers had expressed their concern to
the South African Government at the situation on South West Africa’s
border with Angola and had called for restraint by ajl parties, Britain’s
Deputy Foreign Secretary Mr. Ted Rowlands told the Commons_\:,_gyester-

" mentand Swapohave

ralleged that South’ Af: icais:
planning major. offensive
againstAngola, The South

‘Défence spokesmen in -
Pretoria have- denied the

... allegations, report_é" ipa. -

" Conversely, according to

the Mercury's, correspon-.

dent in Johanneshurg, .

- military experts have con.

. firmed reports of g mas-
sive build-up of Swapo- J
Supporting troops on the:
Angolan border, and have-
indicated. that their
bresence is connected with

- the elections in South West "
Africa, '

“We also believe reports .
of the recent arrival of
about 2000 East German
troops in Angola’to pe
reasonably reliable,” the |
sources said, S

Smokescreen -

Speculation by military
experts is tallying with a
statement released by the
Prime Minister last-week,

Mr. Botha reacted |
fiercely to overseas and
Angolan allegations that
South Africa had initiated 5
build-up of its own troops
. on the northern border and |
was- poised to strike deep |
into Angola.

B L
I

-+ Angolan sources were
1 reported as saying they
‘had sent troops to their
southern border as a buffer
- against an expected South
‘African onslaught,

Mr. Botha, however,
asked: “Are the wild in-
sinuations ang allegations
not perhaps a smokescreen
for the - activities of the

f Cubans and East Ger-
- mans?”’ .
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_CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE "

Angola was 2
tragedy. It was a
tragedy for
moderate blacks, for
radical blacks
wishing to fend off
alien influences, for
whites in southern
Africa, for. Mobutu,
Kaunda, Roberto,
Savimbi, soldiers of
fortune, Zairian in-
fantrymen, and
countless others.

Perhaps America’s
chaices were impossible
ones. 1 cannot assert any
easy confidence in the
likely success of the
course of action favoured

. by most of our task force
- o0 Angola in June 1975,

But I think we would
have done better at least
te have tried the
diplomatic option.

Shartly after the Senate
confirmed my appoint-
ment "as Assistant
Secretary on March 11
1975, T was told that a
300°000-deliar pro-
gramme of covert
support had heen approv-
ed that past January for
the veteran Angolan
liberation fighter, Holden
Roberto.

Surprise
This came as a sur-

prise. While the money
was for political actien

- and expenses, I had not

‘been aware that such
programmes were still
being approved in the
wake of the congressional
investigations and in.
terest in UUS covert ac-
tivities abroad.

1 was sworn in on April

- 2 1975. My colleagues in

the African Bureau and I
prepared a staff study on
-Angola for the Secretary
..of State, Dr Kissinger. It
was essentially a status

" iveport.

: However, the CIA scon
posed the question of sub-

stantially greater covert’

support for Reberto and
‘his FNLA, and the initia-
tien of support for Jonas
Savimbi, the head of the
second of the three main
Angolan independence

i mevements, Unita.

. ‘The third group, the
‘MPLA, was led by
Agostinho Neto, =z
socialist doctor and poet.
1 sent a memorandum
on the Savimbi mave-
ment to the Secretary on
+ May 1, 1975. That memo
pointed out that Mr

arms “everywhere,” and
added that “the wide
knowledge of Savimbi's
solicitations and subven-
tions make me sceptical
that US support coyld
long he kept secret.”

It expressed concern
about  possibie link
between Savimhbi and
South Africa, cautioning
that ‘‘the South’ Africans
have expressed interest
in providing financial
assistance.”

The conclusion was:
“*If we launeh a
programme of covert
support for Savimbi, I
thisk we must recken
with probable disclosare.
At imost we would be in a
pesition to commit
limited resources, and
buy marginal influence
... We might find
ourselves drawn in
deeper very fast, as the
fighting produces more
intense pressures for
arms and ammunition —
as well as money.

““The political price we
might pay — as reports

of bloodshed and alleged

]

atrocities multiply —
would, T believe, exceed
the possibility of ae-
complishment.”

Opposed

A National Security
Council Task Force of
which I was chairman op-
posed military interven-
tion and favoured an ef-
fort to achieve a peaceful
solutien through dipio-
matical - political mea-
sures,

The “diplomatic ap-
tion” would have had us
urge Portugat to play a
stronger - but impartial
role, We would have en-
couraged Poriugal and in-
fluential African
governments to press the
USSR to reduce its sup-
pert to Neto and the
MPLA.

The Task Forec’s
‘“‘diplomatic option’’
favoured the US working
in concert with Tanzania,
Zambia and Zaire to
reduce the arms flow to
Angola, :

The Task Toree saw
one of the advantagesof a
diplomatic-pelitical ef-
fort as the chance that
the factional competition
within Angola might be
shifted back toward the
political arena, thereby
improving FNLA and
Unita prospects and
reducing the likelikood of
Soviet arms determining
the outcome.

an effort might reduce
the danger of big-power
“confrontation and might
further our poliey of sup-
porting peaceful solutions
on that continent.

We felt it would reflect
our recognition that
Angola was basicaily an
African problem, and
that Africans could and
should play a major role
ir an Angolan seiution.

Regarding the option of
covert military interven-
tien, the Task Force
pointed out that such in-
tervention would commit
US resources and

- prestige in a situation the
outcome of which was in
doubt, and over which we
could at hest exercise

limited influence. ’

The report also observ-
ed that US military in-
tervention might con-
tribute to increased in-
volvement by the Soviet
Union and other foreign

poewers. The Task Force

noted that there wouid be
high risk of exposure, and
that such exposure would
have a negative impact
on our relations with
other contending fac-
tions, with a number of
African states, with Por-
tugal, with socialist and
Third Werld countries,
and with large segments
of the US public and
Congress.

Violence

The Task Force pointed
to the fact that covert
military involvement
would probably increase
the level of violence, with
all the foreign and
domestic consequences
for the US, If widespread
tribal or racial
massacres should occur
— a distinct possibility, it
was noted — our support
for one or more of the
contending forces could
beeome a significant
‘political issue.

in a memorandum teo
State Department Under-
secretary Mr Joseph J
Sisco, 1 argued against
covert dintervenmtion in
these terms:

““Unless

we are

~ prepared to go as far as

neeessary, in world
balance of power terms
the worst possible out-

" come would be a test of

will and strength which
we lose,

*'The CIA paper makes
clear that.in the best of
circumstances we won't
be able to win. If we are

“another

with the Soviets, we
should find a more ad-
vantageous place.”

A small ad hoc working
group was formed to

refine the covert action

proposal and answer the
questions not satisfac-
torily resolved. I attend-
ed two sessions of this
working group.

On July 16 { sent Under-
Secretary Sisco another
memo, with a copy to Dr
Kissinger: o

“In the four days since
Iy memorzgidum to you
of July 12, the situation in
Angola has importantly
changed:

® We have evidence the
Soviets are  introducing

more, heavier and
more sophisticated
weapons, . . . ‘

® The MPLA appears

to have accomplished the

expulsion of the FNLA
from Luanda; substantjal
numbers of FNLA troops
have surrendered, , . .

Argument

® South Afriea is
Teported to be giving
Roberto some support.

“If it were not true
hefore, it seems clear
now that it is unrealistic
to think in terms of a
programe that could he
both effective and
covert,”’

.

On the foilowing day, .

July 17, 1 sent Under-
Secretary Sisco still
meamnrendnm

Kissinger. While continu-
ing to argue against in-
tervention, it alse
addressed the fall.
hetween-two-stools
argument:

“. .. So far as the CIA
draft Action Plan is con-
cerned, my view — which
1 have expressed — is
that the measures
proposed are inadeguate
to accomplish the pur-
poses outlined.”

The CIA Action Plan

was considered once
again by the review board

that passes on .covert -

operations abroad, it was

given to President Ford,

angd approved.
Dr Kissinger assured
me afterwards that he

 had described my views

fully and clearly to the
President.

When I received word
that the President had
decided to go ahead with
the proposed covert ac-
tien programme, I sub-
mitted my resignation as
Assistant Secretary.

Weeks later the story of
my resignation broke'in
the Washington Post. 'The
‘“‘cover story” put out by
officials was that I had
decided that I was “work-
ing against too many psy-
chological obstacles.”

Although prepared to
bear up with the only
possible expianation of
my resignation that
would not “blow open'

oy

tha Anmals f=gpm.

the weeks that followed
‘galling,

On September 25 the
Mew York Times
reported that both East
and West, including the
US, were pouring
raillions of doilars covert-
ly inte Portugal and
Angola. N

It was, and stili is, a
mystery to me why this
report had so little public
impact in the US when it
was published,

On December 14 1975,
the New York Times

revealed my opposition to
the covert intervention in
Angola, the substance of
my reasons for it, and its
relation to my
resignatien. This did
crieate a stir.

Escalating

! do not know whether
this story triggered the
introduction  and Senate
passage on December 19
of the Tunney Amend-
ment against further
covert aid te Angola.

It was clear by that
time that a large and
rapidly escalating
military  and - financial
commitment would have
been neéessary to have
any hope of blocking an
MPLA victory.

For whatever reason,
Congress.declined to sup-
port further covert in-
tervention. In Angola, op-

TN L2 F Iy

Virtually everybody
has subsequently
characterised our
Angaolan involvemnent as a
costly failure. There has
bheer much argument,
however, over where to
place the responsibility.
The Ford Administration
blamed congressional un-
willingness to face up to
the hard facts of inter-
national life and Soviet
power,

Congressionnl critics
said the Administration's
secret policy and the ef-
fort to implement it hy
steaith were doomed
from the start.

Interventions

The major interven-
tions by Cuba, Zaire and
South Africa - and the
covert CIA programme
—- all occurred during the
Iatter half of 1975,

It may be helpful to take
a careful look at ‘the
chronological sequence of
over a dozen actions by a
haif-dozen intervening
powers over that period

however, that the time
sequences are not always
exactly known, and that
cause and effect do not
necessarily conform to
the time relationships,

JULY 1975: Ia the
course of the menth, 40 to
506 additional Cuban ad-
visers for Neto and the
MPLA came to Angola
via Conge-Brazza-ville.

{There had been up to
100 Cubar advisers in
Angola for at least
decade, and the build-up
from that number to
roughly 236 had already
started in the first half of
1975). .

In mid-July, President
Mobuts of Zaire sent a
eommando company and
an armoured-car
squadron across the
border and into combat in
northern Angola.

Factions

By then, according to
intelligence reports,
South Africa was sup-

_ porting the {wo factions.

fighting against the

Mr Nathaniel Davis. American |
Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs at the time of the
1975 Angola war, tells in this arti-
cle the story of how he failed to
persuade President Ford and Dr
Henry Kissinger to foliow the
“diplomatic option” in facing the
problem of Soviet, Cuban, Zairian

Ny

R ng forees wer

Eouth tow
and the |
_,,ms._mn colemn

iw borth, The C
hm Siepped up ¢
w35 five troop i1
™, and there
®aed Cuban se
" troops were

Phitted to battl
®numbers and ti
B the advanc
"&s on the north
Muth,

and South African intervention in [, JUARY is%: B,

Angola.

Instead the President approved
American covert action which,
it became known, was
blocked by Congress. :

Mr Davis says that Cuban
troops were sent to Angola con-
siderably earlier than the South
African-led strike in the country,
but it could be true that subse-
quent large-scale commitment of
Cuban troops to battle was a reac-
tion to the South African-led

when

strike.

heavier and more sephis-
ticated weapons supplied
by the USSR, were
suceessfully driving the
FNLA from the city,

In Washington, the Ad-
ministration decision in
favour of covert military
intervention was  being
made on or about July 17,
and concrete implemen-
tation followed very
quickly.

AUGUST 1975: In the
second week of Angust,
two ' additional Zairian
paratroep companies

were committed to action

in Angola. At ahout the

same time, South African .

troops (which may have
moved just inside Angola
in June) ocecupied the
Kunene Dam complex in
southern Angola,

Base

The Cuban declsion to
send combat troops to
Angola was being made
in Havana, presumably in
consultation with

Moscow. (The decision in

Havana must have heen
made before the end of
August if one considers
when troeps carried by
ship arrived in Africa).
SEPTEMBER 1975:
Early in the month,
Seviet-made 122 mm
rockets were committed
to battie north of Luanda.
In mid-September ‘two
more Zairian battalions

.and advisers arrived by

part of the me
Mwere 10 080 to 1
“B'%t troops fightin
"a, backed by
fogly sophistic:

™ weaponry,
! FNLA-Zair
" in the north g
‘Ithe South Afric
't south withdr
n UNITA v
“helmed in the se
! ventional comb.

ks the forego
ology answer

gom of which si
il the other to
ine?

i depends, to so
&, on the perspect
{ beholder. Ango
psmmen and Fi
70 have th
nr: it was Sol
4m ‘‘aggression &
win’? that trigge
iwban military

sition.

Earlier

wever, if this ref
» South African
it force that roll
8 sonth-cent:
w2 in October,

we noted that Cub
i had been sent
la eonsiderah
.

mé_:.“_ be true tl
pscale commitme
fpam troops to bat
¢ Teaction to t
5 African-led stril
speed and size

By the latter part of
September the South
Africans were shipping
military material to the
FNLA and UNITA forces,
and had established 2
training base for the
FNLA in south-east
Angela. In the latter part
of the menth, Cuban
treops arrived by ship in
Pointe Noire (Congo.
Brazzaville) and ad.
ditional Cuban trainers

air.

OCTOBER 1975: A
South African-led strike
foree was nm:n:_maﬁ t e
battle in the latter part of 2 .
the month and ﬂum% G .waBoE m__mwomp._
spectacular advances i (fR€ T Mm_mw sma
south-central Angola. ], :pech Us ne
late October, am ag. ¥ ©25€.
ditional Zairian batialigy re I8 little guesti
went south, Cuban troap; pmaller-seale Sou
arrived in greater g Involvement
numbers. : |2 preceded the d

NOVEMBER- ,of large numbers

3 fr.
DECEMBER 1975: T the cira ¥ bt - oo
first days of November,a "cpnah interventi
mixed Angolan-Zaitin ‘jod South Afric
force moved against? aang.
Cabinda, which was _ﬂw of the major a
successfully defended by ntered the drama
MPLA troops reinforcej ¥ o rcnmbered |
by Cuban advisers. | ooa0e of the pas
Americans Wwer \Jy can make a ve
evacuated, and the “Jaim to have be
American Consulate. jed: until provoked
General closed o 7 :
November 3, eight day, &
before the Portugues jnted by permissi
retired and the MPpl, i Foreign Affair

arenlqimed  Anoalar (1 T T o PO ST
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~ Deur. CHRIS VERMAAK
SWART Angolese en die re-
gerende MPLA is in "n bittere
geloofstryd gewikkel, Volgens
berigte. wat deur waarnemers
in Suld-Afrika ontvang word,
het die MPLA in die laaste
maande:; sy - terreur teen die

~kerk .\:jirgkerp nadat- duisende
Angolése duidelik bewys het
dat hiille nie' bereid is om

=hiil geloot prys te gee nie.

. Die oorwegend Rooms-
Katolieke bevolking'daag nou
in groter getalle as coit tevore

" by:dienste op terwyl politieke
byeenkomste van die MPLA
al hoe swakker bygewoon
word. . '

..~ Drastiese maatreéls is die
laaste tyd toegepas -om die
invloed van die kerk hok te
slkian. 1n Luanda is die Kato-
licke radiostasie en die Kato-
lieke stigting Cas does Rapzes

.do Luanda (Huis 'van die

.| Seunis- van Luanda) genasio-

i naliseer.

_lese te verhinder om Christe-"

AEN'S MOVENMENT REPLY

Op Lubango - (voorheen
Mossamedes), naby die Suid-
wes-grens, heers daar nog ver-
warring na di¢ MPLA gepro-
beer het om 'm klooster oor
te neem. Toe die MPLA die
klooster met al sy besittings
wou _opeis, het die biskop
van Huila die nonne en pries-
ters opdrag gegee om vas
te staan. Fapla, die MPLA-
leér, het dit toe met geweld
oorgengem, {

onne, jong dogters en sol-
date van Fapla bewoon nou
die klooster in 'n atmosfeer
van die uiterste spaniiing. Dit
is nie ongewoon dat soldate
skote in die kerk afirek terwyl
daar aanbid word nie.

Die Russe en Kubane rol
ook enige soort klip in die
pad van vrye aanbidding

So is die tradisionele karna-
valdatum byvoorbeeld van
Februarie na die Pase. ver-
skuif om die Katolieke Ango-

like byeenkomste by te woon.

f'hbvemenf members.

re appaliced by the nalvety of the §.5.0. editors'
entitled YA Critigue of Bourgeois Feminizm'in

tike to point out some of +the comblined

nuddled thinking thal appear in their article,.
ovement should be confines {tself to stating the
ofitical movement?®, "It must, therefore, identify
uctures of soclety”™. To essume that faciors such
juatter-camps and the role of women in these' have
ly, «by the U.C.T. Women's Movement indicates that
Hrect knowledge of discussions and projects

A notable difference being
trhaps more awarc-of the discrepancy between
mtinually produce and reproduce the structural
and developing what the writer idealistically
actice'from within the context of such an

as a white university, To theorize around the
Iiberation of all men and women" is mere

wrn itseff with specific oppression. Separatism

- other oppressed groups. '
nts as the'fundamental contradiction that ex sts

aadiction Is never examined in detail) and saying
" betwean social classes Then assumes secondary

- falls to realise thalt he/she moves from stating

g DasTC temi ATST tenet to attack one particular feminist stance - radical feminism
(not *o be confused with Marxist, Soclalist, Liberal or Leshian Feminism) which is
only one of the numerous positions heid by U.C.T. women within the 'umbrella’

organization of the movement,

This article is a misinformed attempt to sterecotype

the U.C.T. Women's Movement into an homogenous radical-feminist group and attack
its policies accordingly.

By a process of flawed illogical reasoning several false conclusions are deduced,

the most erroneous of which concerns "consciousness~raising.

No feminist

position in any Women's Movement would endorse a description of "consclousness—~

raising" as an involvement with personal issues.

It is clear that, despite The

tfedious catalogue of fundamentals, the writer has failed to appreciate The basic
fact that "women's problems"- rape, the pili, abortion etc., are not personal and
private problems and That the smali group facilitates the crucial transition in

awareness from the personal to the political.
consciousness there can be no mass political consciousness.

Without individual political
A practical examptle

gf this is the "speaking bitterness" sessions held by small groups of Chinese
peasant women, which played a vital role in their mobilisation. '

The cultural condi*ions of peopte's lives are as important as the economic basis

of thelr oppressiot in determining._consclousness,

in speaking of *the very real

contradictions tha* exist between bourgeois women who experience thelr oppression
as discrimination and working class women who experience their oppression as
essentlally exploitation™ a dichotomy is being set up between the 'bourgeois’
psycho-sexual forms of oppression on the one hand and the 'real'® material forms
on the other substituting a mechanistic model of class relations for a more

profound understandin
reinforce each other,

g of how These ftwo aspects of oppression depend upon and

T?e mock-warning that "inadequate strategies™ could ensure that "Women's
liberation is not achieved simultaneousiy with the iiberation of men..." shows
no cognisance of the historical fact that in no third world revoiution +his
century have women, by fighting alongside men, come anywhere near achieving
equality, simultaneously or after the revolution.

continues/...
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The Star’s Africa
News Serviece

Unita believes it has
sufficient arms and
popular support to con-
tinue the guerilla war
In Angola for as long
as  necessary, but
would welcome Wes-
tern allies in what it
sees as a final battle
against Soviet imperia-
lism in Southern Af-
rica.

In an exclusive inter
view recently tape recor
ded somewhere in the
southeast Angolan bush,
Unita president Dr Jonas
Savimbi said: “We are
fighting, opposing Rus-
sians here, when we are
trying to liberate our own
country from a colonial
bondage.

“We hope that the Wes.
tern countries will take us
as allies, because what he
Rugsians are aiming at is
to try to bring under
their control, under their
zone of
whole of Africa.”

OUTSIDE BASES

Dr Savimbi said when
the war was finished, Uni-
ta would favour an open
economy, and there would
be a debate on national
issues to decide who

wquld be allies of Angola,

Unita did not, however.
have or want any bases
outside Angola, and if
necessary could win the
war alone, Dr Savimbi
said.

Outside bhases would

influence, the

make Unita subject to poi-
itieal pressure from the
host countries when deci-
sions had to be made.

-Unita was prepared to
face a long war if neces-
sary.

STRATEGY

During the ecivii war
Unita received “a lot of
material from friendly
countries,” and while
some of it had been cap-
tured by the MPLA (“we
see some of their soldiers
armed with our guns™),
many arms caches and
stockpiles had not been
discovered.

“We still have enough
arms and ammunition to
keep us fighting for a
long time.”

The Unita war strategy
was to engage the enemy
only when it was to the
guerilla’s advantage.

The primary aim was
to urotect Unita.suppor-
ters wherever possible.

The war was not a con-

| ght 0
" Savimbi from the

-

Jonas Savimbi (centre} on the.mar ch somewhere

ventional one in ferms of
offence and defence, hut
one of survival, Dr Savim-
bi said. :

“To survive, Unita has
to employ flexible tactics,
which means that we will
net provoke an enemy
whom we know will erush
us.”

MOVES STUDIED

"For the past nine
months Unita has been
moving its operations
through a series of
planned stages. First the
guerillas, many of whom
had never been in a bush
war before, had to make
contact with the emnemy
40 that the soldiers will
get used to the fire.,”

. Unita then “studied.the
attitudes of the Cubans
and the Russians, how
they attack, how they
withdraw, how they encir-
cle our forces.”

Unita then tested itself
n confrontations with
MPLA-Cuban forces and is
now directing 1fs efforts

NS

n, Says

bus

in southern Angola.

at “confusing the enemy.”

“If we pass the test of :

confusing the enemy we
think this will give us
plenty of time to plan

real operntions.” Dr Sav.
imbi said.
The objective was to

wreck the economy of the
country so that the MPLA
could not pay for the war

and  would lose what
“popular support it had.
Bridges were Dilown umn.

the vital Benguela rajlway
line kept closed through
sahotage, and roads weie
unsafe for travel wherever
Unita operated.

IN RUINS

“But when finaliy peace
vomes T think the stryue-
tures, the economy of the
country will be in ruins.”

There were problems
and harassment from the
Cubang and MPLA, but
Unita supporters had ad-

hered to party principles !

and the movement had
“Rrassroots” support gver

the areas in whieh it was

| operating, = -

The territory was too
vast for the MPLA to rule
without ‘cé-operation from
Unita, and the more difii-
Cult things hecame for the
MPLA. the more repres
Sive they hecame, with
th'e effect that more
People came’ to Unijta, Dr
Savimbi claimeg.

Unita was -confident it
would win the wap,

Dr Savimbi and his men
are prepared to fight the
1\]15’LA and Cubans as they
cll
nine years .-
bush,” constantly moving,”
constantly harassing,

the . Portuguese. for -
deep.in the-
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S-Unita

~ soldiers
 accused

'The-Star’s Africa News
s Service 7
WINDHOEK —Soldiers of

 the Unita and FNLA move-

ments. aré terrorising peo-
ple in north-cast Owambo,
it is reporied- today. ‘

. They -are believed 1o
have - been ' baged In
Owambo since- the start of
the MPLA purge In south

- Angola.

" The soldiers are said fo
be .well equipped and

patrolling the area in big
trucks. :

IDENTIFIED
" Insurgents of the South
‘West' African Peoples Or-
ganisation are known to he

" active in the area.

. But the locals have iden-
titied the soldiers as Ango-
lan speaking; :
© This -‘has been denied,
however, by the: Chief
Minister” of Owambo, Fas-
tor Cornelius Ndjoba.

" 'He -said Swapo’ insurg-
ents were the only ones ac-
tive in the area.

" He declined to comment

on the incidents, saying it :

was a miilitary- matter.
' © JARASSED

It is said there - was
harassment at Omundaun-
gilo, an Owambo village

- close to the Angolan bor-

der, just before Christmas.
- A pgroup of 30 young
girls fled through the bush
to Eenhana. ’

_On New Year’s Eve and

in the past few days new
groups have arrived there
sayinig all the Omundaun-
gilo people have fled from
their homes. : i
Three men are said]to
have been killed and many
beaten up and abducted.
. Pregnant women and
small girls are reported to
have been raped.

|
|




This series of articles is ?QE LUIS NOUEQGMm a m-.cn.nn. :
m.namo.m..ouﬂ Angolan who spent wuamw._cm his life in F:mumﬂ

He has covered the Congo - and Wummumn civil'wars and 1 Boﬁﬂ
_supports Unita. He has heen for some years a _ocﬁ.mmwcb&mﬁu
~of The mﬁmu s Africa News Service and several other
qu-.um:c:m_ niedia. My ﬂamﬂmdmm has' just muu@um@m _m—.oﬁw a
six monihis® trek’ om uoﬁmE% m ooo km Eaﬁmuu the r.:mm o
dEnm..moBEﬂmm. moﬁrou.n mmnﬂaﬁ OmM..Pbmowu to see the' ‘war
and meet Dr Jonas ‘Savimbi. No oz‘:ﬂ. journalist has

spent so much time there.




- The Unita patyo] guid-
ing Luis Rodrigues in
his search for Unita

| leader Jonag Savimbi

moved near the Ben-

guela railway line, a

vital  Jink between

Zaire, Zambia and the

Angolan borts which

Unita keeps wrecking.

They intended to show
im how they eould

blow up the line . , .
“I" do neot think the

railroad will evyey really

Oben  up. Everyone was

happily removing  rajlg,

blewing up eculverts and
in a genera] Way creating
havoc with the railread.

“I saw one train hlown
up with a very simeple but
effective devige, A hole
was dug ynder a sleeper
on the [ine hetween two
sharp bends,

“Three or four 60 mm
mortar bombs were put in
the hole and lightly
covered with sand, Then a
Claymore anti-personnel
mine was put on top of
' t below the

“The pressure of the
train  forceg the sleepey
down, setling off the Clay-
more, which in tyrn deto-
hates the mortar bombs,

“The day of the ambush

sat ahout g kilometre
away from the line with
an  ambush group, and
‘ivatehed through binoca.

ars,

“The train did not hlow
its whistle when it came
they do in the mg.
vies, It just chugegea along

at ahbout 30 to 40 kmyn,
here were ne soldiers
visible on and no

machine-guns mounied,

Engine blew up

‘““The train moved
around the bend and intg
the ampush Zone, and sygd-
denly there was a huge
explosion, The engine was
blown off the tracks,

“It lay off g the left
with the wheels in the air
along with the tender and
the first cars.

“It was really like Law.
rence of Arabia stuff, The
engine driver wag killeg
and the stoker was

W u

a

P

“It was real Lawrence of Arabia stuff,”

writes LUIS RODRIGUES,

watched his patro]
the Benguela line,

who
blow up a train on
He spent six

months in the Angola bush, and here

is his report on the

war there for

The Star’s Africa News Service,

thrown out, net even
wounded, which was g
&ood  thing, because he
Wwas a Unita man,

‘““An RPG.7 rocket
slammed intg the second
carriage, angq machine.
Suns opened up. Then we
saw  white handkerchiefg
being waved, and people
ran into the bush, Others
jumped from the {rain
with their hands up,

“Some of those who ran
to the bush were shot and
went down, It jg very
funny withoug being fun-
ny the way People g¢
down when they are shot.

"It seemed a5 if seme-
body just. teok the legs
from the bodies, and they
went down,”

When the
shers moveqd

Unita amby.
in en the

train everyone claimed to
e 3 i

identity cards,

Brute force

An ambuysh was set for
any MPLA troops whe
might he gep to investj.
Sate why the train  wag
late. Five arrived on g
Zanger's trolly ang were
Eflled.

While Rodrigues was in
the area 3 report camte in
of another train  which
Was  amhusheq and 150
Prisoners takep,
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Sugar fall may lead
4l

The Star ‘Bureau

LONDON — The eco-
nomic situation in
Cuba is believed to be
creating pressures for
a withdrawal — or at
least a big reduction
— in the Cuban pres-
ence in Southern Af-
rica.

It is assumed that Rus-
sia foots most of the bill,
in money terms, for the
maintenance of the 14 000
to 18000 Cuban soldiers’
— roughly 10 percent of
the Cuban Army — in
Angola, writes Ernest
Conine of the Los Angeles
.Times, -

But these soldiers pos-
sess fechnical skills that,
‘while extremely valuable
‘o the new marxist regime
in Angola, are badly
needed back home,

Conine peoints out that
there have been reports of
severe economic difficul-
ties in Cuba growing irom
a disastrous drop in sugar
prices to little more than
a tenth of the level pre-

vailing two years ago. Des- -

pite attempts to diversify
the -economy, sugar ac-
counts for 86 percent of
Cuba’s export earnings,

CONSEQUENCES

The consequences are
being .feit: in the form of
tighter rationing, drastic
limits on imports of so-
called luxury goods, and
.4 .drag - on development
~plans, .

iSimultaneously with the
. -reports of economic dif-

figulties have come reports
thit - the Cuban Govern-
ment would like to reduce

)
Bresident Ford

its role. in Angola and con-
centrate on solving its
difficulties at home.

1f the reports are true,
says Conine, the stage may
soon be set for a resump-
tion of efforts to get US
relations with Cuba back to
normal.

The countries were edg-
ing cautiously towards ne-
gotiations until Cuba sent
troops to Angola towards
the end of 1975. Washing-
ton’s stiff reaction stopped
the negotiation move in its
iracks.

MUBDSLINGING

President Ford called Dr
Fidel Castro an “interna-

tional outlaw” for inter-
vening in Angola and
warned that continued

Cuban meddling in Puerto

Rico would be considered’

an “unfriendly act.”

Dr Castro called Mr
Ford a “vulgar liar” and
announced his intention to
extend military and peli-

ltical _support to “progres-

ST LE e

Prime Minister Castro

sive movements” where-

ever and whenever he
chose. :
Since then, however,

there has been a change.
In October, Dr Castro
accused the US of being
invelved in the bombing
of a Cuban airliner in
which 73 people died, and
said he intended to tear
up the anti-hijacking
agreement with the US.

In the same speech he
was careful to suggest an
interest in discussing a
new agreement with Wash-

ington, and early in De-

\\%Cuan pull-out .

cember Dr Castro’s young-
er brother and Armed
Forces Minister, Mr Raul
Castro, made a speech
extending what was re-
garded as an olive branch
to the incoming Carter
Administration.

OWN TERMS

These cautious signals
coincided with the reports
of economic difficulties in
Cuba and the evident wish
tn reduce the Angola com-
mitment.

Conine says Cuban sol-
diers may yet end up
fighting in Rhodesia or
South West Africa, "in
which cage US-Cuban re-
lations will obviously be-
come worse rather than
better.”

It could turn out, too,
that while Dr Castro
genuinely wants improved
relations and the economiic
advantages that these
would bring, he wants
normal relations only on
his own terms.

