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NEWS IN BRIEF

= || Labour-intensive
| Church faces test{S457| o Bj00v) 4/3/93 - _
other ailiance executive commt. | p rO.] eCtS ¢ A ‘ .

i World Alliance of Reformed
y .

- S| tee members to see if they should § | THE construction ndustry has
A

| Churches president Dr Jane |
Dempsey Douglas 1s 1n SA with §
remnstate the Dutch Reformed made a strong plea for labour-
Church as a member mtensive building as a means to
Douglas told reporters in Jo- create jobs

hannesburg yesterday they would § Submussions to the Nattonal Eco-

determine if the NGK had met nomic Forum will be used by the
readmission conditions set 1n 1982 | forum's short-term working group to
A decision will be taken 1n July draw up a consensus document on

o ~ employment which could form the
R100 000 surf r evamp §{ | pags of government pohey small business development had to be
NEARLY R1060 000 1s to be spent }

The document 1s expected to be bult mnto programmes such as hous- |
on a “surf amphitheatre” at Dur- finalised by the end of April M 1ng projects 2!
ban’s North Beach, upgrading } The working group this week hear Other submissions focused on |
what has already become a world § { verbal submussions from 16 urgamsa-\small-scale farming
surfing venue This year's Gun- § | tions chosen from more than 60 re-M AgniLink argued small-scale agr- | ﬁ
ston 500 1n July will be extended Sponses to requests for written sugs  cultural development created jobs at i
to 10 days and will include hfesav- § | gestions less than the cost of job creation 1n | T,
Ing, boogie-boarding and jet-ski | Government, Iabour and business\* formal industry "M,
events

delegations would study the tabled Common themes 1n submissions 2
e (130 (N2> \
'I"_l."':'-- ey e » Ur \

ble without compromsing standards
The Small Business Development
Corporation and the Sunnyside Group
submissions focused on small busi-
ness development
The Sunnyside Group argued that
elements of entrepreneurial and
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submussions and oral testimony, the were housing projects, electrifica-

tor Danie Hough yesterday
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3 natchet forum said yesterday tron, road building and provision of I‘
I 'u\'l LANGEBERG Fo?ds, the Food ] wh%}fhw ;?éll;iheir?: ct;gmﬁerﬁ%r)gﬁ;;zstructure in labour-intensive | &
PN :Eg tA;élE[}i Eggk‘%f k[énl?%(faw“t)_ | | the working group with a view to\  The Standing Committee on Water o
g ) sa (Uwus:} Ve lr ngg n E“ 0 f reaching consensus Supply and Samtation noted job crea- ™
SIEned a code of Submissions chosen by the WOrking\__tion opportunities 1n rural and urban h
v c”“f““; tallmed at en;tflrmg la ch- | group included those from theld\Nareas ‘
P Elaa = e?:: A 0 Erﬁgﬁf ;" dafl”t) ayat § | National Commuttee for Labour-In. Improvement of rural samtation E
q‘s theniguturzg followin an h"';‘: Drly “; { | tensive Construction and consulting could create an mitial 2 000 jobs f
b ;Q dexth glmg violenm | engineermg firms Soderland & On financing, Nedcor/0ld Mutual's | “,
4 N | cedins m unmon rivair — Schutte and B S Bergman & Partners  Professional Feonormie Panel sug. |
d: ‘Ggﬂﬂz ? s/ |3l/ Z} {5:""#,, The commuttee said the SA Feder- gested the creation of an mdependent
RST de eWw bosi ation of Civil Engineering Contrac- public works trust which received an-
al LEONARDUS de Wet was ap- § | tors was “completely” in favour of nual state grants
Y pointed chairman of the Wit- § | labour mtensive construction pro- The trust should absorb or co-ordi-
p! watersrand Regional! Services { Jects and would do “everything POSSl-  nate Jjob creation activities currently |
e ble” to ensure their success and via-

A

Council by Transvaal Administra- |

- '.,..-'.

bility The construction method uses

as much labour as techmeally poss)-
B S — re—

o & it

undertaken by institutions sueh as the
IDT, DBSA and the Urban Founda-
tion
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| that union strategies developed
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Emergency

S

A %nio 3
hﬂ&g&ﬂf’ el?orter

THE state of emergency era
gave unions a chance to con-
solidate thewr power, says De-
partment of Manpower Direc-
tor-General Mr Jool Fourie.

He told the annual congress
of 'the SA Association of Munic-
1pa1“‘Employees that, while the
“emergency” years of 1985 to
1990 had their negative side,
unions had developed their

their, power,

Summarising a speech the
Minister of Man{wwer, Mr
Leon’ Wessels, would have giv-
en'at the conference, Mr

Fourle said the government did

not-support unions having a po-

i

Litical role, but acknowledged

in response to the demands of
soclety. !

He said the tole government

should play between employer
and employee should be debat-
ed because, of 13 million eco-
nomically-active people, fewer
than three million belonged to
unions 5

The government’s role was
among the issues bemng debated
by the Manpower Commission,
Mr, Fourie said. Other ‘1SSUES

being examined included' affir-
mative action

- —— —_— .
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. 2613195
Union sl'gﬁls \a tack

on white workegs

FLEN

SHARON SOROUR, Labour Reporter

THE militant white SA Iron, Steel and Allied In-
dustries Union has condemned the “despicable”
attack on white workers in Vanderbijlpark this
week, demanding that the leaders and perpetra-
tors “be called fo answer”.

Union general manager Mr Nic Celliers said
the union, which saw the attack as a “premeditat-
ed onslaught against the white worker”, would
hold a mass meeting in Vereeniging on Monday to
discuss white workers’ safety. Ca

|

Mr Celliers and AWB leader1Mr Euéene Ter-
re’Blanche would address the meeting. -

Mr Celliers condemned the cowardly manner
in which the attack was executed saying: ‘It
leaves little doubt that the acetion was politically -
motivated and a pattern is enfolding, aimed di-
rectly at creating fear and panic among the
| broader white population. - . ,

“Attacks on whites in public places, on their
way to work and intended attacks on schoolchil-
dren seem to be related and appear orchestrat-

ed.”

