2. Preface to English Edition
By Ahmed Kathrada

Among the numerous deprivations of imprisonment, a very important
one is ignorance about the struggle both in the country and
internationally. Unbelievable as it may sound, because of our isolation
on Robben Island we knew almost nothing about our white comrades
who were in Pretoria Prison. For instance, the very first time I heard
of the way the warders treated the ailing Bram Fischer was in Hugh
Lewin’s book, Bandiet, in which he mentions how, in order to
alleviate Bram’s pain, Denis and his comrades had to resort to the use
of broomsticks as substitutes for crutches.
It goes without saying that the experience of every freedom fighter,
both inside prison and outside is unique.
Therefore the translation of this book written by thirty one
comrades and friends of Denis is undoubtedly a valuable addition to
knowledge not only about Denis, but also about other comrades; and
more importantly about significant aspects of the struggle in which his
comrades were involved. I will refer to just one very important
example from the informative contribution of Sandi Sijake. During the
Rivonia Trial we heard about the Mamre Camp, at which Denis was
the Commandant. It is Sandi who elaborates about its non-racial
composition, the security with which it was organized, and the
participation of Albie Sachs, Chris Hani and others, and much more.
Although Sandi and I were together on Robben Island for about 10 of
his 15 years, I can’t remember him mentioning that he had known
Denis in that capacity.
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A major challenge facing us today is ignorance of the past,
especially among the youth. This book once again brings to the fore
the fact that ours was a struggle for a non-racial, non-sexist
democratic South Africa. Although this is enshrined in our
Constitution there is the ever present need to emphasize and propagate
these concepts. They are the foundation stones upon which our
fledgling democracy stands.
The twenty two non-South African contributors to this book are
from Britain, Germany (Federal Republic and the former German
Democratic Republic, i.e. West and East), Sweden and the
Netherlands, men and women who have a wide variety of occupations
and interests. They continue to help in the reconstruction of our
society and spreading the concepts of non-racism and non-sexism.
Their recollections of their activities in the solidarity campaigns that
were so important in isolating the apartheid regime, and their more
direct ways of assisting us in our struggle for freedom, help us to
overcome our ignorance of the past.
Happily the book coincides with Denis’s 80th birthday year.
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