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AN 1nvestigation 1s to be
launched into the “debacle” 1
the city council cash-receiving
offices that led to loss of in-
come from interest after
cheques were left uncashed

The city council voted unani-
mously at 1ts monthly meeting
on Thursday {o tell the execu-
tive committee to report to 1t
each month on the progress of
the probe and on what disc-
phnary action could be taken.

Exco was asked to “com-
mence 1mmediately” a set of
auditors’ recommendations,
grven to the city treasurer In
July last year

Exco chairman Mr Richard
F'riedlander said several of the
auditors’ recommendations
were already being implement-
ed, according to a progress re-
port

An ombudsman’s report, the

Y

! ﬁ;.m N »
b 1 :l

THE chamrman of the Cape

may quit. Reports

j== T ?'.I"'} [hﬂvd;, . { !
! ?J:':‘r"&ﬂ--t"l., \ i

il Moy, gt o2
., '.".__. .o _..:. ..'

Friedlander keeps mum

JEAN LE MAY, Weskend Argus Reporter
JEAN L A, e e

Town City Council Exco, Alderman
Dick Friediander, has refused to comment on speculation that he

of the speculation mm The Argus on Thursday

caused a furore at the city council meeting (full report, page 6).
Questioned on the subject, he said: “1 den’t think this 1s an 1ssue
we should be discussing; I think an apology would be more In or-

der than your question.”

Asked 1if he intended standing in September for re-election as
chairman of Exco, he said. “I refuse to comment. I may stand or ’!
may not stand — I'm not prepared to say any more at present.

@ Full reports of council meeting, page 6.
W

auditors’ report and the debate
revealed problems ranging
from low morale, understafiing
and lack of security in cash oi-
fices to mefficient methods of
processing payments
Wide-ranging recommenda-
tions 1n the auditors’ report m-
cluded upgrading the chief
cashier’s post to one that re-
cognised the responsibility at-

tached to 1t, as well as chang-
ing procedures at cash offices

Other recommendations
were closing unnecessary cash-
recewving offices, reorganisimng
the cash divisien, 1mplement-
ing a single-queue system at
the civic centre, redefining Job
descriptions and staggering

due dates of accounts

—_d -

- Council cash-offi

Ombudsman Mr Grainger

Heugh's findings 1ncluded

@ Cash-office staff felt they
worked 1n a “dumping ground”
which senior management
were doing httle to improve 1n
the face of increasmg responsi-
bilities,

@ The chief cashier suffered
“severe psychiatric handicaps”
because of job stress and was
away from office for 276 days
in three years, and

® The city treasurer should
meet staff regularly to moti-
vate them about the i1mpor-
tance of the “somewhat hum-
drum” work of the office

In the council debate, Mr Ar-
thur Wienburg said 1t was evi-
dent the problem stretched
back to 1986

“We cannot go on having de-
bacles of this magnitude,” he
said, It was part of “one of the
major debacles to hit this city”
that cash-office staff took their

B Turn to page 3
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floats home:with them on pub-
lic transport.

Mrs Eulalie Stott said the
execuntive committee had been
let down by officials, because
full mformation had not been
given to them when they tried
to clarify the situation.

Mr Abe Katz said it was
alarming that the council had
voted to create a new bureau-
cracy-— a fully-fledged depart-
ment ﬂnf personnel — on the

— s —r——

day another department had
shown “gross neglect”

Mr Louis Kremner said the
misconception that the execu-
tive committee was aware of
the problem and did nothing,

had to be corrected

Exco had appoimnted an 1n-
vestigation when the problem
came to is attention, and had
commussioned a value-for-mon-
ey review.

Mr Leon Markovitz said he
was concerned that a ‘“witch-

hunt” would worsen staff mo-
rale

Mr Friedlander said the
problem could be cured ‘“to-
morrow — by throwing money
at it, by hiring 20 to 30 more
staff”. His committee was
treating the matter with great
concern and would ensure a
full investigation

The motion to probe the cash
office and mvestigate disciphin-
ary action, proposed by Mr

Wienburg, was adopted unani-
mously




By PETER DENNEHY

THE loss of 1n(1:0me to the Cape
Town City Council through depos-
iting cheques late “must obvious-
ly be 1n excess of R1mllion”,
councillor Mr Arthur Wienburg

estimated this week

Last year, nearly R400 000 had been
“Jost” 1n this way, he said Yet the
problem 1n the council’s cash office
goes back to 1986

He called for the officials responsi-
ble to be 1dentified'and censured or
dismissed, 1if necessary

His motion for the executive com-
mittee to 1nvestigate who was respon-
sible for the loss of such vast sums 1
iterest — through cheques deposited
late’ — was passed unanmimously

Mr Wienburg also said cashiers at
some of the council’s cash offices with
no safes had to take their cash floats
home — using public transport

This was disclosed 1n a report by

management services company Aiken
|
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and Peat, which was commissioned by
the city treasurer in April last year to
undertake a ‘‘value-for-money’” as-
sessment of the cash offices

Mr Wienburg said once there were

445 boxes of undeposited cheques

worth R20 million at the cash office 1n
the civic centre

“For that, somebody must be an-
swerable They must take responsibil-
ity They must be censured, or if nec-
essary dismissed, as happens 1n the
big world out there” |

Mr Wienburg said a sentor cashier
1n the city treasurer’s cash office was
absent from work for 144 days 1n 1989
— almost half the working days that
year — and for 30 days the following
year, and 100 days last year

He claimed the man could not cope
with the responsibility of dealing with
an annual mflow of R2 billion — an
average of R1 million an hour

Mr Wienburg said exco should 1n- |

form the council what disciphinary ac-
tion could be taken
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LUNCHES enjoyed by councillors and
the press on. the occasion of monthly
council-meetings may soon consist of
“a gne-plate meal or light snacks” con-

sumed in 45 minutes instead o¢f the-
T2IS 1920 -

present hour or more.C.
Mr Chris Joubert has proposed that
the executive committee should inves-

tigate and reporf-on sich a curtail-
ment 2&3:?

At the council’smonthly meeting on
Thursd?.y he also moved that exco fry

—

lors to trim-lunches?.

to cut the 'catering 'budget, including

'the allocation for ecivic functions, to'a

bare mimimum until the economy im-
proves

Mr Markovitz said he was not op-
posed to pruning the catering budget
appropriately, but also not inclined to
go all out to impress the publie by
cutting back a once-a-month meal |
“Next we will bring our sandwiches
and little green apples,” he said.

The motion was passed with an over-
whelming majority.
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Hurly in huff@8)
Municipal Reporter |
MR Rupert Hurly, 'a
councillor 'for Ronde-
bosch,, left 'the" council
chamber 1mn a huff on |
Thursday after the lost
his chance to have his'
say on medals for alder- |
men and freemen pf the
aty, CT 216 [42
Protesting about being
“muzzled”, he gathered
up his papers and
stormed out* He re-
turned to the chamber a
while later, however l*
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angry over Press reporis.

Mu__nicipalfleporta;r

CITY council executive committee
chairman Mr Richard Friedlander
reacted angrily to a report in The
Argus on Thursday of speculation
about his possible resignation.

Mr Friedlander reacted almost
immediately after a copy of the re-
port, headlined “Friedlander ex-
pected to resign today”, was given
to lim at the Civic Centre.

Busimess was interrupted in or-
der to allow Mr Friedlander to ad-
dress the council.

]  “I am incensed at the article in
| The Argus,” said Mr Friedlander,
and said he wanted to express his
concern at this kind of reporting.

He said the reporter had had am-
ple chance to ask him to comment
on speculation he was to resign, be-
cause they had been in the same
hotel durmg this week’s Cape Prov-
ince Municipal Assocation congress
in East London, had travelled to
the airport in the same car and had
flown to Cape Town on the same
aircraft on Wednesday.

Speculation about Mr Fried-
lander’s possible resignation only
emerged on Thursday mornmng and
Mr Friedlander could not be
reached for comment because he
was chairing an Exco meeting.

Early on Thursday, Mr Fried-
lander had 1ssued a lengthy state-
ment hitting back at council erit-

jes. Mr Friedlander’s statement .

was published in full in The Argus
on Thursday. :

There were hisses and cries of
“skande” in the chamber during his
address and several other council-

lors took to the floor to slam the
Press. ‘
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" Friedlander

" Incensed &
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- speculation
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During debates on councillors’
allowances and golden badges —
issues which have been highlighted
in leiters to the Press and in edito-
rial comment — salvoes were fired
by councillors who blamed the
Press for their poor public image.

@ Mr Leon Markoviiz, during the
debate on the golden badges issue:

“It is disgusting that a news-
paper, possibly stirred by some
councillors — or councillor — went
on as if councillors had their hand
in the petty-cash box.

“Further irresponsibility by the
Press was a report in the (Week-
end) Argus about Mr David Bloom-
berg. *

“It needs' to be said Mr Bloom-
bexg. served this city in exemplary
fashion,” said Mr Markovitz.

“He got his badges 20 years ago,”
gaid Mr Richard Friedlander, re-
ferring to claims that Mr Bloom-
berg was in line to get a golden
hadge.

® Mr Joe Rabinowitz, in the
same debate:

“When 1 first read this report, I
thought, what a wonderful opportu-
nity for mischief-making — the
Press has taken full advantage”.

He said there was an attempt in
the English-language Press “to
bludgeon us into non-acceptance”.

® Mr Leon Markovitz, durmg the
debate' on allowances, said a “few
councillors and the Press” had
raised a storm about the issue.

® Mrs Joye Gibbs asked the
chairman of the executive commit-
tee “what steps” were envisaged
“to overcome the problem of mis-
informatin in the Press with regard
to council matters’.-
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PAPER certificates may
replace gold badges for al-
dermen and ifreemern, de-
pending on the outcome of a
city council mvestigation

The counctl asked the execu-
tive committee ths week 1o 10~
vestigate and report back on
«“gppropriate” aldermen’s and
freemen’s badges — and ac-
cepted an amendment by Mr
Peter Muller extending the 1n-
vestigation to include handing
out certificates

The pro osed gold badges,
collectively costing R19 209,
have been the focus of letters
in the Press and were cited by
Admimstrator Mr Kobus Meir-
ing this week as an example of
unnecessary spending

The badges, approved by the
civic honours committee, were
meant to replemsh stock or-
dered after the original 1974
resolution to give out badges 1n
recognifion of service

Councillors become alder-
men 1if they have 20 years’ ser-
vice or are former mayors

Mrs Joan Kantey said poten-
t1al recipients should have been
consuited She was deeply dis-
tressed by the “yituperation”
caused by news of the badges

“All of us stand’ by our repu-
tation, which means more to us

than metal badges,” she sald.

Mr Joe Rabmnowiiz said the
Press had used the opportunity
of the badges to “take a bash at
Mr David Bloomberg”

A newspaper report that Mr
Bloomberg, a former mayol
now lLiving 1n London, had
pressed for the hadges was 1n-
correct

‘Veteran councillor Mr Ra-
binowitz — also a potential re-
cipient of a badge — said 1t
was Mr John Tyers who had
pushed for the alderman Sys-
tem. |

«1 say to ‘council, ‘I don't
want your badge, but I shall
accept 1t’,” said Mr Rabmowitz

Mayor Mr Frank van der
Velde — who was handed &
closed empty box at his instal-
lation because supplies of
badges had run out last year —
sa1d the bulk of the R19 200
would go for dies, while the s1%
pbadges cost R1300 each, Other
1tems mcluding tie-pins made
up the rest of the cost

Mr Sol Kremer said a city
| yeweller “disgusted with the de-
. hate m the Press” had offered
to give the council — free of
charge — gold-plated badges
for aldermen

It would he a disgrace 1f the
council had to accept them,
said Mr Kreiner.
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h office

By EVE vosLoo (263
HE Cape Town City Council’s cash office, which
channels R2 billion: a year into the city’s coffers —-

sometimes at a rate of R1 milhon an hour — had big
backlogs of unbanked cheques as far back as 1986 |

The backlogs at times amounted to R20m in a single
month and cost the city about R300 000 1n lost interest 4

This was confirmed 1n reports by the City Ombudsman, .
Mr Gramnger Heugh, the council’s auditors Deloitte Pim *

a bhEe s bR W T e B e

.Goldby and management consultants Aiken‘and Peat,*

placed before the council’s monthly meeting this week. .
The council’s auditors say the losses 1n interest he-r

tween July 1991 and December 1991 were R286 446 '

| or improve the situation in the cash office

| bad umproved greatly, he said "4 - VIR

City councillor Mr Arthur Wienburg, whose questions-)

| in' council first brought the matter to the public’s atten- ;

tion, says a further R109 242 should be added for April, ¢
May.and June 1991, bringing the total loss to R395 688 ¢

The council meeting also heard that 3151 Cl?_

@ The former chief cashier, who has since retired on
health grounds, suffered “severe psychiatric handicaps” ¢
because of job stress and was off sick 276 days in three &
years— but nothing was done by h1s superiors to momtor,

Btw

T "

@ Siaff morale had been, poor, with staff seeing thes
office as a “dumping ground” %

5

® There was poor security at outlying cash offices —*
meluding faulty foot-activated alarms and cashiers hav-»
e to take therr floats of thousands of rands home aty
night on' public transport e
because some offices did o yrih
not have safes Park]ng P
® Some, cheque hoxes g

at suburban cash offices feeS’ ‘StOlel:L r

were too small to hold all
the cheques.deposited  TWQ city council employees

r

F oA s

@ On Apr1] 8, 1991 gere arrested last year fory|

there were.45 boxes of ,jlegedly stealing money’
unprocessed cheques for grom parking metres while 1t}
about 54 000 accounts t0-  was being, counted, City?

talling about R20 million  Preasurer Mr E D Landsberg *
- @ Cash office manage- ggpfirmed this week .

ment, making extensive  The men were' found not}
efforts to solve problems gy ity-in court as. there was ]

(hiring -part-time staff . ‘poufficient evidencey

| during unusually busy geainst them.

pertods) generally unsuc-  They had been suspended
cessfully due to lack of py the council but were remn-

I‘ G W’ S R?ﬁl‘l

support from $enior man- ggated — and-are no longers|
£

agement  working with cash. :
Mr Wienburg tabled 2 My Landsherg said 1t hadj

motion 'calling on theé peen ympossible to ascertany

executive committee t0  ¢he amount mvelved as the.]

mvestigate who 15 — OF gyidence was on a television,
was — responsible forthe  yonitoring system and “had*
situation and inform Jarge gaps n it” N

council on a monthly ba-  The Mumeipal Workers':

sis on progress untl it ypion had contested the’)

was cleared up 's SUSPENSIoN
The motion was adopt- men's st ;PE !

ed unanimously - :
Yesterday the city treasurer, Mr E D Landsberg, said:
he took up his post i April last year He heard about the ;
problems nthe cash office within a few weeks .
“T'saw the.big backlog and immediately got as many;
people as possible.io work on it ™, F -
Mr Landsberg said an Organisation and Methods study »
had already‘been.commissioned, but he called 1n man-;

agement consuitants Aiken and Peat whose findings and';'

recommendations were received at the end of July <

A new chief ‘cashier was appointed and as many of ;

effect, he said -The backlog had now been eliminated -

¥ ]

priority’and were being investigated

|- "The 'suburban cash offices were being treated as aJ
1 !

#E
i

1 Atken and Peat’s recommendations as possible put into )

#Mr. Landsberg said he'was also plannmg*tﬁ ppblmlse,a

‘“ther .méthods of ,payment,” including direct ‘debiis+
through' the ' banks;, as this, would help alleviate the:

- :1“#"""‘-—#-' {.:_"

}-préssureof cheques. at the endrofsthe~month -~ L

“He'regularly visited the cash ofiice and staif morale;

E'f rL ‘.|Hl-'t v
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complaints relating to ro-
dent activity in the affect-
ed areas while there was
a decrease'tn such com-
plaints in the rest of the

city” ;

More than 100 pre-sé-
lected dwellings had
been subjected to 741 1n-
spections “which re-
vealed 'an: increase’ 1m
refuse spillage, fly and
rodent activity and offen-
sive odours’, Dr Popkiss
reported

i

erisation”

LAINTS to the city
inereased 1 the areas where refuse collections

have been reduced to once-weekly
The Medical Officer of Health, Dr Michael Pop-
kiss, reporied to the;amenities and health commit-

tee yesterday that there was “g further 1ncrease 1n

i
Random checks
showed a shight 1rglpruvement in other areas
Dr Popkiss said these findings
correctness of the decision to abandon attempts to

f.TSJ( h’l_, Municipal Reporter

council about rats have

AMSTERDAM — Resl-
dents in the Duteh town
of Hoofddorp are throw-
ing away less rubbish
after getting new dust-
bins implanted with ami-
crochip. :
The ‘‘smart’” bins,
which measure how
much refuse is.beng col-
lecied and, allow ihe
council to give refunds
to people’ who throw
away least, have cut
household refuse by 13%

«oonfirmed the

M
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Council’

. The council says .the accounts
and the post: office says there 1s no backlog But at
least one ratepayer who has not received a bili told

Council
bills %

“lost’ in
¢ post

' Municipal Reporter

bOZENS of people 1n several suburbs rcon;-
plained yesterday that they had not received
their regular accounts from Ca

t *

ershe

L | .
h]
1b ¥
J"_i . Lr'
oy b — ¢ :

the Cape Times that his rates were due today

1 A spokeswoman for the council’s public relations
office’ said 64069 letters, including the missing

L

monthly rate hiils, had been posted on April 27

. This ought to have been 1n

have arrived, she said
“We have a bulk post-
Ing receipt number,
455565, from the post
office,’and the date
stamp says April 277

« &, complainant who
called, the Cape Times
said this was the first
time in 20 years that he
had not received his
rates account two or
three weeks before the
due date

“ In Claremont, the
rates were due today, he
said He had been ad-
vised to pay immediately
even though he had not
yet received his bill He
wanted to avoid any sur-
charge for late payment

Copper-cable
thefts costly

Staff Reporter

THE city council has lost
thousands ,of rands n
copper-cable thefts
which has left city high-
ways dark in recent
months,

Deputy City Electrical

Engineer Mr GWF.

Munro said yesterday
that 25 thefts had been
reported since March 1
Suspicious incidents
may be reported to the
council’s security
branch on a . 24-hour ba-

sis, on 47-2305.
EEEE——,——— T

pe Town City

have been posted

good time for them to

- Mr André Joubert, a.public relations officer for
the'post office, said he had established from the eity
council that there had been about 30 or 40 queries
from people who had not recetrved electricity, water
or rates bills

£:“Not all the letters have gone astray I am looking .

at my own rates account, which 1s due today as I live
In Plumstead Mine arrived in the post more than a
week ago ‘ : :

R | will go to each of the {iepﬂts to track this
problem down,” Mr Joubert said

L S T
-__-_-“_—l———-—-—-__-—._—“::,




cludes commitiee member and former chair-

man John Muir, deputy mayor Clive Keegan |

and two former mayors, Gordon Oliver and

Peter Muller

Keegan, speaking 1n his personal capacity,
says a “cnisss of confidence” between the
council and ratepayers has been building for
three years “There’s a perception that we
are mefficient and wasteful of ratepayers’
money

The perception has been fuelled by recent
rows over proposals 1o 1ncrease substantially
councillors’ monthly ailowances and have
gold medals made for long-serving council-
lors and freemen of the city at a cost of
nearly R20 000

Some ratepayer groups believe the spend-
ing on what they see as luxures is unjustified
against a background of other financial
problems, including arrears totalhing about
R22m 1 electricity payments and rent for

| open “We beheved there was a strong need

1 describe 1t as a caucus

LOCAL GOVERNMENT £24_ €/ST92
&5

Cape of storms

The recent formation of what seems to be a
12-member caucus 1 Cape Town City
Council appears to be the first step towards
unseating the executive commuttee this year
Commuttee chairman Richard Friedlander
and deputy Louss Krener are regarded by
some of the caucus as the main reason for
much of the flak being directed at the 34-

member council by angry ra
te
hostile press o payers and &
llBut the problem goes much deeper Like
all other local authorities, Cape Town faces
mlfsswe uncertainty over 1ts political future
ghn:h leads to frustration and mefficwncy,
| 1$ 1s compounded by what 1s widely seen as
a lack of goals and strategic direction, which
makes 1t impossible for the council even to
;?ﬁr;ﬂ;acilmg lfundamental problems like
, homelessness, unemplovm
political alienation Poyment and
In addition, the coun
. ¢il 1s essentially mn a
iame—duck position Local guvernmcntyclcc-
t;lnns were recently again postponed pending
he outcome of constitutional talks Most of
the counciliors are not hikely to be re-elected
In ?unramal elections
he executive comm
1ittee plays a leadin
role In 1mportant decisions affecting CapE
Town’s civic affairs It comprises Fried-
lander and the chairmen of four standing
%cl:]mmlttecs They are all elected councillors
wﬂﬁ;‘; :;?s ?1 suggestion that Friediander
er his resignat:
o gnation recently but he
The commutttee 1s due
to be re-elected this
year and Friedlander and Kremer will al-

most defimtely be opposed if they decide to
stand for re-election The new caucus in-

T g|STTL

level

Keegan says a group of councillors con-
cerned about the deteriorating image of the
council and lack of communication with
ratepayers has existed for some time The
proposed mncrease n allowances prompted 1t
to become more formal and emerge into the

to let the public know that there are some l
councillors who oppose increases in the cur-

rent economi¢c chmate ”
There are other councillors who have not

jomned the group who also oppose the n-
creases and other aspects of council policy

The group — Keegan says 1t’s highfalutin to
— will provide a

umted focus on parficular 1ssues and try to
address them 1n a way that provides direction
for the council *“One of the problems 18 that
the city council is not bemng strongly led It's |

directionless ™
He admuts there 1s little action the group

2L
e
thing It’s not conspiratonial or chquey and

1t’s not based on party-pohtical lines ” But 1t

is the first group of 1its sort ever to emerge
from the Cape Town council and this indi-

| cates the sevenity of the crisis

— —ny -F

CURRENT AFFAIRS

The proposed increases for Cape Town’s

councillors are, meanwhile, 1n line with gov-

ernment policy to allow a nationally uniform
structure of allowances for town and city
councillors based on the grading of their
mumnicipalities Grades range from one to 15
and depend on total spending
The go-ahead for the increases came last
year They had to be phased in over three
years and were retroactive 1o January 1
1991 They provide for mayors — the top
earners — to be paid R9013 a month (as
much as MPs) by 1993 A number of coun-
cils have already accepted and implemented
the increases but none 18 obliged to do so
In Cape Town’s case —a grade 15 muni-
cipality — monthly allowances for ordmnary

council housing and backlogs in payments
for houses sold by the council A shortage of
funds has also forced the cutback or pro- |
posed cutback n a number of council ser-

vices mcludmg hibranes and refuse removal
Charges for other services have been or will

soon be increased, some substantially

Last year, Cape Town increased municl-
pal rates by 16,5% and the levying of VAT
on service charges put another 4% on to
ratepayers’ costs The increase in rates this §

| into a post-apartheid era »

year 1s expected to be at about the same

| can take, apart from predicting 1ssues that

are hikely to be contentious and then propos-
mg what 1t believes will be an acceptabie
policy to deal with them “The problem
many of us have 1s that until we are seen to
put our own domestic affairs 1n order, we
won’t regain the political and moral author-
ity needed to lead Cape Town and the region

does not aim to topple

He says the group
“It’s a simple, innocent

anyone Or any group

councillors can increase to R2 253 at the
begming of 1993 — an 88% 1ncrease Over
two years The mayor’s ajlowance can 1in-
crease from R4 800 to R9 013 over the same

period
The allowances are based on an MP’s pay

Grade 15 mayors may earn 100% of an MP’s
pay The allowance then decreases by 6,75%
of an MP’s pay for each step down the
grading ladder t0 5.5% of an MP’s pay for

grade one mayors |
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CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reparter

METROPOLITAN government for greater
Cape Town 15 loomung — but the main play-
ers have yet to get down to details about the

shape of the future city

This emerged at an Idasa sernar, where organi-
sations from the African National Congress to the
Cape Town Chamber of Commerce were invited to
grve their views

Deputy Mayor Mr Clive Keegan used the occasion
to make an 1umpassioned plea — supported by others
— for those bound together in the greater city not to
hade behind ideological purity to keep out of discus-
S10118.

Key issues to be decided include the boundaries of
the city and who will finally decide them

ANC local government commuission meinber
Amanda Younge said the movement hoped to make
its deeision at the end of the month, following dis-
cussion of its draft poliey document on local govern-
ment. -

Ly-te

Big decisions

A natwenally negotiated framework for reform

TS was needed, she said

Local government should play a central role m
building democracy, m development and 1n the fair
distribution of resources y

The ANC rejected a property-based franchise for
local government.

““Where local government is not funded solely
through property rates, there is no reason to exclude
people who do not pay those rates,” Ms Younge said

Chamber of Commerce spokesman Mr Bob Wood
said metropolitan government should provide bulk
services and socio-economic upliftment.

Regional services councis in thewr present form
were approptiate for this becaunse of the lack of
fiscal control and the lack of direct election.

Thete should be a cut in State nmpwﬁun_uw on admin-
_mn_m_mnn:. but not on socio-economic needs, Mr Wood
sal

Mr Keegan said the city council had spent consid-
erable trme and energy on preparing documents on
the future of local government, hut had not finahsed

fo

Shape' of future
city still has to
be worked out

its position

But the City Council definitely did not see itself as
the metropolitan authorty for the future greater
Cape Townh

Emphasising that be was speaking in hus personal
capacity, Mr Keegan said metropolitan government
should be supported by strong local authorities “with
considerably redrawn boundaries™

“Whatever model we choose, 1t must be clearly
and manifestly the product of a lengthy period of ne-
gotiation An attempt from any capital, be it Pre-
toria or Mamelods, to impose a solution would be di-

N

ang al5112
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sastrous,” Mr Keegan said.