The Commission on US-
T.atin American Relations,
a highlevel group, has '
urged President - elect .
jimmy Carter to seek
hetter relations with the
Castro regime on a gradual
and reciproeal basis.
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“1 crossed the border 1
an  absolutely under-
ground way with three
Unita people as guides.

“After a couple of days
I was picked up: by my
escort of 70 armed men
whick was to accompany
me to Savimbi’s base.”

The group, armed with
machiné-guns, mortars
and anti-tank weapons,
moved with an advamnce
guard of 15 men about
500 m ahead, depending
on the f{errain, and a
rearguard about 300 m
back from the main
group.

“Our normal walk
would he about 4 or 5
km/h at the beginning,
but when I shed my ex-
cess fat we could do 6 to
7 km/h,

- “The wuniforms of the

Unita soldiers were a mot-
ley of capiured MPLA and
Cuban uniforms and those
typical camouflage suits
you find in the Tanzanian
army, as well as ex-
Portuguese uniforms and
some civilian clothing.

Sun brutal

“For weapons they had
Portuguese G-3 rifles, Bel-
gian FNs and some cap-
tured Kalashnikovs.

“There was also a much
prized American Browning
machine-gun. Antitani
weapons were either the

A Unita patrol crosses a main road on

E 2 P Al
Sporting the start of
American LAWS, Portu-
guese bazooka-type or the
Russian RBRPGT7, which
they consider the best of
all.”

The terrain varied from
dense forest to scrub
bush, savannah and deep
sand. The san was brufal
during the day, but tem-
peratures dropped te near
freezing at night.

Rodrigues e¢rossed the
border with five Lknap-
sacks earrying milk, sugar,
tea, coffee, sali, maize
flour, and a wide range of
medicines including anti-
biotics, snake-bite serum,
malaria tablets, pain-
killers and vitamin pills.

On the run

“My plan was to ge in,
talk to Savimbi and make
a gquick getaway. 1
thought T would be inside
only about two nonths.

“But as I went in, the
problem of meeting Sav-
imbi became complicated
becanse the MPLA had
launched an offensive teo
clear the Benguela rail-
road for the reopening.”

The Cuban-MPLA forces
tried to catch Savimbi
and his top men.

“Savimbi was Lept on

4

what was to

‘,(&

the ron. The first leg of
our trip was 300 km. and
it was then we found the
first MPLA troops trying
to locate us.

“When they were going
after Savimbi the MPLA
captured a capiain of one
of the rearguard units left
to fight it out with them,
He told them Savimbi was
actually moving slowly
because he was expecting
me. At that point {he
MPLA Lknew there was a
foreign journalist there,
s¢ they made a separate
bid to try and get that
journalist,”

“Unita moved up and
down densely-forested
mountaing in the area,
while Cuban and MPLA
columns followed the
rviver valleys with me-
chanised infaniry bhacked
hy artiltery, heavy mor-
tars, aircraft and helicop-
ters. Fhey alse called on
jet fighters and ground
support for problem
spots.

**The patiern was like
that used hy the Ameri-
cans in  Vietnam. They
sent 12000 troops inte an
area higger than France.
Th!is effort was bound to
fait.”

the way towards the populous central region to meet Sawimbi.

bacome a luxuriant beard, Luis Rodrigues writés up his diary at a makeshift
table deep in the Angolan bush. A radio gives him a tenuous link with the outside world

Unita patrols attacked
small patrols of MPLA
and Cuban treops.

“After grabbing the fal-
len enemy’s auntomatic
rifles, ammunition and
other valuable items such
as knapsacks, beots and
salt — the most important
of all items in the bush —
they would melt back into
the bush.”

Under orders from Sav-
imhbi and Unita
Commander-in-Chief  Col-
onel Samuel Chiwale, the
Unita guerilla comman-
ders were acting indepen-
dently and making ase of
ammunition dumps.

Rodrigues’s group,
which included a retinue
of porters doubling as
cooks, batmen and general
help as well as 12 wives of
members of the column.
totalled abouit 135 people.

From what they saw
and from reports of pris-
oners they concluded that
ahout 2000 men, six ar-
moured scont cars, fwo
helicopters and three air-

craft were looking for
them.

Moving fast and off the
beaten  tracks, the Unita
group had no trouble
aveiding its pursuers, *We
used to laugh at fthem
until one day ¥ wag too
exhausted to go on,

Had to rest

“On July 20 in the
morning we crossed a
road and found fresh’
armoured-car and large
truck tracks.” .

They moved quickly
over several ridges, and
then crossed the tracks of
an MPLA patrol en the
edge of a stream.

“We had heen on the
move since hefore dawn,
and had covered about 33
knt. T could not go en in
the heai. and bhad to
rest.”

But the Enta ftracks
ceould not he covered, and
the MPLA patrol was ab
most ceriain o come hack
down the stream . . .

TOMORROW:

tnder atiack!




3

Lo
e

“Some track was ripped
up, and when the engine
stopped a LAWS anti-tank
missile was fired into the
hoiler. Steam whoeshed
out, and smoke belehed,
Machine-guns opened up,
and people came out with
their hands up.

“Op the train were 150
MPLA political activists
who were Dbeing carrled
for the formal opening of
the line at Texeira da
Sousa {(on the Zaire bor-
der — the ceremony
never took place).

“They were arrested,

FRE O SIS W
Unita replenishes its arms supplies by capturing MPLA and Cuban weapens wh

and when I left Angola
they were in one of Uni-
ta’s central hases working
in the fields planting man-
ioc and making them-
selves useful under the
watchful eyes of Unita-
soldiers.

“There were also five
Cubans on the train who
joined the 11 Cubans al-
ready held in the central
ZOmes.

Hate Cubans

“Savimbi told me he was
ready to negotiate for the
prisoners with the Inter-
national Red Cross, but

Once a secretary, now in the bush with Unita, this pretty Angolan girl and
help run camps for Unita guerilias.

others like her

was doubiful that the
MPLA would allow the
Red Cross to negotiate as
thai would be tantamount
to recognising the enor-
mous influence Unita has
in the country.”

The pairol escorting
Rodrigues retreated intoe
the bush afier the train
attacks, Then they heard
Savimbi was heading into
the heavily-populated
areas around Huambo
(formerly Nova Lishea),
so they headed there too.

For the mnext nighis
they slept in the villages,
and the Unita men heid
political meetings, some-

times attended by up to
3 000 people.

The people expressed
no fear of the MPLA,
only contempt for them
and hatred for the Cu-
bans.

Gained weight

“The Cubans they are
afraid of, and they hate.
When they say Cubans
and Russians, they spit. It
is funny how in the vil-
lages the young people
have a wide vrange of
insults. When they call
someone a Cuban it ends
up in blows.”

many

erever possible. These were taken during a raid on Nhonga.

The people fed the pat-
vol, and Rodrigues put
back some of the 30 kg of
mass he had lost on the
march., But his presence
with the patrol required
explaining.

“As I had grown a
beard, they didn’t like me
in some instapces because
they thought I was a
Cuban.”

Some of the meetings
were held less than 5 km
from large towns. Troops
came in often from forays
against MPLA-Cuban
pases and patrols with
weapons they had cap-
tured.

There were few ar
moured vehicles in the
area, however, as most of
them had been moved to
the south for an offensive
which sent thousands of
refugees pouring inteo
Owambaoland.

Phile we were waiting
for Savimhl 3L was propos.
e 1o me that 9 move 500
Lkm 1o see whar vus Toing
en in the socuth,

“¥ was feeling very
and decided to go.”

fit,

TOMORROW :
I come to “The
End of the
World” — and
meet Savimbi

at last.
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De Wet puts the
blame gn

WINDHOEK. — Units of
the Angolan liberation
movements, Unita and the
FNLA were not respon-
sible for alleged atrocities

. in north-eastern Owambo
‘during the past few weeks,

Mr Jannie de Wet, Com-
missioner-General . for the
Indigenous Peoples of

South West Africa said at

Oshakati yesterday.

Mr De Wet was com-
menting on reports that
members of the two libera-
tion movements whg op-
posed the Angolan MPLA
government had been res-
ponsible for a reign of ter-
ror in north-eastern Owam-
bo since Christmas.

The Chief Minister of

Owambo, Pastor K. Ndjo- -

ba, said earlier that re-
ports about atrocities in
Owamb o perpetrated by
Unita and FNLA units had
been started by terrorists
of the South West Africa

cle ;%E
PE&EBbles” Organisation
(Swalpo).

Mr De Wet said he
found evidence that Swapo
was active in the Omun-
daungila area where the
atrocities were alleged.

Allegations of murders,
rape and abductions by
well-equipped units of

Unita and the FNLA was
Swapo propaganda, Mr:

De Wet said.
“The Angolans, mostly

‘women, crossing the bor-

der now are not refugees
at all,” he said. “These
people are purely cros
sing the bhorder for food
and other hasic commodi-
ties.

“In reality, they are
illegal immigrants and I
am going to have .urgent
talks with the Owambo
cabinef and the South Af-
rican Government as soon
as possible,” he said.
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— Mole
pohce ofﬁcers

rAngolan

.'have been sentenced to
180 days ‘labouring in
“Fields . for- corruptlon,f
drinking: and ‘thefts <~

) SAPA RINS. .



E through

| World,” and to a tum-
§ ultuous meeting with

LUIS RODRIGUES, the
" Portuguese-horn Angolan who
f# spent six months in the
§ Angolan bush in quest of the
8 Unita leader ‘concludes his
| report made on behalf of
# The Star’s Africa News

Service.

| On hearing of the mas-

sive offensive in south-

B ern Angola which sent
Bl thousands of refugees

scurrying into South
West Africa, Luis Rod-
rigues, fit after months

in the bush, set out on

a 500 km walk to see

-‘- what was happening.

His trip took him
the  vast,
barren area known as

“The End of the

Savimbi, at long last
Moving south from the
populaied central region,
Radrignes diseovered that
the couniry had gone
back to the days of the
barter. L

With no petrel and the
only supplies coming into
some areas by way of the
big Russian Ilyushin trans-
vort planes, people were
trading instead of huying,
“Salt and shirts are the

- two main staples. If vou

want to buy anything you
have to get.  shirts,
trousers and salt.” . .
The people had hidden
whatever goods they had
in caches deep in the
bush so MPLA-Cuban patr
rols could not take them.
But as  Rodrigues’s
group moved deeper into
the vast south-eastern re-
gion; “we had nho contact
with MPLA - or Cybans.
The country is huge.
“Poitugues . used to eall

it ‘Film do Mundo’ — the
End of the World.” -

The population are
mainly catile-orientated

tribesfolk who iive on
milk, a kind . of yoghurt
and a Htitle maize bread

_and fruit from the hush.

At one stage Rodrigues

. was given horses to ride

from one village to the
next. ’

f

Cubans angry

Onge in the- south Rod-
riguez learned the reason
for at least onme of ihe-
purges from which the
refugees fled.

_Unita commander Vaku-
lakuia, a man with great
prestige in the south on
both sides of the bord’er'
because of a direct blgod
line descendency from a
senior Owamho tribal fam-
ily, had begun eperating
there. '

Vakulakuta arrived in’
the south with 100 men,
only 60 of them armed.
After a month of meetings
with- focal headmen explai-

Wearing identical straw hats pgainst the burning Angolan sun, Unita’s
second in command Miguel N'Zau Puna (left), and President Dr Jonas
Savimbl stand with the commander in chief
Samue! Chilwale, ta meet a. crowd of theiv supporters in the Angolan

ning that Unita and Sav.
imbl were still fighting,
the headmen brought

forth mere than 1000 ar..

med men who had hidden

themselves and their guns
in the bush when  Unita.
was touted earlier in_the .

year. ‘

Vakulakuta and
group hegan to hit  the
MPLA ang Swapo troops
in the region and at Calu-
eque dam site.

The Cubans were called
in to help. .

“Fhe Cubans were an-
gy with the MPLA. They
said their contract . was
not this, ‘We give you
control of the cifies and
now you also want us to
fight your guerilla war,
they told the MPLA.”

Savimbi ‘ hailed

Then - the word came..

that Savimid was heading

for a village -further
norfth. Rodrigues and-
several - thousand

people went there. -
Singing wemen  and..an

advance . - guard - entered

the village.--.- :::-

‘Then: .- came
wearing -a. hig straw hat.
With Him was the WUnita
Secretary-General,  Mignel
N’Zau Puna, also wearing
a straw hat. Their shirts
were soaked with sweat:
Savimbi had a big Smith
and Wesson six-shooter
strapped to his waist, and
was carrying a Kalashni-
kov.

“There were - two don-
keys behing them. The
rest of the seecurity guards
and everyhody else went
mad. But there was no

shooiing, Anyone who -

his .

other

Sayimbi

bush.
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shoots a gun other - than

in combat gets 20 strokes

with a cane. ‘
“Everyone was singing,

‘clapping hands and shou.

ting ‘Hail Savimbi. Hafl
Unita*"

A feast and native beer
were laid on, Savimbi's
feet were bleeding from
an’ almost non-stop . fhree-
day march, and many of
his group were in the
same condition.

Savimbi and his men
sat down to talk. “One of
the things he was thriiled
about was an Entebbe-
type raid that
troops had made on Mis-
sombo Prison, hear Serpa
Pinto.” : :

Inspired hy the news of

the Israeli raid which
they heard on the radio, a
group of Unita soldiers
attacked an MPLA garri-
son at the gprison and
freed about 160 Unita
prisoners. i

The camp was arranged

in concentric cireles with

Savimbi and his group in
the: middle. The ecamp

woke . at -five, -and young -
girls; many. of them well- -
educated, who. alse did.

guard: duty, would cook.
Meetings

Then there would bhe a
series of meetings, and
soldiers and civilians
would stroll into the cen-
tral area to chat with
Savimhi and his top li-
eutenants. S

Before bedtime Savim-
bi and his men would
listen to the BBC,- the
Voice of America and
Radio South Africa.

In his talks with Savim-

of the guerilla forces, Colonel

Unita
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HEGUEEHLER I RHRUEETIRE S nnanim

bi  Roadrigues concluded
that what the Unita
movement needed most
was recognition - by the
West,of what it was
doing. Unita was willing
te fight its own war. It
could use foreign aid, but
would not depend on it,
and was prepared to do
without it.

“At the moment there
are no outsiders fighting
with Unita, except for two
white former Porfuguese
officers. One was born in
Angola, and the other has
family connections there.”

Old biplane

Rodrigues’s trip out_ al-
most retraced his route
into Angola. It was mainly
uneventful, except for one
day when he saw a sight
reminiscent of “Spoopy
and the Red Baron.” )

"One day we heard an
aireraft coming in the dis-
tance. 1 was puzzled,
hecause it seemed to tpke
a long time to get to us.
When it finally appeared
I could hardly believe my
eves, .. ... ... L .

“Ii vwas 2 biplaue, a
Tiger Moth-type, Through
binoeutars I could see the
pilot was wearing a
leather " helmet and gog-
gles. e had an observer
with him. Buf we melied
into the serub bush and
they went away.”

Rodrigues emerged

. from the Angolan bush

almost exaetly six months
after going in. He lost
ahout 30 kg in mass, grew
a luxuriant beard, and
apart from some trouble
with galistones, was in
reasonable health.



‘LUSAKA — The §0Nm3 i .
im_non..mm by Zamhbian. President Kenneth: Ka

el : leaders arrive:
milt talks on Rhodesis, —

unda as African

\A\ ) |

LUSAKA — Front-line Africa

N

\&
n Stales

Fr

he summif

meeting on Rhodesia here have decided to give total

backing to the “Patriotic Front” of Robert Mugabe and

Eoshusy M Julius
Nyerere of Tanza-
nia said after the
two-day - summit
closed yesterday
that the five
States had agreed
to give full politi-
an, material and
diplomatic  sup-
port to the Patrio-
tic Front to enable
it to realise its ob-
Jectives in Rho-
desia.
. ‘Terrorists of the
Front are striking into
Rhodrmeia fromy bases
in Mozambique.

Asked 4f the five's

cklng  mean  with-
drawdl of support for
more moderate national.

ist © novements, Pres
Nyereri, chairman of the

summit; replied: “Their’

importaice must be megs-

sured it relation to the

struggle?

But he added, reports
Sapa - AP, that it
was the ferrorists whose
efforts resulted in the

. Geneva falks Dbetween

Black nationalists and
the Rhodesian Govern-
ment and they were the
ones who would guaran-
tee the future of an inde.

_pendent Rhodesia under

African rule.
President Nyerere
made no mention of any
decisions taken on
whether the {froniline
States - Zambia, Bots-
wana, Tanzania, Mozam-
bique and Angola —
were willing to throw
their weight behind Bri-

tain’s initiative to end

the deadlock at the
adiourned (ieneva falks,

Comfort |

He said, however, that

i -if roving British envoy

Ivor Richard wished to
meet with him as spokes-
man of the five in the

. next few days he would
. have no objection.

Asked if Mr. Richard
could take comfort from
the results of the
summit he said: “If he
takes comfort we will be

- very happy.”

President Nyerere was |
flanked as he made his
statement by President
Kenneth Kaunda  of
Zambia and Mozambi-
que’s President Samora
Machel, Botswana's
Vice - President Quetf
Masire was also present.

Angola  was repre-
sented by roving Ambas-
sador Pasqual Luaval. .-

The summit was also
attended by Mr. Mugabe
and Mr. Nkomo, who
together with their rival,

® TURN TOPAGE 2 |
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Off

Newi '

Gov
of !
Cen

|+ The et
Africa People’s Organisa. -
- Hon . (Swano)
. Sented . here by its Pre...

—2ud . g m

1 Mushin AT
" Sources also salg” 8.
threeman delegation of *

Bishop Abel Muzorewsa's

~faction of the Rhodegfan

" because

L

. H.2.;
Willls,nl9637

Willis, H.C., 1970:

Van der Foiiy

the | Rev.  ‘Ndabanlngi

Sithole, were called in by
the front-ling leaders for o
“eonsultation, - ERR
. There was, no " imme:
from ‘the'
to  the -

diate reaetion
nationalists to
summit deelsfon, 7oy

. Today Mr. Richard am . -
‘rves in. Lusaka to be'¥

briefed on it, and natfon.
say he may -
| - also meet with jeaders ofia

allst sources

Insurgent movements. -,
South -

is

sident, Sam “Wujoma:and. .

Forelgn Secretary Pater. -
Ee, ‘ &

‘Afriean  National Loun-
¢ll (ANC) was here, ..

In  London Whitehall
believes the Geneva con-

ference, which was dne to

‘resume on Januvary 17,

will have to be put baclk
at  least - three weeks
»  of
encountered

by qu' .

.Richard during his visit. -

fo Salishury,

Wright, W., 1831;:

i,
E

. areagainst &
caInformad British' |

West .

repres

opposition

21.

e tsh - pro-
Jbosals by Mr, :Smith has
confiried " that’ the oddg

sourtes. . estimate . the ;
charices’, cagainst o ow |
are’ thieg |

breaitthroligh
to twrp, 1

CBeLEan . obibivers

believe much will depend
now ' on' . ‘whéether M,
Vorstdr: can  bring any .

fresh‘_ ‘pressure. on’ tha

instransigent Mr, Smith, )
The Rhodesian  Prime

‘Minister  hag told My
Richard he ig determined

to sticiz to. the proposals

but: forward.by Dr. Kis

singer, ‘Amerjcan Seere.
‘tary of State,: ..,

., These suggested - sétf
ting up an interim admii -

. nistration. - leaving . -key
© Posts - i White - hands,

The . Afrisan nationaiisty

-elatm guch g goyernment
~would i be ... welghted,

against them, . s

They ' are calling | for
Britain fo send In ' n resi.
dent commissioner, hut
this has been ‘rejected by
Mr, Smith,. . S

- O Bes Pake 13
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“f archives.
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‘, LISBON' — Planes for Angola or Mozambique from

Yisbon were' ‘cancelled or diverted Yyesterday as
Luanda airport wemdined closed to international traf-
fie, Portuguese airline officials said, o
The regular Portuguese TAP flight to Luanda
.Yesterday afterncon wasg cancelled and a flight to
Maputo by Deta, the Mozambican. airline, - stopped
over in, Libreville, instead of at Luanda, ,
A TAP spokesman said regular trafiic would ye.
;Sume once Luanda airpoit, .closed in & move ap.
parently linked to the introduction of a-new currency
‘in Angola, was re-opened possibly to today, — (Sapa-
APY T o : - '




‘American trek reveals

UNITA leader Jonas.
Savimbi . . . very much
in. power.

GUY BERNARD

WASHINGTON——Thmgs are not going well in Angola for ; .
President Agostinho Neto’s Government, according to two -\ paN-backed Presi-
young Americans who spent six weeks last August and dent Agostinho Neto
- September on 3 1 250km i:rek through Ul}lta-held territory in . . . losing support.
i;southern Angola. . - : Rallway o

‘Bruce McColm -and David . Smlth found: achve ij P - Berimbi’s. pa,rty

resisfance to the MPLA - Govemment strong all g remamé very' much in
through the area, with much of the. jpopulation“turn- power . over most of !

ing to Dr. Jonas Sawmbl, tiead of Unita* for leadership. i southeérn:.. Angola.;‘- The -
.. . Fighting has been’going on in: the’ former Portu- Bengiiela: Ra1 ay g still
. ‘miese colony for the past year against Dr, Neto's closed) - to - commereial”

. Cuban-backed Government, they. reported in the New traffic to - Zalre - and -

York National Review this week, Zambia.

The ,McColm-Smith eyesyitness. story s heing Constructi
- studied closely in Washington dna i3 substantia.lly con- | 4 o3 nstruction on the.
firmed by U.S, intelligence gouress,” . . : 15’ ;‘Q - electric pro;ects

. In spite of large-scale’ military pushes by the | intheisdith

MPLA to dislodge Unita in the second half of 1976,

- the: offensive failed; they said. e
o3 IoIyr At times ‘up to” 25 000
duaozle "troops, stipportedshy - air-

d®9S O} & borne assault divisions;

armoured, cars © - and
tanks headed into, south—
9U3 IOJI ¢ emn’ Angola to destroy
Umtas mihtary st.rength
éyoalgne o --and_; undermine its- poh-
SE pue S =twa support. ] :
Butjosul | Villages - w
-destroyed - cattle .
.«_.staughtered 10000~
i gé_;es “fled:. aecross;
woox butgl bo ' :

l "'N

) v

ubans Supportmg o
PLA, an equal number
i Government iroops,
30{)0 mercename‘ fir

‘ W t' ‘wWea-
I0 vy B -pong and tanks, surface - -
. ~to - surface mzssﬂes ‘and LBCEJOEPTA

helicopters, : O WIT3 & 22 uyong

Bnt timeé and the'spirit ; /o7 500 T acns
"ot the people are op the </ © 7l AU ACUS
side of Jonas Savimbi, a5 TV 1-U-SES 3T ¢
_ well as the terrain; .
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Defence Correspondent
Ten Cubans have been -

killed in an armed
fight among members
of the jomt Cuban-
MPLA-Swapo  forces
operating in southern
| Angola, according to
reliable sources.

It is understood a fight
broke out at one of the
foree’s  joint hases gver

. the divigion of grain ang

,cattle seized  from Joeal

¢ fribesmen. Ten Cubang

There is also avidence

your subject?

iize for the
Wi?

that Swapo's participation

in the joint forces is ecau.
sing dissension in the
movement  hecause thoe
Kwanyama tribe, . from
which most Swapo mem.
bers are recruited, is suf-
fering most heavily frem
its operations.

The Defence Toree re.
perted only three in-
cidents in the operational
areda in the past week af a
hriefing vesterday.,

On January 35 security
forees fired on 2 group of
six terrorisis erossing into

able to see?
't platform?
‘oom for the
g of one or
jcreens? .

‘able to hear?
use a microphone?
! address system

1?2 Will there be
oises and can

| were killed by members Owambs from Angola. | during your .
. E of Swapo and the MPLA_.__ B One was wounded.
' e - On January 4 andg 8, .
s [4 patrols came undey fire | '
b (£) i] from the other side of the ﬁarkened ea.s:.ly?_
f} border. The fire was re- ~ent power supplies
turned and onc terrorvist | .
\*‘ wounded, i visuals or
[ Brigadier Bil] Matthews, |
i F director of opera- |
{i Hons, said security. forces |
visulf, had  followed up  several |
—"'""—ﬂl false reports of tervorist |
| movements. I
(=) I; These reparts appeareq 111 you have at
P10 have been purposely i Will there pe an
| made, he said, to give the | . :
| !mpression that Swapo PCtionist
[ forces  were widespread
band to keep security .
forces on the move. | .
(P) e, _.itable visuals or
other aids (e.g. filwms, videotepes,
. = |
sounc tapes, slides, etc.) already
available?
(c) What facilities are there for
: obtaining or making others you
may need?
Budget

flas a budget already been Prepared?

If

allowed for:

so, how much money has been



By GUY BERNARD
WASHINGTON. — Angeo-
1a’s communist-backed gov-
ernment is in deep trouble,
say two young Americans
who travelled 1300 km
through southern Angola
in August and September,

‘Bruce McColm and Da-
vid Smith found active re-
sistance  to pthe MPLA
Government % streng . all
through the area, .with
much of the population
turning to Jgnas Savim-
hi, head of Unita.

The MPLA _took control
of Angola ldst year after
defeating Unita in a civil
war.

But fighting - has been
going on for the past year
against Neto's Cubat-back-
ed :government, .the two
men reporfed in the New -
York-National Review thjs
week,” L ST

Their story " is  being -

closely studied in Washing-

ton .and is substantially -
confirmed - by US intell-
igence. .. o &
‘Large-scale military .op- -’
eratipns by MPLA to dis--

ledge Unita late last year -

failed, they said.

At times 25000 troops,
supported: by airborne as-
snult divisions, armoured
cars and tanks, headed in-
to seuthern Angota to de-
stroy Unita's military
strength and undermine its
political support.

Villages were destroyed,

Mr Luis d'Olivera,

director of the Benguela Railway, gloomuly

2T iy AT

surveys his

motionless rolling stock, halted by the rebel Unita forces.

- cattle - swere slaughtered,
.10 000 tefugees fled across
_the border into South West

‘Africa, but Unita stood
firm. .

In late November, Cu-
« han and MFPLA troops

withdrew having suffered
high losses in men and
arms. Over 2500 Cuban
" znd government casualties
were reperted, together
with the loss of helicopters,
tanks and other military
- vehicles. .Cuban soldiers
defected to neighbouring
Zaire and Zambia. -

Jonas Savimbi's party
controls most of southern
Angola. The Benguela

Railway is still closed to

commercial traffic to
Zaire and Zambia, Con-
struction on the hydroelec-
tric projects in the south
has been suspended, des-
pite the assurance by
MPLA leader Agosthino
Neto to South Africa that
the projects were protect-
ed. .
US officials say only the
oil operations protected by
3 000 Cubans and the city

of Cabinda remain under

the control of the Luanda
Government. -

Savimbi, 42, is a bril-
liant zpeaker and popular
leader. He speaks four
Angolan dialects.

He studied  political
science and economics at
Fribourg zand Lausanne
and in 1965 he drafted a
constitutien for Unita,
which called for a multi-
racial society, 2 mulliparty
parliamentary demccracy

and rail workers—the kind
of people on whom the
Angolan economy depends.

Even former city-dwell-
ers refuse to go back to
MPLA ‘towns, preferring
to live in bush camps

" under Unita. It is nol un-

and elections every five

-years.

Neto, on the other hand,
speaks no Angolan dialects
and has been classified as
an Assimilade or colonised
Black. He spent most of
his life in Portugal, where
he made his Russian con-
tacis.

Savimbi is well -thought
of by farmers and dock

cofamon to come upon a
familv eating pap off &
table of logs—spread with
a snowy linen tablecloth.

Huyambe, a city of
250 000, now
50 000 inhabitants.

The resisting Angoelans,

. who look upcn themselves
" -.as exiles
: land,
‘the principal enemy,

in their own
see the Cubans as

Numerically, the MPLA

has harely:

Eanh

forces are vastly superior .

to the 15060 Unita guer-
illas. There are at least

i5000 Cubans supporting :
the MPLA, an equal num-

her of government troops,
3000 mercenaries from
Zaire and 3000 Soviet-
trained Swapo guerillas.
All these are arined with
Soviet weapons and tanks,
surface-to-surfaee missiles
and helicopters. )
But time and the spirit
of the people are on the
side of Savimbi.
_ in the same way thai
'America was forced to
give up the fight in Viet-
nam, fthe Russians may
finallv have tc forget their
dream of a base in Angola,
say McColm and Smith.

o
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How French agents {piked
| guns In Angola

Russian

Own Correspondent

PARIS. — The French
Secret Service was the
first Western intelligence
force to report Soviet and
Cuban. penetration into
Angola, and its agents
destroyed . 200 tons of
Soviet arms destined for
Cuban troops.

This active role of
secret service has heen
revealed by Mr Jean-Ray-
mond Tournoux, a respect-
.ed historian and confidant
of three presidents — De
Gaulle, Pompidou and Gis-
card d’Estaing. oo

Although there "has
never been any doubt of
the SDECE’s anti-Soviet
policy, no details have

ever been published be-
fore about its activities in
Angola.

Mr Tournoux said that
SDECE discovered that
Czech and Soviet arms
were being sent to An-
gola, the routes being used
and the amounts. The
secret service reported to
Western allies the arrival
and numbers of Cuban
troops  before anybody
else,

“SDECE recruited Por-
tuguese to successfully
sabotage two ships, re-

- gistered under flags of

convenience, carrying a
fotal of 200 tons of Soviet
arms.”

Mr Tournoux said

SDECE. had 2000 agents
and an annual budget of
about R500-million. It was
particularly  active in
Black Africa,

But SDECE was out of
step with French Govern-
ment policy, for France
was the first Common
Market country to recog-
nise the new MPLA gov-

. ernment.

SDECE was also doubt-
ful of the Soviet detente
policy. In a secret directive
to agents, quoted by Mr
Tournoux, it said “for the
past 20 years the Soviet
Union has followed a
secret policy of disinfor-
mation on a world scale
to hide its real intentions.”

