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TPA hailk '
ruling ¢

squatte
The Traﬂﬂa? éﬂ;’mﬂlﬂl Ad-

ministration ¢an settle the Ze-
venfonteln community at
Diepsloot, north-west, of Jo-
hannesburg, the Pretoria Su
preme Court ruled last week.

The TPA said i welcomed
this watershed judgment, and
called on Diepsloot Yandown-
ers and the Zevenfonteln com-
munity to co-operate to ensure
a peaceful and orderly urban
1sation process

In a 2%-hour judgment, Mr
Justice McCreath dismissed,
with costs, the Diepsloot and
I.aezoma residents’ apphea-
tion to have the TPA inter-
dicted from ‘setthng the Ze-
venfonteln community there

The Zevenfontein squatters,
whose fate has been uncertain
for more than siX months,

sites prepared for them by
March
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Court SUppOrts

THE TRANSVAAL Provincial Ad-
ministration may settle the
Zevenfontein community at
Diepsloot, north-west of Johannes-
burg, the Pretona Supreme Court has
ruled

The TPA said 1t welcomed this
“watershed” judgment, and called on
Diepsioot landowners and the
Zevenfontein community to co-oper-
afe 1o ensure a peaceful and orderly
urbanisation process.

Inatwo-and-a-halfhour judgment,
Mr Justice McCreath dismussed, with
costs, the Diepsloot and Laezonia
residents’ application tohave the TPA
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TPA’s
R Zevenfon LL? Equatters

Interdicted from settling the
Zevenfontein community there

The Zevenfontein squatters, whose
fate has been uncertain for more than
six months as debate has raged about
where they should be allowed to set-
tle, may well be able to have more
sites prepared for them by March

The TPA’s deputy director general
of commumty development, Mr Len
Dekker, said the admimstration had
agreed with Laeczonia restdents that
the “settlers” would not be moved on
to the site until sewerage facilittes had
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ent

se at Deipsloot:

been provided Tenders for this would
be mvited this week, which meant the
settlement could commence towards
the end of March

Dekker, who attended the heanng,
said the ruling was a watershed event

“This 15 amost important judgment
not only for the TPA but for all four
provinciai admimstrations concerned
with urbanisation,” he said

“This sets certain legal prninciples
for urbamsation, providing for the
nghts of those who have nights and for
those who are acquining nights - Sapa.
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THE Civics Association of the South-
ern Transvaal (Cast) 1ssued a call to
“the oppressed masses” on Saturday
to get orgamsed i1n anticipation of
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Call to ‘oppressed masses:

uals freedom of.chotce when.it came
to the vote ﬁ
i Referring to proposals 1n

the Witwatersrand Metropolitan

-
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elections for a constituent assembly . Chamber aimed at bringing together
later this year - - ™ the mumetpalities of Johannesburg
In a statement 1ssued to Sapa by®~and surrounding townships, Mosun-
Cast president Khabisi Mosunkutu,\ kutu said Cast believed any mtermm
the orgarmsation called on township~ arrangements in this regard should
residents to establish an election “~emerge from gmdelines drawn up at
commuttee 1 each street to ensure~la national negotiating forum.
that residents were m possession of “It 1s 1mportant to have a national
identity documents and informed,. consensus framework worked out at

abou{ the modalities involved
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the different hiberation movements
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Mosunkutu said that Cast would
examine the election campaigns of

It would voice 1ts support for the

national negotiating forum for the
interim,” the statement said

“We believe the civics involved in

uch a move would need to review
their stance very carefully”

17 000 families
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THE Transvaal Provincial Adrmni-
stration had provided 17 000 famailies
with homes during 1992 but there was
still a shortfall of almost 500 800 ser-
viced premises, TPA Admimstrator
Dame Hough said last week.

Hough said one of the TPA’s great-
est challenges during the year had
been trymng to keep pace with the
process of urbamsation

By the year 2010, about 635 of the
black population iz SA (33,2-rmlhon
people) would have moved to the ur-
ban areas, the President’s Council
econorruce committee has estimated

The TPA had spent R223m during
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party whose programme meost suited He added “All cavies must support

% . Its needs and which was most likely the national negotiating forum, | 1992 “I:l tllletspfruvllsmq of land and | %
. to defeat the NP at the ballot box  which would help bring about um- Sert":“ET D10 “{ I{iw-mlfnmﬁ gron p

+  However, pressed on the pomnt, he ‘formity in negotiations at local | I 1€ Iransvaal, cougi sat »

' said that Cast would aliow mdivid- level” — Sapa He added that the granting™of a’| @

5 1 JaC g s wou oo e P maximum R7 500 discount on houses | &
‘ : : ' falling within the National Sales | 3
' : Another day in court for Vermaas | campugn. announced recently by | &
! BUSINESSMAN Albert Vermaas, government, had heiped tenants to | g

who has been 1n jail for three weeks
awaiting trial on currency charges,
will appear 1n court tomorrow
. Vermaas, who 1s ailso expected to
appear 1 the Transvaal Supreme
i Court 1n Pretoria on January 25 on
fraud and theft charges involving
+ R134m, was arrested on December 10
! after police staked out a meeting be-
+ tween himself and a Norman Spar-
* row at Shell Ultra City on the high-
»way between Preforia and
! Jobannesburg ‘
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‘ DIRK HARTFORD

was found with a $1 note 1n lus posses-
sion — which he said he kept as a
good luck charm. Sparrow was found
later, allegedly with $30000 m the
boot of lus car A
{ Vermaas has made two unsuccess-
ful appeals to be released on bail.
tails of Sparrow’s mvolvement in
e alleged currency deal are expect-
ed to emerge 1n tomorrow’s trial.
It is expected that Vermaas's tnal

! on the currency charges will be com-

purchase their own homes
“The most important benefit 1s
that full home ownership has now
become a reality for many people”
Hough said that as a result of the
announcement, more than 150 00
houses 1 the Transvaal, ncluding

50 000 1n Greater Soweto, ha me
ghgible for the discount ﬁ
The prevention of illegal squatting
and the provision of housing for the
homeless had resulted in the TPA,

which employed 88 (000 people, be-
comng one of the Iargest town estab-
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* ™ After a dramatic helicopter and  pleted before his long-running trial in
car chase, Vermaas was arrested He the Supreme Court resumes + | hshers m the country, said Hough
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Luue W SI0W down, had hys

1 Telavaneeda Jooma (17), plans to return to London on

gn Is eryqrd's academic ! Saturday delayed for a couple
B g Sy ? gtqre: :JO?O S]Jv,? of days, his cardiolog;st said
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s | VI ﬂmpalfbyders l,u;g,ler;, review
B | ottty Ko % St N 5 L ,
% -] Expansion?of seversd munic-’/ of Johannésburg swould pe ;
g~ 1 pal ‘areas,?mncluding Sandton,” looked at, SZGE I

4 | Randbarg and Roodepoort, The session, o

¢ | will come under discussion in' public, would Involve the mu-

% | 2 session of the Transvaal”: meipahties ang town councils |
¥ | Provineal Administration’s of Krugersdorp, Randburg, ‘
¥ ] Demarcatiop Board tomor- Ruodepoort, Sandton, Mid- 1
5 { row. . o rand, Verwoerdburg, Rapte-

k] The TPA said ipi a state- | sig, ‘Muldersdrfi and Chart- ll
ment that the adapéggon of 'w %5 1
municipal borders, extensjon 4 fr Th %fﬁrd would submit 53 - :
of areas of jurisdiction znd th..,' ‘Fepalt ‘6 Tr

f | establishment of pew local '
governments to the north-west telg after the session, — Sapa

e —— TR — e e "l'.I *d&ii-t— n‘“.—u-—-* L‘-—H—n e ":' - — e e e e }

VN




¥
!

ol

- could mobilise the L 8kills and re- . would be retained ag a natural area. . that had resuited,

» RANDBURG Town Council has hit omnifttees of Mulders-
+ back at residents in the green belt, - drift and Rantesig, the Greenbelt Ac-
north of Johannesburg, who claim it proposed that this plan should tion Group and the Jukskel Crocodile
the plan of six Reef municipalities to  indicate that ail-, environmentally River Catchment Area Association.
divide the area between them will sensitive areas would be preserved . The area at issue is the entire
devastate the environmentally sens)- , as public or private open Spaces. .  green belt stretching from the pre-
tive area and turn it into a dumping Although developing low-cost ?sent munieipal boundaries to the
ground for squatters, t -+ housing was a top council priority, |Hartbeespoort Dam and the Skurwe-
‘¥be, plan will be discussed at Randburg management committee berg mountams, b
hearing of the Demarecation Board wchairman Brian Crail had assured ; Crail said the six mumcipahties
for Local Authorities, which is to “'residents that*no development was ibanded {ogether last year at the re-
begin'today, - . . . -planned for the area north of the jquest of the TPA to seek a joint
A Randburg council Spokesman  Krugersdorp highway (R28) — which 'solution to the massive mflux of peo-
said yesterday the Jmaunicipalities - disseects the green belt — and that it ple and the unplanned settlements

sources to manage the area more The adaptation of municipal bor- .; ‘Boerestaat leader- Robert van-
effectively than a newly formed ru-  ders, extension of areas of jurisdie- 3ander, who 15 also chairman of the
ral authority would, . ¥ *tion and the establishment of new {Garden Triangle Action Group, sard

He pledged that the municipalities local governments to the north-west inga statement 1ssued yesterday that
would “do their utmost” to protect . of Johannesburg wall all be arguedat  the munrcipalities dig not want the
these areas, . . » the three-day hearing. ‘area for expansion, but for refuse

The spokesman said Randburg had The session involves the munijc- dumps, squatter camps and sewage
proposed that a structure plan be palities of Krugersdorp, Randburg, | farms He threatened that residents
prepared for the area which followed Roodepoort, Sandton, Midrand and | would refuse tg pay rates if the plan
proper town-planning principles Verwoerdburg, as well as local area  went ahead
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By Louise Marslan Z mmu
Local Govt Reporte

The ANC’s PWV region
yesterday called on the
Transvaal Provincial Ad-
ministrations andlogal
quthorities involvedyintat-

o e _.m

tempts torextend;nunici-

pal *boundaries tgzguspend
their applications® pending
the outcome of local gov-
ernment negotiations at

national level

The Demarcation Board
began investigations 1 Kru-

r : i
LI ar

dorp yesterday to investi-
; gate an application by the mu-

Anicipalities of Krugersdorp,

Randburg, Roodepoort, Sand-
ton, Midrand and Verwoerd-
i burg to extend their boun-
. daries past the R28 Pretoria-
: Krugersdorp highway towards
‘ Hartbeesport Dam by about
80 km sq and to Bettle other
boundary disputes, in' the re-

gion - o ﬁm“ o

~ The ANC said'itihad noted
. with concern the proposed
«ynilateral restructuring” of
boundaries north of Johannes-

' burg
It added “Such moves can
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tiations on local mmwﬁmﬁﬁmﬂ M2
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been making:tepre-
to extend boun-

daries and to nummmﬁ aw mu-

nicipalities *~"'b

.. turing could-come“about only
as a result of consultations be:
-tween différent nqﬂnuamﬁzmmﬁﬂw

Pt _H._ﬁ_ TPA yesterday' be
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hearings

festruc-

“ Lo

for presentations o

all aspects of the land in-
volved The sitting was ad-

journed

inspection Residents of

greenbel

early for an on-site
the

t north of Johannes-

S

ST 311/ 7
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burg will have the opportunity
to state their case at the hear-

- g today -

week

“The ANC mEmﬂgEﬂumTw -+ I1f proceedings are
wound up by to
hearing will con

morrow,
tinue next

not
fhe

TPA community develop-

. ment deputy

>Len Dekker sai
period of five years,

director-general _.

d that, for a

there had

been numerous applications

&by local auth

st groups

boundary changes 1

g1on )
Dekker sa

-

orities and inter-

for municipal

the re-

1d the Demarca-
tion Board hearings would es-

L

urges ANC

‘tablish what the best mnstitu-
tional structure would be to
deal with urbanisation in the
region He said it was 1mpor-
tant that balanced develop-
ment took place, with provi-
sson for business and industri-
al areas which’ could create
jobs. |

“Taking into account all the
facts, especially future urba-
nisation 1p the region, recom-
mendations must be made re-
garding the boundaries of
local authorities who will be
equipped to strive towards the
general well-being of all the
ummmnm_;m of the region,” he
sal




AﬁE opposes bid
to grab green belt

KATHRYN STRACHAN

THE ANC has criticised the atteffipts by
51X municipahties to extend their bound-
aries into the green belt north of Johannes-
burg, as pre-empting the outcome of
national negotiations on local government
Verwoerdburg, Midrand, Sandton, Rand-
burg, Roodepoort and Krugersdorp yester-
day put their plans to divide the 80km?
between them before the Demarcatjon
Board for Local Authorts 2@%
The ANC PWV region said~the re -
Ing of the boundaries could be made only
after consultations with different commu-

mties, and called on the authorities to sus-
pend the hearing pending the outcome of I
)

T

local government negotiations at a
national level {L| D % qu 9

The municipalities plan to implement a
jomnt development strategy for the region,
which will include low-cost housing
schemes, to deal with urbanisation

But their proposal 1s being fiercely op-
posed by residents who fear that it will |
ruin the rural character of the area and
that the green belt will be used as a dump-
ing ground for squatters

Midrand council management commut-
tee chairman Dave Hidden said yesterday
the 1ssue had been referred to the Demar-
cation Board because of the authorities’
failure to consult residents 1n the area

It was regrettable that the crucial 1ssue
had to be decided 1n a few days by bureau-
crats who had very little mnterest 1n the |
area, he said ' |

The clash between the Midrand and
Sandton town councils over Sandton’s bid
to incorporate the Midrand suburb of Glen-
ferness into its borders would also be put
before the board within the next two days

® See Page 7
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THE Sowcte and Drepmeadow touncils,, rg - .
“ havebeensacked and ali 44 councillorsribe Pﬂuvl

ﬂﬁﬂhnﬁnﬁﬂmﬁﬂ_ﬁ— ; mwnmfr.wmuﬁﬁ discussons ﬂa___ﬁ Enmﬂrhnnﬁaﬁm
= m_ci%tf \ Councifandthe Metropo nuﬂuvﬂ.
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B D : ~Transvazl, Mr Dame Ho uph, *said s Officialsemp omwﬁrwﬁgmnﬂnﬁwmﬁ
s Qﬂmﬂ_ﬂﬁ——m .;ﬁE&mnn:Emﬂunnu wilhin the EFEE.&F It affected qnﬁ%ﬁrﬁt NIRRT
North Gardens had reached cnvis propostions and E%%&;ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ metin ..,nmn&uﬁum the matter
_r ~served on them on November 4 last year 1S, ‘u'Thiesday, ibe TPA'scxecutive commutice
& m_u_._._=<_mi £ *rectify the unhealthy state of Uselr Fipances” “7decided that 28 councillors o Soweloand 18
oy L,Enn;ﬁn comphied with, jS=ts ﬁnaguﬁuﬁnﬁﬂ%@ﬁw;&mﬁ%nﬁmﬁ
% Protea Glen 235 They have boea replaced by a singlhe ad=" _ wath mmedialt efféct, sar i 1 =
351 cmre._._ Park » ministrator, Mr Zakkie Eombard, formerly .?,E...H#n 2 Emﬂﬂnﬁngﬁﬁ it

Fdirector of local goveriment to5the ~, . " would bEin, JLw.n interest of the residents
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= Vosloorus Febuary 28, dunng S
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SOWETAN Thur

sday January 14 1993

NEWS Death knell sounds for Black Local Authorities Act

TPA \ I

Sowetan Reporters

ESIDENTS OF SOowgTo and Diep-
meadow said yesterday the scrap-
ping of therr councils was long over-
due
The councillors were sacked yester-
day by the Transvaal Provincial Administration
because of their deteniorating finaacial position

Residents interviewed said the general feeling
was that counciliors were enriching themselves
through bribes and the “fat” salaries they re-
ceived for deing nothing

“That 1s why we refused to pay rent and other
services Payingrentwasjustawaste of money,”
said Mr Shemi Ngakane of Mapetla

Another resident, Ms Desiree Ngubem of
Protea North, smd *1 have not paid a cent since
moving into my housein 1988 lonly pay for my
bond

“Councillors are doing nothing for residents
but drive around 1n expensive cars that residents
can only dream about

L ——

ove ‘overdue’

FAT CATS Residents are delighted that ‘dle’

h.-

councillors have finally been sacked:

o

“The townships look so dirty and there are
numerous complaunts of blocked sewerage and
burst water pipes which usually take long to be
repared ™

Mr Isak Phatle of Rockwville said “It 1s good
that the councillors have been dismissed Ithink
they will now also feel the frustration because
they have become ordinary citizens hike us ™

The Soweto Civic Association welcomed the
dissolution of the councils

SCA general-secretary Mr Pat Lephunyasaid
the move signalled the beginning of a process
that wouid see a smngle tax base for all mumci-
palities 1in the Greater Johannesburg-Soweto
areas

“However, our demand for the dissolution of
all councils, and not some of them, stil} stands

Iephunyasaid the Johannesburg City Council
should ready itself for the takeover of the admin-
1stration of Soweto

Meanwhile, both Soweto mayor Mr Oscar
Maseko and the town clerk Mrs Elizabeth Sithole
were yesterday said to be briefing their lawyers
following the TPA’s shock decision

Diepmeadow mayor Mr Josiah Matlala de-
chned to speak to Sowetan and said a meettng
between has councillors was due to be held later
yesterday

However, Soweto public relations officer Mr
Mojalefa Moseki said the decision signalled the
death of the Black Local Authorities Actof 1982
because “defimtely without Soweto, the council
structures are nothing™ &

He said the dissolution of the councils had laad

—
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We will not rest until Dobsonville councillors  the foundation for future nonracial municipaki-+
have been dnne away with as well,” he said __uﬁ_____________—_—-—!
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Plug pulled on debt-ridden councils

THE town councils of Soweto and Diep-
meadow, which have been plagued by rent
boycotts and corruption that left them a

Madmlmsuratmn“ But he stressed

WILSON ZWANRNE

at the

least R700m 1n debt, were dissolved by the\ appomtment of an admmustrator was an

TPA yesterday.

