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Curse or blessing — the flourishi

L T

n_m_,u@m are growing, local experts have

their say. Marika Sboros reports.
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aving about marijua-
na as if it were the
% holy grail used to be
wite wasthe preserve of age-
ing hippies. Now you hear such
talk from the mouths of the most
uniikely folk across the globe.

Cannabis, also known as
hemp, marijuana, dagga, grass,
pot, ganja and the “holy weed” of
the Rastafarians, is the psycho-ac-
tive ingredient of the environ-
ment-friendly hemp plant.

Its use has been banned in
Western countries for 60 years,
but cannabis remains the most
widely used illicit recreational
drug in the world,

In the United States, illegal
cannabis clubs are lighting up
faster than joints at Woodstock.
The clubs’ directors say they help
people cope with the symptoms
of a range of serious and terminal
ilinesses, especially Aids and can-
Cer.

Britain took tentative steps last
year towards the legislation of
cannabis for medicinal purposes
amid growing evidence of its ef-
fectiveness in pain management
and a wide range of neurological
diseases. Multiple sclerosis suffer-
ers say the drug reduces spasms.

In Switzerland, two American
sisters joined more than 100 Swiss
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farmers and have launched a line.
of products including a hemp tea,

which they say helps asthma and
can “cure anybody’s insomnia”,
.. In China residents say they

have found a little-known benefit

from cannabis: the drug is part of
a diet including leaves from tea-
oll trees and yellow comn that
helps many of the community of
Bama Yao to live to more than 100.

Two Hong Kong high court
judges have called for cannabis
use to be legalised, saying the ban
made “no sense while alcohol and
tobacco are legal”.

In Canada, police are turning a
blind eye {o entrepreneur Marc
Emery, who identifies himself on
his tax return as a “seller of mari-
juana-related items” and whose
expressed intention is to “blanket
the world with marijuana”.

And on the home froni, in
South Africa, it's against the law
to possess, deal or use dagga, but
more and more people believe the
Dickensian assertion that the law,
in this case, is a stoned ass.

One 1s Professor Frances
Ames, of Valkenburg Hospital in
Cape Town, who has frequently
called for the decriminalisation of
dagga. She does so again in the
latest issue of the South African
Medical Journal.

Dagga has been used for cen-
turies to induce happiness, relieve
suffering and promote spirituali-
ty, she says. In the 19th and 20th
centuries, it was frequently pre-
scribed by Western medical prac-
titioners.

The most psycho-actively po-
tent of the more than 60 known
canmabinoids in the hemp plant,
says Ames, is tetrahydrocanni-
bonol (THCQC), first isolated and
synthesised in 1964, Unlike the
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whole plant extract, THC has
been extensively studied in phar-
macological laboratories.

Studies of communities where
cannabis use is endemic have not
shown any convincing evidence
that it causes intellectual decline.

She cautions, however, that
young people . who abuse
cannabis for prolonged periods
during critical times of learning
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may “jeopardise their emotional
and cognitive maturation”.

There have been many claims
for the therapeutic efficiency of
cannabis, says Ames, and it is re-
puted to be used in a wide ﬁmﬁmﬂ
of traditional medicines in Sou
Africa. Presently, great interest is
being shown in its effects in re-
ducing the nausea and vomiting
that almost invariably accompa-
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nies chemotherapy.
Cannabis supporters claim it is
more efficacious and a great deal
cheaper than orthodox medica-
tion, which also has the disadvan-
tage of having to be administered
orally or by injection, Ames says.
Aids patients report appetite
promotion and weight gain, and

it rmm been’shown to be a useful
adjunct in conventional anticon-

.....

vulsant therapy in temporal lobe
epilepsy, which is “notoriously
difficult to control”. Apart from
analgesic (pain control) and hyp-
notic effects, cannabis use can re-
duce intra-ocular pressure in
glancoma, Ames says, It also has
local antibacterial action, and
chronic asthmatics report dramat-
ic relief from bronchospasms.

According to Ames, it may also-
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be useful as an antidepressant, and
some schizophrenic patients
claim relief of “negative” symp-
toms from its use.

lhe problem is that careful,
well-controlled  studies  of
cannabis have been hampered by
legislation prohibiting its use.
Ames says South Africa should
follow Australian example
and decriminalise cannabis for
medical use.

Professor Tuviah Zabow, of
the Forensic Psychiatry Unit at the
University of Cape Town's Med-
ical School is not so sanguine.

He says evidence has accumu-
lated to suggest considerable po-
tential hazards of cannabis in its
various forms. There are many
environmental and social factors
mvolved, but it is deceptive to
consider cannabis use as merely a
“passing youthful fad”. -

Cannabinoids cross the pla-
centa, Zabow says, and in view of
their long elimination time may
have adverse effects on the foetus.

They inhibit DNA sythensis
and increase mufation potential
and the risk of spontaneous abor-
tion.

- Cannabis use, particularly
among ﬁwmzbm people today, is
part of the “pandemic toxicoma-
nia” that has developed in the sec-

‘ond half of this century, Zabow

says.
“It is a potentially dangerous
drug, and as such, a public heaith

‘concern, especially with regard to

the increased use evident in ado-
lescents.”

.
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WITS deputy vice-chancellor William
‘Makgoba was likely to be reinstated at
. auniversity council meeting on Friday,
sources said yesterday.
. Agreement on “the way forward”
was also likely at the council’s third
..meeting to discuss Makgoba's recent
sus ion, the sources said.

. Wits spokesmen could not be
reached for comment, but university
officials and Education Minister Sibu-
siso Bengu's spokesman, Lincoln Mali,
confirmed that the meeting would be
_taking place.

A source at the university said it
was likely an alternative to the

lanned international tribunal, winch
Ead been to meet at the end of
this month, would be agreed to as a
. mechanism for resolving the crisis.

" 'This could either take the form of a

tribunal comprised of South Africans,
or of mediation, the source said. Inde-
pendent mediator and arbitrator
Charles Nugen has already offered his
~ services to the university.

Makgoba was suspended after mak-
ing public details from the personal
files of 13 senior academics who had
accused him of falsifying his CV, of
bringing the university into disrepute

Makgoba could be
reinstated by

7

Wits
‘e

and of not fulfilling his administrative

duties.
He rejected an offer for hig rein-

statement after the previous council
meeting which hinged on his returnin
the files and undertaking not to reve
any further information from them.

Plans for the allegations against
Makgoba to be investigated by the tri-
bunal were met by threats of legal ac-
tion by the Wits Transformation Front
as well as threats of disruptions to the
academic year by various student
organisations.

The Wits source said it was a “well-
founded rumour” at the university that
about eight of ba’s accusers
were now in favour of mediation to re-
solve the dispute as “they realise they
cannot win this case”.

Others had been reported to have
threatened to resign if the outcome was
not to their hiking.

Bengu’s spokesman said the minis-

ter would wait and see what the out-
come of Friday's meeting

tervention was necessary.

A Wits Transformation Front
source said court action to prevent the
international tribunal sitting would
remain an option if there was an un-
favourable cutcome at the meeting.

was before |
deciding whether any government in- |

‘Drug hub’ fears |
Cape docks ||
33'7.

Samantha Sharp
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CAPE TOWN — Poor controls | |
and a surge in shipping busi-
ness from South America and
Southeast Asia were threaten- |
ing to turn Cape Town into a
drug trafficking hub, port offi-
cials warned yesterday. _
Officials said transshipment
0—where containers were
dropped off by one ship, left
uninspected and then picked
up by another ship — was bur-
geoning at the harbour, and
that just 4% of other containers
landed at the port was inspect-
ed by customs and excise. |
The department said it had
now set up a narcotics unit to |
combat drug smuggling at the
port, but that inspections were
selective, |
Portnet account manager |
Peter Fortune .said greater |
shipping acitivity between
Cape Town, South American |
Asian poris was
und the drug-

police were con-

cerned about escalating drug

activity in the Western Cape. |

There had been an increase |

in drugs into the region, most
of which was gang related.
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smokin plln

. | By LINDA RULASI-C
i HEALTH authnntles are gearing up o Eresh onslaught

against tobacco coInpanies, mcludmg those uumlv:ed in
sports sponsorship. |
. Anti-smoking lobbyists have complained that sports
| spunsurshlp allows, tobacco companies to indirectly ad-
- vértise their pruducts without health warnings.
- Vincent Hlongwane, media liaison officer for the De-
partment of Health, said the department was going to act
] against companies takmg advantage of loopholes in the
Tobacco Products Control Act.
. Bernard Hellburg of Pretoria has cumplamed to the
police that the Benson: and Hedges trademark on the |
crmket pitch at -Springbok -Park during Thursday’s
inatch between South Africa and England in Bluem-
fontein carried no health warning.

While Benson and Hedges is virtually synonymous
with limited-overs cricket, Rothmans is well known for
its sponsorship of motor racing, the Cape- tu-Rm yvacht
race and the July Handicap horse race.

Other sports sponsorships include Gunston in surfing

| and Dunhill and Lexington in golf.

| Cricket will cut its links with the cigarette manu-

facturer at the end of the season, and will begin a five-

- year association with a major bank.

~ Dr Yussuf Saloojee, the executive director of the Na-
tional Council Against Smoking, cumpared the tobacco
company’s SPort sponsorship to a “pimp which procures
new customers”. -

The Advertising Standards Authority, however, main-
tams that sponsorship is not advertlslng

I——"




Dégga widely used by

SA’S

laba’s practice in Johannesburg is
piled to the ceiling with boxes and
sacks of bulbs, grasses and roots,
among them dagga, as cannabis 1is

I" known in southern Africa.

“One of my most important medi-
cines is dagga,” says Mr Mahlaba, a
traditional healer.

He prescribes an infusion of dagga

and 'calamus, a fibrous root, tu_ small

children for coughs.

“The mixture kills bacteria and vi-
ruses,” the 41-year-old medicine man
says. “The dagga works as a stimulant
to keep the child fit.” |

According to the Medical Associa-
tion of South Africa (MASA), some 80
percent of blacks believe in the abili-
ties of {raditional healers.

Combined with the iqonsi bulb,

dagga produces an excellent aphrodis-
iac, Mr Mahlaba says. “It opens the
lazy veins and gives old men lasting
pleasure, -

“Dagga must be used in a controlled

way. When young people smoke it for
fun, they abuse the drug, and some go

crazy.”
About 175 000 tons of dagga are har-

vested each year in South Africa in a

production area of about 825 square
kilometres. |

Mr Mahlaba and his 200 000 col-.
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leagues find themselves—in a legal
grey area, for the cultivation and con-

sumption of cannabis is forbidden.

Every year around 11 000 people
are convicted for contravening the
ban on dagga — a huge problem for
Correctional Services Minister Sipho
Mzimela, whose ministry is responsi-
ble for prisons and spends R200 mil-
lion jailing those convicted.

“Don’t forget our ancestors used to
smoke, and it was respected long be-

- fore the pale people came to this part

of the world,” Mr Mzimela told par-

liament last year.

One of the few Western doctors in
favour of the decriminalisation of the
controversial plant is Frances Ames
of Cape Town. ,

Cannabis has an antibacterial ef-
fect, helps with asthma and could al-
leviate the side-effects vf chemothera-
py, she reports in the latest edition of

_the South African Medical Journal.

“South Africa should follow the Aus-
tralian example and allow medical
use,” she proposes, adding that canna-
bis needs to be scientifically re-
searched.

Mr Mahlaba, chairman of the Afri-
can National Healers Association, re-
gards research of this kind with suspi-
cion: “Universities and
pharmaceutical companies want to
earn money with our knowledge and
we will get nothing.” — Sapa-DPA.
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Drug Administration in the Uni-
ted States, which wants tobacco
declared a drug, has received sup-
port from the Medical Association
of South Africa (Masa).

President Clinton’s administ-
ration is embroiled in a row with
American tobacco companies.

Dr Edoo Barker, the chairman
of the science and education com-

mittee of Masa, said yesterday
that the institution fully support-

ed moves in the United Statesto

declare tobacco a drug,

“It has been unequivocally
proven that tobacco, besides being
addictive, causes damage to the
health of smokers and those in
their environment”.

Masa, along with Dr Yusuf
Saloojee of the National Council
Against Smoking, would like to
see a complete ban on tobacco
advertising.

At the recent conference of the
Organisation of International
Doctors against Tobacco in Stock-
holm, it was agreed that the most
urgent task facing doctors was to
reduce the incidence of first-time
smoking among children and
teenagers.

No national survey has been
taken of the incidence of smoking
among children in South Africa,
but smaller studies show almost
the same proportion of children
smoke as adults. Most smokers
begin before they are 16.

In a survey of township pri-
mary schools in Cape Town, it
was found that 46 percent of pri-
mary school boys smoke com-
pared with 50 percent of adult
African males.

A spokesman for United Tob-
acco said that its advertising was
not directed towards children.

He said that the company
adhered to a voluntary advertis-

ing code and did not portray chil-

e ——

LIGHT UP The Medical Association of South Africa supports moves
in the United States to have tobacco declared a drug and would like to
see a complete ban on tobacco advertising in South Africa

dren younger than 18 in its adver-
tisements.

Masa takes issue with claims
that tobacco advertising does not
Induce first-time smoking among
non-smokers, especially young
people.

Saloojee believes that advert-
isements in places such as spotts

- grounds makes them attractive to
children by signifying excitement
and drama.

He also says that the tax on

—a—— .- - ———

South African cigarettes is low
compared with other countries. In
South Africa the tax on a box of
cigarettes is 35 percent to 38 per-
cent of the retail price. In Europe
and Britain the average is 76 per-
cent tax.

The department of health is
believed to have a fairly positive
attitude towards a complete ban
on tobacco advertising, but this
could not be veritied as it was
unavailable for comment.




“Smokers who start
will cut their life

..................................

, __ h }
Half the cigarette ‘smokers wha
start in their teens and don’t sto
will be killed by tobacco in midd]g
or old age, a leading researcher on
tobacco and health, Prof Richard
Peto, has said.

- “Nearly everyone knows that
smoking is dangerous, but they
underestimate the dangers, or
mustakenly think many other
things are of comparable impor-
tance,” said Peto, the Imperial
Cancer Research Fund (ICRFY's
Professor of Medical Statistics and
Epidemiology at Oxford Univer-

“It's not dicing with death, it's
tossing a coin,” he warned.

Worldwide, tobacco and HIV
were the only two big causes of
disease that were Increasing
rapidly and HIV was not being
vigorously promoted, Peto said
in Johannesburg yesterday.

Smoking was killing three mil-
lion people worldwide each year,
two million of whom were in de-
veloped countries.

capt

¢

middle age in the 2020s, total
global deaths from tobacro would

%ﬂ'gﬂch 10 mullion a year; three mi.

lion'in developed, and seven mil-

lion in developing countries.
Those risks applied to South

Africa meant tobacco would kill

'Questions on

Peoplérdriorting a deathin =~ -
Gatiteng,. will $8an have to answer -
twe exira quistions on the death -
NOKer; five yeéars ago?” and “did
¢informantinext of kin-
SN Jeyears ago?” . .
This:igd e%ﬁ?géﬂﬁhe continent’s
most imporiant study onthe - -
efiects of sthokinig; which was:

launched iniohannesburg = -
Yyesterday by statistidan and -
epideémiologist Prof Richard Peto,

Thestdy will give prominence to
smoking)as a-health and political : -
ISsue, and support the anti-
smoking fobby's bid to curbrit; <

Some 300 000-death notices wilf =
be studied over the next five years:

In their teens.
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o determine the risk of death duie-|
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it adulthood two million
of the six million youngsters who

were under 19.

Tobacco was already the Jead-
ing cause of adult deatﬁ in devel-
oped countries and could well be-
come the biggest cause of aduyit
death, without exception, in the
world, Peto added.

He said that most of those
killed had been males in devel-
oped countries,

The female smokin epidemic
had not peaked anywﬁere in the
world, but in the S, where
women had been smoking for
several decades, tobacco caused
almost one third of all female
deaths in middle age.

“If women smoke like men,
they will die like men,” he said.

But the main cause of the mis-
understanding about the threat of
tobacco was the long delay be-
tween cause and full effect.

About a quarter of smokers
who start young will be killed in
middle age, losing 20 to 25 years
of non-smoker life
and another quarter in old age.

Stopping smoking befuregfmv-

- Ing cancer or some other serioys

expectancy,

ed, unless cigarette consumption | {o-tobacco-related diseases, - ~.| disease avoided most of the [ater caf
dropped significantly by the time Medical Correspondent. = 1 excess risk of death from tobacco, | dé
the children of today reached | iapleico .. "1 he gdded. . [ pe:
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ANEEZ siLIE
HEALTH WRITER

IF you'dnd a friend light up a ciga-
Tette right now, one of you will
definitely die prematurely. Neither
of you will live to 70,

Of . the 19'million South
Africans younger than 19, about
2,5 million will be killed by tobac-
C0, research has shown.

Hot air? To convince you,
€xperts are going to great lengths.
They will use about 300 000 death
certificates in the most important
anti-smoking study vet, to deter-
mine the real death rate from
SIoking in South Africa. -

The initiative wil] be launched
tomorrow with the help of
renowned statistician and epi-
demiologist Professor Richard Peto
of Oxford ﬂniversity.

He is in South Africa a5 3 guest

of the Cancer Association of South
Africa and the South African Insti-
tute for Medical Research to deliver
the Oettlé Memorial Lectyre.

His topic is the Future World-
wide Health Effects of Current
Smoking Patterns.

For the past two decades he has
collaborated with Sir Richard Dol],
whose world-famous study first
conclusively proved that smoking
causes lung cancer,

‘According to Dr Freddy Sitas, of
the National Cancer Registry at the
south African Institute for Medical
Research, the study will analyse
information from the 300 000
death certificates,

Existing death certificates will
be modified by the addition of two
questions — did the deceased
smoke five years ago, and did you
(next of kin or the Informant)
Smoke five years ago?

T i

He said: “This study will
endeavour to measyre the num-
bers and risk of death due to tobac-
Co-related djseases,

“In addition, it aims to Improve
the way in which deaths are
recorded.

“In Gauteng (the most popu-
lous province) the cayse of death
in a quarter of cases is tnknowrn,
which results in the [oss of valu-
able medical statistical Informa-
ﬁﬂn.” .

With the assistance of Peto and
the World Health Organisation,
the study will be undertaken by
the National Cancer Registry in
conjunction with the Medical
Research Council, the National
Centre for OccupatiunaI_-Health;
the National Council Against
Smoking and the provincial
authorities of the Western Cape

and Gauteng, !
n u ﬂﬁfé}
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JENNY VIALL, Health Reporter
HALF of all smokers die from their habit.

And there’s an 80 percent chance that
smoking is the cause of heart attacks in
people in their 30s and 40s. |

So says Richard Peto, a prominent
Oxford University epidemiologist, in Cape
Town to lecture on smoking.

“While most people know that smoking
can kill, most people don’t know how dan-
gerous it is,” he says.

Professor Peto likens the high risk from
smoking to tossing coins. “One side you die,
the other vou live. That’s a 50 percent
chance of dyving in middle-age from smok-
mg.”

On average, a person who dies from
smoking in middle age (35 to 69 years old)
loses 20 to 25 years of his or her life.

Professor Peto warns that the smoking
and Human Immunodeficiency Virus epi-
demics must be taken seriously.

“They're big and they're getting bigger -
fast, Worldwide, the only two big causes of
disease that are increasing rapidly are
tobacco and HIV.”

Health priorities in South Africa are the
under five-years-old mortality rate, HIV
~ infection and smoking, believes Professor
Peto, who welcomes Health Minister
Nkosazana Zuma’s stand on smoking.

“Politicians must take a stand. People
should be informed when they make choic-
es. It’s the size of the risk that matters.”

For prevention, what really matters is
not current mortality from previous smok-

ing, but future mortality from current
smoking patterns, says Professor Peto.

“At present rates of smoking in South
Africa, you're heading for 100 000 tobacco
deaths each vear. In developed countries,
tobacco is already the biggest cause of pre-
mature death. Smoking causes about one-
sixth of all deaths in developed countries,
and this proportion is rising.”

Getting across the message that smoking
kills is hindered by confusion over present
effects and long-term effects.

“The key problem is

/ 15 @'—;9
redularly, six will die fro omicide, 12

from car accidents and 250 will be killed |
by smoking in middle age alone. A further §
250 will die from smoking in old age. i
Figures in Britain are, respectively,
one from homicide, six from car accidents
and 250 from smoking in middle age. :
In the United States, cancer rates are |
decreasing overall, but lung cancer is ris-
ing steadily. j
More women now die of lung cancer }
than breast cancer. :
A new study in South |

the long delay -between
smoking and the increase
in death risk,” says Pro-
fessor Peto.

The risks of smoking
were first highlighted in
the 1960s and 1970s,
based on data from the
1940s and 1950s.

“Thirty years down the
line, and we now know
that half of all smoKkers
are killed by their habit,”

Africa by the National |
Cancer Registry will start |
lat er this year, using ;
information from death |
certificates. :

This will show |
results within five §
years as to the extent of |
the epidemic in South |
Africa, highlighting §
South African pecu- |
liarities. ;

The good news, says

says Professor Peto, who

was involved in the Impe-

rial Cancer Research Fund’'s ground-
breaking study of smoking among British
doctors.

People are misinformed about smok-
ing, he says, knowing that it 1s risky, but not
the extent of the risks.

Figures from the United States show
that among 1 000 20-year-olds who smoke

Professor Peto, is that |
stopping is beneficial, |
even if you stop in your 40s, and if it’s done }
before you develop cancer or other serious
diseases. :
Of course, the earlier you give up, the |
more the benefit. |
Smoking low-tar cigarettes doesn’'t make |
that much of a difference, says Professor |
Peto. 5
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New allegations against the
tobacco industry look set to
make it all the way to the
US Supreme Count, reports
Mark Tran

HE tobacco industry has

never paid a penny in dam-

ages to smokers, but that

record 1Is in jeopardy amid

accurmnulating evidence that
cigarette companies dissembled on
the addictive power of nicotine and
new legal moves by opponents.

The industry’s only brush with
defeat came when a court awarded
$400 000 to the relatives of a New Jer-
sey woman, Rose Cippollone, until the
decision was overturned on appeal.

The basic argument deployed by
tobacco companies — that smokers
enjoy cigareties at their own risk— has
always triumnphed. But that contention
looks vulnerable after allegations by
Jefirey Wigand, former vice-president
for research and development with

Tobacco pro

(57) =

Brown and Williamson (B &
sidiary of BAT in the United States.
Most Wall Street analysts believe
the tobacco industry will wriggle free
once more, but some are less certain.
Diana Temple of Salomon Brothers
believes that a huge smokers’ class
action suit in New Orleans could
make it all the way to the Supreme

3 T
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th about these

tives lied under
matters before Congress.
The programme appeared after the
Wall Street Journal published an arti-
cle on Wigand's deposition in Missis-
sippl, which is suing tobacco compa-
ries to recoup millions of dollars spent
treating smoking-related {linesses,

Tobacco companies are marshalling

Court. I A arguments to

While this and o courtter that of “un-
otherlawsuitsareun- Smoking imposes little just enrichment”,
likely to affect tobacco extra cost on local being used by
W%%EE@W%F w% governments and may Ez:mmn:maamm@hm: : in

at they a pi case.

have a psychological cven mﬂﬂ” Hnm.n..m ﬂn A veteran of the
effect, driving share money __..__-. en sic asbestos wars that
prices down. people die young led to the bank-

Even before any
trial, Wigand has
furnished devastating testimony
against the tobacco industry.