The union found it $trange that the “apostles of
human rights” remained silent on these events,
“while they often create a furore in the media
about petty things such as the admittance of all
races at holiday resorts.” s

Mr Celliers said the attack in Vanderbijlpark
was a “blatant violation of one of the basic rights
of the worker and the union is apprehensive that
more are to follow.”
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By BARRY STREEK
~ Political Staff

SOUTH Africa’s three large trade

. union federations 1ncreased thelr

membership to record levels 1n 1993,
but there were 1ncreasing signs of a
serlous organisational crisis in the
_mummmm. Cosatu

L m_)»mw.h. s :
Thist was among -the conclusions.
veached by the editor of SA Labour

Yo " e o ity Ty B e e e W T Ty W ™ gt T Mg g, T S, TR s

Bulletin, Mr Carl von Holdt, in a re-
view of trade umons 1n 1993 :
He wrote “Many organisers feel
the Congress of SA Trade Unions (Co-
satu) leadership 1s losing touch with
the ground, fails to co-ordinate 1s-:
sues, and makes too little effort to
keep (members) informed ” |
Cosatu “runs the danger of becom-
ing highly ‘stratifted with a bureau-
cratic leadership while 1its _ummm_,

1 L

Union numbers reach

l — I L

-

becomes weaker and weaker”

Wage settlements negotiated by
trade unions 1n.1993 averaged 12,7%,
the ‘' lowest annual ancrease since
1988, but 2,8% above inflation

Mr. Von Holdt quoted figures to

show that 1n the first nine months cf
S

the year, .24 milion person-day

-were lost 1n strikes, compared to

3,1 million the previous year
The Federation of SA Labour

] T B .r..‘. g g W, JI.[I.-....H-.....ﬁrl.....I.f. [ Y ot Laiar L i T

‘record

o

e o e T e e e, T, llliliwfluj-ﬂ]..hfl:lllujl} ..J.l.-L....T_.._.I_'~

ot

i — 1
3 ({94 . 1
Unions Bad grown from': 214000 to
273 000 members l

Cosatu had 1,3 million members
compared to 1,18 million the pre-
vious year # . _

The .number of affiliates 1n the
National Council of* Trade Umions ||
had been reduced from 20 to 15
through mergers but 1t had set itself a
target’ 'ofinnereasing membership
from'327 000 to 600 000 by June ,
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-

- ko



New retail trade union }aceg rivéi’é wrath

A NEW wion cale the Caterng

Clerical, Commercial and Allied
Workers® Union (Cccawusa) W bjen corrupiion and not serving members.
formed in the retal tradef§ /1 qq- In a pamphlet, the new umon said it
SA.Commercial, Catering and Al-' hadtried tofight Saccawn’s problems
lied Workers’ Union (Saccawu) gener-  through fegitimate channels but had
al secretary Papi Kganare yesterday been blocked by union structures. It
condemned the rival union'suseof an  had been leit with no cheice but to
acronym similar to Saccawu's old form a new union which would be

name, saying Cecawusa was Dot a controlled by ;%0 kﬁ;i:d account-
préme Court ac-

resurrection of the Commercial, Ca~ able to them.
tering .and Allied Workers’ Union. Kganare said a Su
Cecawusa had been established by  tion to have Saccawu declared insol-
Jdismissed Saccawu office hearer vent, brought by Tsotetsi and five
M.ke Tsotetsi, who had accused the other dismissed office bearers, had
umon of financial mismanagement, yet to be resolved.




Three_r t
offices

KLERKSDORP. — The offices of two trade unions |
here and one in Harrismith 1n the northern Free
State were bombed early yesterday morning

Western Transvaal police have offered 2
R100 000 reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of those responsible for the
two simultaneous blasts at the offices of the
National Union of Mineworkers and the National
Union of Metalworkers of South Africa in Klerks-
dorp yesterday. .

A police spokesman said a policeman patrolling |
the area had narrowly escaped injury in the
Klerksdorp blasts. The offices of the Klerksdorp |
Blood Transfusion Service were also damaged.

In Harrismith a NUM office was seriously da-
maged when the building caught fire after an
explosion yesterday morning

de uni
oﬁbed
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| ‘Protect workers from insolvencies’

Compiled by SHARON SOROUR

CLOTHING mdustry unionists have called for
dn urgent review of the Insolvency Act 1 a
bid to secure the wages and savings of work-
€rs when companies go mto liquidation

The South African Clothing and Textile
Workers’ Union (Sactwu) is to approach the
National Manpower Comrmussion to address
the 1ssue and to ask the Congress of South Af-
rican Trade Untons to launch a campaign in
defence of workers’ rights

This follows the provisional ligmdation of
Highams South Africa 1n Maitland last year,
when 142 staff lost their jobs — and personal
savings totalling R49 581

The workers took part 1n a factory savings
scheme and the money was not held In trust,
but 1 a company bank account

Frame Textile Corporation ang Merchant
Trade Finance Ltd held security for claims to-
taling R13 million, and other creditors were
owed 1 excess of R2 million Because work-
ers’ savings were placed m the bank account
of the company, therr status was the same as
that of any other concurrent creditor 3t

Frame Group charrman Mr Mervyn Kng
supported the union and later helped secure
the return of the workers’ money

But the case had highlighted the vulnerable
position of workers and the fact that the law
favoured the interests of other, more secure
stakeholders at the expense of workers, the
union sawd

W SACTWU has also stepped mto a row over
election T-shirts which the ANC were to have
imported

The union “convinced” the ANC to have the
T-shirts made locally, thereby supporting
South African manufacturers and creating
jobs mn the embattled industry

While Cosatu said it “accepted” the ANC’s
reasons for importing the T-shirts, Sactwu,
Cosatu’s third largest affihate, insisted the
ANC drop the plan ce - :