Representation on the metropolitan eouncil should
be a “hybrid” of directly-elected representatives of
residents, and local authorities et N

There was “a gathering sense of impatience
about the fallure to start discussion about the metro-
politan future, be said *

N,

5 -
Mr Roger Ronnie, SA Mumecipal Workers' Union

Town

Local government analyst Mr Holand Hunter said
any new system of local government would have
failed if 1t did not make 2 material difference to the
hves of the poor
. He said a “substantially reorgamsed” system was
needed, instead of just {nkering with the present
one

Mr Hunter said the most hkely possibility for met-

executive member, said the cost of electrification - ropolitan government was between the extremes of

and road-building in the poorer areas of the future
greater Cape Town should not fall on the people hv-
ing in those areas .

Democratic Party local government spokesman
Mr Jasper Walsh satd the “very lack of local govern-
ment” was contributing to violence in South bmﬁnmh
socicty - s Eren s

Cape Areas Housing Action Committee chairman
Mr Wilfred Rhodes said civie associations should
take the nitiative m starting debate on the metro-
politan future hhﬂnh.x a

But, he said, “while we are talking here,
are being battered and murdered on the platielan
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being an admimstrative arm of the state, and being
weak 1n relatton to strong local councils.

The worst of all worlds would be a messy compro-
mise of various ophions, he said,

Author and analyst Br Donald Craythorne said the
key 1ssues of future metropolitan government were
what their boundaries ard functions would be, and
how they would be financed

Factors which would influence what sort of met-
ropolitan authority should be set up included finan-
eial viability, functional faetors such as population

ple and geography, and political factors such as 1deolo-

gy and accountability

‘Give city bodies
a break; tell them

what’s coing on’




? By EVE VOSLOO

THE Cape Town City Council has made an urgent
appeal to the House of Representatives for more than |,
R67 million for housing

A report submitted to the eity council’s housing com-
mittee this week says the council 1s asking for this
alloeation from funds the HoR 1s to receive from the
government for the 1982/83 financial year

The chairman of the housing commuttee, Mr Neil
Ross, said i an interview this week that the council
needed the money urgently as 1t had a backlog of about
45 000 families in need of housing, .

He said the government had cut funding to the coun-
cil about three years ago -

Before that the city received about R80 mullion a year
and had the capacity to build 800 to 900 houses a
month Instead, during 1991 for example, the counenl
had only been able to build 187 houses :

Mr Ross said the city’s housing problem was not
«yisible” 1n the sense that it consisted of between
140 000 and 150 000 people living 1n more than 20 000
backyard “pondoks” g

“Money 15 being thrown at visible places like Cross-
roads, while no funds have been allocated to build
houses for people who have lived in the Peninsula for
years,” he sai

A Priority |
The projerts specified 1n the appeal, 1n order of
priority are
@® R1,8 milhon for 83 houses 1n Lavender Hill East.
Pl. R28,7 million for 1483 houses in Area L, Mitchells
aim
@ R10,5 million for another 538 houses 1n Lavender
Hill East
® R15 million for informal housing 1n Vrygrond and
other areas .
® R5 million for housing maintenance in various
areas
@ R4 million to upgrade housing environments (fenc-
ing and broken gates ete 1n various areas, and
® R2.4 miilion for housing for the aged 1n Parkwood
Mr Ross said preference 1n the allocation of funds by }
agencies like the independent Development Trust was
being given to people in squatler areas, resumably on
the assumption that people living tn bac ards at least
had access to water and toilet facilities ~
But the sovernment’s R2 billion allocation to the IDT
was not additional funding for housing, he said.
«1t 15 really a redistribution of funds which used to go
to the municipahties” ~ A
@ The Western Cape United Squatters’ Association |
-t gaxd-thrs-week that” shout 5 000 Heaple-were COMINE: |
into Cape Town every month since the serapping of
mflux control Only about 20 percent of them had jobhs
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Bester said the new 24-member couneyl,
SA’S first nonraciaj city counci, would
take office once Cape Admimstrator Ko.
bus Meiring and Locai Government Mipys.
ter Leon Wessels had approved the city’s
application submitted ]

“If we recerve approval, we will car
On with the execution of the plan to form 3
single colineil,” saiqd Bester

* He said the council would reman an
Interim body unt)] hational negotiations on
local government had reached consensus
Nonracia) Minicipal elections would
also take place only once 1ssues hag been
thrashed out at national level, he said

Bester said the 41 councillors currently

ast month
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he said, no forma)
ted with the ANC.
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' Munieipal Reporter ’ A,
THE Admnistrator of the Cape, Mr
Kobus Meiring, and the chairman of
Cape Town City Council execufive
committee, Mr Richard Friedlander,
met yesterday — but their recent pub-
lic quarrel was not on the agenda
Last month Mr Meiring slammed the
councll for cancelling the Founder’s
Day ceremony, planning gold medals
for councl members, approving al-
lowances for mayors™ wives and mak-
INng unnecessary journeys
Mr Dirk Smit, a spokesman for the
CPA, said the meeting was “routine”
After the meeting, he had told BJr

Meiring of the Cape Times’ question
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what'had been discussed
Mr Meiring had replied that he had
made an off-the-cuff remark about
Founder's Day under the “general”
item on the agenda

At 1ast month'’s eity council meeting,
Mr Friedlander moved that “we await
the outcome of an 1mformal meet-
ing with the admunistrator that has
been arranged’ before the council
voted on Mr Ne1l Ross’ motion that the
council should express 1ts concern at
the way 1t had been attacked by the
administrator At thlSE Mr Ross with-
drew his “motion of exigency”’ pend-
ing the result of Mr Friedlander’s dis- |
cussions with the administrator
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- Every badge

¢ A .
f

VAT, and they will be ordered as
required. No stocks will be held.

. . Municipal Reporter B
SOLID gold badges will no longer
be given to aldermen of the Cape  The council will also pay for the

Town City Council after 20 years of die in which the medals will be cast,

sérvice or.a stint as mayor following, which will cost 'R880 including
an’ outcry over the projected costs.;| VAT'L * |

Instead, they ~will get silver Spokesman Mr Chris Glaum said
badges which are gold plated, the the previously proposed gold
executive committee recommended badges had been considerably more
yvesterday. ~ T - expensive -
- These will cost R330 ~each - plus The original 15 badges and three

n —_

to have a silver

dies would have cost R19 200.

® Exco did not go along with Mr
Chris Joubert’s suggestion that,
lunch for councillors, senior offi-
cials and the press on the oceasion -
of the council’s monthly. meeting:
should be cut down to a single-dish
meal, with the lunch break reduced
to 45 minutes in a bid to further
reduce costs.

Yet it agreed with him that ex-

e cr B .

ing-exco fo investigate who was re-
sponsible for the loss of hundreds of
thousands of rands — possibly more
than a million — 1n lost interesi on
cheques that were deposited late by
the council. - TR,

4

er possible. ;
@ City treasurer Mr Edd:ze Lands-

berg has been asked by exco to re-
port on progress made in an invesfi-

gation arising out of the late

penses should be E._n_“m..,m_mn wherev-

depositing of cheques which caused A suggestion that all heads of de- |
a further outcry when the loss of partments should Submit routine

revenue became public

A motion was passed unanimously
at last month’s council meeting ask-

monthly reports to exco about what
departments

is going on in -their
was rejected.
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Municipal Reporter
THE inner workings of
the city council could
be conveyed “via the
John Cleese-type of
presentation, that is,
where the message
lies 1n the humour”, 1t
was suggested yester-
da:g

The suggestion was
made 1n a working group
report dealing with a

proposed “community 11-
aison function”

The 1dea of the council
setting up such a liaison
unit arose afier exco con-
stdered the report from
the ad hoc committee for
an open Cape Town

A need was 1dentified

' R1,2m fuel-saving

proposal doubted

Municipal Reporter

A REPORT which claims that the Cape Town
City Couneil could save R1,2 million a year in
fuel costs if its drivers go on a course was
sceptically received by the execufive com-
mittee yesterday

Exco had before 1t a proposal for the impie-
mentation of a “vehicle incident prevention

programme” to reduce accidents and upgrade
the standard of driving.

The report, from the town clerk’s office,
suggested that a two percent a year reduction
in fuel costs over four years was achievable.

Exco spokesman Mr Chris Glaum sald yes-
terday 1t was decided to “get the team respon-
sible for preparing the report to argue in

to improve the council’'s
‘l‘mterface with the pub-
IE”

Those on the working group includ-
ed city admimstrator Mr Gys Hofmeyr,
deputy Medical Officer of Health Dr
Nula Durcan, planner Mr R A Gentle
and facilitator Ms Helen Zille

Another suggestion was supplying
toll-free numbers to facilitate dia-
logue between individuals, commun-
1ty organisations and the council

Regional radio stations could also
be asked to allocate specific fimes to

favour of 1t”

community or council 1ssues

The John Cleese’ video suggestion
mentioned 1n the report did not make
it 1into the recommendations at the
end of the report, however

Instead, the recommendations were
that counci} officials should be edu-
cated 1n protocol and conflict resolu-
t1on, that resource directories should
be produced, and that some toll-free

telephone numbers should be estab-
lashed

e



Eastern Cape
News Agency

ACTIVISTS, umonists and
clvic orgamsation mem-
hers are staging a sit-in at
the Cape Provincial Ad-
mimsiration offices 1n Port
Elizabeth 1n protest at the
retrenchment of 357 Ibhayi
workers

The delegation has been
profesting since noon on
Monday, after a meeting
with the CPA failed to re-
solve the i1ssue

A spokesman for the
ANC, Mr Phila Nkay, said
today the sit-in would be
indefinite

“The delegation took

the decision to stage the sit-
1in because of the mntransi-
gence of the authorities as

indicated by their attitude
to the corruption cases,
their basic neghgence of
the livelthood of our people
and the unilateral decision
over the retrenchments,”
said NKkayi

He “vaid on Monday
night, when they went to
take food to the delegation,
there was a strong presence
of riot pohcemen

“We were not allowed
to give them food Dunng

— ]
- -

the day they were also re-
fused food I think 1£1s a
basic breach of basic hu-
man rights to refuse people
food They have not ealen
since noon Monday,”’ sad
Nkayi

He said if no positive re-
sponse was made by the
CPA today there wouldbea
“small march to demand
that the comrades be given
a hearing, as they are the
representatives of the
workers’’

CPA regional repre-
sentative Mr Danie
Bezuidenhout said yester-
day morning the police had
been infonmed of the situa-
tion but no action had been
taken against the demon-
stralors




WESTERM CAPE

The Cape’s ¢
The western Cape economy has shaken off its
Cinderella image and 1s performing consis-

tently better 1n most sectors than the rest of
the country.

A detailed socio-economic study of the
region by Wesgro, a private sector-funded
development promotion organisation, has
been published in a book, South Africa’s
Leading Edge, A Guide to the Western Cape
Economy It shows that, while the Wit-
watersrand leads 1n some respects, the west-
ern Cape 1s ahead of the rest of SA
development Unemployment 1s lower, edu-
cation and health standards are ligher, ur-
banisation has progressed further and per
capita personal income levels are “consider-
ably” mgher

Policies that hobbled the region’s growth
in the Sixties and Seventies — 1ndustrial
decentrahisation, high mmport tanffs, lack of
systematic support for smaller enterprises
and coloured labour preference — have
largely been abandoned Restructuring in
the Eighties opened the way to an average
economic growth rate of around 3%, com-
pared with a national average of only 1%

Though the region lacks a mmng sector, 1t
compensates with relatively higher contribu-
tions from other sectors than 1s the norm in
the rest of SA This means the western Cape
has a broader based and better balanced
economic structure than any other region
and 1s shielded from violent cychcal fluctua-
tions prevalent in regions with a dominant
sector, such as mining on the Witwatersrand
and the motor mdustry 1n the eastern Cape

The absence of a domunant base minerals
sector has discouraged the establishment of
heavy industry complexes and encouraged
the manufacture of “high value-low mass”
consumer goods and given the small business
sector scope for development The region has
not suffered the worldwide decline 1n trad:-
tional growth sectors such as mining, base
metals, iron and steel, electricity generation
and staple food export production

On the contrary, virtually all the newer

growth sectors, hike hi-tech, upmarket cloth-
ing, tourism, education, printing and pub-
lishing, light industrial consumer goods, pro-
cessed high-value agricultural products,
financial and professional services and the
informal sector are either already estab-
lished or well suited to the region

Though the population in the greater west-
ern Cape 1s large enough to support

ng edge

existing local industries, industrial expansion
18 “vitally dependent” on inter-regional and
international markets A surplus in inter-
regional trade now covers the deficit
foreign trade and ensures the mamtenance of
a positive trade balance

Tourism 1s one of the region’s best bets.
Drrect spending 1n this sector in 1990 was
estimated at R535m with another R 1bn add-
ed through the muitiplier effect

Financial services are also important
They currently contribute a greater percent-
age of the region’s Gross Geographic Prod-.
uct (GGP) than 1s the case on the Wit-
waterstand 15,1% compared with 12,2%

The contribution to the national figure is
growing — and will probably continue to do
50 — while the Witwatersrand’s 1s declining,

The western Cape’s contribution of 15,8%
1970 grew to 18,6% in 1990, while the
Witwatersrand’s declined from 60,8% to
44% over the same period )

The western Cape produces more business
and management trammees than the re-
gton can absorb, due to the reputation of
local educational mnstitutions. But there is an
urgent need for more traiming facilities for
black managers/entrepreneurs

Younger managers/entrepreneurs (in the
2545 age group) tend to move out of the
region to accept better offers — but expect to
return at some stage — while older people
aged 40-60 who value the Cape Iifestyle are
less willing to move even for good offers

r

Lond area 3

The region covers 4% of SA’s land area,
has just over 9% of the country’s population
and produces 13% of GDP. Its 3,7m popula-
tion 1s largely urbanised Only 11% was
classified rural m 1990 compared with 48%
for SA More than 85% of the people live
metropolitan Cape Town

An average annual growth rate of 1,8% is
expected to push the population to 5,2m by
2010, which will be just under 9% of SA’s
total compared with just over 9% at present.

The rapid inflow of migrants from the
castern Cape 15 reshaping the development
process and poses a formidable challenge to

the region. But 1t has the land, water and |

basic agricultural resources to absorb a sig-
nificantly larger population.

Based on 1989 data from the Development
Bank of Southern Africa, the sectors contri-
bution of Region A (of which the western

Cape forms 90%) to SA’s GGP was agricul-
ture 19,9%, manufacturing 11,9%, construc-
tion 11,7%, trade and accommodation

16,3%, transport and communication 16,2%,
finance and business services 18.6%

The region’s contributions are consistently

higher than its population share and, with
the exception of manufacturing and con-
struction, remained stable or increased in the
14 years to 1989

Manufacturing 1s the region’s most 1mpor-
tant sector, contnbuting 24,6% of GDP n
1990, according to Wesgro estimates, fol-
fowed by community and social services at
19,8%, trade and accommodation 15,7%,
finance, insurance and related fields 15,1%,
transport and communicatton 9,9%, agricul-
ture 7,8%, construction 4,2%, electricity, gas
and water 2,7%, and mining 0,2%

Of the 1,3m-plus economically active peo-
ple, about 850 000 are employed in the for-
mal sector and 165 000 each in the informal,
“survival self-employment” and unemployed
sectors. The annual increase i the size of the
labour force 1s estimated at 30 000-44 000

Towns on the fnnge of the metropolis —
with the exception of Atlantis, a relatively
unsuccessful industrial decentralisation de-
velopment — are considered well potsed for
major growth during the Nineties They 1n-
clude Paarl, Stellenbosch, Somerset West,
Strand and Wellington Growth m these
towns will centre on agriculture and agn-
industries, services, tourism and hight and hi-

* tech industry

Wesgrow executive director David Bridg-
man says the western Cape needs a strong
“regional economic lobby™ to ensure equita-
ble treatment under national economic poli-
cy. For example, he says, the new emphasis
on beneficiation neglects the needs and po-
tential of the region, forcing 1t to subsidise
massive capital-intensive beneficiation pro-
jects bemng promoted m the PWV

He believes tourism can gain from benefi-
ciation through initiatives such as tax breaks
for new hotels But he 1s concerned about the
relative lack of support for manufacturers of
exports and would like to see help in the form
of customs privileges within an export pro-
cessing unit.

He attributes the authonties’ mability to
formulate clear policy on such issues to “vac-
tilation at senior level” and says 1t indicates
the difficulty 1n shifting from import subst-
tution to export competitiveness

m
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CAPE TOWN — -
ernment structures’ ‘in

the Cape Penmsula must
be rationalised to bring
the rates burden on busi-
| ness down to more
‘ reasonable levels, outgo-
ing Cape Chamber of

Kenneth Marcus said
yesterday. ¥ "
Speakmng at the annual
meeting of the chamber,
Marcus said a new, effi-

cient system of 1
guvernment was neces-
sary to cut the costs of

- - __, .;’-
smgsa S
A | .

adrumstration. 75> " 4

«gome local authorities in
| ihe Cape Peninsula are
)| getting together,. 10

pationalise services, and
. » pnumber are even talk-
ing about possible mergs

Ll

!

1

{| ers, but this somewhat

| tentative initiative

. needs to be given added

\ momentum to precapi-

' tate real results,” Mar-

;' cus said. He added that

. the chamber supported
calls for a mini-Codesa

0|  on metropolitan govern-

» ment for the Cape. .
He pomted to a “disturbing
trend” of some local au-
thorities seeking group-
. ings that excluded finan-
oal responsibility for
the newly urbanised
2 squatter settlements. -
Measures taken by the
! Cape Town City Council
E were welcome, but the
—! council still had a long
I} mwmmiy‘
ed | Marcus felt there was a
til need to create a special
l¢
en
as
ha

R = Fi o

-‘_41
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. agency devoted to spear-
_heading the western
; Cape’s export drive and
* to cultivating an export
s{| '.culture among manufac-
¢ P turers. He suggested that
v ; orgamsed business, local
a guvemment bodies, and
* major players in indus-
0 try, should get together

rd |« to set up a western Cape

X export authority.

1d | The chamber’s new presi-

3l dent is textile agent Wal-
rof ter Hirsch & Co’s CE
; Herbert Hirsch.
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West Cape ‘can be pro

as the Califorma,,,g ,

THE Western Cape should pe promoted as  who discussed South Afriea
the Californa of Africa while South Afriea heid scenarigs Since the Yes vote

ulds 1ts rightfy] Place on the continent He urged South Africans to move ahead
as the equivalent of the Umted States of with confidence and to keep to “high
Amegltca, a leaddmg %men%an advertlsmg road” of development 258
Pracittioner said 1n ape lown J Mr Sunter said the Western e had
Bill Tragos, charrman and Cro and most of the attributes to benefit such
orlidwide, was addressmgagruup “high road” development
O local marketers and advertising people It was a question of 1dent: e re.
lore leaving for Johanneshurg to g eak d y

at the Financia] May] “Welcome back to  810n's strengthg anfd realising their fylf
world advertising” conference potential U S:ML

TBWA Worldwide s 5 major agency with The Cape Town Chambler of Commerce
more than 1 000 employees 1n 13 coun- 1as also recognised the need to 1dentify
tries and billmgs exceedng a billion dol. development 1ssyes prvotal to the achieve.
lars, and 1t 15 50 mpressed with businegs ~ ment of economye rowth 1n the region
Possibilities 1 South Afriea that it has The chamber recently attended the
combined with the expertise of the Hunt Growing the Cape Workshop held 1n the
al network to offer a com-  Cape Town Crvie Centre by Wesgro

rvice from offices situated at A representative Regional Development

the Cape Town Network development Forum was proposed at the workshop as
ed the loca] business COm-  an appropriate vehiele to co-ordinate and
advantage of the goodwillin  facilitate the regional effort necessary to
s flowing from the resound-  achieve economie growth

i the recent referendum A steering committee has been set up to
the same meeting was Clem €xplore the possihlity of creating the pro-

n of the gold and uramum  poged Regional Development Forum, and
lo Ameriecan Corporation  {he chamber pomnts out that organised
head of Anglo’s scenarig planning, business s represented on this commttee




TEATE S TR Wi, A TN sk T T T R e T P AT

— el el o A a e AT

- - — i

—_— ——— — -

L]

. ~—

- Kalk Bay upgrade

project closers.

By PETER DENNEHY

COMPREHENSIVE plans to upgrade
Kalk Bay were approved at a joint
meefing of four committees of the
Cape Town City Council yesterday

Although the execufive committee
and the full eounecil still have to ap-
prove the plans, this should be a for-
mality, as the committees that ap-
proved the plans yesterday are
compnised of all 3¢ Cape Town city
councillors

The upgrading 1nitiative came from
the trustees of the Kaplan-Kushlick
Trust, who made a conditional offer of
R1 million towards the project 1n 1989,
The business community and the city
council each had to contribute the
same amount.

ookt

A long community 1nvolvement was
then i1nmitiated, and this formed the

basis for detmled planning

Plans include

® The land on- which .the fisher—“
men’s fiats are situated will he re-
zoned to “subdivisional area” to' make’
it easier to sell the flats to their occu-
pants under sectional title

® The existing harbour square will
have a border of shops and businesses

at ground level, with restdential
accommodation abuve them

® A stmilar strip of retail develop-
ment with shops on the ground floor
and one or two storeys of residential
accommodation above them for the
area between Jumbo’s Restaurant and
the station parking area
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Dick Friedlander bows out e
after six years in one of G i
the hottest seats in Cape Town

U

Profile: CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Reporter

"B N September, executive commt-
I tee chairman Mr Dick Fried-
lander will bow out after six
years at the helm of a city council
facing extraordmary challenges

He has served the eity for 31 years,
and while today announcing he would not
seek re-election as exco chairman, he did
not say how long he planned to remarn a
councillor

At a 1988 ceremony honouring him for
service o local government, he said “It’s
wonderful {o be a survivor”

The 69-year-old veteran was mayor
from 1971-73, had the task of presiding
over the last “mixed” city council, when
In 1972 government decree removed “col-
oured” councillors from the chamber

An attorney educated at the University
of Cape Town and at Middle Temple, Mr
Friedlander was a member of the Pro-
vincial Council from 1958-65, serving as
United Party chief whip for the last two
years

He has served on a variety of local
government hodies and is a former
chairman of Captour and former presi-
dent of the Chamber of Commerce and
of the Communmity Chest

Perhaps his 1942 to 1945 military
SErvice In air-sea rescue boats was good
preparation for the buffeting at the helm
of the council

ITHIN a year of becoming exco
charrman, he spoke out agamst
government plans to set up
what 1s now the Western Cape Regional
' Services Council He warned that RSCs
would mean further fragmentation of lo-

cal government and an additional burden
on ratepayers

But by the end of 1987 the contro-
versial bodies had to be accepted as a re-
ality and Mr Friedlander said the best
course was {0 make them work in the 1n-
terests of all citizens Today he serves as
" Western Ca

-r

chairman. £1
In 1988,.there were calls for a rate-

pe RSC,finance committee

payers’ referendum and threats of legal
action during the row over the introduc-
tion of a pension fund for counciliors

Mr Friedlander was one of those who
Joined the pension fund and its “buy-
back” scheme, a fact played on by his
critics then and now

HE SAME YEAR, Mr Friedlander

was Involved In a desperate plea

to the government to abandon
free settlement areas legislation and the
Group Areas Amendment Bill

The 1989 budget, of R1,2 billion with a
12 percent rates increase, brought him
warm congratulations from all the coun-
cillors who spoke 1 that year’s debate

But by the next year he had to pen
long letters to the Press to defend com-
plaints ranging from high rates to False
Bay being a “cesspool”

In 1991, soon after celebrating 30 years
on the city councitl, Mr Friedlander
Joined the campaign to stop government
plans to 1mpose VAT on property ser-
vices

But the congratulations on the budget
disappeared as the executive committee
was accused — by a munority of five
councillors — of mismanagement

Last year, the rates mcrease was 16,5
percent — the same as this year— as the
graph rose steadily away from the previ-
ous year’s 14 percent and 12 percent the
year before

Since late last year, the council has
come under new attack. Hard economic
times and uncertainty about the future
fired distrust among ratepayers about
how public money was being spent, while
they saw services being cut

The row over refuse removal cuts
parts of the southern suburbs, a Provin-
cial Administration memorandum pro-
posing huge boosts to councillors’ allow-
ances, th
seemingly exorbitant fees, allegations of
theft of municipal property by council
staff, a mounting debt arrears crisis
and many Jooked to the man at the top,
perhaps unfarly forgetting the doctrine

of collective responsibility means that 34

counclllors could be asked to answer for
the running of the city

But 1t was Mr Friedlander who had to

:_"_—-——_—l_-—_—-_——________

e appoimntment of consultants at

convene Press conferences and ISSUE’
statements, as to the city couneil’s woes
were added rows over spending thou-
sands of rands on golden badges and rev-
elations over irregularities n the cash
receiving department, which cost the
city heavily in lost interest income

The advent of a “caucus” of 12 and a
“non-caucus” of 20 — Mr Friedlander
Joined the latter — brought a new
dimension to local polities, and an

impression of a fractured council
Announcing today that he would not

stand for re-election, he said the past s1x
years had been a period of immense
challenge, during which the transition to
a new pohitical and social dispensation,
rampant wnflation, and the demands of a
rapidly changing soctety had put enor-

mous burdens on councillors and staff
"1 plead with all who love the city and

wish to see 1t prosper to play the ball
and not the man (and) to apply the aud:
alterem partem (let both sides be
heard) rule,” he said

And privately, friends express regret
that someone who has served the city for
long hours and long years steps down
against a background of the council’s
troubled image
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CAPE TOWN — The Cape
Town City Council will
meet today to pass a multi-
billion-rand budget for
1992/93 which 1s expected
to include an merease in
rates of about 16,5%

The council saiud earlier
in the year that an oufer
it of 16,5% had been 1m-
posed on budgetary plan-
mng and 1t was hikely this
has been adhered to

Commumty dissatisfac-
tion over the reduction of
services announced in last
year's budget jad led to
these services being fully
reinstated, with obvious
cost imphcations for the
budget Deferred VAT, too,
came 1to effect on some
services




Plan to qxtend
camp enrag
1 C d owner 2

Y X2 LINDA ENSOR

A\PE TOWN — Hout Bay |

property owners are furi-
ous about Cape Provincal
Administration (CPA) plans
to extend the to
ter settlement 5/ D247 |

Ratepayers say the set-
tlement, Imizamo Yethu
Village, has devalued their
properties and has led to a
higher incidence of crime.