=~ interim measure, pendmg the outcome of

The decision was taken by the adnunm::‘j_\ negotiations with the Jobanneshurg City
'\‘

tration’s executive committee on Tuesday
after it had become clear the councils were
unable to put thewr finances m order.
The two councils were mstructed on No-
vember 4 to remedy their financial 1lls

Council and other intérestéd-parties

~ Transvaal MEQ for'institutional devel-
opment and negotiations”Olaus van Zyl
said an agreement had been reached 1n the
Central Witwatersrand Metropolitan

Transvaal Admimstrator Dame Hough Q Chamber that Johannesburg should render
said TPA Witwatersrand local govern-\lservices to Soweto

ment director Zakkie Lombard had beenQ

appointed admimstrator of the townships

Hough said the executive committee had
decided these steps would be in the “best
mnterests of the residents and sound

Now that the councils had been dis-
solved, negotiations on the extent of Johan-
neshurg's involvement in the administra-
tion of Soweto and nxepmeac{ﬂw were

[0 To Page 2

Councils bloﬂf\ iz -

under way.
Soweto Civic Association secretary Pat

Lephunya said although the step taken by

the TPA was a “great victory” for resi-
dents, it did not go far e.ough. He said the
Dobsonville council, another Greater So-
weto township, should also be dissolved.
Hough dismussed allegations by Soweto
councillors recently that white officials,
seconded to the council by the TPA, were
responsible for the council’s financial
straits Hough said the administration did

not second any officials to local author:-

-

T

1 From Page ‘i

The authorities were antonomous and ?
employed their own staff * *uLC
Four black local authorites have now
been dissolved for maladministration The -
others are Lekoa and Tembisa uo
{1 The TPA’s executive committee has ap -
pownted S J Benadie to probe alleged irre-
guiarities 1n the admnistration of Del>:
areyville, 1n the western Transvaal. &~
MEC for local government and regional '
services council Burger Lategan said yes-~
terday Benadie had to submut his findings
before the end of April. o
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Inkatha Tra
Khoza told a ne
burg that members of the ANC Bekkersdal
branch had sent 4 meémorandum tp 4
muitiparty commuttee, monitoring the sit-
uation in the West Rang township, j
it complamed about the peace pact be-
tween Inkatha and Azapo

Azapo deputy national organiser Mon-

Nine people killed

DURBAN — At Jeast nine people were

>  Soweto pol

81X of the vietims were killed in 5 facnonl“} ﬁ?ﬂm
S ]

The two Organisations; which had been
holding a series of meetin
to end the feud, sa
Peace rally on Sunday

Duna said Inkatha had
tion — set by Azapo —
weapons should not be ¢
which was held to “ensure lasting peace 1

ersda]” [}, \D ,l{,{ 1\![
ANC PWYV spokesman onnie
disrmissed the allegat;

the ANC was the firs
meeting between the

It was unfortun
{1003 wished fo use the peace
Bekkemdal, which was
multilatera] dehb

ANC, the PAC,

Rooyen said 294

the SAP 15 contmuing, with e1ght palme[:gd“flﬂg 1992
' when they were

1d they

allegedly bern
azane station

Man

policemen were killed
Y were Kkilled
most vulnerable

83 In an attempt
would hold

that “traditionaj”
arried at the r

amoepa
Ons as false He said
t to call for a peace
organisations

ate that some organisa-
process 1n
the outcome of
erations mvolving the
Inkatha and Azapo “for

Rarrow party pohtical 1n

Sapa reports that the ANC also rejecteq
a claim during bilatera]

terests”

talks earljer yes-
Leagne membersg
had said they would “come down

heavily”
talks with In

katha
J1n Nata] violence

three men in police uniform w
ing a suspect 1n an Fast Rand hospital

cemen fired hbyr

hile guard-

dshot angd
g atlacked by a
on Tuesday

off duty,

IF THE TREES ARE BARE
IF THE SKIES ARE GRAY

Ll S

I THE ZAMBONI 15
KUNNING, CAN WINTER
BE FA

R BEHIND 2

'ribal areas naa come trom
the KwaZuily government
and Inkatha

He asked the committee
to mvestigate the role of
the KwaZulu and SA police
Il violence,

The abuse of power hy
KwaZulu and gA govern-
ment officials 1n the region
also required investigation

In his prelimmary sup-
mission Cosaty regional
€xecutive member Michgel
Mabuyakhuly asked the
commuttee, led by Durbap

terday when government
and township cvic organi-
Sations agreed to set up a
local government forum.

Agreements reached at

sations would be represent.
ed, would be bindip on all
parties ()} jufhig §
After their mde gin Jo-
hannesburg yesterday,
Local Government Minis-
ter Tertiys Delport and the
SA Natrona] Civies Organi-
sation (Sanco) said a work-
INg group had been estap.
lished tg formulate the
forum’s terms of reference,

A Sanco spokesman said
recently an mterim agree-
ment between hig organisa-
{ion and guvern;nent was
NE€cessary as a host of s
Sues, including the resoly-
tion of rent and SErvices
boycotts, hinged on it

Sanco president Moses
Mayekiso also said recently
the time was not ripe for his
organisation to advise jtg
mmembers to siispend the
boycotts. ,

“sufficient movement {p-
wards the democratisation
of government” at local
and national levels
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By Stan Hloph 266
and Brendan Te eton

A major row 1s brewing
after the dissolution of the
cash-strapped Soweto and
Diepmeadow councils by
the Transvaal Provincial
Administration yesterday

Although the move was wel-
comed by the Soweto and Jo-
hannesbhurg civic associations,
the sacked councillors have
threatened to challenge the
TPA decision in court

Transvaal Administrator
Dame Hough, at a news con-
ference 1n Pretoria, cited mai-
administration and failure by

BT

| I

TN T

challenge mo l;ed

the two councils to collect mu-
nicipal service charges as the
main reasons for his decision

This follows repeated warn-
ings to the councils last year
to put their houses 1 order or
face the consequences

The two councils faced a
joint deficit of R697 million
(Soweto R556 million and
Diepmeadow R141 muliion) at
the end of November

However, last-minute pleas
for more time saved the two
councils from bheing dissolved
by the end of October last
year

Hough said Soweto man-
aged to collect only 14,69 per-
cent of municipal charges and
Diepmeadow a mere 3,7 per-

cent by the end uf Nuvember

A dlrectnr of local govern-
ment, Zakkie Lombaard, has
heen appointed as an admin-
1strator for both councils until
February 28

TPA liaison officer Piet
Wilken said the adminmstra-
tion had considered its deci-
sion carefully and believed 1t
would stand up 1n court

He said the 18 Diepmeadow
and 26 Soweto councillors
would not receive any sever-
ance pay

The position was the same
as tf the councillors had lost
their seats 1n by-elections

But Diepmeadow council
legal adviser Eldrid Maheppy
accused the TPA of trving to

cnver up widespread corrup-
1:1011 by sacking the council-
ors

He said police investiga-
tions mto fraud by semor of-
ficials and former councillors
runmng into millions of rands
had already started

This had come about mainly
due to the efforts of the pres-
ent councillors who had risked
their Iives to uncover the evi-
dence, he said

But the Soweto and Johan-
neshurg civic assoclations said
the sackings were long over-
due

Both orgamisations called
for the dissolution of the Dob-
sonville council
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"All councillors
‘in Soweto fired

I---'r:fh- ——— T ‘;Twr’flﬂjﬂq.r-{ r

PRETORIA "— Trans-
vaal,, Admimstrator) Mr”
Danie lHuugh yesj:rerday
announced the dismissal
of .all’ cquncillors 11
Soweto: and Digpme a-
dow frover~.serious

charges maladminis-
tration Ay e Ty
He T ;letters, |

dated November 4 last,
year ordering'the ‘coun-
cillors to put right’a lit-
any of irregularities

When they failed 1o do
50, | all the ‘q,nunmllnrs
were fired, = a

{




l Jo’bui'g set
to provide
‘ services

By Lowse Marsland
Local Government Reporter

BDICCIIER

The Johannesburg City Coun-
cil will be providing S€rvices
-1 Soweto before the end of
the month 1f consensus 1%
reached this week on the
structure of the municipality’s
tmvulvement

The Central Witwatersrand
Metropolitan Chamber meets
tomorrow to hammer out the
final agreement between Jo-
hannesburg, the Transvaal
Provincial Administration and
thie Central Witwatersrand
Regional Services Council
(CWRSC) regarding the ad-
mmstration of Soweto and the
provision of and payment for
services,

If all went well, the Johan-
nesburg City Council would
call a special council meeting
early next week to ratify s
mmvolvement in Soweto, man-
agement commiitee chairman
Ian Davidson said last mght.

Last year, Johannesburg
agreed 1 prmciple to provide
admimstrative advice, technt-
cal expertise and provide ser-
vices and upgrade mfrastruc-

sture — such as roads, sewer-

age services and recreational
facilities — on an agency,
basis for the CWRSC

The CWRSC would pick up
Ithe tull

T

| Soweto

! Soweto or Diepmeadow, as'the

Priority .

dutstaﬁdmé 1ssues tu‘be ne-

|-gotrated include the rent boy-
! cott, Soweto and Diepmea-
| dow’s huge debt and the finan-
{ cial responstbiity for the two
{ townships

Davidson said Johannes-

i burg’s priority would be to up-
| grade infrastiructure

“We have always acknow-

| ledged that Johannesburg has
* a historical responsibility to
! t

“The structure (of our mvol-

'5 vement) was 1mportant, and
| the Soweto and Diepmeadow
| councillors were a stumbling

block ”

Davidson emphasised that
his council’s involvement 1n
Soweto would not cost hisy,
"ratepayérs tai‘cént and, wWould
not result ari a jomnt admims-
tration or merger with either

structures stood now !

Soweto Civic Association
general secretary Pat Lephun-
ya last night congratulated the
Transvaal Provincial Admin-
1stration at the monthly cham-
ber meeting for 1ts decision on
Soweto, and said 1t should be a
lessen to national negotiators

“For Soweto residents, 1t
brings us closer to the reahty
of a single tax base

“And I hope it will make
people, black or white, behieve

that the negotiation process 18
working ”

—_— ——
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Local Government Re er

Allegations that the ‘big si1x’
local authorities north of Jo-
hannesburg had racist mo-
tives 1n applying to extend
their boundaries fo accom-
modate low-cost informal
housing settlements in the
greenbelt were strongly de-
nied by council spokesmen at
the Demarcatmn Board yes-
terday.

At the secund day of the

hear Krugersdnrp,
greenbelt residents squared
up against the six local auth-
orltles of Krugersdorp, Roo-
depoort, Sandton, Randburg,
Midrand and Verwoerdburg,
which have applied to extend
municipal boundaries north-
west of the R28 mghway

The majority of residents’
action groups and the local

_area committees of Mulders-

dnft, Chartwell and Rantesig
were supported by thé Local
Government Affalrs Councal

— which admnisters rural

plecatlons n>0t racist

councﬂs

STt 1l 3

reas — m an application to
establish a single admnistra-
tion under the council for the
entire greenbelt area in ques-
tion.

There would still be provi-
sion for the lncal area com-
miftees.

Diepsloot Residents’ and
Landowners’ Association rep-
resentative Stuart Aitchison
accused the six municipal-
ities of “apartheid-style plan-
mng” in trymg to expand
their borders to house infor-
mal settlements on the out-

skirts of their towns.

- Local Government Affairs
Councii representative
Werner Zybrands said the ap-
plication by the six local
authorities was iriggered by
the need for low-cost housmmg
because local authorities
were loath to estabhish infor-
mal housing settlements on
their doorsteps, when they
had the capacity to provide
for low-income housmg de-
velopment within existing
municipal borders

—————
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THE “hig s1x” councils wanting to incorporate
large tracts of land were looking for a dumping
ground for squatters, so they would not have to
accommodate them 1n their own areas, the De-
marcation Board was told yesterday

Local Government Affairs Council (LGAC)
representative Werner Zybrands told the
board, which 1s sitting mn Krugersdorp and is
considering proposals on whether to mcorpor-
ate the area northwest of Johannesburg in the
six metropolitan counctls, that demand for low
cost housing had triggered the issue

LGAC urban planner Nico Kriek told the
board the councils were guilty of a “not 1n my
backyard” attitude, and that 1t was the fear of
another Bloubosrand that had led them fo sup-
port the incorporation

Kriek said the green belt area was unsuited
to urbanusation as 1t had poor mfrastructure, no
raillway lines and few roads Job seekers would
be far from central business districts, between
99km and 27km away from places of work, he
said There was E&mhwmun:n intensive industry

inthearea’ =~ M p o

i

The LGAC was not opposed to development

Councils loo
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GAVIN DU VENAGE

in the area, he said, but this should be left to
market forces and should not depend on outside
stimulation

Kriek said the councils had room to accom-
modate many more people, in the case of Rand-
.burg, enough land to house double 1ts popula-
tion “They have not developed their potential
for low cost housing,” he said

Ancther difficulty the councils would face
was mntegrating and co-ordmnating develop-
ment 1n an area larger than Johannesburg

Kriek added that the area had unique charac-
teristics, ncluding three rivers, many nature
reserves and a “micro chmate” that could not
be found anywhere else 111 the Transvaal

However, Sandton and Randburg represen-
tative David Osborn said these assertions were
“flawed” The TPA had undertaken to provide
necessary infrastructure for informal housing
seftlements, he said

The councils would do thewr best to ensure

'* the rights and concerns of landowners were re-

spected

J’l—-...l...-.‘.f.-ij_...“_l.l-.l...llu.]: - —— e ey —arn
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on was mevitable,-said Osborn,
and would take place with or without planmng
“Phe reality 15 that squatting will occur on the
outside of urban areas ™

By the end of this century, 60% of the black
population would be urbanised, and a decade
later, the PWV area would have to accommo-
date 16-m:lhion people °

Osborn said the Zevenfontein issue was an
example of how settlements would occur on the
periphery of an urban area, and that local au-
thority planning was necessary to keep the pro-
cess under control

1t was not a question of stimulating urbamnisa-
tion through planning, but of controlling black
urbanisation that was inevitable

And while the opinions of the people living 1
the green belt had to be taken 1nto account, a
voice of reason was needed, said Osborn

Roodepoort representative Fritz van Oosten
denied that the councils were looking ior room
to accommodate squatters He said low cost
housing would remain below the R28 highway

. 1n the medium term, and the essential charac-

ter of the green belt would remain undistirbed
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i weré extended as the'm-
frastruc

'By Lomse Marsland
Local Govt Reporter

~Lﬂﬁ.':?rl.1 authorities needed
to ‘expand ' municipal
boundaries to accommo-
date‘growth and manage
urbanisation, the Demar-

The board, sitting 1n
Krugersdorp . yesterday,
15 nvestigating.an appl-
cation by Krugersdorn -
Roodepoort,, Randburg,
Sandton, , Midrand ~and
Verwoerdburg to expand
their houndaries mto the
greenbelt north-west; of

~.Local authorities deny
wanting the, extra land
for use as a “‘dumping
ground” for squatiers.,

David "Oshorn, repre-
senting ' the Randburg
and Sandton councils,
said Sandton had aimost
run out of land to con-
tinue growth,

With the PWV region
population now 8.4 mil-
lion and expected to rise
{0'20 million by the year
'9015; urbanisation was a
priofity.: ' )

Sqndtun; as m the case
of many towns, will have
to ' address- urbanisation
(and) boundaries 'will
have to be extended. :

Sandton town planner
Jacobus Alberts said' in
his evidence "that 1t
would’ be a simple mat-
ter fox, Sandton to extend
servicesjinto the green
belt if:/its: boundaries
ire:wag already
n place’ & S
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3y Jo-Anne Colling 266

Vhen the Admimstrator of
he Transvaal fired the
Nepmeadow and Soweto
.ouncillors this week, he
wept away a major obsta-
s]e to Johannesburg’s ef-
ective 1mvolvement in
yringing better adminis-
ration fo Greater Soweto,
where most services are
verging on collapse

This resuscitation operation
by the Johannesburg City
Council, which several parties
see as the key to ending the
long-standing “rent” boycoff,
1s now almost a certamty, al-
though final details have to be
written into the plan

Over the last two years, 1t
negotiations 1n the Central
Witwatersrand Metropolitan
Chamber, a range of black and
white local authorities, pro-

_l.-.

vincial officials and civic as-
sociations hammered out
something of a blueprint to
address simultaneously the
need to end the boycott and
the need to bring good govern-
ment to the townships

The logic ran like this resi-
dents of Soweto would not —
and, the Soweto Civic Associa-
tion (SCA) insisted, should not
— pay for services until the
standard of services was lmn-
proved. The three councils —
Soweto, Diepmeadow and
Dobsonville — were 1ncapable
of improving services There-
fore, the adjormng winte mu-
nicipalities of Johannesburg
and Roodepoort should assist
with servicing Soweto, as an
immediate step

In the longer term, the up-
grading of Soweto depended
on its getting 1ts fair share of
the tax wealth of the Johan-
nesburg metropolitan region
and accountable government

wr L.......k.u.