B A PROGRAMME to promote job creation
and the socio-economie empowerment .of
black women, sponsored by Investec Bank,
was launched 1n Cape Town' ths week

The programme, co-ordmated by the Take
Hands Foundation, aims to provide township
women with the means to uplift then:selves
and play a meanmngful economic role In soci-
ety

The first Fro_]ect Involves traming young un-
employed black women as paper bag and hox
maﬁers in the packaging department of local
company Alternate Labels and Printing (Pty)
Ltd The company manufactures labels and
related products for the clothing and footwear
Industries Training will include instruction n
conflict resolution, primary health care, hter-
acy, nutrition, personal upliftment, self confi-
dence, budgeting, money management and
voter education

B WORKERS at Carlton Paper of South
Africa mm Eppmng are on 3 nationwide strike
over wages and working conditions

About 40 workers were arrested outside the
factory this week on a charge of intimidation,
but the charges were later dropped and the
workers released, according to Paper, Print-

Ing, Wood and Alhied Workers' Unton spokes-
man Shahied Mahomed

The company obtained 2 Supreme Court 1n-
terdict barring workers from hindering the
access to the factory by vehicles

wages nationwide, Including about 150 1 Cape
Town, amounting to about 45 percent of the
workforce at the Epping factory

Mr Mahomed sa;d non-striking workers
were upset at the arrests and were consider-
Ing joinimng the strike

While fpruductlon had been affected, the
demand

Erasmus said

Workers are demanding a 12 percent 1n-
crease on the hourly wage, plus three months
pald maternity leave The company 1s offering

a o percent hourly merease and a profit-shar-
Ing scheme

The umon has contested the profit-sharing
scheme system, Saying the company tabled
the offer on the day of the conciliation board

N DISGRUNTLED employees of the Sacheg
Trust in Cape Town went o a solidarity work
stoppage n support of 3 colleague who claims
he 15 being victimised by the orgamsation
The South African Commuttee for Higher
Education workers, members of the National
Education, Health and Alled Workers’ Union,
suspended therr three-day action this week
E:endmg the full-time appointment of Mr
brahm Harvey, who plans to take the mat-
ter to the Industrial Court
Mr Harvey declared 2 dispute with the
organisation, claiming an unfar labour prac-
tice when his position as half-day administra-
tor m the Educators for Transformation and
Development Programme was not upgraded
All half-day admimistration bosts were sup-
posed to have beep upgraded to full-time posi-
tions This was 1 terms of resolution adopt-
ed at a national staff meeting last August,
which had been aisg adopted by the national

planning meeting — the highest de 1517n-mak-

Ing body mn Sached ﬁﬁ_@- 122 ci‘(_,_
8 POLICE have detaineg the leader of Indo-

nesia’s largest independent trade union after
he called for a one-hour national strike

Mochtar Pakpahan, chairman of the Indone-
Sian Welfare Labour Union, was detamed with
two other people 1n Semarang 400km east of
Jakarta while he was visiing union members

Police declined to comment

B DE BEERS has warned It may leave
Ireland, putting more than 600 employees out

Workers at the industria) diamonds drvision
al Shannon voted to reject a planned 10 per-
cent pay cut, having asked for strike action to
be sanctioned De Beers are now threatening
to move production elsewhere

They have been told by management the
company 1s 1n “serious trouple” — prices for
its products have slumped and 1t 15 now syi-

fering sigmificant losses from the recession
and increased competition
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'\ Union backs ANG Tt

g,

L

Sam Kikine saldryesf;erday a1 .

|o,{’fm
DURBAN — The South African Allied Workers |
| Unibn will throw 1ts weight behind the ANC 1n

the April election, Saawu general-secretary Mr J'J
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NU appeal
for hedle S

JOHAN ESBaR 67?—.
The Nationa] Union of
Mineworkers will ne-
gohiate with employers

to secure recognition

" It would g, investi- ~
gate 1ts owp registered
charnty.. to help minerg

and Mmining commup;-
ties — Sapa, ﬁ '




DP slams printing contract d

THE Independent Flectoral «The IEC seems to follow of the eleCtippis—<¢
Commission should rethink 1its the suit of the African Nation- 10 the peor
decision to award a British al Congress, which awarded “Since the
company a printing contract 1S contract for the production finalised only on March 5, we

for 80 million ballot papers, of three mullion T-shirts Ztg Eaz call on the IEC to reconsider

Western Cape Democratic oriental comyanyH'l 7(/, «It 1s most appropriate that

Party leader Henme Bester “Under pressure from r ’the ghysical ballots on which
Sﬂlq political paruies, they were . Sout Africans _wﬂl cast their

Arguing that the local print- forced to retreat” | first democratic vote should
g industry had the expertise Mr Bester said the R8 mil- be made locally — by local

people, from local paper.’ —
Sapa, '

rt by CC de Villiers, H St
and. moreover, could-be one (Report by G.C de Villers, Barmee? reet Jo-

and capacity to do the job, he  lion printing contract could
<a1d the IEC’s decision did not  give many South Africans Jobs
bode well for local industry
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February 25 to March 3 1994

HE country's largest commercial
d catering union 1s rudderless —
split into three by internal conflict
and facing the imminent departure
of its general secretary

The South Afncan Commeraial, Catenng and
Alhed Workers’ Union (Saccawu), Cosatu's
fifth-largest affiliate and responsible for some
of the biggest service-sector stnikes the country
has seen, lost its assistant general secretary
late last year Karser Thibedi resigned citing
widespread corruption within the union as his

. - reason

Now the union faces the loss of its general
secretary, Papi Kganare, who was placed sixth
on the ANC's Free Siate list for the national
assembly.