5



WINDHOEK - SovletdJesigned guided misélles and |—

other” sophisticated weapons  and 8 contingent . of
Cuban soldiers are belng massed gt the Angolafy tHvn —

of Mulembs, a forward-striking base of non-White
South West Afrlean nationalists in southern Angola, .

says the Windhoelk Advertiser,

The Supreme Commander of the People’s Libera- |. .

tion Army, Dimo Hamamba, is currently operating in

Mulomba. :

Jiecording to the new,spaggr‘_'g_‘_con'esuondent-‘ about

600 tervorists, SormerlEroniishith-West Adnosmabo.

stadoned at the strilke base. They are sald to be aided

by Cuban units. The flow of arms and battle units

6 the strike hase at Mulemba and three other bases
bepan last October. Among the weapons mentioned ..

aré the 122mm recket tubes --- the Stalin Organ ~—

used in the Angola war and anti-tank mines. Several
consighments of airlifted cargo, mostly machine-gun

‘ammunition has arrived at Huanibg Alrport. dootd

. rmmaRe SANRIL OO

An  Angolan. sorurce i

—| ‘confirmed earlier reports .
| tnat two massive. arms |

consignments were’ deli-

yered to Swapo pases 11

Angola durihg September 1
and. October last year. '
A further 45 tons of

|
| Mments delivered to

The arms conslgn-

weaponry ~ Was Costih ﬁﬁﬁgg’s‘ le&engo]a tbases _
o= : _ ‘ :
| expected and recently an months. incluge.s i ;:]‘tc
unknown ~ number _..qf_g———__.,' ;:zgl?:ne uns, . B0t
| heavy vehlelesy tncluding : m(issﬂ?g 1{2‘1:23.! eI;Eaun 7 J}
. : ; i - ks :
armoured cars were tra. — — 1} 122mm rockets g:;;’ B
. welllng  to Mulemba ~ ammunition, r
, under Cuban escort. e 1'31?1'_};2“ Mf:%urs{ . Africa !
1. _ I eports from
A They - were due - to, | Windhoek ¢
‘arrive - at i}he pase on, - - EX-Swapo ;23 1%;1\’\570 n‘}‘?}:‘g
Japuary 9 go C L ¢ Jeft South West Africa 16
e report added thot: years . ago, are due to
W jarge numbers-of E.’:wapo‘.______ return to Owambo in the
fightersiwere ;m;;l‘_s,smg—at_‘ near future, he
Lt aee pesisted BY. | They are Mr. Jackson
Cuban wailtss. - v x Kambode and Mr. Naftal -
tn a rvecent in’ce_wi_ew Neghumba,  who' e
I wr. o Peter’ Katiavivi, S\yapo five years agorot
Swapo's West - Huropean (Sapa.)
and  United Kingdom -
rcpresentati‘ve, said i
he .comt !

Swapo would

pelied to accept the ass_i: -

stance of her friends o
Eout‘n Africa’s military

‘South West

puildup in .
‘ Mri%ﬁ"‘!‘ﬁ!@e@- oL T T




en Bulgaarse tegnici gebo

. onderinyning is in

Franse president, mnt.
Giscard D’Estaing, is
‘gesag in Parys verneem., .
~ Uit ander bronne verneem
RAPPORT: dat die basiss

Lobito en Pointe Noire, by

WO

die Angolese burgerooriog by
Pointe Noire .ontskeep,; o.m..
onderde T54-/en T34-tenks.
“nligtingé oor di¢ Rooi
planne. word :deur lede van

gor joernaliste uitgelap as

van die Franse regering om
-die'terroris Aboe Daoed, wit.
die Miinchen-slagting gereél:

laatloop. ‘

" L

‘nistiese bedtywighede in Af-

rikd teen te gaan, . -

;- In Parys word ‘bewesr dat~

die “hoof van #i€ Franse ge-
iheime diens, mnr, Alexandre
*de Marenches, ernstig verskil
émet die -president oor die
‘Komimunistiese gevaar.

" Pe Marenches word as 'n
‘groot vriend van Suid-Afrika
beskou, sy 2800 agente in
dié buiteland het 'n begroting
Jvan R500. miljoen per jaar,
-en .een van hul belangrikste
‘opdragie was om verslag te
‘doeh oor die Rooies se Afrika-
bedfywighede. -

i Van De Marenches het die
"eerste tyding gekom dat
iKubaanse troepe en Russiese

rer—r—rai—

TWEE Kommunistiese viodth

Besonderhede “ hierbor en
oor algemene Kommunistiese
n-ontstel-
lende. verslag verstrek aan:die

in' die omgewing van Luanda, .

die gtens tussen Cabinda .en-
i Korfo-Brazzaville,' opgerig - |

Russiese wapentuig.is in

die Franse geheime diensteen-. -

‘n soort protes teen die besluit .

end van SA - § :

'_' ifse word aan die
u, het die Franse geheime

P

ARENCHES, * hoof - varr
nse ' geheime
kerp . verskil met
sy-“president cor Rooies
¢ ~ire Afrika. o
wapens . Angola ° binnevloei.
.- Toe Amerika niks doen nie,
het De Marenches sy manne
gelas .om seif in te gryp. In
Parys wotd gesé dat twee Rus-

- siese vragskepe deur hulle ge-

kelder is, Tweehonderd ton
wapentuig, bestem vir die

Kuban¢ wat in' Angola teen .

" Suid-Afrikaners geveg het, is
so.vernietig,

~ Volgens ., die lekkasies is

ander Franse agente beveel
om 'n huutsoldatemag na die
~ olieryke Cabinda te stmir om
* VERVOLG OP. BL.. SES *

Angola deur Oos-Duitse-
s vasgestel, ' .
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RICHARLD WALKEHK sumrnansas from the Vwashington Fost the First communist accoun of Castro’s intervention in Africa

kept by eight million persons”. In other
words, everybody knew about it.

“It took a great deal of effort to keep
this mass concern from turning into a
national disorder,” the report asserts. and
gives this example: A youth who icined

FIDEL CASTRO

-

without his father's permission met his
father in >sw_c_m. because is father had
also gone without telling his family."”

Tt was a successful assault on a Cuban-
run training camp at Benguela that
triggered Cuba’s decision to plunge full-
scale into the Angolan fighting.

The attack came on November 3, 1975
when an armoured brigade ha
penetrated 500 km into Angola and was
moving on Luanda at more than 60 km a
dav with cheerful taped music blaring

from their vehicles. ]

From the north, the FNLA was so near
the capital that leader Holden Roberto had
already issued invitations to a victory par-
ty.

Cuba’s Communist Party leadership had
only 24 hours to make its “decision of
irreversible consequénces” and did so at
a large and calm meeting”” on November 5.
“Only after the decislon was made, not
before, was the Soviet Union informed.”

According to the account, three Cuban
troopships carrying instructors arrived on

. October 4, 7 and 11 and docked without

permission from the Portuguese “but also
without anyone's opposition”. -They im-
mediately set up the Benguela and three
other training centres.

The sweep from the south "“was a Sun-
nw,_\ stroll., The invaders had tape cassettes
6f lively music in their tanks".

On November 3 they attacked the

“lightly-manned” Benguela camp. ‘“The

Cuban instructors there had to break off
their classes to lead their apprentice
soldiers against the invaders, teaching
them during lulls in the battle ...”

In the north, a mercenary column “ad-
vanced as if they were on holiday’ without
even advance scouts with their leader
directing operations from a Honda sports
car “beside a blonde who looked iike a
movie star”.

A rocket blew the car to bits. “In the
woman’s overnight case there was only a
arty dress, a bikini and an invitation to
he victory party Holden Roberto was
already planning in Luanda.™ -

The report stresses that the “'seed” of
Cuban involvement was ﬂ_muzﬁ by Che
Cuevara in 1965, when he trained and
directed guerilla fighting Moise Tshombe
in the Congo. )

It stresses the gravity of the final deci-
sion to commit Cuba to a war 9 000 km
away “with the cost in blood and treasure
incalculable and the political conse-
quences unforeseeable.”

What tilted the decision, it says, was the

... and the French secret

H:mm.qmsn_._mmnwmﬁmwegmmcm Emm
the first Western mﬁmEmmﬁ:am m.m.mn to
report Soviet and Cuban penetratjon into
Angola and its agents destroyed 200 tons
of soviet arms destined for Cuban troops.

This active role of SDECE has been
revealed by Jean-Raymond Tournoux, a
respected historian and confidant of three

residents. De Gaulle, Pompidou and
siscard U.mmn::w. :

Although there has never been any doubt
of SDECE’s anti-Soviet policy, no detajls
have ever been published before about its
activities in Angola.

Tournoux said that SDECE early on dis-
covered that Czech and Soviet arms were
being sent to Angola, the routes being

used and the amounts. SDECE reported to
Western allies the arrival and numbers of
Cuban troops before anybody else. But, he
said that the Americans were half-
paralysed by Watergate and could not
react. .

“SDECE recruited Portuguese to
successfully sabotage two ships,
registered under flags of convenience,
carrying a total of 200 tons of Soviet
arms,” he said.

. SDECE has 2 000 agents and an annual .

budget of about R500 million. It is par-
ticularly active in black Africa.

" But SDECE was out of step with French
Government policy, for France was the

11 >5mo

)

“rapid analysis” that the US would not

also intervene openly becausé of its con-

fused post-Vietnam and Watergate state.

But “far from what has sg often n said,

m ﬁmm an independent and sovereign act of
uba.”

?Ho.d_:mﬁc Emwmuoz.am.g_mmnm..
Agostinho Neto first requested Cuban
help in May, 1975. Three months later a
Cuban mission visited Luanda and Neto
asked for instructors to open and run four
training camps. : :

‘But by the beginning of November Neto
“prepared for -guerilla war but not for
large-scale conventional battles” realised
he could not win “withoyt an urgent
appeal to international solidarity”.

Commenting on the commaunist version
of the Cuban story, the State Department
in Washington said the facts had been
twisted. A spokesman said the first 400

Cuban combat troops for Angola had sail- .

ed {from Cuba early in September and had
arrived at the end of that menth.

Emm_:nmwos omaonm_mwmuanga;w”
there had been no significant reduction in
Cuban troops in Angola. The Neto Govern-
ment is bécoming increasingly dependent
on the Cuban presence for its survival,
they said.

service role

- first Common Market country to recognise

the new MPLA government of Dr
Agostinho Neto.

" SDECE is also doubtful of the Soviet
detente policy. In a secret directive to
agerits, quoted by Tournoux, it said: “For
athe past 20 years the Soviet Union has
followed a secret policy of disinformation
J: a world scale to hide its real inten-
tions.”

‘The. head of SDECE for the past seven

" years, Alexandre de Marenches, reports.

petsonally to the President and Premier
only. Top-secret written reports to them
are destroyved immediatley after heing
read. — DDC .



Mcréury Correspondend

LONDON-—The parents of Sounth Afrlean-born meveenary Uarl Forivin,
ganlc’c‘i in Angola for 24 yearg for his activities with the British “dogs of
war,” will join the parents of other gaoled mercenaries to protest at their

sor’s trentment in prisen.

They will lobhy the
Fouse of Commons on
Januvary 31 hecause they
believe the DBritish Gov-

ornment is not doing its
best to help the.men.

in particulay, they oare
disturbed that food par-
cela and Ietfers are not
wetling through,

At her home in North
umberland Liead, Kotter-
ing, O8vear-old  South
Afriean-horn Mrs. Doris
Foripin said; “We have
sent several food pareels
tn Carl sinee he was
gnoled last June but we
have had confirmation
that only ene arrived,

“#a  have received
only two letters from
nwm and are worrled
abong Mg welfave. We
want {he Govern.ent to
find out why mail is not
petting through”

tShe wil travel to
T.onden with her husband
John for thae protest,
The date has heen chosen
aa it ig the anniversary
of the day the men left
Rritain for Angola.

In a letter fo his
parents in December, 52-
year-ald Carl said he had
furned to God for
sltrength,

Car! wrote: “The reail-
sation has come to me a
litile 1nte. But new ¥ find
{that eonly by walking
with Tod will T he able
to maintain the strength
to accopt and survive my |
presont. shnation”
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;\ Angola: South African detainees

#2. Mr. D. J. DALLING asked therMinis-
ter of Foreign Affairs:

(H

3]

&)

Whether his Department is aware of
the identity of South African citizens
detained#in Angola as at 15 January
1977; it so, what are the names of

“such citizens;

whether his Department has made any |
representations or taken any other

steps to obtain the release of such

citizens; if so, what representations or
steps; - '

whether any further steps are con-
templated; if so, what steps.

{The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AF-
FAIRS: , ‘

(H

2

Yes.

G. E. Danney;

R. H. Wichahn;
R. Wilson;

J. G. Terblanche;
P. J. Groenewald;
L. I. C. Kitshoff;
A. H. Potgieter;
E. de Lange.

and (3 Yes. The matter is still
receiving the constant attention of the
Government but I do not consider it in
the interest of the persons concerned

_to divulge any information about it.
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1

of Foreign' Affairs:

. ducted with-(a) the Government of Angola,

Angola: Refugees \f RWJ‘

*16 Mr. C W. EGLIN asked the Mmlster

Whether any negotiations have been’ con

ther agency in regard to refugeds from

ngola; if so, with what results.

. .return of a number of refugees to
. Angola.
e
Yes. The International Committee of
- the Red Cross made an amount of
. 50 000 Swiss Francs available to the
South African Red Cross for the local
purchase of emergency provisions for
refugees. A representative of the
Committee was also sent to South
#Affica to discuss the matter with the
“South - African authorities and the
‘South African Red Cross and to de-
“cide in conjunction with the latter on
“any further steps which can be taken
. by the Committee,

(1) The United Nations. The matter
.~ was repeatedly taken up with the
" Secretary General of the United
Nations as well as with the High
" . Commissioner for Refugees. The
Secretary General of the United
.. Nations sheltered behind the ex-
" cuse that since the United Na-
. tions did not recognize South
. Africa’s legal competence it
South West Africa he cannot
.negotiate- with. us - regarding the
. “problem. o

(n) The Govemment of Portugal
which undertook to accept re-
- sponsibility for the maintenance
_and repatriation of those refugees
" from Angola who claimed Por-
: " tuguese citizenship,
Therefore more fposi ) W. EGLIN: Mr. Speaker, arising
“of 'the hon. the Minister’s reply to para.
-of ~ this ‘queatlon. do I take- it that the

Government has now formally u,{,o;:,nucd the
Government of Angola?

The MINISTER: Mr. Speaker, no formal
| action was taken by the South African

Government in this regard, but de Jacto this
would amount to recognition,
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sk Cabon
isoldier’s diary
“vision of death
e A7)
‘in Angola war L

N

By RAY SMUTS
_ Military Correspondent .

‘AN UNKNOWN Cuban sold-
ier killed in Angola by South’
African forces had a premoni-

tion of death. - _ :

He wrote in-his diary: “Tomorrow
we shall see what destiny has;to say.”
~ The diary, found on the soldier’s body
and translated by the Defence Force, re-
vealy that he had heen in'Angola for only
25 days. | :

He started the diary on the day of his
arrival, November 15, 1975, The last entry
was on December 10 . , _ the night before
his death:

Exhaustion, hunger, anxiety and a long-
ing for his wife and children are mirror-
ed in the entries, : .

It appears that he was devout,

On November 27 he wrote: “We have
suffered so much in this war and I hope;
and trust that God wiil protect my friends

and myself so that I may return to my

family one day.”

The previous day the Cubang' eastern
front had come under heavy fire and the
soldier saw some of his countrymen bur-
jed. - '

. He wrote: “I could see an area covered
with heapg of stones where more dead
‘had previously heen buried.

“For a moment I thought I was in
Hell.” : .

Two days aftey arrival in Angola he re-
lated that he entered a.small church in
a central Angolan town and found 3 lot
of English magazines containing photo-.
graphs of nude women. . .

On-November 29 he wrote that the day
had been quiet on his front,” - - -

““He went onx “We also had some news
that our 18 friends who were taken pris-
uner by the enemy were eaten alive,

“The news came from three of our
troops -who managed to escape.

mercy fof- prisoners.”

Two days later he wrote that the Cu-
bans were-tired and:disorganised. &>~ .
- He added: “Thege past few days th
_fooq has-not been:.sufficient for: '

thank God there are & 16t Of ¢
here., R
“I found a bow

“to hunt just like th

rrow, so I used:it

; “So this shows. that the enemy have no

cimitivestribesised. .

“This is the ideal thing
hecause there is no noise
of the shooting.

“Therefare the enemy
can’t trace you.”

On  Decembér 1  he
wrote that the Cubans
were startled - when the
enemy started firing hea-
VY guns while they were
eating,

“We felt the explosions '

in our sector, sg that
eyers:,budy started rlu:b
ning.” he said, “and |

could just see fiying sau.
cers and food all over the
place.

_—

|

- tween r‘; 000
Liid

Fleas ,

M'While in bed I killed'
32 fleas, Yes, I counted
them hecause they are like
wild heasts and they hite.

“I am going to sleep
now hecause I am tired
and I know that I might
wake under anemy fire hut
T h:iwe lo control my ner-
ves,” : :
Later he again referred
lo his trouble with fleas:
"1 Just can gee the tleas
Jumping out -of my hody.

“It is the problem wiih
these beasts They won't
let me sleep in peace.”

After talking about the
efficiency of the vnemy
fire, he wrote on Decem-
her 9; “At 940 the enemy
started firing once auzain
with ‘the artillery and we
were very silent.

“They hit a lot of us

with about 15 projectiles
which  exploded at the

year.
Blood

“‘When the firing was
armost  over it started

- pouring with rain and I

) Cu-{uldl Just see a red stream
ruRIng from ail the dead
hodies.”

Two days before  his
death: *“I' am thinking
.agair of my children and
my wife.

+ "I wonder how they are,'
floing hack. at’ the ranch.
They - really need me-
there. '
The' €Xact number of

4 X !
" Cubgns  killed in the An.
. golan ¢onfliet has pever

‘]l)eefl (“EF(‘I(JSEd.

"A Derence Foree  offi- |
cial spid @n estimate of be.
and 1500

would ngt be fdar off.”
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APE TGWN—JEhe Minister of Foreign Aﬂaim. LD

orday conceded that tha South African Goveranient lind ghen

foeognition . - ¢ it MDEA Government of) Amgolay- ot oo
ol B hig o i e e, Thisvadnﬁas&cn camem

' ' A ; the House of Asse
sent to South. Aﬁvlm fro ¥ yesterdagin - almost. ‘éﬁ.
dlﬁi%pgghﬁhmgee Ssgue ) gfar aftemﬁonth &ﬂr{ _ e

0OpS’

anthorities. am!glr% . Angola tet giv!ﬂg ot
Afriean 58 '_ . tg the Dilta. gumass

digide on. fm‘ﬂ!ei‘ i .. whoiwetey and. st~

Pr.” Muller: -alss m!d
there “had hasn, negatia,
Hons - with: e United
Natlons and the ‘Govern-
ment. of Portugal- OVeR,

heimt} eanngt | negotinte
with’. us  vegarding “the
problém.”

“involved I an . armen
struggle with the MPLA,-
DrMuller Smads e

concessrtun yesterday
after . he had reves&a&

; the retugee&'.-' - that emment
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chind ithe,.exXbuse tha.. suan -
recognite "South ' Afriea’s™  Asked by tho leader ¥
legal competence iy SWA the Pnp gs_sive Ref"mﬂ
he (the UN  Secretsry « Party, colin g ﬁ!g
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of the Argolan: Govefi
ment by the South Rﬂ‘!v

Ry to another (ﬁ?gnergmgt”fmm
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They were: (.'¥. Dame vealed that. the Interd
Win, 3 G Repes ey
9 s s,
Py nﬁ%ldt tf!}wei” , the equlvalent of RO0GMY,
Kits g’ﬁ N rotgiemw 4 avallable to tha South
and E. de ange, . African . Red Cross for.

the purchase. of eme;f-.‘
genay. pmvdslons
‘refugew

One of the eomm! #
representatives was &
sent~to South Africa to
discuss the refugee jssue .
with the South African Y
aunthorities and the South |
Afr‘c?n Rpa c s \k&h; A
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. FROM PROF. Z.S.A, GURZYNSKI
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e 5th August 1976 =19

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE T('RY
who objected 9"

S TN roF. AH.R.E. PAAP

' JF . BTG TKEE D EHE TURY 6H T ASE
B DEAN, FACULTY OF ARTS

. BRI S Sl e A ——
: out, the Vier - " Political ‘Stay I Responding to HertzogTs :
1M Pads @ eoson . THE: ASSEMBLEY _-_;_ S o
Pretoria warr Muller) = anic.— -?)gnow up to the Opposition to
" ROTCIEN’ Affairs! saiq iy

netAssembly  “yesterday . .
come forward -the Gﬂvérﬁm‘gn.tﬁﬁfgmlfgfj Smuts replied that it was

“Regotiations - With Angola
problems have bagumersdairgel fice, ‘s, siim of re schude at browing sdokanof etbromibad
W . ~Hdetd - recoghificn . o
growth) not asked fo :':"Anéb'lah':ggx’?éf-?ngénf‘t‘hea.t they wanted was time: more
For these reasons a more sen ,l__"t'(;_quﬁﬂ’gglgﬁg'.‘*g"a‘,s‘ﬁeblyingeded, to help with adfligionﬂ courses
and to bring thenfichool ofhé Eelin (PRP, Sei bosyey de0f tieachivgswhieh, 1€ ought to provide,
so as to maintain its presen —'%ihsgdi’tﬁé“Dééot:iat;qngl standing. In this respect greater
emphasis on post-graduate wo won hfdﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ?eﬁﬁat the Honours and the Master's level,
where the rapid progmessieffii ‘retwn 'of "a numper abeStEHes géwimpenE s pesidheomesdsyebo-
bring the candidates up to d '%er:f;%gc,gess""tO?-' ngola.” * Jine. It should be stressed that such
teaching cannoduiae, protidedta ths  Governng e ﬂ;zfamced swindle.! Whereas Roos
ceoenised . the " Angglan
The fact that dthes Divjaion ¢ g wient? “asked Mryp gpérating, arighiits plesend stast,
in an apparently satisfactor | Dr. Muljg g tor.t D& taken to mean that this state
of affairs is desirablelandn mﬂl't'ggst_if}néh > been taken restird HeycPeaisdng Jandkimpértant whort-
comings in what the Divisior would ;‘;ﬁgff?ﬁ%f?a‘ﬁd'fllféfmd the burden on the present staff
cannot be 1'ncreageu;giﬁdtﬂ-?gfgrgif,ion&éf"ffhat‘Gp‘xfém- ppnedinsisting that a lost refer-

Dr MUl e .
The filling ofetimunesenh €l tions had aley beer ikt gouhdl beehiofy fortemporary Pradfllms
carried the burden and prov pifh the International ching expertise. From 1977 it is
unlikely that syen ﬁbe»ecwg;gia“ to.the ‘South At A rglsim fifuk inbd aweikabd€. the

Red Cross for - energency -
The 1'mportancermﬁoﬁhes&cﬂsp"-'p?fglséggfffff'fgggzh;n"' ‘sisedieby dhé tFaeulty ofiiGommesce which
has put the Senior Lectures by Mr D' Daliing (prp,. 10th position on its Staffing Priority
List for 1977.1¢ mqutﬁgdﬁggerﬁ; j\aﬁ@!er said ver:;:?gsﬂf ofilkhefpdstipys agepnrddear tine-

point of view of the wider ving constant. ;
dum resul't"!_"_t : tiy uth. ent lost the referendum there
4. PART-TIME CLERICAL ASSISTA ‘in Angola d"NOMICS
' would be b ‘f?lnsitf{e;i“ At would ‘he in |2 Ome section of the public
The volume of office work "peogié,li?cf?ﬁ?iﬁsigﬁgn'ﬂ}_"SE .onomics is due to student numbers, Gourses
(with a substawtiialle nanbet therinformtion. VI | deseerdin ah¢ Tohbdet dithuthbapbaid.
AP e r Mullert mameii the. | .
The Division now caters f,(-;j:flg;;ﬂ}ém%ﬁsan_-g;?ﬁx's%eﬁ%ﬁt?ﬁ ere are four basic courses and an Honours
3 L 0. ._5.:} {4 ' :"' A i . 3 . .
options in the hirdPyie Bime m ekt & W enghLions i ifa secand veps andselgnt
options in the third year ygson,.saa Terbianche, p SEVENteen teaching elements, €ach requiring
the provision of coupse o- J Grdenewald; L3 ¢ it mHeS ,%@ icgrand, s tudy i@? and
. hoff, . o ; o .
tutorial no*!:esg‘ar'ﬁoﬁé)ﬁlr%--'f:'gef’.:t,‘;ln'.qri‘ff‘)tfg‘-et?r, ‘i‘“da%frery. subs a%%ﬁ amount mﬁvlgor Because
the course is run on seminar lines an&vor“wach seminar there is need to circulate
‘Pprepared papers—to—aH—the—participamts, A

Staff are very1§é%ﬁv
tion of their schola
any work which may b
is now excluded by t

' s ; e giv o
?3’ BIDEL 1 s PGB I O a%ﬁgsm o?-@bo?)k.'
ules, due o the shortage of secretarial time. It

may be plausibiylargeed, Bowslmy,Ttméswork Amethis diQ8gory ,.Come chinaiial 1y hodRs ,
should be given secrataniat as23¥sancRitn Bhwainis forSeptember 1927; Kokstad

Advertiser, 16 September 1927; Rand Daily Mail, The
For these reasons theiiyisiciohsemaskebfor 18R ebtained the services. of a part-time
clerical assistant for 1976. This is financed now out of money available against the
still vacant second Chair in Economics. The first part-time clerical assistant,
Mrs. Fisk, found it hard going, even though she had ten years of clerical experience.
Her replacement, Mrs. A, Bosman, was quite overwhelmed with the volume of work, although
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found on his dead body

- the South
It gives some
the war as seen by
x foreign land far
1t is -a war of horrot:
prisoners captured by
eaten alive.
' He ls

' at his ranch in Cuba.
And he makes frequent

-

mosquitoes.

On November 29, 1975,
“he writes: “We had some
. nows that our 18 friends
« taken prisoner Dby “the
enemy were eaten alive.
The news came from three
of our men who managed
to escape.

“This shows the enemy
have no  mercy for
prisoners.”

December 1:
¢ to me the enemy is build-
s fing up its force. At about

12 noon the ‘party’ started

.. and at S5pm the fight

was stil on. I eould hear

_ explosions in’ the distance.

, My iine was quiet. :

y - “They brought us some

r faod and while evervhody

F was eating the enemy

¢ started shooting with their
H* big cannons. -

L “We felt the explosions

L in our geetor. Everybody

@ fled and all T could see
was ~flying - Saucers and

o food all over the place.

<" eNpbody ‘ate but 1 had

my beer.

“The natives in
ire very nervous

3
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“It seems

don’t

THE SECOND AND mﬂ?ﬂ&.ﬁ. part
‘of 2 young Cuban goldier’s diary —
i in Angola
last year — has been re
African Defence
fascinating glimpses of
2 soldier fighting
from home.
he believes that
the enemy are

homesick, longing for his wife
.and children who cannot do without him

references to
{ fleas and

ANGOLA DIARY TE
AND DEATH AMID

leased by
Force.

kxnow what to do. “We
were told that if  the
enemy caught us they
would kill us all.”

Later, *In bed I killed

42 {leas. T counted them
because they are like wild

beasts and they bite . . . 1
am going to sleep NOW be-
cause 1 am tired and 1

- gnow I might wake up un-
der enemy fire but I have
to control my nerves.”

Gyppeo-guls

December §:

sleep much because of
mosquitoes. At dawn we
packed our things and

went to new positions. i
felt bad because - sinee
vesterday I have had gyp-
po-guts. . - -
“The enemy's artillery
‘started firing on our left
flank, and four shells went
over our heads and ex-

‘wound-up.  They
>4

ploded about 300 metres

“We didn't’

“of  the

P

away . . . WO had to rum
for cover behind 2a “wall
but there was not  enough
eover for evervbody.”

Decemhber 8: “At about g
I went to the HQ and then
to the front where the
75 mm cannons were. Al
9 40 tie enemy opened fire-

" with their artillery. They

hit a lot of us with about

15 shetls which exploded -
. at

the rvear. When the fir-
ing was almost over it
started pouring with rain
and all 1 could see was &
ted stream running from
all the dead podies.”

The young Cuban speaks
oy
friends from .Cuba wirom
he never expected to see
— inciuding. his cousin,
and he complains of
receiving no news from
home.

Again on December 0:
«f am thinking again of

. my

of meeting

'is OF HORROR .
THE MOSQUITOES

my children and my wife.
I wonder how they ave

doing back at the ranch.

They really need me
there.™

Speaking. of the aif-
ference between Cuba and
Angola he writes: “This
country is different from
mine in so0me anpects
especially in the way they
cook. The dishes these
people cook are exCeD-
tionally good . . . some of
friends had never
tasted (this food) before.
Thev loved it.”

Exhausted

And, “We haven many
men to spare. They are all
tired and exhausted. For
the past few days the food
has ot been sufficient .
God. there are a ot of cat-
tle here. 1 found a bow
and arrow amd use it te
hapt  just like the

" diary

Ev.

primitive ﬁ.am
dn. Tt is ideal. There is 10

neise . . . the enemy cant _m..
" :

trace you.”

The final entry in the
was made on Decem-
her 10 — the day before
the soldier died: “I woke
up. a little nervous think-
ing about when the next
attack  would ecome. At

104 mm  cannons .+ . -
stopped at Tpm.

“It was dark . - . om.w.,

ipstructer told us to MovE |

our cannons. we took all

the necessary precautions A&

during the move while the

enemy shells exploded,
<1 close my diary now. T
must get some sleep.

0

about 1pm we started #r-m
ing with our cannon and b3
the enemy replied with Yo

Tomorrow we shall see ;

“what my destiny has

to
mm.nf- ',au , .

o
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i Defence Correspondent
1., The London Sunday Tele-
B " graph has begun “publish.

ing what it calls. “the first
full exposure of the Ango- :

£ ' lan eivil war,”
i .. The Defence Force - 1o
& day <refused tg commeni

‘on the first part of the re.
port by Robert Moss, pub.
- Hished “yesterday, The de-
| tails cannot he bublished
{ -n- South Afriea in termg

“* |, of the Defence: Act.
" . Soureeg for.the Sunday
* Telegraph’s réborts‘are not

] yet known._




was’ to"prove:his value
a tough bush, soldier in’ the’
courseof the'offensive, * .
The ENLA meén  were

-followers. “of ‘Danie]

Chipenda, “'the. ~warlord
‘whose’ headquarters was at
-Serpa Pinto, ;i .
Chipenda had  broken
vay . from - the. MPLA. a
rear “b'efore” and his
¥ neyer - en-
: for.-gran-

k3

angar' on -Octobér .14
included omnly civilian
véhicles -—-+]oriies; vege-
table trueKs, private cars
and a few Landrovers.

The first tangle was the

‘southern town .of Perei-

ra d*Eca which had already

it -

. ¢hanged hands several:

times. The column ran
into light resjstance from

" 'MPLA  ambush - parties

using, RPG-7 antitank

“ rockets. -along the road

(and” also . from. Unita
foragers” who :had not yet
been notified of Operation
Zulu). .

But when. it got to the
town, niost of the defen-
ders fled intuthe bush,
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was jomned on Uctober Z0
by four troops of ar
moured cars (about 20 in
all) and half a platoon of
81 mm mortars, sent over
the border from South
West Africa. .

The column also gained
some more exotic recruits
at Rocadas. It was met by
a wvan of 47 Portuguese
led by a small, dapper
captain with a .ﬁﬁ.zwn
moustache called Aparicio,
who * proudly antounced
that he and his followers
were members of the Por-
tuguese Liberation Army
(ELP) snd that they in-
tended to drive the com-
munists out of Angola be-
fore carrying the crusade
to Portugal itself.