W
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S0 the restructuring, which
began with a phase of joint
service provision for town and
township, should culminate 1n
the creation of a new form of
metropolitan and local gov-
ernment which was non-racial
and fully democrafic

This was the theory But mn
practice it got stuck at phase
one — the tmplementing of
joint service provisions

In theory the black counclis
agreed to taking help from
outside, but when 1t came to
the push they were noi pre-
pared to cede their pOwWers
and were angry at being pres-
sured by a renewal of the rent
boycott.

The SCA, on the other hand,

said residents had given the
black local authorities several
chances to improve their per-
formance, and that the coun-
ciitors had failed They were
not prepared to hft the boy-
cott unless the councillors
ceded all their executive and
legal powers to Johannesburg
— or to a new admumstrative
entity set up for Johannesburg
and Sowefo

And that 1s precisely where
the matter deadlocked for the
second half of last year, while
the debts of the councils
mounted and Soweto grew dir-
tier and more run-down

With the TPA disposing of
the counecllors, this conflict 18
autornatically resolved

The TPA has named Zakkie
Lombard as temporary admi-
mstrator, holding office until
February 28 While ‘the TPA
will be legally nmnmqmﬁmn to
find a longer-term adminisira-
tor, it will do so in consuita-

ear a2 hurdle

iSTHITS-

i

tion with the Metropolitan
Chamber and only 1n {he over-
all context of a negofiated re-
structuring of services

When Johannesburg, Roode-
poort, the Johannesburg and
Soweto civie associations, the
regional services council and
the TPA meet today to talk
restructuring, they will be
talking implementation rather
than broad concepts For the
proposed structure 1s already
agreed on — an office of city
manager will oversee the ser-
vicing of Soweto and Johan-
nesburg and the appomted ad-
rnistrator will head this of-
fice This office will be ac-
countabie to the Greater
Soweto Forum — a pohicy-
making body comprising the
parties mentioned above
® Soweto and Diepmeddow
councillors yesterday briefed
their lawyers 1n preparation
for a court battle agamnst the
dissolution of the councils
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Panlc ... . people SCatter as pollce Move In i oo com e e
: police move in to

In central Johannes burg yestertay, sort out a commotion which began when 3 rnar;’ wtas m}l(stakenly shot

iIcture: Kenneth Maila
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.Scrapping of co

'THE dissolution of the Soweto and ' Diep-
meadow councils-had given the Central
" Witwatersrand Metropolitan Chamber a
’ g%gw lease of life”, Johannesburg City
uncil’s ‘management commuttee chair-
man Tan Davidson said yesterday
Davidson said the councils’ preésence 1n
~ the chamber had hampered negotiations
'“0n Johannesburg’s involvement 1n render-
INg S€rvices — on an agency basis — to the
Greater' Soweto towijships o
The councils and the’Soweto Civic Asso-

nesburg’s mvolvement The councils saw
'the move as hijacking their duties; while

cils, Davidsort said,

Johannesburg would now proceed to
“contribute to the upliftment of the people
1n Soweto”, g )

He stressed the city would render the

[———
—_—

ciation (SCA) had been opposed to Johan-i~

the SCA-saw 1t as “propping up” the coun-

r .

uncils hailec
610 MINNE 241
M WILSON ZWANE

services on an agency bagis. The TPA and
the Central Wltwatersrand*fﬁc would be
asked to fund the services, "%
+ ~The ANC PWV local and regiofial /§ov-
ernment commussion said yestefday the
dissolution of the councils oh the basis of
maladmimstration vindicated 1ts assertion
that the structures were ng only; itlegit-
Imate and discredited, but; erejalso cor-
rupt and incapable of running thé day-to-
‘day- affairs of the townships”

It added "*“The time has now come for
their total dissolution and t6 make way for
interim local government” structures
which must: be the outcome of genumne
local negotiations processes *

Soweto PRO Mojalefa Moseki said yes-
terday the councillors would contest their
dismissals in court

]
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NEWS Government plans new education package

By Tsale Makam

HE Soweto and Diepmeadow councils
are considering applying jomntly fora
court interdict against the Transvaal
Provincial Administration’s decision
to sack councillors m hoth chambers

Both councils were dissolved with effect from
Wednesday afier they failed to meet the requare-
ments of a TPA directive 1ssued on December 4
last year which had urged them to put therr
finances 1n order

The TPA gave the two counciis until Decem-
ber 15 to come up with viable strategies to help
sort out their joint debt of R697 million

Reacting to the TPA decision, Soweto mayor
Mr Oscar Maseko, who was elected in Novem-
berlastyear, smd “Weare very very bitter about
the TPA’s step We are meeting with the
Diepmeadow Council to discuss applying for an

(<1193 -

H BIG BLUNDER Reason for sacking by TPA is

flimsy say sacked councillors: (266

interdict ™

He said they would use every legal means
possible to get the decision reversed

Maseko said the reason for their dismissal was
flimsy because when they were elected Lo office
in 1988 they inherited a financially unsound
council and the TPA knew 1t

The real reason for fining them was to appease
the civic associations and the African National
Congress

“They have been under pressure from the
ANC and the civics to dissolve councils and the
TPA finally gave 1n ™

He accused the TPA of being run by the civics
“and yet the civics are the very people who

mstigated the rent boycott that bas led to the
major part of the debt”

Diepmeadow Council mayor Mr Josiah
Matlala, who yesterday descrnibed himself as
“ex-mayor’’, said when they took over in 1988
residents were nol paying rent They had thus
inhented the financial problems of the previous
council

The TPA had blundered 1 sacking them
“The TPA 15 a mafia which wants o harass
residents 1to paying, whereas we beheve 1n
speaking to the people and explaiming the rea-
sons why they should pay for services,” he said

Matlala confirmed that the two councils were
taking legal aclion




Samwu stakes claim
for consultation _:
THE South African Municipal Work-
ers Union has demanded mvolvement

un the affaurs of Soweto and
Dﬁpmeaduw {ollowing the sacking of

Provincial Admimstration -~ -
«“The task of the adrumstrator should
be an effort of jomnt discussions and
consultations with the umons and ail
interested parties on what 18 the way
forward ”” Samwu said yesterday “We
need to discuss 1ssues affecting the

community and workers” - Sapa.
5&»4-@—}“*_ — )
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Councils ¢ m<m.5 Nno s

By ke Motsapi

HE cOLLAPSE of Soweto
and Diepmeadow coun-
cils this week came as no
surprise

Like many others
throughout the country,
they havebeenrejected by theresidents,

" lhberation movements, churches and

=

C1VIC orgamsations

They did not have the support of the
~people  Thus 15 made clear by the fact
. that less than 10 percent of residents
" voted for the councillors

In fact, the ‘collapse of the mcémﬁ
and U_mwu._mmmci colincils - the two
powerful examples rof Black ‘Local
Authonties - sounds the death knell for
_all shil existing apartheid structures as
" the country prepares 1itself for a new
democratic order

Main reasons

The main reason for the collapse of the”
two councils has been given by the
Transvaal Provincial }QEEEHEE:
(TPA)asmal admimstration and misap-
propnation of funds

Mr Dame Hough, Admmstrator of

the Transvaal, announced the dismissal

of all councillors 1n Soweto and
Diepmeadow on Wednesday

i<l )92

Il NO SUPPORT %@.mnmm& by most

members of the black community:

26k

They joined a long list of others who
have met a ssimuiar fate since the intro-
duction of Black Local Authonties it
1982

Among the councils that have col-
lapsed are Vaal, Alexandra, Mamelodi,
Attenidgeville, Tembisa, Bela-Belanear
Warmbaths, Lebohang near meHEP

' Tsakane near wn.mwﬁ_m: Botleng near
.Delmas,

Tokoza near Puwmnnu. and
KwaGuga near Witbank

Black councillors - -

In 1991 almost half of the sitting black
councillors resigned following collapse
of local authonties countrywide

Figures provided by the four provin-
cial admanistrators showed that 48 per-
cent of local authonties had crumbled
by then

Worst-hit was the Orange Free State
where 60 percent of the 442 council
posis were vacarit )

Of the province’s 71 councils, 63;4

“percent had collapsed; -

During the same year Mr RP
Wronsley, Auditor-General, reported

ﬁh large number of
council employees
were not paying
their rent and
service charges
and the council
took no action’
against them U

ok

that the councils had Tost hundreds of
mullions of rands 1n rent and service
charges -

He said Soweto alone mzmm_.ma a loss
of more than R255 mullion 1n rent and
service charges

Hough this week said the .H.m.b, had
agreed to waive R417 million 1n arrears
for rent and services last,year

By Augustiast year the Soweto coun-

cil managed tocollect only 13 percent of
municipal service charges

He said a large number of council
employees were also not paying therr
rentand service charges, while the coun-
c1l took no action against them

He said Eskom sent the council a bill
of R131 million for electncity

While Power Park residents paid be-
tween R400 and R700 rent a month for
therr houses, eight councillors 1n the
area each paid only R100 and R20 for
services

He said “Even these amounts appear
to be credited against the purchasing of
the houses by the eight councillors ”

Singled out _

Hough singied out councillor Buthelezy,
who had lis house damaged and re-
stored “to a much hugher standard than
other houses which the council lets 1n
Soweto, at a cost of R104 000"

He said Buthelez1 paid only R85 a
month for his house 1n terms of the
Greater Soweto Accord

The Diepmeadow Council lost R129
miilion by the end of August last year,
while 1t managed to collect only about
4,8 percent for reat in the area

The Black Local Authorities Act was
passed by Parhament in June 23 1982
and came into effect on Auguost 1 1983
This law made provision for the es-

E

urprise

tablishment of local authonties, vil-
lage councils and town councils for
black people 1 certain areas after the
collapse of the Community Councils

The Community Councils, which
replaced the Urban Bantu Councils,
did not last long because people were
opposed to them

There was an outcry from residents
when the Black Local Authonties were
introduced and 1t was clear that they
were doomed to failure -

It was evident from the beginmng of
last year that the Government was not
too happy with these nnznm&m finan-
tial statements

Towards the middle of last year‘the
Transvaal Provincial
Admimistration(TPA), warned the
Soweto and Diepmeadow councils to
put thewr houses in order or face the
posstbility of being scrapped

The main complaint by the TPA was
that these councils were not financially
viable They were i fact ranmng at a
huge deficitsince residents started boy-
cotng payments for rent and services
such as water, elecincity and refuse
removal : . w

There has been alot of pressure from
churches, black hberation movements
and civic organisations for the scrap-
ping of the Black Local Authonties
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LOUISE MARSLAND
Lécal Government Reporter *

Soweto could be in

AN HISTORIC decision-making forum‘ for Greater
place within a month following a

broad agreement in Johannesburg yesterday between

¢t | members of the Soweto Ad
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lr:far. His bark, they

say, is
1ph: STEVE HILTON-BARBER

Hoc Crisis Committee on

steps to resolve the cur-
rent financial and ser-
vices crisis 1 the bank-
rupt township.

An end to the rent and
services boycott in
Soweto 1s in sight after
the sacking of the Sowe-
to and Diepmeadow
councillors this week by
Transvaal Administra-
tor Danie Hough for
maladmimstration and
the failure to collect mu-
nictpal service charges.

Hough removed the
last stumbling block to
the involvement of the
Johannesburg and Roo-
depoort city councils in
providing services to
Greater Soweto

Skills

Yesterday the TPA,
Johanneshurg and Roo-
depeort councils, Soweto
Civic Association, Cen-
tt:al Witwatersrand Re-
gional Services Council
(CWRSC) and the Dob-
sonville Town Council
met to hammer out the
agreement which waill
result in the establish-
ment of a Greater Sowe-
to Forum to advise
newly appointed Soweto
and Diepmeadow admin-
1strator Zakkie Lom-
bard, and the provision
of-services and adminis-

“#} trative skilly by Johan-
i} nesburg in Sowelo and |

Diepmead$w and by
Roodepoort”in Dobson-
ville ~ .

The crisis committee
® TO PAGE 2,
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yesterday reached
agreement on the broad
structure of the new in-
terim adminstration for
Greater Soweto

A meeting has, how-
8yer, been called for

Monday to try to finalise
agreement on outstand-
ing important financial
issues of the tanif struc-
ture for paymesit of ser-

* Y vices, the TPA’s finan-

|
‘l

I

cial involvement, and
how the R700 million
Beweto and Diepmeadow

‘*debt should be dealt

1-|

with

The proposed package
to resolve the crisis 18 an
immediate, short-term
and temporary ‘‘pre-
interim” arrangement
and shouid in no way be
regarded as any form of
interim government, the
chamber stresses.

-

Ater Soweto
Forum will be politic-
ally responsible for de-
termining policy and
preparing the budgets
for Greater Soweio It
will initially comprise
the members of the
Soweto Ad Hoc Crisis
Committee, but mem-
bership could be_broa-
dened

It will operate by con-
sensus and where mat-
ters cannot be resolved,
a dispute resolution
commitiee will he call-
edin .| "4

Johannesburg iviﬁ"’ act
as an‘hpent for. the

CWRSC il Jad
to provii.  rviee . and
upgrade, ptrastructure

in the townships'

To get the payment of
services tariffs up to an
acceptable level, the cry-
Ics have proposed a flat
rate of R55 a month,
with gradual increases
after services have heen
seen to improve

— p— —— —
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By ELIAS MALULEKE

SOWETO is to become
the test case for the
sountry’s first multiparty
. democratic elections. -
" The Soweto elections
, are expected to be held
early this year, possibly in
May, to replace 28
Soweto and 18§ Diepmea-
dow councillors who were
fired by the TPA on
Wednesday

And for the first time
In more than 40 years,,
township councillors wil]
Sit stde-by-side with ther
white counterparts in the
Johannesburg City Coun-
cil to plan one future for

the greater Johannesburg
area,

The ANC said it would
win the elections with 1ts
alltances if the new-look
council was accepted by
the communities,

The elections, which
will be followed by simu-
lar elections throughout
the country f successful,
dré seen as the test case
for SA’s general elec.
tions,

The government hopes
to use the elections to
gauge the popularity and
support enjoyed by the
ANC/SACP/Cosatu and
Civic' Associations Alli-
ance

The ANC will also use
the elections to tram therr
members on how to cast
votes for the big one next
year.,

Other organisations
and political parties that
will  be pitttng  their
strength agamst the NP
and the ANC machinery

HEE) ID A QIR RIEiig L IR N1 J e
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CiHess

will  be Inkatha, the
Democratic Party, Sofa-
sonke Party and indepen-
dent candidates. )

International observers
will monitor the elections,

The Transvaal Provin-
cial Administration hag
confirmed that such elec-
tions will be held in
Soweto, but said the elec-
tions were subject to ne-
gotiations between a]
concerned parties taking
part in the Central
Witwatersrand Metro-
politan Chamber on the
possible administration of
Soweto and Diepmeadow.

ANC spokesman Carl
Niehaus said on Friday
that the ANC stil had to
find how such councils
would operate and how
they would be financed
before taking part, but he
had no doubt that the
ANC together with estab-
lished movements would
win such elections

“We still have to con-
sult to get local councils
to be accepted by the
communities before tak-
ing part, but we would
win if we take part,” Nie-
haus said.

However, City Press

-

. By ELIAS MALULEKE
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AN impntent Mbvlad inan
wtld it beliewe by, Thes O
Tue don T L week vion be e -
+eltoped & massive erectivi af ter

drinking a concogtion he nh Liiihsif i & b i

Can report that the—p ,
ernment has already tak- |3
€n steps to make local |}
governments acceptable
to the community by re- |}
moving the major financ-

Ing stumbling block [E

which has been the main

cause of the rejection of |}
such structures. -

Also negotiations cur-
rently being held by the [}
Metropolitan
are¢ to a great extent |
aimed at paving the way

for a joint tax base for [k

Soweto and the greater
Johannesburg area "f
‘Other issues being {f
dealt with are the ending
of the rent boycott, the
outstanding debt and the
future budget for the two
townships. _-
It is expected that the |
government will scrap the ||
rent debt and start on 3
clean slate to appease
residents and “organisa- ||
tions taking part in the
elections ’ '
Negotiations 1 ' the ||
Metropolitan Chamber i
have also made it possible [
for the Johannesburg |f
City Council to agree to S
provide cheaper bulk ser-

To Page 2
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vices to the townships
The Johannesburg

council will also upgrade
infrastructure — cluding
the sewage system, roads
and electricity

~ Johannesburg manage-
ment committee chair-
rhan lan Davidson hailed
the sacking of the cnuni.‘il-
lors, saying they were “a
stumbhing block”™

. Zakkie Lombard, ap-

pointed admimstrator of

Soweto and Diepmeadow
this week, will hold the

position until February
28 The TPA hopes that
by that date all parties
concerned will have
agreed on all major 1ssues
and will relieve him of his
duties by forming an in-

terim committee
It 1s aiso expected that

S —— el —

will appoint an electoral

officer supported by all
parties and fix an election

date
aInkatl:a.. which has ob-

jected to the dismussals of
the councillors, has 1ndi-
cated that it will be taking
part in such elections 1f
they are free and fair
Most of the sacked
councillors are believed to

the internm committee have joined Inkatha

Xt \qaé%ﬁ 3 |
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Cash for lights

loaned by UK
E} ELIAS MALULEKE Luq @

SOWETANS may have beenripped otf by continuous-
4y paying high electricity bills to the TPA and Eskom
for the last three years
n, Some councillors believe they were sacked because
they demanded that electricity bills should have been
Jower than Soweto residents were paying
=« Councillors sard they had been victimised by the
G PA for pointing out that the electricity network and
infrastructure in the township belonged to residents
and that they should be paying less than they were
‘o Residents are paying from R40 upwards a month for
€lectricity
= According to Sofasonke Party members, Eskom was
approached to electrify Soweto in the 70s but turned |
n:lf:wn the request, saying it had no funds
The same request was made to the then Administra-
Jion Board and the government, who also turned the
Jroject down due to lack of funds
s “Soweto’s first mayor, David Thebehali, then went
Hverseas and secured a R250-million loan from Britam
and West Germany The surety for the loan was stgned
fly the then Mimster of Finance Senator Owen Mor- ;
~ood and repaid by residents of Dobsonville, Diepmea-
ow and Soweto,” said party members
« Milton Khanyile, a chief whip of the party, con-
airmed that the TPA and the councils had been at
Joggerheads over the ownership of the electricity sys-
tem which was handed to Eskom for “nothing”
= “In addition, the council approached a black electri-
£al consuitant to investigate and report on the problems
&f electricity 1n Soweto and he was appointed to reparr
damaged cables and meters.