Disaffected Saccawu officials have formed
two splinter unions and claim they are snap-
ping up members Insiders claim “the union 1s
fallmg apart™ and the Western Cape and West-
erm ‘Transvaal branches of the umon are bare-
ly operational

However, Saccawu assistant general secre-
tary Bones Skulu this week demed a haemor-
rhage of members and said all branches were

~ operating He said “not more™ than 1 000 of the
union’s 102 000 members had heen lost

i e _

Saccawu in turmoil as
s breaicavay

dissi

Internal conflict and resignations
from top officials have left the
country’s fifth-largest urmon in
chaos, reports Ferial Haffajee

Turmoi in the union means wage negotia-
tions have been delayed, staff salanes are pad
late, officials’ resignations are comung thick and
fast while numerous default judgments have
been taken against the union both by employ-
ers and creditors

Skulu said staff salanes were all paid on the
25th of the month, but that some officials’
salaries were held back because they did not
submit attendance registers. He said creditors
had applied for judgments Iast year after for-
mer Witwatersrand branch co-ordinator Mike

Tsotetsi applied in court for the union’s disso-
lution

Two splinter unions have been formed by
disaffected Saccawu officials who fell into dis-
favour with Kganare and other national lead-
€rs

Last month, Tsotetsi formed the Catering,
Clerical, Commercial and Allied Workers'
Union {Cccawusa) and claims a paid-up mem-
bership of 5 000 in Johannesburg with poten-
tial among workers in the Western and Eastern
Cape, Transvaal and the Free State
Cccawusa’s membership is strongest at
Joshua Doore, where Tsotets: was an organis-
er

“The new members are all former Saccawu
members,” says Tsotetsi. “Cccawusa is trying
to occupy a vacuum of poor service that has
existed in the catering, commercial and dis-

tributive trades "

James Mudzanani, a former Saccawu organ-
iser, last year set up the Club Catering Retail
and Allied Workers' Union and now claims a
paxd-up membership of 21 000 members in
Natal, Pietermaritzburg, Durban, Northern
Transvaal, Pretoria and Johannesburg
Mudzanani is general secretary of the new
union, which has has two orgamisers and four
other salaried staffers

Until now, Saccawu has ignored the exis-
tence of the unjons, but the terms of an arbi-
tration agreement reached with Tsotetsi pro-
vide that Saccawu and Cccawusa “undertake
not to defame or distribute, circulate or in any
way publish defamatory or untrue comments
or statements” about the other

“Employers are very worried. A split does not
help employers,” a labour relations consultant
said this week, adding that employers had
experienced increased wild-cat strikes and
“lots of hittle signs of problems” in Saccawu

Meanwhile, other umons are stepping into
the gap The South Affican Clothing and Textile
Workers' Uneon is organising Saccawu mem-
bers at Pep Stores, while the Food and Allied
Workers’ Uniton is said to be creaming off Sac-
cawu members at Sun International

.
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Sweden to join

Umon rank [

BRUSSELS ’Sweden
clmched a deal, yester-
day to.join the ranks of
the Buropean Union,
and Finland was expect-,
ed to follow suit within’
hnurs diplomats sald -
‘ “Sweden 1s in,  *.0ne
dip lomat said “leand
1S’ in there (st1ll negotiat-
mg)-now ”

Exhausted negntmtnrs
from four cotintries hag-
|| gléd- through  the ;night
' seeking . terms: for -their
! entry nextJ anuarthﬂ the
12-nation European
Unmn — Sapg-Reyter
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Alexander jailed
and banished

By Mathatha Tsedu
Political Editor

NEVILLE Alexander was born in
Cradock, Eastern Cape m 1936 He
entered politics through the Umity
Movement at the University of Cape
Town mn 1953 He stayed with the UM
until 196§ when he was expelled

Between 1958 and 1961 he studied
for a doctorate m literature in Germany
On has return he formed the Yo Chi
Chan Club, which was devoted to pro-
moting sociahsm along the lines of Chi-
nese leader Mao Tse-tung This led to
hus expulsion from the UM

He was arrested in July 1963 and
sentenced to 10 years for promoting
communism He served the sentence on
Robben Island where he spent time with
many of the other leaders among themn
Nelson Mandela

Onhisrelease in 1974, he was banned
for five years but was lnter allowed to

teach He was director of the Cape Town
Centre of the South African Council for
Higher Education unti 1986

He continued his underground m-
volvement in civic and trade umon mat-
ters durtng hus years of banishment. In
1982 he was instrumental 1n the forma-
ton of the Cape Action League, which
together with orgamsatons such as the
Azaman People’s Orgamsation Coun-
¢l of Unions of South Africa, and oth-

ers, fnrmed;he National Forum 10 op- |
pose the tricameral pﬂrliﬂlﬂﬂﬂmr? tlﬁ:-”’:'* H

uﬂn m {983 . 3y S
in 1990 he went to Yale University

and later helped in the formaton of the
Workers Organisation for Socialist Ac-
tion, the mam componeht,of the Work-
ers List Party

He serves on numerous community
education structures and is presently
director of research at the University of
Cape Town mvolved with alternative
educntion tn South Africa

The Workers’ List
Party a newcomer

By Mathatha Tsedu
Political Editor

THE Workers ListParty 15 a newcomer
to the political landscape and was
formed this year to contest the elections

{ta major component 1= the Workers'
Orgamisation for Socialist Action,
which gamned notoricty for bringing the
biggest banner at other people s
marches

Other components include the Cape
Action League Action Youth Forward
Youth and Mayibuye The panty has 1ts
strongest basc i the Western Cape
followed by the PWV Ithasbranchesn
the Eastern Transvaal, Northemn Cape
and Southermn Cape

Suppont fur the party has also come
from wmdividual trade untonists witbun
both the Congress of Trade Unions and
the National Council of Trade Unions

The party has fielded only 100 cand;
dates natsonatly, with the first 30 com-
pnising at least 12 shop floor workers
The party says 1n ts manifesto that it
does not hope to be government but
intends to promote the formation of a
Mass Woerkers Parly

Firmly rooted in socialist pro-
grammes, the WLP says other parties
have compromised with capitalism