Aparicio quickly ae-
quired the nickname
‘Garibaldi’ with the South
Africans.

Unfortunately his group
proved to be bolder in
promises than in deeds and
never went further than
Sa da Bandeira.

Two day's later, the
strengthened column, how
led by a Landrover with a
machine-gun mounied on
top, swept into the town
of Joao de Almeida.

This was more vigorously
defended, It had been
used as a. major MPLA
storage depot, and large
quantities of good equip-
ment and propaganda
material were captured.

Now the road was clear
for the assault on Sa da

Bandeira, the capital of

Huila province, which was
still believed to contain a
sizeable White population,

‘Rommel’s’ main worry
now was that the MPLA
waould pull back inside the
town, putting the civilians
at risk, but the defences
turned out te be concen-
trated at ouflying posi-
tions, especially at a hiil
called Monte Cristo Rei
because of the large
statue of Christ on its
summit,

WINE FLOWING

It was left to Captain
Garibaldi and his libera-
tors to clear Sa.da Ban-
deira, It took them about
a week — albeif a very
sociable week with the
wine flowing freely at im-
promptu parties of Portu-
guese in the street,

The South Africans of-

fered the local radio sta-
tion to the Unita and
FNLA forces, but they were
not organised, so Gari-
baldi began issuing decla-
rations that the town had
been freed by the Portu-
guese Liberation Army.
Some of these broadcasis
pave rise to a report in
the foreign press that the

i

-of 81 mm mortars,

A SOUTH AFRICAN soldier stands guard over a half-finished installa-
tion at the Ruacana Falls in Angola,

mbwsmmHmmaEmﬁwG
march to the north. .

Joined by another troop
of Panhard armoured cars
and another half platoon
the
South Africans’ next
target was the major
southern port of Mo-
camedes. '

On the way the column
came under fire from 122
mm singledube rocket
launchers, an ideal
weapon for ambush, very
’ight, easy to handle, and
capable of being fired
from an ordinary car.

It was in the skirmishes
outside Mocamedes that
the column also saw
RPG-7 rockets used for
psychological warfare.
These have a range of
about 960 metres and a
self-destruet fuse, Fired
high, they would explode
in mid-air with & big bang
and a cloud of dense
black smoke totally
harmless, since they do
rot produce shrapnel, but
most demoralising to the
Black soldier.

HARBOUR TAKEN

The battle outside Mo-
camedes might have gene

badly for the Zulu column

if the enemy had brought
heavy mortars into play.
But the column man-
aged to fight its way
through, capturing a new
Russian-made 82 mm re-
coilless gun, and occupy
the harbour the same
evening (October 27).
There was an interest-
ing variety of shipping at
anchor, including a Portu-
guese Navy corvette, and
Portuguese, Greek and
T alian merchant vessels.
The South Africans be-
lieved these ships had
been bringing arms
and probably Cuban troops
as well — to. Mocamedes,
and were now heing loaded
up for mass evacuation.
They alse knew that
Noratlas airecraft al-
legedly owned by Frelimo

in Mozambique had been
ftying troops and equip-
ment out of Mocamedes in
advance of the Zulu offen-
sive,

As the sun set over the
harbour 2 red Fial coupe
with a white flag flut-
tering from its bonnet
drove out of the fown
towards ‘Rommel’s’ impro-

vised command post. It
had two occupants: The
Portuguese captain in

command of the 150 pa-
ratroops in the town, and
a naval officer from the
corvetta,

URGENT SIGNAL

They requested that the
shipg in the hourbour-
should be allowed to leave
on the grounds that they
were evacuating refugees.

The ecaptain also insis-
ted that his paratroops
wanted to have nothimg

to do with the war, ‘My
role here is to guard the
lives and property of the
refugees.’

It was later discovered
that he was not telling
the whole truth. Unknown
to the Zulu force, the
communications centre at
Silva Porto had already
picked up an urgent radio
signal from the Portus
gueses command in Moe-
amedes to Luanda, re-
guesting that the MPLA
reinforcements should be
sent at once.

It was also confirmed
later that at the time
Zulu arrived, a Soviet ves-
sel had been waiting out-
side the harbour, bearing
more arms and ammunj-
tion. :

Although he could see
harges laden with MPLA
men plying back and
forth between the harbour
and the ships at anchor,

ey

‘Rommel’ decided to grant
the vessels permission to
leave,

He also told the navy
officer that if the cor.
vette had not left by
dawn, it would be blown
out of the water — pure
bluff, simee the South
Africans had no means of
blewing it up.

But the Zulu column
had nothing to match the
corvette’s guns, and both
‘Rommel’ and Comman-
dant Businha were well
aware that had it re-
mained in the harbour
during the bhattle for: the
town, their forees could
have been cut to pieces.

The Portuguese para-
troops were ordered to
stay in their barracks.

' CORVETTE LEAVES
By first light on Oec-
tober 28 the corvette had
gone. Although there had
been intensive fire the
previous night, when
MPLA and Cuban forces
occupied the ridge oufside
the town and kept up an
intensive and accurate
fire with 122 mm rockets,
there was little resistance
inside the town itself.,
Advance unmits reached
the airport (south of the
city} top late to prevent
the take-off of a Nor-

atlas carrying MPLA
leaders, Cuban advisers
and some heavy weapons,
Although no Cubans
were actually sighted.
during the fighting

around Mocamedes, the
precision firing was the.
clue to their presence. At
earlier skirmishes back
along the road MPLA
gunners had been missing
with 82 mm recocilless guns
fired at close range.

DOCKSIDE LITTER

In the clear light of day
Mocamedes harbour could
be seen to be a pitiful
state, The dockside was
littered with suitcases,

" astonishment,

areas frurther narth into a-
Swamp.

From now on, the
campaign was to cenire
on bridges and river cross-
ings. Control of all-
weather roads became the
key to victory or de-
feat.

On the road from Sa da
Bandeira to Benguela, the
Zulu column ran into a
series of extremely well
prepared MPLA positions,

The influence of the
Cubans — who showed

themselves in the war to'.

be welltrained in pre-
paring and holding static
positions, although inept
fighters when, things
failed to go according to
plan — was now obvious
at every stage along the
way.

The first major clash on
the road to Benguela took
place at Caporelo at the
end of October. Here the
Cubans and MPLA had set
up their guns on a hill
overlooking a bridge.

" “Rommel' sent his Bush-

men westward along the
river to look for a ford

they could cross in order
to take the enemy by sur-
prise from behind.

The Bushmen went 100
far, missing the ford, In
the meantime, one of the
Panhards mnosed too far
forward along the main
road, disclosing the
column’s position,

ASTONISHMENT

To the South Afrieans’
the enemy
forces simply picked up
their equipment and ran
— hut not before tirying
to blow up the bridge,
~The explosive charges
had all been set but the
last man who had checked

the circuit on the detona- .
tor had forgoiten to re-

connect the wire.
The South Africans
drove on across the bhridge

- and pushed on to Caten-

-que, where the roads from
‘Benguela and Nova Lisboa
‘intersect. It was time to
‘take stock and find out
where the enemy was.

A party was sent east-
ward on the Nova Lishoa
road where MPLA units
‘were reported to be ad-
vancing towards Catengue.
A South African lieufe-
nant called Jan, blackened
from many months in the

bushveld along the South

West African border and
with flowing hair and
beard, drove in the
leading Landrover. He
drove straight into an ad-
vancing MPLA convoy,
led by officers nsing
Mereedes-Benz and Citroen
cars ‘borrowed’ from the
Portuguese.

He was saying he was
saved by the fact that the

ded’ (A8 MELA barrage by
firing off their own mor-

tars so rapidly (25 rounds -
a minute instead of the
normal two) that their
guns burned out and the
barrels grew so het that
when a round was inser-
ted, it would ignite imme-
diately, There were many
severe burns,

HASTY RETREAT

The road was finally
cleared after scouts from
the ‘Zuluw’ force found a
trail winding round the
south of the enemy posi-
tions. An advance group
was sent to try to cut off
the MPILLA line of retreat
but, as before. the enemy
beat a hasty retreat,
. Once again, luek saved
the bridge for the ‘Zulw’
column. Cuban engineers
khad run a wire back from .

the bridge for some 2000 i~~~ -

mett, q
, SOLUTION

. From his command post

in the airport control

tower ‘Rommel’ finally hit

on a solution.

He sent his mortars
round the eastern out-
skirts of the town, gam-
bling on them getting
within striking distance of
the enemy positions be-
fore the Cuban range fin-
ders could get a fix on
them, :

When the South Afri-
can mortars opened up,
they were still several
hundred metres too far
away from their target.

However, the enemy
commander must have
concluded that the South
Africans were morely
ranging in because the
Cubans and their rocket
launchers pulled out im-
mediately.

- The mortar companies
inside Benguela followed
suit, and the Zulu column
was again able to take
over an Angolan town

metres 1o the detonater. iy

Evervthing wag set for de- ;»

molition and the South

-Africans were astonished

that the bridge did nat go
up in flames. By a fluke,
one of their mortar
rounds had cut a wire,,

PRISONERS

At the Catengue hattle
field, the Sounth Africans
picked up another clie to
the Cubun presence — an-
intelligence map marked
in Spanish. They captured
prisoners who told

seven
them that there was a
large camp outside Ben-

guela with some 350 Cu-
. bans.

Other batile trophies In-.
cluded a Mercedes-Benz
and a red Alfa Romeo-
sports ecar, which had
been used by MPLA of-
ficers. The scouts renorfed
that a total of 52 MPLA
soldiers had been Kkilled at
Catengue,

After Catengue, the

..%Ew and their Cuban

friends holted north,
leaving neatly dug . trén-:
ches and even big ammu-

nition- dumps -in their |

wake,

Some 10 kilometres east
of Benguela, the Zulu
column came across 2
large training camp big
enough to hold 1000 men,
surrounded by 2 six-fool
barricade and deep ftren-
ches. :

ABANDONED

It had simply been
sbandoned. The - South
Africans happily carted
away 150 drums of diesel
oil worth more than E:.
lets in this campalgn
which had been carelessly
1.ff hehind,

Just south of Benguela
the column found another
camp, which turned out to
have been the Cuban base

k2Bl -

¥ ‘Major Tunumba, mar
in and evicied the FI
at gunpoint,

The Zulu force staye
Lobito until independ
day. ‘Rommel’ set up
headguarters on
muddy airfield, next
swamps where the d
population of mosqu
and fleas made sleep
possible.

He expected to be
called on November 1
accordance with his
nal orders but the or

were changed. Blgc
fighting lay ahead.
© Sunday Telegr
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Angola story s

Defence :Correlspbndeni

The South Airiean Defence{f
Force today clalmed that its |
force of less than 2000 men, |
with its Unita-FNLA .allies |
“could have couquered the
whole of Angola.”

Releasing its account ;
of the Angola war the
SADF said in Pretoria
today that the Unita
leader, Dr. Jonas  Sav-

N

wag ~ interested.
n “controlling his
“traditional area” "ang
did “not. -encourage::a
takeover of the whi
country. .. .z
Accordmg to the SA ]

_reach a settlement

. i:“}n., hVE'.s and e )

mage, s
Among - other facts
revealed today were:-

® The Baftle of Bridge
14 took place in thé €at
ofe area from December 9
to: 12, 31975

& The f1rst SADF man
killed in Angola died on
November- 12, 1975, south

¥ of Novo Redondo durmg

the “Zulu” battle group’s
advance up the Angolan
eoast.

A Sout'h - Afriea "-‘-fir.st

1 found signs of Cuban acti-

vity in Angola on Novem-
ber 4 1975 on the road to
Benguela, The following
day a number of wounded

. Cub_ans were captured.




played a crucial role in the.

Angolan War and-that its .

“armoutred- columns

Ir;e_rie'tt‘\ated to- x@é%hi_n' 50
m of Liranda béfore the.

controversial” pull-out-

order.was given. .. -

o A

- Military correspondents

from. major newspaper

conference at 7S50 uth

CAfrican Defence Force.

[ headguarters in ‘Pretoria
this afternoon where
details of the: South
African’ involverment. are
expected -to be - released
for the first time. .
- The Qovgrnmergt‘s. deci-
sion td make public its ac
count of. the:Angolan -in-
| yolvement. mugt be
“attributed to’twa impor-.

tant factors ~= the hpstile

I

“JORANNESBU ]’{G‘_ég =
South Africa will reveal -
for the first time today
fhat -its armed forces:

groups- have  been. sum-.
moned 16° a ‘special, press.

" Progresso; th

installed : Carter Ad-
ministration - in
Washington and accounts
of South Africa’s involve-
ment in the Angolart Wat
whic'n.have'b'een.prnduc-ed

by communist ;and non:.

communist'.jjdilrnhal‘ists in
Mexico and Bfitain. .

South ‘Africa €
d the full blame for

carrie
‘what happened in-Angola.
Although the: ‘South
African Government will
mot say -S¢ officially, the
United States and several
ather pro-Wester:n

countries virtually begged . .

‘fhe Government' to.coml
‘it its forces against the
;Guha-n.—,backé d -MPLA

“forges of Dr-'-A}éi;g-t,inh_o’;

" But when 'the: crunch

Came,
Jeft standing alone. - -

: . In-what it cglled the

L first full exposure’of the
‘Arigotan ;Ci

olan :Civil War,

graph

ay Tele

rgely “becalse
ited States lost’

1th fiti-co:
legraph said.-

an: article

‘Referririg to a
heC

i &.Telegraph

geie- tiuths. -7

‘Ciibdn - invasiofi -was el
aston W elie

attitude. of thE HEWly

eventually,

‘gase.’

L

South Africa was

the .

ity
- -haggling”

’ relan
-strongholds that"they had
Jotomibian. novelist.

said it contained

‘The first was that "thé'

Watergate.
the witch-hunt against the
CIA were in 1o shape to
respond effectively -to
Soviet aggression.

The second was that if
they ran into real trouble,
their Russian spahsors
wonld not allow. them to
fail. o )

The Cubans are said 1o

‘Tave poured 15 000 troops.
.into’ Angola, e W
motivated South African-

buf the well-

forces swept them aside
with almost pn'b'eli_evable‘

" Today, South Africans

“will learn for the first time -
~that it teok a S

South

Vietnam and’

African force which never

excegded. 2 000 men to
crack the 15 000-strong
Cuban oppositipn.: .
1t will ‘also be made
known today thit South
Africa's decision to Cross
from South West Africa
irito Angola was takeh at
Cabinet  level . The cams

“paign was code-named

Operation Savannah. .

. ‘Several times the South:
. African_advance- became.

bogged down: by~ political

Pretoria and Washington

and. more than gnce _the_y i

werée forced to:refake

beety told to-evacuate.’
_South Africanilosses in
Operation Savannsgh: were

-'83,-while thie Cuban losses

were: put as high as 2 009

~ Although the movement
6t ‘South -Aftican forces

-were widely reported-

overseas, South ‘Afriea
never admitted to ‘having
become involved in: the
Angolan War. - pDC.

etween”




"-(Contihue;d-fram.-a'.qea_l)‘. SR

“iThis - Was. wh

ure.”,'-Fp_\;
was ' decideéd to -
and support ¢ 1}

's yhitial in-

and -confused .
tnat - veigned .

nd: Galueque.. .
oftnee -Force

tuguese, GOV

= The™ South. - Afgidan '
Army.-sent .an - gtficer 10 .
gilva Porto o September
‘94: 1975 -to ‘help plan an
ope‘ratiori.-- to: ©stopil ‘the
TMPLA. ,march.. on - lova .
Tighod., o
He was. to advise Linita
on training. afid, reorgani-
~ sation tO hold “Nova. Lis-
oa at-all costs. N
A team.of 18 instructors
with . three - anti « tank
weapons Cand a  dew
! machine-guns latjer."joine'd
the: liaison .officer.: -~y
On - Ottober 6 2
; 'cdmpany-str'gngth - Unita
“fotpe Y accompanied -
-Gotith - African  advisers
and. instructors - claghed
_ with and halted an MPLA
match -at Norton de Matos
palfway between " Lobite
and Nova Lishoa. ¥
- More than

one: | of five armoured
cars used by “them .Was
destroyed. : v
‘The MPLA -march - on
Benguela then also came
to a halt and the South
African advisers organised
tke Unita forces into-de- .
i fensive positi'onsi-,\'vest and
north of Neva T.ighos,,
. Ag the-struggle hecame
more conventional, &

Silya Porto 10 join » the
south . ‘African - trained
Unita forces jn. mid-
October 1875. ~And- the
Toxbat combat group was
formed. T
With the ;._MPLA attack
_.on Nova Lishoa averted, |

t 7 attemtion jurned to the

- recapture of -south Angola.
A senior South Adfrican

q . ammy ofticer, became ad-

" Hotpu
"At times it

follow Swapo

s expeditions
it hecame. obv

viger to 2 lightly - armed

FNLAfUnita ferce’

ahgut. 1 000 ;men using Te-

moval and vpgetabl e

vehicles ‘as their fransport,
the ‘Zulw’

and ‘Zulu' - batile
group came into ‘DEINE,
v algd ift Qctobel.

Tts object :— the recap- |
_tyre of as many towns in !
- gourthern Angola- a8 ‘Pos-
~ sible. ‘ E

Their sucece sses 1o

cluded:, . p

October 19¢ Perelra

q'Eea. .

October 20: Rocadas. !
. October 23t Joao de. Al 1
meida — 80 jmportant |
communications centre
and MPLA headguarters,
which was taken afteT &
fierce pattle, .

g s

e T

October 24t Sa da Bam i

dierd, capital of the dis- |
<. triet and 2 strong MPLA
centre, and B R |

. October 28: Mocgmedes, ‘
port district, capital,

In these centres 'Ur_nta—

T FNLA adminjstrations

were restored.



-within a hair’s breadth of
‘seeuring  total military
victory for the anti-com-
munist movements, the
Telegraph said. o

Referring to an article i
by Colombian novelist Ga-
- briel Garcia Marques _in

the Mexican magazine,
Progresso (extracts of :
"which were published by |
the Rand Daily Mail), the -
‘Telegraph "article said it
contained two basie truths.

The first was that the -
Cuban invasion was en-
couraged by the belief that
the Americans after Wa-
tergate, Vietnam and the
witeh-hunt against the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency,
were in no shape to . res.
pond effectively to Soviet
aggression.

The second was that if
the Cubans ran into real
trouble their Russian spon-
sors would not allow them
to fail. . '

The Cubans are said to
have poured 15000 troops
into Angola but the well-
motivated South African
forces swept them aside
with almost unbelievable
ease, .

Today South Africans
will learn that a force
which never exceeded
2000 men cracked Cuban |
opposition. i

It is well'known that the
order for South Africa’s
withdrawal was a hitter
blow to the men who |— -
fought in “QOperation &a-
vannah” as the Angolan
tampaign was known to
the SADF,

Several times the South
African advance wag bog-
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ged down by wpolitical hag- P}
gling hetween Pretoria and g & w
Washington and more than =58RS %
once the South Africans SEEE
were forced to retake R REE
strongholds they had been T T
told to evacuate, 255 Eg

South Africa’s invelve- “:f‘-{b =
ment began in November gR ¥4
1975 and continued until 25
March last year, o5 © e

As South Afriea’s friends oo
fell away in the face of in-

ternational hostility the
order to withdraw was
Biven because this coun-
try could not fight alone
against the communist-
backed forces. )

South  African  ]osses
were 33, while Cuban loss-
fs Wwere put at 2 000,
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ON the morning of
October 7 1975 a
company - of teenage
soldiers f{from Jonas
‘Savimbi’s anti - Soviet
Tnita movement was
heading west through
central Angola. The
men belonged to one
of three -Black guer-
rilta movements which
had been promised a
-share in Angola’s in-
dependence from Por-
tugal, then only a
month away. Their
mission was to inter-

. cept a column of pro-

Soviet MPLA forces
that was reported to
be - striking east to-
~wards ~ Nova Lishoa,
Angola’s second big-

-gest city.

- depcndence . of

“The Unita (National
- Union for the Total In-
Angola)
‘cotummn had started out
from its base in Silva
Porto with: two old Pan-
“hard armoured cars (a
gift from President - Mo-

butu of Zaire) but one
had broken down along
the way. Its other

. weaponry was not impres-

sive: Three jeep-mounted
anti-tank missile laun-
chers, two 106 mm recoil-
Jess guns, and four 0,50
Browning  machine-guns.
But at this stage that was

. virtually the fell inven-

tory of Unita’s hardware.
ALL HELL
" The column included 14

South African infantry in-
siructors acting as  ad-

- visers, led by a major.

JThev -were tough nrofes-

- burst mortars — and five
Soviet-built T-34 tanks
with Cuban crews Joined
in.

4

116 DEAD

The South African” maj- .
or's jeep was knocked out’
from under him by an

armour-piercing . projectile

_{from one of the tanks, but

he escaped uninjured.
Unita’s young soldiers —
‘who had had only . two
weeks to prepare them. for
war — scattered in. confu-

sion. But- Unita’s solitary -

_armbured ecar, commanded
by a South African Li-
eutenant, - swung forward
“and-lobbed a 90 mm- shell
:into one of the Soviet
tanks, which disappeared
in flames. Thé South Afri-
cans managed io¢ knotk
out a second tank with
one of Unita’s 106 mm
puns, After this, the other
: three Soviet tanks pulled
hack. )

© While the enemy mor-
tars kept up an intensive
.fire, the South Africans,
ducking and weaving,
slammed six anti-tank mis-
silés “towards the  hidden
positions, without any cer-
tainty of hitting anything.
But a Unita patrol subse-
quently claimed that 116
of the enemy had been
killed. There were no
South African casualties.

DECISIVE

This skirmish at an ob-
scure spot in central An-’

gola (never befere repor-
ted) was the first armed

confrontation between the

Cubans and the = South

Africans,

which one of the most
brazen land-grabs that the
Russians and their satel-
lites have attempted
proved to be suecessful —
not because of victory on
the hattlefield, but
hecause of the political
failure of the! Wastein
powers to deliver suffi-
cient support to the anti-
Soviet guerrillas.

The communist invasion
of Angola is one of the
most . doeisive,

the prelude to
an extraordinary war in,

and most

HOW Fidel Castro’s 15 000 Cuban invaders
of iAngola, armed by Russia, won a victory
by default over the anti-communist guer-
rillas is told in detail for the first time in

- an exhaustive study,

which begins on this

page today, of this largely secret war.

The author,

Robert Moss, shows that

the United States, having begged South
Africa to put troops in fo offset the com-
munist intervention, lost its nerve and failed

to stop the great build-up of men, guns and

supposedly ~'pariahs = —
were begged by the
United States and by
moderate: Black African
leaders to put troops into
Angola to offset the com-
_munist intervention, By
ithe end of a lightning
:armoured offensive the

- South “Africans came with--

in a hair’s breadth of se-
curing a total milifary vie-
tory for the anti-
communist Black
movements of Angola.
‘W hy  that . victory was
thrown away is the most
complex story of all, But
the most damning factor
was the failure of nerve
in Washington.

In an age of televised
battles, the war for An-
gola was a remarkably sec-
ret war, and the truth of
+what® happened is only
slowly beginning to seep
out. The Cubans have just
produced their autharised
version, in the form of a

booklength article pub-
lished by the Colombian
PPN ) Fa il Rt | Frpaie

flage.

- aggression, The second Is

that the Cubans were con-
fident that, if they ran
inte real {irouble, their
Russian sponsors would
not allow them to fail.
CAMOUFLAGE

I was a war of camou-
Both  the Cubans
and the South Africans
went into Angola at the
oufset wearing civilian
clothes or other people’s
uniforms. Cuban volun-
teers (such as the three
wounded prisoners who
were taken to South
Africa for medical treat-
ment) were told that they
were being sent to work
on a building project, or
to undergo a political
training course in Russia.

Tha  firet  Ronth  Afpiean

aircraft . from across the seas, which had
started way back' in 1964,

The Russians’ motives were far from
ideclogical. They were after oil, diamonds,
minerals. — and naval bases.

" Only now, when the war is nominally rid,
over: but guerrilla resistance continues, does
the truth of this extraordinary adventure
begin to emerge.

The pro-communist

end.

forces outnum-

bered the anti-communists by 10 to one in
Ten times as many Cubans as

weaponty.

.
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' _cessor,

South Africans went in. But it was failure
of will which determined the issue in the

New details gathered in South Africa,
Woashington, Barbados, Lisbon, Paris, Mad-
Jerusalem and the states neighbouring
Angola show how the plot was  hatched,
the war. fought and the political capitula-
tion of the West ensured. The captured
. diary of a Cuban soldier.vividly re-creates
what it was like for these interlopers in a
Black civil war.

when, .as a young colonial

. army -officer bhased at

Santo Antonic de Zaire,
he was captured by FNLA
troops anhd imprisoned in
Kinshasa for six months.

.Holden Roberto's brother-

in-law is President Mo-
butu of Zaire. .
_Whatever the explana-
tion, Rosa Coutinho made

no attempt. to curb the.
Sbviet-bloe °
weapons to the MPLA -

delivery -oOf -

after he was appointed

‘High Commissioner in

1974, His immediate suc-
Air TForce General
Silva Cardoso,, was less

partisan, In April, 1973,
he stopped . a  Yugoslav
vessel from unloading its
fuil cargo of arms in Lu-
anda harbour; but the rest
of the cargo got through,
smuaelad by - fishing  ves.

Rodriguez, publicly ad-
mitted (in a speech in
December 1975) that
there were already 230 Cu-
ban military instructors
with the MPLA in the
spring of 1975. Some may
have been transferred
around- this time to the
fort of Massangane, On
July 25 another 50 Cubans
arrived by plane in Bra-

zaville to help assemble .

arms’ stockpiled
Noire. - .

Left-wing Portuguese of-
ficers who had . visited
Havana in July had un-
derfaken {according to
the Garcia Marquez ver-
sion) to - secure formal
Portuguese . approval for
Cuban aid to the MPLA.
In August the MPLA De-
fence Minister Iko - Car-
reira visited Moscow and.

at Pointe

asked for Soviet troops to.

support his movement.
The Russians immediately
rejected ‘his request; no

doubt fearing American

intervention, but' it was
suggested to Carreira that
he should put the: same

request to the Cubans.

Soon afterwards Carreira

- met three semior. Cuban
-afdvisers in Luanda, and:it
‘hecame their task to

sound out Castro.
- "MAIN FEAR .
In spite of the

other parts of Africa, the
Middle East and the
Caribbean, some well-
placed Western sources
believe that Castro did
not immediately bhecome
fired with enthusiasm for
this new prospect of -ideol-
ogical derring-do,

His main fear was that
the Americans would re-.
taliate -~ possibly by
direct action, or at least
by a blockade, against
Cuba. The pitiful state of

the Cuban economy and

invol- -
vement of the Cubarns in’

UNITA
‘Savimb
have b

cluding
~ 2 Guinea-{
- bigue, A
Brazavill
to send |
West
sources
tro had
on - the
before (
of the C
had bee
him in |
week of
- him of 1
the Sout
had kep
with bof
Unita b
— migh
in on th
moveme
™™ an



FSTO (T T A TR VI A egehalsly

" teered to go to the aid of

had so far
- baitle
Soviet-

They

Unita in what
been. .-a - losing
against  superinr
supplied weapons.
wore Unila uniforms,

About 7 km outside the
village of Norton de
Matos, the little column
yeached a hridge. Scouts
were sent sorward, and
reported that !he enemy
was not in sight. But then
a spotter plane appeared
overhead, and one of the
Black soldiers opened up
on it with a machine-gun,
This was the signal for all
hell to break loose. From

over the brow of the hills
bevond the river the con-
(Popular
Movement for the Libera-
forces

with recoilless

guns, light attillery, air-

cealed MPLA

tion of Angla)
opened up

R
bl T

sombre, furning-peints in
the whole period since
1945, It is the story of
how more than 15000
troops from a sugar-cane
republic in the Caribhean
were transported 6000
miles across the Atlantic
to serve as the Gurkhas of

the Soviet Empire, and
how a pro-communist
Government in  Lishon,

and a number of Third

World Governments,
smoothed the way for that
invasion.

It is also the story of
how the South Africans —
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Marquez in the Mexican
magazine Progreso. In the
midst “of a wealth ‘of fac-
tual detall, his account is
ifttered with distortions
and plain untruths.

WITCH-HUNT
For example, Garcia
Marquez states that the
decision to send Cuban
combat soldiers into An-
gola was taken on Novem-
ber 5 1975, Bui Cuban
troops were on the battle-

field months before then.
He describes a battle at a
Cuban training centre out-

+ side Benguela in October

that the South Africans
* found deserted and crawl-
ing with lice. He gives the
impression of a triumphal
Cuban march to the south
''in the early months of
¥ 1976, but does not men-
i tion that it took the Cu-
bans more than two

] months to occupy the ter-

I ritory that the South Afri-
1 cans vacated after they
" took the political decision
., 1o withdraw.

< But there are two basic
P truths in the Gareia Mar-
I guez account, The first is

< ‘that the Cuban invasion
S was encouraged by the be-
I Jief that the Americans,
! after Vietnam, Watergate,

o Al d the  witch-hunt
" against the CLA., were in
¥ pno shape to respond

& offectively to communist

. instructors
wete ordered to talk only
in English and to describe
themeselves,
Enzlish.

West’'s capitulation,

with Unita

if asked, as

I cannot profess 1o

write the secret history of
the Angolz war
but this narrative (based
on authoritative
in several non-communist
countries) will tell a great
deal that has never been
told before. First,
the communist invasion of
Angola and how
achieved;
of the war,
hattle

in fuil,

sources

there is

it was
then the course
including the
for Luanda, the
and then the
which
in ‘President
Kaunda’s chilling phrase,
‘a plundering tiger and
her savage cubs’ to the
gates of Rhodesia, South
Africa, and the moderaie
Black African States.

THE TRIGGER

The Russians had been
deeply involved in Angola
since the early 1960s. In
1956 the rigidly pro-Soviet
Portuguese Communist
Party had helped to found
the Popular Movement for
the Liberation of Angola,
in which Dr Agostinho
Neto — a mulatto who
had helped to set up a
clandestine communist
group during his student
days in Oporto — emerged
as the dominant figure. In
the early 1960s the MPLA
established its first con-
tacts with the Cubans,
who were helping to run

capital;

has hrought,

"a training ecamp for Afri-.

can guerrilias at Dolisie in

Congo-Brazzaville. A num-
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MAP SHOWS the towns and cities of Angola.
direction of the South African battle group,

ber of MPLA cadres alse
received training in Cuba
during this period.