At a meefang of the Hout
Bay Ratepayers’ Associ-
ation on Tuesday, court ac-
tion was threatened to pre-
vent the CPA f{from
extending the settiement to
34hq from 1ts present 18ha

The CPA, which 1s dis-
cussing with the Regional
Services Council the acqui-
sition of additional Iand for
squatter settlement in Hout
Bay, 1s expected to react to
ratepayers’ sentiments lat-

er this week. 21/¢79
In a statement the C

said prelimnary

's squat- ||

discus- |

sions had been held with r

some landowners
“It must be very clearly

|

stated that it was never 1n-

tended to resettle large

numbers of squatters in the

Hout Bay area However,
since a number of homeless
people were found at Prin-
cess Bush, the Disa River,
at the Hangberg and 1n an

|

overcrowded situation I,

the harbour, it was merely
humane to settle them near
their place of employ-
ment,” the CPA said

The only way to prevent
living standards from de-
chning was {0 commence
communty development m

Imizamo Yethu Village.
Sound town planning and

development principles
were being applied i the
village by professional con-
sultants

The CPA said it was pro-
viding ablution and refuse
facilities with a view to 1m-
miment permanent infra-
structure

1
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/By GLYNNIS UNDERHILL

THE city council kept quiet about
the leakage of an excessive quan-
tity of chlorine into the Cape
Town water supply this week to
avold panic, Mayor Mr Frank van
der Velde said yesterday

The overchlorinated water, piped
into homes on the Cape Flats and in
the southern suburbs, had resulted 1n
a few complaints of mild diarrhoea
but no hoespital cases

Acting city engineer Mr Henk Beek-
man sald yesterday that the water sup-
ply was hacl}' to normal

The overchlorination was detected
on Tuesday nmight when Cape Flats
residents complained of a burning
sensation after drinking water

Mr Salie Hendricks of Mitchells
Plam unwittingly changed the water
in his fish pond on Wednesday after-
noon By yesterday morning all his Koi
and goldfish were dead

“T wouldn’t have changed the water
if 1 had beefywarned-about the prob-
lem,” he said

Mr Yanfder Velde said the council

had allowed overchlorinated water
run to waste from mains i1n affected
areas

Mr Beekman said the council had
received 200 complaints on Tuesday,
150 on Wednesday and only a handful
yvesterday Samples taken at some
homes fell within the chlorine lim:t of
up to 0,5 milligrams a litre — but
others had shown more than 3,0 milh-
grams a litre

The Medical Officer of Health, Dr
Michael Popkiss, said that on Wednes-
day the chlorine level was 10 fimes
normal 1n places This level caused
irritation but was not dangerous

“It could cause a burning sensation
in the mouth and on the lips and could
cause vomiting in babies,” he said

Mr Beekman said the water problem
had not been caused by human error

A chlormator pipe had leaked into
water at the Blackheath water treat-
ment plant, and the “plug” of water
with a high concentration of chlorine
had been distributed to other water
p1pes

The counci]l was now 1nserting fur-
ther sampling points along the pipe-
line to give an “early warnming”

W
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Budget :

CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Reporter

CITY councillors have voted 22 to
three at the end of a record 4Yz-hour

budget debate to approve spending of!

more than R2 billion 1n the coming fi-
nancial year

Mr Arthur Wienburg, Mr Rupert
Hurly and Mr Gerry Sullivan voted'
agamet the budget

Apart from executive committee
chairman Mr Dick Friedlander, 21
councillors spoke i the debate

Mr Wienburg said the budget wouid
take R18 milhon from reserves “never
to return®, leaving only R30 rmmillion

A reduction mn staff, privatisation
and rationalisation were needed .

Mr Wienburg protested against
counciliors getting copies of the bud-
get speech just before the special
council meeting while coples were
given to the Press on Wednesday

Mr Hurly said plans for separate
charges for sewerage and refuse re-
moval would cause much extra work

Mr Peter Muller said water and
electricity should be handed to utility
companies The council could buy a
50,1 percent interest in each company
while other metropolitan stakeholders
could also get involved

Mr Clive Justus praised the budget
as one which proved that “Cape Town

" cares”

Mr Leon Markovitz said the rates
increase should have been 185 per-

wpproved <
after record deb

A&

ate

cent Keepmg increases low weuld not
work as a long-term solut:on, 1n part
because the time for redistribution of
wealth had come :

+

., Dr John Sonnenberg described 1t as
“a survival budget”, saymg 1t would
have been better to have a higher
rates increase and provide 'proper
services .

Mrs Eulalie Stott opposed appeels
for privatisation

“It fills me with gloom when 1t 1s
said we must try to retrench people
This council has as one 1its goals job
creation, and how you create jobs by

retrenching your staff, God only
knows ”

She said taxes on undeveloped land

and fines for httering should be used
as sources of income .

Mr Neil Ross warned that user
charges on sewerage and refuse re-
moval would lead to “disaster mn the
townships”

Mr John Mur said more funds for
the council public relations depart-
ment were “desperately needed — not
for ostentatious, glossy advertising

but so that thmge can be explained 1n
detail to the public”

@ Several councillors paid tribute
to Mr Friedlander for his service as
executive committee chairman He
had announced during the budget
speech — his sixth — that he would
not stand for re-election 1n
September.

Tutu slates health privatisation

ANDREA WEISS

Health Reporter . T g\o\n’

A NATIONAL health scheme must be
established urgently to give all South
Africans equal access to health care,

says Anglican Archbishop Desmond
- Tutu

H:s address to the national congress

, of the Academy for Pharmaceutical

Sciences 1n Somerset West today was
read 1n his absence by the chaplain of
the Unmversity of the Western Cape,
the Reverend Courtney Sampson, as
Archbishop Tutu was preparing with
other church leaders to meet the
State President

He criticised an “orgy” of privatisa-

tion in health care which would put
many commodities and services out
of most people’s reach

He said it was scandalous that chol-
era epidemics could happen 1n a coun-
try that had pioneered heart trans-
plants and other advanced medical
technology

The old dispensation had given
South Africa a skewed society and re-
sources were being allocated mequlte-
b].y Alh 1;'&; I

He said the scourge of tuberculosis
1 the poorer sectors of society was
the symbol of a sick society — sick 1n
the sense that TB could never take
hold in a social environment that pro-
vided effective health care for all

I-,.
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Some city workers@)
will lose their jobs

Municipal Reporter ﬁlﬂf lﬂb

RETRENCHMENT 1s looming for some municipal
employees — though this will have to be negotiated
with trade unions

Mr Richard Friedlander said 1n yesterday’s bud-
get speech that the council would have to ensuré
that reserve funds could meet the cost of any re-
trenchment agreements negotiated with unions

Mrs Eulalie Stott said she believed 1n free enter-
prise, but did not believe that the government and
council should “throw everybody to the private sec-
tor” Shesaid “The greatest problem 1n this country
15 jobs How you can create jobs by getting rid of
your own staff, God only knows”
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City exco

chairman

to leave
this year

Municipal Reporier

MR Dick Friedlander —
a veteran of si1x years’
service as chairman of
the Cape Town (City
Council’s executive com-
mittee and with 31 years
on the.council - an-
nounced yesterday that
he will not seek re-elec-
tion 1n September

Virtually all of the 21
councillors who spoke
during the budget de-
bate yvesterday ex-
pressed appreciation for
his efforts

Speculation

a—

Those who may be best
placed to fill Mr Fried-
lander’s post when he

- steps down are his fel-

low members of the
executive committee —
Mr Louis Kreiner, Mr
Leon Markovitz, MrJohn

Muir and Mr Neil Ross

® There 1s some spec-
ulation within the coun-
c1l that deputy mayor Mr
Clive Keegan might be
persuaded to take over
the exco leadership

Mr Keegan declined to
comment yvesterday

By PETER DENNEHY .

THIS year’s R2-hil- WO_M@% %OH» ﬂr@ @HO@@H&M@Q ﬁvomm..l

lion eity eouncil bhud-
get, 1n terms of which

property rates will
rise by 16,5%, was de-
seribed by housing
committee chairman
Mr Nell Ross yester-
day as ‘‘redistribu-
five”

It went a long way to-
wards meeting the goals
of “soci1al upliftment, re-
distribution of re-

'

Municipal Reporter

THERE is some relief in yesterday’s
City Council budget for the poorest
of property owners

A 50% rebate on rates will be grant-
ed where income does not exceed

| R700 a month The amount of the

rebate gradually decreases until 1t
becomes a 10% rebate for ratepayers
who have an mmcome of R1100 a
month

These scales have been shifted by

about 16%, so that anyone whose
meagre income 1s rising at the rate of
inflation should continue to qualify

for the special rebates

® Properiy rates will be subsidised
by surplus funds from electricity
bills to the tune of R63,4m in the
coming vear — which is exactly the
same figure as last year.

Electricity bills are expected to go
up by about 13% from October. Water
bills will rise by 15% from July, as
has already been announced

sources, wider commun-
1ty 1nvolvement and
promotion of the city”, he said
“This budget has been used as
a political tool to accomplish re-
distribution,” he said, adding
that the council was going to use
1ts own money to provide some
300-odd houses for rental

Earlier, Mrs Eulalie Stott said
that about 2% of the rates, or
some RT7 million, was to go to-
wards subsidising council hous-
ing rentals The only part of these
rentals which will rise this yvear
will be the contributfion 1n lieu of
rates

Mr Ross sald the Housing

Board had agreed to housing
commilttee proposals which
would give the council access to
an additional R10 milhon for
maintenance of housing estates
In areas like Manenberg, Han-
over Park and Bonteheuwel

Community facilities provided
in the black townships would, for
fhe first time, be charged to the
rates account Previously such
funds had come out of a separate
account whieh township resi-
dents paid for themselves

Mr Arthur Wienburg said he
had wanted total expendifure to

increase by 16,5% or less, but this
had not been achieved The rates
1increase had been kept to 16.5%
by “raimding the piggy bank”, or
depleting reserves

“The reserves are falling from
R48,6m to just over R30m ”

Yet some counciliors indicated
vesterday that they thought 1t was
a mistake to force the rates 1n-
crease down to 16,59% Ms Anna-
mia van den Heever said she
would rather answer for high
rates than for closed libraries,
under-used swimming pools and
roads 1n a poor state of repair \
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. shooting ™, X
De Poutch Elles, a member ot the Unathi

L \wne
WITNESS to the fatal shooting of an
Y8 African National Congress member
fLPR — allegedly by a Crossroads town

W councillor — is 1 hiding and fears for
his life after the release on bail ofithree men he
identified to police as being imphicated 1n the

ANC branch at Crossroads, said this week he
had identified two men —"a councillor and a
council employee —*whom police then load-
ed 1nto the combi in which he was sitting,
undisguised. A third man,
employee, was arrested later.

Elles (25) was present when activist
Buntubakhe Ndamane (24) was shot last
Wednesday night as he ran from the Topkor
community hall in Crossroads after fighting
broke out at a meeting called to discuss a
housing 1ssue ﬁ

He ran to Unathi Police Station to report the
sncident and take refuge, as he had heard
another counciilor saying he should also be
killed along with other ANC members at the
meeting

Other witnesses later reported that riot
police had searched members of the commu-
nity present but refused a kitskonstabel’s
request that counciliors and council employ-
ees, all of whom were armed, also be
searched.

Police that mght officially demed anyone
had died in the mcident, saying councillors
fired shots because they “panicked” aiter
hearing gunfire outside the building

On Monday, Crossroads counciilor Serasi
Nelson (Pon1) de Wet and two council

A witness who identified a town

. councillor and two council

—

employees charged with murder

has been forced into hiding after

e

" |~ recewving-death threats.

By GAYE DAVIS

also a counctl

employees, Elliot Nkants and Siphiwe Roger
Mnyemani, appeared in the Mitchell’s Plain
magistrate’s court on charges of murder

The court book notes that when the men
appeared, their case was remanded to June 17
and bail was extended — indicating that they
had already been freed on bail between the
time of their arrest on Thursday and thesr first
court appearance on Monday. The case file
was unavailable

Elies said this week that he was warned
early last Friday not to g0 10 school as “people
were plotting to kill me” That ght vehicles
drove past his house, threats were shouted by
people wielding sticks and pangas and even-
tually a woman came to warl him to leave as
people were gathering in preparation o kill
him

Elles satd riot police patrolied the area after
ANC MP Jan van Eck was alerted. When Van
Eck and Black Sash monitoring umt member
Anne Greenwell arrived at his home after

- mudmight, however, they found no sign of any

police and took Elles away -

When he returned to his home on Saturday,
he was told the men he had helped arrest were
free and had driven past his house ina combi

councillor

“Pegople told me they said I was not safe, that
they were gowng to kill me and that they were
not afraid of the police because the police
were their friends,” Elles sad

«In the old days (when activisis werc hunt-
ed by police), if a person was going 10 pont
you (out to police) they put him 1n a balaclava
so you couldn’t know who this person 1s,” he
said “I think they wanted them to see me i

According to Crossroads town clerk Tollie
Thorpe, the three men were released on R500
bail each None would be suspended from
official duties unti] justice had run 1is COUrsc,
he sard All five Crossroads councillors were
provided with weapons “for their own protec-
tion”.

The meeting, which Thorpe attended, was
sntended to mform the public of an intended
survey of brick houses 1n Unathi He said he
did not know who had started the fight and
was inside the hall when the shooting took
place outside

Crossroads ANC members have planned a
march for today 1 which they will cali for the
dismissal of the town counciiiors

ANC regional executive member Vincent
Diba said it was “disturbing” that suspects In
the shooting should have been released on
bail. The matter would be raised at a meeting
of the Regional Dispute Resolution
Committee set up in terms of the National
Peace Accord, he said

Police liaison officer Captain Attie
1 aubscher commented that it was not, unusu-
al for bail to be granted where suspects had a

fixed address.
i i
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! By KURT SWART °

THE City Counc:l has post-
poned the auction of six
Heathfield residential Eluts
after protest action by a
Muslim society which wants
to acquire the land for the
erection of an Islamic cul-
tural centre . '
Council spokesman Mr
Ted Doman said that follow-
ing a placard protest hy 100
Muslims at the Civie Centre
on Thursday, the council
had decided to postpone the
sale of the plots .
The Heathfield Madress
Society had accused the
coune:] of acting 1n a “highly
dictatorial, undemocratic

and 1rresponsible manner”,.

because of its decision to

auctio
uCti

‘“-‘f'E\U

put the plots on public auc-

tion *
“For the past five years
the Heathfield Madressa

I

one

L""Jﬁi

mic ceritre, as fio éducation-
al, religious or cultural

factlity exssts 1n the area,” a |

spokesman for the .society

said, 75,
“Phree suitable sites

owned by the City Council
have been applied for dur-
1ng this period but the coun-
cii on one pretext or'another
has refused to sell any of the
sites requested by the
Society. ., 1 > L,@?

4 “The council then adver-
tised 1t 15 going to auction
s1x plots in Chadwin Road,
Heathfield, next to the ten-
nis courts on Tuesday, This
15 one of the sites the
Society appited for and
which the councilihad re-
fused to sell to the: society,
contrary” to the jpositive
recommendation: of the
Heathfield and Distriet
Residents Associdtion

Society on behalf of the ~~“The Madreéssa” Society
- Muslim-residents of Heath-. ;wanted. it ,We nformed

. field, Eifindale, Windsgr
Park and Diep River has

..them thatabwas |
t1al use, and 6ffered them an

as forrésiden-

been strugghng to acquire alternative site but they
land from the Cape Town turned up their noses at the
City Council to build an Isla- offer” .
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ANDREA WEISS
Health Repo

Jocelyn Kane-Berman said the.,

extra security personnel were 71 the two male nurses op dut
.employed for the four closed - “had been transferred to the ad-,

where the five
been held .

and attempts at Privatisation must be
stopped immediately, SA Municipal
Workers Union branch chairman My
Salie Manie told g packed union meet-
ing last mght in the Cape Town City

Hall.

Mr Manie said municipal workers
should not be excluded from the dec;-

sion-making process,

Municipalities should provide water
and electricity to a at affordable

rates, while paying their workers a
living wage

Mr Manie said al internal restrue-
turing of councils should stop and

Valken

<92
MORE secuy ¥ guartls ‘have
been employed at Valkenberg
Hospital following the escape
of five prisoners last week

In a statement by the Cape
Provincial Administration, Dr

3 Y

called on councils not to use the Inter-

im Measures for Local Government
Act,

He said municipal workers were of-
ten seen as agents of the State, but
were drawn from the ranks of op-
pressed communities

Samwu general secretary Mr John
Ernstzen sard union pressure had led
to all 800 workers retrenched by Ib-
hayi City Counci] 1n Port Elizabeth,
bemng remstated. .

Municipal workers are to hold
marches countrywide on June 10,

® Annual wage negotiations be-
tween Samwu and the City counci] ex-
ecutive committee are in progress.

erg gets more guards after

The wards are a1] closed fo-
rensic wards where patients
are admitted from the maxi-
Inum security ward “as apg
when theirr condition and pro-
gress.make this %omEEm_._ Dr
Kane-Berman sa

On Hﬂznmw night — the eve-
nIng of the

had been

lems rem
reak-out — one of

wards, including Ward 26,% -jacent Ward 25 because of a se- ., releved In

escapees had % curity
-y the, re

;problem there, leaving

rr
e IR, A

This gave the patients the
chance to threaten the remain-
Ing nurse with a knife

-Berman said much
done to improve the
owing the break-
ruary when 34 pa-
but major prob-

Dr Kane

situation foll
out in Feb
tients esca
amed.

-for forensic patients had been

the maximum secy- -
n, but increased ip

. rity sectio
Supporting closed wards.

maining nurse Enumﬁ o1y the,

- .

Sets today 1747 Rises tomorrow 0740
THE TIDES

High water, today 1101 2324, tomorrow 1201 -
Low water today 0453 1705, tomorrow 0550 1802
YESTERDAY'S WATER TEMPERATURES

Sea Point sea 14,5; pool 15,5
Ec_mmn_um_.m S€a 12,5, pool 135
Newlands pool 1§
Long Street pool- 24

7am TEMPERATURES

Bloemfonteln . | . v R
Cape Town " SRS | I
Durban, ., . O
East London, , ... . et e e e .. 12
George , .. . . . o &
Johannesburg.... .. . . R |
Kimberiey . ... .. SR I Y
Port Elzabeth,. ., ., . .’ P e e 14
Pretoria . ..., R e e e o B
m%ﬂumaow. T 1
mgton ... .. .. L Ve e e D
ﬂwﬁgmw TN NN e e s e e T
Cape Town (yesterday 2pm)., .. w wim 15,9

For the latest weather Information (Cape Town)

W 08720 08206, (Peninsuia and

-

W 08710 08776, and for advice on windspeed/dir-

T 788 8226 (Muizenberg),

built at Lentegeur

¥

!

term foresnic patients”,

W 56 1723 ﬁwuauumnmmﬁumnﬁ and

1

breakout

“Unt1l such time as another
maximum mmnﬁ.:ww ward 1s
0

spital (in

Mitchell’s Plain) this unstable
situation wil] persist,” she said

Also, a continuing
of funds prevented the filling of
vacant posts at Valkenberg
Hospital Areas Particularly af-

shortage

I3

' : nThe. inadequacy of factlities occupational therapists, both of
" whom played an “essential role
in defusing tensions and ag-
sressive behaviour 1n Enww
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‘managed

o e OB
to keep®

‘to budget

' P L
. CLIVE SAWYER- :
Municipal Reporter o

THE ity council, kept to last
. year’s operating budget be-
« Cause overspending in some de-
partments — totalling R7 m)-
lion — was ‘balanced..by.
: upqersgimmg In others  »

4r: Lrﬁ}? ’ H Mo ”
w15 Alreport tabled,at. yester-

dy's meéting. said there was '

he admmistration, civic ame:

| &fex&essive‘ over-expenditure’ In
mies, fire:sékvice and abattoir

branches", " SIS
.  But there was underspendmg
1 services such as streetworks,
.and' mcome from admnstya.-
tion, fire and traffic exceedqdr

4

expectafions . ' X

Overspending ' of 6,6 percent
I the fire service was'caused
by' changes to the Salary'scale
.and an acceleratéd pay hike
scheme ' . + .+, !
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,Civie H}IIEIIIﬁES overspent by
9,4 percent because of repairs'

i
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and maintenance to buildings -

such as the Civic Centre, City
Hal{;’ suburban hals, swimming
,Pools and pavilions
' Mr. Arthir Wienburg said de-*
partment heads responsble for
overspending should ‘be cen-
sured. ', ., 1 %
“Ratepayers’ money s heing
spent In cavalier fashion,” he
| said J

" Mr Abe Kaigz queried the
R494 000 which was Spent on
watering dunes in a stabiliss-
.ron projeet n Muizenberg
“How' do you spend half

—

P
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million rands on keeping dunes :

wet? he said )
| Executive ‘committee ¢harr-

cerned about, the report

1

man Mr Dick Friedlander said
his committee was Very con- !
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CAPE Town is to host a co ssion of inquiry,
led by St Petersburg mayor Mr Anatoli Sobchak,
briefed to probe whether the two cities should
“twin”. An invitation to Mayor Mr Frank van der

Velde to visit the Russian city was turned down

DISCONNECTION of electricity supplies to de-
faulters 1s to be boosted to 8 000 a month by in-
troducing Friday cutoffs. Consumer reactions
should be closely monitored, the council resolved.

o NED

THE city 'eleqtrlr:al engineer said security’ was
being investigated at Ndabeni Workshops, where
four trolley jacks worth R3 500 each were stolen
Police had mvestigated and it was alleged coun-
cil staff may be involved

| AEN ..
THERE was no probliem 'with the handling of

cash at cash receiving offices, executive commut- .

tee charrman Mr Richard Friedlander told Mr
Kenneth Penkm-in.reply to a question. The cash
receiving offices were the focus of attention
when thousands of rands’ interest was lost be-
cause cheques were not banked )

THE amenities and health committee 1s to recon-
sider a.recommendation to lease 1500 sq m of
Roggebaal land to a private company. for R50 a
year for parking v o, e

Mr Arthur Wienburg said market-related
prices should be charged because ratepayers
could not be expected to provide developers with
land for parking at a nommal rate He recom-
| mended an annual rental of R5 400.

;o . EEN

THE council upheld an executive committee rec-
ommendation barring Mrs Mary Kelly from us-
ing Mu}zen]:lerg Pavilion as a fleamarket

-rm*.
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DUBBED “the Biscuit Commit-
tee”, three city councillors are
to investigate trimming the

trimmings from the municipal
catering budget.

The three are Mr Chris Jou-
bert, Mr Arthur Wienburg and
Mr Kenneth Penkin.

Butcher Mr Joubert, who has
hungered for some time to slim
down the money spent on ca-
tering, successfully overturned
| an executive committee at-
tempt to pour cold water on
cutting the budget to the hone.

Exeo recommended that “no
specifie cottrols” be put on
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civic functions, but that re-
straint be exercised, where
pos<ible, on catering spending.

This was in response fo a
motion last month by Mr Jou-
bert, calling on Exco to cut
down civie functions and to re-
duce lunch breaks.

‘In debate yesterday, Mr Jou-
bert slated the Exco recom-
mendation as “wishy-washy”.

Responding to the argument
that catering played a crucial
role 1 entertaming foreign vis-
jitors, he said that out of 13 000

people entertamed by the coun-
cil last year, fewer than 1000

came from overseas.
Mr Leon Markovitz said the

e g T
iscuit Committee’ to Q;c%@% g

ub-committee should not be
allowed to prescribe to a may-
or about how fo spend his en-
tertainment hudget.

He said Mr Van der Velde
had already cut back his civic
hospitality budget.

“This commitiee will be a
further waste of tea, coffee and
biscuits,” Mr Markovifz said.

Mr Penkin said there was
“general unhappmess” among
councillors about the amount
spent on civic hospitality.

“Councillor Wienburg is ob-
jecting, Mr Mayor, but he is al-
ways putting biscuits in hs
pockets,” Mr Penkin said.
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Consultants to
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decide on wages
for councillors

Municipal Reporter

CONSULTANTS are to be giv-
en a month to produce recom-
mendations on “fair and appro-
priate” allowances for city
councillors, 1 a hid {o take de-
CiS10ns on annual mncreases out
of.councillors’ hands.