These are excerpts from the election
manifesto

The right to work

We stand for the right to worh for every
worker including the unemployed We
demand an immedtate end to all re-
trenchments, an end to unemployment
and work for all on a living unemploy-
ment benefit

We stand for a massive public works
programme of electrification building
houses schools craches parks, halls
and roads primarly in lownships This
programme must be under workers
control Theunemployed mustbedrawn
m at a living wage There must a state
run traening scheme for youth

Health, educatlion, housing
ant soclal services

We stand for state provision of free and
compulsory education far all up to and
mcluding matne

State provision of adequate housing
for all, as well as state provisson of free
health, legal, recreation and other com-
munity services that will ensure the
mghest possible quality of life

We stand for paid education leave of
30 days for each worker per year and
longer penods of training to be negol-

ated with worker organisalions

Economy

"“We believe 1in working class control
over the means of production and distn-
bution

We believe in soctalism from below
We stand for nanonabisanon under

worker conteol of the monopoly compa-?

nies banks, mines and land wathout
compensation All areas that have been
privatised or about to be privatsed hke
ratlways clectricity and steel should be
renationalised under workers control ™

Trade unlons

“We stand for strong umited and demo-
cratic trade umons and commumnty or-
gamisakions.

We believe 1n a living wage, 35-hour
week with no loss of pay an end to
retrenchment and a full nght to picket

Land

The land shall be redistnibuted among
all those who live and work on the land
in accordance with acceptable princi
ples of agrncultural economics and
democratic consultation

The land of absentee landlords and
the defence force must be confiscated
and vsed for productive purposes

Equality

“The party will light against oppression
of women Sexism at home, at the
worhplace, 1n the township and on the
farms must be exposed and fought
agatnst The disabled must receive
proper rehabehitation

Children 5 nghts should be en-
trenched 1n the constritution The state
must ¢nsure that every child has three
nutritbous meals a day and be given
adequate shelter and care

Apartheld crimes

No general amnesty and we wiltbning to
tnial those who defended the apartheid
capitalist regime We must have our
own Nuremberg tnals in SA
Wealsostand for the bringing tobook
of all those involved in state corrupion

Forelgn debt and IMF loans

Will campaign agatnst the repayment of
loans made by the apantheid state from
international capital including the IMF/
World Bank

Tribalism

We reject these divisions and we are
agawmst federalism based on ethnic pnin-
ciples

Whde _pages
HE WORKERS’ LIST PARTY 100 candidates — mostly from shop ﬂoor— to be fielded

J

Neville Alexander . served 10 years in jall on Robben Islend for promoting communism

Socialism 1s the
only viable route

By Mathatha Tsedu
Political Editor

HE negotiated settlement
on which the elections are
based will not provide

worhers with the most ba-
s1c essentials and will

crumble within five to six

years

This will happen pnmanly because
the settlement 1s based on the accommo-
dation of nahonalist interests and those
of capitalism a combunation that ben
efits only the nsing black middle class

When the crunch comes, forces deds
cated to socialism should be on hand to
offcr a home for the workers hence the
eniry into the race of the Workers List
Party

These are the views of the party's
chief 1deologue, deputy chairman and
acclaimed academic, Dr Neville Alex-
ander Speaking loSowetan inanexclu-
sive mterview 1n Cape Town Alexan-
der sa1d the workers parly would field
about 100 people nanhonally, most of
whom would be workers from the shop
floor

He would also “probably be on the
st |, he sard even though he was not a
worker 1 the simple sense of the word

The party saw the pertod between
1990 and 1994 as a dividing [ine in the
history of the struggle of black people
where compronuses from the negotia-
hons process in Kempton Park. brought
nationalism to the end of its road

“"Nanonalism compromised wiuh
capitalism It cannot fight it any more
The black middle class will be absorbed
into 1ts structures and wikl share n
power This has happened all over Af-
rica with the muddle class nsig in
power

“We say that other more radical
forces wilt have to carry the struggle
forward We say that capitalism has not
cured the condibons of poverty that it
created And only a workers' party can
carry on this struggle,” he said

Alexander however said the party
does not have a blue print for 2 soctahist
revolution In fact, he said, revoletion
was not on the agenda, but socialism as
a critique of capitalism, must continue
and the party was wmtroducing that di-
menston into the electton debate

He said the party accepted that the fal)

B ANC SLIPPED ‘Compromise

brought nationalism to the end of its road’

ARE SAYI NG

¥ [

of the Soviet Union had put a1l socialists
worldwide on the defensive, due to a
perception that what the Soviet Union
had practiced was socialism

But socialism remained the only vi-
able solution to continued explontation
of man by man, and the efforts of all
those siil] commutted to it such as Fide)
Castro m Cuba, and the contnbutions of
people such as former Chinese leader
Mao Tse-tung, were valuable

The present constitution that came
out of the negotiations left 60 000 farm-
ers and companies owmng and control
hing over 90 percent of the jand It also
guaraniced propenty nghts

This meant that the power relations
would remain as they are and was there-
fore unacceplable, Alexander smd
While supporting muluparty democracy
because the clash of ideas was necessary
for democracy the party, in its forma-
tions such as Wosa, had epposed nego-
tiattons because these were structured
for power shanng

“Webelieve that parties should nego-
biate as enermes and not as friends |, he
added Hesaid his party saw the ANC as
an orgamisation that had always strug-
gled to bnng the govemment o the
negoliations table and not for socialism

‘We say that1s not enough,’ he said
While the constitution did not meet the
basic mimmums of the party, 1t would
stll participate in the elections because
it saw the achievement of the franchise
a5 a victory of the struggles of workers

over the years White munonty was
compelled by the struggles of the peo-
ple This 1s not a byproduct of the nego-
trations the force of the people would
have brought the Boers to give the voie
even if the negotiations had not taken
place

“Our participatton 1s to promote the
establishment of a workers party that
will draw the line between nationalism
and socialism We believe that all those
comnutted to socralism must gravilate
together to ensure that a2 complete sell
out of the workers does not occur