“The project was to be funded by the Regional
Services Council to the tune of R18-multlion, but
blircaucrats tn the TPA decided that the contract
should not have been allocated to a black company and
this resulted 1n the fraudulent transfer of the electrical
assets of residents to Eskom,” Khanyile said

« TPA Administrator Dante Hough and senior Eskom

officiais could not be reached for comment before
going to press

ery
[ 5]
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Dlsmlssals

THE 28 Soweto and 18
Diepmeadow councillors
fired this week are taking
legal action against the
xransvaal Provincial Ad-
ministration in a bid to get
thelr jobs back. b

The counc:llnrs? are_ tn

demand immediate rem- |

statement and /or alterna-
tive relief from the Admin-
istrator of the Transvaal,

G R U

on the grounds that their
dismissals were unlawful.

The reason for their
dismissal was given as the
deteriorating financial sit-
uation of both councils,
which was brought about
by the rent boycott.

The TPA has accused
the councils of sparking
the boycott by failing to
provide good services.

reos |

owever, councillors
have placed the blame of
their financial constraints
on the TPA, claiming the
sackings were covering
“mass corruption” by
white council officials.
The chairman of the
Soweto Council Depart-
ment of Traffic, Trading
and Transport, Milton
Khanyile, said councillors

LCa Y

a cover-up for whites — councﬂlors

V=T

were fired to stop inve sald the TPA and the

gations of “mass corrup-
tion”.
Khanyile said the coun-

cils had discovered white
officials were stealing

from the coupcils and
passed a motion of no-
cunfidence on January 4,
this year.

Ex-mayor Oscar Ma-

adm:mstrator had hatched
the plot to dismiss coun-
cillors with white officials
emplu}'ed by the council to

prevent action being taken
against them.

- “We are going to fight
this. The TPA is not going
to get away with murder,”
Maseko said.

—
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IT was all gloom this
week for most blacks ent-
ployed at the Soyeto City
Council, Chambers.

"“The smiles ‘and. hlgh~

: pltched voices that char—

1

[z
*ty

L

acterlsed the ¢ chamber X

;were _gone, It was like.a
funeral parlour ,

“,Councillofs | had be-
come part and a parcel of
the Soweto way of hfe
. and were regarded almost
" as an instrtution,

l 1

.Then the hammer - .

they’whre removed at the
; stroke of ‘@ pen on
chnesday by Transvaal

* Administrator Dani¢

Hough. The reason was
given as “non- perfﬂr-
mance”

Those ' fired' were "the
mayor . Oscar ,» Maseko,
deputy mayor EE‘.M Mﬂ-
kitime, MM | Ntloku, .E
Kunene, ZH Madlkane
MM Mazlbukn MJ
Mnguni, ‘H Nkost,’ A
Nyathi and ‘M Khanylle

b

Others were'PM’ Mkwan-

azi,”M Ditshego,' ] Ma-
vuso, P>Dlamini, J Ngo-
bem, C Lcngcne, PB
Tshabalala MH Maseko,
S Nnntsele, LB Mateta F
Buthelem S EhE:I‘I lRa—
mathc* T]
MOhlle ;1:,.3,

Blsmlssed Lﬂunm!lnrs
rf:oewedi mstructmns to
return *al]“cuunml prﬂ-
perty lmmedlately before

thriag 111 § i

s

"1! ‘iq@

payment of terminal
benefits was issued.:

+ Frred councillor Milton
Khanyile, furious about
his, treatment, said: “We
risked everythmg to serve
in the council. Qur homes
were bombed, family ter-

‘ rorised and some ‘of our

cullcagues were Kkilled,
and this is what we_get. m

A dispirited Oscar Ma-
seko sald he was vacating
his Hunaydew house and
was returning. tu'Snwetu

, The palatialy }mayoral
hnuse in Pimville*will al-
ways hold some memories:
for, councillor , PM
Mkwanazi, who has been
staying in it w1th his fam-
tly.

Feelings were mlxed on
the sacking of the council-
lors; Some said 1t was
good riddance while
others called 1t, betrayal

Most people canvassed
believed Hough would
take drastic action to re-
cover: rent mn a bid 'to
break the boycott

However Hough said
residents had nothing to
fear as the TPA -was not
planning. to.-use strong
arm tactics in forcing resi-

anlf“ ndhL; dents to pay, up, . . |
- % The Soweto CchAs-

sociation has been elatedT
by the sacking and have!

demanded that the Dob-
sonville council also go, .

o
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Dismissed
councﬂlors
prep a.re

o «N\”\”

a ANC con eimns appoint-

“ment of an administrator:

FOURTEEN sacked Soweto ‘councullors
pooled their resources yesterday 1 a bid to
contest theif dismussals by the Transvaal
Provincial Adrministration
The councillors each forked out aboul
R2 000 1n Jawyers’ fees 1n preparaunqﬂfgr a
bitler court battle L R 1
Other councillors, however, hdve de-
plded agains{ contesting lhen' dlSﬁ]lS‘iﬂlS
'saying there. was no point in doing S0,
according to one of (he councillors b -
Speaking from his home 1n Power Park
Sowelo, Mr Edward Kuncne, who1s amnngg
"those who will not contest their EXpu]smns
said contesting the dismissals would be a
futile excrcise ;_
He said despile repcated warnings that
councillors put the counul’s financial al-
lairs in order, there was not much they cnuld
do as Soweto residents had conlinued to

boycoil rent

: :
Corrupt and incapable = "

Meanwhile, the'Afnican National C‘ﬂngrﬂsEq I

has welcomed the dismissals of 44 Suwatu
and Diepmeadow councillors and descnibeil
the move as “long overdue”

“Their dismissal on the basis nf
maladmimistration confirms our posiion
that these structures are not only iilegiti-
male and discrediled bul corrupl and inca-
pable to run the day-lo-day affars of the
township,” the ANC’s PWV regmn said in
a statement yesterday

The organisation, however, criticised the
appowntment of an intenm admmstrator
and decnibed 1t as a return to old-style local
government sysiem where white supenn-
lendents administered black townships

Direclor of Local Government, Mr
Zakkie Lombard, will adminmster both
Soweto and Diepmeadow until February
28 ' .

Kuncne alsocn ticised themove, saying it
demonstrated that aparlhe:d was® still 1n
place 3
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ROSEBANK LAND ROW

Who checked the. fine print?

e g -

Rosebank Action Group’s continued on-
slaught against JHI House and Rosebank
Mall (Property May 8) has resulted m a
Johannesburg City Council investigation
The group’s basic allegation 1s that the coun-
cil granted 1rregular zonings and sold prop-
erty at a fraction of market value

City secretary Howard Veal, who led the
investigation, says “an apparent error on the
part of the Administrator of the Transvaal 1n
1980, who was then responsible for Johan-
nesburg land rezonings, conferred additional
office rights for about 31 181 m?to the Rose-
bank Mall’s consolidated Erf 233

“All that had been applied for was an

extra 5 000 m? of retail righis, seven years
before, to allow 1t a total of 28 671 m? of

retail rights The applicant was the then
owner of Rosebank Mall, Rapp & Maister,
which already had about 23 671 m? of retail
rights Rapp & Maister subsequently sold
control over Rosebank Mall to Centrecity
Property Fund 1n about 1985 or 1986 ™
Veal deduces that, “together with the new
retall rnights granted for 5 000 m? an
asterisk 1n Amendment Scheme 1/398 of
1980 — referring planners to coverage and
height allowances - therefore simulta-
neously conferred an extra 31 181 m* of
office and other nonretail rights
“Subsequent consolidation and rezoning
of the site by JHI Property Management
(Tv]) — which 1s managing agent for Rose-
bank Mall owner Cenprop — thus enabled 1t
to transfer these office rights to the present
site of JHI House As far as the public
was concerned, though, the owner did not
advertise that 1t would 1ncrease the height of
this development from four to what JHI
alleges 1s only eight storeys ultimately ™
JHI has responded by saying that while 1t
has not had the time to investigate the alle-
gations 1n detail, “*Stand 50 (the site of JHI
House), together with certain other stands
adjacent, were acquired by the Rosebank
Mall (Pty) Ltd for the purpose of further
developing the complex known as the Rose-
bank Mall The negotiations with the council
were conducted on an arm’s-length basis and
the price at which the properties were sold
was arrived at in the course of normal com-
mercial negotiations
“In November 1987, an application was
made, 1n terms of the provisions of the rele-
vant town planning and townships ordinance,
for certain rezonings to accommodate, infer
alia, the erection of a multistoreyed office
block The application was approved by
both the Town Planming Tribunal and the
Director of Local Government and promul-
gated by Notice 1 320 in the Provincial Ga-
zette 4679 dated May 16 1990 as Amend-
ment Scheme 2 729 In terms of the scheme,

| potential restaura-

owed a maximum height
of 11 storeys and floor area of more than
28 000 m?* for office space JHI House falls

well within these parameters

“The plans of JHI House were approved
by the city council and the building has been
erected 1n accordance with these plans The
directors are accordingly of the opimion that
JHI House has been erected in accordance
with all the legal requirements and that no
case exists for any demolition ”

Questions asked

Veal says the council has now requested
the Admimstrator to rectify the Prowincral
Gazerte notice which approved the scheme
whereby the Mall acquired additional office
rights with consent of about 31 181 m? The
owner of the Mall should explain the follow-
Ing points
B Why 1t relied on Amendment Scheme
1/398 for additional office rights when 1t
should have been aware that the granting of

this office right was done without public |

notice and was either an error or a nullity,
U Why 1t did not disclose to council that 1t
intended to rely on Amendment Scheme
1/398 to spread rights on to Erf 50 Rosebank
(the JHI site) when 1t had previously
claimed that Erf 50 had no potential other
than for parking, and

OO0 Why 1t 1s 1n contravention of the town
planmng scheme by 1ts failure to provide the
required number of parking bays N

pros’s 32 Diagonal Street

According to a Sino spokesman, all three
tenants’ leases expired this year Current
office rentals in his building are within the
market-related range for A-grade space n
the CBD — R25/m? to R35/m® gross

In the case of Mathison & Hollidge, Sino
1S up against stiff competition with Ampros
negotiating deals including rent-free periods
and discounts 1n selected buildings within ts
portfolio

While 32 Diagonal Street 1s not in this
selection, rents are attractive and Ampros
says 1t will contribute towards “reasonable”
office layouts

Irish & Menell Rosenberg confirms that
lower rents are also to be had in the Johnnes-
burg Stock Exchange According to the JSE,
1ts gross rental from January 1 158 R27/m?
excluding Vat

l Wagging tongues

Sino says Diagonal Street Inn — a can-
teen run by Fedics for a consortium of mem-
bers of the stock exchange in 27 Diagonal
Street — will continue for the foreseeable
feature This facility 1s continually reviewed
by Fedics and operates on a month-to-month
lease basis

Coupled with these departures are those
that have been necessitated by the hquida-
tion of two tenant stockbroking firms —
hardly the fault of the landlord — Andrew
Forbes & Co and Ben Janse van Rensburg &
Co

o
bt by, o

AP

JSE DISTRICT
Lots of movement

Tenant movement from Sino African Proper-
ties’ AA Life Centre at 27 Diagonal Street,
in Johannesburg’s stock exchange district,
has prodded the rumour that rental hikes are

Rumours that Davis, Borkhum, Hare &
Co will move are unfounded The stockbro-
ker still has five years to run on 1ts lease 1n
AA Life Centre

With all this activity, and some empty
floors, 1t’s no wonder that tongues are wag-
ging

But times are tough for stockbrokers and
| efforts to save on rent are not surprising M

to blame Three ten- S

ants have left this year <5

and another two are ¥ ff:i_'g Fpoe

on the verge of moving tE L?x’*; 3

out S L N
First to leave was ;H-,:—Iﬂ 3

Deales Restaurant at 3 Fﬁf}}g* \

the end of April 3 ﬁ’ﬁﬂ{?

(Landlord Sino says 1t A %

1s negotiating with a y. “-ﬂﬁj‘f{ ’] Ly,

teur ) Then stockbro-

ker Insh & Menell
Rosenberg Inc last
week moved into the
JSE building And 1n
January, stockbroker
Mathison & Hollidge
1s to relocate mnto Am-

&

i

" AA Life Centre

s 'R 7, 4
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Sandra Duncan 1s determined that Lady
Bracknall 1s really her role

Even the sets let down the production The
stage 1s overdressed and claustrophobic
Smaller combinations whiz 1n front of larger
ones Buildings grind in and out There 1s
scarcely room to breathe, let alone sing

Pact’s history in staff relations hardly
bears scrutiny That Gigi runs longer than
Brigadoon will only be because the tunes are
that much more famihar

If Pact 1s to survive — and opera survive
— management needs to descend from its
personal pink cloud and get wise

Michael Letelier

ART
_'l'img and tide

Like many things, the focus of the art world
tends to move from the Transvaal to the
Cape during summer And even more so
than usnal this year, with the maiden Cape
Town Art Festival being held at the V&A
Waterfront on December 17-24

More than 120 artists are taking part,
many of them from the Transvaal, including
the first-ever Cape appearance by Keith
Alexander More than 1 000 works will be on
display, making this the largest exhibition of
serious contemporary visual art ever held in
SA Most of the artists will be at the festival,
which the organisers hope will draw more
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Moira MacMurray’s Cothedral
drawing the piigrims
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than 100 000 visitors

Other Cape venues also remawmn open The
National Gallery has wooden sculptures
from the western Cape and a survey of the
architecture of Mira Fassler Kamstra At
the Association of Arts, there 1s affordable
art {(mostly less than R1 000) for Christmas,
while the Artsstrip’s Not December houses

some less-established artists
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Cape debut

Wynberg’s Chelsea Gallery 1s showing Ul-
rich Schwanecke and Fred Schimmel till
December 22, thereafter by appointment

Further afield, George’s Strydom Gal-
lery’s 24th mvitation exhibition of SA art
runs till the end of January There will be
about 600 works by 140 artists, mostly 1n the
traditional realistic style

Back in the Iransvaal, the Institute of
Contemporary Art, Newtown, 15 offering
miniatures (up to 10 cm?) by more than 100
artists, till Christmas Eve Graeme Wil-
lhams’ documentation of the Sacred Heart
House hospice will be at the Market Photo
Gallery from December 20 to January8 M

COGNAC AND CHAMPAGNE
Bubbling prospects

The launch of two imported brands in time
for Christmas heralds what may be a turmng
point for our wine trade An industry that
has felt the worst of the slump must now
brace itself for the arrival of international
competition — a prospect mor¢ agreeable to
wine drinkers than to producers

The first of these products offers no real
challenge to the Cape wine scene and may
even contribute to the process of change
mitiated by the estates Camus Cognac 15
back on the SA market after an absence of
nearly 10 years, a situation which was more
the result of there being no quality distribu-
tor than the consequence of international
sanctions

Camus 15 one of the better known cognac
brands It 1s particularly strong in oriental
markets and enjoys a sigmificant percentage
of i1ts business 1n the duty-free trade The
decision to re-enter the SA market seems 1n
part motivated by a desire to be represented
in time for an mflux of overseas tourists
However, Camus’s decision to commit the

!

brand to Cellarmaster Wines 1s also a mea-
sure of the growing confidence of overseas
principals 1n one of SA’s few independent
hguor wholesalers

More than 90% of all wine and spints
turnover n the wholesale trade passes
through the hands of Rembrandt or Kersaf
operations Outsiders looking to enter the
fray are left with precious lhittle choice when
1t comes to selecting an importer /distributor
If they are not sure that any of the indepen-
dents can do the job, 1t 1s easier to stay away
This policy deprives the smaller wholesalers
of the critical mass necessary to become real
players on the national scene

[t’s a chicken-and-egg situation The arn-
val of Camus (following Campari, Cutty
Sark and New Zealand Breweries’ Stein-
lager) suggests that for Cellarmaster —
whose business 1s local estate wines — the
tide has turned The more these smaller
wholesalers are empowered by the commit-
ment of major brands, the greater the choice
that finally makes 1ts way to liquor store
shelves Camus Cognac 1s no threat to the
local brandy industry If anything, 1t can
contribute to the growing market for quality
pot-distilled products which the creation of
the stage wine brandy category 1s destined to
encourage

The other international product of note to
arrive in time for the festive trade 1s Freix-
enet, a champagne-method bubbly produced
i Spain and the largest brand of 1ts kind

worldwide Freixenet’s matt black bottle
with 1ts gold printed label 15 probably more
extensively exported than the combined pro-
duction of all of France’s champagne houses
The Freixenet group sells more méthode
champenoise (called cava 1n Spain) spark-
ling wine than anyone else It 1s no less of a
coup for SA’s only other independent wine
wholesaler — a Cape-based firm called Vini-
mark — that this brand has been added to
the portfolio
The bubbly market has been a lot more
buoyant than most other liquor categories
Freixenet’s decision to enter the market in
the recession reflects a long-term commit-
ment to build the brand on more than presen-
tation and price The Freixenet Cordon Ne-
gro will retail for about R20 a bottle, a level
which enables 1t to take on the local Cape
Classique Considering the rand’s weakness
and that the imported product pays — on top
of other duties — the imguitous 40% sur-
charge, 1t takes no insight to see the brand’s
potential if the currency and trading situa-
tton 1mprove
It 1s hoped the Cape’s méthode champen-
oise producers will not cry for more protec-
tion Many of them attended the Freixenet
launch, a sign that they seem to welcome the
competition Cordon Negro s a good quality,
professionally presented bubbly Its standard
1s by no means beyond the capability of Cape
Classique cellars The smart producers will
learn everything they can from Freixenet’s
packaging, PR and promotion to hone skills
that will help their own export drives
Michael Fridihon

m
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{Jo’burg tops inter

JOHANNESBURG’s municipality has .-

u‘ 43”1f?..! &ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬂ

come. out tops In a countrywide’ poll on
interest paid on degsms for electricaty and

water supplies H)Pm/ HI‘IH 3 .