In a CBS prime-time 60 Minutes
programme, he alleged that tobacco
companies covered up evidence that
nicotine is addictive, that they
manipulated the level of nicotine in
cigarettes and that tobacco execu-

L ]

ruptcy of Johns
Marnwilie, Scruggsis
using money he made then {o take on
tobacco. The Mississippi suit does not
focus on allegations of wrong doing but
on the general theme of justice and
equity. The suit, filed by a group of
lawyers brought together by Missis-
sippl attorney general Mike Moore,
secks damages of $200-million on

i PR
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mﬂ&m&. of the state — to cover the
expenses Mississippi is said to have
Incurred to care for poor people with
tobacco-related illnesses.

Even if they lose, the tobacco com-
panies are unlikely to sink into bank-
ruptcy, but they will be obliged to
bear a greater percentage of the costs
picked up by taxpayers.

_ n their defence, they argue that

states are already compensated for

smokers’ health by the revenue
from hefty excise taxes, that smoking
imposes little extra cost on local gov-
ernments and may even save states
money when sick people die young,
and that health costs cannot fairly be
separated from tobacco’s overall con-
tribution to the economy.

But a report in late January by the
Centres for Disease Control in Atlanta
found that the direct medical costs of
smoking in the US came to $50-billion
a year — more than double the $21-
billion revenue from tobacco agricul-

ture and manufacturing.
A forthcoming study by two Uni-

‘BUS
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versity of Michigan professors is
expected to conclude that tobacco
accounts for a net economic loss in
all but six big tobacco-growing states,
and that states would gain substan-
tially if people spent their cigarette
money on anything but tobacco.

In fact, the tobacco industry is in
decline, with employment in tobacco
farming and manufacturing down.

For now, however, tobacco compa-
nies continue to rake in profits. RJR
Nabisco is i:nder slege from corporate
raiders Carl Icahn and Bennett
LeBow. LeBow, owner of Liggett
tobacco, wants the company to spin
oft its food unit and merge the RJ
Reynolds tchacco group with Liggett.

Nabisco argues that a spin-off would
trigger lawsuits by anti-tobacco plain-
tiffs who could claim that the company
was {rying to shelter its tobacco assets
under the food unit. But that contra-
dicts RJR Nabisco's earlier argurment
that litigation against the tobacco
industry is unlikely to succeed.

The confusion is a fair sign of the
company's NErvousness.
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Cocalne dealers
find a lucrative

market in new SA
@?7 o 2| ]’2.]‘%

ERENYE-X

‘Many of the things that make this country so

~great are the thmgs that gwe it such potennal

for major international drug deallng

e e ome omm o e g o

Mew YorRk Times

- Johanneshurg

_‘ n a weekday afternoon recently,
the streets of Hillbrow were alive

with commerce — vendors selling

+ fruit from plates on the sidewalk, barbers
. working under makeshift tents, men sit-

ting behind ancient pedal-powered

* sewing machines, willing to tailor at a
- moment’s notice.

But everywhere, it seemed, there

were also anxious young whites. A

group of white teenage girls, still in

~ school uniforms, approached a doorway

looking over their shoulders. Across the
street, two white boys waited outside a
gate nervously jiggling their pockets. At
a service station, a young white woman
darted from her car to speak to a man on
the corner. The exchanges — money for
drugs - were quick and not particularly
subtle.

Nearby, in Yeoville, runners waited
on the grassy corners of each block, ap-
proaching any car that slowed down.

“What you looking for?” was the open-

ing line.

While a crack epidemic raged
through the United States and much of
Europe in the 1980s, this country re-
mained virtually free of cocaine. Interna-
tional sanctions, which isolated South
Africa from the world and eventually
helped to topple the apartheid govern-
ment, had the unexpected benefit of also
isolating South Africa from the hugely
addictive drug.

But now, as South Africa returns to
the world economy, it has become a tar-
get for drug traffickers seeking to enlarge
their markets.

In the last few years, the amount of
cocaine confiscated here has soared, and
even more telling, officials say, the price
of the drug on the street has plummeted
because so much is available, Heroin use
is also on the increase, though not as fast
as cocaie.

“A few years agp, if you'd get a few
grams, that was a decent case,” said Supt
Tari Ralph of the Johannesburg narcotics
squad. |

- “Now, it's much bigger. Cocaine is
freely available, just about any time of
the day or night. It's all over the place,
and it’s still getting worse.”

. Police fear
| cocaine wiill
| be as cheap

| as Mandrax

Police officials admit that they are
hardly ready to combat the influx of
drugs. The South African police force has
only about 400 men a551gned to the task
nationwide.

At Johannesburg airport, where inter-
national flights have more than doubled
since 1990, no new narcotics agents have
been hired, and the X-ray machine they
used to inspect luggage coming off the
planes broke down more than a year ago
and has not been replaced.

Police officers at the airport are
amassing an interesting collection of
suitcases with false bottoms and storage
containers made to look like everything
from hair-spray cans to engine parts. But

there is no doubt about how much gets
through

In one instance, the officers found an
unaccompanied suitcase filled with co-

caine. By checking shipping records and
comparing handwriting, they were able
to figure out that it was only the latest
shipment from a dealer who had passed
more than two tons of cocaine through

new status in the drug world has drawn
the attention of the US Drug Enforce- -
ment Administration, which announced ;
last month that it would soon open an Df—
fice here. i

The British have promised to do the
same.

South Africa not only has a smable
population rich enough to use drugs. It is -
also strategically placed between South’
America and the Far East and is therefore*
particularly attractive to dmi dealers’

looking for a transit point for pments
to Europe.

It also boasts the best airports, pﬂrts |
and roads in Africa,

“Many of the things that make this*
country so great are the things that give it -
such potential for major international
drug dealing,” Thomas A Constantine,-
the head of the DEA, said after tuurmg
the country.

While South Africa is only now dls-
covering cocaine and heroin, it has al-’

| Potential

| for violence
| is immense
| with crack

ways had a drug-using population.

Most popular was a powerful, locally
grown marijuana called dagga that has
played a role in tribal customs for cen-
turies.

More recently, a synthetic drug called
Mandrax, which is manufactured in
South Africa and India, has been popu-
lar. Mandrax was a legally available
sleeping pill until the 1970s. Since then,

South Africans have taken to
crushing it, mixing it with marijuana,
and smoking it.

Officials estimate that 4,5 million
tablets of Mandrax were sold in this'
country last year, for between R30 and
R40 a tablet.

Those who run rehabilitation centres
say they first began seeing cocaine addic- *
tions about four years ago. But in recent -

t

. months, there have been more and more

users of crack, the smokeable and most!
addictive form of cocaine. J

“It's getting totally out of hand,” said~
Dr Sylvaine de Miranda, the director of
Phoenix House, a rehabilitation centre in
Johannesburg.

“Four years ago, we might have had
one cocaine case a year. Now we are get-
ting six to 12 inquiries a day.”

For the time being, the smallest quan- -

tity of cocaine usually sold here is a -
“rock” of crack, which sells for about’
R54. Police officials say their greatest fear ’
is that cocaine ~ which is half the price it -
was a year ago — will become as cheap as -
Mandrax.

“Crack is much, much worse than
Mandrax,” said CJD Venter, the head of
the country’s organised crime task force. .
“If they can swing that market, then the
potential for violence is enormous.”

The cocaine sold here originates in
South America, and in South Africa it is
usually distributed by Nigerians, who
come in as tourists or refugees. They
rarely use the drugs themselves.

Their customers are largely white,
since whites are the most likely to be able
to afford cocaine.

At a rehabilitation centre here recent-
ly, a 16-year-old girl described her down-
ward spiral of addiction to cocaine. In
three months, she said, she wiped out
her R11 500 savings account. Then, she
said, she pawned her jewellery and even
her shoes. Then she started stealing from
her parents.

“I found I could buy cocaine any-
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Legélise dagqga or else,

By WILLIAM-MERVIN GUMEDE

Rastafa.rim this week threat-
ened to°block off all roads lead-
ing to 'Johannesburg Interna-
tional Airpnrt as part of a cam-
paign of ‘mass action if dagga
was not legalised by the Gov-
ernment soon.

David Mejane, general secre-
tary of His Imperial Majesty’s
. Voice (Him Voice) — the organi-

sation of Rastafarians - said

members of the organisation
who were in jail for dagga-relat-
ed offences were ready to go on
mass hunger sirikes immedi-
ately if their dema.nds were not
met.

| “Members nutside prisons
will barricade all the main
roads leading to Johannesburg
International Airport,” Mejane
said. °

“We will follow this up with
marches countrywide to force

the Government to accede 1o

our demands,” he said.

Mejane praised Minister of
Correctional Services Sipo Mzi-
mela for supporting the legali-
sation of dagga.

“We thank the minister for
his supportive speeches favour-
ing the decriminalisation of
ganja,” he said.

Him Voice has petitioned
Minister of Justice Dullah Omar
for the legalisation of the herb.

Mejane said his organisation
was not satisfied with the re-
sponses given by Omar and-said
it gave the minister until the
third week of March to respond
positively to their demands or
face mass action. C 3

Omar told the group to make
siibmissions outlining their pro-
posals to the Constitutional
Assembly.

“We use ganja for religious
purposes, but it is still illegal in
South Africa today, ang- thus
our religion is regarded as ille-
., This is completely out of
step with the draft constitution,

Rastas
2y[2/9L

T‘ich ows freedom’ of reli-
" he said.

He said there were about 34
clauses in the draft constitution
which indemnify Rastafarians
from prosecution. These were
hased on religious freedom, in-
digenous law, freedom of associ-
ation, non-discrimination, pro-
motion of culture and even pro-
tecting business from state in-
terference.

“We are not seeking conflict
with the authorities over the
issue of legislation of ganja; our
religion preaches negotiation.

“We are marching for the
legalisation of ganja to obtain
the freedom to practise our reli-
gion,” Mejane said.

The movement is planning to
make submissions, accompa-
nied by supporting research
and documentation, to the Con-
stitutional Assembly.

“All that we ask from the |
Government is to legaliSe our
holy herb,” said Mejane.
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| Poorawareness of
drug a sein Africa
=<7

VIENNA -— Africa has become a transit continent
for illegal drugs and more and more Africans are
abusing narcotic substances, yet there is little
awareness about the seale of the problem, accord- |
ing to the UN. D 28 jg, Lq% _;
In its annual report for last year, the UN In- |
ternational Narcoties Conirol Board says knowl- §
edge of “drug abuse forms, trends and conse- |
quences in Africa is limited”. In many couniries |
treatment facilities for drug addicts are limited. |
Some countries are making advances however. |
In Nigeria the government has been establishing |
separate drug units in psychiatric hospitals and §
psychiatric departments of general hospitals. %
The International Narcotics Control Board |
was set up in 1968 as an independent gquasi-judi- ¢
cial control body to implement UN drug control |
treaties. The board says heroin seizures increased |
. in 1994 and that trafficking in Asian heroin has |
spread from eastern to western Africa. 5
While just over a third of cannabis stocks |
seized by police in Europe in 1992 originated in |
Morocco, this doubled to 70% by the end of 1994, ]
SA is also a major producer of cannabis, most of ;
which is consumed locally. f;
As has been the case elsewhere, drugs intended |
for other eontinents often end up on the local mar- §
ket. SA authorities have reported to the board a |
huge increase in the quantity of cocaine seized §
over the past four years. Cocaine abuse has also |
risen in many western African nations. -
The board also noted an increase in the abuse |
of synthetic drugs such as so-called Ecstasy or
MDMA and a variety of amphetamines, hallucino- |
¥ gens such as LSD and “designer drugs” — deriva- |
fives of the main synthetic drugs. Some synthet- !
ics, such as amphetamines, are legally preseribed. §
The board says that there is evidence that di- |
version of legally imported shipments and inad- |
equate supervision of pharmaceutical supplies |
e L - play an important role in the spread of such abuse |
e S in Africa.-— Sapa-IP8S. !




Africa be

as become’a tran-
sit continent for drugs and more and
more Africans are abusing narcotic
1 substances, yet there is little aware-
' ness about the seale of the problem,
~according to the United Nations.

In its report for last year, the UN
International Narcoties Control Board
| ANCB) says knowledge about “drug

abuse forms, trends and consequences
in Africa is limited”.

In many countries treatment facili-
ties for drug addicts are limited
although the continent is witnessing an

| increase in the abuse of drugs, both
plant-based and synthetic.

Some countries are making
advances, however. -

In Nigeria the government has been
| establishing separate drug units-in
| psychiatric hospitals and psychiatric

departments of general hospitals.

- Biit elsewhere if has been left to

non-governmental organisations to
take the lead in establishing facilities
for the care of drug addicts.

The INCB was established in 1968 as

an independent quasi-judicial con-
trol agency to implement UN drug
control treaties.
~ Its annual report is based on reports
submitted by states, collated media,
Interpol and other data. .

i The INCB has in past years
expressed concern that international
drug cartels are exploiting the legis-
lation and enforcement gaps in Africa
and using the continent as a transit
point for drugs destined for Europe
and North America.
. It reports that the number of heroin
seizures increased in 1994 and that
trafficking in heroin - originating in
Asia - has spread from East to West
Africa. _ | |

A leading cannabis producing coun-
try is Morocco, particularly its moun-

‘tainous Rif area. -

Whereas just over a third of
cannabis stocks seized by police in
Europe in 1992 originated in Morocco,
the proportion doubled to 70 percent

¥ by the end of 1994,

“Trafficking is organised by criminal

sangs having connections with syndi-
cates in Western and Southern
Europe,” the INCB reports.

"South Africa is also a big producer
of cannabis, most of which 1s con-

sumed locally. 5
The board says the large number of
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Abuse grows as
comes
pIp %ge

seizures of cannabis in Europe origi-

‘nating from Nigeria indicates sub-

stantial illicit production in that coun-
try as well.

As has been the case elsewhere,
portions of the drug consignments
intended for other continents end up
in the local market, increasing the |
number of users.

South African authorities have
reported to the INCB an increase in
the quantity of cocaine seized and |
the number of addicts seeking treat-
ment over the past four years.

Cocaine abuse has also been
increasing in many West African
nations, where the practice has spread
to poorer sectors of society, due to
falling prices.

The INCB has given considerable
attention to what it sees as an increase
in the abuse of synthetic drugs such as I
Ecstasy or MDMA, and a variety of
amphetamines, hallucinogens such as
LSD, and designer drugs - derivatives
of the main synthetic drugs.

Some synthetics, such as ampheta-
mines, are prescribed for a variety of
illnesses, though their medical bene-
fits are thought to be limited.

The INCB says that there is evi-
dence that diversion of legally import-
ed shipments and inadequate super- |
vision of pharmaceutical supplies play
an important role in the spread of
drug abuse in Africa. ‘

Indeed, a new study by the UN Drug
Control Programme (UNDCP) on stim-
ulants says poor pharmaceutical net-
works have led to the rise of informal
suppliers of ordinary medicines who
can easily turn their hands to illicit
trafficking of synthetic drugs.

Some substances imported official-
ly to be used for veterinary purposes
have been diverted to the illicit mar-
ket in Africa.

In an effort to control the import
and diversion of such substances, the
board has called upon countries to fol-
low the example of India and some |
European countries. |

These ask the importing countries
and the INCB to confirm the authen-
ticity of documents when doubts on the
legitimacy of transactions exist.

Besides following such steps,
African countries should alsgrespond
in a “timely and proper” manner to |
such inquiries by the board:or:other |
countries, the report urges.=:Sapa-IPS.
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~|Industry ignoring health [

| regulations, says lobby
Jacqueline ﬁin{é}% @,

THE anti-tobacco lobby, spearheaded by the Tobacco
Action Committee, is taking a hard line on tobacco
advertising.

It wants advertising of tobacco products banned in
the wake of what it sees as the failure of the industry
toimplement health regulations adequately.

e industry has ignored the Tobacco Products
Control Act and conducts itself as if it were above the
law,” said committee chairman Ken Shephard.

Newspaper advertisements often did not list tar
gl | and nicotine content, and in many cases the warn-
| ings ncngied a mere 10% of the total advertising
space, rather than the stipulated 15%.

The anti-smoking lobby was also fighting to have
.| the provision for equal radio airtime reinstated in the
1 Tobacco Products Control Act. The provision that a)-
lowed for as much air time to flight, health warnings
and educational messages as was allocated to
cigarette advertisements had been scratched from
the Act in a concession won by.the tobacco industry
from the NP government.

- Anti-smoking advertisements currently flighted
1’0t radio represented the views and concerns of the
1 health department and anti-tobacco lobby groups,
.| but were sponsored by the radio stations. The SABC
% | stopped flighting free health warnings in Qctober.
“The SABC’s reluctance to offend the tobacco indus-
| try, which spends R50m a year on television and ra-
| dio advertising, is hardly surprising,” said Shephard.
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The 18% excise duty
Increase on cigarettes
displeases both anti-
smoking lobbyists and the
tobacco industry, reporis
Karen Harverson

NTI-SMOKING lobhylsts

are disappointed at the

18% increase in the

excise tax on cigarettes

announced in the Budget
on Wednesday,

Total tax on cigarettes (including
value-added tax) now comprises about
42% of the selling price compared to
37% last year and, in effect, pushes the
refail price of clgarettes up by only 4%,

“This puny increase in tobacco tax
carinot be justified in efther fiscal or
heaith terms,” says executive director
Yussuf Saloojee of the National
Council Against Smoking.

He says this will contribute a mere
R220-milllon a year to the state’s cof-
fers, whereas, “if the Minister of
Finance had heeded our call to
Increase the excise tax by 100%, R1-
billion would have gone to the state”.

Saleojee reports that the price of
tobacco s the single largest factor
de short-term patierns of
use “so when the price goes up, con-

- sumption falls and when price goes
down, consumption rises”,

Over the past 25 years, exclse duties
on tobacco, after adfusting for inflation,
have dwindled from more than R1-hil-
lion in the early 1970s to less than
R750-million in the 1990s. Salogjee
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are 21% cheaper today than they.
were in 1970, “As a result, tobacco
consumption has increased at an
annual rate of 1,8%.”

- S0 how much do South Africans
smoke? Saloojee estimates about 35—
billion ci 3 were consumed in
1994 /95, a figure which has beenin a
slight decline for the past few years,
owing {o the downtum in the economy,

“There's a close correlation be-
iween Increase in Income and
iricrease in consumption,” -

But it seems Finance Minister Chris
Lichenberg has equally displeased the
tobaceo industry. Says United Tobacco
Corporation corporate affairs manager
Hilary Thomson: “We're disappointed
at the high fncrease in excise duty ... it
has gone up way in excess of inflation
over the past three years.” |

She adds that intemational experi-
ence indicates that as excise rates
increase, so does smuggling, “In
South Africa, this 13 exacerbated by a
manpower shortage in the Depart-
ment of Customs and Excise, which
prevents them from effectively polic-
ing borders and ports of entry.”

Tobacco Daan Prins concurs,

adding that smuggling is
ailready prevalent. “I'm also con-
cerned that there appears to be no
correlation between the increase and
the inflation rate.”
. Saloojee {s dismisstve of the tobaceo
Industry’s fears about smuggling,
adding “it should not be a barrier to

Executive chalrman of R&R

finds it strange that at a S 11221ty pubilic policy”,

time when health care . He states that control-
costs assoclated with ‘This puny ling smuggling in South
smoking are rising, real increase by | Africa should be even
government revenue tobacco tax easier now, because of
from the tobacco indus- cannot be justified the distinctive health
u}f.lifldfggf‘g‘m;& of the I oither fiscal or mwdmmmgnagpm

price of a packet of cig- health terms’
—————eveemmm 11 01Ty Rembrandt) dom-

arcttés was excise tax
— by 1990, that had |
declined to a mere 23% of the price,”
says Saloojee, | ‘

But in the last three years, govern-
ment has got tougher on the tobacco
Industry, ralsing excise taxes way
above the inflatlon mate,

Despite these increases, however,
South Africa still has one of the low-
est tax rates In the world. South
Alrica’s total tax on cigarettes {a 42%
of the retall price (37% in 1995),
against 60% in Japan, 74% in Brazl,
and 76% in the United dom.

Saloojee adds that the sharp
decrease in excise taxes since 1970
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R&R Tobacco (for-

inates the South African
market, supplying more than 809,
while United Tobacco Corporation is
the second biggest player. Imported
cigarettes account for a mere 3%.
* With the amrival of British compary

. Imperial Tobacco Limited into South

Africa, Saloojee rectons other compa-
nies may be looking to South Africa as
a springboard into the rest of Africa.

-7 Afiica has the lowest rate of cigarette

consumption worldwide and represents
a huge growth market, but with high

tisk. Instead, International tobacco
glants are targeting markets in China,
Eastern Europe and South East Asia,
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Smokin’: South Afﬂna still has one of the lowest tax rates in the world

GRAPHIC: VAL SING
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WASHINGTON. — One day, as
historians survey the Great To-
bacco Wars that raged across
America for most of the second
| half of the 20th century and
into the following millennium,
March 13, 1996, may prove to
be the decisive turning point.

For on that day the Liggett
Group, smallest of the eoun-
try’s five main cigarette manu-
| facturers, struck a landmark
| deal in the largest of the class
action suits brought on behalf
of aggrieved smokers against
the companies.

‘The annual payment in-
Volved is puny, just $2m
(R8 million), or three hours
worth of profits for the $45 bil-
lion US tobacco industry. But a
Rubicon has been crossed.

In America, the most Iiti-
gious country on earth, law-
Suits beget lawsuits. Hitherto
the greatest psychological bul-
wark :for‘the companies was
their hodst that in decades of
litigation  — in which they had
- been accused of everything
- from making people addicted
 to their product to killing them
- — they had paid not a single
- cent in damages. Hundreds of
millions-of dollars in legal de-
fence costs, millions of words
| of obfuscation, evasion, half-
truth and denjal — yes. But

never had a plaintiff actually
won. .

That absolute no longer
holds. Smalil in itself, Liggett’s
surrender means Big Tobacco
is no longer invincible,

Its champions, of course,
hold otherwise. Even though
the settlement formula would

Iimply'a prétax-eost to the' g
dustry of $800m (R3,2 billion)
annually, analysts insist the
risk of massive legal payments
has long since been factored
into share prices. Take, for ex-
ample, Philip Morris, the larg-
est, richest and most intransi-

gent of the companies, which

. accounts: for half the US ciga-
. rette market; its shares might
-be worth' $150 (R600) today in-
| stead of around $100 (R400),
were Mars Bars or.Big Macs,
not Mariboros,

product.
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“We intend to fight and win
all of the cases in which we are
involved,” was the company’s
predictably dismissive reaction
to Liggett’s white flag, as it
damned a settlement “so full of
holes that it won't affect our
approach to litigation”. And the
arithmetic of that defiance is
crystal clear. Under the pro-
posed settlement, Liggett’s
agreement to pay out $2m is a

far better bargain than the’

$10m (R40 million) it currently
shells out annually in legal
fees. If Philip Morris accepted
similar terms, it would be lia-
ble for $440m (R1,2 billién) a
year, or 12 percent of its 1995
pre-tax domestic tobacco busi-
ness profit of $3 7bn.