This stems from a motion by
Mr Arthur Wienburg at yester-
day’s city council’ meeting

A AL

tey walked out of the debate,
saying it was agamst her prin-
ciples to discuss her own pay-
ment, ;-

N '.r'z
- Mr Wienburg said people
were misinformed about the 15-

sues surrounding councillors’
allowances

MPs’ allowances were linked

1 to public service pay, he said

“We are the last remaming

{ body which has the embarrass-

ng duty of discussing our own
Increases ” |

"' She walked out, returming

Consultants were needed to
draw up an objective report,
which would include contribu-
tions by councillors, ratepayers
and others

Mrs Joan Kantey told Mayor
Mr Frank van der Velde “On a
pomnt of order, 1s 1t not true
that where there 1s any finan-
cial interest you're supposed to

remove yourself from the
chamber?” N

AL ﬁn%"pumt;iMrs Joan Kan- .
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the meefing later., . .° E
1y " ’ Ry
“Mr Leon Markovitz said
Cape Town would not' be
unigue if 1t handed over deci-
sions on allowances to-someone
else This was done i Durban
and Manitzburg, L

The vote to appomnt consul-
tants and brief the execufive
committee to report back by
the end of June was carried by
23 to two, with Mr John Mwr
and Mr Nei: Ross voting
against
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' By PETER DENNEHY the remuneration of MPs ﬂlﬂd\ nces should meanwhile be used
CAPE TOWN ity councillors be considered next year {0 cut grass verges

He also wanted to rescind last

d ut the , The private consultants will
ecided yesterday t‘% 11)1 L ~ years allowance motion have to report back by the end of
controversial 1ssue 0 therr al Mr Arthur Wienburg’s contrary

\ e hand ¢ next month, according 1o Mr
owances 1n the hands of a recommendation, concerning  Wienburg's motion

group of consultants calling 1 consultants, replaced Mr Leon Markovitz remarked

The present allowance foT e Friedlander's Mr Waenburgs — hat Durban and Maritzburg had
councillors 1s R1 350 a month and amendment WwWas passed DY 23  ,lso appornted consultants to re-
yesterday several councillors votes to two view their councillors’ allow-
said they were embarrassed o There was a moment Of drama apces

decide on their own Increases in the debate when counciilors virs Bulalie Stott said 1t was

Now the consultants will de- ) ihat Mr Thenburg's motion e “an ‘mpertience” t0 suggest that

cide what 18 ifar and appropri- the M £C T hould
- v t d u b f e d b te t e ﬂ}’ﬂl‘ O ﬂpe OWIl S ou
ate” to pay the councillors h‘;; takﬂﬂ“plai; ye debate O I¥ yaue 40 be an independently

Mrs Joan Kantey left the cham- weal'['thg man, Or atdlefust unetwho
her on account of her «finaneial ¢ ’ must be prepare o “put s
interest 1n this matier” Gag attempt hand deeply nto s pocket”

Last year the council took a de- Mr John Muir said the proposal Councililors would still have to

c1s10n — Lo come inlo effect from had been “an attempt to gag some decide at the end of next month
July this year — that councillors’ of us”. The Mayor said this re- oOn whether to accept whatever
allowances should be hnked by a flected badly on his fellow coull- the consultants came up with
perceniage formula to what an cillors, S0 My Mur said that there Mr Muir said the budget alloca-
MP gets It 18 expected that this had been “a democratic attempt tion for consultants’ fees had
will be rescinded next month to stop some of us speaking” been severely cut Nobody 1n the
Mr Richard Friedlander, the Mr Muwir added that since coun- country was qualified to bhe a con-
chairman of the execufive coml- cillors had enjoyed a 12,5% 1n- sultant on this 1§SU€
miitee, proposed that councillors crease 1N November last year, 110 Mrs Stott said what the consul-
should get no inereases 1n the further increase should be con- tants would have to do had been
forthcoming financial year, but sidered antil next June, and the done by the Co-ordinating Coun-
that linkage of the allowances to money for councillors’ sllow- cil for Local Government

; o — — ——————




Alde;gmen}' will get
‘forma]’ badj
Municipal Reporter

A die costing R880 and’ which can be .
re-used i1s to be bought, . ]

Badges costing R330 each will be
. bought whep heeded. ‘Four' w)]] be

needed by the end of the financiaj
year v i%.. |

Exco said freemen of the city would
be given luminated addresses, but not
badges,

r r *
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VALUE for money (VFM) reviews exposed'a se-
rres of 'problems in various city ‘council’ depart-
ments — but there have been delays mn implement-
g solutions x
Town clerk Mr Don Geyer and city treasurer Mr
Eddie Landsberg said this 1n a report tabled at
yesterday’s utilities and works commuttee meeting.
The city councll ordered -a series of VFM re-
views 1, 1989 to promote economy and efficiency
In 1990 and 1991 a team.of city council accoun-
tants and a private auditor probed deparfments,
meluding electrical depots at Mitchell’s Plamn.and
Muuzenberg, the busmess hicences division and the
cash receiving office . ‘ .
'The VFM review of the cash office, completed 1n
July 1991, surfaced during a row:over the running
of the department 1 | L
In a March, 1990, report on the Mitchell's Plamn
city electrical engineer’s depot, probems included
'@ Delegation of responsibity was mimmal = -
@ Direct communication between the depot and
the Cavic Centre was lacking
“'. There were not enough vehicles * &
@ Management and traimng were madequate
{The report recommended a Series of reforms, .
but a “follow-up review” a year later found some
problems still needed attention I
' 3A July, 1990, report on the Muizenberg depot
fgund o -
- ® There was not enough stock
@ Staffing levels werp*“unbalappeid” g
® Vehicle maintepance and. repairs were tnade- -
qulate:f’l‘j} ) A
® T!;ngre iwas not enough financiai mformation to
manage, the depot; effectively - LTS Y
Recomimendations Inclided réviews lof staff and.
job degcriptions, more attention to safety, and en-
surmgiqpﬂﬁgh reliable vehicles were available
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CRUCIAL questions hang over the
performance of the city council
“caucus” of 12, as claims that it 1s
a spur to councillors to work
harder are met by counterclaims
that 1t is divisive

—_

News of the caucus of 12 was met
by the formation by 20 counciliors of
a “counter-caucus” — not a title ac-

- cepted by the group, to discuss ways
' to respond to the challenge

- The group of 20 appainted Mr Nor-
Iman Oshurn spokesman but m an 1n-
terview yesterday Mr Osburn said it

;' was- uncertamn whether his group

~ would meet again

-, “The musconception that we were
an anti-caucus must be cleared up —

- we met simply to discuss what to do,
1f anything, in the light of the favoura-

« ble publicity the caucus got,” he said

A key 15sue was the nature of the

' “group of 12. ,

"~ “I§at"a caucus or a discussion
" group”? Not even 1its own members
seem to know,” Mr Osburn said
' A’bromunent member of the “cay.
cus”, Mr Arthur Wienburg — empha-
sising he was speaking 1n his personal
capacity — said the group had al-

ready had a positive effect

The first council meeting after the
advent of the caucus had lasted nntil
about 8pm and debates showed that
councillors had done therr homework

“When we finished, nearly every
councillor was still. there, including
those well-known usually to leave at
lunchtime,” Mr Wienburg said,

But, he sad, 1t would be unrealistic
to expect too much of a caucus whieh
ﬁ;as a munority of 12 1n a city council
of 34

A time of healing was needed after
the raw.emotion provoked over news
of the caucus

“Once feelings die down, I hope that
people will look at suggestions realis-
tically according to their merits and

. hot thewr source,” Mr Wienburg said

Mr Osburn pontedrto the faiiure of

the group of 12 to vote along caucus

lines, particularly in the budget de-
bate, as evidence of the uncertain na-

—_—
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ture of the group
“I have ‘nothing agamst the forma-
tion of the caucus, and there s plenty |
of precedent for ad-hoe groups to be
formed in the council to fight on the
same side 1n certan 1ssues,” he spid

But he was concerned at the way
the caucus had been formed, and the '
way the statement of intent " created
the impression that the 12 councillors
were in favour of its dprinclpled stand
agamnst lavish spending and 1neffi-
cient, bureaucratic management

“The caucus has been divisive and
distracted attention from crucial 18-
sues we should be discussing n this
transitional situation,” Mr Osburn
said .

He rejected the elaim t;h‘atkthe
council had sat until 8pm because of
the caucus at work, because several
items — among them the cash office
debacle, the catering budget, council-
lors’ allowances and golden badges —
caused lengthy debate

Mr Wienburg said a pattern of vot-
Ing on caucus lines would take time to
be established )

“The members are 12 people who do
not want their opmions subjected to a
single line,” he saxd.

He acknowledged that the group
had not voted on caucus lines against
the budget, because some felt that
keeping the rates increase to the
promised 16,5 percent gave it some
merit

“At least this disposes of the accy-
sation that we will oppose anything
ford oppostlion’s sake,” Mr Wienburg
Sdl |

On the future of the caucus, he said
there was no active membership
drive but at the same time the group
did not have a closed-door policy

The group would meet a few days
before the monthly council meeting to
examine the agenda i detail.

In the meantime, members had ac-
cepted “portfolios” and would re-
search aspects of municipal govern-
ment along these lines

Mr Wienburg declined to disclose
which portfolios had been given to
members of the ‘group -
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CP to boycott Kimberley council m
h | ‘ St {6 T
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- Own Corresponden 2,‘9,7;

KIMBERLEY — The umfica-

| tion of the Kimberley City

Council tomorrow has recewved
another negative response, this
ttme from the Conservative
Party 1n the city

Following on the heels of the
African National Congress, the
CP said it would not attend the

‘umfication ceremony tomorrow

“out of  protest against the

Other orgamsations have ob-
jected to the consohidation, call-
mg the number of allotted new
counecitlors undemocratic

Kimberley mayor Dirk Lie-
benberg responded by Saying
the new council was “fairly di-
vided”, with 50 percent white
councillors and 50 percent
black, coloured and Indian

CP councillor Dame Theron
said yesterday he and colleague
Roelof van Tonder did not have

“a mandate from their voters to

take part in the process

council “capifulates to the de-
mands of the ANC, it can at |
least be civil enough and return
to the electorate through,a ref-
erendum”, said Mr Theron

not force the CP to attenfj;"ﬂ;a‘e
ceremeony. WA

y
Ll :
y “gg*ﬁ*i‘j

x

Before the NP-:controlled

e
Mr Liebenberg said hé’tféﬁpld :

“In the past we have been

blamed for going too slow, bui
. now we-are bemng ‘blameéd for
gomng too fast,” he said




?ANC thrcaténs

01ty S| nonrac1

THE'*ANC sald yesterday it
wuuld orgamse mass actmn
6" ensure thef collapse-"o
-Klmberley s' single c1ty
| councll project ., .4

- ANC-Northern Cape
gion. media officer Pakes
Dikgetsi said yesterday the
_ANC agked the Kimberley

\

thJS 'week not to go ahead\)
with 1naugurating the |
gleicouncil. ;" * ! N
~ He'saud 'the allogation uf
councﬂlnrs was,“a clear 1l-
rlustratmn of the racist and
undemoeratm manner”yi
ﬁ'i}'hlchﬁe .council had pru-
(¢ th the project g
. Our . view
to take
placgulgetw;een all parties —
as ' équalsi=-'to restructureN
local govemment in
of ¢ agreement -reached at
lnatmnal level .
BN *Ill“ltlpﬂl’ty ,COmmMIS-y_
1on: on local gnvernment

f- .was prupuse

re- .«

\Esth

T F:|'1‘*+|‘ 4'
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r JPﬂTﬂICK BULGER

d and 1t 13 that
forum’ which must’ decide
on restructuring

“We proposed to the city
councl nnt to go ahead with
this inauguration and to re-
open negotiation around

City Cnuncll at.the start o[\%vhls matter, and it refused

e are now left, with no
other option but to struggle
0 render this structure un-

wurkable -.An all round
ampaign v of mass action to
ensure 1ts- cullapse will be
under“.aken and its mnaugu-
ration will be: greeted by
demonstrations ”

Dikgetsi said the ANC
had mformed, the council
“that we do not agree with
their approach of twimning
together dlscred1ted
apratheld-creai:ed local au-
orities.and Lthen claim to
~ahave a. nonracial, demo-
“eratic-local authority” ‘
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Picture WILLIE DE KLERK, the Argus

ACTION PLAN: City council workers picketed workplaces throughout the municipality
yesterday at the start of a four-day programme of action The picket was to highlight the
“plight of municipal workers In the face of privatisation and restructuring,” said Municipal

2b3) T

e pickets are due to be repeat-
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KIMBERLEY — A street dem-
1 onstration will greet Cape Ad-
ministrator Kobus Meiring to-
l day when he attends Kimber-

ley’s umfication ceremonies at
the city’s Civic Centre.

YVesterday ANC regional
spokesman Pakes Dikgetsi con-
firmed that a demonstration by
his organisation would take
place at the Civic Cenfre.

Civic association chairmail
Solly Legodi said the CIV1CS and
| Cosatu would also take part in

the protest action L

“We are intending to bus ANC
supporters in to the council for
the purpose of having a demon-
stration agawnst the unifica-
tion,” Mr Dikgets: said

The protest action today 18
only part of a bigger ANC pro-
gramme of action to express Its
dissatisfaction with the new
system of local government 1n
Kimberley *

Mr Dikgets: sad today’s ac-
tion would be followed by a con-
sumer boycott “m the near fu-
ture” and a stayaway next
- month

gy TFA







mise on these by talking to each other”™

"two CP “colleagues” on the new council

by “not. aftending, maintamed they; did not have:a

Protests fail

and "ébUnc ;
IMECIrge 1Iewr mf\ﬂh;

Kimberley

LAYTON BEARD |
Weekend, Argus Gnrreipnndelt o ‘ A

KIMBERLEY. — Another first for the' city was
realised yesterday with the imtroduction of the
first mtegrated city council m South Africa by the
Adminstrator of the Cape, Mr Kobus Meiring

The amalgamation of the Kimberley City Coun-
c1l, the Galeshewe City Council and the Coloured
and Indian Management Committees was the cul-
mination of two “mini-Codesas” held 1n the city on
January 29 and April 2. *

Faced with opposition from the African National
Congress, the Conservative Party (CP) and the Civ-
1c and Ratepayers’ Associations, 1t was decided to
continue with the consolidation imtiatives nstead
of backing down.

The allotment of 12 white councillors, seven
black, four coloured and ‘one Indian representative,
coupled with the ‘hasty’ way in which the.reconcili-
ation was to be held caused much of the consterna-
tion

"Qflrf message 1s loud and clear,” sald :ANC re-
gional spokesman Mr Pakes Dikgetsi, ©* we re- '
jectithis ‘undemocratic structure’ h

Mr; Dikgets1 refuted statements by the former
mayor, Mr Dirk Liebenberg, that the new dispen-
sation was “fairly divided”

“his’ 15 diculous, 1t 1s clear the whites will al-
ways be 1n the majority when it comes to voling 1n
the new ‘council and this 1s certainly undemocrat-
1c,” he said )

In spite of these protests and the approxiumately
250 peaceful demonstrators at the Civic Centre at
the time of the unification ceremony, counci spir-

its were not dampened

Delivering the keynote address to the new coun-
c1l of 24 councillors (instead of 41 mn the past), Mr
Meiring was positive

Referring to the interim nature of the new coun-
c1l, Mr Meiring said Kumberley “showed the rest of
South Africa what perseverance, patience and ded-
ication can accomplish”

He did, however, dismiss the negativity sur-
rounding the unification by pomting to the behind-
the-scenes negotiations between the old KCC and
the civic assoclations -

“The result of the negotiations are an ndication .
that wide consensus can be reached over commu- |
mty 1ssues,” said Mr Meiring |

Kimberley’s new mayor, Mr Ronme Bauser, also
showed s’ tenacity by ignoring the objections to
the umfication and remamng positive 4

“Differences,” he said, “there will always be, but
we should be able to overcome or at least compro-

The ANC 1s still unhappy, as are Mr Bauser’s

t

i

. Although reiterated yesterday at the ceremony
the fact that the new structure 1s only a transition
one and not permanent does not comfort the ANC,

Stay-aways and ‘consumer boycotts are m the
offing “in the near: future” in comphance with a
“bigger . programme” of protest action embarked
on by the ANC s " b0

CP counciliors{Mr Danie Theron and Mr Roelof

van Tonder;,who'prétested agawist the,ceremony..

L]

.-"Jﬁ n

mandate from their voters to take part m the pro-

Cess y §
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THE strong mayor system,
being ‘proposed by some local
government reformers, may

| not have all the advantages it

at first seems to offer.

Qur system borrows vigorously
from the British tradition of the
mayoral office being mainly cer-
emomal

In Bhitam, there are variations
from the' broad tradition — 1n a
very few cases, mayors do not
even chair council meetings —
but the office of first citizen 1s by
no means an executive post

Our mayors chair council
meetings and on occasion, with
permission from the council, may
sign contracis — a function usu-
ally reserved for the town clerk.

More lately in Cape Town,
mayors have moved gradually to-
wards a new role by speaking out
on controversial 1ssues

But there 1s a reasonably well-
defined split of functions between
the offices of mayor and chatr-
man of the executive commitiee

The strong mayor system 18
found 1n most cities i America
The evolution of the system 15 a
fascinating study

In colomal and early post-revo-
lutionary America, mayors at
first were appointed by gover-
nors

Later, mayors were Indirecti
chosen from the ranks of council-
men and had no special powers

But by 1900, municipal govern-
ment all over the United States
had been wracked by scandal af-
ter scandal mvolving large-scale
corruption and maladmnistra-
tion.

In parallel, bureaucracy had
grown to bewildering and un-

wieldy proportions

o wr“ +’hri| rt ‘**ww

Voters wanted strong mayors
who could cut a swathe through
red tape and take a firm lead

And they got them, politically
beefy types who appoint depart-
ment heads, draw up budgets,
and — unthinkable 1n this coun-
try — have the power of veto
over council decisions

For a while, it seemed to work

In the 1950s, Fortune magazine
commented that American cifies
were better run than most corpo-
rations

American city councils are rel-
atively small, averaging 15 mem-
bers — an lnteresting statisiic
when our town has 34 and, with
democracy, may get more

Exceptions are New York, with
95 councillors, and Chicago, with
b0

But the trouble with the strong
mayor system, rather hke the
American presidential systern, 1s
that the first citizen 1s mevitably
beholden to party pohitical inter-
ests and special interest groups

In return for electoral support,
favours, legislation and offices
have to be dispensed.

The strong mayor, as head of
the admimstration, faces all the
problems presidents face

Of course, this 1s also relevant
even if there 18 no strong mayor
gystem

In Cape Town, standing com-
_mittees, the executive commitiee
and the full council must rely on
information offered to them by
officials, and must put great
weight on the perspective and
recommendations of officials.

Councillors face a lot of work
and 1t would be difficult to ré-
search each 1ssue and item inde-
pendently o

More so the strong mayor, who
would first have to wrestle offi-
cialdom 1nto co-operation or
compliance

It may seem that this city’ and’
others m the country have less
need of a man 1 a gown waving
hullo {o tourists than a ruthless
executive manager.

Then one would need pay only
one special allowance instead of*
two (the mayor and exco chair-
man get the same size allowance)
and the mayor would be less oc-
cupled with being a cocktail host

While American and South-Af-
rican histories and experience
are by no means equivalent, the
lessons of the system of favours
— with 1its obvious opportumties
for nepotism and corruption —
mus{ be noted.

Perhaps most problematic is
the 1dea of a mayoral veto this is
certainly an 1dea which should
not be grafted on to a new demo-
cratic political culture l

weldy propories o~




Flak as town
Clerk bR

CITY. councillor Mr Ar-
'thur Wienburg has hit
out at the town clerk, Mr

Donald Geyer, for taking
a holiday . during' -*“cru-

cial” wage' negotiations
with his staff. (263
" As part of th 'in-

volved in negotiations on
a ‘‘vast amount of mon-
ey”’, the town clerk

_should be at his post, Mrx

. Wienburg said.

I Mr Ted Doman, city
council public relations
officer, said’ Mr Geyer
had taken ~“prehooked
leave in June. “He cer-
tainly did not’'set out to
avoid negotiations,
which normally go on for

‘a while,” he said.

_—
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(Grievance call
by _marchers

Political S neGx “lL‘qZ

HUNDREDS‘of mumcipal workers, many wear-
ing cleansing department umiforms, marched
through central Cape Town to hand a letter to
the Cape Provincial Admimstration demanding
that workers’ grievances be addressed.

Written by the South African Mumeipal Work-
ers’ Union and signed by union president Mr P
Mashishi and general-secretary Mr J Ernstzen,
the document was addressed fo the Administra-
tor, Mr Kobus Meiring, the CPA and Cape Town
town clerk Mr Don Geyer.

In the document, delivered yesterday, the
union rejected the Imternm Measures for Loeal
Government Act, called for an end to the unilat-
eral restructuring of local authorities and de-

manded negotiations with genuine representa-
tives of affected communities.

The union said workers were made to pay for
apariheid but were facing retrenchments now
that black local authorities were collapsing

The document warned local authorities to stop
retrenchments or face the consequences.

It also called on them to negotiate with unions
to create job security, end discrimination, create
equal opportunities, accept the principle of equal
pay for equal work, end privatisation and create
services and amemties for all.




’,qun 1l:to tackle:
community iss
Lo * Reg L

i CLI\!E =Sﬁ“{YEﬂ, hiumcipal Reporter qu
f

% THEI city council executive committee has ado ted
y P
4 series of recommendations to tackle 1ssues o
; concern to commumty organisations

/The recommendations were a sequel to taiks at

" a “‘consultative workshop” 1m Caledon last June
| © when eommumty orgamsations asked to be con-
I sulted on issues such as Job creation, the public
1 _ transport erisis and the futyre use of public land

Recommendations included

® The city planner should he briefed to report
-on factors which were limiting public participation
In planmng and civie affairs

® An Inventory of strategic vacant or. under-

“used pubhe land should be drawn up for the public
to consult.

® Talks <hould be' held with stakeholders and
council . departments to find out 1n which cases
selling off public land would not be appropriate

!

' @ State and ‘parastatal bodies should be asked to

consult the city council before they change the use
of land or sell 1t

® The council shouid support Job creation, in-
. cluding development of tourism, technology-nten-
| swve industries and small busiess development

@ The council should continue to support the
. Growmng the Cape project, to boost economic de-
| velopment 1n the Western Cape and related re-

search by the city planner
® The council should encourage the Rail Com-

muter, Corporation to make travel safer for iis
passengers

" @ There should be further development of the
metropolitan transport network d5 soon as pos-
sible; based on research on public and private '

transport networks,
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;Coun(:ll waste 1

much ado about nothing

CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter

THE city, council produces piles of copies of re-
ports it never uses. °

This was one-of 'the conclusions of a, series of
value—fer-meney reviews tabled at today’s city
council exeeutwe committee meeting

Other reviews found /‘anomalies and nconsistent
procedures” 1 fuel buying and 1ssuing and uncov- |
ered problems mn the prmtmg division !

A report on the use of eyeline computer paper
found “large-amounts” of the 50 tons used during
an' 11-month study were wasted

The council spent R180 000 on eyeline computer
paper — the type with faint horizontal blue lines
— between April 1990 and March 1991

' Thé review recommended changes to printing
instructions and distribution of reports and said a
policy of recycling wastepaper would enhenee the
council’s 1mage as an, environment-conscious or-
ganmisation ~

City Treasurer, Mr Eddie Landsherg eeld the di-
rector of the department responsible had been told
to implement the recommendations

Once the changes had been :made, the council
public relations department would be briefed, to
promote the council’s envrrenment—eenseleue 1m-
age ..

A va]ue-fer -money review of the printing divi-
sion of the city admumstration department found
staff and users complaned that LflanClEtl reporting
needed improvement, use of resources was poor,
equipment was old, job costing was unreliable and
Fer};flermenee mdleetere were unavailable or unre-
1able * T

The review said there were several eppertum—-

ties for §Mproving economy, efﬂeleney and effec-
tiveness in the division /

- Recommendations included a more, “commer- |
elal” approach, 1mprovement of management and
security, realistic operating standards and af re-
view of job'evaluations ;

..The city council organisaiions and methods
breneh was briefed to make a series of changes

Another value-for-money report found the''ad-
mimstration and recording of fuel purehaseSfend
1ssue needed “urgent attention”

It seld future budgets taking account of fuel
costs should be based on usage n*litres nstead of
. past ependmg, because ef the veletlht}y of o1l
. prices .
Mr Landeberg sald the -mveet1getlen meant to
provide statistical information to compile contin-
' gency amounts because of the 1991 'Gulf War, un-
covered “anemehes and meeneletent preeedures

Since, the mrestlgetlen “there had been improve-
ments and purchases ‘and’ 1ssuing ‘of fuel would rﬁJ

_,,-:..H'-r.i-

il

audited twice.a year m future, he said
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Ratepayers
claim reaction
is far too slow

CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter

CITY councillors and ratepayers sparred with
one another at a marathon, hively meeting 1n
Sea Pont over 1ssues as diverse as town plan-
ning and law enforcement.