The snap poll showed Johannesburg
paid 9,5%, Port Elizabeth 4% and the Dur-
ban City Council 3% 1nterest on termna-
tion of the contract, providing the account
had been open for more than siX months

Eskom pald 5% interest, credited annu-
ally to clients’ accounts

Randburg, Sandton and Cape Town
councils do not pay nterest .

Randburg’s senior public relations off1-
cer Edwin Dacomb said interest earned
from customers’ deposits was used for
keeping tariffs as low as possible, so con-
sumers did benefit indirectly

Sandton City Council water department
offictal Harold Kruger said mterest earn-
ings from deposits were used to cover the
fimancial loss the council incurred because
of the time lag between payments to the
council’s suppliers and the settling of
accounts by customers

Sandton paid:1ts supphers (Eskom and
the Rand Watér:Bodrd) on the 21st,0f each
month, and cofisumers piaid thé couticil'the

o W Moo "
A

following men

*KELVIN BROWN e
and RALPH LAZAR

Cape Town city treasurer Eddie Lands-
berg said the council did not pay interest
Interest earnings were used as security 1
case of non-payment by custorners |

“Often by the time customers pay their
accounts, they owe perhaps two months
worth of supply,” he saud

Interest earnings served as working cap-
ital, overcoming the need for the council to
go mto overdraft, he said \

As far as property transactions were
concerned 1ndustry sources said when de-
posits were called for clients could specify
that the money be placed mto an mnterest-
bearmng account for their benefit

However, Estate Agents Board assistant
manager Clive Ashpol said that in the ab-
sence of a written mstruction, iestate
agents were not obliged to place depostts
from lessees or purchasers m nterest-
bearing accounts

But from April 1 this year failure by an
estate agent to disclose the facility toplace
large deposits into interest-hearing ac-
counts would constitute improper conduct
in terms of a newly promulgated code

—_—
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FORMER semior Cabinet Minister and
SA Ambassador to the United States Dr
Piet Koomhof has confirmed that his
secretary and close companion, Miss
Marcelle Adams, is pregnant but demied
responsibility

In an interview with the Cape Town-
based Afnmkaans daily newspaper Die
Burger, Koornhofsaid this was the reason
why he was supporting her

Die Burger's Washington correspond-
ent quoted Koornhof as saying medical
lests would prove he was not the father of
the child

Press reports have romantically inked
Koornhof to the 23-ycar-old Adams, a
coloured

Koornhof’s wife Lulu recently with-
drew divorce proceedings against her hus-
band

Die Burger yesterday also quoted
Koornhof as saying the reports and cir-
cumstances could have created the 1m-

ey

Parole progr

N But Dr Piet Koornhof
denies that he fathered

the baby:

pression that he had fathered Adams’
baby
Hesaid it was physically impossible
for Adams to have a child by him
“There was never a relationship of
the kind which could have led to a

baby "

Koornhof said Adams knew who
had fathered the chuld, “but he doesn't
want to admut 1t”

According to Koomhof, it was true
he and Adams had spent the two days
after Christias in his seastde home at
Langebaan, north of Cape Town, and
had shared the same bedroom

Other people had, however, been
present. “It’s a bedroom that’s part of
a whole big set-up  and absolutely
nothung happened ” - Sapa

dIT1ITIC 1S
THE Department of annn:anm_MmE_nMU/,P? 4 500 ori 4

yesterday began releasing about 4 500
pnsoners in terms of the Government’s
programme of early parole.

Correctional Services Minister Adniaan
Vlok announced earher that 7 500 prison-
ers would be released on parole over the
next few months because prisons were too
full

The first group of 4 500 prisoners wili
bereleased oversix weeks and the remain-
ing 3 000 1n the following months,

Vlok said the application of “restricted

J.l._ ﬂ-_-_._.\-.._-.r. .-.1 L AT e, P it el o, P

expected to be released:

advance releases is an accepted nter-
national concept” and formed part of
the management and operation of most
prison systems

The release programme was sanc-
tioned by the Cabinet and had been
made necessary by the Fact that there
were more than 110 000 convicts in
prisons which could accommodate
only 84 000 - Sapa
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TPA will fight back_ 695376

A SENIOR Transvaat Provincial Adminstration official
says the TPA will defend its actions should the axed
councillors of Soweto and Diepmeadow carry out their
threat to oppose their dismmissal 1n a court of Jaw

MEC Burger Lategan - responsible for local govern-
ment and regional services councils m the Transvaal - said
his admunistration was Justified 1n 1ts action because the
two councils had failed to comply with the directives the
TPA had issued

Commenting on speculation that the councillors’ dis-
nrussal mught herald the election of a nonracial local
authonty 1n the area, Lategan said this would depend on
negotations to be atiended by all concerned parties

Students ‘excluded’

THE Umversity of Bophuthatswana was mm...uﬂmamw ac-
cused of dehiberately excluding 40 percent of the student
body from the unaversity roll last year in spite of a court
“order against such an exclusion, QoA
According to Student Representatives Council presi-
“ dent, Mr Sol Bokaba, the Unibo admumistration Failed to
adhere to a court ruling to grant students enough time to
_prepare for examinations {4 ’ \az -
He said there was little learning last year because the
Bophuthatswana government arrested seven students and

-

|

L]

- - « andd
wivanaz) each received consolation pnizes of R100. Making the draw are, from left, FNB auditor Wayne
Carrol, Sowetan marketing services executive Sello Rabothata, Sowetan staffer Thandi Molol and FNB
Stadium general manager Hennle van der Westhuizen. °
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other students boycotted classes as a result

Bokaba called on students who had been excluded
from the roll to inform the SRC before the umversity
reopened next week so their complaints could be dealt
with before classes began

A spokesman for Unibo, Mr Solva Burger, said the
media director of the university would comment on the
SRC’s clatms as soon as its statement had been studied

Nearing normality -
THE situation in the Orange-Vaal area, where some
pupus had reportedly threatened teachers with fire-
arms, was “practically back to normal”, it was reported
yesterday

Department of Education and Tramning public rela- |
tions efficer Mr Geoffrey Makwakwa sard problems
had stasted when pupils in Sebokeng and Sharpeville
demanded a“‘pass one, passall” system inJocal schools

Teachersdeclining to1mplement such a system were
reportedly threatened with firearms

Makwakwa said the DET had asked for police help
topatrol schools and to also offer protection to teachers

He said the ANC, church groups and the local civic
associations had ali played a role i helping return
stability to Sebokeng and Sharpeville, - Sapa.
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committ

ByAnnaCox{ ‘zééz |

Sandton’s managemient
committee resigned yes-
terday in a move seen by
eritics as a ploy to ensure
re-election after the resig-
nation last week of two
town councillors alligned
to the ruling group had

Jeopardised its majority.

- The five who resigned with
immediate effect are manage-
ment cormnmittee chairman
Willem Hefer, deputy charr-
man Mike Melunksy, Bruce
Stewart,

Meyer van Niekerk

STere 19)1)43 o

- and Denms Greyv.
Hefer said the committee
had resigned because 1t had
an agreement to get a new
mandate every year. , ...
But one of the management
committee’s main crities,
Sandtomians Aganst Inept
Government (Saig), described
the mass resignation as “a
ploy for re-election”., *
Saig chairman Oliver
Powell said last week’s resig-

nation of councillors David

Anderson and Ernie Saks —

both members of the ruling
group -— and a third resignae
tion which was expected next
week, had prompted the man-

ee resign
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agement committee decision
to hold elections this month

while it still held the majority

gpan¥

“The new elections are
aimed at making Sandtonians
believe there is confidence in
the management committee.

“We have 4 petition signed
by 4 000 residents which is to
be handed to the Admimstra-
tor calling for the resignation
of Hefer and lus ruling group.

e« Hefer said although the

i
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“#management committee was

. elected for five years by ordi-
nance, it had a gentlemen’s
dgreement to serve only one
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THE Sand

committee resigned yesterday with imme-
diate effect and a new commitiee will he
elected on Monday next week

yesterday
that 1f was a “straightforward” step that
had its basis in 3 “gentleman’s agreement”
' made when the present council was voted
mto office 1n 19358,
informal agreement was made that
the management committee would be re-
elected on a yearly basis, although the
council ordinance allowed it to stay in
Place for a full five-year term
Hefer said the agreement had been hon-
oured each year, but this had not happened
In 1992 as no call for 4 re-election had been
made unti] late last year

ent m alleged
C camp torture by the International
Freedom Foundation-sponsored Douglas

commission
i

lawyers and the matter 1s bemg congid-
ered,” Kasrils, a member of the AN(C’s
national execufive commttee, said yester-
day. 210~ [9))

He said at the weekend he had not heen
asked to testify hefore the Douglas com-
misston and described clayms of his in-

volvem In ANC tort “tissue of
lieg"”,
Mﬁ the Retuﬁd)es’ Co-or-

dinating Committee Said advocate Rob
Douglas’s report — 3 Itany of alleged
human rights abuses 1n ANC camps — was
dll accurate reflection of the history of the
ANC internal security department’s reign
of terror, torture and kinlings m exile
the committee, which described itself as
a collection of survivors of “the so-called

GAVIN DU VENAGE

the loss of councillors Erne Sacks and
David Anderson, whose resignations take (g
effect only next month, would leave the {£

€migrating — would mean therr power
base would be eroded ,
Councillor Frederick Eylers said candi-
dates standing for the vacant seats, who
Supported the* management committee,
would probably lose But anyone runnmg
against them would win the by-elections
By calling for a management committee
election before the by-elections, Hefer was
avoiding the risk of losing s position,
Hefer rejected the accusations as “non-
sense” and said there was nothing sinister
In calling for the management committee
electtons now “Certam councillors see
conspiracies everywhere,” he said
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excesses by the ANC secunity department”
appealed to ANC leader Nelson Mandela to
énsure that compensation be pamd fo vie-
fims of Mbokodo , *
“Many of us are permanently disabled,
both physically and mentally. Some are
running up huge medical hills, but most
are destitute and cannot afford the medi-
cal treatment they need, Most of us will
never be able to earn a living again,” the
orgamsation said in a statement. :
Meanwhile, Sapa reports from Bisho
that Ciskei milifary leader Brig Oupa
Gqozo sard the Douglas COommission report
was shocking testimony of disregard for
human life 1
“The report’s testumonies confirm a ter-
rible intolerance on the part of the leaders
of the ANC and South African Commumst
Party, which corresponds to the harshest
levels of intimidation €xperienced by com-
mumties 1n the Ciske1, Natal and the PWV
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West Rand Bureau - °

} =

Midrand Town Council |
told a Demarcation |-
Board hearing yester-.
day that several areds
earmarked for inclusign
in Sandton wanted to
become part of Mid- °
rand "
Midrand couneil
spokesman and town
planning consultant Bob
Warren said Midrard
was strategically placed
to be a major growth
node in the next decade
and planning from the
town council side was
geared for this
‘The Demarcation,
Board sitting ' Kra-.
gersdorp 1S 1nquiring
Into the area' to the |.
north and south of the .
R28 Krugersdorp-Pre- .
toria highway which m-
cludes Muldersdrift, ,
N tetgedacht ‘and’ Glen
ferness : .. o, .
The councils of Roo-" |-
depoort, Krugersdorp; :|:
Randburg, Sandton, |
Midrand and Verwoerd-
burg have, during the
past four days, made |
representation to the
board for certain of
these areas to be 1nciud-
ed 1n their ‘municipal
areas
Warren said that
should Sandton be given
. the Diepsloot’ area, its
intention .to €armark- it
for low nconde housing
did not make any sense
as people 1n this mcome
group needed to be négar
therr place of employ-
ment and close to trahs-
port routes, Yoo
Midrand 'would ‘ear-
mark fhis area for fhe
higher income bracket -
Sandton town council-
lor Rick Ehlers told:fhe
hearing that a number
0of councillors were
against the extension; of
Sandton’s borders, and
saxd the whole 1ssue had ,
very little support frgm °
residents, '
The board hearing
will conclude tomorrow
and a finding will~be
made.at a later date.~ .
e
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PWYV economic forum to belaunched
| \N ECONOMIC forum.for the PWV [ pgi e "
1s to be launched tomorrow with the PETER DELMAR

participation of government, all . VICES councils.

major polifjcal, business a d labour The governments o waNdebele
} and Bophuthatswana,are also
y

roups p 2ojl
® The l ’72 elop- nvolved

TheﬁPl?V Economc and De
menwgrurq was origmally con- Confirming the launchi, wnterim
cewved, by parties to the Central Wit-  chairman Andrew Femstemsaid yes-
watersrand Metropolitan Chamber. terday the CP and Inkatha had not
“The Consultative Business Move-  attended meetings, but had mdicated
ment has been gmding the process that they wanted to be involved
leading to tomorrow’'s launch. . It was not envisaged that the fo-
| Daunch members of the forum -, § rum would be responsible for, imple-
| clude the Regional and Land Affairs I menting polhcies: ¢ - g A
Department, the TPA, Cosatu, Nacty, - 74The forum would “probably:under-
Sacob,’ Afrikaanse Handelsimstituut, take a s1x-month review of.the local
Fabcos, Nafcoc, the DF,; NP, AN, economy and a two-year sresearch
PAC. 'SA:Communist Party, Fabcos, project on development and econoim-,

Nafcoe and the local regional ser- 1€ strategy. r

—

—r




F

Sowrde, . 'ND \\C\-’? :

By Lulama Luti

ne Central Witwatersrand Metropoli-
tan Chamber, 1o a bid to end the rent
boycott, has proposed that Soweto
and Diepmeadow residents pay a flat
rate of R55 a month

But the Soweto Civic Association yesterday
rejected the proposal, saying the amount had not
been agreed upon dunng a meeting on Monday
with the CWMC and other parties

The CWMC yesterday alsourged residents to
pay the R55 flat rate and not wait for a final
agreement

SCA spokesman Mr Pat Lephunya was, how-
ever, adamant that there was no agreement over
an amount dunng the meeting with the CWMC,
the Transvaal Provincial Admuinistration,

u...."iﬂhl-h

————

at rate under fire g
m'NO AGREEMENT RSS Suggested b Sl

l'..‘-‘i‘ﬂl:

Chamber has to be: d1scussed with residents:

Roodepoort and Johannesburg city muncﬂs the
Soweto and Diepmeadow councils and the
newly-appointed admimstrator for the areas

He said the amount was one of three proposed
at the meeting

“The TPA had proposed R300, the Johannes-
burg council R85 and we put forward the R55
There was no final agreement on the actoal
amount as we said we needed to cnnsult the
residents. -

“There 15 no way that we cauld agree on the
amount without having first consulted the resi-
dents. All parties concerned need to repoit to

‘their constituencies before a final agreement 1s
reached,” he said

He added that there were stll outstanding
issues discussed at the meeting which wonld
influence the final decision on what amount was
to be paid.

These included the municipal tanffs, the writ-
ing off of more thanR1,3 bilhonowed jointly by
_the Soweto, Diepmeadow and Dobsonviile
councils erther to the Government or to private
concerns, and the issue of the dissolution of the
Dobsonwvilie Council

_—__________.__———n—l——'—"-__.-—_
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CCB framed Barnard,

attorney tells

20119

JORMER CCB o ranve Ferdi
Barnard was first implicated
the murder of activist David
Webster by the unit’s chairman,
Gen Eddie Webb, or by MD Joe
Verster — and not because of a
confession to s handler days
after the shooting,

This submission was made by Bar-
nard’s attorney, Piet du Plessis, dur-
ing closing argument at the Webster
mnquest 1 the Rand Supreme Court
yesterday.