Then again, as analysts fur-
ther point out, the behaviour of
Bennett LeBow, chairman of
Liggett's parent Broogke Group
and the prime architect of the
deal, is not unalloyed. Mr Le-
Bow has designs on RJR Na-
bisco, the second-biggest tobac-
CO company, in which he is 3
dissident shareholder. The Lig-
gett deal has been tailored to
help him persuade RJR’s
stockholders to dismiss the cup-
rent board, approve a merger
with Liggett, and split RJR-
Nabisco’s food and. tobacco op-
erations into independent enti-
ties. All of which, of course,

& AT A

would suit Mr LeBow mightily.

But even Philip Morris can-
not discount the longer-term
impact of what he has done.

The monolithic facade of unity
of the companies has been :

splintered. With Liggett gone,
attorneys and the government
will focus their fire on the oth-
er four major companies,

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, the federa] watchdog
which seeks to have cigarettes
regulated as drugs, has been
handed a sweet victory in Lig-
gett’s undertaking not to give
out free samples or lse:cartoon
characters in advertisement.

s

That is an implicit accep-
tance of the FDA'S 'assertion
that these. campaighgiare delib-
erate attempts to:hook chil-
— The Independent,
London.




Historic US settlement paves way for action

THE health department may call for
an extra tax on the tobacco industry fo
fund a programme for weaning people
off cigarettes.

Department officials, in the wake of
a groundbreakis out-of-court settle-
ment in the US, said at the weekend

they were studying proposals for a 5%
“quitting levy”. Had such a levy beenin

E ace last year, it would have cost Rem-

randt and Utico a total of R60m.

The proposal had been mooted in
the department last week by its con-

sultants, and it was considering
whether to call on the finance depart-
ment to introduce the tax.

A gpokesman for Finance Minister
Chris Liebenberg said the depariment
was investigating the cost implications
of a “package” of proposals from the
health department, but was unable to
say whether it would be symp atheticto
a “quitting levy .

' The move follows US tobacco man-
ufacturer Liggett’s $50m settlement
 with anti-tobacco lawyers, which sent
shares of major tobacco companies

- -gliding on Wall Stréetlast weekl

The deal, in terms of which Liggett,
maker of Chesterfield, agreed to pay
5% ofits pre-tax profit up to $50m over
" the next 25 years to establish a fund to
help people give up smoking, was
heralded abroad as a turning point

s mooted

- g&@ gﬂ /g/ ;/ ?thich could see cigarette manufaciur-

ers sued for millions.

Director of the SA National Council
Against Smoking Yussuf Saloojee said
the Liggett case, In ferms of which
plaintiffs had in a class action lawsuit
sought compensation for the conse-

~ quences of smoker g addiction to nico-

tine, would open the way for SA smok-
ers to institute similar proceedings.

The proposed levy would be another
blow to the tobacco industry.

Rembrandt and Utico together had
to spend R57m last year on packaging
changes to carry prominent health
warnings, and last week watched
Liebenberg slap hefty increases on
tobacco excige duties in the Budget.

Saloojee, a health department ad-
viser, said most smokers wanted to
Etﬂf and get help from “those respon-
sible for their addictions”.

Goldman Judin & Werner senior
partner Michael Judin gaid: “We are
going to see class actions similar to
those in the US and Britain in this
country, and tobacco companies would
he well advised to take cognisance of
the recent developments abroad.”

"~ "R&R Tobacco Company CE Daniel

Prins — Rothmans International’s SA
subsidiary — said a dedicated tax was
not conducive to fiscal control as it
would not be effected through normal
democratic channels of tax collection
and might not even be constitutional.

P —




‘Tobacco S

tow see
- 57
ueline Zaina
879/(3[9%
THE tobacco Industry is
adopting a wait-and-see
approach to proposals
for an extra 5% tax on to-
bacco companies mooted
by health department
consultants last week.

A spokesman for R&R
Tobacco, representing
the merged tobacco in-
terests . of Rembrandt
| and Swiss-based Riche-
mont, said the proposal
would be subject to nego-
tiation. The group would
wait. to see what
emerged. It is estimated
such a tax would have
cost Rembrandt and Uti-
¢o R60m last year.,

Utico corporate af-
fairs manager Hilary
Thomson said the tax
could be unconstitution-
al. It would constitute
unfair discrimination as
it %laced an unwarrant-
ed burden on a given sec-
| torof tax-payers.
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Drugs, substance abuse rife i
_ _- _ (=7

ABDURAGHIEM JOHNSTONE
FREELANCE JOURNALIST

LITTLE is being done against the substance
abuse now widespread in many junior pri-
mary and secondary schools in the Cape in
- spite of post-election rhetoric about waging

war against the drusg merchants and pedlars.

gmﬂﬂmdﬂgﬁ cﬂwﬁimmaamummmn-
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dricks is common to many concerned
mothers. | |

Mrs Hendricks awoke one morning

recently after hearing a noise in her dining
room.

She investigated and found her son
Pedro Hendricks, 15, high on the glue she
had bought to fix her shoes.

Pedro told her he had been introduced

to glues¥miffingat school.

Most teenage pregnancies occur at
schools, many involving teachers, but
these and gang fights, child abuse, teach-
ers’ fear of pupils and weapons in schools
have been swept under the carpet to pro-
tect the good name of the schools con-
cerned — and substance abuse has seen

~ teachers, principals and NGOs interven-

atyssgppools

Ing, at an unprecedented level, .

Desmond Petersen, a Std 9 pupil at
Tafelsig Senior Secondary, says members of
gangs such as the Hard Livings sell drugs at
school and so do pupils.

A Western Cape Education Depart-
ment official said there were structures to
assist in handling substances-abusers,

(Names have been changed.)




Society in a fix as increasing number of

youths get hooked on designer drugs

\w\*d\wmﬁm_aw

Symptoms may have gone undetected because of the newne

ss of substance in SA

...........................................................................

octors and others involved in re-

habilitating drug addicts have

spoken out against the designer
drug Ecstasy, saying incidents of addic-
tion, physical and psychological prob-
lems wﬁm increased dramatically in re-
cent months,

Numerous cases of dehydration and
cardiac distress have been reported at
various intensive care units throughout
Gauteng and there may have been an Ec-
stasy death in South Africa.

“Although Britain was the first coun-
try to report Ecstasy casualties, [ would-
n’t bet there hasn’t been an Ecstasy death
in South Africa because it would not
have been recognised,” said Sylvain de
Miranda, doctor at rehabilitation clinics
Phoenix House and Riverfield Lodge.

Medical and rehabilitation practition-
ers said Ecstasy-related problems have
increased in the last three to six months,
and described it as the latest “trend” in
drugs. But, they said, many psychologi-
cal and physical problems experienced
by youngsters could go unnoticed and
might not be diagnosed as Ecstasy-relat-
ed because of the drug’s newness and a
tendency to protect the drug within rave

culfure.

“Information is directly proportional
to the spread of its use and only recently
have we needed to find out about it,”
said De Miranda.

He said doctors and rehabilitation
clinics had stressed upon authorities a
database of ecstasy-related incidents and
information about the drug
was vital to monitor its
growing use.

Doctors had noticed a __m._
recent surge in what they E—-ﬂ.ﬂ

uted to ketamine, a dissociative anaes-
thetic.

Panic disorder has been reported mn-
ternationally as an acute effect of taking
Ecstasy, where seratonin, a neurotrans-
mitter in the brain, is damaged.

Phoenix House superintendent Rita
van Rensberg said six of the home’s 15
patients were suffering
from  Ecstasy-reiated
problems, and ranged in
age from 16 to 30 years.

Problems included

term “bizarre” effects on

us is kids

severe fatigue, physical

Ecstasy-users. They at- pain, depression, mm.,rx._mg
tribute this to drugs mixed - ia and is,
rbute his o g ey, MOW SEAFE i cading thata
in, ketamine and LSD. the patients were under-
“We are picking up offon E weight. |
some Hﬂmﬁ wﬁwmm..pm uw_mb:ﬁm @ : Eﬂpnw._ﬁmwmmmmﬁmgﬁ. e, s ..u_m
symptoms w sho W y is a deriv-
not belong to pure Ecstasy, ative, though it also has

almost bearing on psychotic episodes —
the flashbacks common with LSD or re-
sembling acute schizophrenic distur-
bances,” said De Miranda.

Severe hallucinations and dissocia-
tion, where a patient was distraught,
thinking a particular body part had fallen
off, were common, he said.

Such dissociation De Miranda attrib-

hallucinogenic properties, is itself a
banned substance in most parts of the

world.
Because of this, De Miranda said,

there had not been the stringent laborato-

ry and human trials that a legal sub-
stance would undergo before being re-
leased on the market.

Ecstasy was originally marketed as a

safe drug and is still seen as such within
rave culture. But De Miranda said even
in its pure form it is dangerous.

Overdosing can cause Serious over-
stimulation of the heart, over-exhaustion
and dehydration. After taking the drug
users are abnormally tired.

“Over the long-term you may get real
mentat changes, including suspicion and
paranoid delusions that people are frying
to harm you,” he said.

Toughlove, a support group for the
parents of children on drugs, said seven
out of 10 phone calls received from the
parents of under-age children were Ec-
stasy-related.

““We have found a lot of types of pros-
titution where girls as young as 15 sell
themselves to drug dealers and runners
to pay the R120 for Ecstasy,” said
Toughlove chairman Cheryl, who
wished not to reveal her last name.

“Festasy-users seem to think of them-
selves as different from other junkies,

and have a love relationship with the

drug, refusing to believe it is dangerous,”
she said.

What really scares us is that a-few
years ago kids would start with cough
mixture and dope. Now they start off
with Ecstasy, LSD and cocaine, * she said.

L_ 3 ..-||\||



ALL tuhaccu advert:s&
ments are to be with-
drawn from Cape Town

Intematlunal Airport

and George Airport~ and
alcnhnl advertisements
may d:sappear as well,
Thls follows a charge
laid: with ‘the police by
the Tobaeco Action Com-
mittee (TAC) that adver-
tisements in George con-

travene the Tobacco

Products Contrul Act.
The. Airports Compa-

ny’s Hennie Taljaard

confirmed this week that

the ads and blllbuards

‘would be pulled down.

He said alcohol adver-
tisements might soon get
the same treatment.

A charge Iaid by TAC
said that on ads at
George A:rpnrt the

health warnings were
smaller than requlred by
‘law, and the tar and nico-

tine content of the ciga-
rettes was almost 1lleg1—

ble. -
“The clgarette manu-

- .facturers are deliberate-
1y ignoring health regu-

lations and dodging their
Iegal respensibility to
inform the public of the
Ievel of hazardnus con-
stituents in tobaceo,” a
TAC spokesman said.

‘The Tobacco Institute
uf South Africa declined
to comment,

< The Alrpnrts Compa-
ny has since reviewed its

policy on tobacco adverts

and the banning decision

| was taken as Mr Taljaard
believed the adverts

clashed with the offer-
ing of smoke-free ZONes
to customers, -
“Instead, tourism in the
Western Cape would he
prometed, he said.

“We would far prefer
to advertise Gnd’s cre-
ations.” B

-At least seven ads had
fallen and the remain-
der. would disappear by

'Aprll 15, after they had

run: the:r course, |
"The TAC spokesman

-regarded the declsmn as |

“a:big step towards civic
respnnmblllty by The
Alrpnrts Company?”,

i




Gov-t ‘l:(-) bant g%c ﬁ% -

Jacqueline Zaina

GOVERNMENT Ians to b %accn advertlamg’l
an attempts to rein the industry in.

The health department said at the weekend thiat
Minister Nkusazana Zuma planned to introducge
“cn rehensive tobacco legislation” as prupnsed"bg

orld Health Organisation to ban tobacco &
vertmmg, and that the industry had flouted currént
health warning regulations.
Officials did not put a timeframe on the plans,for
whether they wnulcf include banning tobacco promo-
~ tion thruugh sponsorship or marketing activity. $d

&7




m&mﬁnﬂ Mahlaba’s practice Frmu_bmm-
burg is piled to the ceiling with boxes
and sacks of bulbs, grasses and roots,

~ among them dagga. .

“One of my most important medi-
cines is dagga,” says Mahlaba, a tradi-
tional healer.

“ He prescribes an infusion of dagga
aiid calamus, a fibrous root, to small chil-
dien for coughs. | |

" “The mixture kills bacteria and virus-
es,” the:41-year-old medicine man says.

“The dagga works as a stimulant to
keep the child fit.”

According to the Medical Association
of South Africa, some 80% of black peo-

* ple put their:faith in the abilities of fradi-

tional healers,

‘men lasting pleasure.

Combined with the Iqonsi bulb,
dagga produces an excellent aphrodisiac,
Mahlaba says.

“Tt opens the lazy veins and gives old

Mahlaba stresses that, “Dagga must
be used in a controlled way. When young
people smoke it for fun, they are abusing
the drug, and some go crazy.”

About 175 000 tons of dagga are har-
vested each year in South Africa, and the
production area is around 825 square
kilometres. | k_

Mahlaba and his 200 000 colleagues
find themselves in a legal grey area, for
the ' cultivation. and consumption of

daggais forbidden in South Africa as in

most countries.

e ———T———— -

Dagga used as medicine puts traditional
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convicted for contravening pmm ban on
dagga — a huge problem for Correctional
Services Minister Sipho Mzimela, whose

- ministry spends R200-million to keep

those convicted behind bars.
‘Don’t forget our forefathers and

foremothers used to smoke, and it was

respected, long before the pale people
came to this part of the world,” Mzimel
told Parliament last year, | .

“Tust because we have been through

brainwashing, we regard dagga as some-

thing evil.”

- The opposition reacted with shock,
saying that dagga led to violence and

‘was a threat to society.

One of the few Western doctors in

1ealer in a hazy legal position

Every year around 11 occmﬁu_m are

Ao = |y|qb
favour of the decriminalisation of the .
controversial plant is Frances Ames of
Cape Town.

Dagga had an anti-bacterial effect,
helped with asthma and could possibly
alleviate the side-effects of chemothera-
py, she claimed in the latest edition of the
South African Medical Journal. |

“South Africa should follow the Aus-
tralian example, and allow medical use,”
she proposes, adding that dagga needs
to be scientifically researched.

Mahlaba, chairman of the African
National Healers Association, regards re-
search of this kind with suspicion: “Uni-
versities and pharmaceutical companies
want to earn money with our knowledge
and we will get nothing.” — dpa Features.
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Addiction not self-intlicted but a

There is definitely a growth in
the incidence of substance
abuse, says Lyn Dick, manager
of Riverfield Lodge.

“There are more cocaine ad-
dicts than ever before and alco-
holism is still a major problem,”

she says.
Dick attributes the growth of

these addictions to the stress of

modern-day life and to the
availability of drugs.

Riverfield Lodge is the aﬂ_w
private ¢linic of its kind in the
country and has been open for
almost seven years. The clinic
keeps patients’ identities confi-
dential and has a multidiscipli-
nary team of doctors, psycholo-
gists, nurses and therapists.

Althiough Riverfield Lodge is

AN A
a ﬁﬂﬂmﬂm,” clinic its rates are less?

expensive thai1 those of a private

. .

A
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hospital and medical aids are
starting to accept that addiction
is not self-inflicted but is a dis-
ease, 5o treatment is becoming
far more accessible.

However, Dick says one of
the biggest problems with
alcohol and drug addiction is
that people do not acknowledge
they have a problem.

“So we only see Wmoﬁm at
Riverfield Lodge when - they
can’t help themselves anymore,”
says Dick.

“The effects of alcohol and
drugs are much the same, in that
they damage the organs and
brain and affect thinking and
family life,” she adds.

Mike Abelheim, confirms
Dick’s views. “I didn’t realise 1

had a dependency problem until

after I crashed with a cocaine ad-

diction, then looking back and
analysing my dependency with
the aid of a therapist I discov-
ered that I had also had an alco-
hol dependency,”he says.

Abelheim, who is a chartered
accountant, Comrades Mara-
thon silver medalist and iron
man, says cocaine gave him a
feeling of euphoria.

Initially his usage of the drug
was controlled as he only used it
with friends and he had no di-
rect access foit. |

It was only after he made di-
rect contact with someone who
sold cocaine and the drug be-
came easy to obtain that he used
it more frequently.

Abelheim says although co-
caine became his substance of
preference he tended to use both

the drug and alcohol excessively.

Eventually his family w
noticed a change in his behav-
iour and confronted him urging
him to get treatment.

“However, [ was in denial. I
believed 1 could stop when 1
wanted to and I was ashamed to
oo for rehabilitation, because 1
was a professional person and
didn’t know how I could have
become addicted.

"When I left rehabilitation 1
was straight for a few months,
then a friend introduced me to
crack, a highly addictive form of

purified cocaine, which is
smoked.
"The drugis also very mxﬁm?

sive and resulted in my ruin. I
lost everything, my money, job,

assets and will to live,” he adds.

Abelheim entered rehabilita-
tion for the second time.

‘terminal disease’
ARG (8 \m /a6

(82

“At Riverfield Lodge you go
through a detoxification pertod
during which the staff make you
as comfortable as possible with
medication,” says Abelheim.

“ After detoxification you go
into one-on-one therapy. It was
then that I realised that addic-
tion is a terminal disease, which
if not tackled will land you injail
or in the mortuary.

“Slowly 1 started to regain
control of my life and regain my
m_u.m 7 to make a choice.

Though Abelheim agrees
that drug abuse is a growing
problem in SA he believes
alcohol abuse is just as problem-
atic,“yet little is done to warn

people.

For more inﬂﬁmsaz call

Riverfield Lodge at (011) 460-
1970.
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Fewer South Africans are
smoking and - the public
-appears to be heeding the
government health warn-
ings, a survey commis-
sioned by the Department
of Health reveals.

The department’s poli-
cy and planning deputy
director-general, Dr Ayan-
da Ntsaluba - at a recep-
tion to mark World No To-

‘bacco Day today —said the

s, umber of smokers had

- been reduced by at least
2% last year, according to
a survey conducted by the
Human Sciences Research
Council and the Medical
Research Council..

The anti-smoking lobi:ay

| is using World No Tobacco

Day to raise awareness on

how the tobacco indusiry
uses sponsorships to pro-

mote its products.
- Singer Yvonne Chaka

L

e ET
Fewer smokers as pubho u

Chaka and Spring bok Jo-
han Roux will be guests of
honour at Department of
Health activities** high-
lighting this year'stheme:
“Sports and Arts Play it
without Tobacco”...

Springbok Chester Wil-
liams is featured on a post-
er to be distributed to all
schools, which will bear the
slogan: “Be a winner -
don’t smoke”.

According to the Na-
tional Council Against
Smoking, the local tobacco
industry — since the intro-
duction of heaith warn-
ings on tobacco advertise-
ments - has shifted to
sponsoring sports and
musicevents.

- Advertisemenis  pro-
moting these events do not
carry health warnings and
can be shown on televi-
sion. — Staff Reporters.

| B




ONTOBACCO INDUSTRY

FOCUS

by ———

JOHANNESBURG: To celebrate World No Tobacco Day
today, the Department of Health has revealed that a survey
has shown there are now 500 000 fewer smokers in SA.

| AISING awareness of how the
tobacco industry uses spon-

orships to promote its prod-

ucts is the focus of World No
Tobacco Day (WNTD) today.

singer Yvonne Chaka Chaka

and rugby Springbok Johan Roux

will be guests of honour at Depart-

ment of Health WNTD celebra-

.tions today to emphasise this
year's theme: “Sports and Arts.

Play it without Tobacco”.
Springbok Chester Williams is

featured on a poster to be sent to
schools nationwide with the mes-
sage: “Be a winner — don’t smoke.” ,

According to the National
Council Against Smoking, the
local tobacco industry has shifted
Its advertising budgets to SPOTSOT-
ing sports and music concerts since

{ the introduction of health warn-

ings on tobacco adverh:se;pents.

Advertisements promoting
these events do not carry health
warnings and can be shown on
television, the council said,

They mdde a sham of the
Advertising Standards Authori ty
Code of Practice which said tobac-
Co advertising should not depict
SPorts or entertainment celebrities,

“The World Health Organisa-
tion (Who), which is CO-sponsor-
ing World No Tobacco Day with

the International Olympic Com-
mittee (I0C) and the United
National Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (Unesco),
>4y SpOIts and arts sponsorships
are ethically unacceptable, ;

Sports and cultural events

which should celebrate good
health and intellectual freedom

were cynically used as an opportu-

nity to promote addictive and haz-
ardous products am ng the young,
the Who said. |

It has proposed instead that

governments increase taxes on
tobacco products and use the rev-

€nue to allow health organisations
to become sponsors, |

Alsp, it has invited individuals
and groups in the arts and sports to
pledge not to promote tobacco use
with sports/cultural events.

Tobacco companies will not be
allowed to advertise or promote
their products at the Atlanta
Olympic Games.

" Meanwhile, & top Department

* of Health official said yesterday the

number of South Africans who do
not smoke has increased by two
percent during the past year as the
public heeded government heajthy
warnings.

Speaking at a reception to mark
World No-Tobacco Day, Dr Ayan-

~ Africa”,

da Nisaluba said the Human S¢i-
ences Research Council and Med-
ical Research Council had found in
d Survey commissioned Dy the
department that “the regulations
requiring health warnings on
tobacco advertisements and tobac-
Co packaging have been effective
in reducing smoking in South

The survey — conducted
among 2 200 adults nationwide —
showed that while 34% of adults
smoked in February 1995, the fig-
ure had dropped to 32% in Febru.-
ary this year.

This meant that there were
half-a-million fewer smokers in the
country.

“The decline in the number of
people who smoke may appear
modest, but given the addictive-
ness of nicotine the achievement is
significant,” Ntsaluba said.

The health warnings were seen
by 839% of the adult population
and 95% of those who had seen,
read or heard the warnings
thought they were helpful and
informative, the department said.

The survey found that 789 of .
the population Supported regulat-
Ing smoking in public places and
68% wanted a ban op tobacco
advertising,

It also found that 50% would
Support increases in excise if the
eXtra revenue raised was used to
promote health. — Sapa, Special
Correspondent -
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'l In keeping with international standards, South
- Africans could soon be stubbing out more than they

WITH the national Department of - are lighting up in public places and at work as the trend

Health seemingly bent on trans-
forming South Africa into a smoke-

public service groups and private

companies are introducing smok-

ing bans on their premises.
According to Yussuf Saloojee,

head of the National Council -
Against Smoking, around 30 per-

cent of private companies through-
out the country do not allow smok-
ing on their premises or have
restricted it to certain parts of their

buildings.