The meeting, meant as the annual meeting of
the Green and Sea Point Ratepayers Association,
was declared null and void by chairman Mrs An-
nette Reynecke moments after it started

Early, in what Mrs Reynecke then declared was
a “public open meeting” — because of a strong
Ratepayers 1n Revolt contingent from the southern
suburbs — police took more flak than counculors

Cape Town district officer Lieutenant Colonel
Parker was slammed for “ghb” rephes to com-
plants about the lack of foot patrols and the time
police took to answer calls

“On the 10111 (emergency) number, we have 14
lines and 14 policemen

“The Post Office won't give us more You can't
blame us,” Colonel Parker said

A Mowhray resident said it had taken police
more than two hours to respond to a stabbing and
two weeks to a burglary complaint

Answering a question about vagrancy, Colonel
Parker said “We pick them up, take them to court
and the following day they're back”

He said police and a private security firm em-
ployed 1 Sea Point were domng their best

Disbelieving cries — and some support — for
the police were the curtam-raiser for heated ex-
changes as six counciilors answered questions In a
debafe chaired by radio journalist Nigel Murphy

Asked why Cape Town’s raies increases were
higher than surrounding municipahities, counciilor
Mr Neil Ross said the city had shouldered 1ts so-
cial responsibility, other mumcipahities should ac-
cept their share

Asked what would happen 1f residents refused to
pay rates, Councillor Dr John Sonnenberg said this
would be civice wrresponsibiity

He sad nflation was about 16 percent and un-
less this was matched by the rates increase, ser-
vices would have to be cut

At one pomt, Mr Murphy engaged a member of
the audience 1n a prolonged verbal duel

When the man was allowed to speak, it was to
object to the participation of “people from Mow-
bray” and to demand that only people from Sea
Point be allowed to put questions

He also objected to the city council redistribut-
ing wealth and said 1t should stick to maintaming
the standards of services

Mr Ross saird “I say to the spoiled white rate-
payers, come with me to Bonteheuwel or Manen-
berg, see the sand pavements, that’s where money
should be going.”

ot ¢ T

1

Dr Sonnenberg said Cape Town was “a city of
Africa and not of Europe”

The “golden age when the mailship left on
Thursdays and bus fares never went up will not
come back,” he said

Replying to a question about councillors’ allow-
ances, Dr Sonnenberg said the Mayor of Cape
Town was paid R5 400 monthly compared with the
R10 833 to his Johannesburg counterpart and
R26 000 2 month paid to the Mayor of Pretorza

Ordmary councillors had’R1 350 a month to cov-
er thelr expenses

Mr Jack Frost, vice-chairman of the utilities
and works committee, said the sewerage system
needed replacing "3
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Dr Sonnenberg said he had noted no increase in
pollution-related illnesses When the Green Point
sewerage outfall pipeline was finished next year
there would be no pollution

At the end of the meetmg, Mr Ross slammed a
Ratepayers in Revolt pamphlet which claimed
Mayoress Mrs Trish van der Velde drew two in-
comes from the council

“ * Labelling’ thé pamphlet “ungallant” Mr Ross
t -, said the Adminstrator had turned down a councii
resolution to pay an allowance to the mayoress

b -

Mrs Reynecke said Ratepayers in Revolt had
wahused, her ratepayers-assoclation’s hospitality by
handing .out the ‘pamphlet
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GIVING FLAK: An.
angry ratepayer
makes a point
during the “open™
Green and Sea
Point Ratepayers’
Assoclation i
meeting Seated in
front of him 1S Mr
Leon Markovitz,
councillor for the

city centre ward

Plcture ANDREW INGRAM
The Argus
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1991-92 financial year and (b} what amou
were mvolved 1n each case?

B8O2E

The MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LAND
AFFAIRS

Financial aid referred to i part (a)(1) of the
question was rendered by the South African
Government to the self-governing territories
in the financial year 1991-92 1n terms of the
provisions of section 6(2)(c) and 6{2)(d) of the
Self-goverming Terntories Constitution Act
No 21 of 1971 Section 6(2)}{c) determines the
extent of the amount payable as the Starutory
Grant to the Revenue Funds of the self-
goverming territones from the State Revenue
Fund of the South African Government

In addition to this amount an Additional
Amount appropriated by Parliament n terms
of the provistons of section 6(2)(d) 1s paid
annually to the Revenue Funds of the seif-
goverming territortes by the South African
Government The extent of this amount 1s
determined according to the affordability of
the State Revenue Fund of the South African
Government The result of this factor 1s that
the growth 1n the Additional Amount differs
from year to year

In the fmancial years in which improvement of
conditions of service for exchequer remuner-
ated personnel are announced and imple-
mented funds are drawn on the Vote Im-
provement of Conditions of Service which 1s
being administered by the office of the Com-
mission for Administration and paid to the
Revenue Funds of the self-goverming territo-
ries 1n order to enable the terntones fo fund
the mncreased expenditure resulting from the
salary improvements Salary improvements
came into effcct on July 1, 1991 consequently
funds were drawn on the aforementioned Vote
in the 1991-92 financial year and paid to the
self-governing terntories

The South African Government decided dur-
mg the financial year 1991-92 to make an
amount of R1 billion avatlable for the sale of
sirategic reserves 1n order to promote invest-
ment 1n capital projects Interested govern-
ment nstitutions were requested to 1dentify
projects that could be financed from the

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

mount of R1 mihon Projects to the vaiue of
almost R283 mullion were approved for the
self-governing territonies Cashflow mforma-
tion obtamed from the self-governing ternito-
ries mdicated that an amount of R69,972
muliion could be utihsed on these projects for
the financial year 1991-92 Claims certified for
payment by hne function departments totalled
only R6,375 million with the result that an
amount of R63,597 million had to be sus-
pended and rolled over to the financial year
1992-93 1n order that the programme may be
continted

The development aid referred to n part (a)(11)
of the question consists mainly 1n the second-
ment of personnel to the departments of the
self-governing territories 1n terms of the provi-
sions of section 5(4) of the Self-governmg
Terntories Constitution Act No 21 of 1971

Expenditure mncurred by the South African
Government in this regard amounted to R193
mullion (rounded) for the financial year 1991-

92

In addition to this aid the South African
Government also rendered legal, agricultural
and aid 1n the ficld of infrastructure creation
and town establishment and management to
name but a few examples to the self-governing
territories The monetary extent of this aid s
not determinable 1n view of the fact that 1t 1s
included in the overhead costs of a vaniety of
ine function departments

As far as part (b} of the question 1s concerned
it can be mentioned that a total amount of
R7 260 534 000 had been made available in
the financial year 1991-92 from the State
Revenue Fund of the South African Govern-
ment to  the self-governming territories

Amounts of R12,35 million and R63,597 mul-
hon were however suspended and rolled over
to the financial year 1992-93 with the result
that an amount of R7 184 587 000 was directly
transferred to the Revenue Funds of the
self-governing territories Details of the total
grant of R7 260 534 000 are set forth in the
attached schedule Except for an amount of
R236,765 million mn respect of capital expend:-
ture the balance reflected in columns 3, 4 and 5
1s mainly for current expenditure
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GRANTS TO SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES: FINANCIAL YEAR 1991/92
. AL
_ | SOCIAL |DEVELOP-] OTHER |IMPROVE-| STATU- | TOT
wﬂwﬁ ASSIST- | MENT AS- | ASSIST- | MENTOF | TORY
ANCE | SISTANCE | ANCE CONDI- | GRANTS
ALLOW- TIONS OF
SLUMN MN 3 | COLUMN 4 | COLUMN 5
OLUMN 2 | COLU .
now% He R’000 R'000 R’000 R'000 R'000
Gazankulu 34 086 26 343 710 650 72 688 85 563 929 330
KaNgwane 20 210 24321 | 381 131(a) 31 588 71 082 528 332
KwaNde- 12 799 11 342 262 318 27 159 73 366 386 984
bele
KwaZulu 228 111 51482 | 2402066 | 198162 268 844 | 3 148 665
Lebowa 111 308 48486 | 1473352 | 147632 131088 | 1911876
Qwaqwa 14 348 7 998 273 949 33 471 25 581 355 347
Total R 420862 | 169972(b) | 5503466 | 510700 655 534 | 7 260 534(c)
Explanations

(a) R12,35 mlhon suspended and rolled over to financial year 1992/93

(b) R63,597 mullion obtamned from sale of strategic reserves suspended and rolled over to financial
year 1992/93
(c) Includes R522,564 million of Additional Appropration, 1992

Involvement of State in Case No 13359/85

321 Mr A GERBER asked the Mimster of Local
Government and National Housing ¥

(1) Whether the State was involved m Case

No 13359/85 which came up for tnial in the
Cape Provincial Division of the Supreme
Court, if so, (a) what 1n essence did this
case deal with, (b) what in essence was the
outcome of the case and (c) what were the
total court costs to the State,

(2) whether the finding of the court has been
implemented since, if not, why not, 1f so,

to what extent,
(3) whether he will make a statement on the

matter?
BR0OSE
The MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND NATIONAL HOUSING

(1) Supreme Court Case No 13359/85 (Cape
Provincial Division) was reported 1n the
South African Law Reports as “Sedge-
field Ratepayers’ and Voters’ Association
and Others v Government of the Republic
of South Africa and Others 1989 (2) SA
685 As appears from the first page of

the judgment of the Court annexed to the
guestion, various institutions of the State
were mmvolved mm the matter as respon-

ﬁ dents

(a) In essence the dispute concerned a
proposal by the Divisional Council of
Outeniqua to establhish a township on
Portion 2 of Lot KD No 185 held by
the Divisional Council under Crown
orant The land hes close to the
Swartvleilagoon The town of Sedge-
field on the other side of the lagoon 1s
in close proximuty to the land and the
apphcants in the matter contended
that the establishment of the town-
ship would dimimsh the value and
impair their enjoyment of thetr prop-
erties in Sedgefield

The Crown grant was made subject
to certaimn conditions, notably that
the land be used for special public
purpose, viz a holiday resort At the
instance of the Divisional Council
with a view to the establishment of
the township on the land, both the
State President and the Mimster of
Community Development had, some

€5 WwWh—D>
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years earlier and at various tiraes,
deleted certain of the conditions of

title The Registrar of Deeds had
registered such deletions

The apphcants apphed to the Court
for an order declaring to be void and
of no effect—

¥

the decisions by the State Presi-
dent and the Mimister of Commu-

nity Development to delete the
conditions, and

the decision by the Divisional
Council to establish the township
on the land

(b) In essence the Court—

* declared the deletions of the con-

ditions to be voird and set such
aside,

* declared the registration of the

deletions to be void and set such
aside,

* declared the Davistional Council to

be not entitled to develop a town-
ship on the land

(¢) The total court costs to the State
amounted to R29 (11,75

(2) The Registrar of Deeds has not yet remn-
stated the title conditions concerned 1n his
records, but such registration action
would be taken by him only when ap-
proached 1n this connection by the owner
of the land The Admunistrator’s approvai
of the establishment of the township
(which lapsed before the judgment of the
Court) has not been renewed No town-

ship has been established or developed on
the land

(3) No

Nutritional value of foodstuffs

(1) Whether, with reference to composite
products included in her Department’s
recommended list for its Nutnition Devel-
opment Programme, any of the foodstuffs

supphed by a certain company, the name
of which has been furmished to the Mims-

ter’'s Department for the purpose of her

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

(2)

reply, have been analysed for their nutri-
tional value, if not, why not, 1if so, (a)
what foodstuffs are supphed by this com-

pany, {b} (1) which of these foodstuffs
have been so analysed and (u) what were

the findings 1 each case and (¢} what 1s
the name of the company 1n question,

whether she will make a statement on the
matter?

B8OSE
The MINISTER OF NATIONAIL. HEALTH

(1)

Yes, the South African Bureau of Stan-
dards analysed the nutnient content of

some of the foodstuffs which are supplied
by the relevant company,

(a) “Lebnomix” (dairy blend)
Maize meal

“Mince” (textunized vegetable pro-
temn and marog)

“Mince marog” (texturized veg-
etable protein)

“Fruitkoel” (vitamin C-ennched
drink)

“Provite” (protein-vitamin-mineral-
enriched drink)

Other foodstuffs which are supplied
by the company and which comply to
the approved list of food items, are
stew nuggets (textunzed vegetable

protein}, “Supreme” soup and high
protem soup powder,

(1) the nutrnient analyses of the
“mmnce’’, stew nuggets and
supreme soup were done and

(1) the products’ nutrient values
complied with the laid-down re-
quirements and

(b)

(c) Lebnor Foods,

————t  {2) no

323 Mr M J ELLIS asked the
National Health

(1) Whether any orgamzations have received
funds 1n terms of the Government’s
Nutntion Development Programme, if
50, (a) what are their names, (b) how
much has been made available to each

ey
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(1)

(2)

meet 1n order to quahfy to receive funds
in terms of the above-mentioned pro+

gramme”
B80O9E

The MINISTER OF NATIONAL HEALTH

Yes, funds were made available to non-
governmental organizations in terms of
the Government’s Nutntion Develop-
ment Programme (NDP),

(a) a list with the names of the 309
non-governmental orgamzations that
have received funding from the
NDP, appears on the attached an-

nexure,
(b} sece annexure and
(c) 245 non-governmental orgamzations

reccived funding from the NDP be-
tween 1 October 1991 and 31 March
1992 64 non-governmental organiza-
tions recewed funding from the
NDP between 1 Aprl 1992 and
16 June 1992,

each non-governmental orgamzation
which applies for financial assistance from
the NDP must describe the planned
project/programme It 8 prescribed appli-
cation form which 1s obtainable from the
nearest regtonal office of the Department
of National Health and Population Devel-
opment (NHPD)

Some of the details that should be fur-
nmished 1n the application are

— Goals and objectives of the pro-
gramme/project, that must nclude de-
velopment actions

— The target group(s)

— Critena for entering the programme/
project

— Criternia for withdrawal from the pro-
gramme/project

— Critena for evaluating the success of
the programme/project

— A financial state of income and expen-
diture

1502
1501 \\ Ny FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 1992 |}, m.nﬂQf
.. % __Th t of funds needed
organization and {c) n respect of what — The amoun
date 1s this nformation furmshed, — The manner m which the money will
(2) what critena does an organization have to \ be utihzed

Furthermore, each non-governmental or-
ganizatton must complete and sign the
Undertaking and 1mmnal the Fimnancial
Control Measures to ensure that funds
will be utilized only for the purpose
mentioned, before any payments can be
made

Funds paid to non-govermmental organizations
(NGO's) as at 31 March 1992 (1991/92 financial

year)
Southern Transvaal Region

1 Imgqualfe (Pty) Ltd

(Nutsmaatskappy) R1 925 000,00
9 Food Gardens Foundation R 200 000,00
3 Street-Wise R 70 000,00
4 “Mes-Aksie (Middestad

Evangelhsasie en Sending-

Aksie)” 250 000,00
5 Save the Children Fund 250 000,00
6 Ekutulem Anglican Mission 44 000,00
7 “Chnstehike Maatskaphke

Raad” 607 200,00
8 The Shepherd’s Flock

Mimstries 50 000,00

10 000,60

9 Rluegill Waters Farm School
27 500,00

10 South African Legion

11 Soweto Workshop for the
Blnd

12 Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul

13 “Shiloh Voedselbediening™

14 “Suid-Afrikaanse Vroue-
federasie Rustenburg”

15 Kimndernothilfe Southern
Africa

16 “Stilfontein Kinder- en
Gesinsorgvereniging’’

17 “Die Ark Bediening”

18 The Jimmy O’Connor
Welfare Services Club

19 Meals on Wheels for the
Aged Johannesburg North

17 520,00
100 000,00

18 000,00
83 000,00

37 500,00

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R 10 000,00
R

R

R

R

R

R 12 500,00
R

50 000,00

Branch R 10 000,00
20 “Kosmos Dienssentrum vir

Bejaardes™ R 10 000,00
21 AFCS Commumty Nutn-

tional Education and

Feeding Scheme R 20 100,00
22 “Laerskool Venterspost” R  6000,00

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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Codesa at local level to
work out a basie blueprint

for the future

They believe there are
certain vital issues like
boundaries for new, viabie
loeal areas — and possible
metropelitan government —
that can best be decided by
local people intimately
mnmnuEEn with local problems
and conditions

In separate interviews with
Weekend Argus this week, both
mayars came out strongly in
favour of round-table
negotiations to thrash out such
13sues before Codesa worked
out a plan at national level for
local and regional government.

The 1dea 13 that the local
decisions could f{hen be
submitted to Codesa for
consideration ion the natlonal
negotiations.

One suggestion is that the
mutiative for local round-table
negotiations — to include all
interest m_.oEum -~ should come
from the governmeni or
provincial authonties.

However, both the Ministry
of Local Government and the
Cape Provineial
Administration seemed
unenthnsiastic about the
propasal. Spokesmen indicated

they feared such talks could
retard the negotiation process
and should be left rather for

Iater when local Issues ecould
be discussed within the
Codesa’s
guidelines

The Mayor of Cape Town,
Mr Frank van der Velde, told
Weekend Argus he believed a
constitutional plan for loecal

overnment 10 the Greater

ape Town ares should be
worked out by a “mum-Codesa”
at local level.

QOuthining his thoughts on the
future during an mterview this
week, Mr Van der Velde said.
“It is abseclutely essential to
start a process that would
involve a gething-together of
all the stakeholders of Cape
Town for the modelling of a
new constitution for local
government.”

The idea was that the loecal
people knew best what their
n Were.

Once they reached
w:mnmmﬂﬂwnwn on a plan Hﬁmnnw.m

{ure, their proposals ¢o
submitted to Codesa for
consideration at a national
level and for le inclusion
tn or adaptation to a national
plan.

One of the matters that
called for local Codesa-type
discussion was the creation of
boundaries for viable loecal
authorities,

In the Greater Cape Town
regiwon, for example, there were

UST who and what will rule the Western
Cape 1n a new, democratic South Africa®
It is a question vigorously exercising the
minds and energies of many interested

and mvolved parties 1n the region

Among them are the mayors of the two leading
centres in the Cape Pemmnsula metropolitan area —
Cape Town and Bellville — who have called for a

HIE TS Y

-
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Two leading Cape mayors want local Codesa-style negotlations on the
Cape Peninsula’s future — and they are already thinking about how they
would re-structure local and regional government But government and
provincial authonties have their own ideas FRANS ESTERHUYSE,

Weekend Argus Political Correspondent, reports .. _:

about 66 local authority
structures, all of which were
Jdnvolved in cross-cutting
controls over areas in the
region

Mr Vap der Velde said. “It is

nite Emwmu that even MEE just

£ purely economic viewpoint,
Ema temn of local government
must be rationalised The
million-dollar questton is
How™

He envisaged reducing the 66
local authority sfructures to
about four or five, which then
would be linked to an
umbrella-type metropolitan
government.

The metropolitan authority

“would be responsible for

matters of common nterest
like water, eleciricity,
transport, town and urban
planning, certain health
gsarvices and the distribufion of
fire and ambulance stations
An impertant issue to be
decided was the boundares of
Jocal authority areas and the
houndary for Greater Cape
Town. At this mﬁﬂﬁ it was still
uncertain whether Greater
Cape Town should comprise
only the immediate urban
areas of the Pemnsula — Cape
Town, Bellville, the Cape Ilats
and the Stellenbosch/Somerset

West complex — or whether it
should include a wider area
extending to Paarl/Wellington,
for example.

At loecal talks, the various
options could be considered.

Mr Van der Velde said Ca
Town had done considerable
research into possible
struetures and models of local
government. “We have, 10 fact,
submutted to Codesa the resuits
of our research.

““Qur research, although
based bere, 15 applicable to ail
metropolitan areas.”

Bellviile Mayor Mr Willie
van Schoor said Codesa-style
talks hetween civic leaders and
all nterested parties of the
Cape Town and Tygerberg
metropolitan regions should be
held so0o0n to get clarity on
matters of vital importance to
them

Such negotiations at a local
level shoitld he held now to
prepare the ground for the
practical application of local
and regional government

nidelines to be decided on
ater at the Codesa talks held
at a national level

Mr Van Schoor said key
decisions that could only be
taken at a local level by people
intimately acquainted with

h n

. v

_nnw_ conditions [neluded.

B The mumcipal boundaries
within a possible metropohitan
region or regions,

B Would there be ¢ne or two
metropolitan authorities? and

B What would be the powers
and functions of metropohtan
government?

The initiative for a loeal
“mini-Codesa” on such matters
should be taken by a “higher
authority” — preferably at
provincial or  central
government level

These are among Mr Van
Schoor's thoughts outlined to
Weekend Argus during an
interview this week on his
vision of the Cape’s future.

“I believe a}ll parties
concerned must be brought
together around a table so that
the %mnw_.m themselves can
decide on Kkey 1ssues such as
Hm% autbority Boundaries,” he

The determination of
boundaries, n fact, was a
prerequisite  for the
egtablishment of metropolitan
government.

Hﬁwdmumgﬁ_._m nnunmﬂ" nm
metropolitan government is an
umbrella authority dealing
with matters of common
Interest 1 a region consisting

pe

of a number of autonomous
local anthorities.

An mmportant decision would
be the powers and functions of
a metropolitan anthority This
would determune the extent of
the area to be i1ncluded, and
whether Greater Cape Town
should have one or two
metropolitan authorities

Mr Van Schoor saw two
nn_u:nuu — upne authority for
ape Town/Tygerberg, or two
authorities (one for Cape Town
and one for .H_qm.m_._umw%w. with
the N2 as the basic dividing
line between the two

Since the abolition of the
Group Areas Act, people had
been given the right to buy
wunwmﬁ.w and to hve wherever
hey wished They paid the
game rates and taxes and
bought the same services for
the same price.

Mr Van Schoor said. “There
1s, therefore, no reason why ail
people should not be mvolved
in the decision-rmmaking process
of local authorities. I have no
illusions about that.”

The Adminmstrator of the
Cape, Mr Kobus Mewring, said
he did not think a _onL Cape
“mini-Codesa’” on local,
metropolitan, or regional
government would be a
praciical proposition at this
stage Su eussions might
take too long before agreement
Jmm reached on any specific
plan

Mr Meiring indicated that he
referred, as a first step, that
ocal authorities should

normalise the situation within
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their own areas along the hnes
of “one city, one tax base”

{Once this had been achieved,
local discussions on future
local or regional authonty
structures could be held within
the framework of Codesa’s
decisions on constifutional
gutdelines

Defending. the Interim
Measures for
Government Act, he said 1t was
not prescriptive

Although this law was not
faultiess, it certainly helped to
achieve the aim of “one city,
one tax base” This objective
also could be achieved outside
the Act.

Loecal -

Municipal options:

-

vy,

1,40

fo,  dut ! 4

Mr Meiring noted that the
Act provided for merely
temporary measures for the
interim period. It was still for
Codesa to dectde on aspects of
Iocal and regional government.

QOn the question of a
proposed estern Cape
Teg onal government, 'y

Meiring said he welcomed the
plan based on the proposed
nine development regions for
South Africa

A spokesman for the
Minister of Local Government,
Mr Leon Wessels, said the
Minister would speak on these
matters in parliament next
week,
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Map BOB GRIERSON, The Argus

PROFILE

TOP LEFT* The map shows the
part of the axisting Cape
Province which will become a
separate reglon In a federal-type
govemment system if proposals
10 Codesa ars In¢luded in thelr
present form In 2 new
constitution

"= Tha proposals are based on a

regione! development plan In
terms of which nine separate
ragions have been mapped out
for South Africa and the exlsting
black homelanda.

Aree. 259 915 3q km (second
_._mu_.m_ﬂn of the mne reglons in South
Afrira)

Population. 3 512 (0
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aecisions thdat couid only be
taken at a local level by dpeople
intimately acquainted with

umbrella authority dealin
with matters of commor
interest 1n a region consisting

arvad Ui e I CiilsUld — LﬂpE

Town, Bellville, the Cape Flats

In the Greater Cape Town
and the Stellenbosch/Somerset

region, for example, there were

] e Bt i o
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- iers that the resnlts of much of

- jore parliament rams even an
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Peninsula’s future

|

| JEAN LE MAY -f
i Weekend Argus Reporter . collapse L
 OFFICIALS whose working = SAMWU has been described
| hours are devoted to redrawing l;i' an Informed observer as a
+the shape of the Cape were “key actor in the debate on 16-
,doubtless among the CPA cal government transition, par-
| workers peering uneasily from  ticularly influential within Co-
the windows of the Wale Street Satu and community-based
‘building at a large crowd of -(black) organisations”.
protesiing municipal workers ' The union supports the goal
this week, L ;5. of democratic, non-racial local
- _The demoristators, members * -.government based on one per-
 of the Cosatu-affihated SA Mu-  Son-one vote. * ‘
| nicipal Workers’ Union, waved
placards reading “No to umlat-
eral restructuring” among oth-
{ers dealing with bread-and-hut-
ter issues such as wages and

throat, the whole process could

discussions among extra-par-
liamentary groups are those at
the regular workshop seminars
run by Idasa ‘

 retrenchments, Idasa regional director Mr
j, A memorandum addressed David Schmidt said there was
to the CPA and the Cape Town . “a great deal of consensus that

significant progress towards
creating new local authority
structures would not be made
until there was a national
framework” )

;city council was handed in. It
rejected the Interim Measures
'for Local Government Act and
jcalled for an end to the unilat-
|eral restructuring of local ay-

thorities. ‘- "7 It was essential that there
Scores of people 1n the CPA, had to be a dynamic inter-rela-
the ety council and in various : tionsh
other bodies in towns between tional
‘Stellenbosch and Scarborough
iare busily composing compli-
cated, well-researched reports
:on the future of the Western
*C&p&. ALY B
Overall, the debate on the fy-
‘ture of the Western Cape is whether either or both would

well on the way towards be- pe elected or appointed, he
coming a thriving local indus-  said,

try ¢ Many of the bodies preparmng
Many of those involved in reports on the future of the

the debate could be wasting Peninsula, among them the
their time. This 1s because city council and the Malan
there 18 such wide divergence Committee, are doing so with
in the views of the major Play-  the idea of sending them to Co-
desa for discussion there when
1t gets around fo 1t

Mr Schmidt sees a problem
with this

“Codesa is linked to political
parties,” he said

ansition, he gaid.
For the cities, one answer

ernment with a whole lot of
tl,;imary local authorities under
’ i‘he question thén arose

the hard work will be pigeon-
holed. 3 .

' This week’s mass protest
'was a straw 1 the wind. The
IANC’s Local Government Com-
mission will have nothing to do ) )
with the Act and 15 still busy However in our experience
formulating its proposals, Wwe find that most of the civie
which 1t insists must be within ~ associations feel that the whole
a framework established at na-  1ssue of local transition 1s so
tional level, at present indica- ™much more complicated than
tions are that a “broader fo- national transitron that it
rum’’ will be propused to should be dealt with hy the

frlegotiate the whole issue. people mvolved Idasa 1s hold-
If the Provincial and Local D8 regular monthly forums for
Authority Affairs Bill now he- the stakeholders,

What proposals, meanwhile,
interim innovation down its are bemg put forward by de-

i Typical of pre-neg&hation ]

between local and na-

>could be “a metropolitan goy-

ate widens on®

. baters on the other side of the

floor — those who, roughly,
represent white interests?