Du Plessis said evidence that Bar-
nard had confessed to his former
handler, Lafras Lwtingh, days after
the murder was false and part of a
plot by members of the CCB’s mner
circle to frame his chent

Barnard himself has repeatedly
denied that he made any confession

Du Plessis said it was clear from
the evidence that Webb or Verster
had started the rumours after Bar-
nard disclosed the existence of the

MIDRAND has broken ranks with
five other town councils wanting to
icorporate “green belt” land porth-
west of Johanneshurg imto thewr
municipalities,

A Midrand Town Council represen-
tative yesterday told a government
demarcation board hearing on the
incorporation 1ssue that the council
now supported the establishment of a
separate local authority for the green
belt region.

The demarcation board 1s hearing
argument over the application by the
Krugersdorp, Roodepoort, Randburg,
Sandton, Verwoerdburg and Midrand
councils that the large area of rural
land between thewr boundares and
the Magaliesburg he divided up be-
tween them

Communities 1n the area, as well as
the government-appointed local gov-
ernment atfawrs council (LGAC), have
opposed the application.

Midrand is also involved 1n a dis-
pute with Sandton over a strip of land
between them, an issue on which the
board will also make a finding.

Midrand town planmng eonsuitant
Bob Warren told the board yesterday
Midrand council backed the LGAC’s
suggestion that the green belt be ad-
ministered by a separate authority,
which would have several smaller
councils and boards under 1it.

Warren said a new regional ser-
vices counci (RSC) should be created
out of the Witwatersrand RSC to fund
local authorities 1n the green belt and
help provide infrastructure should
the need for expansion arise

It was “entical” that development
on Midrand’s western bountlary %as
co-ordinated.

SUSAN H e LL

CCB during his detention under sec-
tion 29 of the Internal Security Act.

Barnard blew the lid off the CCB
and made a number of false allega-
tions about the umt after he was de-
tamned i November 1989 in connec-
tion with the murder of Swapo
lawyer Anton Lubowski

Du Plessis said 1t was clear that

during the mternal mvestigation into
the CCB, Luitingh had told only for-
mer MI chief Gen Witkop Badenhorst
that there was a rumour Barpard had
been Involved in the murder.

At that stage, Du Plessis argued,
Luitingh was aware Barnard had al-
leged 1n his Section 29 statement that
Luitingh lmself was possibly re-
sponsible for Webster’s murder

Du Plessis said Lurtingh then had
the 1dea of spreading the rumour {o
mcriminate Barnard.

Luitingh, he submutted, later devel-

Midrand’s council had conducted a
fuil assessment of the area beyond ifs
western boundary.

The study showed that people liv-
ing there were “90% in favour” of
bemng ncorporated into Midrand,
shouild they have {o become part of a
local authority.

“Community bodies in this area re-
jected incorporation to any other
loeal authority, specifically high-and-
mighty Sandton,” said Warren,

He said Midrand was in a position
to provide all the necessary services
and infrastructure for the area

Speaking in us private capacity,
Sandton councillor Frederick Ehlers
said the proposed incorporation had
little support among s ratepayers

The move also did not enjoy the
backing of all council members, but
was a “representation by a vocifor-
ous few”, he said.

LGAC representative Werner Zy-
brands said there was enough land 1n
the PWV region to accommodate an-
other 8-milion people without using
the green belt,

He disputed the councils’ ability to
admmster and provide services to
the area, as their budgets were al-
ready stretched.

Projects in Alexandra facihtated
by Randburg and Sandton had been
paid for through the Witwatersrand
RSC, he said

Ratepayers in towns such as Rand-

burg and Sandton would either have
fo pay more or have to accept a lower
standard of living if the incorporation
proposals were accepted, Zybrands
added.

=t~ oped the idea into a full-blooded con-
fession by Barnard, which was the
account he gave when confronted by
lus cousin, Adv Martin Luitingh, dur-
mg the Harms commission mguiry.

This explained why nerther Baden-

horst, SAP Gen Krappies Engel-
brecht or Verster had mentioned Lui-
tingh's version of a confession until
the current mquest

Earlier yesterday, J Wessels, coun-

sel for Verster, Luitingh and the CCB,
submitted that 1t was clear Baden-
horst and Engelbrecht had tried to
coyer up information during their in-
ternal investigation into the CCB

denied during their evidence that
Luitingh had told them about Bar- | !
nard’s alleged involvement | .'

generals should not be accepted be-
cause they had contradicted each oth-
er on several material aspects

Greelél bel needs 1ts own || Schools hit by
authorlty, §ays M1

|.I'a’."“'IIIr ‘7

Both Engelbrecht and Badenhorst

Wessels sard the evidence of both

Argument cuntinues today

gang’'s protes

G
ATHRYN STRACHAM £

YOWETO teachers and' the
Department of Education and
Traming (DET) have blamed a
roving gang of youths for disrupt-
ing schoolng in the Naledi area
and driving principals away.
DET Johannesburg director of
education provision Norman
Malebane said the group — acting
in the name of the Congress of SA
Students {Cosas) — had moved
from school to school since Friday
intimidating princi d
department heads. E;;Q%
A Cosas national eXecniive
committee member said while his
orgamsation condemned the dis-
ruptions, it conid not say whether
the group was part of Cosas.
National Education Co-ordinat-
ing Committee spokesman Des-
mend Thompson said the NECC
condemned the protest which, he
said, appeared to be centred
around pupils being refused ad-
n:ussmn if they did nut pay their

Lane said umil while the

prmnipals at eight Naledi prima-
ry schools and three hugh schools
had been hounded out, other
teachers were continuing with
their classes. Activity at the 56
other schools mm Naledi had not
been disrupted, he said.

He said that principals had been
afraid to return to school for fear
of their lives, except for one who
had been fetched and “remstated”
by his pupils.

The DET is planning a meeting
with students’ organisations and
civic assocations mm the area to |
resolve the sitnation.

Fe
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THE Johannesburg City Councal wall de- Lan:
cide today on 1its proposed provision of a w*%
municipal services in Greater Soweto the TPA, the Soweto Civic Association
Johannesburg's new role comes m the (SCA), the councils of Johannesburg, wl?ﬁ
wake of the dissolution by the TPA of the Roodepoort and Dobsonville, and newly fusi“
Soweto and Diepmeadow councils, jointly appowmnted admmstrator of Soweto and test;
more than R700m 1 debt. Diepmeadow Zakkie Lombard mne
Johannesburg's jnvolvement m Soweto  SCA techmcal commuttee member Wil- plg
Egsﬁ gﬂ“ﬂﬂ&““ before the dis- gon ehggstl;ahtﬁesﬁgﬁhm Ergamsatmn had not | nes;
The council statement said a decision ngh r;: q ddition t ﬁ;
would be made at a special meeting today . de 1sSue was ?th the ng]‘; A ld o8 e :
to provide the services on an agency basis Eth ocument, ?h f A € ' bea "i opie
Meanwhile a report that the Metropoli- ;tpm:rslsg a tif W“t‘: sent to the F
tan Chamber had called on Soweto . copstituents forra lcation §
Diepmeadow residents to pay 2 RE5.a-  Meiropolian chamber CEO Vic Milne 1 vO
month flat rate caused a stir yesterday. confirmed the document, and the flat rate %
A Sapa report said the chamber had issue, were snbject to ratification at the | to
ade the call after Monday mght's niegotl- chamber’s next meeting en February 10 | fo
ations by parties 1 the chamber on the  The Sapa report said residents were told SA
future of Greater Soweio The parties were not to wait for final agreement. §

\ po’.

L . - 2
Town councils warned of violence |a
THE Vaal Crne Assocaion WA V22
terday that threats by authomties L0 re- P,
duce services to residents of Vaal Triangle “The situation 1S gradually returming to :
townships would spark renewed violence normal mm the region but the threats by

According to notices 1ssued to residents the authorities to reduce services could ,
by the town councils of Sehokeng, Sharpe-  spark fresh outbreaks of violence,” Rade- t
ville, Evaton, Boipaiong and Bophelong, meyer said E, ”, 20{ | ’ 9 3. 4
?;E mﬁﬁ?‘uﬁd be;ed;:sced :ﬁit Mon-  ge said hus orgamsation had ndicatedto | B
y . of residents paid their 3¢ tne authorities that residents WWers pre- | I
Euunts. At present fet;lver than 12% of resi- pared to pay interim rates of between R60 %
e’%t; wahEo}I: ayihg Elfl accaunts e and R70 a month But the authorities were rdL
¢ eng council said m a state “gemanding that residents pay-p monthiy
ment that water supply would be reduced jnierym rate of R109 ‘I’) '
by 50% while electricity would be supphed ‘ [ ’ J
011]_3;' between gam and 4pm* A source af the SEbﬂkEﬂ uncil said 7
Givic association spokesman Jefferey the council was still trying to to | 1
Rademeyer said the situation in the town- avert reductions In SEIVICES 3
ships was volatiie and the threats by the An announcement in this reg would |!
authorties to reduce Services inopportune  be made this week. {
, SAIDF has no comment |;
THE SA Defence Force yesterday dechined to comment | 1,
Lon S on a newspaper report wiich said Civil Co-operation | ¢
. Bureau regional manager Staal Burger was secretly
employed by Military Intelligence after the q_fﬁ.c.'sal dis- |
ha:zldgnemt of tFESE%%‘ in ipnl 1*1’1‘3;!].nf "
“In view O policy no Injorm can
divulged on MI suncions,” an SADF spokesman said
The report said former Semor CCB “dirty tricks opera-
tive” Bul ger was one of the “civilians” fired by President
FW de Kilerk imn his purge which affected 23 SADF
officers in December e Klerk said the names of civihan
employees of the SADF, who also tﬁﬁz‘nvnl eil in the
pu%le, would not be released g’ 2011143,

e pewspaper said Burger “ind CCB co-ordinator
Chappie Maree were secretly employed by MI after the
dishandment of the CCB in 1990 — Sapa
= T i l —_-_~
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By Lulama Lu;

HE JOHANNESRURG CITY . .
counetl was last mght - MANdate to get involved in Soweto:
Eiven a mandate (o go ahead

with 1ts proposal of geting  Greater Soweto saud the council would meet the TPA

b “mvﬂlvedhinﬂthewrunmng of.. But the message was also clear loday to finalise some outstanding fi-

Greater Sowelo that Johannesburg could not get in- nanc:al matters, chief of which was the
The move comes about a wesk  volved with the rent boycott stll 1n wiiting off of the debt

after the Soweto and Diepmeadow  place Last mght’s meeting was cailed to
councils were dissolved by the Trans- Thereisalsoa possibility that, if 1t seek a mandate for the white council’s
vaal Provincial Administrationdueto ~ becomes involved, the R1,3 billion involvement r the administration and
their “unhealthy state of finances” rentdebtowed jomntly by the Soweto, provision of services in Soweto

| At a spectal meeting last might, Diepmeadow and Dobsonville coun- Duning a Press briefing prior to the
councillors unammously gave the Jo- ¢t could be written off meeting, Davidson said his council’s
hannesburg City Council a mandate Chairman of the council’s man- mvolvement i Soweto was not a mat-
to become mvolved 1n the lunungof _ agementcommutteeMrlanDavidson  yop of “if, but when and how”

—— ¢ ol St — A
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over Soweto S

By Jo-Anne Collinge

The Johannesburg City
Counci] last night took
firm steps towards as-
suming the mammoth
task of providing munci-
pal sérvices to Soweto,
when 1t gave top officials

the go-ahéad to negohate’

the details of the service
agreement

The. Johannesburg
counci], 1n a special
meeting, also endorsed
the broad principles of a
draft plan'on the servic-
ing of Soweto which had
been negotiated in the
Central Witwatersrand
Metropolitan Chamber
(MC) by parties as di-
verse as white local
authorities, township
civic associations and
the Transvaal Provincial
Administration

In a briefing before
the meeting, Johannes-
burg management com-
muttee chairman Ian Da-
vidson highlighted as-
pects of the MC's propos-
al which Johannesburg
considered viial to its
successful operation 1n
Sowefo.

Firstly, Johannesburg
would, at this stage, be

A e ===

AL 2

fulfilling a hmited rnll
providing services on an
agency basis 1n line with
a formal agreement and
against payment to be
made by the admimstra-
tor of Diepmeadow and
Soweto

Since the TPA’s firing
of the Soweto and Diep-
meadow councillors last
week, the admimstrator
fulfils all legal functions
of the councils

Reasons

Secondly, Davidson
stressed, Johannesburg
would act only within a
framework agreed to by
the MC

Not only was 1t deter-
mined “not to go 1n as an
occupyng force” foisting
unwanted provisions on
Soweto, but 1t was Jo-
hannesburg’s view that
there were sound €eco-
nomic and social reasons
why the problems of
Soweto should be ad-
dressed 1n a metropoli-
tan context

He pomnted out that the
plan was for the pohcy-
making dimension of re-
vamping Soweto’s ser-

ervices.
R 2l

vices to
multiparty Greater
Soweto Forum, a sub-
committee of the MC

Fially, suitable finan-
cial arrangements had to
accompany Johannes-

burg’s move mto servic- .

1ing Soweto

The entire package
was hinked to ending the
Soweto rent boycott, the
financial commiment of

central Government to #

redressing the imbal-
ances caused by apart-
heid, and the writing off
of the Soweto councils’
debht of about R1,3 billion
which had accumulated
during the lengthy rent
boycott

Securing residents’ co-
operation 1 paymg for
services was pivotal,
said Davidson Although
there were no guaran-
tees, negotiations had

been conducted 1n good
faith with the Soweto

Cavie Association

Johannesburg officials
will today meet provin-

.c1al and Government

representatives to fur-
ther clarify financial de-
tails of the plan

]
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‘cant step towards post-apartheid-reconstruction

*

withthe city council unanimously ratifying-a deci-

<1on o render municipajisptvices to Soweto'on.an
agency basis. = . iﬂﬂ@ 2L[|j ;
*"“This is a giant lea s accepling the priici-
. plé «of: -Johannesburg; City Council mvolvement in
‘Soweto,” management cominittee chairman Ian Da-
vidson_said’ last night. - R R
. 'City council National Party leader Mr Koos Roets
‘hailed the decision as the first step towards a future
r qqn-racial 'metropolitan government, *
“I am extremely happy,” he said. ‘ :
" 'Mr Davidson said that in the first phase of the
planthe council would focus on improving the provi-
sion of services and normalising payment for these’
services with a view to restoring sound financial ad-
ministration to Soweto. IR
The second phase provided for non-racial elec-
tibns and the establishment of interim ‘'metropohtan
‘and Jocal government. ' - ° . e
' He stressed there would be no direct contribution
'by - Johannesburg ratepayers, and the rendering of
services depended on the conseni of all parties —
both “establishment and, nnn—establishment’n’: e

Sapa. 1 . ]

_ JOHANNESBURG. — The city has,

h




A SERVING Supreme Court judge’s
membership of a secret orgamsation
such as the Afrmkaner Broederbond
was improper and mmcompatible with
the proper administration of Justice,
the Johannesburg Bar C 1'1] d yes-
terday. A 081 24 |11 5

The council, a statement, ex-
pressed concern about recent media
reports that a Natal judge was on the
executave council of the Broederbond

“The Broederbond 1s a secret soclety
which pursues ohjectives essentially
political 1n nature Accordingly, mem-
bership thereof by a serving judge 153
improper and incompatible with the
proper admumstration of justice”
cm:lucll chairman Wim Trengove SC
said.

He said it was fundamental to the
admumstration of justice that Judicial
officers not only be impartial, but that

they be perceived by the pubhe to be
impartial,

“Any derogation from an unqualified
pubhic perception of impartiahty will
undermine confidence in the judiciary
and will ultimately undermme the
admimstration of justice itself” Tren-
gove sard. .

It had long been recogmsed that the
holding of judicial office was mncom-
patible with membership of a political
party or any other orgamisation with
essentially polifical objectives.

The public would nevitably, rightly
or wrongly, preceive a judicial officer
who was a member of such an organi-
sation, as committed to the further-
ance of the objectives of the orgamsa-
tion fo the detriment of his judicial
duty of impartiality, Trengove said.

ANC’s election

campaign shifts
into first gear (&5

LLOYD COUTTS

THE ANC’s election campaign moved
into first gear yesterday when its
Witwatersrand regional executive
committee announced plans to
adopt a three-phase programme of
action for a_‘mass-driven” election
campaign, /1) ZITIEES

ANC PWV region secretary-general
Paul Mashatile said the campaign
would be discussed and adopted at a
general council n Mayfair, Johan-
nesburg, on Saturday and Sunday.

The first phase would include the mot-
vauton of campargners and consoli-

“dation of the ANC/SACP/Cosatu
alliance, the mass democratic
movement and the patriotic front,
sard Mashatile, .