And following closely on the heels
of British Airways recently, SAA .
has introduced smoke-free domestic
and international flights.

National Minister of Health
Nkosazana Zuma has so far made no
secret about her campaign to cut the
number of smokers in South Africa

and to make smoking-related laws .

as stringent as possibie.

Last year, she kicked off by intro- -

ducing new cigarette m%muﬂm_um
legislation.

It 'is now compulsory for 30 per-

cent of the cover of a cigarette pack-
et to contain advertising warnings
about the dangers of smoking,

- parliamentary
" adopted, companies soon could be
" obliged by law to implement strict

A toll-free help-line, which offers
free advice on how to quit smoking,
is also required to be printed on all
packs.

If hard-hitting proposals - based
on New Zealand’s anti-smoking leg-
islation — which were put before a
committee, are

. simoking policies.
- Among the proposals which have
been given the thumbs-up already

. by the health minister are:

® A smoking . ban at all work-

- places where offices are occupied
" by more than one person, unless

written permission was obtained

. from non-smokers.

® In open-plan offices, each non-
smoker must also provide writien
. permission before his or her smok-
ing colleagues can light up, or alter-

. natively, employers should consid-

er providing smoking rooms.

® A complete ban on smoking in
conference rooms, lifts, corridors
and other shared rooms.

“to implement smoking bans gains momentum.
free haven, an increasing number of

® Company cafeterias would have
to bar at least half of their dining
areas to smokers, or hold two sepa-

-rate dining sessions.

@ At restaurants, similar rules
would apply, with owners being
obliged to cater at least half of their
dining tables for non-smokers.

® At schools, technikons and uni-
versities, smoking would be com-
pletely outlawed, as it would be 1n
public transport vehicles such as

‘buses, taxis and trains, except in

designated compartments.

If the proposals are accepted and
become law, employers that failed
to obey the rules could be held
liable for several thousands of rands
in fines or spend six months in

_ prison.

Staff who failed to comply could
face similar penalties.

At companies which have imple-
mented smoking bans already, staff,

- even heavy smokers, appear to have

adjusted easily.
If anything, smoking bans have
led to long-standing addicts cutting

E Ml

orrowed time

down on their nicotine intake, or
even giving up completely.

At the NBS open-plan corporate
headguarters in Durban, neither
staff nor visitors are allowed to
smoke in the building, except in
specially provided smoking rooms.

Mahala Manley, assistant general
manger of human resources, said
the smoking ban had not affected
productivity.

“Staff are permitted to smoke

during their lunch-breaks and are
permitted two smoke breaks during
the day.”

She said smokers were now smok-
ing fewer cigarettes and non-smok-
ers were no longer suffering from
the effects of passive smoking.

“It may be inconvenient for a
while, but people get used to it and

it solves the smoking problem.”

Smoking also is banned in most
parts of the TWS Communications
building in Durban.,

Deputy chairman Dengzil Bradley
said the company had catered for
the majority of the staff, who were
non-smokers, by HEEmEmsﬁEm the
ban.

“Fortunately, we didn’t have any
heavy smokers. The smokers on the
staff were all mainly social smokers,
50 in our case, the ban has worked
very effectively,” he said.

1

Yvette Baxter, public relations
officer for Adcock Ingram, said
smoking was not allowed at the
company’s Mobeni-based buildings,
except in the canteen.

Staff were allowed to smoke only
during their tea-breaks and lunch-
breaks.

“It has been very effective and
has not affecied the day-to-day run-
ning of the place.”

Welcoming the change in atti-
tude towards smoking, Mr Saloo-
jee said the National Counecil
Against Smoking campaign, defi-
nitely was bearing fruit.

Painting a morbid picture for
both smokers and non-smokers
alike, the anti-smoking group’s Mr

-Saloojee predicted that smoking

would become the No 1 cause of
death in the world in less than five
years.

Already 3 million people were
dying of smoking-related diseases
each year throughout the world,
according to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), Mr Salcjee
said.

But event people who had never
smoked a cigarette in their lives
would not escape from the effects of
smoking, as passive smoking nazE
lead to their contracting fatal dis-
eases, he quoted the WHO as saying.

%
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By VENILLA YOGANATHAN
and BENITA VAN EYSSEN
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With the Department of Heaith
seemingly bent on transforming
South™ Africa. into a smoke-free
haven, an increasing number of
public service groups and private
companies are introducing smok-
ing bans on their premises.

According to Dr Yussuf Saloo-
jee, head of the National Council

Against Smoking, some 30% of pri-

vate companies throughout the
couniry do not allow smoking on
their premises or have restricted it
to certain parts of their building,

Following closely on the heels
of British Airways, SAA has intro-
duced smoke-free domestic and
international flights.

Health Minister Nkosazana
Zuma has made no secret aboui
her, campaign to cut down on the
number of smokers in South Africa,
and to make smoking-related laws
as siringent as possible. Last year
she introduced new cigarette ad-
veriising legislation that made it
compuisory for 30% of the cover of
cigarette packets to contain g
warning about the dangers of
smoking.

The phone number of a toll-free
helpline, which offers free advice
on how to quit smoking, must also
be printed on all packs.

If hard-hitting recommendations
~ based on New Zealand’s anti-
smoking legislation — which were
put before a parliamentary com-

mitiee are adopted, companies

could soon be obliged by law to
implement strict smoking policies.
- Among the proposals which
have already been given the
thumbs-up by Zuma gre: -
B A smoking ban at all work-
piaces where offices are occupied
by more than one person, unless
writien permission is obtained
from non-smokers.
M In open-plan offices, all non-
smokers must provide written per-
mission before their smoking col-
leagues can light up; alternatively,
employers should consider provid-
ing special smoking rooms.
B A complete ban on smoking in
conference rooms, lifts, corridors
and other shared areas.
B Company cafeterias would have
to bar at least haif of their dining
areas 1o smokers, or hold two sep-
arate dining sessions.
B Similar rules would apply in

restaurants, with owners being

obliged to have at least half of their
dining tables for non-smokers.

M At schools, technikons and umi-
versities, smoking would be com-
pletely outlawed, as it would be in
buses, taxis and trains, except in
designated compartments.

If the proposals are made law,
employers who fail to obey the
rules could land up paying heavy
lines or face stiff jail terms. Staff
who fail to comply could face simi-
lar penalties.

At companies whick have al-
ready implemented smoxing bans,

taff, including heavy smokers,
appear to have adjusted easily. If
anything, smoking bans have led
to addicts cutting down on their
nicotine intake or giving up com-
pletely.

Smokers at Standard Bank’s
head office have to leave their
desks to smoke in demarcaied
smoking areas in its open-plan
offices. To accommodate the rights
of both smokers and non-smokers,
Standard fook to designating
smoking zones in all its buildings,
including bank branches, after
researching the policies of other
companies here and abroad. Of the
corporation’s 30 000 staff, between
20 and 30% are smokers. .

Group human resources man-
ager John Thompson said: “Initial-
ly, productivity was negatively
affected but this has changed since
most staff have developed some
sort of routine when it comes to
smoke breaks.”

Eskom’s Megawatt Park offices
were declared smoke free late last
year. Of the almost 4000 staff,
those who smoke do so in one of 28 |
cofiee bars or special smoking
areas, According to spokesman
Peter Adams there has been no
noticeable decrease in producti-
vity and the policy has been very
effective.

Welcoming the change in attj-
tude towards the Kkiller habit,
Saloojee said the National Council
Against Smoking’s eampaign was
definitely bearing fruit, -
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1obacco md
could cou

Samantha Sharpe

GOVERNMENT could consider
calling on the tobacco industry to

refund it for costs associated with

treating smoking-related iliness-
es, the health department said at
the weekend.

The department, which has al-
ready mnuted an additional 5%
tax on the industry to help fund a
programme to wean people off to-
bacco, said it would consider all
recommendations aimed at reduc-
ing the effect of tobaccu on health
and the economy.

Spokesman Marie Venter said
latest Medical Research Council
estimates showed tobacco cost SA
around R2 2bn a year in lost pro-
ductivity due to premature death
and hospitalisation and outpa-
tient costs in the pubhc sector
alone. This represented a “conser-
vative” analysis, she said.

The Tobacco Institute for
Southern Africa dismissed the de-
partment’s proposais. Spokesman
Cor Leijenaar said the figure ap-
peared to be incorrect.

According to a detailed study,
he said the tubaccu industry made
a contribution to the economy
which far exceeded the alleged so-
cial cost of smoking.

He said there were “serious
reservations” within government
about the 5% tax “regarding the
undesirable effects of dedicated
taxes of this nature, namely the
way they bind the hands of the fis-
cal authorities in apportioning tax
revenunes to the most pressing na-
tional needs of the day”.

The industry had contributed
about R3,1bn in taxes last year, he
said. O] Kathryn Strachan re-
ports that new research suggests
that recently introduced heaith

warnings on cigarette packs and
adverts may be taking eﬂ‘ect the

council and the Human Sciences
Research Council said on World
No-Tobacco Day on Friday.

The studies indicated a de-
crease of 2% in smoking trends

sociation code which re

@4

amén ad ts 111 the past year,

takm.c.r the smoking rate down to

32%. It also shuwed 23% of smok- |
ers would like to stop smoking and |

18% of smokers have tried to u1t

The department and the Med-
ical Association said that the
health risks of smoking have been
substantially underestimated.
Studies show that 50% of smokers
will eventually die of this addie-
tion, with ha]f of these deaths oc-
mllrn)ng in middle ‘age (35 years
plus

This year’s focus has fallen on
the role athleteﬂ and artists can
play in promoting non-smoking
and also to raise awareness about
how the industry uses sponsor-
ships to promote products and to
buy legitimacy and allies.

The International Olympic
Committee also put its weight be-
hind World No-Tobacco Day, and
it is not allowing tobacco compa-
nies to advertise or promote their
products in any way at the
Olympic Games in Atlanta.

The World Health Organisa-
tion says that sports and cultural
events, which should celebrate
good health and cultural indepen-
dence, are cynically used to. pro-
mote addictive and hazardous
products among the young.

With the introduction of health

warnings, the industry has shifted

its advertising budgets to sponsor-
ing sports and music concerts. Ad-
verfisements promoting such
events do not carry warnings and
can be televised.

The National Council Ag&mati

Smoking says they make a sham
of the Advertising Standards As-
iresthat
“no tobacco advertising will depict
. . . celebrities 1n the sporting or
entertainment world nor any oth-
er persnn who shall partlmllarly
apyrh to those under 18 years.”
e

WHO has proposed: gov-

ernments imcrease taxes on tobac- |

co products and allow health bod-

ies to use the revenue to sponsor |

arts and sports.
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| A-G says state hasn’t done e

LINDSAY BARNES
Staff Reporter

- AN umbrella bﬁdy dedicated to

fighting the scourge of drugs in
South Africa must be sel up
urgently, according to Cape Attor-

| ney-General Frank Kahn.

Mr Kahn was responding to
shocking statistics released this
week showing drug addiction in
the province may have risen phe-
nomenally during the past year.

This week, local Minister of
Health Ebrahim Rasool said the
government had not done enough
during the years to recognise the
importance of fighting drugs.

Mr Kahn called on parliament

to amend existing legislation to

“allow for the formation of a

|

national body, as had been done
successfully in America with its

| Drug Enforcement Agency, and in

Canada.

Furthermore, it was embar-
rassing that South Africa had not
vet signed the United Nations
Convention against Illicit Traf-
ficking, Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances of 1988
becus of bureaucratic delays, and
this should be done immediately.

A huge 58 percent increase in
drug addicts seeking help for the
first time was recorded during
1095 at the Cape Town Drug
Counselling Centre, the only one
of its kind in the Western Cape.

The centre -also warned that
Cape Town had become the Man-

drax capital of the wor
might soon find itself in the same
situation with crack.

Mr Kahn said South Africa was
becoming a transit country for
international drug traffickers and
he branded the Drug Advisory
Board, formed in 1993, “tooth-
less” as it reported to the Minis-
ter of Social Welfare when it
should be reporting straight to
the President.

The board should be a deci-
sion-making body instead of an
advisory one. |

He said the central anti-drug
body should co-ordinate all
departments fighting drug abuse
in some way, such as the depart-
ments of justice, foreign affairs,
trade and industry, safety and
security, customs and excise, for-
eign affairs, welfare, health. and
education, in conjunction with
the community.

«1t is a matter of putting all
these disciplines under one
umbrella, under the watchful eye
of the president,” said Mr Kahn.

He outlined current shortcom-
ings in the fight against drugs:

“In the past, the department of |

welfare has been loathe to use
some muscle, but this must
change, as must the frequent
duplication of strategies in the
present system against drug
abuse.” |
Regarding the link between
gangsterism and drug abuse, he
said the national co-ordinating

T —————— — —

and

department of economic affairs so
that, if it was unable to prosecute
drug lords, it should be able to
tax them at least.

The government was relying
too much on the community in
that in the whole of the Western
Cape there was only one drug
counselling centre, which was on
the verge of collapse becuse of
financial problems.

South Africa desperately need-
ed a national training institution
for tackling the prevention and
treatment of substance abuse
and, like community policing bod-
ies, each community should have
a drug-fighting forum.

A uniform database should be
established on national and inter-

national fronts.

Then, for instance, South
African officials could be alerted
about the intended migration to
the country of internationally-
notorious drug smugglers.

‘A free data exchange, run by
this central body, should get top
priority.

A monthly intelligence report
from all African states and other
countries with trade links with
South Africa should be issued
and customs officials should be
alerted to pending imports or
exports. - ..

Customs officials also required
further training on the identifl-
cation of authentic documents,
he said.

#""—_
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igid anti-tobacco legislation, in line
with the growing global lobby
against smoking, is poised to im-
pose severe restrictions on advertising
which the media industry currently relies
on for a substantial portion of its revenue.
Most forms of media, including news-
papers, radio and magazines, are largely
dependent on the tobacco industry for
millions of rands worth of adverfising
and sponsorship each year.
£ South Africa chooses to follow inter-
national trends next year by banning to-
bacco adverts, certain media could face a
financial crisis.
The World Heaith Organisation has
drawn up draft legislation
advocating a total ban on
the advertising of tobacco

clares her independence with a decision
to smoke”.

“This is a woman'’s health issue,” Sa-
loojee said: o

The ,_,am.mnnm-&wcmnnﬁ Control Act,
implemented in 1993, effectively pro-
hibits the sale of cigarettes to anyone
under 16 years of age, allows the Minister
of Health to regulate smoking in public
places and makes it a legal requirement to

- carry health warnings on tobacco prod-

ucts and advertisements,

When this was introduced, however,
the SABC used its enormous lobbying
power to make sure that health warnings
were not required on radio.

“They objected because newspapers
and billboards could hide

the health warning in
black and white print

and its related products
and the Ministry of Health
in South Africa is consider-
ing adapting those recom-
mendations here, _

But many ﬁmmw_m are
unsympathetic as they be-
lieve the media has played a decisive role
in perpetuating the culture of tobacco
smoking with their financial dependency
on the tobacco industry.

Executive director of the Coundil
Against Smoking, Yussuf Saloojee, said
he favoured the ban because advertising
influences young people more than
adults.

“They remember advertising better
and are more influenced by it. ey also
read more adverts than adults,” he said.

Tobacco advertising preys on our per-
ceptions of ourselves, according to Saloo-
jee. “African and Asian women very
rarely smoke, so the tobacco industries
are targeting their marketing at these
women,” he said.

He cited recent Japanese and Indian
adverts where a new brand of cigarette

e
Y

was being aimed directly at women in

those countries and marketed as symbol-
ising a “Western, affluent, fominist

which people would
eventually ignore, but
on radio the warning
would continue to hit
you between the eyes,”
Saloojee said.

He said the only other
strong argument against health warnings
on radio was that tobacco advertising
comprised up to 20% of the revenue for
many of the radio stations and that the to-
bacco industry had threatened to with-
draw all advertising if they were forced to
carry a warning with the adverts.

.”—er SABC won out - but not en-

tirely. A compromise was reached where

there would be no health waming accom- .

panying the adverts, but a percentage of
time would be allocated for counter-ad-

vertising and this would be broadcast at

no cost to the council by the SABCsHence
the “And now we're really smoking” ad-
verts,

This reprieve was granted to radio sta-
tions until May 1996 and renewed by the
Ministry of Health this year, but things

may change considerably next year.
Radic ¥ecHvo's  ovortitive

n-]-.ﬂa.:l. .J-J.-#

¢ print media to

ashes

b 24> )@ ) ((83)

marketing manager,“Rob Hayne

“We have been given a reprieve until
May 1997, but this does not mean that
there will be no more tobacco ads next
year. We will lobby extensively to keep on
advertising and our chances of success
are pretty good.”

His belief in their ability to deflect the
health department’s attempts at regula-
tion relies on the financial implications of
discontinuing tobacco advertising,

“The public broadcaster needs to be fi-
nanced and we cannot burden the tax-
payer with this shortfall.”

His confidence may be inappropriate.
One of the largest international tobacco
compantes and the makers of Marlboro
cigarettes, Phillip Morris, are so worried
about US proposals to regu-
late the industry that they ,,
have agreed to support
strong measures to curb to- &

heir cigarettes from vending machines
and this concession would not affect
sales.

“They are effectively giving in on the
smaller battles to avoid the larger ones
which will cost them dearly,” he said.

Oﬁrmw members of the media in-
dustry have taken a hardline stance. “Per-
sonally I am against compromisin peo-
ple’s freedom of activity and this is
exactly what is being proposed here,”
general manager of sales at Times Media
Limited, Trevor Ormerod, said.

“We will support the tobacco industry
for as long as we can,” he said.

Ormerod said there simply are no al-
ternatives for advertis-

ing revenue. “When
cellular phones were
introduced here we

bacco use by minors if the Eﬂ-.--.-um.- were very happy be-
US government drops ef- § cause they represent-
forts to regulate tobacco. % =°.ﬂ -—ﬂmﬂ—ﬂn— ed more revenue, but

As part of a new federal & " ga— o there's no way they
law to restrain teenage B n -.ﬂﬁ-o will make up for the

smoking, they have said

they will accept a nationwide minimum
age of 18 for buying tobacco products,
ban cigarette names and logos on t-shirts,
baseball hats and other non-tobacco
iterns, establish a $250-million (about R1-
billion) enforcement fund to be financed
by the tobacco industry, ban all outdoor
advertising of tobacco products within
300m of a school, ban sales of single ciga-
rettes or packs with fewer than 20, ban all
cigarette vending machines and ban to-
bacco advertising at sports events with
significant youth audiences. .

This they are willing to accept in re-
turn for continued exemption from regu-
lation by the US Food and Drug Admin-
istration — whose proposals’ include
regulating what goes into a cigarette and

labelling cigarettes “nicotine-delivery de-

vices”.
But Saloojee and his US colleagues
criticise this move. “A US survey shows

) PP T P LA L 1

loss of the tobacco in-
dustry.”

Independent Newspapers advertising
and marketing director Steve Serfontein
said banning the adverts would represent
“an abuse of people’s rights” by not al-
lowing for freedom of choice.

“Not only that, but I believe we wiil
lose a lot of employment, which is the last
thing we can afford,” Serfontein said.
adding that radio and the print media
would suffer the most from the change in
advertising revenue.,

Hayne also believed that there would
be a “hole” if tobacco advertising was
banned. “We can only hope that these
people wouid then buy the time current-
ly utilised by cigarette ads,” he said.

The Ministry of Health refused to
comment on what possible legislation lay
ahead for the tobacco industry, but the
unspoken advice to the media was to
start probing for alternative sources of
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smokers

H More black and coloured pglee
are smoking and there are fears that
tobacco companies will increasingly
target disadvantaged communities

for cigarette advertising campaigns.

ADELE BALETA
Staff Reporter

MORE than half of all people in the Northern
Cape are smokers and while overall three per-
cent more South Africans are lighting up,
the greatest increase in the number of people
smoking is among the coloured population.

University of the- Western Cape Public
Health Promotion lecturer Blanche Tobias
sald the latest trends recorded by a recent
study found that from 1992 to 1995 the highest
overall smoking rate was for the coloured
population (59 percent), followed by Asians (36
percent), whites (35 percent) and blacks (31
percent).

The study by the Medical Research Council
which surveyed 2 200 adults indicated that 34
percent of adult South Africans (seven million)
were smokers. Of these 52 percent were men
and 17 percent women.

The Northern Cape had the lion’s share of
smokers (55 percent) followed by the Western
Cape (48 percent) and North West Province (46
percent).

Ms Tobias said the current demographic
profile of the South African population had
been shaped by racial divisions.

“In South Africa there has been a close
association between social class and racial
classification with standards of health and
longevity.”

The MRC study and others had confirmed

that there were increasing smoking preva-

lence rates among the coloured and black pop-
ulations while rates among the white group
were lowering,

Comparison of trends in smoking preva-
lence from 1976 to 1990 indicated there had
been an increase of 320 000 of new black
smokers, 80 000 new coloured smokers and
40 000 new Asian smokers. There were 270 (00
fewer White smokers than would have been
expected if trends from 1976 continued .

“This decline in smoking among whites
was for hoth men and women, with evidence
of a decline among Asian men.

“In sharp contrasi, smoking rates over the
same period increased dramatically among
coloured men and women and more slowly
among black men, Less than 10 percent of
black women smoke.”

A disturbing trend was the increase in the
number of pregnant coloured women who
were smoking. Ms Tobias said there was a
direct relationship between children who
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had asthma and parents who smoked.

She said there was great concern that tobac-
¢o companies recently hit by controls on
tobacco advertising would increasingly target
disadvantaged communities through bill-
boards and the print media and that greater
emphasis would be given by the tobacco
industry to supporting black arts, cultural
and sports events.

......

Studies of schoolchildren in the Western
Cape indicated that smoking was more com-
mon among boys over the age of 15 years. In a
study carried out in an African township in
Cape Town, 0,8 percent of girls and 23,7 per-
cent of boys were smokers.

She said the increase in smoking was a

public health concern for both smokers and
non-smokers as well as the economy.

PICTURE: ROY WIGLEY, Staff Photographer.

of the Western Cape Public Health Promotion lecturer Blanche
Tobias says World Health Organisation statistics reveal that smoking kilis more people than

gmm, cocaine, alcohol, aids, fires, homicide, suicide and automobile accidents combined.
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By 1890 over 25 000 tobacco-related deaths
were being reported annually. The economic
costs exceeded R2.5 billion in terms of lost
productivity due to premature death and hos-
pitalisation.

From 1968 to 1988 there was a 300 percent
increase in lung cancer death rates in

coloured women and a 100 percent increase
with coloured men and white women.

......
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price of a “harmful addietive drug
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;?éTHE zvnnistry ﬂf F‘mance has been Iambas:-zfi ‘

tially fhe axeise tax rate on ﬂlgarettES while -
f:.imcreasmg the pmce of. hread’ at a faster:

.....

......