The CPA's Dr Donald

" Craythorne said that his de-

partment was working tewards

.implementing the Interim

Measures Act. _

The Malan Committee,
which is part of the CPA ma-
chmery for implementing the

- Act, has already submitted two

reporfs fo the Admunistrator

and to the Minister of Local

Government, Mr Leon Wessels

The first, on the firances of
local authorities, was complet-

- €d in December last year,

It recommended that exisi-
iIng municipal boundaries
should be extended to include
rural areas, that gradually
there should be a move away
from small non-viable bodieg
to larger, self-supporting au-
thorities, and that a model
should be developed to show
how different communities
could be served by a strong lo-
cal authority within a defined

' area. It also made extensive fi-

nancial recommendations.

The committee’s second re-

rt was still with the mnis-

r, saild chairman Dr Wynand
Malan. It dealt with agency
services rendered by Regional
Services Councils (RSCs) to lo-
cal authorities, . .

At present, the committee 18
working on the demarcation of
boundaries, said committee
member Mr Kobus Hugo.

The Cape Town city council
is working on a different tack,
having refused to work within
the framework of the Act

Last October 1t agreed with
the Administrator that the CPA
would promote the process of

negotiation within the present
structures of local government
in the Peninsula while the city
councul did the same with ex.-
tra-parliamentary groups.

In an interview this week
deputy city admimstrator Mr
Gys Hofmeyr told Weekend Ar-
gus that 1t seemed clear that
there was gomng to be a form of
metropolitan government for
the Peninsula and that the
RSCs could be on therr yay
out.
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EGOTIATIONS for non-

racial metropolitan

government 1n the
western Cape and other cities
could be scuppered by contro-
versial legls]l;tmn betore Par-
liament this week, reports
JEAN LE MAY.

The Provincial and Local
Authority Affairs Bill, which
has been described as “unprec-
edented interference in local
autonomy”, gives administra-
tors the power to make procla-
mations forcing local author-
ties to conform fo the Interim
Measures for Local Govern-
ment Act if they are not satis-
fied with their progress.

It also empowers them to
apportion mcome and expendi-
ture and establish uniform tar-
iffs for services n the areas in-
volved,

The Cape Town City Council,
the African National Congress
and many bodies now negotiat-
ing for a metropolitan struc-
ture in the Western Cape have
refused to comply with the Act,
passed last year in the face of
controversy.

Weekend Argus has estab-
lished that a committee ap-

ointed by Cape Admunistrator

r Kobus Meirmmg under the
chairmanshiwi Dr Wynand
Malan 1s working on the mncor-
poration of rural areas mto lo-
cal authorities, with a brief
that includes financial arrange-
ments and the demarcation of
boundaries,

At a meeting of the United
Munictpal Executive in March,
the Mmmster of Local Govern-
ment, Mr Leon Wessels, strong-
ly criticised the Cape Town

City Council for not imple-
menting the Act.

The céuncil has now called
on Mr Wessels to withdraw the
Provinelal and Local Authority
Affairs Bill on the grounds that
it 13 “undemocratic, confusing
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was reached on any specmc
plan.

Mr Meiring mndicated that he
referred, as a first step, that
ocal authorities should

normalise the situation within

Although this law was not
faultless, 1t certainly helped to
achieve the aim of “one city,
one tax base”. This objective
also could be aclueved outside
the Act.

A spokesman for thej
Mimster of Local Govermnen
Mr Leon Wessels, said th
Minister would s eak on theses
matters 1n parhament nex d
week,

Local government

talks foundering™ !

and will bedevil the process of
constitutional negotiation”.

' Mr Jasper Walsh, Democrat-
ic Party and spokesman on
local government, said that
“once again the National Party
is looking for electoral gain by
ramrodding this offensive Bill
through parliament without
consulting bodies hke the ANC
and the civic associations”.

L

The Admmstrator could not
be reached for comment, but
his liaison officer, Mr Van
Heerden Heunis, said. “The Ad-
mimstrator 1s on record as say-
.ing that he will net approve
;-prn osals for new interim local

orities in terms of the Act
1f he 15 not satisfied that they

reflect the wishes of the com
munity at large, and that they
are indeed the product of the
input of representative com-
munity leaders.”

Mr Walsh, asked to comment
on this, said: “Will the Malan
Cnmm1ttee appomnted by the
Admmlstrator to look mto the
whole question of boundaries
and financing, be the judge of
criteria for consultation before
he implements the Act?”

The terms of reference of
the Malan Committee are to_
“investigate the implications of
the incorporation of rural ar-
eas into the jurisdiction of lo-

cal author1t1es in the Cape
Province”, with particular ref-
erence {o votmg qualifications,

b Mphcatmus.

the demarcation of boundanes

a basis for “a just and equitables-
» rates deal” for rural nhabit

ants, and financial and staf

'I'__‘
Fe ‘

+x Mr Kobus Hugo, a memberyj
of the Malan Committee, asked:; &
about the future of squatterﬁi
camps, said. “If there arep:
squatter camps within the ar-f
eas with which we are working,ig:

but the squatter camps #

selves are outside our terms of} f.,;_f'
reference, - Ay

“-~*We're having a problem i3
, with some of the black areas.is
They won’t pay rents or rates,”
but they want the services. Ofg

course, in these areas the rates

have to be affordable.”
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THE overspending o
R109 million by the
Cape Provinceial
Administration, includ-
ing R97m on health ser-
vices, was unaccept-
able, DP MP for
Pinelands Mr Jasper
Walsh said yesterday.

The reasons should

H

heS 2 B o T

be found and further
overspending avoided,
he said in the debate on
the Finance Bill,

He said either spend-:
ing is not controlled
well enough; 1nsuffi-
cient amounts are bud-
geted for or the over-
spending 1s a resulf of a
combination of these




B A major political battle is looming after two
leading mayors called for round-table
negotiations to decide the future. of local and
regional government in the Western Cape.

FRANS ESTERHUYSE, weckend Argus Political Correspondent

r

politan government — that can
best be decided by local people
intimately acquainted with lo-
cal problems and conditions.

In separate interviews’ with
Weekend Argus this week, both
mayors came out strongly in
favour of round-table negotia-
tions to thrash out such 1ssues

g , . MAYORS of the two leading centres in the Cape
e S — S Penmnsula metropolitan area — Cape Town and
- 8 Bellville — have called for a mini-Codesa at lo-
= — cal level to work out a basic blueprint for the fu-

= ture,
- o However, they and their supporters in local government seem
N S headed for certain confronta-
Sl e tion on the 1ssue with the gov-
) e o e W ernment and the provincial ad-

* * £ ,, mnistration

L N 2 The mayors believe there
E. ™ aW are certain vital 1ssues like
7 = boundaries for new viable local
H areas — and possible metro-

b g L]

could
sink

- A

il
T
Mr Van Schoor

oam

o

Mr Van der Velde

talks

JEAN LE MAY
_\f.f__eﬂcend Argus Reporter

NEGOTIATIONS for nonracial
metropolitan government could
be scuppered by controversial
legislation which 1s to go be-
fore parliament

The Provincial and Local
Authority Affairs Bill, which
hias been described as “unprec-
edented interference 1n local
autonomy”, gives administra-
tors the power to make procla-
mations forcing local authori-
fies to conform to the Interim
Measures for Local Govern-
ment Act if they are not satis-
fied with progress bemng made.

It also empowers them to
apportion income and expendi-
ture and establish aniform tar-
1ffs for services in the places
1nvolved

Cape Town City Council, the
ANC and many bodies now ne-
gotiating for a metropolitan
structure in the Western Cape
have refused to comply with
the Act, passed last year 1n the
face of sustained controversy

Moreover, Weekend Argus
has established that a commut-
tee appomnted by Cape Admin-
1strator Kobus Meiring under
the chairmanship of Dr Wyn-
and Malan 1s working on the
1incorporation of rural areas
into local authorities, with a
brief that includes financial ar-
rangements and the demarca-
tion of boundaries.

The City Council has now
called on Mr Wessels to with-
draw the Provincial and Loeal
Authority Affairs Bill on the
grounds that 1t 1s “undemocrat-
1c, confusing and will bedevil
the process of constitutional
negotiation”

Mr Dick Friedlander, chair-
man of the council’s executive
committee, said yesterday that
the Bill was “an unprecedented
interference m local autonomy
and a clear departure from the
government’s stated policy of
greater devolution ”

ANC spokesman Mr Basil
Davidson said’ “This 1s the kind
of sham we are accustomed to
working"with It 1s-revealing
the National Party’s old auto-
cratic tendencies,”

before Codesa works out a plan
at national level for local and
regipnal government.

One suggestion was that the
inifiative for local round-tabie
negotiations — to include all
Interest groups — should come
from the government or pro-
vincial authorities

However, both the Mmstry
of Local Government and the
Cape Provincial Administra-
tion seemed unenthusiastic
about the proposal.

Spokesmen indicated they
feared such talks could retard
the negotiation process and
should rather be left for later
when local issues could be dis-
cussed within the framework of
Codesa’s guidelines Kt

The Mayor of Cape Town,
Mr Frank van der Velde,, told
Weekend Argus he belieyed a
constitutional plan for local
government in the Greater
Cape Town area should be
worked out by a “mimi-Codesa”
at local level *

“It 18 absolutely essential to
start a process that would -
voive a getting together of ali
the stakeholders of Cape Town
for the modelling of a new con-
stitution for local government ”

Bellville Mayor Mr Willie
van Schoor said Codesa:style
talks between civic leaders and
all interested parties of the
Cape Town and Tygerberg
metropolitan regions should be
held soon to get clarity on mat-
ters of vital importance

Such negotiations at a local
level should be held now to
prepare the ground for the
practical application of loecal
and regional government
guidelines to be decided on lat-
er at the Codesa talks held at a
national level

The 1nitiative for a jocal
“mini-Codesa” on such matters
should be taken by a “higher
authority’” — preferably at
provincial or central govern-
ment level

The Administrator of the
Cape, Mr Kobus Merring, said
1n an interview he did not think
a local Cape “mini-Codesa” on
local, metropolitan, or regional
government would be a practi-
cal proposition at this stage

Mr Meiring indicated that he
referred, as a first step, that
ocal authorities should norma-

lise the situation within therr
own areas along the lines of
“one city, one tax base”




CAPE TOWN's City Council says sections of a bill
currently before Parliament “grossly interfere”
with 1ts autonomy — and has called on the Minis-
ter of Local Government and National Housing,
Mr Leon Wessels, to withdraw them immediately.

A spokesman for Mr Wessels said, huwever,rthat he
would not respond at this stage but would discuss the
matter 1n Parliament this week

The roiv 1S over Sections 27 and 28 of the Provineial
and Local Authority Affairs Bill

In terms of these sections the Admimstrator of a
province may. demarcate a joint administrative area
comprising two or more local authorities and may de-

cide how the revenues de-

rived from these local au-
thorities 1s spent

The chairman of Cape
Town's execufive commit-
tee, Mr Dick Friedlander,
said this week that the coun-
cil was extremely perturbed
by the 1mplications of these
fwo sections

“This Iegislation 1s an un-
precedented 1nterference in
local autonomy and a clear
departure from the govern-
ment’s stated policy of devo-
lution,” he said

| Dictated

It was not aceeptable “and
clearly undemocratic” that
elected local government
bodies could be obliged to
establish combined admin-
1strations and be dietated to
as to the allocation of their
resources, he said

Mr Friedlander said it
seemed as though the Bill
was an extension of the In-
terim Measures for Loeal
Government Aet which was
announced by Mr Wessels 1n
a speech on Mareh 27

This Act provides for ex-
1sting*municipalities,
coloured or Indian manage-
ment committees and black
town councils to form a joint
negotiating forum to enter
Into some kind of deal for
working together, said Cape
Town’s acting town clerk, Mr
Gys Hofmeyr

|- » Cape Town had resisted
this because 1t involved only
existing management com-
mittees or town councils
which were seen by many as
part of the apartherd strue-
ture, Mr Hofmeyr said

Many of these councils

- }-were also not elected demo-

cratically . Community or-
ganisations were not in-
volved 1n them as a right and

By EVE VOSLOO

had to be 1nvited to take
part .
“The Cape Town City
Council says future local an-
thorities should be elected
democratically and that any
deal negotiated must be
done with a full spectrum of
community stake holders,”
he said -

Until this was made possi-
ble by legislation, the coun-
c1l dad not want to be part of
an undemocratic interim
measure

. “The current legislation
enables the Administrator
to oblige local authorities to
become a Joint administra-
tion area,” Mr Hofmeyr said
“He can also decide how
income and expenditure 1n
this area 1s apportioned

“The City Council be-
lieves this 1s unwarranted (.
interference 1n its affairs "

In his speech on Mareh 27,
Mr Wessels said no local ay-
thority would be foreed to
become part of a joint
adminystration

Benefit

He said that over decades
accusations had been made
that only white communities
benefited from the sur-
pluses mn local government
Income from non-residen-
tial areas This problem
could be solved by diniding
this mmcome between local,
authorities within a joint

‘administration area

A City Counci] spokesmen
said 1t appeared that the two
sections they were objecting
to were being introduced to
allow the centra], govern-
ment to force local author:-
hies to become part of joint
administration areas
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CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Reporier

CHANGES to the city coun
cil budget philosophy must
go hand-in-hand with a
drastic change i the way
the city 18 managed, Says
councillor Mr Arthur Wien-
burg.

Mr Wienburg, 4 long-stand-
ing critic of city management,
was asked by The Argus how

he would change the running of
the city

His reforms would nclude

@ Implementing resource-
driven budgetng, g1vIng staff
strict hmiis 10 which to draw
up their proposals for spending
on projects,

@ Selling the electricity and
water departments to utility
companies and putting the
prof1is into a revolving fund to
provide housing for the poor,

@® Scrappmng automatic pay-
ment of 13th-cheque honuses to
staff,

@ Ordering the city council
organisations and methods
wranch to probe every council
branch and mvestigate possible
rationahsation,

@ Stopping all counci} sup-
port of € arities,

® Privatising Services, but
not where the council could run
them cheaper,

@ Cutting the hospitallty
budget by a third, and

® Cracking down OI over-
spending and finding ways 10
save money elsewhere 1o cOIml-
pensate for any potential over-

spending which could be justl-
fied i

“Cape Town must be run m
an efficient, cost-effective
manner,” he saud

The city council has more
than 16 000 staf and spends a
large part of 1ts rates 1ncome
on wages and salaries.

Top officials, including de-
partment heads, were paid
more than R100 000 annually.
Wienburg proposed Sev-

-

b

eral changes {0 staff manage-
ment. ' S
A fair pohcy of dealing with
employees would include an
oven-handed balance petween
demands and responsibiily

“If you pay & rand’s worth of
wages you have the right to ex-
pect a rand’s worth of work,”
he said, adding that many rate-
payers fell they were not get-
ting what they paud for

Heads of department would
be hired on 2 contract basls,
and would be given the power
to hire and fire therr own stafi

They would be rewarded ac-
cording to performance, which
would he appraised according
to objective guidelines

Running totals of departi-

ly, to stop unauthorised over-
spending

Qervices should be privatised
where benefiis were obvious,
but not where this would lead
to monopolies

Support 1o charities would be
cut off “Ratepayers can make
their oW charifable contribu-
tions directly — it 1s not the
function of a jocal authority”

Orgamsations ike the Faur-
est Cape Associallon, Wesgro
and Captour would be
from council grants.

A member of the newly-
founded “Biscunt Committee” |
investigating the catering bud-
get, he gaid spending on hospi-
tality and caiering should be
cut by a third

Strategies for
greater etficiency would be 1m-
plemented “Like
cheques immediately”

«ynally, we must stop tell-
ing raepayers what they are
to be given and we must ask
their opinions on what thelr
priorities are,” said Mr Wien-
burg

Councillors had 1o realise
they did not own the munici-
pality and were mere tempo-
rarér custodians of 1S assets, he
sal
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nion opposition puts
freeze on council plans

CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Reporter

MUNICIPAL Workers
Union opposition has led to
a freeze on the sale of Mait-
land Abattoir

* The council executive com-
mittee has held behind-closed-
doors talks on the sale with
Abacor and has been under
pressure from the Meat Board
to sell the operation, the last
municipal abattoir in the
country

Deputy city admimstrator
Mr Attie van der Merwe said
Exco had given the unmon de-
. tailed reasons for wanting to
sell the abattoir at two
meetings

No date had been set for an-
other meeting, he said

If agreement was reached on

selling the abattoir, tenders
would be called for, he said

“We have no specific deal
with Abacor,” Mr Van der
Merwe sald

The Meat Board had warned
1in a letter and in talks that res-
olution was needed so that ar-
rangements could be made
about the future handling of
‘meat 1n Cape Town

At present, the board regu-

lates the flow of slaughter ani-
mals 1nto Cape Town, and runs
quctions and the disposal of
offal

wWith deregulation expected
later this year, the city council
or the new owners would have
to take over these functions —
and the council lacked the ex-
perience and the staff to do
this, Mr Van der Merwe said

Meanwhile, improvements 0
meet new legal hygiene stan-
dards could cost ratepayers
mallions

“To keep present levels of
slaughter and meet new pre-
scribed hygilene standards
would cost at least B30 milhon

according to figures given to us
1in 1990 — and our reserves
stand at R19 millien at
present.”

, The improvements would
have to mmclude expansion of;
refrigeration facilities at load-
Ing areas, and a “major over-
haul” of abattoir equipment

If Maitland abattoir did not
‘have the required hygiene stan-

dards, slaughter ammals could |

. be diverted tc other centres

Samwu branch chairman Mr |

Salie Manie was not available
for comment

i



These should be delimited to incorporate a mix

Mayor’s reshaping pl

Call to divide Greater Cape Town into four munici

CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter

GREATER Cape Town should be divided into
four muntcipalities with a metropolitan coun-
cil co ordinating bulk services, says the May-
or of Cape Town, Mr Frank van der Velde

He believes future Emﬂdmc_:m: government
should not be “over-powerful” and, unhke the re-
gional services councils, should not dispense funds

At an Idasa seminar 1t Bellville on local govern-
ment adrmsirations in transibion last mght, Mr
Van der Velde strongly criticised government leg-
1slation which “bedevilled” negotiations, such as
the Interim Measures for Local Government Act
and the Provincial and Local Authoritres Affairs
Amendment Bail

Central govermment could help negotiations by
taking part in them without trying to direct them,
he saild ¢

In an interview today, Mr Van der Velde said
there was a need to rationalise the 86 local au-
Enﬂcmm 1n the Western Cape down to about four
or five
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Showers wiil clear as the wind moves to the
south-east over the Peninsula,

Fine and warm

WEATHER forecast for the Cape Pentusula and Bolend op to
Gpm fomorrow-

0 Fine and ¢ool, but warm tomorrow It will become cloudy
and cooler along the coast tomerrow aiternoon,
£ Wind lght south-easterly to north-easterly becommng north-
erly to north-westerly tomorrow and freshening.

(] The minimum temperature at DF Malan Airport will be 6
deg C, and the maximum tempetature 22 deg C.

THE MOON
Last quarter June 23 {1011)
New moon June 30 (0418)
First quarter...= July 7 (0443
Full mogn July 14 (2108

THE SUN

Sets today 17142 Rises tomorrow 0751

THE TIDES
High water today 0456 1723; tomorrow 0529 1757

Low water today- 1102 2327, tomorrow 1134

D' F Malan climatologicsl data for yesterda
(The figure in brackets shows the average nw_. the moxnth)

Maximum temperature 16,1 {120)
Minimum tempetature 105 (7.7)
Rainfall 2aln — 8am - 10,7mM
Progressive rainfalt for the menth 90,2 {91,5mmj}
Prevallitg wisd direction N {NNW) _
Maximum houarly velocity N 150 {N 17 5m/sec)
Maximum gust N 26,7 (N 295m/seq)
fam TEMPERATURES
Eloemionteln 8

Cape Town .
?;iéﬁr

i.ﬂ.»ﬂ.l." H.ihuvlu.lrft a

of residential, commercial and mdustrial areas to
be fmancially viable

“This would eliminate the need for the financial
cross-subsidisation now done by the regional ser-
vices counctl,” he said

The mefropolitan body would co-ordinate func-
tions such as water, electricity, transport and pos-
sibly fire and ambulance services

"This body need not be a huge bureavcracy”

Mr Van der Velde said the debate on restructur.
ing local government had concentrated on metro-
politan government, but there should be agree-
ment on municipal hodies so that 1t would be elear
what kind of metropolitan body was needed

“I am not being prescriptive about the four or
five mumicipahities, and this is my perspective, not
that of the city of Cape Town,” he mﬂ%

it would be wrong t{o speculate on the bound-
artes of the future mumcipalities he said

Objective discussion was needed because it was
mevitable that sorne people would have to relin-
quish established power hases for the benefit of the
wiole region. i

He agreed with the African National Congress
pont of view that nEEw—mm of structure should be
worked out at national level, but there should an
all-inclusive process at local level to contribute to

3

these discussions H

rm
mEMmm EEmuEﬂmnﬁn_nEanmnﬂmEEmu:m.
form should each discuss their ideas at regional
level, and “feed them up” to their representatives
for discussion at national level at Codesa

Mr Van der Velde criticised municipalities
which got tnvolved in bilateral negotiations and
then announced they were non-racia
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The process towards democracy was crucial and | ‘T e A ﬁu

should be all-inclusive, he said I

African National Congress delegate Ms Tham
Ngwelela, quoting from a policy document adopted
by the movement 1n May, sard local povernment
bureaucracies had become highly hierarchical and
centrabsed. te - T .

There should be a nationally co-ordinated tram-
ing effort to equp staff to meet development and
government challenges N

The present local government pay system, based
on grading of a municipality, should be scrapped
in favour of a living wage so that staff ﬂcﬁ% not
want to leave deprived areas i

It was possible rationalisation maght be neces-
sary, i1t should be fair to all concerned.

She said the ANC had succeeded 1n malking the
Interitn Measures Act unworkable

Frovincial admnmistrators should be replaced by
provincial multi-party committees

SA Nafional Civies Org imnisation regional assis-
tant general secretary Mr Newton Adams said the
future of cities should be decided by the people
who lived m them, who did not want to be co-opted
on to structures which “reek of apartheid”

The Intertm Measures Act and Provincial and
Local Authorities Affairs Amendment Bill were
clear indications the government was not serious
about power-sharing,

“We shall not be builied or coerced 1nto joint ad-
ministrations where whites remain in power, or
where people from oppressed communities are 1n-

anm_mn to win votes for the National Party,” he
Sdl
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Clty council blame(l or "
decline of Athlone CBD

o s v - ; . CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter

ATHLONE business and civic leaders say the

city council has allowed their central busi- .
ness district to become-run down to boost the

economy of wh1te-owned suburban shopping
centres

But in spite of their disiilusionment, they are ]
willing to take part in devising a new structure
plan for the area, according to a report>tabled at
a special joint meetmg of the town plannmg and
utilities and works commuttees.

The report said problems in the Athlone CBD
included. traffic congestion, insufficient parking,
Inadequate’ public transport, restrictive develop-

' ment controls, Inadequate hawker fac111tleSAand a
‘ poor shnppmg environment |

City planner Mr Neville Riley has recommend-
ed appointing a facihitator, at a cost of R40.000, to
aid p annmg the Athlone CBD oty

In a series of interviews, puhllc affarrs consul—
tant Ms Helen Zille found residents had a strong

—r e M
| A

emoftional attachment to Athlone. -

Those interviewed said the city council had al-
lowed the CBD to become run down to boost .
white-owned suburban shoppmg centres anq the
central city -

Formal and mformal business people accused”
the council of wanting to cut Athlone out of ma]nr
transport networks

| Athlone had been neglected becaused d1sen—
franchised people in the area were unable to- vute ,
counmllum out of office

The Athlone Business Association accused the [}
. councl] 'of failure to control hawking and”’ said
. rates pau:l by formal businesses were used to
clean up htter caused by informal business...

Hawkers were targeted by the association on -
several counts, including blocking vehicle and pe-
destrian traffm littering and alleged drug: 4deal-
Ing

break-mn a day 1n the business area. '

In spite of the problems, Athlone had great po-
tential as a ‘cosmopolitan shopping area and was
attracting a larger black clientele

Hawkers wanted the publie transport inter-
. change, and parking and leading far:lhties 1m-
i proved

Preventive measures against crime were need-
[ Edi i

! The Hazendal Ratepayers’ Association said the
| ?BD ghoulgl be expanded and hawklng by-laws en-
orce

Athlone had become an “environmental disas-
ter” because of litter, general filth, lack of toilets .
and :taps, and easy access to alcohol and drugs.

. A Golden,Arrow spokesman said narrow
streets and! ”undeﬂned” traffic flow, and taxis us-
ingithe bwtermmus, worsened congestlnn prob-
ems ¢ L

| Tax Operaturs sald more 'ranks, shelters and -
,  toilets werebneeded, but said they; resented offr-

-
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The association said there was at least {me R l



Restaurant sfnoking:
Exco treads lightly

CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter

UNWILLING to burn its fingers, the city
council executive committee 1s to ask the

full council for icy decisiop. on Smoking
In restaurants @ ARG ll"-ﬁ“.a Q"

An exco meetiiig yesterday passetl the de-

cision to the full council whep agreement
could not be reached g% 263) _

Some Exco member d-a ban on smok-
1ng at half the tables in restaurants would be
hard to police Others argued that the deci-
s1on should be left {o restaurateurs.

In other decisions yesterday, Exco voted
to

@® Keep 1ts policy of allowing fireworks 1n
demarcated areas in the Peninsula

® Refer to the full council a proposal to
charge fees at St James and Dalebrook pool
to lirmt users to 700 at a tiumne




CLIVE SAWYER ‘
Weekend Argus Municipal Reporter m&ﬁ-‘\b\aﬁ'

WANNA huy an abattoir? The city council is to put
the Maitland abattoir up for public sale “yery
soon’, qccurding to amenities and health commit-

The council had kept to its undertaking to con-
sult the two municipal trade unions, “but it is not
up to the unions 10 decide whether or not we sell”,
said Mr Kreiner.

