
DAKAR: ANC AND AFRIKANERS IN DIALOGUE

Andre Brink: In View of Dakar

Barbi/ra Masekeli/, Secrerary for Arh and CU/lUre, ;n COnWrSi/,;On wilh
Pro f. Andrj\ Brink whose respoose 10 Ihe Di/ ki/' conference appeilrs on
,his pa ge.

I DO not wlsh to o verrate the
significance of Dakar as a
potential histori cal starting

point. At the same lime it would be
unwise to underestimate its value
in the way most of the subse rvient
Afrikaans newspilpt'.S, and some
sections of the fnglish press as
well , have done. (This, in Itself, was
a curio us journalistic phenom­
enon: devoting hundreds. if not
thousands, o f column inches 10
expla in to readers why Dakar had
been a non-event'] Ce rtainly ,
members of the Inter nal group
were nOI "de legates" represennng
any k ind of "co nst ituency". The
Afrikaans press, especially, made
much of this, revealing in the pro­
cess the sad conditioning of the
Nationalist mind whic h can o nly
think in patr ia rchal and paternal­
isuc terms: only "leade rs" can
ma ke h i~lOry ; "ord ina ry people"
do not co unl fo r anything, are not
pe rmuted to influence events or
even voice opinions. whereas,
mu ch of the ~i g n i f i ca nce of Dakar
resided in the ve ryfactthat a group
of i nd ividual~ from wide ly d ive rg­
ent background~ and ho lding

widely d ive rgent views were able
to discuss o penly and without the
con ~train l~ of pre<onception o r
ideology, aspects of the future o f
So uth Africa which profoundly
co nce rn us all.

Specificaspects of the di~C1mion~

as such have already been widely
aired at mee lings and in the press.
What co ncerns me here is the
broader co ntext of the talks, in­
volving bo th discoveries and re­
d iscoveries, often in the form of a
confirmation of i m p re s ~ i o n ~

a lready shaped during many
previous co ntacts I have been
fortunate 10 have with membersof
the ANC in different pam of the
world.

1. Basic 10 the exchange of Ideas
was the acknowledgement of us all
as South Africans. If the re wa~,

indeed, an "ANC delegation" and
an " IDASA, group" , if indeed so me
members o f the " inte rnal group"
had 10 make the sad confession
that they " knew nothing a bout the
ANC " , there neve r was a
senum em of " us" and "them".
Especially during the vuntc o the r
West African countries the touring
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group headed joint ly by Tha bo
Mbekl and Van Zyl Slabbert
experienced a profou nd se n~e of
" us Soulh Africans". It was an im­
portant factor fro m the first day of
discussions when each individual
was req uired to present him~elf or
herse lf 10 the audience. To seve ral
of the whi te South Africans il came
as a jolt 0/ d iscove ry when o ne
ANC de legate afte r an o the r
announced: I was born in Oer­
miston . . . in Bloem/ontein ... in
Cape Town .. . in Schweize r
Reneke .. . Biography and geo­
graphy became fused in an ex­
perience common to us all; and it
ce rtain ly helped to clear these
hurd les inevi lably set up by the
long and destructive experience of
apartheid which has marked us a ll.

2. Ma ny Afrikaners in the group
revealed the ravages 0/ apartheid
in dbtressmg ways. One rea li zed
anew that the aparthe id mentality
is demo nstrated no t only in the
luna tic excesses of the AWB or the
rantings and raving~ of Bothas, b UI
in mo re subtle distortions o f the
mind:

In the inabili ty to liberate one 's
thought precesses fr o m the
conditioning caused by worries
about "what the people back
ho me will think" ;

In an inability , even among
in tellectua ls conce rn ed wi lh
history , to move away from
simplistic concepts of " White
Nationalism" vs " Black National­
ism " (whe reas no t o nly the lucid
pronounceme n ts by variou s
members 0/ the ANC bUI the long
hi story of that organisalion
demonst rate its commitment to
non-raci al principles. Two quote~

in this respect: " II is the extent and
invo lvement o f our white com­
pat riots in the struggle that o ffe rs
the greatesl guaran tee for the
tutu re": and : " Neve r in the history
of South Africa have blacks
do minated anyone else. We do not
wanl to dominate whi tes. We shall
fight wi th everyth ing in o ur power
to guaratHee that nO' o ne ever
dominates o thers allain");

Contin .....! overle.,l
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considerations of morality ."