Pr Salao;gee said that ‘in spite of recent

- gxeise tax increases; South Africa still has

amongst the It}west ta?x rates on c1garettes in

the: world,
o Taxes. comprlse 42 pement of the retaﬂ

b} _:';._';j??prlce of & packet of 20 mgarettes in South
Lo e e AfYies cﬂmpared to 86 percent in Denmark,

The retmi pries uf bread ha sazd had.g-_;ji;’i'ﬁ percent in the Umted Klngdnm, and 73

;';._irlsen faster than the price ﬂfmgarettes inthe éf"*j-*pernent in Germaﬁy

“‘past six yesrs; Between 1090 and-July 1996, -

the Pl'iﬁﬂ‘ ﬂf bruwn bread mﬁraasﬁd by 145 ; 3

~“In fact, sincethe: 1970’ the retall mce Gf

: mgarettes has nnt k&pt up Wlth mﬂatiun and

the price of cigarettes

_ f-éif-'j pereent fram Qﬂ cents tm R2,25 a lc-af' (thls_
“ed for: ignoxing calls t0:increase substan- ' included the 10 percent ineredse in bread
prices announced last week), while 4 packet
. of 20 cigarettes went’ up by 127 percent from
- “R1,65t0 R3,74 (retail price during May 1996).
e 'mst Smﬂkmg éxecu«-;;.é_ e
"j;;ti‘;"E director Yussuf Saloojee said it was an.
“indictment” of the gnvernment‘s fiseal pol-.
- icy thaf the price of a staple food like bread -

~hadbeen allowed 1o increase faster thanthe .

“the real price of cigarettes has dropped in
South Africa.”

Couneil, the National Council Against Smok-

‘and substantial increases in the exeise tax

..Dr Saloojee said, in view of this, it was not
clear why the ministry of finance had repeat-
edly ignored calls from the Medical Research

ing, the Cancer Association of South Africa
and other health urgamsatmns to make real

rate on cigarettes.
~ *“Making food more expensive and harmful
substances more affordable is a doubly
unheslthy public policy,” he said.

Comment from the ministry of finance.

- was nnt avatlable at the time of going to
press
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Indictment of Government's fiscal

policies, says anti-smoking chief

By Juawe Stwow  °  incease faster than that of-g
Medical Correspandent harmful addictive drug like to-~,,.
bacco,” Saloojee said. -

stripped those of cigarettes  South Africa’s taxes on cigareites

by 18 % over the past six ~are among the lowest in the
years, yet the Government refus-  world, comprising only 42% of
es to raise excise taxes on ciga- the retail price of a packet of 20,
rettes, says Dr Yussuf Saloojee, compared to 86% in Denmark,
executive director of the National ~ 76% in the UK and 73% in Ger-
Council Against Smoking. marty.

Bread shot up 145% from 90 In 1960, excise taxes com-
cents a loaf in 1990 to R2,25now.  prised 60% of the local retail
Cigarettes rose 127% from R1,64  price. Taking inflation into ac-
in 1990 te R3,74 now. count, taxes comprised only 20%

“I¥s an indictment of Govern-  of retail price in 1990, Saloojee
ment fiscal policy. The price of said.
staple food has been allowed to Cigarette prices were directly

related to consumption, he

added. |
BREAD V CIGS In real terms the price

‘B read price rises have out- Despite recent increases,

The World Healtﬁs brganisa—
Hon estimates that by 2025, one
in seven deaths will be caused by

7 _
1006 R
| L0 pree =0 ol smoking-related illnesses. Seven
g0 91 92 93 94 95 96| million people will die in devel-

SOURCE: Central Statistical Senaces. GRAPHIC: GAIL 1H'-MF1 U‘Ping Cﬂunu"iEﬁ

Refative increases 1990 - 96 dropped 37% between 1970 and
% changeinprice 1989, while tobacco consumption
B B PF rose more than 100% in the same
period. The Government could
. raise R10-million for every one
% BT °  centincrease in excise tax, Saloo-
| bsp l BEL Bl 4 jee said. |
1 A 15 cent increase could set
! 3  up aR150-million health promo-
i i 1] tion fund like that used in coun-
200 § - oy |  tries like Peru and Australia, and,
g 4  for example, could easily take
: 1  over the estimated R8-million to-
150 F.o 41 bacco companies currently spent
5 | onsports sponsorshi




Shops still sell I
ciggies to kids

81 68 )
ST-hops and Cafes sell ciga-

rettes to children as young as 10
years — although it is against the
law — without turning a hair, a |
Medical Research Council survey ‘
has found. R |
The survey found that although |
shops were banned from selling
cigarettes to children under 16
years, 89% of retail outlets sur-
veyed nevertheless sold cigarettes
to children — most of whom were
in school uniform. Of these, 88,7%
sold the cigarettes without asking
the children’s age or whether the
cigarettes were for their own use.

_ The results, published in the lat-
est. SA Medical Journal, said chil-
dren between 10 and 12 years of
age were recruited to carry out the
experiment, visiting 200 cigarette
outlets in greater Johannesburg,

* The aim was to see whether
retailers stuck to the Tobacco Prod-
lucts Contro] Act of 1993, which
makes it an offence to sell tobacco
products to minors.

“The survey sample included \
supermarkets, cafes, spazas and
street vendors, and covered a wide
rangé of racial and socio-economic




THE Southern African Development
Community meeting in Maseru for its
16th summit will cooperate to ensure
that the region does not become a pro-
ducer, consumer, exporter, distributor or
a conduit for illicit drugs destined for the
international market.

SADC executive secretary Dr Kaire
Mbuende said yesterday that protocol in
the areas of trade cuﬂperauun sharing of
energy resources, improvement of trans-

SADC cooperates
drug elimination G+,

n

port and communications, and combat- :
ing drug trafficking, are expected to be °
signed by heads of state and government
of the SADC at their summit to be heid
this coming weekend.

The aim of the trade protocol is to
create an integrated regional market that
will facilitate the economic develop-
ment, diversification and the industriali-
sation of the region. - fnjépjndent

Farefgn Service. ! 20 g




finance through a state agency, the
money would not have been allowed to
enter the formal economy.” |

He said the country’s drug industry
was still small when compared to
countries like Colombia, Bolivia and
Peru, and if the right strategies were
put in place, it could be contained
and eventually destroyed,

“When tackling the problem, we
need to define the parameters of the
war and put into place an ideology
I about how destructive drugs are and
outline all the negative aspects relat-
| ed o the issue.”

The United States, for example, in
their war against drugs in Latin Amer-
ica, used the term “narcotics” hecause

' | ; . '. C/ %} 1t meant ‘ghe same whjen transiated
Expert Galls for an economlc war from English inte Spanish. They then
- |

{ 6 built a vocabulary arcund it like narco-
. ﬁﬂ*a‘ %(g ‘5? - terrorism, narco-dollars and narco-

DRUGS are at'ﬂ“(e heart of most of the crime and gang vioience that hals | guerrigli_g, all of which had negative
v communiti i ' econnotations
ravaged so many communities. The government - especially as a result || tions,
| of thge nngoing?gonﬂict between Cape Flats gangsters and the organ- | , '1;111163’ lﬂvﬂlveg all stat; dgp?irtmenﬁs
| isation People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (Pagad) - has_develo'ped nﬂe o Eed“;ggefmn a?getlé d ceulllrlﬁrie?ltlﬁa{
tough measuresito cope. But no plans have been announced to fight g

failed to show a willingness to fight the
problem.

But there were problems. There
WEre no clearly identified enemies

the bigger problem - that of the drug ind_ustry. Staff Reporter JOSEPH
| ARAN%%-sp}?::_ke toi Daniel Nina, a human rights Iawyer.fr_nm Puerto Rico,
who was involved in advising the George Bush administration during

their drug war against Latin American countries. as the drug industry had too many
| O players with a range of interests, and
THE battle to.rid. olir society of the the countries had different ideas on
seourge of drugs andiits related erimes dealing with the evil. N |
must go.beyond:the arrests and pros- “In a country like Bolivia, during the
ecution of- known drug lords and gang- early 1990s almost 80 percent of the
| sters if there i§'to be aitrue and mean- economy was drug-related. Life tends
ingful viétory, i to become very complicated when the
| When declaring a war on drugs, the drug barons have billions of dollars to
whole industry withi its many faceless spend and can buy just abouyt any-
people, must be_ attacked, and the thing - in some cases even govern-
financial muscle it generates must be ments. |
destroyed beéause more often than ‘fAt the same lime, they are always
not, that bload money ends up in the trying to legitimise their operationg
country’s mahstream economy. and entering into the formal, legal
The governinent recently announced economy to Ial_mder their money. ”
a range of drastic measures to rid the Mr Nina said most countries had
streets of gangsters, drugs and guns: systems in place to contro] and check
more policemen and army personnel ' . * | cash deposits made at banks, but noth-
were deployed-and top detectives were Mr Nina said that in their efforfs to  ing in other sectors of the economy.

' assigned to investigate allegations of clean up the streets, a serious effort “This is what we need to look at, We
police corruption and crimes against must be made to crush the economics need to have mechanisms making it
the gangsters. But no plans were of the drug 1ndust1;y as there would very difficuit for people to dispose of
announced nor strategies identified on qlways be more “little guys” to con- their ill-gotten money,”
how the increasing traffic in narcotics tinue the operations.. | He said although South Africa was
would be fought. He said while there were no simple  still quite a long way from the Latin

The militant campaign led by People splutml}s to the prnblem, S€rious con- American situation, it could g0 down
Against Gangsterism and Drugs slderation should be given to control-  that road if effective measures were
(Pagad) has forced the government to ling the cash transactions taking place  not put in place.

| seek urgent solutions to the crisis. in the country, _ Already the local gangsters had

But were their responses well The drug trade thrived on a solid formed a cartel, The Firm, to control

| thought out or were they just more cash flow. Drug dealers, like most peo-  their interests in the industry. “The
stop-gap measures to restore calm and ple,' aspired to lmprove the quality of Firm are also moving away from their
settle the emotions that were running | their lives. Herein ljes part of the traditiona] drugs and are expanding
wild among ordinary citizens? solution, according to Mr Nina. the industry into other markets by

Daniel Nina, a human rights lawyer Because druglords seldom have Supplying cocaine and other chemi-
from Puerto Rico and academic man- cheque accounts or credit cards, they cally produced drugs like ecstacy. ”
ager of the Observatory-based Com- buy most 'of the goods they require Mr Nina said short-term solutions
munity Peace Foundation, said that with hard ecash, | like locking away drug dealers and
from the government’s response, he got | Rashaaq Staggie had to pay a deal- gangsters would help but the only test

{ the impression that they (the govern- er at lea‘st*fH R150 000 for a car. “The to see whether the war on drugs was
ment) were more interested in appeas- dealer did not question where the being won, was if the price of the
ing communities than seriously tack- money came from and probably just drugs sky-rocketed.
ling the drug problem. accepted it..If, for example, there was “And unfortunately for Cape Town,

Police figures showed that there legislation ﬁ_n place which forced the the price of cocaine and ecstacy is
were about 80 000 gangsters operating dealer to check on the source of the becoming cheaper.”
onthe Cape Flats, most of whom were I ————rmmmmt. e ——
In some,way. connected, to. the, drug.
industry; How. effective would it then
be to go around arrésting known driig
lords whenthere wére. thousands, of

|||||

others waiting in the wings? . 7.




68% N A favour

tobacco ad ban

PRETORIA: Altogether 68% of
. South Africans favoured a ban on
“tobacco advertisements, Depart-
| ment of Health g:hrectmrmgeneral Dr
13 dhve Shlsana ﬁ&ld ﬁe;e yestferclay

b This was SaGL QL ecent
F “SHTvey Comin Byihes s
department and cnnductecl by the

Human Sciences Research Council
the Medical Research Coungcil.
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promises are made to these people, but there is no
direction. The Minister’s answer today provided
no solution to what is taking place. The Minister
should start accepiing responsibility and doing
what must be done with regard to housing.

It is important that people have housing. If houses
are not provided, we are always going to have the
problem of squatting. [Interjections. ] Members on
the other side can make a noise, but they are the
onecs who imade promises to the people. They have
promised the people houses, Where are the
houses? What about the promises they made
during the election? [Interjections.] They are
building luxury toilets for the people. [Interjec-
tions.] They are putting people in smaller and
smitller houses, telling them that their demands
arc being met. They cannot put people in houses
that are so small that they have w0 go outside to
change their minds. |Interjections.] [Time ex-
pired.]

The SPEAKER: Order! Would hon members
please take their seats and stay in their seats.
Could we have less noise, please.

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Madam Speaker,
it s a pily that the hon Mr Rabie and his colleague
want to address 1ssues which they are not guite
larbiar with. T would like 10 remind Mr Rabie
that [ amended the Houwsing Arrangements Act in
February in order to empower local authoritics to
jomn us in the delivery of houses and also to take
action around issues of landlessness and
homelessness. He is part of the Port{olio Commit-
lee on Housing, and should remember that.

Sccondly, it is a pity that people like to make
grand stands in politics on issuecs which they
themselves were unable to resolve. However, let
me say to him that providing toilets is not the
policy of this Government or my Ministry. The
first thing I recalised when I ook over was that
there werc toilets that had been put up by policies
which the hon member had supported. We are still
trying io resolve that problem.

It 1s not true that my Ministry does not have
solutions 1o the issues. [ would like to invite him
to follow the developments in my Ministry before
he comes here and argues about issues that have
been resolved long ago.

The local authorities and MECs have been given
the power to make sure that illegal squatting is
attended to within the rules and the terms of
reference on illeghl squatting. 1 hope that hon
member of the national Parliament is aware of

that fact. Secondly, he should know—this is

- obvious to anybody with a mind—that one cannot

allow people who are not on the list to go ahead of
those on the list. He should know that by now. I
also want to tell him that the serviced land that is
available will be allocated to the rightful owners.
[Time expired.]

Mr A E REEVES: Mr Speaker, I listened to the
hon the Mumster and, as normal and usual, that
Minister is trying to pass the buck to someone
clse. She cannot accept responsibility. Look at the
Naturena debacle that took place in Gauteng.
Look at what is taking place there. What does the
department do? It sits back, closes its eyes and
says that the province must handle it. It is about
time this department either became a department
of siting back and listening to people, or a
depariment responsible for housing. Tt must de-
cide what it wants to be, because it is definitely
not handing down a clear-cut policy to the
provinces on the problems with regard to squat-
ting.

Mr J H MOMBERG: Madam Speaker, on a point
of prder: 1 do not see a man in the Chair.
[Interjections. ]

Mr A E REEVES: Madam Speaker, it is typical of
Jan Esﬂrw_,m to do this . ., .

_Jhe SPEAKER: Order! May I rule on the point of
‘order, please. 1 have allowed you to continue

usirig the term **Mr Speaker™. I would appreciate
it 1f you showed courtesy to the Chair, and for you
now to recognise who is in the Chair. You may
proceed.

Mr A E REEVES: Madam Speaker, it is typical of
Mr Momberg to do that and to waste people’s
time. It is also typical of those members, when
one starts pomting out the correct or incorrect
things that they are doing, to get up and make this
type of interjection. [Time expired.] [Interjec-
tions. |

*Mr J A RABIE: Madam Speaker, I am listening
to what the Minister is saying and [ am aware of
what she 1s saying—the powers were devolved in
terms of that Act—because 1 was part of that
commiitee. However, she has not yet issued the
criterta according to which local authorities must

function. This is where we are reaching a dead
end.

I want to quote further from my letter to the town
council;

Om hulle hierdie langverwagte ideaal wat hulle
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gekoester het te ontneem, is nie om
geregtigheid te laat geskied nie. Ek versoek dus
die stadsraad om nie met hierdie planne voort te

gaan nie. Dit sal net onnodig gemoedere gaande
maak.

Apart from the fact that [ have not yet received an
answer, it appears that the council is wilfully deaf
and blind to the practical problem.

On 2 August 1996 the ANC made use of its voting
power and forced this decision through, without
being aware of any criteria that they had to apply
which were derived from the national policy. The
Minister must put an end to such haphazard
decisions. 1 am in complete agreement. The
Minister knows—I have been in her office—we
know how to get people settled, but we are
saddled with bottlenecks, because the national
policy is not clear on the ground.

When Mr Reeves refers to luxury toilets, he is
speaking about houses that are now being built—
three metres by four metres—such as the old
regime never built in its time. It built houses of 40
square metres and 34 square metres.

If we are now going to allow the people on the
watting list to be denied their privilege to make
use of the subsidy through this type of robust
decision, the Minister must intervene, because she
must apply the national policy. [Time expired.]

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Madam Speaker,
I want to tell the hon member Mr Rabie that I
respond to the Constitution. My duty is to deal
with policy and to deliberate this policy with
provincial MECs, and that has been done by my
Ministry.

In terms of the implementation of policy, one has
to go to the provinces with whatever queries one
has. However, the monitoring of the policy and
the policies are on the right footing, the MECs are
implementing them, and as far as problems of
administration are concerned, those are being
taken care of.

Therefore I do not know what Mr Rabie’s queries
are all about, and if his party’s policies and
construction planning were so good, then we
would not have had the backlog that we are
dealing with at the present moment. [Interjec-
tions.] I am afraid that [ have to come back to that
issue, because it is very pertinent.

Debate concluded.

4

. which 1 received, rather than (o0 what is on the

_
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Campaign against smoking intensified
2. Mr A ALLY asked the Minister of Health:

Whether the campaign against smoking is to be
intensified; if not, why not: if so, what are the
relevant details?

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Madam Speaker,
before I start my interpellation { would just like to
say that the interpeliation which I received was
not exactly the same as that on the Question
Paper. The interpellation which I received said:

.. . Whether the campaign against smoking is to
be intensified, and particularly so in the pre-
cincts of Parliament. If not, why not; if so, what
are the details?

I would therefore like to stick to the interpellation

- Question Paper today. May [ start? [Interjections.]
The SPEAKER: Order! You have the permission

y of the Chair to start, and members will do you the

courtesy of listening,
The MINISTER: Madam Speaker and hon mem-

S—

bers, why is there a need for an antismoking
policy, which we are going to intensify, in the
precincts of Parliament as well?

In its 1993 report the World Bank said that
investing in health was an investment, and that the
promotion of prevention-of-disease strategies was

the most cost-effective way of improving the
health of the world's people. Preventing disease
through cost-effective strategies lowers health
care costs and improves quality of life.

We have to realise that tobacco is a unique
product. It is said to be the only product that can
kill, even when it is used exactly as the manufac-
turers prescribe. According to the Medical Re-
search Council, the use of tobacco in South Africa
is costing us R3,5 billion a year in productivity

{ lost to tndustry and in terms of health care costs.

Each year approximately 2,5 million working
days are lost to the South African industry due to

| absenteeism caused by smoking-related iilnesses.

The majority of smokers become addicted as
children. For example, by the age of 16 vyears,
according to the study, 43% of primary school
boys in Khayelitsha have become reguiar smok-
ers. Given the present trends, between 2 million
and 3 million of the 19 million children in South

| Africa today, will be killed prematurely by
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tobaceo. This 1s therefore the target population for
our campaign. I is important for us ... [Time
expired. |

Mr A ALLY: Madam Speaker. the hon the
Minister of Health has given her ungualified
support tor the campaign agaimnst smoking. T want
to welcome this. | behieve that the growing body
ot opmion worldwide no longer sees smoking as a
pleasant soctid recreation, I lact. 1018 an msidious
form of drug addiction,

My own research has helped me (o discover the
lollowing {ucts. According 1o the World Health
Organisation smoking will be the number one
cause of death i the world by the year 2000}, In
fact, some doctors believe that future generations
will ook back on smoke-related deaths the way
we look back on the Black Death of the Middle
Ages. We ask ourselves: Why is smoking so
dangerous? Here is a hist of some of the discases
caused or made worse by smoking: heart attack.
blood vessel disease, stroke, cancer, emphysema
and chronic hronchitis,

The diseases which smoking causes do not just
kil onte, but can make one’s hife nuserable for
many  vears. As an example, blocked blood
vessels can cause pains in the {egs when one
excreises and even lead to amputation of a limb.
Secondly. chest pains caused by emphysema can

leave one bedridden for years.

Tobacco-related diseases Kill over 25 000 South
Alricans every year. At present 31% of adulis
smoke. Over the next decade smoking rates are set
to mcrease  significantly  among our rapidly
urbanmisig population. The reasons for this likely
increase include, lirstly, the low cost of cigareties:
secondly, the clear targeting of the black commu-
nity, women and the youth by the tobacco industry
through advertisements and sponsorship of sports
and culural events; and thirdly, political lobbying
by the industry and its allies.

I appeal to the Minister to impose exitra taxes and
levies on tobacco products, Cigareites are taxed.
but compared to other countries the percentage on

" the total price of cigarettes i1s very low—37%

compared to 72% in the European Union. Raising
tobacco prices through taxation is perhaps the
single best way to reduce consumption. A Rl
increase in the price of 20 cigarettes would not
only raise about R billion extra in excise tax
annually, but will also reduce the number of
smokers by one iillion. In turn. this will eventu-

tmey
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ally result in 250 000 fewer premature deaths.
[ Time expired.]

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask members to
please curtail thewr pnivate bustness in the Na-
tional Assembly Chamber. The level of noise is
unacceptably high.

Dr W A ODENDAAL: Madam Speaker, before |
start speaking, may I enquire on a point of order:
Are we now discussing smoking in the precincts
of Parliament, as the Minister said, or are we
discussing the Government’s antismoking cam-
paign? 1 think that i1s a different story. You, as
Speaker, are responsible for the rules with regard
ta smoking in Parliament.

The SPEAKER: Order! The interpellation is as on
the Order Paper. We heard what the Minmister said
about the misinformation that she had been given.
We have (o accept what she said. I think members
should address themselves to the interpeilation on
the Order Paper.

*Or W A ODENDAAL: Madam Speaker, the NP
will support any attempt (o intensify the campaign
against sthoking. 1 am a litle careful to use the

- ward “intensify” while this Minister is in office,

wm,._._.,,_mEﬁ in her case it would not mean that she
woulid gse more carrots, but that she would rather
use sjamboks (o get this obstinate smoke-donkey
on the move.

We are in favour of intensifying the campaign
convincing smokers not to smoke, instead of
forcing them to stop. | think that it s a good
principle to empower people with knowledge.
rather than to enforce punishment to force them to
come to their senses. In any case 1t is a fact that
this ANC Government always implements the
wrong oplion, as in the case of abortion. They are
complaining that the problem is pregnancy
amongst teenage girls which is increasing dra-
matically, but what 1s the ANC’s solution? Kili the
babtes! No, the solution 1s that we should start an
improved information campaign at school level to
empower young girls with the necessary knowl-
edge and consequently prevent them from {alling
pregnant. This is the solution, and not to kill
babies.

This also applies to smokers. Let us teach smokers
rather not to smoke in public places, where they
can prejudice other people with their smoking.
Let us not implement ridiculous punishments. I
am just afraid that if we support this Minister to
intensify the campaign, she will wield the
sjamboks. [Interjections.]
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The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Madam Speaker, |
thank the interpellants, especially Mr Ally. Some
of Mr Odendaal’s comments are also welcome.