~The abattoir employs 610 union members, Who
belong to either ihe SA Municipal Workers Union
or the SA Association of Municipal Employees.

The Meat Board has heen pressing the council to
make up its mind on whether the abattoir should

“he sold or renovated 1o meet new hygiene legisla-
tion at a cost of about R 160 million.

" Mr Kreiner said the council had told the unions
there could be a condition of sale which included
. gnarantees that conditions of gervice and pay
would not be negatively affected. However, the
;*‘un_igns had not been satisfied with this offer, he
said.
. - There had been 1o secret talks about the
 planned sale, and the council intended to call pub-
; liely for interested parties to make proposals. ..
+ “Lawyers had told the council that a letter by
¢ormer town clerk DI Stan Evans bound them to
, consult the unions on the sale. This had heen done,
said Mr Kreiner. . j o
 Options open 10 parties interested in taking over
the abattoir include buying or renting the building,
or moving the operation elsewhere
Any decision is likely 1o he influenced by plans

by Abacor to open 2 private abattolr in Atlantis.
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A R35 000 giff
for Cape Flatg

‘8arden project

DICAELERS (2b3) .
" Weekeng Argus Hepurter*ﬂﬂﬁ"‘ )4(4
_'_-—l—l-l—p__.__‘_
of

sreemng projeet 1n the Cape Flats
townships, has Come in for g
R35 000 windfaj] n the form of 5 |

8rant from the Canadian govern-
ment

The project, which recently won |
the Trees Tor Africa section of the |
1992 Green Tryst Environmenta]
Awards, runs two non-profit garden
cenires in Nyanga and Khayelitsha

The grant ;s ammed at boosting |
the Khayelitsha operation -

Canadian Ambassador Mr Chris-
topher Westdal saig the contriby. |
- 1100 was “Intendeq ¢, acknowledge |

and encourage the lmportant work
bemng undertaken on the Cape Fats |
by Abalim; Bezekhayanuinglts demon-
stration food gardening,-as welj 3s*
In 1S greemmg and oufreabh pro-. . §
grammes” . ) "

In the past year more than 7060
peuﬁle haye visited the Abalimy Be-
- Zekhayd garden centres, and "the|

project Igas*dzstrxb}lted and planted |

1

4 000 trees

e
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M Cape Town’s bid for
local Codesa-type
negotiations to work
out a blueprint for
future local
government in
metropolitan areas has
received a nod of
approval from the
government.

FRANS ESTERHUYSE

Weekend Argus
Poltical Correspondent

LOCAL Government Minister
Mr Leon Wessels has wel-
comed the idea of setting up a
Codesa-type body as called
tor by Cape civic leaders to
negotiate vital local issues af-
fecting the future of Greater
Cape Town,
. The concept of a Cape Codesa
was put forward by two leading
mayors in Cage metropolitan ar-
eas — Cape Town and Bellviile
— 10 Interviews in Weekend Ar-
gus last weekend

The minister, in his response to
questions from Weekend Argus,
has now come out i support of
the proposals for local negotia-
tions and’explained aspects of his
remarks In parliament this week
about them.

Although Mr Wessels had made
1t clear,1n parliament that he re-
cogmsed the competence of local
leaders to decide on local issues,
some critics feared he had

- stopped short of approving the
coneept of .local or regional Co-
desa-style negotiating forums as
advocated by the Cape mayors.

Replying to question$ from
Weekend Argus, however, Mr
Wessels said yesterday “It would
be welcomed if local leaders set
up a local ‘Codesa-type’ body,
hopefully-1t will have a broader
representafion than Codesa and
inclide allyinterest groups..

+ Some ﬁc”i::tfé%fexp"i‘e,ssed ;fears
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clinging to old authoritarian
ideas of unilateral decisions tak-
en “at the top” to rule the lives of
ordmary people at the bottom of
the power structure.

If so, such an approach would
go directly against the advice of
top specialists like political scien-
{1st Professor Dan Kriek of the
Umversity of South Africa and
others who said democratic gov-
ernment and power structures
should be developed by negotia-
tion “from the bottom up”

However, in reply to further
questions from Weekend Argus
on the proposed local government
forum, Mr Wessels seemed to dis-
pel such fears, He said “Leaders
of orgamised local government as
well as of civic associations
should participate mn such a body
together with political parties
represented at Codesa ”

Mr Wessels emphasised that
time was of the essence for the
reconstruction of local govern-
ment

Meanwhile, there was a largely
positive public response this
week to calls by Cape Town may-
or Mr Frank van der Velde and
Bellville mayor Mr Willie van

Schoor for Codesa-type negotia-
tions at local or regional level

Mr Van Schoor said he had re-
celved much posifive reaction

Mr Van der Velde, who has
also received largely favourable
reaction, saild “We have started
people thinking ”

He said people he met in lifts,
at functions and elsewhere had
spontaneously questioned him or
commented favourably on the
propasals reported in Weekend
Argus

Mr Van der Velde also outlined
his vision of the future mn an ad-
dress this week at an Idasa semi-
nar i Bellville on local govern-
ment 1n transition

He criticised government legs-
lation like the Interim Measures
for Local Government Act and
the Provincial and Local Authori-
ties Affairs Amendment Bill,
which “bedevilled” negotiations

The SA National Civics Orgamn-

"'.H

sation’s regional assistant géner-
al-secretary, Mr Newton Adams,
said the future of cities should be
decided by the people who hved
In them, who did not want to be
co-opted onto structures which
“reek of apartheid”

Mr Van Schoor said this week
he was pleased about the propos-
al by Mr Wessels for a national
forum on local government He
hoped such a plan seon would be-
come reality

However, matters that still
needed to be clarified included
the question of who would deter-
mine boundaries of local areas,
the possibihities of metropolitan
government and the functions
and powers of such government

Mr Van Schoor said he still be-
lieved these were matters that
should be negotiated at local,
rather than national, leve] be-
cause the local peopie knew best
about local problems and com-
plexities of unresolved issues

Democratic Party spokesman
on local government, Mr Jasper
Walsh, said the Provincial ang
Local Authority Affairs Amend-
ment Bill, as it stood, was “total-
Iy unacceptable” Reasons why
the DP rejected it mcluded, The

government had failed to consult -

broadly, 1t planned to overruie lo-
cal authorities and the proposed
legisiation was undemocratic

Mr Waish strongly supported
the concept of a Cape Codesa —
or local forum — 1n which all lo-
cal groupings would get together

and draw up proposals on issues

without mnterference from higher
authority

Ultimately, major decisions on
the shape of local government
could be taken at Codesa on a na-
tional level

Mr Walsh said part of the prob-
lem was that many of the rele-
vant groups in greater Cape
Town were not represented at
Codesa

At a national level, Codesa
would decide on the overal]
framework for local government,

and local plans would then fit
into this framework

[ . —_ ——




PROPERTY rates in Capé Town are the high;st In
the country and are hampering development

‘ This was said this week by the South African Property
‘ Owners Association (Sapoa), which claims to be the
y most powerful Iubb% of property.owners m South
t Africa Sl"ﬁmbﬂ Z.f((a E‘l 2.
Sapoa, among other things, runs “'think tank” semi-

nars and an annual convention on property and sets up
commtttees to monitor property legislation
Its Western Cape regional chairman, Mr Anton Mus-
| grave, said Sapoa had recently updated a study whach 1t
had first submitted to Mr Justice Steyn in 1989 for use

1n his investigation of the

rating system in Cape | By EVE VOSLOO l
Town —

Sapoa anat}jgsts lfnu{ld tha&
In respect of total rates and  m.p goes not charge sepa-
fees the main charges n dif- BE SEp
ferent centres were rately for sewage and refuse

I which some of the
® Cape Town R280 per remova ’
m? per month or 11,4 per- munteipalities in the com

cent of gross market rental, Paron do
® Durban R1,50 per m2  “People say that if you
(6,3 percent of gross market take that into account Cape
rental), Town'’s rates are still higher,
® Johannesburg. R1,32 Dbut we are In the peculiar
per m? (6,3 percent of gross position of being a munici-
market rental), ality 1n which a great num-
® Pretoria R1,18 per m? ber of people from outside

(5,3 percent of gross market Us€ its infrastructure, ser-
rental) vices and facilities”

“As expected, Cape Town  Mr Doman said Regional
has by far the highest rates Services Council areas

and fees "The mean total around Cape Town (Con-
rates and fees in Cape Town  stantia, Tokal) and other
15 1,87 times Durban’s mumerpalities (Fish Hoek,
mean, 2,12 times Johannes- Simon’s Town, Pinelands
burg’s and 2,37 times Pre- and parts of Milnerton) used
toria’s,” the study showed  Cape Town’s electricity and

other services like 1ts librar-

Negative 1es, traffic department and

clinies without having to pay
Mr Musgrave said the lat- for the infrastructure
est Cape Town rate 1ncrease

for 1992/1993 of about 16,5  “Cape Town also has 2
percent — which he said community conscience
was closer to 18 percent which motivates 1t to spend
when VAT was added — was about one percent of 1its
excessive ' rates income on low-1ncome
“Insufficreht effort has housing,” he said
been made hy the munici-
pality to curb the increase,” Im prove
Mr Musgrave said
“Taking mto account the _ The city recewed subsi-
fact that Cape Town’s rates d1es from the government,
are already approximately but there was always a
double those of Durban, Jo- greater need than the mon-
hannesburg or Pretoria, the €y could cater for and the
announced 1merease 15 ex- C¢ity contributed from its
tremely disappointing and own coffers, he said
15 a negative factor towards People 1n low-1ncome
encouraging new develop- areas, who had been kept
ment here there artificially by govern-
Most of the mulllﬂlpﬂlltlﬁﬂ ment puheles’ were slowly
around Cape Town also re- improving their position
cently announced their and would later be able t

rates increases pay more rates as the value
These ranged between 11 of their properties 1n-

and about 15 percent (Con- c¢reased, he said

stantia and Tokai 11,7 per-
’ ~ Mr Doman said the mqui-
cent, Goodwood 11,75 per ry nto Cape Town's rating

cent, Kuils River 12
percent, Pinelands 13,8 per- ﬁ?st;e?eggs M;gg “5113;%5 lsntgﬁlel

cent, Parow 14,9 percent

several recommendations,
and Fish Hoek just over 10 o0 0"0¢ which the council

“For instance, as yet Cape

percent)
City council spokesman Was implementing
Mr Ted Doman said yester- One of these was a com-

day that the city did not nec- plete revaluation of all
essarily agree with these properties which should be
figures completed by md-1993

“All sorts of variables Once this has been done
have to be taken into and new rates determined ,

account when dowmng com- the situation should im-
parisons,” he said. prove, Mr Doman said

-
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CENTRAL“?gwernment is cutting back on the
funds 1t gaves to local government, yet at the same
time 1t 15 g1ving local government more functions

Primary health is becoming a local authority
responsibility Some educational costs, such as
the payment of rates on school properties, and
perhaps also'maintenance of school grounds, are
likely to:be devolved {rom the government to
municipalities

|. New source

ubsidies for roads, fire brigades, ambulances
and libraries are under threat Something has got
to give sooner or later

Services will have to be drastically cut back, or
| rates and other fees will have to bhe vastly 1n-
creased, or funds for local government from some
new source will have to be found

The most likely scenario 1s that we will have a
combination of all three of the above We have
already seen signs of — or been warned about —
the first two options taking place Lattle has been
said about the third

Several commilssions have been appolnted by
| the government over the years to look 1nto the

| possibilities of raising additional revenue for

local government
| The most noteworthy addition to the financial
base of local authorities in recent years (1n 1987)
has been the imposition of Reglonal Services
Councll levies on the turnover, and on the salary
and wage'jpackages, of business enterprises
These are known as progressive taxes, because
the better you are doing, the more you are taxed
Income tax 15 an example of a progressive tax,
VAT 15 not
RSC levies are not liked by the business com-
munity Mr Bob Wood, who was until recently a

e to do but less fundin

it

&
DIARY [z

By ml)ﬂ q,l

spokesman for the Cape Town Chamber. of Com-
merce, feels they are too complex and 1nefficient

He suggested at a seminar on metropolitan
government recently that RSC levies should be
abolished and replaced by a system of raising
revenue through a surcharge on Value Added
Tax

It seems to me that RSC levies or their equlv-
alent will remain with us, but the introduction of
a VAT surcharge as well 15 highly Likely Sur-
charges may well differ from region to region
The Recewver of Revenue would collect them,
along with the rest of VAT, and distribute the
proceeds to regional governments

One of the government’s leading constitutional
experts, Dr Chris Thornhill, sald recently that
sources of revenue for local authorities would
have to be looked at

Shared revenue

“Withtthe government relinquishing tasks, you
could have 1t relinquishing a source of revenue
also .

A source of revenue could be shared between
local and higher government, S0 that some of the
funds go to each of them,” he said

@ One tax that is virtually certain to he de-
volved to.local authorities is the duty paid on
pf}uperty ownership transfers, which amounts to
about R160m countrywide per year

ywde peryest

-ﬂ.— L

el Seki——— -

il




t

@ A question mark hangs above one of the
Most powerful chairs in Cape Town — that
Of the chairman of the executive committee
of the City Council, to be vacated in

September by Mr Dick Friedlander.
Municipal Reporter CLIVE SAWYER

oMmL.w

reviews some possible occupants.

(GAMBLERS might be well
advised to keep their wal-
lets 1n their pockets until
spring brings the race 1nto
closer focus

One has to be cautious about
using that word “race” — bemng
the boss of exco 1s a tough job
these days, one to sort the al-
lermen from the alderboys

For a taxable allowance of
RS 400 monthly, the Incumbent
van expect hours of meetings
and sometimes aggressive
~crutiny from 1nside and out-
~1de the city council

While the mayor 1s ceremo-
nal leader, social host of the
Ity, and chairman of the city
ouncil, the chairman of exco
1eads a five-person team made
1p of himself and the chairmen
f standing commuttees

He 1s also ex officio the
1ty’s munister of finance and
lays a crucial role in polifical
‘olicy-making and “nuts and

bolts” matters such as wage
negotiations

Some ratepayers may feel
otherwise, but insiders say the
monthly allowance 1s hardly
fair payment for a job which
leaves no time to run a busi-
ness

In September, with the doors
shut to public and Press, coun-
cillors will enact a formal rity-
al of caucusing

But with Mr Friedlander
choosing budget day last month
to announce he would step
down, the first tentative can-
vassing has begun

Technically, the council will
elect a five-member exco,
whose members will sort out

portiolios among themselves

In practice, 1t tends to be the
other way round, with council-
lors lobbying for specific port-
folios

Possible contenders for exco
chalr are

T f

v 3

Dr John Sonnenberg

& Amenities and health com-
mittee chairman Mr Lowms
Kreiner, a former mayor
whose influence 1s keenly felt
In council circles

He has confirmed he 1s avail-
able and says “a number of
people” have already ap-
proached him to run

He does not know at this
stage whether or not to expect
opposition

As deputy exco chairman, he
has had ample opportumty to
learn the ropes, but recently
has had treatment for diabetes,
which has affected his sight

Mr John Mui

Nevertheless, he 18 confident he
will be able to do the job

Probably the leading candi-
date, 1f for any reason he
leaves the race before Septem-
ber it could blow the contest
wide open

M.Deputy mayor Mr Clive
Keegan has been mentioned by
various sources as a possible
candidate, though he would not
commit himself when inter-
viewed

“lI am a creature of council
and would be prepared to serve
In whatever position the coun-
w: thought me to be most use-
.—.—H 3y

Mr Louis Kreiner

In the meantime, “I am not
aware of any furious lobbying”

Asked 1f he would support
Mr Kreiner’s bid for the chair,
Mr Keegan would not com-

ment

Doffing the deputy mayor’s
chain to be exco chairman
would be a breach of couneil
precedent, which dictates that
deputies serve two terms until
becoming mayor

Insiders say Mr Keegan’s
membership of the 12-person
caucus could jeopardise wide-
spread support 1n the council

But caucus membership
could be more of a handicap —

Fha gy ~E
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Mr Clive Keegan

"

In some traditionabst eyes —
to an mmpartial first cifizen
than the outrightly political po-
sifton as head of exco

Mr Keegan 15 a well-known
figure with good political cre-
dentials, a record of service 1n
Iiberal ranks, and considerable
oratorial skill

B Town planning commuttee
chairman Mr John Muir was
Mr Friedlander’s predecessor
as exco chairman

Mr Muir rejoined exco last

year and 18 a member of the
group of 12

He said he would be “happy”
to stay on as charrman of town

'

planning and said he did not
covet the chairman’s job

B Dr John Sonnenberg 1s ac-
knowledged widely as deserv-
Ing a more top-level role 1n the
council

Currently amenmties and
health deputy chairman, the
former provincial councillor
was MEC for health

He has been tipped for a par-
Lhamentary seat more than
once, most recently when DP
MP Mr Tian van der Merwe
died 1n a car crash last year

An able debater, Dr Sonnen-

berg could take over the ame-
nities committee if Mr Kreiner
became Exco chair

However, an even more
time-consuming role 1n the city
could negatively affect his
practice

B Utilities and works com-
mit{ee chairman Mr Leon Mar-
kovitz was understood not to be
Interested in the top job

The former mayor 1s a suc-
cessful property baron, already
serving long hours running a
busy committee whose respon-
sibulities include the cleansing
and traffic services

. But he might be interested in
serving under Mr Kremner as
deputy chairman

M Dark horses named as pos-

sible new members of Exco

anils S——— - I

were former mayor and Cap-
tour chief executive Mr Gordon
Oliver, former mayor Mr Peter
Muller — both members of the
group of 12 — and deputy town
planning chairman and archi-
tect Mr Llewellyn van Wyk,
and accountant Mr Kenny Pen-
Kin

Mr Muller was named by
one source as a possible sue-
cessor to Mr Kremer 1n the
amemtles chair

Mr Van Wyk has been on the
council for seven years, and Mr
Penkin for five

All are recognised as able
councillors and achievers in
therr own right outside Civic
Centre walls, and the demands
of their outside lives would
have fo be taken into account
by anyone asking them to run

W Last but not least, Mr Ar-
thur Wienburg, long-standing
critic at present of the way the
present exco runs the city

An avowed devotee of effi-
ciency and enemy of waste —
and a prominent member of
the group of 12 — Mr Wien-
burg would have a tough race :
ahead of him if he set his sights
on the brown chair ac the cen-
tre of the exco row 1 the coun-
cill chamber

b
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' | 1n taking this decision t Keegan said the council had He added that any other use t{hat there was no guarantee
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By PETER DENNENY

NORWICH LIFE’s application
for a rezoning of i1ts Vineyard

council ran a considerable Tis]
of losing the *“priceless amen-
ity” of the cricket ground
“The company wants to de-
velop just one-third of the land
1t has bought, and donate the
use of the fields to the commun-
ity i perpetuity,” she said

But Deputy Mavor Mr Clive

Vineyard plan

always believed that Protea
Road should be the boundary
between the Claremont central
business dastriet and the ad-
joining residentral area 1n
Newlands '
“There 1s widespread anger
at this (the prospect of the
boundary being crossed)

;

of the land that was permitted
by its present zoning was “infi-
nitely preferable to this one”.

Mr Llewellyn van Wyk said
there was a very good chance of
the government overturning

the council’s rejection of the

application, “but we must not
decide with that 1n mind”

Mrs Eulalie Stott said she
hoped that turning down the
application would serve as a
warning to developers “about

that “the whack of willow”
(cricket-plaving) would be
heard there forever

There were 20 votes 1n favour
of turming down the applica-
tion, and three against

® New dining ‘smokeless
zones’ bid — Page 2
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Mumecipa

A Samwu pam1phl
ed to the Cape

munstration during
yesterday’s city cou

vices and amenities
The city council s

ARer 1)} 9a.

ferred from'the Gre

Workers’ Union has been cha)
‘lenged by Mr Arthur Wienburg to prove 1t has 1
" Mmandate:to be a political representative of the
“wider communyty”,

et, copies of which were hand-

own City Council, Western Cape
Regional Services Council and Cape Provineial Ad-

ncil meeting

It demanded an end to umlateral restructuring
of i6&al. government throughout the country, re-

Government Act, called for an epd to retrench-
ments and privatisation of services, and for ser-

for all
hould not accept Samwu’s per-

ceplions and allegations and Samwu should get a
mandate from the wider community to represent

1t poht:caliy, Mr Wienberg said

FUNDS totalling R2,6 million had to be trans-

en Point sewer ontfall scheme

budget to the fire services vote because three fire
engnes ordered 1n 1990 were delivered Iate.

Mr Peter Muller erticised “Incorrect and Impre-
cise hudgeting procedures” during a debate on the

' | transfer,of funds,
l - - -
] /———
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Municipal Reporier

THE city council executive
committee has been waiting
since March for an interview
with Mimster of Local Gov-
ernment Mr Leon Wessels
over controversial bids to en-
force mterim changes to lo-
cal government

The council yesterday
adopted a motion by Mr Ar-
thur Wienburg asking exco to
get assurances from Mr Wes-
sels that the Provincal and
I,ocal Authorities Affairs Bill
will not be used against Cape
Town -« >

. Exco was asked to publi-

—_  —

cise all efforts by the council
to make Cape'Town an open
city

Proposing the motion, Mr
Wienburg said the Bill —
passed by parliament but still
to be promulgated — was a
panic move 0 give the gov-
ernment credibility at the ex-
pense of the people.

The Bill, a companion to
the Interim Measures for Lo-
cal Government Act, empow-
ers Admumstrators to umfy
mumcipalities and make f1-
nancilal arrangements for
them by decree

en ci

- "'ij: - mm }“*: :ﬁ'

The government was a
rnarriage broker using the
shotgun approach, Mr Wien-
burg said

Clauses 1n the Bill enable
an Administrator to act
“where local authorities do
not progress safisfactorily
with negotiations as contem-
plated 1n the Interim Mea-
sures Act”.

Administrators can over-
rule democratically elected
local authorities, apportion

revenue, and define bound-
aries of councils

“Ths Bill has been rail-
roaded through parliament

——a ——— —_
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without any attempt to con-
sult outside the parhamenta-
ry system,” said Mr Wien-
burg

The only constituents who
would be prepared to deal
with Cape Town under the
government’s terms would be
management committees,
which were apartheid struc-
tures with no credibility 1n
the eyes of the wider commu-
nity, he said

The motion, seconded by
deputy mayor Mr Clive Kee-
gan, was adopted unanimous-

ly.
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PORT ELIZABETH
Perking up

M

Tourism and recreation developments worth
at least R317m are likely to boost Port Eliza-
beth’s property sector in particular and the
regional economy In general PE Publicity
Association director Peter Myles says 12
mayor projects are under way or in an ad-
vanced planmng stage They include devel-
opments worth R215m on the beachfront

The most ambitious are the redevelopment
of the Elizabeth Hotel as a sectional title
project and the construction of a 150-room
Holiday Inn Garden Court on vacant land 1n
front of the Elizabeth The two developments
will be linked by a 10000 m’ retall and
entertainment complex

On the nearby Brookes Hill site work has
started on a 120-room hotel costing R20m,
100 chalets worth R40m and a R15m enter-
tainment and leisure complex The popular
King’s Beach amphitheatre 18 being redeve-
loped at a cost of about R20m

In the CBD the old post office 15 being
converted into the 60-room Prince of Wales
Hotel at a cost of R25m and the Feathermar-

ket Hall 1s undergoing an R18m refurbish- |
ment to turn it into a European-style multl- |

e — —— —
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purpose concert hall and conference centire
The lower Baakens Street bus sheds are
being converted nto an jce-skating rink at a

cost of R2m

At Greenacres, there are plans for a
health, racket and aquatic club costing
R10,5m and the St George’s Park cricket
ground 1s being upgraded to the tune of
R26m to cater for mnternational tours

The go-ahead has also been given for the
redevelopment of under-used Portnet land
the harbour along the hnes of the Victona &
Alfred development m Cape Town

Myles says the mvestments are i line with
improving confidence 1n PE which saw re-
sidential property prices Increase by an aver-
age of 36% in the 12 months to the end of
September This confidence 1s relatedto the
success of the city’s “one-city” concept aimed
at incorporating all of PE’s residents 1n social,
political and economic planning n
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[ Staff Reporter

NO 1nvestigation 15 be-
Ing carried out into the
conduct of a senior Cape
Town, City Council town
planning official who
also holds a post in the
ANC

City administrator Mr
Gys Hofmeyr said a cir-
cular 1ssued under the
name of Ms Amanda
Younge 1n her capacity
as Western Cape con-
venor of the ANC’s Com-
mission for Local and

N

“probe
No probe
of council
official
Regional Government
had been brought to his
attentron

Ms Younge 1s also the
council’s deputy diree-
tor of town planning

According to the Bur-
ger, the circular ecrit-

cised certain local
government agreements ,
Mr Hofmeyr said the
matter was under cop-
sideration,:but no inves-
tigation was under way |
He had not yet decided
whether or not there was
any conflict of interests
“The council does not
seek to inhibit 1ts offi-
cials from involving
themselves 1n outside
activities of various
kinds, Including politi-
cal activities,” he said

e
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leisure, unit
Municipal Repﬁgg ] '_I ‘ﬂ\rf_

THE amalgamation of the city councalparks
and forests and civic amenities branches
must begin next month, the amenities and
health commuttee has resolved.

Municipal umons will be consulted about
the move, aimed at setting up a single ler-
sure umt or department.

Mr Arthur Wienburg chaired a sub-com-
muttee that probed the menits of the integra-
tion of the two branches.