Phase two would include door-to-door
campaigmng, marches and house

omestic workers

THE DP has set out to inform domes- UTTS
tic workers in Johannesburg’s north-An
eastern suburbs of their civil, politi-O plaining how to vote and the impor-
cal and employment rights, - N fance of tolerance and peace. -
DP MP Tony Leon said yesterday™ “We will also provide a ssmmary
the Houghton branch was holding a*"of the new legislation which is intend-
meeting for domestic workers on™ ed to bring domestic workers under
Saturday. He said orgamisers also_ the protection of the Basic Conditions
sought to prepare domestics for the \™ of Employment Aet. It is n
coming elections. _ to reconcile employer and employee
“We have arranged-for a voter edu-.% needs and demands without causing
cation play to be staged, which is a;,ojub losses,” Leon said. "
highly professional and entertaining The meeting will be held at the
drama staged by the Matla Trust ex- Norwood Primary School at 3pm,
e i  peaceful coexistence of different or-

- Council $éttles hostel disptite= .
CONFRONTATION between hostel & ‘TE:I:TGE:;’:I s;im ?;l; mple-

residents from Thokoza, on the East °

meetings aimed at recrwtment and
at disseminating information on
ANC policy. !

The third phase would mark the trans:-
tion from the preparatory stage to a
“Votes for All” campaign, encom-
passing subregional ‘and regional

' conferences, rallies and public

. meelings focusing on unemploy-

¢ 4 .ment, education, housing and health

Throughout the phases the ANC PWV

1 would redouble its efforts to create

* and consolidate peace mmtiatives in
, the region,

soentral to these meetings will be the
v abidgssite of the ciimate of free political
# achwity, political tolerance and

Rand, and the local town council was — had been formed {o_m the | . mentation of this programme
_averted thus week when agreement on  .hostel’s finances 266 should ensure the broadest possible
- the occupation of the newly renovated The committee m the support for democratic forces led by

the ANC and its alles to bring an

Thokoza 1 hostel was reached ™ hostel mdependently of the council and
end to more than 300 years of minor-

The hostel recently underwent a* the TPA. It will decide on the date for

R4m uvpgrade, Sapa reports, . . :"__ reoccupation of the hostels and on new ity rule and usher 1n an everlasting
The agreement was reached ori~_ rentals. g S EER N peace and democracy for all South
Tuesday by the TPA, the council anq,'\l"" Tensions betw e hostel resi- Africans,” he said,

the hostel residents’ committee,

In terms of the agreement, those
who had vacated the hoste] durmg its

dents and the mumeipality arose re-
cently when the council barred res-
: ,dents from occupymg the hostel until
9 upgrading should reoceupy it and un- they had undertaken — mn writing — to i
dertake to bear its runmmg costs,  \\ pay a 300% increase in rent. -
In a joint statement the parties saig~. Residents,  who had paid RI5 a
a joint management committee — month before they vacated the hostel,
comprising representatives of the hos- ~ refused and threatened to gain entry to
tel residents, the couneal and the TPA  the hostel by force.

Thirty-tbree outstanding resolutions
from an annual regional conference
- last year, including resolutions on
% the Peace Accord, socio-economic
g issues, self-defence units, VAT and
4+ food prices, the restructuring of the
A SABC, affirmative action relating to
- women and education would also be
discussed, Mashatile said.
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THE' Demarcation’ Qoarﬁ" hearmg n Krugersdorp" on *
whether an area largér than Johanneshurg should be
' divided between six councils came to a close yesterday.

The board is considering whether the green belt area
" northwest of Johannesburg should be Dpartitioned. and
" included in the boundaries of Krugersdorp, Roodepoort,

' Randburg, Sandton, Midrand and Verwoerdburg Mid-
- rand has backed the argument that the be admms-
tered by a new local authority. @D L
The board, under chairman Jan Braj , will spend the
next'four weeks considering arguments for and agamst
" Incorporation, presented over a five-day period It will
then present its findings to TPA admmstrator Danie
Hough who will make a final decision,

Opposmg the application are several local admimstra-
-tion committees representing commumties 1n the area,
-with 'the support of the Local Government Authorjty
- Council, a statutory body that oversees the funetioning of
the admunistration committees.

"~ The board will also'consider the local authority coun-
.cil's proposal that the area be admimstered under a
‘Separate authority, assisted' by a new, expanded Wit-
watersrand Regional Services Council,

" The board has also been asked to make a finding over a
“dispute-between Midrand and Sandton, Both councils
*Wish to incorporate patches land that separate them.,

The councils argued that urbanisation pressure and an. |
expected influx of erght million people during the next |
'decade meant additional land was urgently needed. '
, ' Randburg and Sandton representative David Osborn
“denied the Iand, would beused as a “dumping ground” for .
i squatters, saying it would be systematically developed -
'Urban infrastructure would be put 1n place for an eco-:
nomuc mix of low- to high-income housing and mndustry
+sWerner Zybrands, representing the local authority
- councils, said the rural character of the area would be
. destroyed 1f the councils began haphazard and unco--
ordinated development.' ‘ ‘




PW

Staff Reporter ‘L\o\a

A major first step to formu-
lating an economic develop-
ment strategy for the PWV
region during the political
transition was taken on
Wednesday with the launch
of the region’s Economic
and Development Forum.

The launch of the forum was
attended by representatives
from business, civic and politi-
cal groups mn Johannesburg.

According to a statement by
orgamsations taking part, the
objective of the forum 1s to pro-
mote and encourage economic
growth and development.

Described as possibly the
most representative economic
forum in the couniry, the new
body ncludes the ANC, PAC,
Cosatu, the National Council of
Trade Unions, the SA Chamber
of Business, the TPA, the Afri-
kaanse Handelsinstituut and the
Civic Associations of the South-
ern Transvaal. -7

Reading out the forum’s aims
in Johannesburg, TPA MEC Dr

EFconomic for

o YT

1{9%-
region set up

Olaus van Zyl said the main ob-
jective was the promotion of
the growth and development of
the PWV 1a the interests of 1ts
inhabitants.

Imtially, the forum hopes to
concentrate on three §0C10-€CO-
nomic components to ensure
growth and development as
well as dealing with tension
arising from the lack of de-
velopment

The first 1mvolves a rapid-re-
view overall analysis with a
time-frame of six months.

The emphasis m this review
should fall on trends and therr
consequences, such as the de-
cline m the gold price, indusir-
al change, the 1mpact of the
shift of public financing of ser-
vices and a possible “kickstart”
to economic activities

After Iinking the studies, 1t
would be possible to move to-
wards a growth and employ-
ment strategy with policies for
the ‘framework of the PWV re-
gion, says the document.

According to the organisers,
one area which the forum was
likely to att?}end to was the ini-

— MI —
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tiation of low-cost housing using
labour-intensive methods,
aimed at developing small and
medium enterprises. It would
also develop proposals for the
more effective use of technical
colleges and techmkons with a
view to improving technical
skilis 1n the region.

It would also look 1nto devel-
oping polimes to mfluence the
allocation of public funds in a
way that would encourage eco-
nomic growth

It 1s esumated that the acti
vities of the forum will cost
about R1 million a year. ~

Welcomung the imtiative, the
ANC’s Ben Turok said he hoped
the representation on the new
forum would strengthen the
process of transition In South
Africa Lt

“The representation on this
forum 1s wider than that of the
National Econormic Forum, and
we warmly welcome this,” he

«Sa1d ;

The PAC also welcomed the
new forum, but stressed that
more traiing should be empha-
sised to break the gap between
the rich and the poor.

[
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AN, ECONOMIC and development forum
for the PWV was launched yesterday with
the support of business, government, trade
unions and all major parties except the CP

More than 25 orgamsations were repre-
sented at yesterday’s launch of the PWV
Economic and Development Forum. They
included the Regional and Land Affairs
Department, the TPA, the Afrikaanse Han-
delsinstituut (AHI), Johannesburg Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI),
Fabcos, Nafcoe, regional services counctls
and local authorities The governments of
Bophuthatswana and XKwaNdebele were
also represented

Political parties were the NP, DP, SACP
and PAC, while labour was represented by
Cosatu, Nactu and Fedsal

ANC delegate Ben Turok told the launch
the PWV had possibly one of the most
distorted economies 1n the worid i terms
of discrepancies between rich and poor and
urban and rural populations While these
would have to be addressed, Turok said the
ANC did not envisage “any demolition job
being done on the economy We want to
take a positive view, so that the good
things which exist are extended throughout

thlnk-tan b

PETER DELMAR

the region.” l
He said the PWV fo had a wider
representation than the national economic
forum and 1ts launch was a “good omen”
for a future SA.
1 Transvaal MEC Olaus van Zyl said eco-
nomics and development were often dis-
cussed at other forums, but did not always
get the necessary attention. The PWV

* body, which he called a “people’s forum”,

could afford a beiter opportunity for das-
cussing these issues,

Pieter Haashroek, representing the AHI
and the JCCI said the business sector real-
18ed it could not create an environment
conducive to economic growth by itself
and that this would have to be the result of
discussion and debate.

According to the launch documents, the
forum could involve itself in a number of
projects These could include low-cost
housing using labour intensive methods,
using , large-scale purchasing to benefit
small- and medium-sized enterprises and
developing specific policy proposals for
1ssues affecting growth and employment
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THE Democratic Party will be
a key player 1o a political
showdown 11 Sandton next
week

On Monday night wide-scale
discontent over the perfor-
mance of the town councll —
particularly its management
committee — will come to a
head as the management com-
mittee seéksi ré~election 1p
preparation“for hy-elections in
at least three Sandton wards.

DP MP for Sandton Rupert
Lorimer says the DF is very
unhappy with the undembcra-
tle and secretive style of the
present management commit-
tee under the leadership of
councillor Willem Hefer

Preparing for

He says the DP is consider-
ing putting up candidates n the
by-elechions and a return to the
caucus system, which will .
focus policy choices and de- Town council has
bate He has not indicated deeply v..mm.:__nmn_ the
whether DP councillérs willre- ¢ {deqg of a cauvcus,

elect the management commit- ;. m~eyorp AD BERGE

tee on Monday LA
During the past 12 menths contends. .

traditional co-operation be-
tween Sandton's clvic institu-
tions and the council has col-
lapsed. So deep is the nit that
the local Chamber of Business,

iy

YICIOUS conflict
within Sandton’s

t
]

i

the Ratepayers’ Iederation,
the broad-based Samndion Civic
. Foundation and disillusioned
, counciliors have created the -

L

‘huge town extending to the Ma-
Lo i
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dependent Sandton Forum fo
compensate for the eouncil's
alleged failure to involve citi-
zens 1n vital debate over the
town’s future

Two major issues dominate
the breakdown
@ A proposal {o double Sand-
ton's mumeipal area with land
tothenorth -
#® Sandton’s position in a future

constitutional ispensation
The suggested doubling of

Sandton's size would create a

- miplll bl cope g R Tyttt 2l

in the mmz,&c

JITEES ,

»

galiesberg hills

The constitutional options
are whether Sandton should
throw its lot into a metropoli-
tan authority including Johan-
nesburg and Soweto, whether it
should rather form a new "su-
per-town” by merging with
Randburg and Alexandra, or
whether it should reman an

. autonomous municipality while
. sharing some of its revenue on

a metropolitan basis. -

‘), Civic Foundation chafrman

Colin Adcock says the town

T mem i e 1t i et g St b e -

b,

b

-~

" rejects these a

T

2

o

n
r

¢ counch should take m__E lead In

opening the debate to citizens,
but has apparently engaged in
a series of secret negotiations
to clinch the expanded “super-
town” concept.

The enormous adminsira-
tive and financial implications
have deliberately been kept
from public scrutiny, he says.

Ratepayers’ Federation

- chairman Gail Daus, supports
. Adcock’s asgessment; but

o e
3 L] ]
S =]

The management committee ..
cousations. AzA-

s

o S T T

corral

+ queries the DP's ability to put

matters right.

-.DP councillors serve both m-
side and outside the Hefer fac-
tion, and the vicious conflict
has deeply prejudiced Lori-
mer’'s idea of a caucus

_ Councillors including Jo
'Marais, Liz Clogg and Dave
+ Jordaan, o the other hand,
‘have proved the reliability of

representatives of purely rate-
payer interesis. :
.. David Anderson {indepen-

£dent) and Ernie Sacks (DP)
r

—
.*}_.-l. |.n._ -

——— [ -

have resigned from the councd
The resignation of Peter Jar-
dine (DP) 1s imminent and
more meght follow as a result
of legal action by citizens over
alleged irregular conduct in
terms of the Local Government
Ordinance.

While the battle rages 1o
public and hehind the scenes,
the biggest choice seems to
rest with the DP Should it con-
tinue its mvelvement with the
Hefer-led faction or should it

--go for control under its owi

banner of reform?

The acad test will be at Mon-
day’s council meeting, where
DP councillors could {ry to
forge a new alliance




CHIEF Reporter
JOHMN PERLMAN talks
to Eddie Magid, the
man who is
revamping
Johannesburg’s
central business dis-
trict. -

EDDIE Magid unrolls a
map which covers half
he large table 1n his of-
fice and sweeps s hand
across 1t to emphasise his
point. “The favourite ex-
ression when anybody
.alks about Johannesburg
s ‘the central business
fistrict is dying’ That 1s
sumply not so.”

The map, according to
Vlagid — who 1s chairman of
he Johannesburg City
~ouncil’s planning and de-
velopment committee — de-
>1cts plans to build new
yuildings and refurbish
thers, upgrade bus and taxi
stations, and turn streets
nto pedestrian malls

It reflects, he says, economic
ictivity worth millions “We
aire generating a lot of activity
iowntown The movement in
he CBD 1s unprecedented in
he history of this city, unprece-
lented 1n the history of any
1ty 1 South Africa ™

Magid reels off a string of
tatistics “In 1992, 108 plans for
aildings were submitted and,
)y December 31, 95 of them had
yeen approved — an invest-
nent of R270 mllion Others
‘ome off the drawing boards
his month ”

These new plans, Magid says,
ire just a fraction of the build-

-
pof o

-

TRANSFORMING THE CITYSCAPE: Eddie Magid explains his vision of the Johannes

ST 23[1193.

1ng and revitahsation work that
will be afoot over the next few
years A number of plans were
announced last year, including
the massive Johanneshurg
Tourist Trade and Convention
Centre to he built in the “air-
space” above the raillway lines
In the central city It will span
an area from the Queen Eliza-
beth Bridge to End Street, at a
cost of R1,2 ballion

One section of it, the Bridge

-—"a complex of offices and

‘shops — 18 scheduled for com-

pletion this year and 1s already
60 percent let “Finances for
this should be 1n place within
two months,” Magid says

The trade centre will be
jomned to the Newtown and Ka-
serne bus and taxi ranks on the
eastern side of town 1n Bree
Street, which will themselves
be transformed into the Metro
Mall with shops, eating places
and other facilities for com-
muters

“It will be designed on the
lines of the Greyhound tfer-

£ 26
minus 1 the US It will offer
breakfast and bathrooms,
among other things Don’t for-
get that some people start com-
muting at 3am”

The 1nvestment value?
R172 million Similar plans
have been made for Faraday
station 1n the south and nego-
tiations are under way with the
mining house that owns the
land to upgrade Wes{gate sta-
tion 11 the south-west

“There are,” Magid says,
“250 000 people who commute

At right is an artist’

1

to the CBD every day from
Soweto, half of them by taxi
and half by train, The project 18
private secfor-financed, but ini-
tiated by the council Eventual-
ly these transport nodes will
link with a rapid rail system
which will connect them to the
rest of the city There 1s no
guestion that this 1s on the
cards "

Part of Harrison Stireet —
three blocks between Commis-
sioner and Marshall — 1s to be
transformed 1nto the “Histon-

cal Precinct”, a pedestrian
mall in which the original old
buildings on each side will he
preserved and mature trees,
antique streetlamps and other
period fittings will be used

A section of Kerk Street,
stretching 10 city blocks from
West Street to Von Brandis
Street 1n the east, will also be-
come the preserve of pedestri-
ans This will link with another
mall on Loveday Street, which

will run from Jeppe to Presi-
dent streets ‘“Work 1n Kerk

’burg 2000 will be Super City

® Photograph: COLIN DAVIS

Street 1s going to start next
week With the Civie Spine as
the backbone of developments,
we are creating something
beautiful for those who use Jo-
hannesburg every day ”

A total of R3,467 billion will
be poured into the city before
the end of the decade, Magid
says, most of it from the pri-
vate sector Corporations em-
barking on major building
projects include mining giants
Genmuin, engaged 1n a R138 mil-
lion refurbishment of its head-

* gz 4

e

quarters, Anglo American,
which 1s spending R130 rmlhon,
and Old Mutual, which 18 in-
volved i1n pedestrian mall de-
velopment Both Standard’and
First National banks will ex-
tend the massive headquarters
they have been building.

All of this, Magid says, 18 not
only critical to the economac
heaith of the cily but has:rip-
ples right across the country.