“But mass struggles must not be
marginalised and replaced by parlia-
mentary debate For this system will
farl, and the bourgemste will find the
same reasons as the old oppressors why
they cannot find soluttons for the prob-
lems of the poor, as 1n Namibra, whtch
15 a depressing sifuation

It ts therefore important for vs that

while we send people to parhiament, the
terrain outside should always be there as
a revaluttopary one for mass struggle”,
he said

The party was collecting 10 000 sig-
natures to quahfy for state funding and
state media exposure, both of which
were important to get the party's mes-
sageacross A Barometer poll had found
that 63 percent of blacks beheved 1n an
mdependent workers party, results
whech showed that there was a sthult
from race to class he said

Ttade unions had supporied the party
but he did notenvisage anclectoral pact.
Co-operation with other parties on spe-
cific1ssues would however be possible,
he said He dismussed the 1dea that his
was a * loony” party saying those who
thought so should also rememberthat all
great movements m history, includmg
Chnistianity, started as “loones™

If the new set up was to work at all,
stability would be mmportant, and he
foresaw the newregime dealing with the
nghtwing threat dectsively

{Tomorrow The view from outaide
the elections as we speak to the Black
Consciousness Movemetit of Azama)
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JOHANNESBURG — The Work-
ers’ List Party says its programme
to renege on South Africa’s
foreign debt, nationalise b1g busi-
ness and bring apartheid crimi-
nals to trial will attract millions
of votes 1n the April elections
The party’s hist and manifesto
were launched here yesterday
“We do,not believe that any of
the white or black nationalist
parfies can solve the eris1s of un-
employment, homelessness,

Party for W

F wl

that afflict the urban and the ru-
ral poor,” the manifesto says
The party stands for the right to
work entrenched 1n the constitu-
tion, state provision of social ser-
vices and a socialist democracy,
which 1ncludes “nationalisation
under worker control of the mo-
nopoly companies, banks, mines
and land without compensation”
It further calls for the tral of
those who defended the “apart-

ontrol’

;d poverty heid capitalist regime” and the |

cancellation of foreign debt re-

payments l
The WLP list icludes trade

unionists, representatives from

the Workers’ Organisation for a

Socialist Azanmia and the Inde-
pendent Socialist Movement, and
“grassroots people in grassroots
structures”

The party 1s contesiing the elec-
tion on a national level only —

sapa T A1|3]F
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SHARON SOROUE
Labour Reporter

FEARS of escalating violence
n the Western Cape If the Na-
t1ona] Party wins the regional
election hag prompted Nactu-*
aligned trade unon leader Bri.

an Willtams to call on 3]]
workers to support the ANC. ‘

Unlike it counterpart Cp-
safu, trade union federation
Nacty (National] Counci] of
Trade Unions) s believed to pe
Sympathetic to the Pan Afri-
camst Congress The majority

of 1tS members belong to the
PAC

Mr Willams, acting regional
secretary of Nactu, said the

being eritica] of 11S policies, the
ANC 1s 1n the best position tg
defeat the NP »

There was g strong possibi];-
Ly the NP would come o pow-
€T 1n the Westerp Cape, which
represented “g great danger for

‘From 2 political point of
view, 1If the region goes to the
Nats, Nacty might well regard
It as not being Iiberated, and
Will continue the struggle untj
It 15 Diberated,” said Mr wWj)-:
liams l

Nactu ang Cosatu had fop-
mulated 3 jo),¢ approach to ex-
Dose the racist NP campaign !
and the destryctjve conse- |
quences if the Np gained cop-
trol of the region

Mr Williams sald “To wip
votes the NP have used racism
as a key mstrument in therr
Campaign and have openly
used people classified as ¢o]-
oured to insty] fear In people
and to distort certain reahties,
flamely that blacks are violent

The NP's approach would di-
vide workers, who were fast

f
(N
Cape Town ]
- S—
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SHARON SOROUR
Labour Reporter 272 |

TRADE union federation
and some regional affiliates have
distanced themselves from a call
by the movement’s acting region-
al secretary for workers to vote
for the African National Congress
to keep the National Pariy out

Union leader Brian Wilhams,
of the Nactu affiliate Mewusa
(Metal and Flectical Workers
Union of SA), mn his personal ca-
pacity, recently called on all
Western, Cape workers 10 unite
and support the ANC

~ Nactu general secretary Cun-
mngham Ngcukana said they dis-
soclated themselves from Mr

Williams’ statement “n the stron-
gest terms’as 1t Tuns agdifist the
Euhtlcal policy of Nactu on elec-
10ns”

Mr Ngcukana said Nactu was
independent and did not support
a particular hberation movement
as members belonged 10 “the
broad spectrum of the liberation
movement”

Nactu advocated that members
voted for parties which had
fought against racism and op-
pression, and had called on its
members not to vote for the NP,
the Democrafic Party, parties
which had served apartheid and
“emerged from nowhere”

At "4 heated Press conference
yesterday, an unrepeniant Mr
Williams said he would not apolo-

.

V %
% =7
se for 1{]

back off
NC

n, and he de-
fended ms decision saying he had
the right to ask anyone to vote
for the ANC

“The Western Cape 18 different
io the other regions because the
oppressor party stands a good
chance of winning the election,
and it 15 still my view that we
must support the party able {0
defeat the NP — 1f the PAC were
the strongest party, I would call
for workers to support 1t”

Peter Roman of the SA Chemi-
cal Workers’ Umon — who 18 a
candidate on the Pan Africamst
Congress regional hist — said the
statement by Mr Wilhams was
“out of Iine” and not ;policy

Other Nactu affiliates which

» opposed-thet call by Mr# Withams

fo call for a unmted ANC vote
were the Bulding, Construction
and Allied Workers’ Union, the
Transport and Ommnibus Workers'
Umon and the Hotel, Laquor, Ca-
tering and Commercial Workers’
Union, said Mr Roman

Mr Willilams said 1t was “unfor-
tunate” that Mr Roman and oth-
ers had called the Press confer-
ence “to attack my democratic
right as an individual to call on
all people 1n the Western Cape to
support the ANC

«] spoke on behalf of myself,
and I did not say that Nactu as a
trade umon federation supports
the ANC or any other party”, said

Mr Williams

(MNews by S Serour, 122 St George's Mall, Cape
Town)

——
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boweni tackles

holiday pay issue

LABOUR Minister Tito Mboweni ﬂ

appealed to employers last mght
to pay workers for the three add:-
tional public holidays called to
facilitate the election and the
presidential inauguration

He was referring to the strike by
about 20 000 KwaZulu/Natal clothing
workers which began last week when
workers discovered they kad not been
paid for the three days

Appearing on television last might,
Mbowen: said employers should deal
with the issue as a matter of urgency
in the interests of national reconciha-
tion and sound labour relations.