In 1964 the Portuguese
communist leader Alvaro
Cunha] set up a meeling
for Agostinho Neto with
the Soviet leaders in Mos-
cow. This was the trigger
for a more ambitious So-

viet suppor{ programme.
The Russians began ship-
ping consignments of

arms and food to Dar-es-
Salaam, from where they
were trucked to the
MPLA via Zambia. Soviet
metchant vessels laden
with smallarms, AK47
rifles, RPG-7 rocket laun
chiers, and morfars became
a familiar sight in Tanzan
ian waters. The Russian:
also began doling out !
cash subsidy ranging be
tween 150000 U.S, dollar
(R130500) and 360 OO
dollars (R261 000) a year.

DIMINISHED
Most significant, pei

haps, the Russians begal
to receive a regular intak

of MPLA rtectuits for
training at the Institute
of Marxism-Lezinism (for
aspiring commisars), at
the army camp ©of Simfe-
ropol in the Ukraine (for
rank-and-file seldiers), and

at the Frunzi military
nc:nmm (for officer
material). Oneof the gra-

duates of Frumi was Iko
Carreira who, as the
MPLA’s Minister of De-
fence, was to play a crit-
.ical role in the secret
talks that led to the Cu-
ban invasion of Angola.
_Soviet. aid to the MPLA
diminished@ between 1972
and 1974, apparently as a
result, of the movement's
miserable performance in
guerrilla operations
against the Portuguese.
There was a sharp re-
newzl of interest in the
MPLA, however, just be-
fore the coup in Lisbon
on April 25, 1974, that set
the scene for the decoloni-
sation of Portuguese
Africa. The Portuguese

| PART of the armoured column codename

d ‘Zulu,” which penetre
into Angola.

ted se thousand kilometres

The arrow indicates the

3

‘Zulu’s,” thrust.

Communists were deeply
involved in the coup, and

the Russians had at least.
fore-warning of :

+

six weeks
it.

But for the Russians the .

key strategic objective
was not Portugal itself,
but Portugal's African
possessions — above all

Angola, rich in oil, diam-
onds and other mlinerals,

and occupying:a vital igee- .

political = position,
sources have claimed that

treaty with the MPLA
leader Neto under which
they undertook: to guaran-
tee continued:.support in
return for a pledge that,
if the MPLA succeeded, it
would allow Russia to set
up navai bases-in Angola.
The Portuguese announ-
ced their plans for decolo-
nisation in Adigust, 1974.
In the second half of that
vear, the Russians shipped
arms valued ai- six-million
U.S. dollars (R5,2-miilion)
to the MPLA via Dar es
Salaam. They.also opened
up a new route for arms
deliveries -via Congo-
Brazzaville. Weapons were
either shipped to the Con-
golese port of Pointe
Noire, and then smuggled
into the Cabinda enclave
by truck, or: flown into
the Maya Maya air base,

outside Brazzaville, -and -
ferried into .Angola by
small vessels “plying the
deserted north-western

Unijta .

coast- or by small;, ¢t ;.

planes.

RED ADMIRAL

At this stage, the Portu-
guese High Commissioner
in Angola was Admiral
Rosa Coutinho, the ‘Red
Admiral,’ notorious for his
pro-MPLA ‘sympathies,
Sources close tp the
leaders of the rival Natio- *
nal Front for the Libera-
tion of Angola (FNLA)
claimed that the bitter
hostility that Rosa Cou-
tinho displayed towards
the FNLA and its leader
Holden Roberts, was con-
nected with the indigni.
ties inflicted on him

_sels and Sovietmade {dibu-
ing craft from Pointe
Nuire.

NO ELECTIONS

1t fell to General Silva

Cardoso {Who was ab-
ruptiy sacked in July, on
the pretext of ‘physical

and psychological exhaus-
tion’) to preside over the
disintegration of the polit-
icai formula for Angola’s
future that had been
agreed on at a conference
at Alvor in Portugal and
signed on January 15,
1975. The three Angolan
guerrilla movements were
to have strived in a tran-
sitional  Government to

‘prepare for a general eglec---

tion on_ October 30 and -
‘independence on Novem-
ber 11. They were also
supposed to provide 8000
men each for a national.
‘defence force.

But the MPLA and its
backers had no’ intention
of sharing power with
anyone, £till less of hold-
ing general
which Unita — because -of
its political . ‘base. among
the: Qvimbundu .peoples, -
the lapgest “ethnic group °
in the country — would
almost certainly have
swept the board. Between
CApril and August, 1975,
Soviet-bloc arms flowed in

through the ports of Lu-

anda, Dar-es-Salaani- and
Pointe Noire, and the
Russians also embarked

on a major airlift of arms
by Soviet military trans-
ports landing in Brazzav-
ille; '
MOMENTOQUS

The MPLA was being
equipped Wwith rocket--
launching and with 1-54
and 1.34 tanks and field
artillery. In conirast the
JFNLA amd Unita were
§tilt equipped with side
sarms- and little eise. Al-
though the CIA was
authorised to spend
300000 " dollars (R261000)
in covert suppotrt for the -~
FNLA . in -January, 1975,
supplies started io trickle
through in significant
guantities only in July —
-partly .the  result of hold-:
ups “in . Kinshasa, where
the logeal ‘officials:'are not
famed for - their efficiency
or incorruptibility. - .

ADMITTED -

But it.was ro good’ sup- -
plying weapons  without
teaching the MPLA how
to use them:. In Degember

1974, large contingent of

gwhbomﬁnmuwmamzoo.m
had been flown to Russia W
for intensive training. But
early in 1975 a more
momentowus decision was
taken: to put Cuban in-
structors into Angola.

Cubg's deputy Foreign _
Minister, Rafael ,

Carlos

elections in -

[

CRZ261-T2r D> > =
been anotihzer—
But the Rxaissi
clear that Tix €
footing the E>i
Ssaid to have <
assurances £
would ernter 7
conflict Al re«=




@N

-
A;t.mm.

u\d

avimbi insisted that SA hold back

PRETORIA. — At the height of
its involvement in the Angolan
conflict — in January last year —
the total number of South African
Defence Force members who par-
ticipated in the action stood at
just under 2 000 men, and they
counld have conquered the whole
of Angola.

This was revealed here yester-
day at a press conference at
which the nature and extent of the
South African Defence Force's
involvement in the Angolan con-
flict was spelt out.

A statement issued by defence
headquarters said the anti-
communist forces had maintained
an 800 km defensive front in an-
ticipation of an OAU-inspired
political solution,

“But with the inability of the
OAU an accomplished fact, the
South African forces, except for a
limited number of protective
forces in south Angola, had to
withdraw by January 22, 1976.

“The allied - FNLA/Unita
forces supported by South
African forces could have con-
quered the whole of Angola, but
the leader of the Unita movement,
Dr Jonas Savimbi, insisted that he
was only interested in controlling
his traditional area betause he
“was determined to reach a settle-
ment with the MPLA to thé ad-
vantage of the whole of Angola,”
the statement said.

Confidence

Dr Savimbi had had full con-
fidence that if he could maintain
his authority in his traditional
area the MPLA would have
agreed to a peaceful change of
government in which all three
movements would have cnm:
represented.

“This was what he favoured all
along, rather than to invelve his
country in a bloody struggle
which could not only have cost
the innocent lives of his people,
but also caused the destruction of
his country’s infrastructure.

“For this reason it was decided
to give help and support only on a
limited scale,” the statement said.

On South Africa’s -involvement
with the FNLA in north >=mo_m it
said:

“The Republic of South Africa
also acted in an advisory capacity
at Holden Roberto’s headquarters
at Ambriz, north of Luanda. This
advice was that Roberto must, at
all costs, retain his territory and
not faunch an offensive.

“It was hoped that the FNLA,
would, in this way, be occupying
the whole of its area of influence
in north Angola at the time of in-
dependence.

“This advice was, however,
thrown to the winds and on
November 6 the SADF sent a
senior officer as am observer to
Roberto’s ‘headquarters. This of-

FNLA attack on the MPLA-
Cuban defensive positions, just
north of Luanda.

“As a result of the fact that no
South African instructors had ac-
companied this FNLA force, the
attack by an FNLA battalion,
supported by a number of ar-

‘moured cars manned by Por-

tuguese, and artillery, was a total
disaster.

“The attack was badly planned
and coordination between sup-
porting fire and troops was ex-
tremely’ poor, with disastrous
results.

“Against the advice of South
Africa. Roberto gambled away his
forces on careless attacks, instead
of vsing them for the retention of
his traditional area of influence.
The results for FNLA were dis-
astrous.” .

“South Africa’s initial involve-
ment in Angola came about
because . southern Angola was
thrust into a bloody struggle and
misery directly by the Portuguese
Government’s decision about the
eventual transition of govern-
ment.

“The chaos and confused con-
ditions which reigned there made
it possible for Swapo terrorists to
freely cross the border, to commit
murder and robbery in Owambo
and to disappear again into the
chaotic conditions in southern
Angola.

“The robbery and murder €x-
peditions further threatened the
construction and safety of
workers at the important hydro-
electric schemes at Ruacana and
Caluegue.

“The SA Defence Force moved
in to protect these two schemes
after the Portuguese Government
failed to take the necessary
precautions to ensure the safety
of the workers at the two
schemes. In this action peaceful
contact was made with represen-
tatives of Unita/FNLA And
MPLA.

“At times it was necessary for
the SADF to cross the border to
follow Swapo terrorists in hot
pursuit operations to bring them
to justice for their cowardly deeds
of aggression against Owambo.
" “From these expeditiosn it
became obvious that an armed
struggle between the three Angola
factions was developing.

“Thousands of refugees started
crossing the border. Apart from
confirming the power struggle,
they also mentioned the presence
of Cubans supporting the MPLA.

“In a hot pursuit operation the
Defence Force came across
Cuban ammunition and weapons
dumps which placed the security
situation of southern Angola and
the water schemes in a completely
different light. )

“Meanwhile, Unita and FNLA
appealed to the SADF for sup-
port: against Sommunist infiltra-

tion in Angola. The communists
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were at that stage occupying the
traditional area in southern
Angola.

The statement said it had been
ptanned that the reconquering of
the whole area by the
Unita/FNLA forces would take
place in phases — firstly by recon-
quering and holding southern
Angola and secondly to retake
the harbour cities of Benguela
and Lobito, thereby ensuring and
holding the whole FNLA/Unita
sphere of influence.

The South African Army sent
an officer to Silva Porto on
September 24, 1975 to help plan
an operation to stop the MPLA
march on Nova Lisboa. He was
to advise Unita on training and
reoreganization to hold Nova
Lisboa at all costs. .

A team of 18 instructors with
three anti-tank weapons and a
few machine guns later joined the
liaison officer.

On October 6, a company-
strength Unita force accompanied
by South African advisers and in-
structors clashed with and halted
an MPLA march at Norton de
Matos, halfway between Lobito
and Nova Lisboa.

More than 100 MPLA troops
were killed and one of five ar-

moured cars wsed by them was
destroyed.

. The MPLA march on
Benguela then also came to a halt
and the South African advisers
organized the Unita forces into
defensive positions west and
noith of Nova Lisboa.

As the struggle became more
conventional, a squadron of ar-
moured cars and crews were sefit
to Silva Porto to join the South
African-trained Unita forces in
mid-October 1975, and the Fox-
bat combat group was formed.

With the MPLA attack on
Nova Lisboa averted, attention
turned to the recapture of South
Angola. A senior South African
army officer became adviser to a
lightly armed FNLA Unita force
of about 1000 men using
removal and vegetable vehicles as
their transport, and the “Zulu”
battle group came into being, also
in October. Its object—the recap-
ture of as many towns in southern
Angola as possible.

Successes
Their successes included: Oc-
tober 19: Pereira d’Eca, October
20: Rocadas, October 23: Joao
de Almeida — an important com-
munications- centre and MPLA
headquarters, which was taken

- district

after a fierce battle, October 24:
Sa Da Bandeira, capital of the
;and a strong MPLA
centre, and, October 28:
Ecomammn? a port district
capital.

In these centres Unita/FNLA
administrators were restored.
. The allied forces moved on to
take Benguela and Lobito from
the MPLA/Cuban troops and
then crushed a resumed enemy
advance on Nova Lisboa.

The statement described the
recapture of Benguela and Lobito
thus:

Deserted positions

“November 4, 1975 Zulu,
with a strength of about 500
FNLA/Unita, resulting from the

retaining elements which were left
behind in alt big cities, recaptured
the Benguela aerodrome without
meeting much resistance. On the

road to Benguela, many signs of

-Cuban presence on a large-scale

and also of Cuban cowardice,

were observed.
“Well prepared, but deserted

defensive positions were found
south . of Benguela, while hasty
Cubans had even left secret docu-
ments behind,

“Alarge MPLA training camp,
éra_.n “‘Cuban ‘.instructors had

ficer was, at the time of thé

trained tecruits was summarily
destroyed and in their haste the
Cubans had even left large quan-
tities of weapons, ammunition,
petrol and food.

“November 5: After Zulu had
been cornered for the whole of the
previous day by heavy mortar
and 122-mm rocket lauachers,
fired from Benguela, Zulu suc-
ceeded in determining the posi-
tions of these weapons which
had, in the meantime, moved out-
side the city.

“Zulu then bombarded them
with mortars. The Cubans,
together with their weapons, im-
mediately retreated after which
Zulu occupied the city.

“The f{irst wounded Cubans
were captured in Benguela, the
administration and services were
restored and medical treatment
administered by two South
African doctors who had accom-
panied Zolu.

“Many of the wounded were
teenage children, whom the flee-
ing MPLA and Cubans had hur-
riedly supplied with arms.

Artillery support

“After its experience xrw the
122-mm rocket launchers which
had far exceeded Zulu's mortars
in effective range, Zulu requested
artillery support from South
Africa, Four 88-mm guns and
personnel therefore joined Zulu
after November 11, 1975,

“November 7: Zulu continued
its advance to Lobito and took
the city without any resistance.
Zulu thep remained in Lobito un-
gl 11 November, 1975, in an-
ticipation of possible orders to the
South Africans to retreat.

“Battle group Foxbat joined
Zulu in Lobito, but departed
when it became obvious that its
support was not needed. The third
phase was thus successfully
brought to a close.

“However, no positive situa-
tion was in sight and Zulo was
commtanded to continue its ad-
vance to Novo Redondo, the
northern border ef the
FNLA/Unita area of influence.

“November 12; After Zulu had
continued its advance, it clashed
with MPLA/Cuban forces just
south of Nove Redonde. The
MPLA/Cuban forces were in well
prepared defensive positions.

“Zulu suffered losses and the
first South African member of the-
force was killed. Zulu's newly ac-
quired artillery came into action
at once and the enemy fled. Novo
Redondo” was recaptured on
November (3, 1975.”

General killed

With the renewed MPLA/
Cuban advance on Nova Lisboa
in late October 1975, the Foxbat
group, comprising a South
African-trained battalion, South
African advisers and an ar-
moured car squadron, moved

from m_?m Porto to Teikera da
Silva and on to the Santa Com-
ba/Cela area to check the enemy
advance.

They killed a Cuban general in
the ensuing action. From there
they moved on to take Caraculo
(October 27), Cubol (November
1), and Norton de Matos
(November 3), which fell after
fierce resistance. )

The first real destruction of the
enemy occurred after Foxbat
joined up with a Unita element
and chased the enemy north of
Santa Comba.

On November 11, the allies
controtled a line stretching from
‘north of Lobito to Santa Comba
and eastwards to Luso. The
forces were able to move
northwards with the greatest of
ease, cleaning up and retaining
the territory up 8 the Cuanza
river.

Mediation

“The maom_.m_u_.:nm_ borders of
South Africa’s ifivolvement, as
well as the possibility of South

" African withdrawal by November

11 however, prevented it.
(Holding the territory).

“After mediation by go-
betweens, the South African
forces, which comprised at that
stage about 300 advisers/instruc-
tors and personnel as well as a
limited number of armoured cars,
-mortars and anti-tank weapons,
remained in anticipation of a
political solution which was the
prospect held out by the
mediators.”

<Then came independence.

“After independence, Cuban
forces and an unfimited number
of Russian armaments streamed
into Angela and completely took

“over the military function m.o_:

MPLA.

“Foxbat, m:msm"_ﬁ:aa by Zulu.
had to contend with heavy 122-
mm fire on November 13, after
which this battle group requested
artillery from the RSA. While the
build-up of Cuban forces took
place mainly in the Quibale area.
the South African supported
Unita and FNLA concentrated
on the retention of their
traditional areas of influence.

.Esealation

“Action in which these forces
was concerned took place mainly
in no-man’s land between Quibale
and Santa Comba.

“The need to hold the territory
resulted in an escalation of South
African involvement and the crea-
tion of additional battle groups to
such an extent that the South
Africa involvement just before
withdrawal stood at just under
2000 men (logistic element in-
cluded).

“As a counter-move to the

Cuban build-up and especially tc
the 122-mm rocket launchers,
140-mm guns were brought into
the struggle. This caused chaos
among the Cuban ranks.”

The battle of Bridge 14 fol-
fowed on December 9.

Three days later a new battle
group, known as Orange, com-
prising a Unita battalion, an ar-
mouted car squadron, a company
of South African infantry and ar-
tillery, occupied the Salazar
bridge over the Cuanza river,
north of Mussende, the northern
border of the Unita area.

“In order to harass the Cuban
forces at Quibale and to retain a
Unita stronghold at Cariango, the
battle group Orange came to
blows with Cuban forces at
Quibale on December 15, 1973.

Jets and tanks

“Enemy concern at this harass-
ing action is obvious from the
fact the Cubans used jet aircraft
and tanks, of which one was put
out of action.

“At the special request of Dr
Savimbi, who wanted to ensure
the safety of the whole Benguela
railway line for a free Angola, a
battle group, named X-Ray, con-
stituted the same way as Orange,
launched the battle of Luso, from
December 8 to 11 and teok the

" city.

“ Approximately Nmo MPLA
were killed here and an ap-
preciable amount of equipment,
including, heavy weapons, was
seized.”

The group then divided into
three battle teams which:

“On December 20 cleaned up
eastwards to Lamege and there
came across the great railway
bridge, already destroyed.

“On December 14 cleaned up
eastwards to Bucaco and seized
the bridge across the Luchia river.

“On December 19 cleaned up
southwards to Lentembo.”

Agperessive way

The statement concludes: “The
above were a few examples of the
aggressive way in which the com-
munist forces maintained an 800
km defensive front, in anticipation
of an OAU-inspired political solu-
tion. But with the inability of the
OAU an accomplished fact, the
South African forces, except for a
limited number of protective
forces in south Angola, had to,
withdraw by January 22, 1976.

“The allied FNLA/Unita
forces supported by South
African forces could have con-
quered the whole of Angola, but
Dr Savimbi insisted he was enly
interested in controlling  his
traditional area because he was
determined to reach a scttlement
with the MPLA-to the advantage
of Angola.” — Sapa '




MPLA headquarters, - cap-'
tured. -

® October 28:
Mocamedes, a port and dis-
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By WILLEM STEENKAMP
Defence Reporter =~

IN JUST UNDER 2% months in late 1975
-a tiny South African expeditionary force
that never numbered more than 2 000 men .
‘E‘lll told spearheaded an amazing bush
blitzkrieg” that succeeded in conquering

! gzlc:lre than half of ‘Angola in the face of great -
. ‘ B

which included full details of
.c_!ates and places although not names of patticipants, give the
all to Cuban and Angolan Government claims -

In an amazing series of en ing from ski
. ; gagements ranging from skir-
mishes to full—sgale battles involving armour and artillery, the -

nun;ber of Marxists, capturing farge amounts of wepons and
ggu}l{;i)lxlr;fint and inflicting thousands of fatalities for the cost of
By the time international political
Republic to withdraw from Angola,
their Black allies of the Unita and
manded a front 800 km long,
;5 But for the insistence of
nita chief Dr Jonas Savimbi
he South Africans and teyy 1 1@ Tull Angola
llies could have conquered at =~ StONy, page 11.
of Angola. o

But .the Aqg_olan statesman insisted
nly his trad:tlonal sphere of politicat

pressure forced the
the South Africans and
FNLA movements cont-

that he wishes to controj
Support — because even

It was a strar_lge, confused campaign waged by small semi- - |
dependent units reminiscent of the “Jock columns” of the
estern Desert days — incredibly smail forces which fought
ne or occgsiopa_lly in concert and grew by fits and starts ag
scemeal reinforcements arrived, :
Tl.w first South African forces to penetrate deep into Angola
nsisted of 18 instructors with some anti-tank weapons and g
v machine-guns who were sent to Silva Porto in late
gtemper 1975 as part of a plan to Stop an MPLA march on
* Unita capital of Nova Lisboa (later renamed Huambo),
In October 6 a company-strength Unita force accompanied
South African advisers and instructors met and halted an
LA force at Norton de Matos, halfway between Lobito and

va Tichemn L0100 - o .

trict capital, captured,

® November 5: Benguela
Port captured after a two-day
artillery battle which ended
with the precipitate retreat of
the Cuban defenders.

@ Novembei 7: Lobito oc-

cupied without resistance.
" @ November 13: The im-
portant port' of Novo
Redondo captured after a
‘ pitched battle with MPLA/
Cuban forces in which died
- the first South African soldier
to be killed in Zuiu’s amazing
dash up the coast,

In late October Battle
Group Foxbat, consisting of &

‘B South African-trained Blatk

battalion, a South African ar-
moured car squadron and
some advisers, marched out of
Silva Porto. This is how it
fared; -

@ Late October (precise
date unknown): Clashed with
Marxists in the Santa Comba-
Cela area kilied a Cuyban
general who was, apparenily,
accompanied by his fiance
and inflicted heavy casualties.

. @ October 27: Quibala, an
{ imporiant junction on the
| road to Luanda, captured.

© November 1: The town
of Cuhol captured.

@ November 3; The town
» of Norton de Matos captured
after fierce fighting.

# November 13: More or
less static fighting in “no-
man’s land™ between Quibala
! and Santa Comba.

© December 9-12: “Hridge
14" eaptured and heavy losses
inflicted on the Cubidn/MPLA
forces.

The third of the battle
groups, code-named Orange,
was formed on December 12

ova Redondo |
First South African killed

Jar

Continuod from page 1

moured ecar squadron, South
African artiflery and a com-
pany of infantry, This is what
Ordnge accomplished:

@ Mid-December (exact
date unknown): Salazar
Bridge over the important
Cuanza River, situated north
of Mussende (the Unita area’s
rorthern border), occupied.

® December 15: Cubans .
attacked at Quibala as part of
a harassment operation also
designed to protect the Unita
stronghold at near-by
Cariango; with Cubans using
Jet aircraft and tanks, of which
one of the latter was knocked
out.

~Savimbi request

The fourth and last battle
group, code-named X-Ray,
was formed at the express re-
quest of Dr Savimbi for the
purpose of ensuring the safety
of the Benguela railway line.
Constituted along the same
lines as Orange, X-Ray ac-
complishied the following:

@ December 11: The im-
portant eastern railway town
of Luso wag captured after a
three-day battle, with about
250 MPLA being killed and
guantities of equipment and
heavy weapons captured.

Then XKray split into three
semi-independent battle teams
which fanned out and ac-
complished the following:

@ December 20: The area
east of Lumege cleaned up,
although not in time to save
the pgreat Lumege tailway
bridge from destruction by the
Marxists,

@ December 14: The area
eastwards of Bucaco swept
clean of Marxist forces and
the Luchia River seized.

© Deceinber 19: The area

southwards of Luso cleared of
enemy forces,

. w from a Unita baitalion, an ar-
Nova Lisboa - ]

(Huambo)

Fads s it

Mocamedes

Oshal{ati ®

1900 km ¢
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= In m.ld-October 1975" the
first of the fourSouth African
| battle groups: to- ﬁght in-Angola.
.was formed at Silva Porto and
. code-named Foxbat. It con-
- sisted:, mainly of some South
African ~armoured cafs and
- anti-tarik weapons.and a force
“of - Unita, troops, with South
" Africans’ adwsmg and helplng
to lead

Famous “Zulu” .

I the same per:od another
) battle ‘group —*-code-named
Zuiu“and’ destmed to become
the miost famous of the four —.
~was also formed.
’ El_ghtmg .independently for
the most part but someétimes
jeining forces, Zulw and Fox-
bat woi: v1ctory after VlctOI'Y .

, Zulw s mission . was smlply,
Ato recapture ag many. towns in -
-southern. Angola asrpossible.
This. is what happened after it
set off from' Silva Porto:

., 0ctober 19: Pereira "
;D’Eca captured :
@ October 20 Rocadas
-roaptured
R ) October 23 Joao de
~Almeida — an-iriportant com- .
munications centre -and’
MPLA headquarters — cap-
tured after fierce ﬁghtmg.

™ Octobcr 24: Sa da.
Bandeira, a district capital and

" Continued on page 2 '

T N —DoTIgE - - - NS =it AUk - e oy b - )

X s

‘ce-beatin

5 piece modular lounge suite for(




PRETORIA — At the height of its invelvement in the

Angolan conflict in January last
South African Defence Force members w
the action stood at just under 2 000 men.

congquered the

This was revealed
yvesterday at a press con-
ference at which the
nature and extent of the
Southr African Defence
Force's involvement in the
Angolan conflict was spelt
out.

A statement issued by
Defence Headquarters
said the anti-communist
forces had maintained an
800 km defensive front in
anticipation of an OQAU-
inspired political solution.

“But with the inability
of the OAU an accomplish-
ed fact, the South African
forces, except for a
limited number of protec-
tive forces in South
Angola, had to withdraw
by January 22, 1976.

“The allied FNLA/Unita

" forces supported by South

Tos

African forces could have
conquered the whole of
Angola, but the leader of
the Unita movement, Dr
Jonas Savimbi, insisted
that he was only in-
terested in controlling his
traditional area because
he was determined to
reach a settlement with
the MPLA to the advan-
tage of the whole of
Angola,” the statement
said. .

““This was what he
favoured all along rather
than to involve his
country in a bloody
struggle which could not
only have cost innocent
lives of his people but also
caused the destruction of
his country’s infrastruc-
ture. For this reason it
was decided to give heip
and support only on a
limited scale,” the state-
ment said. .

‘On South Africa's in-
volvement with the FNLA
in north Angola it said:

“South Africa also acted

in.an advisory capacity at -

tiolden Roberto's head-
guarters at Ambriz, north
of Luanda. This advice
was that Roberto must, at
all costs, retain his
territory and not launch
an oifensive.

‘“*This advice was,
hqwever, thrown to the-
winds and on"November 6
the SADF sent a senior of-

ficer as an observer to

Roberto’s headquarters.

«Against the advice of
South Africa, Roberto
gambled away his forces
on - careless attacks, in-
stead of using them for
the retentioh of his
traditional . area :of -in-
fluence. - The results for
the FNLA were-dis-
astrous.” - . :

«South Africa’s. initial
jinvolvement in Angola
came about hecause
southern Angoéla was
thrust into a bloody
struggle -and misery

“directly by the Por-

b Government’s
decision about” the even::
tuzl . transition of
goveérnment. - _
. *“The ¢haos and confus-
‘ed conditions which reign-
ed there made it possible
for Swapo -terrorists to
cross the border freely, to’
commit murder and

tuguese

< Angola.

whole of Ango

robbery in Owambo and to
disappear again into the
chaotic conditions in
southern Angola.

‘“The robbery and
murder expeditions
further threatened the
construction and safety of
workers at the important
hydro-electric_schemes at
Ruacana and Calueque.

“The SADF moved in to
protect these two schemes
after the Portuguese
Government failed {o take .
the necessary precautions
to ensure the safety of the
workers at the two
schemes. In this action
peaceful contact was
made with represen-
tatives of Unita/FNLA and
MPLA. ' )

“In a hot pursuit opera-
tion the Defence Force
came across Cuban am-
munition and weapons
dumps which piaced the
security situation of
southern Angola and the
water schemes in a com-
pletely different light.

“Meanwhile, Unita and
FNLA appealed to the
SADF for support against
communist infiltration in
Angola.” )

The statement said it
had been planned that the
reconquering of the whole
area by the Unita/FNLA
forces would take place in
phases — firstly by recon-
quering and holding
southern Angola and
secondly by taking the
harboure cities of
Bengueta and Lobito,
thereby ensuring and
holding the whole
FNI.A/Unita sphere of in-
fluence.

The South African
Army sent an officer to
Silva Porto on September
24, 1975, to help plan an
aperation to stop the
MPLA march on Nova

" Lisboa.

A team of 18 instructors
with three anti-tank
weapons and a few
machineguns later joined
the liaison officer.

On October 6 a
company-strength Unita
force accompanied by
South African advisers
and instructors clasémég}'e
with and halted an, MPYA
march at Nortonr-de Matos
halfway between Lobito
and Nova Lisboa.

More than :100 MPLA-

la.

transport, and the “'Zulu”
battle group came into
being, also in October. .

Its ohject was to recap-
ture as many towns iIn
southern Angola as
possible.

Its successes inclided:
October 19 Pereira d'Eca;
QOctober 20 Rocadas: Oc-
tober 23 Joao de Almeida.
an important com-
munications centre and
MPLA headguarters,
which was taken after a
fierce battle; October 24
Sa da Bandeira, capital of
the disirict and a strong
MPLA centre; and Oc-
tober 28 Mocamedes, a
port district capital.

The allied forces moved
on to take Benguela and
L.obito from the
MPLA/Cuban troops and
crushed a resumed enemy
advance on Nova Lisboa.

Benguela was

recaptured bv Zulu on
November 4 and 5.

Deserted defensive,

positions were found
south of Benguela, while
hasty Cubans had even
left secret doeuments
“The first wounded
Cubans were captuied in
Benguela, the administra-
tion and services were
restored and medical
treatment was ad-
ministered by two South
African doctors who had
accompanied Zulu.
“Many of the wounded
were teenage children,
whom the fleeing MPLA
and Cubans had hurriedly
supplied with arms.
“November 7. Zulu con-
tinued its advance to
Lobito and took the city
without any resistance.
“November 12: Zulu
clashed with MPLA/Cuban

forces just south of Novo,

Redondo. Zulu suffered
iosses and the first South
African member of the
force was killed. Zulu's
newly acquired artillery
came into action at once
and the enemy fled. Novo
Redondo was recaptured
on November 13."

~n November 11. the

.es controlled a line
' ; ; Pt

troops were killed and one .

of five armoured cars used
by them was destroyed.

“As the struggle became
more conventional, a
squadromn of armoured
cars and crews were sent
to Silva Porto to join the
South African trained
Unita forees in mid-
October 1975. The “Fox-
bat” combhat group was

formed.

“With the MPLA attack

.on Nova . Lisboa averted,

attention turned to the
recapture of South
A senior South
African Army officer
became adviser to a light-
ly armed FNLA/Unita
force -of about 1000 men
using removal and

vegetable vehicles as their

year, the total number of
ho participated in
They could have

stretching from north of
Lobito to Santa Comba
and eastwards to Luso.

However, the
geographical borders of
South Africa's in-

volvement, as well as the
possibitity of South
African withdrawal by
November 11, prevented
the holding of the
ferritory. ‘

“After mediation by go-
betweens, the South
African forces, which com-
prised. at that stage about
300 advisers/instructors
and personnel as well as a
limited number of ar-
moured cars, mortars and
anti-tank weapons,
remained in anticipation
of a political solution
which was the prospect

held out by the
mediators.”
Then came in-
dependence.