The council organisations and methods
branch said integrating the branches would
yield savings and ensure centralised plan-
ning of council leisure services

Previously, director of human resources
Mr David Bereit1 noted the project could be
at risk because of union opposition

The SA Mumecipal Workers Union (Samwu)
was strongly opposed to being left out of de-
cisions on internal reform or rationalisation.
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Workers suffer

when se‘rvices

cra|7jan

are not paid for

ook v {2 + 1 ) pil 2T T

in an open letter to the South Afri an Mufuuipal 5y * 2 agEsmyes B
Workers Union, the Administrator of the Cape, Mr 1’ N

‘Kobus Meiring, replies to a'petition urging himto "

Fhllit “the unliaterat re-structuring of local govern-i . % .., Rl ,
ment in terms of the Interim Maasures Act’ andto: - ° e ey |

Enagutlata with SAMWU The petition says workers !
will take further actlon unless demands are mot: -
‘Apartheid is very much ahve in local government, '

it is argued, and local anthioflties are pl’i‘ﬂtiﬂngi
sarvices with no regard for the rights of veorkersd mli"'l 7

‘and the affected communities .

THE. Cape Provincial Administration
— and I, personally — are not only
superficially committed to an open-
door policy but we claim that our door
1s indeed open at all times for dia-
logue with all interested parties The
opportunity for frustful discussion has
often been used with good results —
iﬁﬁu by SAMWU For this we are grate-

SAMWU, however, i5 rather wide of
the mark with its tnsinuation that the
CPA 15 mvolved n attempts to “give
apartheid a non-racial label”

We, just ike many other institu-
tions, are eager to dispose finally of
the remnants of the apartheid era and
are determined to establish a new
dispensation as soon as possible We
are also irrevocably commtted to es
tablismang democratie, legitimate,
non-racial and workable government
institutions

Therefore, we also wish to contrib-
ute to the implementation of mea-
sures which may ease the transition to
a new dispensation The fact that new
government systems will be negotiat-
ed at the highest level does not, after
all, deprive anyone of the opportunity
to :.'itart contributing now towards this
en

And even though there are institu-
tions such as SAMWU that do not
agree that the Interim Measures for
Local Government Act, 1991 (Act 128
of 1891) is a useful instrument for this
purpose, our door is open for anyone
who can or wants to contnbute 1n
whatever way to the building of a new
system of local government.

Unsatisfactory

We too find untenable the fragmen-
tation of the present local government
system, the inadequate administra-
tion mm most black communities and
the uneven application of jointly gen-
erated mcome And 1t 15 precisely
with the elimination of this unsatis-
factory state of affairs in mind that we
would like to see that agreements are
entered mto at local government level
in the meantime — on the one hand to
iry to ensure that effective municipal
services will be rendered to all com-
munities and on the other to end the
unfair practice that white local au-
thorities alone decide about the use
of income from central business dis-
triets and industrial areas

Taking this 1nto consideration, the
attempts by SAMWU and related or-
ganisations to thwart inferim agree-
ments at local level directly harm the
poorer communities

Although the financial downfall of
black councils may possibly benefit

the revolutionary power-hungry in the
short term, the resulting chaos cannot
possibly be 1n the mterest of the com-
munity particularly not in the best
interest of the workers that SAMWU is
supposed to represent.

With regard to rationalisation and
the dismissal of workers, 1 want to
emphasise that the CPA approaches
these matters with the greatest possi-
ble responsibility and compassion

The fact of the matter is that the

urgent need for rationahsation and
arrangements for the sharing of in-

i " Wy 1 ek A m i e -
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come resources in the first place ema-
nates from the financial deprivation
of black local authorities — a need
which directly results from the boy-
cott of rent and services charges Or-
ganisations such as SAMWU must ask
themselves how much their actions
contribute to the establishment and
remnforcement of a culture of non-pay-
ment

We do not particularly want to see
people bemng dismissed but, 1n cases
where councils are forced to do this,
gvery case 1s considered on merit
Statistics prove that not only blacks
are affected by this, but also whites
Agamnst this background 1 want to
make an urgent appeal to people and
institutions not to politicise a delicate
matter such as the dismissal of work-
ers

I also want to stress that the ability
of an employer to pay expenses (such
as salaries) is directly related to his'
mcome In the few cases where local
authorities have been forced to dis-
mass workers, this could significantly
be attributed to a lack of money due to
the non-payment of services which
(even at heavily subsidised tariffs) are
rendered by such authorities

Appeals to the community not to pay
for rendered services, therefore, are
also to the detriment of workers who
might otherwise have been kept in
Rervice

Accusations

I furthermeore want to emphasise
that it 15 1n an internationally accept-
ed principle that people have the re-
sponsibihty and duty to pay for ser-
vices rendered to them Failing this,
service rendering cannot he main-
tained indefinitely and workers can-
not be kept 1n service indefimtely

With regard to SAMWU's concern
about the oprivatisation of certain
municipal services and accusations in
this regard, I want to stress that the
rendering of a more cost-effective ser-
vice 1n the interest of the broader
commumty is a main objective of pr1-
vatisation In this regard, too, statis-
ties show that there were no drastic
personnel cut-backs resulting from
the privatisation of municipat ser-
vices

Finally, the allegation that white
communities “alone pluck the fruts
of a disertminating tax system” does
not hold water The infrastructure
which (despite non payment of ser-
vices charges) has been established 1n
black communities proves this

SAMWU 15 also no doubt aware that
the restructuring of third-tier govern-
ment will be accompanted by mea-
sures in terms of which a just applica-
tion of tax money will be essured

I sincerely hope that this letter will
help clear up misunderstandings and
bring greater perspective to impor-
tant matters

I would alse like to reiterate my
invitation to interested parties such
as SAMWU to discuss grievances,
problems or suggestions with us Our
well-being will be furthered by joint
think:ing, deciston-making and action
and definitely not by suspicion-mon-
gering and unfounded allegations
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‘New view

CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Report

THE city administrator’s de-
partment underspent 1ts
1990/91 budget by R2 mallion,
but others were due for a pep
talk from city admmmstrator
Mr Gys Hofmeyr for over-
spendng

Ths emerged from a report
given to the executive commit-
tee yesterday, prepared m the
wake of another that caused a
storm among councillors by
disclosing overspending of
R7 million,

“The mmpression has appar-
ently been gained that the
R7 million was an excess on
i the overall budget for the de-
partment,” said city adminis-
trator Mr Gys Hofmeyr

He said his previous report
was misleading because state-
ments of mett overspending for

some servicés were mcorrect ..

“This wa$ because under-
, Spendings and savings were not

H__-_ _ e e —
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quell%%itﬂ%spendinig storm

taken intd ac t and individ-
ual services were as a result
either shown as overspent 1n
total, when 1n fact they were
underspent, or as having a
greater total overexpenditure
thaél was 1 fact the case,” he
said.

Mr Hofmeyr said he regret-
ted the maccurate picture pre-
viously given to exco and the
councii

“In the light of this matter I
will 1n future ensure that
where such reports are re-
quired, they give a more mean-
mngful and accurate picture of
the real position,” he said

Acknowledging some
branches had overspent, Mr
Hofmeyr said he would take
steps to see this did not happen
agamn

Where overspending seemed
inevitable, 1t would be reported
to exco for remedial action

Two-thirds of the R1,5 mil-
lion overspent 1 the admims-
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tration branch was caused by
the firefighting on Devil’s Peak

. 1n February ‘last year, while

the rest was owing to'the cost

of the many properties main-
tamed by the estates branch.

In the civie amenities
branch, overspending of
R1,3 mllion was caused by a
large increase in the number of
employees asking for housing
subsidies, 1ncreased water con-
sumption at amemties during
summer and maintenance of
buildings

Fire services overspent by
R433 869 owing to salary in-
creases and fuel price hikes

The lLibrary service over-
spent by R26 569, owing also to
employees asking for housing
subsidies, and the increasing
cost of processing new books.

The abattoir overspent by

R164 840, on repairs to equip- |

ment with a high replacement
cost
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By Justin Pearce ;
M

MR GEORGE MAGODI.A has worked for
the same employer for 28 years Yet to his
employer he 15 a temporary labourer

His “temporary” status means he can be
dismissed at 24 hours notice and is excluded
from the pension scheme offered to “penma-
nent” government employees

Magodla (not his real name — he fears
victimisation) has worked for the Roads and
Works division of the Cape Provincial
Administration (CPA) smce 1964.

Aged 55, he now works as a mechanic’s
assistant for R836 a month — “hard work
for a man my age”, he says. On thus salary
he is battling to support five children “My
children are far behind in their education
because there is no money.”

Workers employed as general assistants by
government mnﬁmnnﬁnnnm are in-the same

L

2.5 o T
boat. ere are many who have given 25 or
30 years’ service and are still regarded as
temporary workers,” said National Educa-
tion, Health and Alied Workers® Union
(Nehawn) spokesperson Mr Wilfred Alcock.

A CPA spokesperson said that until
recently all road-workers, most artisans, all
operators, foremen and general assistants
were employed on a temporary basis. While
this had changed for the other categonies of
employees, the situation regarding general
assistants had not yet been addressed.

A CPA worker qualifies as an artisan only
after successfully completing an apprentice-
ship. It 1s possible for a worker in a spe-
aalised field to reman trapped in the catego-
ry of general assistant, precluding the
possibilty of permanent employment.

Mr Mark Mkosi (not his real name), aged
64, works as a spray-painter for the CPA's
Roads and Works division. Yet he has never

7 —

719 %

been classified as a spray-pamter and earns a
general assistant’s salary of R798 a month
According to Alcock, no black CPA employ-
ee has ever been recognised as a spray-
painter. White employees with this job
description earn R350 a week,

. The CPA responded that the kind of

“spray-pamting done at Mkosi’s workplace is
“very elementary” and “not on a level where
a tramned artisan 18 necessary”,

" “ Mkos1 worked for the Roads and Works

division from 1954 to 1964, and resumed
work in 1967, He has been working continu-
ously for the same division since On retire-
ment, workers in MkosI’s situation receive a
lump sum pension pay-out of R2 000 to last
the rest of their lives, Alcock said.
- He added that not a single white worker
~“was classed as a general assistant, “We
believe this 15 discrimination against workers
based on race,” he said. '

@m::»:m:ﬁd

The CPA emphasised that warkers of all
races were tramed as artisans, but did not
reply to SOUTH’s guestion of whether there
were any white general assistants

The plight of “temporary” workers was
one of the reasons for Nehawu’s 1990 strike
At the time the government assured the
union the situation would be redressed So
far, nothing has been done, Alcock says, The
issue is on the list of demands arising from
the present Nehawu strike,

Nehawu is calling for the scrapping of
temporary status for government employees

The CPA claims the matter is outside its
control. A CPA spokesperson said the situa-
tion of long-serving “temporary” workers
had been referred to the Commission for
Admimstration (CFA), a central government

., body which deterrmnes policies concerning
.Bovernmental orgamsation and personnel
, management.
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Munlclpa(:!T uS{tT ff get |

their. pay. increase 55
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“
ALL 15738 CapeaTﬁwn Cﬂ%ﬂiﬁlﬂﬂ" émployees Rave
recelved, pay, mereases of between 9% and 12,56%
from, the beginning of this month, the Director of .
Human ‘Resources, Mr Dave BEI‘Ettl confirmed yes-
|terday T D e b

ThHe lowest si1x' or seven grades weére, given 1n-
creases of 12,5%, the m:ddle grades. 11,5% and senior
managenwn} 9% heZghnd Ly M T il

The"serdior management categury ranges from

heads; nf«mdé artment to “abnut assistant branch

‘head. | eI, & £
For.tiie flrst”‘tlme the fwo Major unions, the SA

Assmgau%nguﬁfnm u al Empluyees and the SA
Muni€ipdtWorkers, g, mﬁh} "negutlated together and’
came ta v .,u.a&m,e;a tent 6h-Jling 25 4.,

The agreemenf :-311::];1l_ﬁistterlt"lﬂl toralirel acnuné?ll ?e;nplny-
ees and was ratified by the cuuncﬂ [ast month

1 -
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IT'S official — Cape Town’s city fatliers are
the worst pawd for equivalent, work 1n all
'aities of sumlar size 1N gouth Africa
A Cape Metro survey has revealed that
d | 'the mayor, deputy mayor and the chairman
Bl ofExco are paid less than1in Port Elizabeth,
$| a'grade 14 municipality Cape Town, Dur+
4| ban, Johannesburg and Pretoria are grade
1|’ 15 municipalities ,
8} Johannesburg's «first cit1zen”’ gets a total
allowance of R11 524,50 2 month. Of this,
R7 661 15 his standard allowance and
R3 489,42 3 personal allowance Johannes-
Jburg’s deputy mayor 1S paid R3830 a
month and .gets a further personal
3 | “ajlowance of'R1 744 67, bringing his total
{0 RD 574,67 ’ ;
|| Thechairman of Johannesburg's manage-
ment commitiee, equivalent to Cape Town's
1 execufive commlitee, gets even more than
the mayor.— a basic R7 661 and a travel:
allowance of R3 863,50, bringing his total ~
{0 R11 524,50 Ordinary members of the

of R3 863,50, for.a total of R9 609,50 ::
" Johannesburg has a unique category of
elected councillor — the leader of the op-
position — Who 1s'paid a basic ordinary
. counciilor’s ,allowance, of R1915 plus 2
travel allowance, agaln R3 863,50, and an
additional allowance of R1 915 — presum-
ably because he 1s worth two ordinary
cquqcﬂlnrs —_ for a total of RT 693,50
< "pretoria’s counciliors fare equally, well
The mayor gets the same as the mayor of
Johannesburg, R7 661 and an entertain-
ment allowance which the Pretona City
Council will not specify ST
‘His deputy gets an ordinary counciilor’s
allowance, R1 915, and an entertainment
allowance — basically the same as Johan-
nesburg's as grade 15 council allowances
are standardised 1n the Transvaal
Durban, also a grade 15 municipality,
pays 1ts mayor R5 280 a month plus a table
allowance of R3 300 for a total of R 580
The deputy mayor gets R3 960 and a table
allowance of R1 650 for.a total of R5 610

. The chairman of Durban’s management

ordinary counctllors R1320 . .
Port Elizabeth, a grade 14 municipality,
‘pays 1ts mayor R6'129 a aonth and an -
entertainment allowance of R7 500 a year
(R625 a month) for -a' total of R6 754 Its
deputy mayor gets R3 572 a month and an
entertainment allowance of R3 750 a year
(R312,50 a month) for R4 062,50 2 month
The chatrman of Port Elizabeth’s man-
agement committee’ gets R4 579 a month
and 1ts ordinary councillors R1 532
‘In Cape Town, the occupant of the Char
| of Van Riebeeck does not get 'an entertain-
ment allowance — this 18 budgeted for 1n
council funds He gets an ordinary council-
lor's allowance of Rl 350 plus R4 050, a
total of RS 400 — less thian half the salary
' of his counterparts 1n Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg and less than the mayors of Dur-
rhanrand Port Elizabeth The chairman of
Exco 15 paid the same as the mayor
"'Cape Town’s depuiy mayor gets the coun-
cillor's allowance of R1 350 plus R2 020 —
again putting inm way behind Johannes-
burg and Pretoria : ,
The deputy chairman of Exco gets B3 375
plus R1 350 — oOf R4 725 — and members’
of Exco,R2 700 plus R1 350 — oOf R4 050
The. ordinary councillor’s allowance at
R1 350 1s Jess.than Johannesburg and Pre-
ior1a’s R1 915:and Port Elizabeth’s R1 532-,
but marginally more than Durban’s R} 320 .,




TAXPAYERS FOOT BILL AFTER CITY COUNCIL
PASSES BLUE DOWNS DEBT ON TO STATE

; r";j;; | S l_r\'l-u\_@é
TAXPAYERS have been sad-
dled with a debt of more than

R100 million'for loans raised in

1984 ;by the Cape Town City T

Council for a township that, in
Ehe end, it did not build

At the time, the seven separate
%uans from European bankers to-

-

alled '66,9-million Swiss franecs
(R49 milhon)

i

*With the rand’s dropping 1n value
ggamst the Swiss frane, the original
‘debt would now be the equivalent of
R136,5 mullion *

5, This 18 1n addition to the millions
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By EVELYN-HOLTZHAUSEN

already paid — 1n part by Cape
own ratepayers — to service the
Interest on the debt

The council borrowed the money
to build low-income *‘coloured”
housing at the Blue Downs develop-
ment near Stellenbosch

Soon after the loans were granted,
in 1984 and 1985, the development
was taken over by the Department of
Local Government and Housing n
the House of Representatives

As government money was used to
build the township, which now

- L=

houses 100 00U pesple, the money
raised by the Cape Town City Coun-
c1l was mvested elsewhere

The counci! believed that as 1t had
been prevented by the government
from developing Blue Downs, the
state should assume responsibility
for repaying the loans

After protracted negotiations with
the Department of Finance, the mon-
ey borrowed by the council was
transferred to the National Housing
Commission between December|
1987 and April 1988

The commission, funded by tax-
payers, 15 now responsible for the
foreign loans

A spokesman for the National
Housing Commission confirmed this

!
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" The' city nu;mml’s one-thira snare
-R13 maillion .
w?l‘shl: city council had established
an ‘exchange equalisaiion account
fed with 1nterest earned on the loans
and by contributions from municipal
rates to cover potential foreign ex-
changé losses, Mr Lever said
“This* special provision, together |
with the accrued interest, reduced
he net cost of the overall transfer of
the loans from a gross liability of |
R13 million down to a net cost of

R10,8 million’

1. Mr Sol Kremner, who was mayor of

pe; Town, said at the time that
gige than 45 1(_2:[]0 “low-income” fam-
lies needed homes
| l l“StatE funds had dried up and we
helieved that overseas loans, at rates

than those available locally,

gﬁg help us build houses to meet
‘human.crisis’. |

tthSIt’_s I';ust unfortunatesthat things

‘turned- out the way-they did Our
intenfions were good The loans|
were not raised to benefit the coun-

c1l but to build homes ” l

At the time-of the transfer, the

amount was R97 285 243,91 ,

' The spokesman did not‘say how| .

much' had been repaid, but-con-|.
| firmed that the loans had not been

repaid mn fuil + + L

He said R20 099 785,32 had been
" paxd n interest since 1987, when the
loans ‘were fransferred to the com-
{ Mission ‘

Mrs Eulalie Stott, who was chair-
| man:of the council’s Housing Com-
| mittee.when the loans were granted

and 1s still a member — said this

week, “It’s easy.to be clever after the

event. .
| “The money was borrowe ~ with |
| very good, intentions — {0 build
§ houses for low-1ncome families
|

“I 'believed 1t 'was unwise, given
the political climate at the time But ,
| no one could have predicted the dra-

matic drop 1n exchange rates and the

| virthal collapse of the rand ”
| ?; . Delayed -
T L
The 115%1_1_&“«:&? the rtaﬁld dﬁpphed dral-
“Ia sader.thes ‘Rubreon’
§ﬁete1§1%; el%%%eﬁ by " thé-former
presudent, Mr P W Botha, in Durban
on August 16, 1985 y
Cape Town's deputy city.treasurer,
Mr Peter Lever, said transferring the
loans had been delayed as the con
sent of the lending mstitutions had
to be obtained
| “The terms negotiated by the city
council for the transfer of the seven
loans to the National Housing Com
| mission were on the basis that the
notional foreign exchange loss .of
R39 million wotild be shared by the

council and the National- Housin

Commission ” . >
S o
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Eskom project t

CAPE TOWN — Eskom’s Cape provincial
distributor 1s to spend R45m on electrifica-
tion’projects this year and about R200m

over the next five years in a project
mnstall 75 000 new connections 263
~ for the whole of SA. A total of 4007000

The aim was to expand the cus
base from 90 000 (including 200 bulk supph-
ers) to 195 000 in the next five years, Cape
distributor manager Ronnie Kingwill said
yesterday. Nationally, Eskom has set itself
an electrificagtion target of 3-million homes
by 1996. ﬁ1p [ﬂ’ﬂj'z,

Kingwill said measures would be tak
to achieve greater market penetration to
offset the huge cost of carrying Eskom’s
unutilised energy capacity
' In the western Cape R13,2m would be
spentthis year on projects mcluding those
in Thtkyk, Karakulpark, Kylemore, Uitsig,
Ebenhaezer missionary station, Klapmuts,
Saron and Riebeeck Kasteel.

Kingwill saxd Eskom was workng in
conjunction with the Cape Provineial
Admimstration, the Regional Services
Council and the black local authoritieson a
project to get Khayeliisha elecirified. Of
the 60000 formal houses mn Khayelitsha,
5 000 had electricity Kingwill said R160m

would be needed over five years to electri-
I f

y Khayelitsha

——

o light up Cay

F
'L

3

A study had found that 85% of formal
houses mn the Cape Town metropolitan
area were electrified, compared with 11%

houses were electrified and 78 000 houses
were without electricity.

Eskom also planned to work with the
Western Cape Growth Organisation to look
at ways 1t could contribute to regional
growth through ensuring efficient use’ of
electricity The utihty would consider elec-
trification savings programmes and could
possibly become involved 1 providing
potential mvestors with energy studies.to
suit therr requirements

Eskom’s undertaking to reduce the real
price of electricity by 20% by 1936 would
also contribute to enhancing the nter-
national competitiveness of SA exports.

Kingwill said Eskom was undergomg a

process of restructuring which would see

staff in the Cape cut from 4 300 to 3 700
Turnover of Eskom’s Cape distributor, 1s

about R1,6bn and 1s expected to exceed

R2bn by 1994. Its operating budget for 192

was R230m and its capital expansion bud-
get was R200m. :
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W CLAIMING that membership will hit the |
.1 000 mark by the end of the vear,
suburban rebels Ratepayers in Revolt are
to ask Cape Town City Gouncil for official
recognition. But so far there has been.only
one public meeting.

CLIVE SAWYER, Municipal Reporter .

REVOLTING ratepayers — that is what Mr I

Frank Helm and his band were called in a'recent

letter. I

That band was growing by the day, according to retired naval
employee Mr Helm, who has chaired the group since its chaotic
inaugural meeting seven months age in a jampacked Southfield
Civic Centre -' .

An executive committee of “13 or 14”, most without portfohos, |
advised by an attorney and a local government consultant, 1s pi-
loting the group 4

Asked why no public meeting had been held since 1ts January
launch, Mr Helm said the constitution was “being typed” and a

public meeting would follow once 1t had obtained recogmition by
the council

Ratepayers in Revolt wanted recognition partly to get cut-rate
benefits for hiring municipal venues, he said

Playing strictly by the rules, Ratepayers in Revoit will give the
council 100 names of paid-up members

He said members came from all over the municipal area “Diep
River, Newlands, Green Pomt, Sea Point — even Bishopscourt
and Zeekoevlel”

Membership was open to ratepayers and residents -

Until now, ratepayers’ associations in the “European-dominat-
ed, enfranchised areas, call them what you will”, had been poorly
supported

He confirmed that Ratepayers in Revolt had parted ways with
the Community Forum — a loose alliance of more than 20 civic
{ and political orgamisations founded last year — because the fo-
rum was “too political” Mr Helm said Ratepayers in Revolt,
sporting the motto “Serving our City”, had no pohtical overtones

“We want a good, clean council, a council we can trust,” he
said

'So far, the only action the group had taken had been to “high-
ltght excesses and frivolous spending” by the counc;l

Issues Mr Helm etted as troubling liis group ncluded

~ H Plans to use costly wheeled bmns for refuse collection, which
he’claimed would slow down collection

M A proposal to spend R94 million on a Foreshore conference
centre, when the money could be better spent elsewhere

1,
W The need for more control over the town-planmng branch,
which Mr Helm said seemed to be encouraging “sub-economic”
areas to encroach upon residential areas

B Municipal grants to the Cape Town Symphony Orchestra
“The money should be given to street chiidren”

Since 1ts inception, the group has crossed swords with other |
factions 1n civie polities 1 newspaper letters columns

Alletter last month labelled the organisation “a destructive and
: negative mmority group with no vision for a new nonracial, dem-
ocratic and efficient Cape Town” *

A Ratepayers 1n Revolt pamphlet claiming that Mayoress Mrs
Trish van der Velde was paid a special allowance, a motion ap-
provédrby the council but squashed by the Administrator, meant
the group had to 1ssue a retraction

, Mr.Helmm was at odds with Mr Eric Merringtoen, Ward 16 rate-

payer:éj assoclation newsletter editor and a former city councillor,
_over criticism of the group in the newsletter

Mr Merrington said he would allow Mr Helm right of reply, but
would exercise hig editor’s” prerogative “if and where necessary”
Mr Héim declied to write a reply

At the next municipal elections the group will ensure certain
councillors get a tough time on the hustings

In their sights will be those who bought back their pensions 1n

terms of a controversial scheme originated by the government in
the late Eighties

No decision had been made about who will be asked: to run for
the council ‘o

“We support councillor Mr Arthar Wienburg and his attempts fo
regulate spending,” Mr Helm said However, there were no ties
between his group and the dissident “caucus” of 12 councitlors |

Asked whether the group, so long m gestation, risked bemng
overtaken by events as metropolitan Cape Town moved towards
major changes, Mr Helm acknowledged this was possible

“This 1s the last chance to do anything about the city council
before changes come Whoever takes over must mherit an organi-
sation run differently to the way 1t 1s now” |
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. ;. Mr Keegan 1s the current deputy ma r: fﬁ he 15 eflected it
+" ¢ will be,the first time'in the city’s history that a deputy

i
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AlCAUCUSymeeting of the full Cape Town City C 15 to
bétheld on*Friday to elect'd new executive commitiee.
* j,l',he present chairman of the committee, Mr . Dick Fried-
lanider, 1s not standing for re;elegfmn and speculation has
been growing as to who will'replace him 2 e l
*,-ﬂ:g!m::mg,thqse thought to be 1n the Tunning are Mr John
Muir, Mr'Clive Keegan and Mr Louis Kreiner '
~{Mr Muf'1s'a-former chairman of Exce who 1s at present
chairman of the town planning commitfee | . *
*, :Mr Lows Kreiner, a formex mayer, has reportgdly already.
- béen approached to run - Tﬁwg Qﬁ.{o P A

Colincil meets on new Exco

1 %

ayor resigned'to become chairman of exea P\ NXW\QL-
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