5, Whf'n members of the ANC
spoke about mor.li ty, f'Vf'n within
• silua tion in which violence Il.d
bffome f'ndf'mic (" Failure 10
resort to armed strugglf' m.y bring
.bout greater evil than the resort

•
M r. Th..bo M 5ek l ..nd Dr. v..n Zyl SI..bberl. Ihe re,pective leaders of the twe
d'deg..t;on,.

PICTORIAL IMPRESS

1/ \j._,..... .r,-Dr. Bey,." N..uue, former general 'f'(ff'tar~ of the 5.... Cou ncilofChurche,. in con-
ve" ..rion with Pre, ident Thorn.., S..nbra of Burkina ram.

visito rs; " We don't want indisc,i m_
inate violence , We da n', w.nt .ny
violence whicll does not Ilave a
d e.r1y defined political objecti ...e .
We nf'oo wllite support. So it
would h....e no stra tegic sense to
institute a campaign ag.inst wllite
civilians - and this aparl I,om any

In tile persistence amo ng wllites
to tllink tllat an event u.1 "solu­
tion" c.n only come from wlli tes,
• nd a concomitant in.bility to
.pproach the situ.tion from the
point of view .nd the e xperie nce
of the vast m.jority of Sou th
Africans;

In what appeared li ke.n org.nic
deficiency of empathy, above allof
comp.ssion. Durin g a visit to the
sl.ve isl.nd of Goree, where some
30 million sl.ves h.d been " pro­
cessed" during the centuries 01
sl.very, some whites merely found
it " interesting" - un.ble to relate
it to tile pre,*,nce, in our mids t, of
Th. bo Mbeki whose own father
has spent . Imost a quarter of •
centuey incarcerated on an isl.nd
just like this , within sight of C.pe
Town. But wilen news Ca me of the
victimization 01 the sm.1I child of
one of Our white members, every­
body was deepl~ concerned: thiJ
they could e mpath ise with.

l. The thorough knowledge of
Ilistory (bOlh world history .nd
Soulh Afric.n h ist o r~) among
member, of the ANC stood in
.I.rming co ntr." 10 lhe lack of
true historical insight among mOSt
01 the " in tern. r · group members.
On one a«:asion Mac M. h. r. j
told the meeting of • visit a past
mini"e' of just ice had paid to
Robben Isl. nd to berate "terrorists"
about thei, co m mit me nt to
violeJ>Ce; in response. Nelson
M.ndel. outl ined 10 the minister
the ANe's long h i sto r~ of peaceful
st,uggle . nd lhe m.nner in which
every conceiv.ble aven ue of non­
violent response to the institution­
. Ii....d violence of .parlheid h.d
been explored before tile decisionw., taken to form Umkhonto we
Sizwe. Tile minister, . gh.st , re­
sponded: "I never knew about
tllis." Sadly, ....ve'al 01 the whites at
lhe mee ting also h.dn't know n.
Tllis, it ....ems to me, i, .n .re.
whe re the seeds of Dak.r c.n most
usefully be sown, in order to
spre.d and e nhance . wareneSS
.nd increase knowledge.