Mbowemn said he had talked to the
newly formed employers’ federation
Busmness SA, which had 1n turn urged
its members to treat the holidays as
paid. days off,

BSA president Dave Brink ap-
pealed last week to members to pay
all workers for the three days.

In h1s interview, Mbowent said oth-
er labour issues could be dealt with
later, but this would have to be han-
dled immediately to avoid further
confrontation between workers and
management.

«-SA: Clothing and Textile Workers’
Union;(Sactwu) members yesterday
marched -to the Durban Manpower
Department offices demanding that

these days, be treated as paid public

holidays They then attended a rally

Z?ESI‘ZE *
ERICA JANKOWITZ

at Curries Fountain where they were
addressed by union officials

A union spokesman sard some work
stoppages had also occurred mn the
Western Cape when clothing workers
discovered they too had not been paid
for these days off.

Sapa reports Sactwu assistant gen-
eral secretary Ebrahim Patel ad-
dressed the rally and called for Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela and Mbowem to
intervene

He also threatened a product boy-
cott and said that the strike would
escalate 1f employers did not change
their stand

Patel accused man ent of pen-
alising workers for the election by
deciding to deal with the holidays
unsympathetically

A Sactwu spokesman confirmed
that Mbowem had been approached
on the issue, his first challenge as
Minister ;

Although the three holdays were
not promulgated so as to include fac-
tory workers, many employers had
decided not to confront workers on
the 1ssue and had paid those who had
not reported for duty, or paid premi-
um rates to those who had

The Natal Clothing Manufacturers’
Association dechined to comment, but
was expected to respond to the
union’s request last mght




White-collar union
warms up to Cosatu

ERICA JANKOWITZ

COSATU’s attempt to gawn a foothold
white-collar unions may get a boost later
this year when the SA Society of Bank
Officials (Sasho) 1s expected to leave the
Federation of SA Labour Unions {(Fedsal)
Sasho assistant general secretary Don-
ald Graham said the decision to affihate to
Cosatu had been taken i principle and it
was “now a matter of selling it to-the
membership” He hoped this would happen
before Cosatu’s congress in September
The only obstacle was Cosatu’s alhance

with the ANC, which was v1ewi with con- -

7+ falqgs

cern by some Sasho factions
Graham said Sasbo had been given cart
blanche to orgamse 1n the financial sector
and would incorporate about 4000 SA
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers'
Union (Saccawu) members 1n the sector
Sasbo had about 60000 members and
was looking at the possibility of merging
with fellow Fedsal affihate, the Financial
Institutions Workers, Unon, wiih about
20 000 members g‘s =
Union analysts said Sasbo was not the
only Fedsal affiiate talking to Cosatu,
with the SA Broadcasting Staff Association
(Sabsa) and the Transnet Salaried'Staff
Union (Salstaff) exploring the same option
This could mean the loss of an additional
90 000 Fedsal members, cutting its num-
bers by almost half, which might precipi-
tate a merger, sources concluded 1
Graham said{Cosatu would gain finan-
cial expertise and membership fees

= v . - e = -
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Union
nions new scheme
P Y
SHARON SOROUR >4 reduce the ‘feast and famne’ uncer-
L abour Reporter2Cr221 b [ AL tanties associated with ordinary prof-
TRADE unions are begmning to opt '1t-sharing schemes where salaries and

for various incentive remuneration bonuses rocket 1n good years and
schemes usually offered to top execu- plummet in bad ones.”

tives mnstead of fixed pay packages  Each year the “carry-over” was
for their members *7 <" : + *» Tadded te the person’s current earn-

While most companies’ introduciiig * ings, which consisted of 2 basic salary
performance pay schemes still do so plus a share of the company’s gains or
only at executive level, there is a :profits. “A percentage 0 this total
huge groundswell towards company- amount 1s then paid out in the current
wnde schemes, says Mike Honnet of ‘year while the rest is carried for-

FSA.Contact’s remuneration division. kward,” Mr Honnet sad.

Several had already been implement- S If_the following year was a good
ed 1n large companies “one,' the individual would réceive a
Mr Honnet said umons agreed to bumper bonus; if 1t was not, the sala-
erformance pay if fair, clearly de- r[\; would remain stable, supported by
mned and measurable criteria were the carry-over from the previous
negotiated on winch to base the deter- year. _ L
mination of salaries. ¥¥7 # ¢*. 317 1 Mr Honnet said “banking” encour-
Support was also growing among aged executives and employees to
uniomsts and executives for a new .work strategically to improve the
concept 1n the salary field called long-term performance of the organi-
“hanking” sation instead of going after a short-

He added. “Bankmg imadesigned to term gain a oncetoff super bo ud,
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SHARON SOROUR
Labour Reporter

WESTERN Cape employers are brac-
Ing themselves for more Job losses
this year than any other region — but
for the first time 1n four years, union-
1sed workers are getting Increases on
a par with their counterparts in the
rest of the country, research has re-
vealed

Results of a survey conducted by
industrial relations experts Gavin
Brown and Associates estimated that
about 58 percent of umonised workers
1In the Western Cape secured wage In-
creases as a result of national bar-
gaining arrangements — either
through industrial councils or be-
tween employers and unions