I would like to say that according to the recent
survey done by the Medical Research Council,
72% of adult smokers regret that they ever started
smoking: 63% have tried to quit; 78% support
regulating smoking in public places; 68% of our
population want a ban on tobacco advertising and
30% of the population would support a further
Increase in tobacco excise taxes. especially if the
extra income were used lor health promotion.

Now I would like to appeal to the Minister of
Finance to take that into account, and the fact that
the price of tobacco is the single largest factor
determining the patterns of use of tobacco prod-
ucts, The tobacco excise duty in South Africa is at
a very low level. when compared (o that of other
countries. This has resulted tn a decrease in
Government revenue from this commodity. Be-
tween 1981 and 1995 real consumer spending on
tobacco increased by 209. whilst real tobacco
excise revenue fell by 32%. So we appeal to him
to raise the tobacco excise duty. {n South Africa
the excise is only 32% of the price, whereas in
other countries it is about 70% of the price.

Lastly. having listened to Mr Ally, and having
heard what other members were saying. I think we
should do something about smoking in Parliament
as well, Parliamentarians must be role models.
and young people are looking up 10 them, [Time
expired.|

Mir M F CASSIM: Madam Speaker, | heartily
want 1o endorse the sentiments expressed by the
Minister. I would like to give her all the encour-
agement possible in order to make sure thal
spectal areas are designated in Parliament for
those who wish to smoke, but that others are freed
of the noxious fumes which we have to

4 L ] -

Dr W A ODENDAAL: Madam Speaker, on a
point of order: I thought that you had given a
ruling that we should not talk about smoking in
Parliament,

The SPEAKER: Order! My ruling was that the

subject of the interpellation was as it is on lhe
Order Paper.

Mr M F CASSIM: Just as I have influenced my
colleague Mr Ally, who is a chain smoker, to make
a vow that he is never going to smoke again, I
think the Minister of Health should also prevail

upon her companion the Minister of Transport to
do a similar thing here today. [Applause. ]

[ think the Minister hit the nail on the head when
she said that for the battle to be advanced and
intenstfied, it has to shift to the Minister of
Finance. For some strange reason the Ministers of
Finance in this country have been very loath to
keep the increases on levies at real-price levels.
These have fallen very far behind. In Canada it is
a proven lact that about 11.5% of all health care
costs arise as a result of cigarette smoking.

I'am alraid that the soft-soap ideas of Dr Odendaal
will just not be adequate. If the time s right for
taking out the sjambok and making people pay for
costing the economy so much in loss of produc-
tivity, and n finding extra money to pay for the
nse in cancer and related tobacco-induced dis-
cases, then surely this Government should act
with some degree of strength. I hope the Minister
of Finance will be able to increase cigarette tariffs
substanually and regularly. I also hope that this
will be done on the basis of a quarterly review.
[Time expired.]

Mr A ALLY: Madam Speaker, | honestly believe
that the hon the Minister of Health, in consultation
with the Speaker of the House. can, without a huff
or a pulft. bring about a smoke-free environment in
Parliament, I would like to appeal to her to
designate special smoking areas in Parliament.
[Interjections.} It is very irontcal that the law of
the country demands . . .

Dr W A ODENDAAL: Madam Speaker, on a
point of order: T think it is the privilege of the
Speaker to decide where we can smoke in
Parliament and where we cannot. It is not the
deciston of the Minister to do that. {Interjections.]

The m.wm}wﬁmm” Order! I do not wish to enter into
a territorial dispute with the Minister of Health.
but I think that that is correct!

Mr A ALLY: Madam Speaker, it is very ironical
that while the law of the country demands that
cigarette manufacturers have the words “Danger!
Do not smoke in front of children™, in bold print
on cigarette packets, on a daily basis, when
hundreds of schoolchildren visit Parliament, they
are confronted with stompies, cigarette butts.

strewn all over the place in smoke-filled corridors.
[Time expired.]

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Madam Speaker,
let me please start with a point of order: Is it
allowed for hon members to send a cigarette butt

_—
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in an envelope to the Minister of Health? [Laugh-
ter. |

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 will have to take that
into consideration and give you a ruling later!
Will you now proceed with the interpellation?
[Laughter.]

The MINISTER: Madam Speaker, in conclusion,
like you. 1 would not like to get involved 1n a
territortal dispute over Parliament. except to say
that the Muster of Health has the authority, under
the present Tegislation, to introduce regulations (o
ban smoking m all pubhc places. [Interjections. |
But, 1 will not get into a terntonal dispute. [ will
leave Parltament to Madam Speaker, but hope-
fully she will protect nonsmokers.

Lastly. I want to appeal to individwal members of
Parhament to take note that young people out
there see the hon Tony Leon, for example, as a
role model for all liberal democruts. Therefore
they should not see han smoking in public. The
revolutionary democrats also see Mac as a role
modcel, so he should not be seen smoking in
public. [Interjections.] T am sure that even the
aspirunt young Nats see the hon F W de Klerk as
their role model, and should not see him smoking
in public, Even the Azanians would not like to see
the hon De Lille smoking in public, {Laughter.]

So Lappeal to all hon members, eg those of the FE.

The on Gen Viljoen should not be seen smoking .

in public. And the ACDP’s Hallelujah, | am sure,
would not want (o be seen smoking. |Laughter.]
And therefore, as parliamentarians, let us not
encourage our young people to smoke. [Ap-
plause. |

Mr A ALLY: Madam Speaker, on a point ol order:
[ am going to stop. 1 have stashed my packet of
cigareltes. [Laughter.|

The SPEAKER: Order! Hon members, [ have
listened to this debate with great interest, because
the Rules Comumittece of the National Assembly, at
its meeting this weck, tabled the question of
declaring Parliament, or large parts of it, a
nonsmoking zone. [Applause.] The matter will be
coming before you very shortly. I would also add
something about the proceedings of the Rules
Committee which may encourage more members
to attend its meetings. We were informed by a
Minister, whom 1 will not name, but who is
known as a smoker, that the explanation for his
very sombre demeanour was that he was trying to
give up smoking. So there i1s hope yet for
everyone else. [Applause.]

_..ﬂnl.‘. [ LT B 1 1. THUNTS B O | 1 . B

Debate concluded.

3. Mr L M GREEN — Public Works. [With-
drawn.]

QUESTIONS

TIndicates translated version.
For oral reply:

President of the Republic:

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Madam Speaker,
the hon the Deputy President asked that these
guestions stand over.

The SPEAKER: Order! Are you referring to the
guestion to the President only, or also those to the
Deputy President?

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Madam Speaker,
even those to the Deputy Present.

*1. Mr M J ELLIS—President of the Republic.
(See colinnn 2456.)

Executive Deputy President:

*1. M¢.M F CASSIM—Executive Deputy Prest-
dent. [Question standing over.}]

*2. Mr W A HOFMEYR—Executive Deputy
President.’ [Question standing over. )

Ministers:

Question standing over from Wednesdgy,

18 September 1996

Reserve Bank: loan to certain banking
corporation

¥29. Mr K M ANDREW asked the Minister of
Finance:

(1) Whether the Reserve Bank has granted a
Joan of R1,3 billion to a certain banking
corporation, the name of which has been
furnished to his Department for the pur-
pose of this reply; if so,

(2) whether the loan has been repaid; if so,
when; if not, {(a) why not and (b) when is it
due to be repaid;

(3) whether he or his Depariment tntends
taking any action in respect of this loan
and/or any other similar loans to banks; if
not, why not; if so, what action?
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The MINISTER OF FINANCE:

(1) 1 am informed that the Reserve Bank did
not make a toan of R1,3 hillion, but did
grant a loan to Bankorp of R1,5 billion in
September [991. The loan was made for a
period of five years, but the loan agree-
ment would terminate before the expiry of
this period when the accumulated yield on
the investment of the loan amouni reached
a figure of R1,125 billion.

I am informed that the assistance had its
origins in earlier assistance provided in
1985-86, when Bankorp first approached
the Reserve Bank for financial assistance
to enable it to cope with bad invesiments
and other nonperforming assets. These
were inherited upon its takeover of Trust
Bank in 1977 and Mercabank in 1984. A
low-interest loan of R200 million was
extended by the Reserve Bank, but the
amount was increased to R300 million in
1986. The repayment of this amount was
rescheduled in 1990 and the loan amount
was increased to R1 000 miilion. Based on
subsequent reports of the external auditors
on the bad debt situation, a new agreement
was concluded in 1991 in terms of which

the loan amount was increased futher to
R 500 million.

(2) T am informed that the wtal amount was
repaid on or about 23 October 1995, The
loan was repaid in cash; in other words
from the proceeds of the redemption and
the sale of government stock, as well as the
iquidation of a deposit, which served as
security for the loan.

Questions (2)(a) and (b) fall away.

(3} The Hoberman Commission is at present
conducting an cnquiry into the affairs of
Tollgate Holdings Limited, in which the
1ssue of the Bankor/Absa loan referred to
emerged. A decision regarding possible
action in the future will be taken only once

the commission has concluded its investi-
gation?

Mr K M ANDREW: Madam Speaker, aristng out
of the hon the Minister’s very full reply, for which
I thank him—and I accept the point that he needs
to wait until the Hoberman Comission has fin-
ished 1ts work—I would like to ask him whether
he would agree, given all the polemic, debate and
publicity around this issee over a prolonged

period, that it has severely harmed the credibility
of the SA Reserve Bank, and in fact the banking
system as a whole, within South Africa. Will he
therefore, unless the Hoberman Comission comes
out with a definitive finding in favour of the

procedurc that was followed. take the matter
further?

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Madam Speaker.
I think that it is certainly in the interests of the
financtal sector in South Africa, and in the
interests of securing the continuing confidence of
depositors with financial institutions, that we are
able to put this matter to rest finally. So clearly we
would look at the 1ssue. We have those interests at
heart, and we will give consideration to the matter
on the basis of new information before us.

Mr K M ANDREW: Madam Speakcer. further
ansing out of the hon the Minister's reply. may [
ask him whether he has any indication, at this
stage. when the Hoberman Commission antici-

pates completing its work and submitting a
report? |

The MINISTER: No, Madam Speaker. The sitting
of the Hoberman Commission is part of the
intrigue that has unravelled over the past period. [
have no anformation as to when it imtends
concluding the report, but I am told that Adv
Hoberman is very keen to conclude this and have
11 behind him.

Mr K M ANDREW: Madam Speaker, further
arising out of the hon the Minister's reply, for
which I thank him, one other matter is whether the
bank or banks concerned paid tax on the benefits

_.nnm?ﬁ_mmm_.n.,_,::c:rmmmw:_,.:.:_m_m_,m_::1:::
from the SA Reserve Bank. _

The MINISTER: Madam Speaker, there are two
parts to the question. In terms of the Income Tax
Act all taxation information is confidential be-
tween the Receiver of Revenue and the taxpayer.
Firstly, I do not have the information at my
disposal—I think it is a separate question—and,
secondly, if indeed the hon Andrew wishes to put
that question, I would ask that he consider that
provision 1n the Income Tax Act.

Mr K M ANDREW: Madam Speaker, further
arising out of the hon the Minister’s reply, may 1
ask him whether he would take the initiative—]
do not want him to contravene the Income Tax
Act—of drawing the attention of the SA Revenue
Service to the fact that tax may have been payable
as a result of this information which was not
inttially public information. If he would take that
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‘Smoker
don t Ced

3104

warmn g

By McKeed Kotlolo

A RECENT survey con-
ducted by Techmkon

Pretoria students revealed

that the wamings on ciga-
rette packets, highlighting
the dangers of smoking,
have very little or no
effect at all on smokers.

The survey. led by
Johan de Jager, was con-
ducted on about 400 peo-
ple in the Pretoria and
Mamelodi areas and
involved both smokers
(46 percent) and non-
smokers {54 percent).

The research project
found that even if 99 per-
cent of the total number
of those interviewed were
aware of the warnings, it
had no effect on the
smoking habits of about
70 percent of the people.

About 50 percent of
the non-smokers felt that
very little would be
achieved by the national
anti-smoking campaign.

Eighty percent of
stnokers strongly believed
that the anti-smoking
campaign was justified.

Almost 70 percent of
the smokers said they had
tried to quit for economic
and health reasons but had
failed.

The average monthly
spending on tobacco
products ranged between
R100 and R300 an indi-
vidual smoker.

Sixty three percent of
the smokers said they
‘were average, 15 percent
were chain smokers and
22 percent social smok-
ers.

Forty three percent of
the respondents said to
them smoking was just a
habit, 37 percent smoked
for pleasure, 16 percent
for stress. A total of 96
percent preferred to
smoke cigarettes, 2 per-
cent preferred a pipe and
the remaining two per-
cent smoked cigars.,

Of the non-smokers
interviewed, 35 percent had
smoked previously, while
the rest never smoked
before. Of those inter-
viewed 70 percent thought
smoking in public should
be regulated, while 21 per-
cent said no and the remain-
ing 9 percent were uncer-
tain.
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PAPER/PULP ‘Consider alternative sources’

has hig
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STUART RUTHERFORD

Durban — Pulp and paper com-
panies need to recognise the po-
tential of alternative fibre
crops like hemp, commonly
known as dagga, which are
readily produced by small
‘fagmers. in many districts,
Kader Asmal, the minister of
water affairs and forestry said
yesterday,

Speaking at the eighth inter-
national conference of the
Technical Association for the
Pulp and Paper Industry of
Southern Africa, Asmal said
high-fibre dagga crops with low
resin contents, that were of no
use to the narcotics trade, could
produce yields of fihre equiva-
lent to wood.

“Dagga is drought-resistant,
Pest-resistant and grows in a
‘wide range of conditions and
terrains,” he said.

“T know that your techno-
logy is not geared to pulping
such crops, but non-wood pulp-
ing plants require relatively lit-
tle capital, and you could install
non-wood pulping lines along-
side your big pulping plants.”

He s31d that would increase
pulp volumes and accelerate
local economie development by
procuring non-wood fibres
from local producers.

Spelling out challenges to
the delegates, Asmal said the
industry needed to publish in-
formation on environmentsl
performance regularly, to in-
crease the rate of recycling of
Paper and improve training.

“Unlike many other indus-
tries, you do not have an indus-
fry training board, you do not
have an industry forum where
you can meet with labour on
training issues, and your work-
er training is not, for the most
part, certified or portable.”

Lastly, he called for a much
greater, purposeful co-opera-
tion and flow of information
within the industry to improve
understanding and identify
areas of common interest.

“I am not suggesting the
type of collaboration that
might provoke the further ire of
the Competition Board, but
rather that which would serve
the industry, and the people of
South Africa best,” Asmal said.
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Tough-talking Zum
threatens to ban
all cigarette a

sat)

dverts
Ao 13 1046

Minister says police are investigating charges against

four tobacco companies for flouting advertising regulations

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Cape Town

! ealth Minister Dr Nko-
sazana Zuma  has
threatened to slap a ban

on all cigarette advertising and
said police were investigating
charges against four tobacco com-
panies that consistently flouted
strict advertisir tions.

Zuma fold the Senate yester-

day that the Rembrandt Group,

United Tobacco Company, R]

Reynolds and Imperial Tobacco

were “evading regulations” and
- were the subject of police investi-
- gations. |

The total annual adspend on
cigarette and fobacco products is
R150-million, according to the ex-
ecutive director of the National
Council Against Smoking, Yussuf
Saloojee.

In December 1994 Zuma, who
has earned a reputation for a strict
anti-smoking stance, lished
regulations in terms of the Tobac-
co Products Control Act of 1993.

These prohibit the sale of ciga-
rettes to cgll.odrm under the age of
16 and compel companies to dis-
play one of eight health warnings
on packs of cigarettes, They also
call for the health warning on bill-
boards to cover 10% of the surface
area, for an additional 2% to be
covered by the tar and nicotine
content notice, and for the script
of the health warning to cover be-
tween 60 and 70% of the surface
area set aside for the waming as a

whole.

Zuma, who was replying to a
question from the Democratic

Party’s Senator William Mnisi,
listed the “evasions” as “import-
ing cige:’br:;:tes that do not have the
prescri warnings”, “postin

the billboards with E.?auﬁngs ﬂlﬂgt
are not visible at night or do not
show the nicotine and tar content
as per the regulations”, and “ad-
vertising in newspapers and mag-

‘azines with adverts that do not

show warnings of the correct size

and do not have the tar and nico-

tine content”.
Zuma said the

Department of

- Health had “submitted

laid by individuals to the South
African Police Service” and that
the matter was receiving attention
from the police. , -

She went on: “If they continue
to violate the regulations, we may
ban advertising.” ,

Saloojee said he was visited by
the police last week in connection
with the charges. He alleged that
tobacco companies were routinely
flouting the regulations. They did
this by clever lighting and by hid-
ing the warnings within the ad-
vertisements so that they did not
comply with the regulations.

One particular billboard on
the roadside from Johannesburg
international airport to the city
centre was in clear contravention.
This had been pointed out a year
ago but the billboard remained
unchanged, |

Saloojee welcomed the minis-
ter’s threat to ban adverﬁsini
Such a ban would be in line wi
recommendations by the World
Health Organisation, which has
ruled that the commercial free-
dom of expression enjoyed by

companies was not superior to
the right of children not to have to
face commercial pressure to take
up the smoking habit,

- The Tobacco Products Control
Act does not stipulate exact penal-
ties for contraventions but says of-
fenders are liable to a fine and/or
a prison sentence. ' ' ,

- Tobacco companies reacted
with surprise to Zuma's threat,
iming they adhered o the letter
of the law; reports Stuart Kelly.
“We are extremely surprised
by the statement as‘'we are com-
plying with regulations to the
letter as far as we are"aware,”
said United Tobacco” Company
spokesmian Piet Botha, ™. ~

" “We can’t cominent further on

such a vague and sweeE?g state-

ment until our lawyers have had a

look, but we will do so once the .
minister spectfically points out |
where we are supposed to have |,

erred,” he added.

Martin Griffiths, marketing.
and sales manager for American- |
bgsed company RJ Reynolds,

said: “The

regulations have been

in place for some time and we are |

all aware of them. The minister
must point {o specific examples of
where we have supposediy
breached the law. We are not in

~the business of trying to get

around those regulations.”
Rembrandt communications
officer Hans Knoetze said the
company was unable to nd
last night but would do so once it
had scrutinised the statement
today. p
Imperial Tobacco could not be
reached for comment. .

:




L

WH

-

RE THERE'S SMOKE THERE'S IRE

Lot
et e L

TSR
ANGERED BY the e liting of cgarett ad fobaGes aiirtising fegllar ... Zuma said the Departmaziot lelth ad | £
tions by tobacco companies, Dr Nkésazana Zuma saldy'esterday thatifthe” ' *gﬁﬁiﬁmﬁgi@“%@%h@ 1
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advertising of tobacco products. s st 1% e Ty A g ﬁ%e; /* we may ban advestising "she sald,. 3 I . -
o0 4 B A A e w2 R R T 2w - Galgojee aleged that tobacco companies

EALTH MINISTER Dr Nkosazana  arettes and tobacco products is R150 million, ~ were routinely flouting the regulatiohis. They
Zuma threatened yesterday toslapa  according to the executive director of the National ~ did this by clever lighting and by hiding the
a ban on all cigarette advertising ~ Council Against Smoking, Mr Yussuf Saloojee. ~  * warnings within the advertisements it a way
and said police were investigating ... . Regulations under the Tobacco Products . _that they did not comply with the regulations,
.charges against four tobacco com- - Control Act of 1993 prohibit the sale of ciga- = Saloojeesaida ban on advertising woilld be in
panies that continually flouted strict advertising ~ rettesto people under 16 and compel companies  linewith reco endations by the World Health
ations. © ... . .. - i . todisplay one of eight heaith warnings on packs  Organisation, which has ruled that thé fommer-
7uma told the Senate that the Rembrandt - of cigarettes. =~ - T cial freedom of expression of comparijes {s not
Group, the United Tobacco Company, R} =~ They also call for the health warmning on bill-  superior to the right of children not tohave to
Reynolds and Imperial Tobacco were “evading  boards to cover 10% of the surface area, foran  face pressure to take up the smoking habit. .7,
regulations” and were being investigated. ., . additional two percent to be covered by the tar Tobacco companies reacted with surprise o
The amount spent annuatly on advertising cig- - - and nicotine content notice and for the scriptof ~ Zuma’s threat, claiming they adhered to the let-
o c Ll s v er thehealth warning to cover between ferofthelaw. "~ - =1L
60% and 70% of the surface areaset . “We are complying with regulations to the

- AT

aside for the warning as a whole. letter as far as we are aware,” said United Tobac-
- Zuma listed the “evasions”as: ~ co Comparny spokesman Mr Piet Botha & = -
@ Importing cigarettes that do Mr Martin Griffiths, marketing and sales man-

not have the prescribed wamings. ager for American-based company RJ Reynolds,
® Posting the billboards with  said: “The minister must point to specific examples
warnings that are not visible at night  of where we have supposedly breached the law. |

or do not show the nicotine and tar ~ Weare not trying to get around those regulations.”
-content as required. | Rembrandt communications officer Mr Hans

* @ Placing newspaper and maga-  Knioetze said the company would respond today
zine adverts that do not show wamn-  after it had scrutinised the statement. .
ings of the correct size and do not Imperial Tobacco could not be reached for }

show the tar and nicotine content. comment. — Political Staff
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Iobacco firms iwarn
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Tobacco companies which

continue to defy regulations on |

advertising could facean
advertising ban, Health Minister
Nkosazana Zuma has warned.-

She disclosed in the Senate that
police were investigating alleged vio-
lations by four companies - Rem-

brandt,  UTC, Imperial and
R J Reynolds. Rules on tobacco adver-
tising include health warnings of

specified size on packaging and adver-

‘tising. -

Dr Zuma said circimvention of the
rules inciuded the import of cigarettes
which did not carry health warnings.

Other complaints against included
health warnings on billboards not
being visible at night, and failure to
include warnings in print advertising.

Tobacto companies reacted with
surprise to Dr Zuma’s threat, saying
they adhered to the letter of the law.

“We are extremely surprised by
the statement as we are complying
with regulations to the letter as far as
we are aware,” said United Tobacco

Washington - For the first time,
US scientists have shown a direct
link between smoking and lung
cancer on the cellular level,
adding to mounds of statistical
evidence and animal studies done
over the past 30 years.
Anti-smoking activists immediate-
ly hailed the study as a milestone
which showed precisely how ciga-
rettes caused lung cancer, The Tobac-
co Institute, the industry’s main
lobby, said it would have no comment
until scientific experts reviewed it.
The study, which will appear today
in the prestigious journal Science,

“£igarette smoke that directly trans-

AR

Scientists find definitive
cigarette-lung cancer link

d ban

Company spokesman Piet Botha. “We
can’'t comment further on such a
vague and sweeping statement until
our lawyers have had a look but we
will do so0 once the minister specifical-
ly points out where we are supposed to
have erred,” he said. -

B South Africa has become a dump-
ing ground for illegal gambling
machines rigged to favour their own-
ers and be less than generous to pun-
ters. Dr Zuma disclosed this in
answering a question on bhehalf of
Minister of Trade and Industry Alec
Erwin,

It was estimated there were about
40 000 illegal gambling machines in
the country but there could be as
many as 100 000.