4, Wh. t D. k.r confirmed aoove
. 11 else was the mOSlsimple, ~et tile
most indispensable, of d isco ...e rie"
tllat even in a time of escal. ting
violeJ>Ce, talk is l1ill possible. In­
deed. the passionate commitment
of the AN C to re.ch lhe negoti.­
ting table - to which the PW ,
80t h. mentality appea.. to be tile
onl~ true stumbling block - must
ha ...e left an indelib le imp ression
On the minds of the "internal"
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P, esid" nr ....bdou Diaul 01 S"neg.1 (/ell), D'_ van ZyISlabbe'/, B,,,,yr,,,,, B,e yren­
bach and /h", P,,,,, idO'n/ ', {'n/Ourag" move toward, lhO' offici. I Oflt'niog ceremony
of /h" conl"r.. .,..e in Dakar_

ONS FROM DAKAR

,

happened in the pa,t - lea~e, her
or her hu,band dead , doe, 001
rbecrhe abou l violence, but Ii~e,
;t e~ery d~y 01her life.

When wh ite mf'mbers of the
tDASA grot.op evoked morality in
order to denounce wioleoce , it
often had the hollow ,;ng of e.­
p<Pdienee. II il so ea'y to preach
mOlality 10 mhers: il ilso easy 10
be cornciolA of lhe dictat"" of
morality when lhe h~OIical

actiom of~'s own people ha~
created a si.... tion in which .
suddenly. ~ il faud with a
",olenl'~.

A wffi afte< our retu'n frorn
Daka, came lhe IJhauly bomb e'­
plol.ion in johannesbu'll. II was
repceted on the loIme day as the
n~ lhal lhe minisler of i~ioce

had implied lJuilt by offering 10 p.iy
R1,J million in rompt'nsalion to
lhe ' ..lali....... of 1M twenty pt'<.>ple
- men. womeo, m ildren and
babies - mol , moslly io Ihe b.Kk,
at hnga in 1985. So whfore shot.old
one look fo, 1M true locus of
violence and the true root, of
mo•• lity in Sout h Af, ica!

t>. Wheo all ", a, said and do"e,
OOe wa, lell wi lh a ,e " .... of
lragedy: but as io all tragedy, il also
earned a germ of hope. The lwo
main adwersarie, in the presen t
South African confrontatio n are
Ihe Af rikaner and the black
Af rican (a deadlock which may
e~..ntually be b<ok..n by the non­
racial approac:h of tM "NC).
History ha, turflO"d lhem into
.. ne<llOes. And yel I""" a'e. pro­
ba bly, tn.. two groups of people in
Sol" h Africa who hawe rnosl in
common! They .....r.. a coflectivO"
cornclou"""" of a ~ic and
peasanl e.illene... Both ha~ beeo
conditioned by t, ibal e .perience.
Both ha~ chow>n Africa as the
object of Ihei r d...-peu loyalties
and undforszanding. Both ha.........
perienc:l"d o pp!..won, and lhe
agonies and ...hilaralion of a
struggle 1m liberalion. In Iht"
d...-pest pcMible _Iht'y bfo/ong
IOB,",he, .

Dakar ha, demonstratl"d, in a
small and t..ntati~e yet richly sig_
nificanl w. y, that thi, n n be
ach i.......ed . since we hawe the cause.
and mean" and ' I. ",nglh, and will
to do ii, The , ingle p'econdition i,
the destrccuon of apartheid and
e_ery _e'lige of rad , m lhat goes
wilh il: an d the removal of the
80th. regi me f,om lhe seal of
powe r it o«upie1 illeg.lIy aod in
Ihe face 01 hillory.

women who ha~e all been
{'>posed to wioleoce aod knew
e >~ctly what lhey were talkiog
about. A mo ther who ha, 10 pre­
p.ore he r thr.... ~ea r old son fo' "" If_
reliaoc{' io n .... a Soulh African
raid on l Ul.lka - which may
happt'n any day, as it ha,
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to armed \!fuggle") , o ne was
mo~ed by th e perceptioo that this
wa, oot a m~ller of ,Iat;og theo ry,
0 ' ideology, 01 of outlioiog io ao
abWact 0' political maooe, lhe
Wal{'gi"" and programmE'S of
change_Thi. was liwed t'Kf)('ri{'I>C{' ,

embodied in indi~idual men and
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