Again, he has numbers fo
back up his case "“The inner
city generates R13,2 billton in
gross domestic product every
year That is 37 percent of the
GDP for the Central Wit-
watersrand Regional Services
Council area, 14 percent of the
PWYV and 6 percent of the coun-
try's GDP

More jobs, businesses and
building work may he onestep
towards making the Johannes-
burg CBD boom Pedestrian
walkways 1n piace of streets
will doubtless make 1t a friend-
lier place to be But the big test
of reviving mner-city Johannes-
burg, Magid concedes, 18 going
to be getting people tollive
there and pushing up the quali-
ty of life

Part of his plan i1ncludes
massive residential develop-
ment of an area that starts
Smal Street and pushes east-
wards “The propertiy 1s pri-
vately owned and the council
has no means to buy them out,”
he says The plan 1s to offer
‘rates hohidays’ and ‘free pulk’
— a concession which iwill
allow owners to build higher
than they were previously al-
lowed — provided it 1s for resy-
dential use ” q

‘Ten years hence this will be
a most vibrant city, a huge.me-
tropolis creating job opportuni-
ties for thousands upon thou-
sands ” -
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‘Councillors’ resignations a ploy’

By Anna Cox { Z2(b

A showdown between
Sandton town councillors 1s
expected tonight when a
new management comimit-
tee will be elected after
the resignation of the five-
man management commuit-
tee last week

The management commit-
tee's resignation has been 1n-

Soire w73,

terpreted as a pny to ensure
re-election before *he resigna-
tions of two councllors, who
are aligned to the ruling
group, come Into effect at the
end of the month

The resignations of council-
lors David Anderson and
Erme Sacks will put the ruling
group’'s majority in Jeopardy

The resignation of Peler
Jardine, who 1s also a sup-
porter of the ruling group, 1s
also expected

The ruling group at present
holds 14 seats and the minon-
ty six With the resignation of
three councillors, the ruling
group would be reduced to 11

At least three other council-
lors are under investigation
for alleged iwrregnlar conduct
in terms of the Local Govern-
ment Ordinance

A leading critic of the ruling
group, Sandtonians Against
Inept Government (SALG),
handed a full repert to the

country’s Ombudsman, Mr
Justice P van der Walt, on
Thursday calling for a full 1n-
quiry into the aifairs of the
three councillors

SAIG has slammed the elec-
tion of a new management
committee as a sham

Said SAIG spokesman Ro-
ger Fawcett “It 1s clearly a
ploy for re-election The man-
agement committee knows
that within a few weeks 1t wili
no longer hold the majority ™

A petition calling for the
resignation of management
commuittee chairman Wiliem
Hefer and s ruling group has
been drawn up

Hefer refused to comment
on the accusations

Residents are concerned
about two main issues &
merger between the municl-
palities of Sandton, Randburg
and Alexandra, and a proposal
to double Sandton’s area as
far as the Magaliesberg

1 ._. / ﬁ:
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POLITICAL, labnur and
business organisations on
Thursday launched the Pre-
toria-Witwatersrand-Vaal
Economic and Develop-
ment Forum aimed al
boosting growth and allcvi-
ating the job crisis in the
country’s most productive
region

Described as “possibly
the most representative
economic forum 1n the
country”, the new body 1n-
cludesthe African National
Congress, Pan Africamst
Congress, the Congress of
SA Trade Unions, the Na-
tional Council of Trade
Unions, the SA Chamberof
Business, the Transvaal
Provincial Admnmstration,
the Afnkaanse Handels
msttuut and the Civic As-
soctations of the Southern
Transvaal

Reading out the forum’s
aims 1n Johannesburg, TPA
MEC Dr Olaus van Zyl saxd
the main objective was the
promotion of the growth
and development of the
PWYV areainthe interests of
its inhabztants

“The Development Fo-
rum will, within 1ts means,
consider and . mifiate ac-
tion respecting the full
specirum of s0c10-eco-

" nomic and physical devel-

opment 1ssues, related to
the political context within
which the region func-
tions ”
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' Eskom direct e]ectrimty supply Elecmcity Supplies, but could not
rights, saying thyg will deprive lmeelts thflr ﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂ? bﬂcﬂﬂsﬁ of t;ﬂw
them of much needed revenye eve's of payment from res, ents.

Sharpewvilje and Bophelong admin. -
toEskum West Rand sajes and cus- istrator Eben Combrinck said he d;g Th team
| sa1d at the weekepa the utibty was 10t like “the jdeq of Eskom taking  tatjves of the TPA

the local authorj-
OVer because it woulg cripple the tiegapg the VCA It was formed It an
authoritieg of Sebokeng, Sharpeviile, town councils,

- attempt to restore stability to the
Borpatong ang Bophelong, as weir ac These Couneils, Combrinck said, wunresg-
V

torn region,
used electricity Tévenue to pay for Combrinek sayg the VCA had un-
€N to urge residents to step up

. . Otherservices gyeh as refuse removya] dertak
With a view to taking over all power and sewerage Payments so as to ayert reductions 1n
Supply in the region ‘ In apnother development, 1t was de. _Services
Reef townships wiich have a]. cided that servyces in the Vaal Trian- The situation woulq pe monitored
ready ceded thejr electricity supply gle townships woylg not be reduyced closely and shoyig residents not
_ from today a5 had been threatened “flock to the offices to pay”, services
ville, Diepmeadow, Alexandra, Vos- Councils in the apeq varned last  would be redyceq 5
loorus and Tsakane, week that unless 59, of residents The VOA hae warned
Marais said the utility wag Negotr- paid thesp accounts, water Supplies  ductiop in
aling with a numper of townshps

Services would Spark fresh
» Would be redyeeq by 50% and electri. outbreaks )
which owed jt money for primary

of violence s the “stil
city would pe Supplied only between volatile region” ~ 4
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Five mourhers
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Civic bodies to take on local

killed in attack || qythorities over water cuts

DURBAN ~ Five people were
killed and about 15 wounded in
Amoati, north of Durban, on
Saturday in an apparent revenge
attack on a group of mourners.
A police spokesman said the at-
tack was in revenge for a massa-
cre two weeks ago in the area. The

victims were on the ay home
from a funeral.
At Mlahlankosi near

Maritzburg, cherchgoers were
scattered yesterday by ANC and
Inkatha supporters who started
shooting at each other,

Police, alerted by reports of
violence in the Zinkwazi/Mdaban-
zane areg, dispersed the groups of
about 25 people each.

In the Transvaal, a man was
reported killed and another
wounded during the funeral of the
wife of clergyman Solomon Khu-
malo In Katlehong on Saturday.

Police spokesman Brig Mal-
herbe said the two victims were
found in a house.

Police arrested an wnkmown
number of suspects after SADF
members pulled over a car near
the graveyard that was later dis-
covered not to he part of the
procession.

They arrested six other sus-
pecis travelling in a car and con-
fiscated several firearms while
patrolling the township.

Iz Ratanda township near
Heidelberg, a man was killed and
two wounded on Friday in a shoot-
ing incident.

In Soweto, gunmen opened fire
on a police patrol car on Satarday,
killing a police dog and wounding
another, police said. Two officers
were also wonnded in the shooting
in Meadmglands. ~— Sapa.

TOWNSHIP civie organisations are
to take up cudgels against local au-
thorities trying to break rent and ser-
vices boycotts by cutting the water
supply to residenis, 670

The Civics Association of Southern
Transvaal {Cast) said at the weekend
it would take an “appropriate” mea-
sure to ensure that water supply and

all other services rendered 1n town-
9%

ships were depohticised 5]}

Cast publicity secretary Pat
Lephunya said his orgamsation was
concerned that local authorities, who
had been cutting power in an attempt
to break boycotts, were now cutting
the water supply.

Lephunya said negotiations were
necessary between the civic move-
ment and water boards, with a view
to getting the water suppliers to sup-
ply directly to township residents,
rather than via local authorities.

Cast general secretary Dan Mofo-
keng said although the rendering of
gervices to townships would be dealt
with at a local government negotiat-
ing forum, to be launched in the near

Parents to sue US firm over Sabax

THE, parents of one of the babies who
died after bemng admimstered alleg-
edly contaminated drips at a number
of Johannesburg clmes confirmed
yesterday that they were pressing
ahead with a R60m claim for dam-
ages 1n the US éa(t?

Anna Fioccha er hushand
Marco had signed a mandate on Fri-
day gwing Johannesbhurg attorney
Chris Bean the go-ahead to institute a
claim against Baxter Travenol Inc,
the 1JS suppher and Licensee of Sabax

" rhe Fiocchis ba’l'gls!ul: Tferto

died in August 1990 after he was
given a Sabax drip at the Park Lane

| WILSON ZWANE :l

future, an “appropriate measure will
be taken against the councils, which
are discredited and which use water
to prolong their lives”,

Town councis of Vosloorus and
Katlehong, on the East Rand, recent-
ly reduced water supply 1n an at-

tempt to get res: to-pay_their
accounts. E | '2,&(4
Civic orgamsations ha far |

been negotiating with Eskom to take
over the electricity supply m all
townships Cast general secretary
Dan Mofokeng said recently the
transfer of supply rights to the utihty
was nec In the fransitional
period Once the “mess” at local gov-
ernment level had been cleaned up
and once nonracial local authorities
had been installed, the matter would
be reviewed. Y
Negotiations with Eskom began
after 1t had become clear to civic
orgamsations that local authorities
were trying to break rent and ser-
vices boycotts by cutting electricity.

i .ll A
w FOETH S Y =hy

, pd far ax—she was
aware Bean had heen mstructed to
claim damages on behalf of the par-
ents of 20 babies who died from con-
tamnated drips during 1990 and mn
September last year. She said $1m
(R3m) was bemng claimed n respect
of each of the 20 babies

An inquest held in the Johannes-
burg Magistrate’s Court found that no
one could be held responsible for the
deaths of the 12 babies who died from
the contaminated drips m 1990.
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By Anna Cox é@_ __ mmu

Chaos erupted at Sandton
Town Councii last night
when five councillors
walked out of a meeting
called to elect a new man-
agement committee, in
protest against the absence
of management committee
chairman Willem Hefer.
Five other members of the

ruling group also failed to at-
tend the meeting

There was no quorum and
no election.
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Councillors J rais,
Elizabeth Clogg, Rick Ehlers,
Max Strous and Hazel Edges
Shochet walked out of the
meeting because of Hefer's
absence.

Hefer, who called the meet-
ing after the resignation of the
management committee last
week, was seen 1n the huilding
at the start of the meeting.

His deputy, Mike Melunsky,
and four other councillors
aligned to the ruling group —
Richard Cheary, Dave Ander-
son, Ernie Saks and Don
Forbes — were also absent

Said Clogg: “Hefer must re-

e D B Y L g N TR A T
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TODAY

sign. His actions tomght by de-
liberately staying away from
such an important meeting
show his contempt of the
council.

“It is outrageous that he and
his$ members of the ruling
group, with their usual disre-
gard for the interests of the
people of Sandton whom they
are supposed to represent, use
this council unserupulously for
their own political games.”

Sandtonians Against Inept
Government (SAIG), a group
campaigning for the resigna-
tion of the management com-
mittee, said" “They are play-
ing personal political games

oy - ..1 m\wﬂw}rﬂﬂﬁ#ﬁwﬂ - ; .fr..f... ..,_.-.-. ...-_... _mn.m_.._....”..._.__. L... ..._m_uuw{

uncil crisis mounts

with the residents of Sandton
Once agamn, Hefer has shown
his arrogance and disregard of
the needs of Sandion”

SAIG has labelled last
week’s resignation of the five-
man management committee
as a ploy for re-election The
ruling group’s majority is in
jeopardy after the resignation
of two aligned councillors, and
a third resignation which 1s
expected at the month end.

The Democratic Party’s
southern Transvaal chairman,
Peter Soal, condemned the
walkout. He said the DP had
spent 10 days negotiating with

councillors to restore disci-
pline and order in the Sandton
Town Council

“We had come to an ar-
rangement whereby the DP,
which 1s the largest party mn
the council with eight seats,
would take three seats, includ-
ing the chairman seat, in the
new management committee
The independents would also
have been represented.

“Our intention was to re-
store order and open govern-
ment 1n Sandton, and the
walk-out only served to bring
more chaos into the council,”
he said.
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‘Millions

“to save R3 million” The
official urged the scrapping of
plans for a R14 million concrete

reservolr PN
The Zondi reservoir, sprang,
leaks and, because of problems
with water pressure 1n the area |
— high pressure at mght causes
flooding and low pressure dur-
ing the day cannot feed the sys-
temn — mullions are needed for a
new water supply line and
pumping equipment to gets1t
functional The extra expense
means 1t will ultimately cost
the same as the rejected con-
ventional concrete reservoir |,
The reservoir has also been a
| source of discontent to the Dob-
sonville commumty The.spil- |
lover has waterlogged part of
the nearby Doornkop Cemetery
and has caused the subsidence
of several graves. s
A costly security system and
electrified fence erected to pro-
tect the reservoir from vandals
1S not 1n use N
One source explamed ‘The
alarm was activated atleast 20
times a day so 1t and, the elec-
trified fence were turned off It
1s now vulnerable to vandals.”

| ® A Natal-based civil engineer- |

ing company, which coniracted
to build a 3 km road m Soweto
for R9 million, has overspent
R10 118 048.

Much of the work 1s of a low
standard and Soweto City Coun-
cil officials did not vigorously
question the project, which
escalated to R19 826 540,
| ® An R18 307 000 project under-
,taken by a northern suburbs en-
E gineering firm, in whieh 150 km
rof pipelines were laid, for water
supplies to S«::wia';nef‘utI house-
holders, 15 riddled with irregu-
larities Large sections of it do
-not.work Payments for materi-

als and labour have been du-
plicated and cash was handed
over for work not done A new
contractor has been called n o
| fix the job at a cost of more
- than R1 mlhion.

This contractor.has disco-
vered that long sections of the
pipelines cannot function be-
catse, 1ntially, underground
pipeswere laid at random and
the:gaps-cqvered with soil
4, ATsoiitce claimed. “When
workmen
0

3
o

r;;."i."iﬂlg!, tE"T.fn:iH?, the cause
the’blockage they*discover

{

| undguxi‘g;'upyd pipes are missing

everywhere4k i

| over the, past’threeryears,

e i

Tens of millions of rands
earmarked for, upliftment

Tﬂ

- 1 }
projects 1n_Soweto _have,

been lost to.sharp practices,

l ture within theSoweto! City |

poor fijnancial’control and |
astronomical#oyer-expendi-

i
Councii ™™ .

This picture of misman-
agement and corrupfion by
certain senior officials, con-
| tractors and consultants 1n
the cash-strapped ‘township
has been painted by several
rehiablesources approached
during dn n-depth Star:Line
probe.s N

The allegations have
emeérged at a time when 44
councyllors, axed® for’ mais-
| mangement of jfunds} say
their sackings are‘a‘cover-up
for mass corruption by cer-
| tain white Soweto City Coun-

cil officials .

Many of the problem
areas pinpointediby. Star
Line sources are 1 the coun-
c1l’s water and;Sewer
branch; mto which ‘mullions
1n taxpayers’ moiiey ‘lias
been funneiled to expand and |
improve Soweto’s water sup- |
plies. |
| Names which Eh*aﬂeq{ sur-

faced 1n the investigdtion are
of semor and highly qualified
professionals wl r?g,W{}I'l{Ed ;
with the cuuncil?}:]m;é. variousy
costly schemes g
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Some,of the aliegations

levelled at Soweto City
| Council officials-and well-
+paid professionals are

| ‘@ Frans Bleeser;.a .former
resident engineer working on
a stormwater project 1n Na-
leds, Soweto, was paid, about
R130 000 for work which.was
| never done He was mvolved
in other payment irregular-
1t1es Bleeser has ,settled
abroad and apparently the
Soweto City Council has
| failed to recoup the funds

@ Gordon Thoms,;a¢sgnior
engineer 1n the ;,councilis
projects department; embez-
zled R465 000 fromthe,Soye;
to Gity Council;He had con-
trgl over the Government-
funded Regional Service
Council (RSC) cheques made
out to the Soweto City Coun-
cil Thoms admutted pocket-
'ing nine RSC cheques He
said madequate safeguards
in thesproject’s department
enabled himi*to-easily syphon
off funds, He 1s serving a
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nine-yéar'prison sentence for
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® A fOVINe; 1T Sksbur g civil
engineer 16 rafming’in]the
Northerh Y ansvaalfmhde :
hugeispmsfaﬁij“hﬁédrthe high |
‘IlfeidftéﬁISIgn;ngEﬁﬁ a‘mult-
millioA-2fands sub¥éontract-

| Liné has>the-official’s name)

INg es3entiad services proje
1 Suwetﬁﬂﬂ"uir&eweg aﬁluﬁi
RL1,4 million tojwhich he was
notfentitled A further
R350 000%stunaccounted for
®An‘R11million “unconven-
tronal” plastic-type reservoir
In=Zondi, Soweto, 1s a white
elephant used by the locals
asia mige trampoline
The‘reServorr wassrecom-

ménded by a “topbrass” "1n
thé-Soweto!City Counei’s ep- -
gineer’s department: (Star
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THE National Housing Forum (

Played a major role in negotiating an
agreement between hostel residents and that the council’s refusal to allow residents
the_Thuknza town council on the reocen- to reoccupy the building after jts upgrad-
pation of the newly renovated Thokoza 1 ing could spark an outbreak of violence jn
Hostel, sources sarg

the volatile East Rand township, '
The sources said the forum facilitated a The NHF”

8 office said yesterday it would
'] Ilow of information between the two sides  not comment on its involvement in Tho-
sides after 1t had beep alerted to rising koza as yet. D

The Thokoza Town Council and the Th:n-
The council said residents would be al- koza Hostel Residents’ Commuttee agreed
last week that residents who had vacated

the hostel during its upgrading should

reoccupy it and undertake to bear its run-
Residents, who had beep paying R15 a ning costs. '

month before they left the hostel, refused TPA spokesman Yvette En elbrecht
Eake stuch an undertaking and threatened said last h

L week the agreement had been
T€gain entry nto the hoste] by force.  concluded after the admunistration had
The forum’s involvement in the dispute managed t

apparently stemmed from the realisation
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