In a case in Mpumalanga, gam-
bling machines had been set so the
percentage paid out was drasticafl
reduced. '

Dr Zuma said the only legal
grounds by which a permit could be
obtained for importing the machines
was if they were said to be bound for a
legal establishment, or if they were
being imported for demonstration

purposes.

G (8//

formed human lung tissue. Cancer
researchers call those damaged sites
or mutations the “hot spots”. |

“Our study thus provides a direct
link between a defined cigarette
smoke carcinogen and human cancer
mutations,” the scientists wrote.

One of the researchers, molecular
biologist Gerd Pfeifer, said he daubted
the finding would end all public and
political debate about tobacco, but
“the more evidence you have, the
bettér it is”.

Critics of the smoking industry
were buoyed. They believe the finding -
will be pivotal in many of the lawsuits
pending against tobacco companies. -
Reuter /\

/lﬁentiﬁed a substance in the “tar” of



By CAS St LEGER

{THE giant Rembrandt '
empire has Jannched an
uniprecedented attack on ° | PRI

the- . Health Minijster,  Dr.. i S

wasazgun Zuma, after she'|
accusestobaceo cumpﬂni@‘e;j o
of floyting the law.” ° "¢" 3§

In an addregs to* the - B
Sevate this week, Zuma
threatened to han ap
cigarette advertising if the
Country’s largest tobacco
companies refused to toe
the line on advertising and
continved to import cig-
arette packets that did not
have the preseribed health
‘warnings.

Johann Rupert, Rem. Durban netted a millipn
brandt’s chairman, returns cigarettes in packs without
fire in an irreverent open warnings. R
letter to Zuma in a full-page Zuma’s current threat of
advertisement in today’s a tobacco ad ban comes in
Sunday Times, _ the wake of reports in July

At stake is gn industry  this year — denied at the
worth an estimated R6,56- time by the Health Depart-
billion a year to South ment — that draconian
Afriea, on which 200 049 draft reguiations based op
people depend for thejr World Health Organisation
livelihoods and  which guidelines were being eir-
spends about RI50-mjllign culated. Among their pro-
2 year on advertising. posals were a total ban en

Today's outspoken “I. advertising, hiking the mip.
told-youn-so” response by imum age of those allewed
Ropert is the first reg] to buy cigarettes and ban-
salvo from the industry in a ning the use of cigarette
tobacco war laynched by brand names ot publie cul-
Zuma the day she took tural or sporting events,
office. Zuma told the Senate on

He writes that he found Thursday that the Health
her accusation of breaking Department was taking
the law to bhe “totally action against defaulting
unacceptable and irrespon- €ompanies,
sible” and suggests she hag She said police were
been misled by advisers, investigating charges syb-

Rupert says the industry  mitted by “individuals”
had warned Zuma cigarette against the Rembrandt
smuggling was qut of Group, United Tobacco
control. Company,R J Reynolds and

“Now that you have come Imperial Tobacco for con-

to the same conclusion, yon sistently flouting  strict
apparently acogge us of advertlsing reguiations,
broaking tho low, ond uge Thelr “avagions” inolud.

the privilege of the Senate ed importing cigarettey
to do so!” writes Rupert. without health warnings,

“What can we expectina posting billboards with
country where law and warnings of the dangers of
order is in danger of total smoking that were invisible
collapse — and where the at night or minug the com-
smugglers are probably car pulsory listing of nicotine
hijackers and murderers? and tar content; and news-
He says that a criminal can  paper and magazine gd-
earn R4 000 from a carlgag verts where the warnings
or Ri-millfon from g were of the incorrect size
container of Smuggled and did not carry nicotine
cigarettes. and tar contents,

The annual loss to the Zuma, who epened a clig-
exchequer from cigarettes icin Cape Town before ily-
smuggled into South Afriea ing te Durban yesterday,
is estimated at R20-billiona was net available for
year. Customs and excise comment. Her spokesman,
raids in September on Vinceni “Hlongwane, - said
street vendors in Johannes- Rupert’s letter wouylgd be
burg, Cape Town and attended to tomorrow:.
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THE Rembrant Group has hit back at Health Minister Dr
Nkosazana Zuma who last week threatened to ban tobac-
co advertising because cigarette companies were not
complying with the Jaws on health warnings.

Rembrant chairman Johann Rupert said it was a
“totally unacceptable and irresponsible sitmation” when
taxpaying companies were accused of breaking the law.

In a full page advertisement in the Sunday Times,
Rupert told Zuma she had been misled by her advisers.

Entitled, “an open letter to Dr Zuma,” the advertise-
ment replies to the health- minister’s allegations in the

Sanate this week when she said tobacco companies were

Lose revenues i
' He s4id he had also warned that the Goverfiment would
~ lose revenue because of the smuggling. SR,

s

hé&alth warnings on cigarettes.

L ] &+

ignoring the laws requiring
~ Rupert blamed “cheap smuggled cigarettes” for the
lack of hiealth warnings on some brands and said his com-
pany had warned Zuma about this. IR

“Now that you have come to the same nann_ﬁmEP %ﬂ:
apparently accuse us of breaking the law and you use the.
. ﬁiﬁ_m mm _n.m.m ﬁ_nm mmﬁmﬁm to'do mﬂ._: W:@mﬂﬁmm_ﬁ,ﬂ, AP R

_ charged and underpay

TS added.”" .

" which dutifully paid its taxes and went out of its w
ge of the Senate (o d ert said <& comply. with the Jetierand" the spifiv.of tic law had
" Rupert said cigarette smuggling into Soutt Affica wes R

oy
. P I

~ out.of control because of high excise duties being

ment of customs officials.

. “What can we expect in 4 country where law and

- ordef is in danger of collapse — and where the smugglers
L - are probably hijackers and ‘murderers? A criminal can

7 earn'over R4 000-from 2 carload and nearly one million
“rand | .

from a confainer of mﬁnmmwmu.._nwmﬁm:mmw Rupert

b

was “sad and ironic” that a company
its taxes and went out of its way to

Rl

[
e hiacrl )
" L

being accused of breaking it. — Sapa.
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Cigarette baron angry over threat to ban advertlslng and the
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consequences: anti-tobacco Iobby rallles to mlnlst MT.”
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ealth Minister Nkosazana
Zuma will meet members
of her ministry and other
- stakeholders today to hammer
ott a to the blistering at-
tack on her by Rembrandt Group
chairman Johann Rupert yester-

day, following her threat to ban
tobacco advertisements.

Zuma’s spokesman Vincent
Hiongwane said the meeting in
Cape Tv::i'c-v.rtr[}l would deal with t};
attack e giant group, one
four w?uych Zuma has acl:':used of
flouting tobacco laws. .

. While Zuma found herself in
the firing line, the National Com-
mittee Against Smoking yester-
day came outin mpport of
the minister' "sihreat:

The committee’s b U
Professor Harry Sefte}

'Zﬁ'ﬁity of the Wthi‘étgi'ﬂnd, sai
garette advertising should be

“'Ih1s latest mntroversy is nnly'
a minor point. It seems to me that
these companies will fight tooth
and nail against Minister Zuma

‘If these companies are wnlat-
ing the law, then the facts can be
casily established. What really
matters is that smoking has be- *
come a plague which is kﬂhng be-
tween two and three million peo-
ple (worldwide) every vyear.
Advertising must be banned out-
right,” he said.

Rupert's letter, pubhshed in at

full-page ad in a Sunday newspa--
per, marks the most serious attack
yet on Zuma by the industry

Zumaon Tﬁumday threatened

to ban all cigarette advertising

and said police were investigating
charges against four tobacco com-

‘panies that mnsmtenﬂy flouted

strict regulatigns,
+1. She told -

Rembrandt
ulds and

penalucéb a%m ._-;A

In hls fetter; Rupert said: "It is
tronic and a sad fact of our society
that a company which dutifully
pays its taxes, and goes out of its
way to comply with the letter and
spirit of the law, is now being ac-

™ -ﬁi, " 1?, "

. '.‘ a 3
tobat:cn produr:lﬁ is R150-million, | ¢

eﬁenate that the..f: |
up; mtEdTObaﬂ" o 1

J}m Company, R] Reyn

according to National Council
@Agamst Smoking director Yussuf
“Galgojee
Zuma said the evasions by the
tobacco companies were “import-
ing cigarettes that do not have the
prescribed warnings”, “posting
the billboards with warnings that
are-riot visible at night or do not
- show the nicotine and tar content

 as per the regulations”, and “ad-

vertising in newspapers and mag-
azines Wlﬂ'l adverts that do not
show w of the correct size
and dunuthave&letarandnim-

tine mntent’ !

excise duty {WQHIQLIEEUI
cteased cigarette -
MWhat M in-a|
country wherelaw and orderisin | §
danger of collapse? X'eriminal can | §
earn over R4 000 from one car hi- | $
jacking, (but) nearly R1-million
from a container of smuggled cig-
arettes,” he said.




/uma’s CSkae;Si

OWN CORRESPONDENT

| JOHANNESBURG: Heaith Minister
Dr Nkosazana Zuma will hold a
top-level meeting today to formu-
late a response to the blistering
attack on her by Rembrandt Group
chairman Mr Johann Rupert yes-
terday following her threat to ban
tobacco advertisements.

Rupert’s letter, published in a
full-page advertisement int a Sun-
day newspaper, marks the most
serious attack by theindustry yet
since Zuma declared war on Smok-

The National Committee
against Smoking'’s chairperson,
Professor Harry Seftel of the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand, sup-
ported Zuma's call, saying that all
cigarette advertising should be

i "..r

banned regardiess. |

“What really matters is that
smoking has become a plague
which is killing between two and
three million people every year,”
he said.

- Seftel added that the laws.were-

far from sufficient and need to be
brought into line with the far more
stringent regulations of Europe
where advertising was totally out-
lawed, even to the extent of remov-
ing billboards that find their way
onto television screens.

The total annual adspend on
cigarette and tobacco products is
R150-million, according to the
executive director of the National
Council Against Smoking, Mr Yus-
suf Saloojee.

Zuma on Thursday threatened
to slap a ban on all cigarette adver-

tising and said police were investi-
gating charges against four tobacco
companies — the Rembrandt
Group, United Tobacco Company,
RJ Reynolds and Imperial Tobacco

— that consistently flouted strict

advertising regulations.

In his letter, Rupert said that on

numerous occasions the industry
had warned Zuma and her col-
league that substantial increases in
excise duty will result in increased
cigarette smuggling.

This means there would be
cigarettes on the market without
health warnings and that the gov-
ernment would iose tax revenue.

"What can we expect in a coun-
try where law and order is in dan-
ger of collapse —and where the
smugglers are prntﬁg’ car hijack-
ers and murderers?” he asked.

TO REPLY: Dr Nkosazana Zuma
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Health Minister Dr Nkosa-
zana Zuma yesterday hit
back at Rembrandt boss
Johann Rupert, citing the
World Health Organisa-
tion’s recommendations
to back up her war against
the tobacco industry.
Zuma is also set to call
a meeting of health
industry stakeholders to
discuss her proposed ban-
ning of tobacco adverts.
Zuma said a study by
the Harvard Universi
School of Public Heal
found that within 25 years
cigarette smoking would
be the largest cause of death
and disability in the world.
She said the WHO
had recommended a ban
on tgbaccu advertising

lation of smulqng in phiblic
places, reducing the access
of youths to tobacco and
regular increases in tobac-
co taxes.

On Thursday Zuma
threatened to slap a ban
on all cigarette advertising
and said police were in-
vestigating charges against
four tobacco companies
that “consistently flouted
advertising regulations”,

In response, Rupert

. published a full-page let-

taer in the Sunday press -

ying, among other
ﬂmigs that cigarette pack-
ets without health warn- 7
ings had been smuggled
info SA by criminals.




boss Mr Johann Rupert
citing World Health Organisa-
ton fecommendations to pack up her war
against the tobacco industry.

Zuma, who was Savaged by Rupert in
fl€Wspaper advertisements gt the weekend,
drew on a five-year study by the Harvard

University School of Public Heaith.
. The study had found that within 25
years cigarette Smoking would be the
largest cause of death and disability in the
world, | N e
) Sheaid the WHO hag recommended a
ban, obacco advertising and promo-
ﬁﬂlﬁ? ﬁy&ﬂaﬁm of smoking in public

taxes,

sages.

“Making cigarettes less
children and banning advertising are
important elements
reduce smoking substantially among South
African children,” she said.

Last Thursday Zuma threatengd $o-ban
all cigarette advertising and s
were investigating Charges ag
tobacco companies that flouted advertising

regulations,

cT Z’ljlo ab™

» Iéducing the accdss of youths to
tobacco and regular increases in tobacco

She said tobacco advertising glamorised
Smoking and undermined health mes.-

affordablé to

of the Strategy to

d{police

t four

'\
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Zuma set to act
on tobacco ads

bgn averted,

Dlspens z%%
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Health minister Nkosazana Zuma
is set to call a meeting of health
industry representatives to discuss
her proposed ban on tobacco
advertising.
=g Dr Zuma said that a five-year study
at the Harvard University School of
4 Public Health had suggested that ciga-
rette smoking would be the 1argest
cause of death and disability in the
world within 25 years.

She said the World Health Organi-
sation had recommended a ban on
tobacco advertising — which last week
| she threatened to enforce in South

Africd - limits on smoking in public
places and regular increases in taxes.

'Dr Zuma has meanwhile done an
abﬂqt -turn on the issue of doctors dis-
pensing medicines, withdrawing pro-

Ae——

- posed regulations that would have
stopped them doing so.

The Medical Association of South
Africa (Masa) has welcomed the deci-
sion, saying the controversial regula-
tions would have caused severe hard-

ship for many patients, and contra-
dicted the objective of broadening
access to health care,

The Department of Health received
more than 300 submissions on the pro-
posed regulations.

Dr Zuma said the principles on
which the regulations were based
stood, and that her department would
publish revised regulations soon.

Masa chairman Ivan McCusker
said the association applauded Dr
7uma’s decision and would throw its
full weight behind all initiatives to
pmvlde cnmprehenswe quality health
services in South Africa.
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second month in each calendaryear " |3

Investigation launched
to blitz ghost worke

Farouk Chothia

MEC Ben Ngubane announced yesterday.
The decision was taken at a meeting attended by

'Ngllhane, Nxumalo, treasury secretary Sipho Tsha-

balaia, auditor-general Chris Foster and members of

. the legislature’s public accounts committee, in re-
.| sponseto widespread concern over “ohost” payments.

" Ngubare said Nxumalo and Foster had been re-
quested to employ a consortium of auditors to con-
duct the first phase of investigations. It would have
to complete its work by the end of next month.

ANC MP Mike Sutcliffe said the consultants
would identify problems in the personnel salary sys-

d include names of public servants

'app éaring more than once and people of retirement

age listed for payment,
The consultants would report on a weekly basis to

e | " '___'qumaln and committee members, Suteliffe said.

. "
" __.' '

Ngubane said

ments. He said both the executive and legislature

‘were committed to finding solutions.
- Foster said at the weekend that public servants

who had resigned were still drawing salaries. Sut-

gliffe said there were reports of teachers who drew
- galaries but were never at school.

A second phase of investigations would identify
culprits and legal steps would be taken against them.

[N “-.h‘ . — I
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the problem had arisen as & result -
- of the amafgalﬂﬂtién:and rationalisation of depart-

7Zuma vows to
intensify fight

o, |

Nkosazana Zuma vowed
yesterday to intensify
her anti-smoking cam-
paign in the wake of a
scorching attack by
Rembrandt Group chair-
man Johann Rupert.
She would do every-
thing in her power and
within the confines of the
constitution to ensure
that ever fewer children
smoked in SA. Making
cigarettes less affordable

and banning advertising &
were important ele- [&
ments of her plan to do |,

this, she said.

The World Health Or- [

ganisation had recom-
mended b
advertising and promo-
tions, but she stopped

short at announcing any
that recom- |;

plans to put
mendation into effect
Rupert’s attack came

after Zuma said police
investigating ;

were
charges against four to-

bacco companies flouting fi;
ASINg reg tiﬂnﬂ-

B
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he National Council

Against Smoking has writ-

ten its own open letter to
tobacco magnate Johann Rupert,
contesting ﬁ_w claims nrmﬁ_ummﬂ”m
Rembrandt Group has stuck by
the law on health regulations and
that higher excise taxes have
opened the way to greater ciga-
rette smuggling,

In the letter, to be published to-
morrow, the council says that,
contrary to Rupert's claims, recent
increases in tobacco excise taxes
have resulted in higher govern-
ment revenues, and reduced
smoking,.

" In the first nine months of
1995, compared with the same pe-
riod in 1994, government cigaretie
revenues increased by 32,5%

while cigarette consumption

dropped by 2,2%.

~ Cigarette smuggling had in-

creased in South Africa, along
with smuggling of other items
such as TVs, hi-fi sets, drugs, tyres
and other products, says the letter,
signed by executive director Dr
Yussuf Saloojee and chairman Dr

Seftel.

e tobacco excise tax rate was
already among the lowest in the
world. Lowering it would notend
mEﬂ%_Fm as smugglers would

itch to other goods. |

1t would, however, result in a
loss of government revenue and a
rise in tobacco industry sales and
profits. |

“The main beneficiary willbe

the tobacco industry, and ‘the
main loser, public health,” the let-
ter says. |

" The long-term solution {0

2i0[9
smuggling would be to reduce the
public demand, and increasing

the price and banning tobacco ad-

vertising were two of the best
ways of mﬁmﬁdbm.nr__&g did not

start to smoke,
mand.
Regarding Rembrandt’s com-
pliance with the law, the council
said old cigarette stock without
health warnings, including Rem-
brandt Group brands, were still

us reducing de-

bein ...BE today.

was in direct contraven-

tion of an agreement with the de-

partment, acknowledged in writ-

ing by the Tebacco Institute of

South Africa, that this could be
done only until October 31 1995.

The minister detailed many

other examples of contraventions

of the regulations in the Senate,

- and the council could substantiate

mﬁmhmﬁwmﬁmmwm.
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Banning tobacco advertising
would be responsible govern-
ment policy, not some kind of

punishment or infringement of

uman rights, says Professor Ju-
dith Mackay, director of the Asian
Consultancy on Tobacco Control.
Mackay, who was recently in
South Africa and drew parallels
between Afri-
can and Asian

Ad ban _wm responsible

Call to step
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Zuma has threatened to ban to-
bacco advertising, saying tobacco
companies are flouting the law re-
garding health warnings:

Rupert denied the claim, say-
ing the Government had failed to
crack down on cigarette smug-
gling. .

Mackay said the Government
should not have an either/ or ap-
proach to banning tobacco adver-

tisements.

Smuggling ac-

experiences in tivities meant to-
tobacco  con- bacco companies
trols, said that -‘ Eﬂ‘m nmaﬂnﬁqmawa im-
aond  the  J§ tO protect port taxes and re-
world, the to- strictions on sales
bacco mndustry | health outlets for legally
used the argu- imported  ciga-
ment of an increase in smuggling  rettes, shesaid.

to dissuade governments from Companies sold their legal ag-

raising taxes.

“In response to the fracas be-
tween Rembrandt chief Johann
Rupert and Health Minister
Nkosazana Zuma, Mackay said
cigarette smuggling posed a con-
siderable threat to government
m:mn”wwm at tobacco controls, but
that the answer was to enforce,
not back off, measures to protect
health.

arettes at the normal price, but the
Government lost revenue and
more children smoked because
there were cheaper, more afford-
able cigarettes on the market.

The Hong Kong governument
had employed a 40-person cus-
toms and excise squad specifically

to deal with cigarette smuggling

and this activity had been consid-
erably reduced, she added.
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Banning tobacco adver-
tising is responsible gov-
ernment policy, not

punishment or infringe-

ment of human rights,
says Judith Mackay,
director of the Asian
Consultancy on Tobacco
Control.
Professor Mackay

said that around the
world the tobacco indus-

" try used the argument of

an increase in smug-
gling to dissuade
governments from rais-
ing taxes.

In response to the fra-
cas between Rembrandt
chief Johan Rupert and
Health Minister Nkosa-
zana Zuma, Professor
Mackay said cigarette
smuggling posed a con-
siderable threat to gov-
ernment attempts at
tobacco controls.

But Hong Kong had
employed a 40-person
customs and excise
squad speciaily to deal
with cigarette smug-

- gling and this had con-

siderably reduced it.
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THE National Council Against Smoking

has entered the “open letter” tobacco war,

contesting Rembrandt Group chairman An-

ton Rupert’s claims that his company has
not broken the law.

. In an open letter, to be published tomor-

row in various newspapers, council chair-

_ man Harry Seftel and executive director

Yussuf Saloojee said they could substanti-
g-.tte numerous cases where the health warn-

gregulations had been contravene d.
The council challenged Rupert’s state-

ments — made in his open letter to the

health minister earlier this week — on how
the increased excise tax had re sulted in gov-
ernmentlosing tax revenue and in greater
cigarettesmuggling.

Recent increases in tobacco excise duties

ing council challenges Rupert

BUSINESS DAY, Thursday, October 24 1996 5
)

had resulted in higher government rev-
enues and reduced smoking, it said. In the
first nine months of last year, compared to
the same period in 1994, goverfiment
cigarette tax revenues rose 32,5%, jwhile
cigarette consumption dropped 2,2%. ¥

“I owering tobacco taxes would, howev-
er, result in a loss of government revenue,
and a rise in tobacco industry sale§ and
profits. So the main beneficiary will be the
tobacco industry and the main loser fublic
health,” the council said. o

Cigarette smuggling had increa%ed in
SA as had smuggling of many other;proad-
ucts, and decreasing the excise tdx on
cigarettes would not end smuggling, itsaid.

The real long-term solution to tgbacco
smuggling was to reduce gublic demand for
it, and the best way of doing this Was to
ensure children did not start smokings

41
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7uma denies
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agreement
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H T%INISTE r Nkosazana Zuma had not reached

any agreement with Rembrandt Group chairman Mr
Johann Rupert following Sunday’s open letter in which the
tobacco magnate attacked the government on its anti-
smoking and policing policies, health spokesman Mr Vin-
cent Hiongwane said last night. C
He was commenting on an unsigned statement on a
Rembrandt Group letterhead faxed to Sapa which read: “A
joint agreement has been reached between government
and the Rembrandt Group not to continue in public the
debate on the issues ratsed by Johann Rupert.” g
Hlongwane said: “From our side there is no agreement.
The minister has not met anyone from the tobacco industry.
“We dissociate ourselves fully from that statement.”
Hlongwane, who eatlier confirmed a meeting between
Zuma and Rupert, said yesterday the meeting had not
taken place. | o
Rupert had asked for the talks to be rescheduled because
of a previous engagement and the two would probably
meet today instead. . .
The meeting has been prompted by Rupert’s attack on

Zuma in a full-page advertisement in the Sunday press in .
response to the minister tetling Parliament tobacco compa-
‘nies were flouting the law on health wamnings. = - et

7uma also threatened to slap a ban on all cigarett“é
advertising if tobacco companies failed to adhere to health
warning regulations.. = . e oo b,

~ Hiongwane said that Zuma, instead of reacting to.the |
s attack, had merely recommitted her ministry to it anti-
- smoking campaign and promoting of healthy lifestyles. -—

Sapa

e —r

M
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Battte-scarred Zuma

has some strong support
in her Health Ministry’s
latest war, reporis
Stefaans Brimmer

EALTH Minister Nkosa-

Zzana Zuma may have a

reputation for tilting at

windmilis, but for once her

pponent — the fabutously

powerful tobacco lobby — may have

met its match. Zurna is backed by a

strong body of international opinion

and by signs that her anti-smoking
IMEeasures are paving off.