Some workers were getting the
highest mncreases nationwide in their
sector

In the food sector, where Cape
wage Increases traditionally lagged
behind other major metropolitan ar-
eas by up to two percent, the average
Increase was 10,1 percent, which was
more than the national average of
8,5 percent

The highest number of wage settle-
ments 1n the general manufacturing
sector had been reported by regional
employers, where the average negoti-

ated mcrease was 9,8 pefcent

“Comparatively few agreements In
this sector have been concluded else-
where m the country,” the report said

Wage negotiations at companies
based mn the Western Cape exper-
enced the lowest levels of accompany-
Ing strike action

Less than 15 percent of employers
reported 1ndustrial action during
wage talks — compared with the na-
tional average of 22 percent

“A negafive feature of Cape-based
negotiations i1s the comparatively
large number of employers who re-
port that they expect job losses to
continue for the rest of the year

“Cape employers have the highest
expectations of further retrenchments
occurring this year, with employers 1n
the textile, clothing and footwear sec-
tors mdicating that workforce redyc-
tions of between two percent and sev-
en percent are still possible ”

Although the figures were not as
high as the previous three years, they
were the among the highest n the
country, excluding the mining sector

The report said another unique fea-
ture of Western Cape wage negofia-
tions was the continwity of union lead-
ership

M' - - )
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B feko(é talks on

workers’-rights

BLOEMFQ IN — All
workers had the right to
organise and bring their
complaints to the fore 1n
an orderly fashion but
the struggle for change
should advance and not
worsen their lot, Free
State premier Mr Pat-
rick Lekota said when he
met the Public Service

Barg ni Council
here 5:45 1 21h]

Mr Lekota said there
were labour leaders who
insisted on calling pro-
vinclal and other work-
ers out on strike after
provineial ministers had
told them workers’ griev-
ances were receiving at-
tention He said legisla-
tive powers to enable
the Free State legisla-
ture to take action on
grievances of workers
had not yet been re-

ceived from central
government — Sapa
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labour threa eSﬂfKer gmﬁloyers

BRUCE CAMERON
Business Editor

SOUTH African businesses, al-
ready taking 1t on the nose in 1n-
dustrial relations, could find even
tougher times ahead as links be-
tween local umons and interna-
tional labour strengthen

And the problem could be even
worse if the local company has a
strong foreign holding

French-controlied construction
company Basil Read has already
come up against the situatron
with its current industrial dispute
with the Construction and Allied

Workers’ Unton {Cawu)

According to the latest edition
of South African Labour News,
the major International Federa-

tion of Building and Wood Work-
ers has reacted “swiftly and ag-
oreesively to a call for assistance
from huge Cawu

The publication reports “In a
strongly worded letter to Basil
Read, the IFBWW has con-
demned the company’s notice of
dismissal to more than 200 Cawu
members, the lock-out since June
24 over a wage dispute, as well as
ihe use of teargas and police dogs
to disperse picketing employees
by the South African Police Ser-

vices”

The IFBWW told Basil Read
that it supported Cawu’s demands
and said 1t would be taking up the
1ssue with parent company Bou-
gues 11 France

Deputy editor of the publica-
tion Winfifred Everett says the
move by the French Union could
be the thin edge of the wedge

“The IFBWW 1s a massive Or-
ganisation and very powerful 1n
Europe, which will impress the
local unions

“Lock-outs are anathema to 1n-
ternational unionism and 1t 18
quite possible that they would
wish to make this a policy issue
and pull out other workers in
sympathy

“Should the matter end up In
industrial courts one can he cer-
tain the IFBWW will see that its
huge resources are made avail-
able to bring in the biggest la-
bour law guns to present the

Cawu case” .
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Radical socialist predicts workers .
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. DAVID BREIER
Weekend Argus Political Staff o *

At

LEADING African National Con-
gress members of the new govern-

ment have retreated from their so-

cialist ideals, says veteran Cape

Moﬁa radical leader Neville Alexan-
er. O 3 ﬁ

Dr Alexander vows to continue backing
radical worker strikes against capitalism,
accusing the government of working hand 1n
glove with capitalists.

. The political ruling class has changed but
not the economic ruling class, he mamtains

And he confidently predicts a mass break-
away from the ANC alliance 1s mevitable as
workers realise the ANC no longer repre-
sents their interests Workers will form a
new party to fight the ANC m the next gen-
eral elections due m 1999, he says
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will n._mmmiu ﬁrm ANC before next election
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B A new mass workers’ party will break away to fight the next
. general election as the new ANC/SACP-led government has
.retreated from its socialist ideals, says Cape radical left leader

Neville Alexander.:: - e
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Dr Alexander said this in an interview fol- -
_nﬂ_nm a report in Weekend Argus last Sun-
day alleging “mulitant, ultra-left Trotskyites”
were behind the trucker strike that blocked
major highways late last month Trotskyites
in essence believe in continuing revolution
agamst capitalisin,

The report cited members of the Workers’
List Party (WLP) of which Dr Alexander 1s
deputy chatrman, as being behind the block-
ade The WLP fared very poorly n the April
election and won no seats.

Dr Alexander denounced the report as
“red-baiting” and “crass sensationalism of
the worst kind”, But he confirmed that WLP
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. members were involved in most recent
strikes, including the truck blockade and the
motor industry strike. T -

“We supported it but did not inspire it,” he
said of the truck blockade.:® - .

Dr Alexander denied he was a “Trotsky-
ite”, saying he abhorred labels. He con-
firmed that some WLP members shared the
ideas followed by Leon encﬁ_ﬁ but he said
the WLP was an “amalgam<~of=different
strands”, O

He would continue opposing capitalism “as
long as there is private ownership of the
means of production — as long as the poten-
tial for exploitation exists”.
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Dr Alexander said the WLP was a revolu-
tionary party, but this did not mean it st<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>