“After independence,
Cuban forces and an un-
limited humber of Russian
armaments streamed into
Angola and completely
took over the military
function from MPLA.

“Foxbat, strengthened
by Zulu, had to contend
with heavy 122 mm fire on
November 13, after which
this battle group re-
quested artillery from
South Africa.

“The need to hold the
territory resulted in an es-
calation of South African
involvement and the crea-

tion of additional battle

groups to such an extent
ihat the South African in-
volvement just before
withdrawal stood at just
under 2 000 men.

During the historic Bat-
tle of Bridge 14, which rag-
ed from December 9 to 12,
Poxhat dealt the Cubans a
shattering blow.

The results of the bhattle
were: 200 Cubans killed,
200 MPLA killed, ten 76
mm guns seized, 22 122
mm mortars seized, four
122 mm rocket launchers
destroyved. one 122 mm
rocket launcher seized.
four South Africans
killed. — SAPA.
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AT the height of its i
volvement in the Angolan.
war in -January last year
the South African De-
fence Force had commit-
ted -fewer than 2000 men
to. the conflict and could
have conquered the whole
of Angola.

This was revealed in
Pretoria yesterday at a
Press conference where
the nature and extent of
South Africa’s involvement
in the conflict was spelt
out,

Defence - headquarters
said anti-communist forces
had maintained an 800 km
defensive front in the hope
of an Organisation of Af-
rican Unity-inspired poli-
fical solution in Angola.

But whep the QAU fail-
ed, South African forces—
except for a limited num-
ber of protective forces in
south Angola — had to
withdraw by January 22,

“The gllied FNLA-Unita
movements supported hy

South African forces could.

have conquereéd the whole
of Angola,” Defence head-
quarters said. :
] -

“But the leader - of
Unita, Dr Jonas Savimbi,
was interested only in con-
trolling his  traditional
area and was determined
to reach a settlement with
the MPLA to the advant-
age of the whole of An-
gola". S

Dr Savimbi had full con-
fidence that if he could
maintain his authority in
his traditional area, the
MPLA would have agreed
to a peaceful change of
government in which all
three movements would
have been represented.

This was what Dr Sa-

vimbi had favoured all-

along. ‘He had not wanted
tp involve his country in
v hlandy  otmieele which

They

S

vement with the FNLA in
porthern Angola, Defence
headquarters said: “South
Africa also acted in an ad-
‘visory capacity at Holden
Roberto’s headguarters at
‘Ambriz north of Luanda.
Roberto was advised that
at all costs he must retain
his territory and not
launch an offensive.
“But this advice was
thrown to the winds, and
on November & the SADF
sent a senior officer as an
pbserver to Roberto’s
headquarters.

“Jt. was hoped FNLA
would in this way be occu-
pying-the whole of its area
of influence in mnorthern
Angolg at the time of in-
dependence.

“Thig officer was, at the
time of the FNLA attack
on the MPLA-Cuban defen-
sive positions, just north
of Luanda. ' )

“Because no South Afri-
can instructors had accom-
panied this FNLA force,
the attack by a FNLA bat-
talion — supported by a
number of armoured cars
manned hy Porfuguese and
artillery — was a total dis-
aster. .

“The attack was badly
planned and co-ordination
between supporting fire

and troops was extremely

poor, The results were dis-

astrous. .
“Against the advice of

South Africa, Rolk erto

SWEC

outh Africa’s
glory

Flpl7

to .a bloody struggle by
the Portuguese Govern-
ment’s decision on the
transition of power.

“The chaos and misery
which reigned there made
it possible for Swapo ter-
rorists to freely cross the
border, to commit murder
and robbery in Owambo
and to disappear again in-
t¢ the chaos of southern
Angola.

«These expedifions of
robbery and murder also
threatened th e construc-

" tion and safety of workers

at the important hydro-
electric schemes at Rua-
cana and Calueque.

“The Defence Force
moved in to protect these
two schemes after the Por
tuguese Government had
failed to take the neces-
sary precautions to ensure
the safety of the workers
at the two schemes.

“In this action peaceful
contact was made with
representatives of Unita-
FNLA and MPLA.

R

©wat times it -was neces
‘sary for the SADF to cross
the border to follow Swapo
in hot-pursuit operations
to bring them to justice

“for their cowardly deeds

of aggression against
Owambo. -

“¥rom these expeditions
it became obvious an arn-
ed struggle between the
three Angolan factions was
developing. :

“Thousands of refugees
started crossing the bord-
er. Apart from confirming
the power struggle, they
also mentioned the pres
ence of Cubans supporting
the MPLA. .

“In a hot-pursuit opera-
tion the Defence Force
came across Cuban ammu-
nition dumps. This placed
the security -situation of

southern  Angola and, the,
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on careless attacks instead ..W.HMMMHEv...mmmmmﬂm;mmtzmwnwaw:
of using them to retain ~ “Meanwhile, Unita and
his traditional area of in- FNLA had appealed to the

" Blinnocent lives but would
B 3lso have destroyed his
S country's infrastructure.

-B For this reason -South  fluence. +SADF for ainst
| Africa had decided to give “South Africa's initial noBEnEmamM_MmeﬂmMmm mms
help and support only on  involvement in Angola  Angola, The communists

a limlted scale.
On South Africa’s invol-

came about because south-

H t -
ern Angela was thrust in- were at that stage occupy

ing the traditional area in
southern Angola.

“Dr Savimbi had full
confidence that if he could
maintain his authority ip
his traditional area, the
MPLA would agree o a
" peaceful change of govern-
ment in which. ali three
movements would be rep
resented. :

“This was what he fa
voured all along — rather
than involve his country
in a bloody struggle which
could have cost the lives
of his people and the des
truction of his country’s
infrastructure.

“For this reason it wag
decided to give help and
support on only a limited
scale.”

Defence  headquarters
said the recapturing of the
whole area by the Unita .-
FNLA forces ‘had been =
planned to take place in
phases: By recapturing and
holding southern Angola,
then faking the harbour
cities of Benguela and Lo
bite and after this holding
the whole FNLA -Unita

South Africa's allies in the south were Unita
troops whose choice of uniforms was determined
_ux what they could capture. These men are wear-

ing Chinese, Portuguese and NAPLA uniforms.

The big pull-out . . . South African troops roll over the Cunene River into South West Africa after
. their military exploits in Angola.

attention turned to the re-

A plundered store
stacked in front of it. This type of looting was typ

personnel as well as a li-

in Sa da Bandeira. Captured ai

all big cities, recaptured who had accompanied Zulu.  was killed. Zulu’s newly-

the Cuyban build-up — and

sphere of influence.

The South African Army
sent an officer to Silva
Porto on September 24,

capture of south Angola.

A senior South African
Army officer bhecame ad-
viser to gz lightly-armed

the Benguela aerodrome
without meeting much re-
sistance,

“On the road to Bengue-

“Many of the wounded
were teenage children
whom the fleeing MPLA
and Cubans had hurriedly

acquired artillery came
into action at once and the
enemy fled. .

“Novo Redondo was re-

mited number of armour-
ed cars, mmortars and =anti-
tank weapons, remained in
anticipation of a political

especially fo the 122 mm
rocket launchers — 144
mm _ guns were brought in-
to the struggle. This caus-

1975, 1o help plan an ope: FNLA-Unita force of la, many signs of Cuban ¢ i i t N i " luti i i
K ; , ‘ upplied with arms. _ captured on November 13. solution which was the e
ration to stop the MPLA  about 1000 men using 1é-  presence on a large scale 5 wwﬁmﬂ s experionce of With the renewed MPLA-  prospect heid out by the n%ﬁ#ﬂﬁmom in the Cuyban
march_on Nova Lisboa. ' moval and vegetable ve- and alse of Cuban coward- the 122-mm rocket launch- Cuban advance on Nova mediators.” ° The Battle of Bridge
The officer was to advise  hicles mon..:msmﬁo:_ and  ice were observed. ers which had far exceed- Lisboa. in late October Then came ‘indepen-- 14 fgllowed on Umnma_owH.
dm;m.moﬁ %Sw:_ﬁm ww_sﬁ %M Mwww mwwna%w”%mm_mnccm “Well prepared but de- ad 7Zulu's mortars in ef- 1975, mrm Mcxumﬁ_:m_wmﬁ. am:.%m. 9.
organisation to hold I e 0 18, also 1 serted defensive positions p Zulu asked comprising a Sout fri- ~ “After ‘independence, T ; t
Lisboa at all costs. October. Its object — the  were found south of Ben. %me,_wwzmwwmmwcvwcﬂﬁ from Can - trained  batfalion, Cuban forces and an un- Umﬁwmwn.mn.wwﬂﬂw% _.ﬂ %Méw_ new
ﬁkwﬂ ﬁ.ﬂw Mm%ﬂwﬁuw%hm:mwww Mmmcﬂmﬁwm momMro Mw ?H“_Mnmw guela. Hasty Cubans had  South Africa wﬁmzﬂ African mmsmmnm limited number of Russian Orange and comprising a
-tank wea- L ~ left even secret documents ? T ndg ~ and an  armoured car armaments flooded  into  Uni battalion, .
’ pons and a fow machine  &s uomm__gm. i hehind. 1 mu%ﬂﬁmym‘wzﬁ“mommﬂmcmwma squadron, moved from Si- . Angola and took over aoﬁnw.mn wmﬁw :Mm.wmnm.ﬂb mM
guns M.wm%. joined the liai- n.uﬁm_w suceesses includ- ot "after November 11 T moﬁoa to m.m_ﬁﬂm:w» ..ﬂm completely the militar¥ company of South African
son officer. ed: : o _ ! : ousa and on to the Santa  function f MPLA i i
- . < Zulu o n rom . infa & rtil
ﬁ.us m.mﬂowmﬂm wmocEﬂmuq October  19:  Pereira “A large MPLA treining noamm:%omm,m:v%méﬁnm t0 m%avm-o&m mHmm to check Foxbat, strengthened n:vmwwﬂum:%m»wmumhmmmﬁmw
streng nita foree ac  d'Eca. where Cuban im. city e enemy advance. by Zulu, had to comtend over . the Cuanza River

companied by South Afri.
can advisers and instruc.
tors clashed with and halt-

October 20: Rocados.
October 23: Joao de Al-
meida, an important com-

camp,
struectors had trained MP-
LA, was deserted. In their
haste the Cubans had left

Lobito and took the
without any resistance. Zu-
Iu remained in Lobito un-
til November 11 in antici-

They killed a Cuban’
general ip the ensuing ac-
tion. From there they mov-

with heavy 122-mm fire on
Novembeyr 13, after which
this battle group asked for

north of Mussende, the
northern border of the.

LA t icati , . ed on to tak lo o - Zrtj ¢ Unita area.

" in MPLL Smarch sl momchlons Tentre and i e Cubans bed K} L EOVERSCOLE Srers | SLOD [0 K ST loN  artilery grom South “Afri

between Lobito and Nova Was taken after a fierce WEaPoms, cmmunition, pe- to the South Africans t0 ' vember 1 and Norton de o eeqwhs . E——

Lish battle trol"and food. refreat. : Matos on November - 3 - While the build-up of = .

1sboa. mon»m&mw 24- Sa da Ban- “On November 5, after “Battle group Foxbal = opter fierce resistance. MHMWMW mounmmgnccwﬁwﬂmwwwmm .mou.mMOm mwmmwww&ﬁmwmz% ﬂ% WM.

S deira capital of the gls. Zul had been comered Joined Zulu in Tobito but _ area, "the  South African. tain a Unita stronghold at

for the whole of the pre- departed when 1t became  SoCRERSEEEEEEEN ] G o A i a

MPLA supported Unita and FINLA  Cariango, the battle group

More than 100
troops were killed and one

triect and a sfrong MPLA
centre. '

vious day by heavy mortar

obvious its support was not
needed.

The first real destrue-

forces concentrated on the

-Orange confronted Cuban

of five armoured cars used October 28: Mocamedes, and 122-mm rocket launch- prAil ; ; " retenti ¢ their tradi. forces at Quibale -
by them was destroyed. a port district capital, ers, fired from Benguela, N This cwc:mwﬂ_m:m sz.m w_mo% mwwm Qm.mﬁ-_ommswawmwﬁm honal Mﬂm_mm o e n“.nm.. nmE._oM , H%E on De
The MPLA march on . In these centres Unita- Zulu succeeded in de- Doase successtully Unita ,mw..o:cx B chased . “Action in which these “Enemy concern at this
Benguela then also came FNLA adminjstrations  termining the positions of c 58t no positive situa-  the enemy north of Santa forces was concerned took harasging action is obvious
to a halt and the South Af- iwm.m H.Mwwou%nm these weapons which had . =C B0 Gopiand Zulu  Comba. " blace mainly in no-man’s, from the fact the Cubans
rican advisers organised e allied forces moved been moved outside the was ordered to continue On November 11 the al.~ 1and between Quibale- and = uSeq jet aircraft and tanks,

the Unita forces into de-
fensive positions west and
north of Nova Lisboa.

As the struggle became
more conventional, a
squadron of armoured
cars and ctews were sent

on to take Benguelz and
Lobite from the MPLA-
Cuban troeps and then
crushed a resumed en-
emy advance on Nova Lis-
boa.

The recapture of Ben-

city.

“Zulu hombarded them
with mortars, The Cubans,
together with their weap-
ons, immediately retreat-
ed and Zulu cccupied the
city.

its advance to
dondo, the northern bor-
der of the FNLA-Unita
area of influence. .

«On November 12 after
7Zuly had comntinued its ad-
vance, it clashed with

Novo Re-

lies controlled a line
stretching from mnorth of
Lobito to Santa Comba and
eastwards " to Luso. The
forces were able ‘o move
northwards with the great-
est of ease, cleaning up

Santa - Comba.

“The need to hold the
territory resulted ira  an
escalation of South  Afri-
can involvement and the
creation of additional
battle groups to such an

Wmm of which was destroy-

“At the special request
of Dr Savimbi, who want-
ed to ensure the safety of
the -wwhole Benguela rail
for a free Angola, a battle

: to Silva Porto to join the - Zuela and Lobito took “The first wounded Cu-  MPLA-Cuban forces fust and retaining the territory = extent that the South Afri- group named X-Ray was
& L South African-trained Uni- Em.nm like this: hans were captured in  gouth of Novo Redondo. up to the Cuanza River. can jinvolvement just be- formed the same way as
ta forees in mid-October On November 4, 1975, Benguela, the administra. “The MPLA - Cuban “After mediation m__% go- - fore withdrawal stood at Orange. I took the city of

" The

infantryman, backbone of the strike force.

A South African soldier reaches a high point
overlooking a river in Angola.

1975. The Foxbat combat

group was then formed,
With the MPLA attack

on Nova Lisboa averted,

Zulu, with a strength of
about 500 FNLA-Unita
made up from elements
which were left behind in

R
oy )

tion and services were re-
stored and medical treat
ment was administered by
two South African doctors

forces were in well pre-
pared defensive positions

and the first South Afri-

cap member of the force

betweens, the South Afri-
can forces, which compris-
ed at that stage about 300 .
advisers, instructors and

just under 2000 men. This
included the support ele-
ment.

“Ags a counterrmove to

Lusg in a battle from De-

cember 8to 11.
“About 250 MPLA

troops were Killed here



PRETORIA == The full
rele in the Angolan ct
revealed for the first time

extent of South Africa’s
vil war was publicly
yesterday — more

' than a year after South African troops ‘were

withdrawn.
At-a_ press conference
heré, the Defence Force
acknowledged for the first
tHime that South African
troops had penetrated
deep- into. Angola - in sup-
port of the anti-MPLA fac-
tigns in the war. :
While dealing at great
length with' the. technical
details of the Angolan
camfbaign.gDefence of-
ficials;went to gréat pains
to avoid
questions. _
They had no comment
to offer on the political
- considerations which led

political

withdrawal.

-But it is an open secret
that the South Africans
were pressed to go in by
the United  States and
_geveral other pro-Western
countries. When the
political tide. turned
against “Western involve-

struggle, South Africa's
friends deserted her.
Asked why: it had taken

so long for. the real story
about Houth African
farces, imvolvement:in the
iwar, to. emerge, a sénior
- spokesman said what
triggeéred ‘the: conference

| Sunday of a-report in 2
i British” newspaper, the
Sunday Telegraph, about
South Afriea’s in-
volvement. . -

. Six. commanders of bat-
tle: g»r‘pup,s.whp -had taken
part in:the. eperations in
Angola- were introduced
to the press-and-rep jed to
questions, with the re-

quest that for gbvious
‘reasofs their hames
‘should ot be mentioned..

One’ commander said

what had distressed him
Pm‘o‘st- aftér his-return to
1

10 South Africa’s eventual .

| was the  publication last

ment in the Angolan-

South-Africa had heen the -

P

' gecusation” in. lettérs to

.newspapers that the

Defence Force had seen fit
to usé*tyoung children” in
combat action. - - :
“Bar from being young
children, ourn
icemen:had

i3 -patl
" forefathersw

ago.-The tougher. the 'go-

ational ser-,
6.0 be.

ine. was the better they .

Another commander
said: “Unita commanders
had great praise for the
irreproachable conduct of
ihe South African troops.
There were no contraven-
tions of military codes of
conduct. or irresponsible
shooting. Wheremembers
of the enemy forces sur-

‘rendered, our .troops

acted absolutely correctly
and in a-disciplined way.”
. Asked about prisoners
of war. .the. senior com-

mander said all Cubans or

MPLA members taken
prisoner of war by South
African forces had been

surrendered to their.
.allies. .

- As far as he knew, there
were at present only three
Cuban POWs still held In
South Africa. They were

‘brought to Pretoria for

specialist - medical
treatment.

Asked whether the
South -African weaponry
matched that of the
enemy -forces, .the senior
commander said there had
been .certain instances

-where the enemy’s heavy

artiliery -had outranged

‘the South. African fire

power: “But we had: little
difficulty in reading them
them. In-addition oyr ar-
tillery fire was absolutely
aceurate.” :

The South Africans had -

discovered in Angola that
the Russians and Cubans
were not invincible giants

- -or supermen and that they

did not possess fantastic
military brains.. -

“1 think we cah now
better unpderstand - our
enemy. In future we will

not underestimate himt

byt we are .now: better
egliipped ‘to know what he

-ig caphblesof doing,” one

of the commanders said.

* The . Gybans had used
fear tactict and drugs to
get their men to fightand
large quarntities. of dagga

were seized on several 0¢-

well and-out-tanceuvring:

" doing.

casions by South African

troops.. . .

There was also evidence
that eriemy commanders
trving to flee had been
shot by their own people
— a typical communist
methaod of dealing with
any sign of weakness.

" The, commanders
deseribed as “tripe’”
overseas reports that the
South Africans had gone
inte battle with ta ed
music blaring. from their
atmoured -cars and that

they were accompanied by

jeggy blondes. ‘ )
- They countered with a
few anecdotes of Cuban
behaviour, “such :as the
Cuban genera] who ook
his fiancee to war. They
were both killed while try-
ing to flee {rom an engage-
ment with South African
1roops. i
in-two incidents. Cuban
soldiers behaved “as only
men under the influence
of drugs would have.”
“On  oneé occasion . seven
Cubans armed with pistols
opened fue on.a South
African armoured car
from close range. [t was
suicide -the commanders
said. - o
_In another incidént, -a
pistol-shooting Cuban

soldier ogeri-ed fire oh am,

approaching armoured
vehicle .and -was gunned
down. . . T

His right.hand was
almost severed and was
dangling from Rtisarm by a
single téndon: He tried to
slap a Seouth African
across the face with the in-
jured- hand,- apparently
not realising what he was

“The $outh African com:

‘manders were full.of

gt‘aise‘ioi‘-l)tf- Jofids Savim-
i.. Unita's: leader, but
were scathinglyreriti¢al of
Holden Robérfo, leader of
the FNLA. <DDC-SAPA.

4 :
SA could have conguered

Angola, page 7.




GEHRI STRAUSS
PRETORIA — Fewer than 2000 men
of the South African Defence Force
swept aside the Cuban - backed
MPLA in Angola, and had pene-

trated to within 50km of Luanda

when they were pulled back last .

year, it was learned yesterday.

. The decision to withdraw had been
purely political, Defence Headguarters
told correspondents here. '

One commander pointed out: “Given an.
other month on the battlefield we would have
taken the whole of Angola and crushed’ Dr.
Agostinho Neto’s troops.

‘Phe story of Southb

reports published in Britain and Mexico.

Africa’s involvement in the.
Angola war was told to eorrect “somewhat inaccurate”

il

Defence Headguarters
forces lost more tnan 700
the loss of only iive Sou

The SADF went into

revcaled that communist
killed in action as against
th Atricans.

Angola. at the reguest of

1V the;: tougher’ .the

_ Unita and FNLA. who.asked for.Support against eofn:
. munist infiltration-in. Angola. where
;vere then occuipying the southein section of the coun-
e .

The release of the story of South Afri¢a’s involva-
ment is a great morale-hooster for the nation. . ..
The story could not be. told before hecause nf
diplomatic considerations and £ curity. reasons.
The Hghting -quality"of Boutl' Afrl
rated highly at the conierence by &% of the company

commeanders who led the forces during-the Angolan

pon LopdTe e ® .
fifolaty eampaign was -South Africa’s first
our soldiers émerged from it as blooded veterans
who - acquitted toemselves. supe Iy- in combat and
displayed magnificent fighiing fapabilities. L
T p—

. the -communists.

FLASHBACK to. the

war in Angola — a

rica’g youthiwas |

ant in a convertional ‘war since Korea and’

picture released yester-

knocﬁed»ou_t - Russian-_

made . a mp

armoured £ GaT

Nova Redondo;”

“day by the Defence
‘}:l@aglqtgarter_s{i_s_hmgs, a.

. ."“The tougher the going f
: rdeter- -}
mination and we-learned
very guickly ‘that' the
Russians and Cubans are
not eight " feet: fall. And.|
fior - do- -they -have com-

puter-brains. R
CuAE no. time:did. we
tndérgstiméte’ the enemy

and we: are Tow better

 équiipped “to-’ understand:

power, was superior and _
h ? eh) ‘Said the §

.. leader of FNLA.

The Cubans had used
fear tactics
to get their men (o fipht
the war and latpe quan.
tities of marijunna were
seized” on several ocea-
sions by South African
troops. ,

" hifn - @nd-- measure hist- & £ 3
worth: Onir-weapous were., fuli of praisc for Dr.
wvery good and although . -Jonas Savirabi, they were
: the  enémy = sometime: " geathingly  critical  of
ountranged us our ~fire Holden  Roberto, the

and  drugzs

. P@Eﬁﬁ@s mw
Neto’s Cubaris

In spite of the logistical
problems of supplying
the South Africans they
were well cared for,

Put when the rations
did not arrive on time
they  kept  themselves
going on excellent tinned
Cuban pork--and Cuhan
cigars—which were Jeftr’

¢ behind In huge quantities

v

by the
troops.

_ @‘wo nlso Page 6 ' ‘

fleeing ¢ Cuban !

i
ment . to offer on the

considerations
led to South
with-

political
which
Africa’s eventual
drawal,

RBut it is an open seeret
that the South Africans
were pressed fo go in by

the TInited States and’

several other pro-West-
ern countries. .

When tie political tide
turned against Western
involvement in the
Angolan struggle, South
Africa’s friends deserted
her.

MThe Prime Minister,
Mr. Vorster, had said in
Parliament last year
that the. choice af that
stage had been either to
go into Angola with fuall
military power or with-
draw.

Because -South Afriea .

‘was not prepared to fight
alone on behalf of the
West, it had been de-

cided to withdraw.
While' the South Afri-
commanders were

can




Government - had. told

GOV
neither’ the public nor

- Parliament the trith

at the time, My-Colin

Eglin, leader:ef. the
- PRP, said todays .
" And while it had-been.
an- undoubted . military.

success for . South Afriea,
thie exercise had ~failed to
achieve. apy of -its" politi-
cal objectives, he- said,

. Asked ‘to comment - to-

day on the -detailed: ‘story

. of ‘South Africa’s: involve-

. mernt 'in . Angola, 0pPpPOSE-
tion- leaders were unani-
“mous ih their praise for -
_ Eorce's:
* aghievethents—and in} eriti- -

the Defence

- cising the @Government for

keeping the truth.from the
public for s¢ long: - ’
“The Minister,. of De-
fence, Mr. P. W Botha, 10-
day declined to.reveal de-
tails of the political hack-
ground to ‘South, Africa’s

. involvernent .in- Angola.

- Mr -Vause Raw, MP, de-
tence spokesman ~for. the

‘United Party, said he lad

* always believed /it was a
. mistake rot- 4 put the

.

country in the: picture on
Angola. S

- Exclusive

" whe truth  aboiit “Angold.

~ The much talked:about. Bri-
“tish account of - South

_Afriex’s role. Starting-is
day on Page 13, .

] have never. under-

" stood the tofal hlanket of-

secrecy placed. - over
Operation  Savannah—even |
when. it .was all: aver..
“Militarily, it was an
operation of which South |
Afriea - can well " be
proud. History will give
the judgment on the poli-

tical decision behind it.”:
' REASON
Accounts of  South

Africa’s involvement: in
Angola by journalists: in’
Britain and Mexico, and
changed conditions. . in
Angpla, gave rise fo.yes-.
terday’s first detailed re-

port, according to. thé: De-
partment ~of Defence
* spokesmait. )

The spokesman sald.sev-
eral representations had
been made to the Minis-
ter of Defence by the Press
to release full details and
after the first of a series
of articles on the war were
published in a British Sun-

‘day newspaper the Minis-

To Page 3, Col 10




Dr Jonas Savimbi, UNI- ' : r
TA’s leader bui they were

By DON MARSHALL

~ ca's yount e gl 5 =
'-:S-O.‘UTH Africa’s young soldiers Dy aid South Afr: b
&¥:-are as tough and resourceful as s e herto's hoad.
their predecessors in the Boer War, quarters, north of . Luans
‘ - - _da, and they advised that
the company commanders who led - he' must. retain s el
T - - I - unce -
.the fighting in Angola, said yester- fory and mor @
day. ' - - 1t was hoped that ihe
o y' ‘ ' o FNLA meldfbgtoccupyu;%
: _— : - its area
_The offlcers — who cannot be named %ﬂﬁu‘gg&e at the time of
for-security reasons — were talking at a " independence.

“Roherto gambled away
his forces on careless at
tacks and the result fo1

| the FNLA was disastrou”.
' one officer said.

Pretoria . Press conference when  the | |
‘Defence Force revealed for the first time
the; full-story of its campaign against the’

MPLA, Apart from military as
T P . sistance, the South Afrl

- ‘They all agreed with one commander who |} cans also managed to bring
.said: “‘One of the outstanding features: of the . the FNLA and UNITA
7Angolan- War. was the fighting ability of our closer and form a united
“young National Servicemen.”’ ‘

_front against the MPLA.
N T “The. young South Afri-

What: the South Afrl-
: cans discovered in Angola
/ can of today, regardless was that the Russians and
of his language, is as stub-
born and as resourceful as

Cubans are not rinvinciblé

-his .predecessors - of 70
yvears ago, about the time
of the Boer War.”

iants,
B “1 think we can now bet
ter understand our enemy .

In future we will not ux
derestimate him _b,t:‘lt we
are now better equipped to
| know what he is ocapable
of doing”, one of the com-
manders said. - :
The Cubans had to use
fear tactics 'and drugs.to
* get their men to fight. .
Large ammounts of dagga
were seized. .

.4 .. " Another - ' ‘commander
said  that had. the South
Africang been allowed one
more month on the battle-
‘field they would  have
taken, the Angolan capital
of Luanda. . .- ..~
| . The decision to with-
* draw at a time when they

could have dealt a crush-
ing blow to the Cuban and

G commanders de-

- MPLA forces, was a _pure- scﬁi‘gd as “tripe” overseas
ly tﬁpht‘mﬁl: %“e ,a'ig h?ld reports that the South Alf
_nothirig to do. with the ns ‘had - into’ battle
ahility of  the. troops  in- ricans had gone inic

volved. : )

 The South ‘Africans, sup-
ported by Unita and
. FNLA troops,” could have

with faped music blaring
from their armoured cars
and that they were. accom-
pniaed by -lesgy blondes.

Treri : ' tered with

taketi the whole of Angola They counterec g

if ‘they ‘had been ordered. anecdofes . of Cuban be
Defence, officials yester:. hayiour.

Like the general who
: took his fiance to war and
_on. the - cénsiderationy. died with her while flee--
‘which led to South: Afri- ing - from:’South African
ca’s_withdrawal. L Y troops.

. But it is an dpen secret: And the time seven drug-
that the South Africans - ged Cubans opened fire on
Jwere pressed to go in by s South African armoured
the - US .and  other pro- car with pistols. It was
Western countries: . suicidal. .-

_ ‘When:"the .political tide - -
turneds; "against Western : : ‘ .
involvéement, -South ‘:Afri-- ‘

P




| tex tructed hlS depart—
] i mvestlgate the
11 g all.

|
i

£ ~’ .' # X
| - ! 7 no-confldence
‘debate; ! 1976 in -Parlia

_"_meﬁp the Mmlster also sald

1o know &l
recuamsed

the safety




2 - The Cape Times, Saturday, February 5, 1977

Defence Reporter
DRUGGED CUBANS fighting
armoured cars with pistols . . . the
dreaded “Luso Monster” which was
all bark and no bite . . . the amorous
general who took his girl friend into
battle . . . These were some of the
anecdotes six South African military
commanders recounted at this week’s
now-it-can-be-told press conference in
Pretoria. =, :

Like any other war, the Angolan
conflict supplied each of its
participants with a lifetime’s fund of
stories. This is the sort of anecdote
which emerged from behind the
official security screen this week:
® The dreaded “Luso Monste®,.a
strarige armoured vehicle of unknown
origing which lurked in the Benguela
Railway junction town of that name.

. In mid-December 1975, when Battle

- Group Foxbat had advanced to the

outskirts of Luso, the monster rolled
out and met up with four South
African armoured cars: The first car
blew the driver out of the monster’s
cab with one shot of its 9¢ mm gun.
Then the other cars joined in and blew
the “monsier” to bits. On closer
examination it proved to be an
ordinary ftractor to which plates of
armour had been welded.

'® The cuban soldiers’ fondness for

dagga, ranging from the lowliest buck
private all the way up to a general who
was shot dead together with a female
companion near Sa Da Bandeira . . .
and was found to have a pocketful of
the weed.

On at least two occasions,
advancing South Africans found
themselves confronted by heavily

doped Cuban soldiers dazedly firing

=,

the war.

. This was confirmed by the

- Drugged Cubans had a bad Angola trip

pistols at the armoured cars..