Zuma is still smarting from a
recent defeat by pharmaceutical
companies. who threatened court
action unless she dropped plans to
force the prescription of cheaper
generic medicines. Zuma withdrew
the “offending” parts of her draft leg-
islation, saying they would be
redrafted.

But last week she did it again.
starting a small war by provoking
tobacco magnate Johann Rupert to
an unprecedented attack

What Zuma did was tell the Senate
that cigarette companies were flout-
ing her Tobaceo Products Cantrol Act
regulations on cigarette health warn-
ings. Zuma named the offenders as
the Rembrandt Group, ofwhich
Rupert is chair, as well as United
Tobacco Company, RJ Reynolds and
Imperial Tobaceo — and said she was
considering a complete ban on
tobacco advertising. :

Zuma listed the violations as the
importation of cigarettes without the
prescribed health warning, advertis-
ing on billboards where the health
warnings were not visible at night or
inadequate, and ads in the print
- megdia where the warnings were too
small or did not show tar and nico-
tine content,

Zuma already had the tobacco
lobby complaining that their “free-
dom of speech”™ was being infringed
when she brought out her health
warning regulations in December
1994 —warnings which anti-tobacco
groups pointed out merely brought
South Africa in line with many devel-
oped countries. But this time, by
threatening to ban tobaceo advertis-
ing altogether, she made a frontal
assault on one of the most powerful
interest groups in the country,

The tobacco industry is reportedly
worth more than R6-billion to the
Seuth African economy and supports
about 200 000 South Africans. The
Naticnal Council Against Smoking
(NCAS) says R150-million is spent
anmnally on tobaceo advertising, The
South African Revenue Service esti-
mates governmernt coffers will be
swelled by about R1.16-billion by

dy nav
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Now you see it, now you don't: A billboard whose health-waming sign is not visible at night

excise duties on locally manufac-
tured tobaceo products alone in the
current financial year.,

The Rembrandt Group last year
ranked eighth on the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange (JSE) in terms of
market capitalisation, while its Swiss-
reglstered sibling Richemont ranked
fourth on the JSE (after Anglo Ameri-
can, De Beers and South African
Brewerles). Bath are controlled by the
Rupert/Hertzog dynasty, headed by
Rembrandt founder Anton Rupert —
ane of the select group of business-
men who serve on President Nelsen
Mandela's “Brenthurst” advisory
group. Richemont boasted a R28,7-
billion capitalisation last year (Rem-
brandt R18,3-billion) and a pre-tax
profit of R4.6-billion (Rembrandt
R1.4-hillion).

Stockbroking anatyst Carel Qost-
huyzen was quoted this week as say-
ing Rembrandt /Richemont tobacco
associate, the Rothmans Group. gen-
erated R35-billion 1n excise duties
worldwide. “This is roughly 25% of
this country’s Budget. If you were to
cut this Ggure out of certain coun-
lries’ budgets, it could add as much
as 1% to their deficit.”

So it was not surprising that
Rupert went on the counter-offensive
with a full-page open letter to Zuma
in the Sunday press. saylng: “It is
ironic and a sad fact of our society
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that a company which dutifully pays
its taxes, and goes out of its way to

comply with the letter and spirit of
the law, 15 now being accused by you
of breaking the law.”

Rupert said Zuma had been
warned often that cigarette smug-
gling would increase as a result of
increased excise duties. He went on
to say that in 1993, “in a law-abiding
country like Canada, smuggled ciga-
rettes increased to over 40% of the
total market. As in South Africa. this
was due to high levels of excise
duties. The Canadian government
lost tax revenues and, due to the
availability of cheaper smuggled
products, consumption did not
decrease.”

hody of evidence which appears

to contradict much of what
Rupent said — and which appears to
support Zuma's argument that the
best way to decrease smoking is to
discourage new smokers, especially
teenagers, by banning advertising
and further increasing excise taxes
on tobaceoe products.

About 22 Western countries have
complete or near-complete advertis-
ing bans, in line with a May 1990
World Health Organisation resolu-
tion. And South Alrica, in spite of
increases in excise and import duties

q_.ﬁ_.n is, however, a considerahle

in recent years, still levies lower taxes
than most. South Africa's 1995 ciga-
rette excise of 38% of retail value
compares unfavourably with, for
example, Zimbabwe's 50%. the
United Kingdom's 76%., Denmark’s
85% and Brazl's 74%,

And government statistics appear
to make nonsense of Rupert's argu-
ment that higher taxes will lead to
more smuggling to the extent that
state coffers will suffer and smoking
will increase.

In a retaliatory open letter written
this week to Rupert. the NCAS
pointed out that in the first nine
months of 1995, compared to the
same perlod in 1994, wholesale ciga-
rette sales dropped by 2.2%, while
cigarette tax revenues increased by
32.5% — from about R825-million to
about R1.09-billion, according to
Department of Finance figures.

The NCAS says in the letter: “Yes,
cigarette smuggling has increased in
South Alrica. as has smuggling of
televistons, hi-fi sets, drugs, tyres
and other products. Decreasing the
excise tax on cigarettes will not end
smuggling. The smugglers will simply
switch from tobacce to other goods.
Lowering tobacco taxes will, however,
result in a loss of government rev-
enue. and a rise in tobacco industry
sales and profits.”

The British Medical Journal in May
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agreed that cigarette smuggling into
Canada increased with increased
taxes. but said total consumption
{inchading of smuggled cigarettes)
decreased by 409 between 1982 to
1991 as taxes increased. When the
taxes were lowered again in February
1994 to curb smuggling, smoking
increased immediately and tobacco
tax revenues dropped.

Although Rupert said Rembrandt
had gone “out of its way to comply
with the letter and the spirit of the
[aw”, there s little doubt that the law
on health warnings in advertising is
often breached. The Mod & Guardian
this week photographed a Chester-
field {one of Rupert’s brands) bill-
board advertisement in Johannes-
burg where the warmning is not lit up
at night, while the "Chesterfield”
neon lettering is clearly visible,

The Department of Health supplied
the M&G with details of a number of
cases which have been reported to
police by individuals. These included
complaints about breaches of the law
on billboards, in print media and in
point-of-sale advertising material. A
Cape Town state prosecutor this
week said she had knowledge of a
number of cases where offenders had
paid admission of guilt fines before it
came to trial. She said offenders
could also still get off with wamings,
as the rules were “relatively new”,



el Wl - LE-
il ——

_—— .
—
e,
gL

U0l e ——

/

Smoke clears between'

Zuma and Rembrandt
wonswsuml % ) ARG 27i0[9h

STAFF REPQRTER

The air has cleared between Health
Minister Nkosazana Zuma and
Rembrandt Group chairman Johan
Rupert after their war of words over
inadequate health warnings on
cigarette packets and advertising.,

Dr Zuma earlier insinuated that the

Rembrandt Group had not adhered to the
law and had failed to carry adequate health
warnings.

In a scathing reply, Mr Rupert said
smuggling rackets were the major cause of
cigarette packs which appeared without
adequate warnings. He blamed this on
high excise duties. |

At a meeting between the two today, Dr
Zuma explained that her department’s pol-
icy was “to discourage children from
smoking”. In turn, Mr Rupert assured Dr
Zuma that his organisation “had at all
timmes tried to act within the letter and spir-
it of the law and would continue to do so”.
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Kathryn Strachan

A MAJOR US study re-
leased last week, which
shows for the first time
the direct link between
cigarette smoke and can-
cer, has fuelled the lgeal
“tobacco war”.

The case

rested largely on the evi-
' dence

that 90% of people

1n the US with lung can-

cer are smokersg.
~ While this ig
indication

a very
tobaceo

US findings fuel S

Causes cancer, the exact
chemical in the smoke
which causes cancer and
its precise process has
eluded scientigts.

And it was thig “miss-
ing link” the tobaceo in-
dustry had latched onto
1n its case for smoking,

The Californian study,
published in
Journal Scie
chemical ;

ce, found g
M cigarette
smoke damages 5 gene in
lung tissue which. nor-
mally prevents uncon.
trolled cell growth. The
study reports that hen.

zo(a)pyrene — found in

Cigarette smoke tar — ig
directly involved in trans-
forming normal lung cells
into cancer cells.

Researchers at the

to@co war’

leading US ¢

City of Hope, a leading
tancer research . and
treatment centre in Cali-
forma, found that the
gene damqge ‘caused by
benzeia)pyrene matches
exactly with severg] mu-
tational “hot spots” spe-
cific to lung cancer, indi- | &
cating the chemical sys- | #
ematically damages | &
lung tissue

The study came at an
opportune time for SA’s
anti-tobhaceo campaign,
whjchhaswastednnﬁme §:
In using it in jtg battle | &
against the industry,

The stock of US (g
clgarette manufacturers
Phillip Morris and
Nabisco fell 1gst Friday,
after news of the study
wasreleased.
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Cuts could kill

mums and bables

ST(em )23 10[ab

" By YVETTE VAN BREDA

MOTHERS and children wiil die
in greater numbers if the budget
for obstetrics services is cut fur-
ther, some of the Western Cape’s

top obstetricians and gynaecol-

-ogists have warned.

The cuts would severely jeopar-
dise safe motherhood in the Western
Cape in the name of equity else-
where, 17 doctors and professors at-
tached to Groote Schuur Hospital’s
obstetrics and gynaecology unit have

said in a letter to the Sunday

Tunes
They emphasise that they support

.the transition process.

However, they say the slashing of
a third off teaching hospitals’ bud-
gets and the closure of about 500 beds
will harm the Western Cape’s exem-
plary obstetrics services.

For 25 years, the province’s ma-
ternity services have been tiered.

Only high-risk pregnancies are re-
ferred to Groote Schiur, which
means it handles only 15 percent of
the annual 28 000 deliveries.

This system has proved efficient
and cost-effective and has ensured

safe motherhood.

“The obstetrics service in the
Peninsula is a prime example of a
community-based service that now
faces inappropriate rationalisa-
tion,” the doctors write.

The government’s macro-econom-
ic plan to redress past inequalities
dictates that 800 academic hospital
beds must close over the next five
years in the Western Cape.

These cuts are being applied pro
rata fo the obstetrics serviees — and
iIf this continues, the safety of preg-
nancy and childbirth in the province
will be compromised severely, the
doctors warn.

“An increased death rate seems
inevitable.” l',}l

The director-general of health
care in the Western Cape, Dr Faried
Abduliah, recently said that the
health plan would upgrade primary
and secondary levels of care and
downgrade tertiary levels.

Almost 40 primary centres had

been established in two years and
several secondary hospitals had been
developed, opening neariy 400 beds,
he said.

However, the doctors note that

for high-risk maternity pat:ents

Asked about a new secondary hos-
pital, G I Jooste, which opened last
month and was reportedly taking
over about 60 percent of Groote
Schuur’s emergency
doctors said the hospital did not have
a maternity service,

“These changes make a complete
mockery of primary health care-

- based medicine and will end in deny-

ing the population of Cape Town a
decent minimum standard of mid-
wifery care.

“We believe the matermt}r ser-
vices of the Western Cape are a mod-
el for the rest of the country, rather
than an over-funded relic of a dis-
credited regime.

“We also believe that although
certain aspects of women’s health
might be more appropriately man-
aged at second-tier hospitals, sensi-
tivity dictates that women (who al-
ready carry a disproportionate
burden of society’s ills) should not be
summarily dispossessed of a decent
minimum standard of care in the
name of equity-driven macro-eco-
nomic planning.”

patients, the
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About 150 000 addicted to the

drug in Gauteng, says doctor

Ak

By RoonEy Vicron

------------------------------------------------

outh Africa faces a

crisis if nothing is

done about the ram-
pant cocaine problem, says
Dr Sylvain de Miranda, dj-

rector of the South African |

National Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Depen-
dence in Johannesburg,
Rates of cocaine addic-
tion were reaching the Jev-
els experienced in Ameri-
ca, he told guests at the

annual meeting of Sanca *

Johannesburg this week.
There were probabiy
about 150 000 cocaine ad-
dicts in Gauteng alone,
and by next year it was ex-
pected there would pe
500 000 cocaine addicis in
the country as a whole,
“People are beginning:
to react. The angry parents
down in the Cape are not
Some sort of sinister plot —
they’re people who have
been watching the de-
struction of their commuy-

nities and of their chjl- |

dren,” he said.
Drugs were destabilis-

ing society, and were 2
major contributor to the
crime problem, De Miran-
da said,

Cocaine addicts could
never afford to pay the
handreds or thousands of
rands a day needed to syg-
tain their habits, and they
mevitably became in-
volved in crime.

The problem was
spread throughout society,
from unemployed teen-

2 i[q

agers mvolved in mug-
gmgs and housebreakings
to businessmen’ involved
in white-collar crime,

Drug dealers were ingi-
mately involvedsin car hi-
jackings and transporting
stolen vehicles otifside the
country to be exchanged
for drugs. -

And much of the
mindless aggression and
violence in the couniry
could be linked to crack
cocaine and other drugs,

Even the most peace-
able people became ex-
tremely ageressive under
the influence of erack.

While the problem was
continuing unchecked, the

Government was cutting

 its subsides to rehabilita.

tion agencies, De Miranda
said. |

The subsidy to Sanca
Johannesburg "had been
cut by 33% last year,

Many of its centres
were in the red and were
being forced to curtail their
services,

The Department of
Welfare had said it was
channelling the funds to
the rural areas, which was
ridiculous, De Miranda
said. Drugs were a feature
of urban life, not of the
rural areas.
~ “The problem is get-
fing worse and the addicts
are gefting younger,

“If nothing is done
about this mess, the coun-
iry is going to go one
way,” De Miranda
warned,
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Criticism of tobacco control project a smoke screen, sa

The Tobacco Institute’s criti-
cisms of a new project on the
economics of tobacco control are
a smoke screen, say the project
authors.

The project was conducted
by the University of Cape
TowrY's department of econom-
ics in collaboration with the

Medical Research Coundil’s

tobacco conirol research pro-
gramme,
Ira) Abedian, project leader

and UCT professor of econo-
mics, says the Tobacco Institute
is frying to protect its interests,

but that it is ridiculous to cast
doubt on the project reports
without engaging them at the
technical level.

3D =

The institn®® has describe
the reports as so seriously
flawed that they could not possi-
bly serve their intended purpose
of influencing government
policy on tobacco taxation and
advertising,

The institute, which repre-
sents the major tobacco compa-
nies as well as tobacco farmers,

ylZar

Trevor Manuel and Minister of
Health Dr Nkosazana Zuma,
that the reports are “unworthy
of consideration”.

But Abedian says the insti-
tute’s criticisms, for example, of
the estimates of cigarette con-
mﬁumﬁmnﬁ‘ are “sheer nonsense”.

~ The study group used a tight

researchers
12/}

 has” told Minister of Finance

methodological process as well
as public statistics, which it had
attached to the report.

He also challenged the insti-

~ tute’s analyst — Daniel Leach of

Wits University’s department of
business economics — to a public
discussion on competent eco-
nomic research. — Medical Cor-

respondent.
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HE battle between the

tobacco industry and

anti-smoking lobbyists is

heating up in SA, and
there is increasing evidence that
government is succeeding in its
bid to use taxes to curb cigarette
consumption.

However, there is also the pos-
gibility this might end up a hollow
victory, with more cigarettes
mﬂﬂmﬁmmn into the country and the
threat of substantial job losses.

- SA's official strategy is part of
an infernational trend towards
strengthening measures to dis-
coursge smoking. Heaith Minister
Nkosazana Zuma'’s stated prefer-
ence for a ban on all ﬂ%%mnmwg ad-
vertising, the introduction of
health wamings on cigarette
packaging and higher customs
and excise duties on tobacco pred-
ucts is a signal of solidarity with
other anti-smoking governmentg. -
.- Between 1994 and last year
government imposed stiff duty in-
creases on tigarettes — a mave
that resulted in the excise and
VAT on cigarettes sold in SA ris-
ing to 41% of the retail price in
April. Percentages in other devel-
oping countries inciude Zimbab-
we's 39,9%, Malawt’s 41,2% and
Malaysia’s 29,9%.

Meanwhile, customs and excise
figures show a 5,4% decline in
legitimate cigarette gales between
March 1994 and Feb last
year, a slump of 7,5% in the six
“months from April to September
compared with the same time the
previous year.

However, while government
and the anti-smoking lcbby may
congratulate themselves on the
apparent reduction in cigarette
Eﬁmnﬁnﬂﬂau, the tobacco industry
warns that this trend is only an
indication of an increase in illegal
mmports.

Tobaceo industry spokesmen
say the number of smokers as
mnnwmm by the All Media Products

urvey rose from 7,2-million in
1994 to about 8-million last year.
The figures also show that not on-
“ly the number of smokers, but also

eased to

COMMENT & ANALYSIS
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bacco excise duty in focus

Do increased duties on tobacco products achieve their aim of improving the heaith of
the nation, or will they have significant undesired economic effects? Samantha

the number of cigarettes con-
sumed a day increased.

They say the shortfall between
offictal consumption figures (al-
though these exclude a small con-
tribution from imports) must to
some extent be attributable to the
public’s substitution of “legiti-
mate” cigarettes with contraband.

The industry warns that Cana-
da’s attempts to curtail tobacco
nnumﬁumn.au through drastic in-
creases in the taxes levied by the
federal government — about 150%
in the five yeara to 1991 -—led to a
dramatic increase in smuggling
H_Eﬁmmwmmﬁ 1993. |

“After 1991 the total tax inci-
dence (federal, provincial and
sales taxes) on a pack of cigarettes
in Bome provinces approached
76%. An enormous black market
for cigarettes developed with
criminal gangs, including the
wgmmmnmum_ Asian .ﬂiu@m mﬂ% uﬁ%mﬂ

gangs, buying Canadian
cigareites in the US that had been
exported duty-free, and then
smuggling them back to Canada.

“Faced with increased lawless-
ness and national tax losses that
exceeded $2bn in 1993, the Cana-
dian government announced mas-
g1ve tax cuis on cigarettes in early
1994. What happened in Canada
is a model for any other jurisdic-
tion that increases taxes on
cigarettes to levels that the m_nw&n
perceives as unreasonable,” says
one industry source.

*Contraband ci ttes are at
this moment available in cities
like Cape Town and East London
at prices as low as 99¢ and even
60c¢ a pack, which is less than the
current excise duty alone.”

It is understandable the indus-
try would use the Canadian expe-

o e
"l§§.ﬂ.ﬂl ToTrrmpers e -
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Sharpe reports from Cape Town

rience to try to justify lower

-duties, but it is also clear that high
"'duties could have a negative

impact on SA's economy in other
ways. - - -

The Tobacco Board’s latest
annual reports show a significant
decrease in industry empioyment
levels in the 1994/5 financial year
— to 34854 from a previous

-52 440in 1993/4.

These losses can be directly at-
tributed to the decline in cigarette
sales during the past five years,
with the estimated 63 000 retail-
ers who derive some income from
tobacco sales also likely to be af-
fected by illegal trade.

The economic “toss-up” be-
tween potential job losses and
health costs is not unique to SA.
expectod by provse oo o8

to propose earlier thi

month that %m European Union
strengthen measures to discour-
age smoking while keeping and re-
forming its controversial tobacco
subsidy programme.
Pas ock mm.EHmH EEEu.mmmmEmw

adraig Flynn ig p Ing a last-
ditch effort to convince wum col-
leagues to end the tobacco subsi-
dies programme that channeis
more than $1bn a year to tobacco
farmers, ing that it compro-
mises the EU's effort to 1l its
500 000 smoking-related deaths
each year.

But detractors, including agri-
culture commisgioner Franz Fis-
chler, argue that 135 000 farmers
plus 65 (00 seasonal workers and
tobacco processors would be put
out of work without n:uc...ﬂm amok-
ing, since consumers would sim-
ply buy imported products. Tobac-
co farmers would have a hard time
diversifying to other products
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ernment's at-
tempts to curb
tobacco  con-
sumption are
bearing fruit
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gince they work on small patches
of land not suitable for anything
else, they say.

University of Cape Town eco-
nomics professor Iraj Abedian,
who has conducted research into
the economics of tobacco control,
says smoking carries with it eco-
nomic, social and moral costs that
outweigh the employment bene-
fits and economic stimulation of
the tobacco industry.

“The social and fiscal costs of
the smoking industry in the form
of hospitalisation and early
deaths are immense and ultimate-
ly it is the taxpayer that ends up
bearing the cost. The fact that gov-
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dustry is the
decline in the
retail
ciparette price
over the past 24
_ ears,” he says.
“In 1990 prices, the real price a
wnmnw_m» in 1971 was about R2,58,
1995 this had declined to R2,03
after a lowof R1,48in 1991.”
The industry has levelled crit-
icism at Abedian’s methodology,
which it ail uses inaccurate

consumption data.

b&m%mb saysitis government’s
overwhelming responsibility to
ensure that prices do not encour-
age consumption. He says the
Canadian experience is matched
by other examples pointing to the
economic benefits of implement-
ing higher excise duties.

“Fhe key issue in the Canadian
experience is not that government

lost revenue because of increased
smuggiing, but that it lost revenue
because of reduced consumption.
That reduction in cigarette con-
sumption vindicates implement-
ing higher taxes,” he says.

On government’s move in 1995
to include health wamings on
cigarette bozxes — a move which
cost the tobacco companies asso-
ciated with the Rembrandt group
R47m — and its warnings of a pos-
sible ban on all cigarette advertis-
ing last vear, the tobaceco industry
says the decision to take 1p smok-
ing i8 dominated by various
factors. |

The tobacco company officials
say is it is difficult to see how ad-
vertising in a well established
market could have the effect of
convincing smokers to go out and

‘buy more cigareites than they

actually need. :
. “Contrary to what the tobacco
industry is accused of wordwide,

~ our total marketing effort is aim
‘at encouraging brand switching

among existing smokers. Non-
smokers in any event appear to be

. Oblivious to fobacco advertising, a

trend supported by several scien-
tific studies,” the industry says.
Abedian disagrees strongly,
saying there is increasing inter-
national evidence that advertising
bas a positive effect on cigarette
consumption. He points to re-
search published in the American
Economic Review which seeks to
demonsirate <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>