® The “children” of the South
African forces who acquitted
themselves so well in action. Young
the National Servicemen certainly
were, but children they were not.
“They proved to be tremendous
soldiers,” one of the commanders said.
“Young men of both language groups
today are as tough and ingenious on
the battlefield as our forefathers were
70 years ago. The tougher the going
was, the better they showed their
worth.” '

® The well-behaved South >m..mnw=m.

who honoured the Geneva Convention
— which is usually ignored or
unknown in a bush war.

“Unita commanders had great
praise for the irreproachable conduct
of the South African troops,” a
commander said. “There weré no

‘Angola: Schwarz
‘asks questions

contraventions of military codes of
conduet, or irresponsible shooting.
Where members of the enemy forces
surrendered, our troops acted
absolutely correctly and in a
disciplined way.”
® How FNLA leader Holden
Roberto ignored the experts and i
generalled his forces to disaster. :
The South African commanders
rated Unita chief Dr Jonas Savimbi |
highly — but not Roberto. South '
African advisers serving with Roberto *
north of Luanda counselled him to
stay where he was and consolidate his |
territorial defence in preparation for
the moment of Angolan independence |
on november 11, 1975. Roberto knew
better, with the result that he !
“gambled away his forces qn, careless
attacks, énd the fesuit for the FNLA
was disastrous”.

o e ———— ———— .

Political Staff : : %

Africa was

regarded as

THE ANGOLA disclosures have served to harden the Progressive Reform
| Party’s declared stand that South Africa should never have become embroiled in

fob should have been finished,

——— T v——...

Pt

party’s defence spokesman,
Mr Harry Schwarz, MP,
yesterday’ when asked for
reaction to the revelations,

He said the disclosures
demonstrated “what we have
always accepted — that our
soldiers, airmen and sailors
are able and courageous and
in difficult circumstances have
acquitted themselves well and
will do so-in the future,”.

But some questions needed
to be answered by the
Government in the light of the
new disclosures, he added.
The questions were:

® What did South Africa

gain by the intervention in

Angola, as the dialogue polic;
was now shattered? ,

.....® Prior to Angola, South

invincible militarily, except by
the major powers — what did
South Africa’s exit do tg that
image and could the facts
disclosed at this stage

adequately restore that
image?
® How do the

Government’s statements at
the time reconcile with the
facts now disclosed?

Mr Schwarz said history
had shown that the constant
approach of the PRP towards
the Angola episode remained
right — the public should have
been 8& the facts. _

South Africa should never
have gone into Angola, but,
having gone in, however
wrorip the decision was, the

v T ewmTyw v T T

he said.

The United Party’s defence :
spokesman, Mr Vause Raw, |
MP, was reported as saying he
had always believed it was a
mistake not to put the country
in the picture on Angeola at the !
time. o

“Militarily it was an,
operation of which South’
>anuno=5 well be proud.
History will give the judgment
on the political decision
behind it,” Mr Raw said.

The PRP leader, Mr Colin
Eglin, said the disclosures
showed that. the Government |
had told neither the public nor
parliament the truth at the |
time. The exercisé had failed ,
to achieve any of its political |
abjectives. .

pmp

-
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1575
~200 more Cuban in-
stfuctors reached Lu-
“;anda, where the MPLA
‘was now inuncontested
“%entrol. During August
-Unita sources reported
“that some of the
fCubans were trans-
“ferred south to Lobito
‘and Benguela, where
*the Cubans established
“*a training camp and a
supply base. In the bit-
“zter fighting in which
the MPLA seized con-
ol of-Lobito, a tradi-
ftional Unita. strong-
tiold, that same month,

in mid-September. Fidel
Castro promised him some
expensive military assist-
ance, including the gift of
six  Soviet-built patrol
boats (the Congzo Repuh-
lic had only iwo). Soviet
MiG fighters, and training
in Cuba for Congolese pa-
racommandos.

ANOTHER 350

At Pointe Noire, war
supplies were already
being landed stored and
Irans-shipped. On Septem-
ber 25 the Cuban vessel
Vietham Heroico docked
at Pointe Noire, with 20

would provide the pilots
to fly the MiG-21s and
MiG-17s that were being

, supplied by Russia. That
was the day that a South
African  armoured col-
Umn crossed the Angolan
border from its base head-
quarters at Runtu,

SPECTACULAR

On October 16 Russian
transport airveraft landed
another 800 Cuban sol-
diers at Brazzaville, These
and subsequent Soviet
flights made use of land-
ing rights at Algiers and
Conakry. On October i8
and 19 the 500 Cubans
who had sailed in La
Playa de Habana were
flown fo  Angola in Soviet

‘military planee, tha ol

they were heing sent on a
Dolitical course in Russia,
Only after they had been
deployed at an unknown
battlefield in' central
Aftica were their families
infornmred of what had
really happened to them,

How did the Cuban
troop-planes get to An-
gola? The favourite re-
fuelling point for the
Russian-made Ilyushins
and British-built Britan-
nias leaving José Marti
airport between Qetober
and mid-December 1975,
was Barbados. Security at
Seawell airport was siack,

it wmine » Tane yerar avdeiAe

HOW Fidel Castro’s 15 000 Cuban invaders

of Angola, armed by Russia, won a victory
by default over the anti-communist guet-
rillas is told in detail for the first time in
an exhaustive study — the second part of
the series is published today — of this
largely secret war.

: The author, Robert Moss, shows that
the United States, having begged South
Africa to put troops in to offset the com.-
munist intervention, lost its nerve and failed
to stop the great build-up of men, guns and

aircraft from across the seas, which had
started way back in 1964.

3

The Russians’ motives were far from

ideological, They were after oil, diamonds,.
minerals — and naval bases,

Only now, when the war is nominally

over but guerrilla resistance continues, does
the truth of this extraordinary adventure
begin to emerge.

The pro-communist forces outnum-

bered the anti-communists by 10 to one in
weaponry. Ten times as many Cubans as

Like any frontline sol-
dier, the Cuban was soon
worrying about hygiene.
On December 1 he noted,
‘While in hed I killed 52
fleas. Yes, I counted them
because they are like wiid
beasts, and they bhit.’ By
this stage, he had at least
acquired a -Black gir] to
bring him coffee and
other comforts.

FEW COMFORTS

On Nevember 29 he was
worrying about rumours
that 18 Cuban prisoners
had been eaten alive hy
Black soldiers on the
other side, ‘The news
came from three of our
troops who managed to

escape.? Similwr stovies had.. . £8P w  wainomn~ - tarn.

South Africans went in. But it was fa
of will which determined the issye in
end,

New details gathered in South Af
Washington, Barbados, Lishon, Paris, M
rid, Jerusalem and the states neighbou
Angola show how the plot was hatc)

- the war fought and the political capit
tion of the West ensured. The capty
diary of a Cuban soldier vividly re-cre:
what it was like for these interlopers i

Black civil war,

(for example, better food)
and who ruthlessly shot
any Black soldier who
tried fo retreat after his
officers had aiready fled, whom the enemy
Such tensions are still opened up like th
&EEommmw ,H_gmm was w Sea
report earlier this mont

of a clash in a barracks in POLITICAL W
southern Angola in which

! The truth, as the -
ten Cubans were kilied by ;.. : ; :
ihe MPLA ng articles in tihis

. will show, was son
BATTLE MASKES Q:maﬂmdﬁ. The O:Um:._

numbered the South
Castro’s  Afriean safari

tan {forces in Angg
has not ended with An- 19 to one. Thanks |
gola, He ‘made that plain wviet largesse, the
in a speech on July 26 Moscow forces outg
1976, in which he de- the anti-communist |
clared that ‘Cuban mili- by more than 10 to

tary units and the neces- and had MG fi

PR SIE TR % S Y

to depict the
troops in Angela :
quering heroes fire
love of the cause,




‘ber; “or the. northern

* 7 front, the FNLA found
the . . bodies ~ of ~two
Cubans. -in-a burned-

oont ear, .

From Ilate September .

fhe -arrival of Cuban
trodbps- steadily - accelera-
otedi -As ~with “the - arms
‘sh¥pinents, "Congo-
- Brazzaville was -the key
transhipment point,
- Pregident -Marien. Ngouabi
= +,as -promised his reward
. for = services .rendered
.. ‘when- he wvisited Favana

- “Cubaii” soldiers. On: Octo-

_mﬂdc.E.mm
ammy-frueks and 120

her 5 adothér Cyban ship,

: “the Cerrc Palado, docked.

“Tt-had aboard it another

350 troops, who werTe"
“taken * by -pline to the

N

northern front.

bana docked on Oc¢tober
.12 with another
.. iroops. The previous day

© 270 Cubans, including pi -

. lots had reached Brazza-

.. ville by air. On October 14 .

. a Cuban .Communist Party

.. delezation turned up in

~Brazzaville and assured
"the MPLA that Cuba

35&@% _ 30 -

Then La- Playa de Ha-
500 .
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lowing day anofher %750
Cubans werge landed at
Novo Redondo, South of
Luanda, by coastal vessels,
On October 26, 160 Cu-
bans landed at the Maya
Maya air base and left the
same day for Angola..

As Castro’s men conti-
nued to arrive, the quan-
{ity and qualily of the
Soviet war materiai

shipped to Pointe Noire

increased spectacularly:
MiG-21 jet fighters in
parts (to be assembled in
Congo-Brazzaville), tanks,
armoured vehicles, rocket
launchers and small arms.
Many of these weapons
were transferred to huge
arms depots set up inside
Angola, at Porto Amboim

~and Unicama ready to be

used by the Cuban rein-
forcements as they came
in
NONSENSE
By Angola’s indepens
dence day, November 11,

“ there were at least 4000

Cuban troops based in
Angola, Some 2500 of
them were stationed in
Luanda and on the Qui-
fangondo front, where
their presence enabled the
MPLA to fight off the
FNLA's drive towards the

- eapital, Hence it is non-

sense to make out that
Cuba’s decision to send in
major combat units was
taken only in early
November after South
Afriea’s intervention.

. In the two months after
independence the strength
of the Cuban forces in
Angola was increased to
over 15000. Some of the
troops came from the spe-
cial infantry of the Inferi-
or Ministry (the eguiva-
lent of the KGR’s special
troops, who are experts in
internal repression), hut
more were ‘volunteers,
drawn from the ranks of
former national
vicemen, who were of-
fered substantial pay in-
creases to make the trip.
Not everyone was told
that he was going to war,

ON A COURSE

Sergeant FEsequiel Mus-
felier, a 23-year-old small
farmer from OQriente pro-
vince, who was captured
by the South Afficans in
the Cariango area on De-

cember 10, claimed that.

he ‘hiad leff Cuba on what
he believed to be a peace-
ful mission, to build

"~ schools in Angola. He was

astonished to find no

building materials were
available,
Carlos Maru Mesa, and

Roberto Morales Bellma,
taken prisoner on Decem-
ber 12, claimed they had

~left Cuba believing that

ser-.

the capital, Bridgétown,

‘and few people seamed to

have noticed the night
flights in the first few
weeks, ’

It is not clear whether
the Barbadian Govern-

ment gave the green light,
But the then Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Errol Barrow, con-
ceded in an interview that
there may have been as
many as 50 flights before
he was forced to lodge a
formal protest with the
Cubans on December 17,

U.S. PRESSURE

Other observers say that
at the height of the airlift
there were between 10
and 15 flights a week, and
as many as five in a sin-
gle night. It is impossible
to believe that Mr Bar-
row’s Government did not
knew from very early on
that these mysterious
planes, each carrying
100-0dd young men, were
additional to the sche-
duled Cuban flights that
had been stopping over at
Seawell for the previous

two years,

American pressure final-
1y stopped the flights, al
though there was a wran-
gle within the American
Embassy at the time over
how much pressure should
be applied. The Black
American Ambassador,
Theodore: Britton, was
accused by the head of
his political section of try-
ing to ‘ingratiate® himself
with Barrow.

KEY PART

- After the Barbados con-
mection was cut off the
Cubans fturned to Eric
‘Williams, the Prime Minis-
ter of Trinidad, for the
same facilities. Buf he re-
fused, on the ground that
he was not ready to hack
foreign intervention in
Angola. However, the Cu-
bans soon found more
amenabie countries,

CUT OFF
The Portuguese. played

-7 key part in . getting the

Cubans to Angola around
Christmas, 1975.
Britannia-31s flown by Cu-
bana de Aviacion were
allowed refuelling facili-
ties at the airbase on the

" jsland of Santa Maria in

the Azores. The pattern
was the same with five
flights in the last days of
December; the Cuban
planes would land at
night with their internal
lights dimmed, and with-
out declaring their eargo.
No passengers would dis-
embark. .
But Portuguese military
intelligence officers estab-
lished that the flight from
Havana on December 20

A RUSSIAN-BUILT BRDM 2 amphibious armoured car knocked out by

e

anti-communist forces near Nova Redaondo.

contained 94 passengers
en rotite to Guinea-Bissau.
Another 259 passengers
were on four succeeding
flights.

Senior Portuguese of:
ficers say that American
pressure finally persuaded
the Portuguese to cut off
refuelling facilities, which
had been initially granted
ont the personal authority
of the then President,
Genera] Costa Gomes.

The tremendous logisti-
cal exercise that was
mounted to get the Cu-
bans and their equipment
to Angola went virtually
unreported at the time,
and Western intelligence
services were sometimes
slow to pick ‘up definite
news of some of the key

items that were being
smuggled in,
MANY SNAGS

But the Cubans ran into
plenty of snags along the
way. Some of the small
coasters used to transship

arms and men from the

Congo Republic into north-
ern Angola were sabo-
taged; two were blown up
by Portuguese agenis in
contact with the TFrench
intelligence service, and
at least three more were
blown up by South Afri-
can commandos using sim-
ple dynamite charges.
What was life like at

“the front for a Cuban

gunner or rifleman — typ-

ically, a farm labourer or
textile worker of 22 or 23
who had started his natio-
nal service at the age of
16? The diary of a young
soldier who was posted to
an arez near Quibala, the

feene of the biggest battle

a

ihat took place in Angola
in December 1975, gave
some insights.

He left Havana on fa
huge plane' on November
4 (the day before Castro
— according to his apolo-
gists — gave the order fo
invade Angola) and his
flight took 28 hours.
‘They forbid us to take
any documents or any
proof of our identity,’ he
noted in the first entry in
the diary ‘but everyone
knows that there are Cu-
bans in Angola.’

One of the first things
that struck him was the
quantity of arms and am-
munition stockpiled for
the invading force. ‘I was
fascinated with all the
weapons that were lying
around there, without
bhelonging to anyone, It's
just unreal, the amount of
money which is wasted in

war and just for peanuts.
Unlike many of his col-
leagues, it seems that he
was a Christian, sinee he
was . shocked by the dis-
covery in.‘a small deser-
ted church which was
“gbandoned by the Porty.-
guese of ‘a 1ot of English
magazines WIith naked

3

women. .
CARELESS

Within 2 week or two
of his arrival he Was com.
plaining about wa poor
fighting quality of hig
MPLA allies. On Novem-
ber 21 he noted that ‘this
morning two 0f our zr.
“moured cers amd a truek
were unexpectedly des.
troyed by the enemy,
while they were 01 pairo],

- These Angolans are reajly

Iy

carelegss,”

Two days later, he was
complaining that the

Blacks were unwilling to
dig foxholes at night,
even though the enemy
guns were dug in nearby.
The following day, the Cu-
ban/MPLA forces suffered
heavy losses: €38 Killed,
hundreds of
eight armoured cars des-
troyed and many people
wounded.’

RICHEST

As *the campaign pro-
gressed, food, hygziene and
wild rumours about the
savagery of the enemy
became nagging preoccu~
pations. ‘These past few
days, the food has not
been sufficient for us, but
thanks to God there are a
lot of catftle around here.
I found a bow and arrow,
50 I used it to hunt just
like the primitive tribes
used to do.’

Since Unita controlled
the richest agricultural
lands in Angola through-
out most of the campaign,
ihe MPLA and its Cuban
allies often went hungry
— although the fact that
the Cubans received air-
lifts of such delicacies as
Hungarian sausage and
East German pickles was a
constant irritant for their
Black comrades.

The slaughter of live-
stock and the pillage of
crops to feed the troops
in the field was tremen-
dous, and it was not just
the cattle that were Kkilled
.,Qm.m.

‘For example, the for-
mer royal stables at Pa-
lanca Preta, just south of
Malange in northern An-
gola, were celebrated
among wildlife lovers
throughout the world for
their stock of 250 superb
black sable antelopes (hip-
potragus higer varigni}.
The antelopes were hun-
ted down by the MPLA
and eaten.

prisoners,

. people at heme.

i A, il [~ W PRy
nwnoumw.man the war. AS
the Cuban’s diary indi-
cates later on, the Cubans
found it expedient to cir-
culate rumours about
enemy savagery in order
to prevent their Black
auxiliaries from running
away.

It was a war in which
there were few creature-
comforts, apart from the
occasiopnal cache of An-

B Ak

-

golan wine put away Ty

some White settler quj

!

had taken flight. But the’
Cubans, officer and mnan,
had one luxury; a4 weekly
ration of 20 Havana cigars

or cigarettes If theywy
preferred.

NO INVINCIBILI'EY

The Cubans t00k some

very hard knocks. At the
battle of Bridge 14, in the
area north of Santa
Comba on December 9,
they lost 90 men. Af a
battle near Quibala on De-
cember 14 another S0 Omm..
bans were killed. The seri-
ously wounded Cuban sol-
diers were flown out to
East Germany for ireat--
ment — apparently in or-
der not to demoralise the
Stories
were curreni among the
men in the field of refri-
gerator ships that = were-
sent to take away the
hodies of Cuban dead.

The Cubans’ combat per-
formance in Angola did
little to create &
Vietcong-type of myth of
invineibility — at Tleast
among these who know .
what the fighting was
really like, Nor did the
propaganda talk about
frevolutionary solidarity® ox¥
Castro’s efforts - to make
out that there was some
special affinity between
the Angolan and Cuban
peoples (‘Africarn blood
runs in our veins’) enable
the expeditionary foxrce to
avoid fricion with th e
people it was supposedly
helping. Cuban PTisOners
were forthright in ftheir
views about their Angolan
allies. . :

RACISTS

sl dody Pid e & LA X =D
This will contipilzg
as Necegssary - .
Cuban soldjers  xx
should ey _to-ghowyic
the ATi=rglan peoD

In REREodesia? E:
West  _Africa? X,
Africa. the priyna
of COXEY yzmiunist =
in the _Nfricarnr oc
Sonz <= Cubhan so
southeria Axrgoila
t0o has o Eone irad
Wearlre = Firide I As)
hope < f affright

Blacks Difttect agrai;
by apDrealing to
superstitiong_ =
on the ewve of = n
munist offernpsives

ern A frjca,

ticles,

b ooks
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Standard complaints
were that the MPLA were
poorly trained, poorly
motivated and _ (in the
words of gne Cuban pris-
oner of war) fa_ band of
cowards’ In combat situa-
tions ¥PLA  officers
would Emumzﬂ.uvw desert
their men,’ leaviilg
the Cubaps to try  to raliy
the Black yroops To stand
and fight -

Far thejr -part. MPLA
prisoners of wa I CcOIn-
plained thyt many ©of the
Cubans were mH.waHm...nm who
insisted gp privileges de- i
vied to fhp Blac3s froops

it _to *®




I October 16 Russum

ransport aircraft land.

igd-another 800" Cuban
,aldlers at Brazzawlle
These, and subsequent
spviet fllghts made use of
aa:ldmg nghts ‘at Algiers

S and‘ i9 the 500 Cubans

o had sailed in"LaPlaya
fe Habana were flown to
Angola i -Soviet” military
stanes The following day
other 7560 Cubans were
anded at Novo. Redondo
south . . Luanda, . by
sodstal -.yesselg. S 0n 0
ober 26, 160 Cubans lan-
ied. at the Maya Maya air
sage and .left the. same
fayfor Angola.

. -As, Castro’s men- conti-
med ‘to arrive, the guan-
ity and -quality of the

toviet war material shipped - - -

o . Pointe Noire increased
'pectacularly — MiG-21 jet
ighters in parts {to be
ssembled in Congo-
3razzaville), tanks, ar-
nouved. vehicles, rocket
aunchers and small arms.
dany. of these weapons
Jere transferred io huge
s depots set up ingside
&ngola, at. Porto- Amboim
amd Uuicama ready to be
1sed by the Cuban rein-
orcements as they came

Byr Angolas mdepen-

dence dé& Novembér 11
there were at lsast. 4000
Cuban tipops basged in
Angola. Some 2500 of
them were stationed ih
Luanda and on the Qui-
fangondo front. whére
their presénce dhabled the
MPLA to fight off the
FNLA’s drive towards: the
capital. ‘Hence it -i§. Hhon-
sense tp .make out that

Cuba’s décision to send in

major ‘tombat units was
taken only in early
November. after -South
Africa’s Intervention.

In the .m'o rmonths after
independénce the strength
~of the Cuban forces in.

Angola was increased to
over 15000. Some of the
troops came from the khé.
cial infantty of the Interi.

or Ministry (the equiva-

lent of the KGPB's. special
troops, who are. experts In
internal repression), but
more were “volunteers.”
drawn from thé ranks of
former national ser
vicemen, who were . of-
fered substantial Pay

incréases to make “the

trip. - Not ‘evetyone - wis
fald: that he was gomg to

teher, E 23-year-oid small
‘farmer from - Oriente pro-
vince, who -was captured
by the South Africans in
the Cariango ‘arez o Te-

cember: 10, claiinied  that
He had left Cuba on what
he: helievéd to- b a"peace-
ful - mission, ‘to “hifld

schools it Angola He wis

astonished “to find ho
building matenaiq - were
available. »

Carios Maru. 3.13'@'3 and
Roberto Morales Belima,
taken -prisener on Decem.
ber 12, -claimed "they had
left Cuba believing that
they- - were being, sent. on. 4
politieal . course in Russia.
Only. after .they had been
deployed "at an - unknown
battletield in centra] Afri-
ca were their families -in-

- formed - of -what had -realiy -

happened to them. -

How did the <Cuban
troop-planes get tp An-
gola? The favourite re-
fuelling point for the
Russian-made Tlyushins
and. - British-buiit - Britan-
nigg leaving José . Marti
airpart - between Oectoher
and .mid-December. 1975,
was Barbados Security- st
Seawell airport was slack,

it was 2 long way outside

the capital. . Bridgetown.
and few people seemed to
have. noticed the - night

. flights

flights
weeks, -

Tt is not clear . whether
the Barbadizn Govern-
ment gave the green light
But the then Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Erro‘l Barrow, con-
ceded . in " an  interdew
with The Sunday Tele-

in the fir:t,few

graph - that there may

‘hiave been as many s 50
‘before he was
forced to lodge a2 formal

.protest ‘with the Cubans

o Decembeyr 17. CGther
obhservers say that at the
height of the airlift there
iwere between 10 and- 15
flights a2’ week, -and as
‘many -as five in 3 single

‘night: It is impossible to

believe that -Mr Barrow’s
Gﬁvemmem did ‘not know

from very - early. en that
‘these mysterious: plnes,
each carmnu 100-0dd

-young men, were atdition-
4l 14 the “scheduled Cuhan
flights that had been stop-
ping. over. at Seawell for
the previous two years.:

. American’ pressure fmai
ly. -stapped the flights. al-
though there’ was a wran-
gle “within the Amersan
Embaesv at ‘the time over
‘hote much pressare should
be applied The black

American .. - Ambasszdor,
Theodore PBritfon, was
accused hy the head of

his political section of try-
ng to “ingratiate” himself
with Barrow.

~After the Barbados con-
nection . was cut off the
Cubans .turped to  Eric
Williams, the Prime Minis.
ter - of Trinidad, for the

same . facilities. But he re- -

fused. on. the ground that
he was not ready to back
foreign . intervention- in
Angola However, the Cu:

~contained 24

bang sdon found wbre
amenable countries. -
The  Portuguese played
a key part in getting the
Cubans to Angola aronnd
Christmas, 1975.

‘Brittania-31s flown by Cu-

hana de Aviacion were
allowed refuelling facili-
ties at the airbase on the
isiand of Santaz Maria in
the Azores. The pattern
was the same with five
flights in the last days of
December: the Cuban
planes: would land at
night with their internal
lights: dimmed. and with-

-out declaring their ‘cargo.

No passengers would dis-
embark. -

But Portugnese militarv
telligence officers estab-
lished that the flight from
Havanz on December ~ 20
passengers
en route to Guinea-Bissau
Annther 259 passengers
were on four succeeding
flights ) :

Sentor Portuguese of-
ficers sav that American
pressure finally persuaded
the Portuguese to cut off
refuelling facilities, which
had been imtially granted
on the personat. authority
of the then
General Costa Gomes

The tremendous logisti-
cal exercise that wsas
mounted to get the Cu-

to ‘Angola went virtually

President-

bans and theit eqﬁipmént

unreported at the time,
and  Western intelligence
services were sometimes
stow” to pick- up definite
news of some of the key
items- that were being
smuggled in. Bot the Cu-
‘bans ran into plenty of
snaps zlong the way
Some-of the small coasters
used to trams-ship arms
and men from the Congo
republic 1nte northern ‘An-
gola were sabotaged: two
were blown up by Po
tuguese -agents in contact
with the -French intelll
Zenee service, and at least
three mere were blown up
by: South African. Com-
mandos using sumple .dy-
namite - charges.

What was life like at the
front for 4 Cuban gunner
ar rifleman —- typically, a
farm labourer or textile
wotrker of 22 or 23 who
had . started .his national
service ai the age of 167
The diary .of a young
soldier whe wag posted to
an area near Quibala, the

“seene of  the baggest bat-

tles thzt .took place _.mm
Angala 1n December 1873
gave some Insights.

He ieft Havana on "2
huge. plane” on November
4 (the dayv before Castro
—according to his apolo-
gists — gave the order to
invade Angola) and his
flight took 28 hours
“They forbid us to take
any documents or any
proof of our identity.” he
noted in the first entry mn
the diary, “but everyeone
knows that there .are Cu-
hans in Angola™

One of the first things

" that struck him was the

quantity of arms and am-
mugition stockpﬂed for

Es

the invading force “T wag
fascinated with - all the
weapons that were {ying
ground there, without be-
Iohging to - anyone. It's
just unreal, the amount of
money which is wasted in
war, and just for
peanuts.” Unlike many. -of
hiz  collesgues, 11 seems
that he wass a Christian,
since: he was shocked by
the discovery in “a small
deserted = church  which
abandoned by the
Portuguese” of “a gt of
English magazines with
naked women.™ '

Within 3 week or iwo
of his arrival, he was
complaining about the
poor . fighting quality “of
his MPLA allies. On
November 21  he : noted
that “this morning, two of
aur armoured care and e
truck were unexpectedly
destroyed by the .enemy,
while they were on patrol.
These »‘mgolans are really
careless,”

Two days iater, he was
complamning that the
hlacks were unwilling te
di1g foxholes at mnight,
ever though the enemy
guns were dug 10 nearby.
The following day, the
Cuben/MPLA - forces suf-
ferad heavy losses: “38
killed, hundreds of prison-
ers. eight armoured cars
destroyed aznd many
people wnunded 7 )

Az the campaign  wo-
zressed fand hvzene and |

w1ld  ramenrs ahout the
savagery  of  thé  ehemy.
hecame nagginz  Prepliu-
pattpns Thess past few
davz the faad has not
Repn sfficient oy g, bpt
thanks tn (God thers are 4’
tnt af pattle arnund here
T ofmpnd 3 hexoand arvrow,

w1 opged ot o hynt just
Bks +he nrimitne trihes B
ppaert teoAn 0 Toaee UNTTA
camprrocted the richest oage g
sientgral ands n Angels g
thrazhent moet nf  the
ramparon the AMIPT A and
T At nften
aent hin -~ a3lthough b
*he fart tha* the Opbens
receivend  awwrhifts of snch
Aaliracs Hunganan
s318n and Ta:t German

— pl(‘kl?cﬂ was a constant ir-
MPLA soldiers receive instruction from an unnamed man Fiont for therr black com.

A self»pmpelled rocket {auncher heheved o be part of the.MPL%
: ' probably a Cuban. rades

armw hmldup
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1ban forces ﬂooded into Angola as mterlopers in a black civil war. Thecam by sh and by plane and small ba.ts_

1ey came through Brazzaville in the Conge and Barbadosin the West Indies. Waiting for them wasa stockpile of sophisti:
ted Russian weaponry. BOBERT MOSS of The Sunday Telegraph continues his dramatlc story of the Angolan war, and
ng v1v1d mslght of the front-line man s ordeal is a dlarv of one of Fldel Castro’s flghtmg men.
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The slaughtear of 11vav
stack ‘and. the pillage of

‘crops o feed ‘the troops

_in “the field was . tPemen-
dous, and. it was' not just
the cattle: that ‘were killed
ff.. For, example the for-

1aﬁ¢a reta Just gsouth” of -

Malange in northern “An.
) lebrated
1overs

-potragus niger variani).
The "antelopes ‘wers ' hin-

" ted down by the MPLA
,janct ‘saten.. :

o Like.any” “frontline . soI
dier: the Cuban was soon

worrying - about ‘hygiene.
On December I ‘he noted.
“While in bed I killed 52

- fleas. Yes. T-eounted. them.

becaise. they are like wild
‘beasts, and they bit™ By

_this stage, he had at least

acquired. a black girl to
bring him coffes and
other comforts.

. On. November 29 he was
worrying. about rumours
"that 18 Cuban prisoners
had been eaten alive by

" blatk soldiers on the

other side. . “The news
came . from three of our
troops who managed to
escape.” Similar steries
had curency on both
sides throlughout the war
Ag the :.Cuban’s diary indi.
cates later on. the Cubans

- found it espedient to cir-
eulate . rumours. aboyt -
enemyv’ savagery. in. order . -

o _ prevent their -black

-augiliaries from runaning -
.away, '
T M was aTwar in which .
..there. were few creature- .
- comforts, apart- from the _
oceasional éache of Angol-

‘an wine put away by some
white .settler who had
taken flight. But the Cu-
bans, . officer and man,
had one luzury: a weekly
ration of 20 Havana cigars
or cigarettes if they

preferred.

The Cubans took some
very ‘hard Eknocks. At the
battle of Bridge 14, in the
area north of Santa Com-
ba on December 9, they
lost. 80 men. At a baitle
near Quibala on December
14 - another . 50 . Cubans

e antelopes (hips

the MPLA. in Angola

were kﬂled_ The seﬁously )

wounded ~Cuban ' soldiers
were  flown ' out to East
Germiany, for treatment —

:apparently in order not to

demoralise the ‘people: at’
home.. *Stories "were -cur-.

rent among- the men in
the field of
‘ships : that " Wefe - sent - 1o
take" away the bodles of
Cyuban-dead. - .. . -
The Cubans™ combat
'performanca'
did’ . little. to create a
V1etcong-ty_pe of .myth of
invineilility . =— -at - least
-among: ‘those. "who Enow
~what  the . fighting -was
really ‘like' Nor.did .the
propaganda; talk - about
“revolutmnary solidarity”
ar Castro’s efforts to
‘mhake out- that there was

soine. speeial affinity be-

‘tween the. Angolan and
Cuban = peoples  (“African
blood runs in oir veins™)
enahble  ‘the expeditionary

force .to avoid friction:

with the people it was
supposedly helping. Cuban
prisonets .were . forthright
in their view abhout their
Angolan allies.
Standard -  complaints
were that the MPLA were
poorly = trained, poorly
motivated and (in the
words of one Cuban pris-
oner of war) “a band of
~ovrards ' In combat situa-

“tione "MPL A - officers -

would frequently - desert

their men, leaving it to-
the Cubans to try to rally.

the black: froops to stand
_and -fight, For their part,
MPLA prisoners of war
_complained” that many of

who insisted on privileges
_denied to.the_black troops
(for example, better food)
and who ruthlessly shot
any Dblack soldier who
tried to retreat after his
officers had already fled.
Such tensions ate still
simmeting. There wag 2
report earlier this month
of a clash in a barracks in
southern Angola in which
ten Cubans were killed by
the MPLA.

Castro’s . Afriean safari
has not ended with An-

gola. He made that plain
. in a speech -on July 26

réfrigerator -

sincesAngola .

the -Cubans. were “‘racists™-.

Thls f?-year—old Cuban_ soldier was- captured whlle servmg WIth

1976 in Wthh he .de-

-clared that “Cuban  mili-

tary -units and ‘the neces-
gary” weapens - have -re-

- mained in Angola.

“This will continue as Iong
a5 necessary. . . . And
Cuban soldiers - will f:ght
:shoulder-to-shoulder with
~ihé Angolan people

again.” -In Rhodesia? In
South - West Africa? Ip
Sputh Africa, the primary

‘Farget ot TCommuanist) as-

gression . in the Afnc:in
continent? -

‘Some Cuban soldlerg m
southern .Angola arve said
to have gone into battle

‘wearing  hide masks, .in

the hope of affrighting |
the -blacks pitted agamst

‘them by appealing to pri-

witive superstitions. Simi-
larly, on the eve of & new
Communist = offensive  in

. Soutthern Africa, an effort

1s under way -— through
articles, books and films
— to depict the Cuban
itroops in Angola as con-
quering heroes fired with
love of the cause, before

-whom the - enemy lines

opened up like the Red
Ses. - .
The truth, as the next
two articles will show, was
somewhat different. The
Cubans outnumbered the
South  African forces in

JAngola by 10 to  one.

Thanks to Soviet largesse,’

" the pro-Moscow forces out-

gunned the anti-

Communist forees by

more than 10.to one, and
had MiG fighters available

‘'fo. boot. Yet the Cubans
“won™ only in the sense
“that Sputh Afriea and the

Western Powers felt polit-
1cally obliged to withdraw

- from the hattle, while -

black anti-Communist
guerillas are fighting on.

It was a victory
nonetheless. It faught us
that in the great world

_confliet for which Angela |

was only one of the bat-
tlefields, victory or defeat
depends on political will
and the possession of a
global strategy even more
than on military prowess.
Next: SQUTH AFRICA'S
“ROMMEL” STRIKES
NORTH. ’

{C) 1977 Sunday Telegraph.




. ‘o
~  cours mag:
N EYCEY

21TA) 9767 ‘qut=-

UOT1BZTT.

REFHRRCHENEY P98

Universi

Commengoda
Paris, 1
BOELINPBI
de 1'A114

L'eadsabpui
d'analys. -
in South

La poésie .
approche
(public:

sérieckdsat
de lafat
(réalisg@

BEad
*L'e
*Cot

en prélg!{ga

IseM
youai

¢ 'l
DIVERS:

ZrVERo —
SOT}
collaboiass
(page des
secrétafeds
Australe -
mises en g

Frangais
‘a‘s'

comé

conég

19

rd3le dans 1
(Cape Town
en projet:

. country in the picture at .

e ucau Mais n'te ‘SRONEVE 16 AT TN S ¢

création d'un Centre ICEPNMIOFSPRON: 9Fivilisation
frangaise en coopér@EEiteleRty e PEIIEC ISCIPIOLY, 1a France

ADRESSE:

Mdemonstrated
have always accepted — .
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over
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Parlia,mentary
Correspondent
CAPE - TOWN ' —
Angola  disclosures have

served ' to harden the .

*Progressivee Reform

Party's declared stand

that" South" Africa should "~ ™
never have become em- -~

breiled in the war.
This was
yesterday by the party's

defence -spokesman, -Mr,

I-Iarry Schwarz, MP.

e

“The .

confirmed .

He said the. dzsclosures

that our soldiers, airmen

and sailors. are’ able’ and -

“what we .

“

courageous  and ih aife”

ficult eircumstaneces have .

gequitted themselves
well and wil do g0 in the
future. ”

‘But so‘nie :

’

questions

‘néeded to' be answered -

by the Government.,
T “What did South Afriéa

-gain by the intervention, "

sines  its . dialogue- policy,

was now shattEred"’

. Prior to Angola, - South,

A:mea was regarded as

.invincible militarily ex- -

cept by the major powers

~what-did its exit do to .

that image?

How do the Govern-

“ment's’ statements. at the

time reconcile with the

facts now disclosed? _
My, - Schwarz aaid
history had shown that

the constant approach of .

the:

PRP tfowards the .

Angola episode remained ©

right the

publie

should have been told .

the facts.
* Thea

United Party’s ?

defence spokesman, Mr. .
Vause Raw, MP, was’
reported sayirg he had
“always believed it was a -
mistake not to put the .

the time.
» 1976)
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THE - umﬁmsmm Force .:mm E.mma

South African: smiwﬁms to Emwm‘

<m_=m of“the’ .,u_>=ao_m mno_.__.a
leased- zsm week. : .

- osBut-some: n_:m.ﬂ_c:m at the

questions o* n_o__:nm_

m_ms_:om:nm about South Africa’s.

ST

involvemient in A_._m >=uo~m= war.

isy 3t

. uqmmmh_: Em_.m a :::&mq of

[N SO

?mmm conferénce Em_.m Erwa out

 they.

._.mﬂmmmma — who described their

“part in the struggle.

. All: wéres urianimous’ in: their
praise of  the South African

_‘soldier. both um::m:m..;. force

and ,_=m=o=m.m servicemen who
conducted "themseives’ m._._.:umn.

cably” in the conflict. - - :

s “The nocm:on._:?mo_:ul_.._m ..

tougher. became the .mo_n_m_..z
.were, told. - e

nm::ﬂ ‘for: mmn::@ easons:be

.?m

._._.__E:m Reporter
ER of Defence, Mr P. W. Botha,

EHm_ma the South African umw:o during the coun-
try’s four month involvement in the Angolan
civil war which ended last January.

This is evident

from an examination of South

Africa’s censored Press reports compared to the official
version of the venture outlined by Defence Headquarters

Pretoria this week.

One of the first reports South Africans had indicat-
ing the extent of the country's involvernent was pub-
lished in the daily papers on November 28, 19753,

Quoting

“informed sources™ it said mczmr African

froops were in Angola providing advisers and logistical
support for the anti-Communist forces fighting the

MPLA.

i . . The following day this was categorically denied by
= ———————g %ir Botha.

In an interview he said:
“We are not taking part in
the war. We are interested
only in safeguarding our
own interests.”

South Africa wanted on-
1y to defend her borders
and her interesis-in the
Ruacana Hydro Eleetric
project. Commenting on
reports that South Africa

logistical support he said:
“T do now know who is ad-
vising them (the anti-Com-
munist forces) or who is
providing them with. logis-
tival siipport.”
But at the -
November 1975 there was,
according . to- Défenice
Headquarters, a large and
rapidly increasing number
of 1roops in Angola who
were not merely providing
advice and logistical sup-
port to the lberation
“movenments of UNITA and
FNLA but actively taking
part in the struggle. )
When Mr Botha denied
that South Africans were
taking part in tae war,
troops were not-. only

- defending the hydro-elec-

tric dam site just north of
-the Scuth West African
border but- had entered
and captured the cities of

in Angola.

The army- had reached

p

gy v -

was providing advisers and -

end of

wgm:m:m, and Lobito deep -

- receiving

and was holding its obhjec:
tive 4 vast area extending
almost to Luanda, 'where

Unita leader, Mr Jonas Sa-.

vimbi, could ecount on
stro-v lotal support.

" The déception was not all
on one side. On December
4 Dr Savimbi denied that

South African troops were

fighting on Unita’s side. A
wark later, the day after
his and South African
troops had won a crushing
vietory over the combined
Cuban and MPLA forces at
Bridge 14. he again denied

_ﬁcmwmnnm_. aid

from Snuth Africa.

He said he was giving
aid  to  the
organisation Swapo and
“how can T be with Sputh
Africa and with Swapo?”

But while South
Afrteans endured in al-
most comptete ignorance

their countr¥s in-
volvement in the conflict,
the rest of the world had a
shrewd idea what was
going on.

It led to an awkward
maoment for the Minisier

terrorist.

Aflairs, Dr
in London

of  TForeign
Hiulgard Muller,
on  November 19, 1975

when  he  was  caught
between South Africa’s of-
ficial version of its in-
violvement and the version
British reporters believed
tH he true.

At first he denied there
were South Afriean forces
in Angzola. Then he reirac-
ted to say there were
troaps there but imply to
defend the labourers,
equipment and water sup-
piyv [rom the Cunene River
to Ovambeo.

At the time British
newspapers were reporting
that South African forces
hiad penetrated apd been
spotted 81} kilometres into
Angola.

Why eould Qm mocz._.
African Press not report
this” Dr Muller was asked
by the British Press.

Because they should not
be allowed to “participate
in speculation”, Dr Muller
replied. “It would- have
served no purpose and
might have nmﬁmma worry.”

e e e e e IS—
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@ From Page 1 S

- his peoplé even put it
" about — and deliberately
— that he was. deeply em-
" barrassed by ‘the South

. African .intervention and

. felt it was ~playing into
Soviet hands.
. This, of course, ‘was the .
impression- he wanted the
“black Africans and, above
all the OAU to get.
A veterap CIA “spook”
insisted: “Henry lured
" those South Africans in —
and then he let them down.
I am- certain he was in
contact through channels
but that they've decided to
se gentlemen ghott it and
ot rock the hoat just-now
- not with a new Admin-
‘ration beingin ...t |
The question is, "of
rse, what did Kissin-

F e —

la

gar actély promise in re-
turn? Did he, as the intei-
ligence man maintained,
have a South African go-
between? Or were his sen-
timents merely conveyed
via the CIA? -

" Meanwhile, in Decem-
ber, Mr Botha was fre-
quently seen shyttling
through the south-west
gate of the White House
grounds, -~

Ignored

! In " November a -group
of g friendly conservative
Untited States senators
warneds Mr .Botha that

South Africa should defin- .

itely*not count on Ameri-
can support, -

T eI
Mr Botha did not needoP ?'Iaoiln

the. telIing,-eitlher. — he 1

_secrets

" their
“caught on to the truth

" to fall apart.

e,

well plugged in to what
goes on in Congress, . :

It is said. that Mr Botha
reported this to Pretoria
but was ignored, :

Once the Russians and
Cuban  surrogates

that, in.its post-Vietnam
mood, Congress. could be
counted on to hack away
the entire project hbegan |

On December 19 the Se-
nate voted 54 to 22 to ban |
CIA arms aid to the pro-
Western Angolans, even
rejecting a compromise re-
quest for a mere g-million
dollars in placé of the ful
60-million dollars the.st
ministrate-= 45 S ¢

Pt SJ.]N\ s T hon

a1’ -




OPS. GOT TOUGHER

. THE TRO oo s
[ ~°{ { THE MINISTER of Defence, 31y p W. Both

. i . - ) . . m.u

e oo THE WAR WENT ON | /T et oo 2o SR the cour
j ‘ : v x. T o .S Tour month involvement i Angol

m Mwm:unﬂmnnm Force has urged senior officers — whose names  civil war which ended lagt ,Ezzmw,ﬁ@m o

: bt :nw: :ms_..na._m: io Smxmm cannot, for securily reasons be This is evident from* an ezamination of South

value wm %m mﬁwmo_umamwwm%mam ) released — sﬁz.o n_mmnzu.mhmsmw . POELS- COMPArel-to- the official

5 e, Pattin-the. struggle. T i o . lined by Defence Headquarter.

,~mmmMm$.mme,Emm S . Al Em«mu:smmmao:m in their oria this week, e Revdauarers

ul some

questions at the
Press conference were ruled out

of order ang newsmen were tojd
Not o ask questions of political
significance aboyi South Africa's
fnvelvement in the Angolan war,

" Present

praise of the . South African One of the first rep ricans hed indics
soldier both “permanent force Ing the extent of the ﬂwmw%mmﬁ:w“ﬂmﬁwawmw%mmmmﬂm
m:aa national | servicemen-<who......- -lished—in the daily papers g November 28, 1973,
P 5 SR - Y i S c-
MMB%&M”:M:MM%MW& _.men : Quoting ...E?H.Ema..moﬁonm:. It said South African
Y = - troops ﬁwqm in bm.wam providing advisers ang logistica)
he tougher the going, the SUpport *or ‘the anti-Communist forces fighting the
tougher became the -soldier,”  MPLA, SR : T T T
they were toid. - A T he § _ _.

Homﬂm... . :
In an interview he saig:

Ve are not taking part R
-the war. We ape Interested

o f omly in safepbiingtost

were g

number of

Piet Botha . ..

3

N
P
=]

m.

November 1975 there was
according ©: to: Defend
Headquarters, a large and
rapidly ineressing number
of troops in Angola- who
were not merely providing
advice and logistical ‘sup-

from:South. Afitca.
" Her said he ‘was giving.

and was halding its_ohje

‘Hive'a vast area exténding

of Fareign Affairs,
Hilzard Muller, in London

Dr-

‘ ; i Imést. to Luanda <wheré ‘rorist 00 . November 19, 1975,
port - to  the - liberatign. . alnost. i P A - to  the  terrorist e oer ]
movements of UNTTA ‘and - Unita leader, I Jonas § Yrgdnisation ~ Swapg - and -~ When n% ‘.smmuq , caught

. FNLA but actively taking’  ¥iwbi, . eould’ séount - op “how.can. 1 be -with South _Petween South Africa’s of
. .

strong Tocal suppott; . .
- The deception vas niot all
_on_one side. On;December

© part in thé strugele. . .-

" Wheno Mr Botha denied
-that’ South Afficans were’
taking " part “in tae* war;

" Africa and with-Sivapg?”

- But  while South

~.- 4 DriBayimbi. denied that - Afkicans endured in a o rm.ﬂ,do.  demied. ik A
troops - were not lonly " 'South African troops were- ¢ mast: complete  ignorance At first he-denied there

defending: th E.Qwo.im"n

iric dam ite-fiist north ef ©

the . South ” West . African -
had:

fighting ‘on Unita's side, A~
latér. the day after

. theirs country's  in

EY

ted ~ {0 say

the rest of th “there

ered 1.2 érushi ; e world had a troops there but AHSLMmMm .
~hord: tered- Ofa crushin shrewd . - ide *yprag .o 410 : o bul_simply 1o
borde s ¢ the  corbife hrewd Ewm ].fwm sdefend’ | the' lahourers,.
i goingon hlele
FVMPLA a

led, . ta. an awkward

moment- .m,c.w H...nm “Minister "

o m.:.mwm..g...wwm..ﬁww. iz
The .army hads resthed.) S iaenivineg: - ldeistica B

to.Ovanthio. -

ehquipmefit; and” water: s
piv from the Cunene RK

ficial "version of its in-
. volvément and- the version
" Britisii reporters beliaved

were’ South African forces
volvement. In the copfliet, . it Ansgola. Then he retrae.

ar

" “African’ Press

- “myspeculatis

denials as the troops swept through Angola

time ' British
REWSpapers were reporting
that South Afriean forces:-
had penetrated. and been:
£polted 800. kilometres inte;
Angola, -

m.,wm

this? Dr’Mulje
by the British-

repiied.; “It " would
‘sgrved - no - purpos

o i




It is a story of undercover emissaries
plex pewer plays by Dr Henry Kissinger,

Among the more
bizarre ‘details is the dis-
closure that the South
African Government re-
lied on unconventional
diplomdtic channels,
overriding the advice of
its Ambassador in Wash- |
ington, when it decided |
to enter the civil war late
in 19%5. .

The information iz em-
erging afier the publica-
tion this week by the
South * African Defence. -
Force of the first compre-
‘hengive account of the war
as seen_ from the South
African side.

The SADF account left
aside the diplematic and
R political considerations

that dominated the confliet, |

" tuining - oy m&.ﬁw%am, yle-
M@@ for Sduth Ailica into
¥ political "disaster for the
West. ' :

Among the new disclo-
sures is the fact that Gen.
eral Brent Seowcroff, suc-
cessor to Dr Henry Kis-
singer. as head of the Na-
tional Sectrity Counecil at
the White House, mmen_
South Africa early in Jan--
uary last year to keep its.,

forces in Angola until the i
; in Addis -

OAU imeeting
Ababa in ‘mid-January,

FOR THE FIRST TIME details
-and high-level political mano
troversial involvement in th

SN

A

" Reward

General Scoweroft made
the request at g meeting
in the White House with
the South African Ambas-
sador, Mr Pik Botha, soon i
after Mr Botha's return |
from South Africa, where
2 decision had been taken '
to withdraw by January
4 or 5,

General Scoweroft em-
bhasised that the request
Wwas made on .hehalf of
President Ford, but in
probability it came from
his own former boss at the
NSC, Dr Kissinger,

In response tg thig re-
quest, the South African
withdrawal wag delayed,.
and South Africa was later
rewarded hy gaining direct
access to Dr Kissinger,
leading to the 1976 sum-
mit  meetings with  Mr
Vorster, ]

-It has heen established
that the Central Intelligen.
ce Agency was in ¢lose con-
tact with South African in-
telligence throughout 1975,

Dr Kissinger had pre-
viously used CIA channels
of communication with Is-
raeli intejligence to trans-
mit messages that he did
not wish tp he traced, and
he may have done sg in
the case of Angola,

MR PIK BOTHA
Adviee ignered

Sunday Times Reporter L
can be disclosed of the infricate
euvres that surrounded South Af
e Angoly war. o
. secret service contacts mza,m:n_,mm_m;\. com-
~tormer US Secretary of State. -

 How Pik

Botha was

bypassed _

'

Kissinger,

refused gap

singer went
lengths to pyt

tween himsely

African officiy

Rebuff

ol try to contact Dr

Bernarg Writes:
Dr Rhoodie was

teived apg 0pened

with Mr pix Botha, .Mw_wm
that wag after the Ango.
lan dust had settled, .

During the pejgp
Angolan fighting ol e

Dr Kis.
fo great
distance pe.
and Sonth
Is. Some of

® To Page 2

m?....uin&
rica's con-
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. ®From Pagal

his people« even‘frp‘ﬁt-} it 1
. &bout ~— ang deliberately
~ that he was desply em. . b

" barrassed by the” South
Afriean intervention ~and

felt it was playing " into -

Soviet hands,

This, of course, was the .

impression- he wanted - the
black Africans and, abovs
all the OAU to get. ~ .

A veteran CIA “spook”

tnsisted: “Henry lured

those South Africans in e -
and then he lot them down, g

I am certain he wag in

contact through channels .

but that they've decided to.
be gentlemen about §t and
not rock the boat just now

istra“on be!‘ng jn L

-~ Nnot with a new Admin.

€ question s, of
tourse,.. what did Klssin.

K

-~ ger aéfuallj{"promise in re.

" vig the '

IS

- tlagsed

.. B0es onin . Congfegs i
fgence. than - malntained, = It 4p sald tha M2 Botfnn,
-have a Bouth Afriean 8o~ i reported, this - 1o Pretosin,

e 0 et

turn? Did ha, as the intel.

between? Or wure hig Bene | hut Was dgnared, . e
timents merely conveyed - - Onee.;ﬂ]a_Eussiansn'ﬁn‘a‘

CIAT " thegr Cubsn - surrogates’
. MEﬂﬂW]’i‘ﬂB, in _’D'e('em».: taught on - to--the “frath
oel, 0 Baths s fre- . that, iy i post-Vietnam,
uently - seen  ‘Shuttling Mood,  Cengress eyl ks

. through” -the - south-west # conntéd on to bagk.-sway’

gae of .the ‘White House™ tha - antten
gwrunds, ;the entzza_;arﬂégegl.b

S . to fall apart. Vo -
 lopored it voted oy o o te
L 5 © L nAte voted 54 th 99 o B |

Co g@@?’eﬁ o ""‘CIA‘a;msy-nid‘,: ¢ the pross

In_ Noveritiér a group’ -~ Western Angolans, = even.
of - friendly .- conservativa . rejecting L3 compromise s
. United States senators Quest for' g mere-dnfilons

“warned Mr Bothe that dollars in place of the it

Soutit-Africa should defin-  6®:million ollsrg: the Ad-
ftely™fiot count en Ameri- . ministration wanated anths

" can_ support. ‘ Orlsed—mare than haif -af,
Me ?gx)tha did not need  whith had alreddy heon

the telling either ~ he js _--used. The rest i& historp.s.




ROBERT

MOSS eontinues his dramatic story

of the Angelan war, and reveals exciting
facts about South Afriea’s role.

The crucial mission of
the South African ad-
visers with Dr Savimbi
was to stop the com-
munist forces from ad-
vancing on Nova Lis-
boa down one of the
three main roads that
were open to them:
from Luanda to the
north, and from Ben-
guela and Lobito to
the west.

A Unita column under
Dr  Savimbis = personal
command set out on Octo-
ber 4 to ward off a re-
ported communist thrust
from the west, and clash-
ed  with the Cubans and
the MPLA three days
later. .

After the battle, the
initz forees set up de-
fensive positions to the
west of Nova Lishoa and
Commandant Kaas (nick-
named o0 beeause his fair

mnnan i a1

confused the Cubans.
There were, 1ndesd, more
black South Africans than
white in the colummns, but
there were certainly no
Zulps. -

The officer in commaﬁd_

was a stocky colonel in
his early forties, an Afypi-
kaner from the Cape Pro-
vince who had gradusted
from the Militayy
Academy in Saldanha Bay
and '~had volunteered to
serve in Angola at the
beginning of the month.

He was to earn the
nickname *“Rommel” from
his comrades because of
the extraordinary speed of
the column’s advance.

He was alerfed at 9.30
pm on October 9 that he
should get ready to leave
Pretoria for the operatipn-

al headquarters at Runtu,
on the _Angolan horder.

menher of the column,

chabged hands severai
times. The column ran into
light resistance from
MPIA- ambush parties
using  RPG-7  antitank
rocksts along the road
(anc also fram Unita for-
ages who had not yet
beet notified of Operation

- Zult). But when it got to

the town, most of the
defenders fled into the
bugd.

This was to become the
patiern throughout much
of the campaign. MPLA
solders took to wearing
eiviian clothes under their
unilorms  so  that, once
driven out of their posi-

column swung northeast
towards Rocadas where it
was joined on October 20
by four troops of ar
moured cars {about 20 in
all) ang half a platoon of
81 mm maortars, sent over
the Border- from South
West Africa. The column
also gained some more
exotic recruits at Rocadas,
It was met by a van of 47
Portuguese led by a small
dapper captain with a
twirled moustache called
Aparicio, who proudly an.
nounced that he and his
followers were members
of the Portuguese Libera-
tion Army (ELP) and

Cheering eivilians welcome South Afriean tro

is the first of its kind to he

ops as the armoured combat group Zulu cap-
tures another town in its lightning drive up the Angolan coast. This picture, taken by a

“Rommel’s™
now was that the MPLA
would pult back inside the
town, putting the civilians
at risk, but the defences
turned out to be concen-
trated at outlying posi-
tions, especially at a hill
called Monte Cristo Rei
because of the large stat-
ne of Christ on its sum-
mit.

The Zulu forees struck
first at the airfield (stan-
dard procedure through-
out the offensive, since
the ecolumn was basically
air supplied) and then
sent troops to scale the
Monte Cristo Rej by

stealth ‘on the night of
Oyrtraw A4 M = .

main  worry

published anywhere.

These rockets have a range
of about 960 m, and 2 self-
destruct fuse. Fired high,
they would explode in mid-
alr with a hig bang and
with a big cloud of dense
black  smoke — totaily
harmiess, since they do not
produce shrapnel, but most
demoralising to the black
soldier, who could not be
nersuaded that no harm
would come.

The gun battle ontsude
Mocamedes might have
gone hadly for the Zyly
column if the enemy had
brought heavy mortare
into play. But the column
Mmanaged to fight jts way
through, capturing a new
RUSSian-H1ﬂdF QB e




. an urgent request for re-

inforcements. He  was
sent a squadron of 22 ar-
moured cars, airlifted to
Silva Porto on big C-130
transports. . ) }

It wag tempting to strike
north to the Cuanza River
with this new force, but
the orders from Pretorid
were {o hold back. Word
had already come of the
arrival of another South
African force in the south
of the country.

On an evening in late
October, Major Chindondo.
the TUnita chief-of-staff.
arrived breathless and
excited at the training
camp. He had come to
alert Commandant Kaas.
and reported the enemvy
was advaneing in great
sfrength from the north
and was massed in the
Quibala area.

Commandant Kaas as-
sembled most of his ar-
moured cars and a Unita

battalion in a column,
code-named Fox-bat, which
struck north and even-
tually took up defensive
positions in the Cela area.

It was here, on Novem-
ber 7, the Unita forces
bagged one of their big.
gest auarries.

The MPLA advance was
being led by a senior Cu-
ban officer (with two red
stars on his jacket), driv-
ing a black car. A South
African gunner fired at
his car with a 106 mm gun
and he was killed instant-
1y

The Foxbat column was
ordered to hold a line

about 30 km north of
Nova Lishoa until In-
dependence Day — 3l

though. in military terms,
it would have had ljttle
difficulty in advancing tao

the line of the Cuanza
River, 270 %km further
north.

The political directive

was that the South Afri-
cans should not go
beyond traditional Unifa
territory;, and should he

ready to withdraw on
November 11.
* # &
Meanwhile, another

South African column

drove over the horder of
South-west Africa into An-
gola on October 14. The
code-name given to it by
the South African high
Operation
armarently

command  was
which

" Afrikaans.

de Eca. which had already

ollowing meraing,

At Runtu, he discovered
that his force was to cons
sist of two battalions: a
Bushman battalion, mainly
recruited from the Caprivi
Strip. and including many
bushmen who had fought
for the Portuguese as skir-
mishers and trackers,
together with Portuguese
ex-army officers: and 2z
black FNLA battalion con.
sisting of about 1000 men
divided into three compa-
nies and commanded by a
mulatto, Commandant Bu-

sinha,. who was to prove-
his value as a tough bush
soldier in the course of -

the offensive.

The FNLA wmen were

followers
Chipenda,
whose headquarters were

of Daniel

at Serpa Pinto. Chipenda

had broken away from the

MPLA a year .before and °

his loyalty could never
entirely be taken for gran-
ted by his new alljes. His

men had been trained by -

the South African instruc.
tors at Mapupa.

“Rommel” had only six
South African officers and
seven NCO's to help him
command his force. From
the outset, they had a
language problem.: Haif
the Bushmen spoke: Poctu-
guese. The other hnif
(recruited in South West
Africa) spoke Afrikasaps.

So. orders would be
issued to their Afrikaner
commanding officer in
He would then
repeat them in English o

the Portuguese officers,

who in turn would trans.
late them into Portuguness.

It was & process that
would have been merely
tedious on the parade
ground, but on the batile-
field it presented the rish
of fatal confusion and
delay. .

Their orders werve to
capture all the important
cenires along the coast
that he could reach be-
fore Independence Day an
November 11, within the
ethnic areas where sup.
port for the Unita and
FNLA was strongest.
“Rommel” was to make it
clear fo the civilian popu-
lation that his was a Unita/
FNLA column. Some Poriu-
guese settlers wrongly
imagined that they had
come to restore the old
order,

When the column
crossed the border at
Cuangar on October 14, it
inclided only  civilian
vehicles—lorries, vegetable
trucks, private cars and
Eand-Rovers.

The first target wag the
southern town of Pereira-

IR B

the warlorg:

Jut of - the

town came a

white

tions, * they could drop
their rifles, whip off their
military gear, and merge
with the civilian popula-
tion,

The column. occupied
Pereirad’eca  so  quickly
that MPLA troops on the
outskirts were not imme-
diately  aware that the
town had changed own-
ers. Commandant Businha
was -having a celebratory
drink in the local bar
when two MPLA soldiers
came 1n.  He .whirled
around, took one look at
them, and gave the MPLA
salute (two fingers up).
When they responded,-he
fired from the hip. kil
ling both.

The condition of Perei-
rad’eca gave a glimpse of
what the South Africans
were to find in the bigger
towns, guited by 2 biack
civil war. Most of the
buildings had been sacked,
the shops looted down to
the floorboards. Local

Unita forces were brought
in to restore basic ser
vices,

From Pereira de Eea, the

flas

:

that they intended to
drive the communists out
of Angola before carrying
the crusade to Portugal
itself. Aparicio quickly ac-
quired the nickname
“Garibaldi® with the
South Africans. Unfortu-
nateiy his group proved
to be bolder in promises

than in deeds and never-

went further than Sa da
Bandeira.

Two days later. the
stretigthened column, now
led by a Land-Rover with
4 machinegun mounted on
top, swept into the town
of Joao de Almeida This
was more vigorously de-
fended: it had been used
as a major MPLA storage
depot, and large quanti-
ties of food, equipment
and propaganda material
were captured.

. Now' the road was clear

for the assault on Sa da
Bandeira, the ecapital of
Huila province, which was
still believed to contam a
sizeable white population.

n an assortment of headgear and footwear. South Af-

A

that the MPLA had 3l
ready withdrawn, together
with their big guns This
again  was part of the
pattern of the . campaign
50 that as Zulu drove
farther north it ran into
even heavier fire power.

It was left to Captain
Garibaldi and his libera-
tors to clear $a da Bap.
deira. It took them about
2 week — albeit a very
saclable week with the
wine flowing freely at
mpremptu  parties  of
Portuguese in the street

The South  Africans
offered the local radip
station to the Unita FNLA
forces, but they were not
organised to wuse it, so
Garibaldi walked in and
began issuing declarations
that the town had been
freed by the Portugnese
Liberation Army. Some of
these broadcasts gave rise
to a report in the foreign
Press thai the ELP was
leading the march to the
north.

Jowed by another troop
of Panhard armoured cars
and another half platoon
of 1 nur mortars, the
South  Africans’ next tar-
get was the major southern
port of Mocamedes.

On the way the column
came under fire from 122
mm  single-tube rocket.
launchers, an ideal weapon
for ambush, very light,
€35y to handle, and capable
of being fired from an
ordinary ear. -

It was in the skirmishes
outside Mocamed