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Unions

President , contended that NUS AS
provIded a recruIting ground for
white businessmen lind politicians
and a superb t,aining-ground for
security policem en . NUS AS's cur
rent nirtatlon with the United
Democratic Front (UDF) was dubbed
pollllcal "schizophrenIa" beceuse
NUS AS Ieced "both ways at the
same time."

Cyril RamllphoSil, the general
secretllry of the National Union of
Mine worke. s (NU M) , saId that
1I1ignments of black and white
organIsations had nothIng to do with
"love and friendship" ,

AZAPO committed itself to the
ushering In of a Worker Republic of
Nanlll and it WIIS emphasIsed that
IIOOatlon de pended on the con
sciousness of blacks. The A'ljnlan
Worker Republic would , in turn ,
establi sh a d assless society.

It was repeatedly emphasized that
In South Africll , racism was the soul
force of cllpitalism, Ramaph05ll com·
plalned that there waS "a regrettable
habit on the pa rt of some people to
denounce and Igno.e the black
labour movement as irrelevllnt , and
to heap scorn on what they call the
'brelld and butler war." In fact , the
"black union movement has
educated and is educating blllCk
workers and is turning them Into
fighters, not only for the ir bread lind
butter Issues, but for liberation from
oppressIon liS well"

Rllmaphosa saId the black union

PETER CYRtl JONES Cap< Vk~ Pt-..ld~nl

WOI kers
Peter Cyril J " r,es, the Cape Vlce
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On being n,·elected to the
presidency of AZAPO, l ybon Tly" ... ;
M" ba$ll predicte<. tha t AlAPD was
poiSlld to make il> mark in "Southern
Africa" history" . The Fourth NOlI '
lional Congress a' the Palid". Hall in
una.l" was allended by ou"r I 600
observe rs and d..legates on the 81h
and the 'JIll Jancary 1984. I! was the
largest (on9' ''SS ,Il AZAPO's hislory
and the II.., "v.., to be held in the
Witwatersrand "II " ,

The theme wa . "AZAPO on Ihe
March - f""ing the Challenges'
and all the speakers emphasised tha'
Be was a viln..nl revolutionary
ideology whose fundamental lenets
""...e as ' elevanTand as valid as ever,

M" bllsa recaned thlll when
AZAPO was lorm"d In 1978 . VlIrlouS
"prophets of doom and destruction
clamou red a,ourl~ singing dirges of
lAZAPO's) demiH." Many erstwhile
"comrades", motivaled by fear and
opportunIsm, "joined the popular
song" so that AlAPO hal learnt not
to consider affiliation to the pre-1977
BC Movement an "Open Se...me-' to ,
IlCceptance into AZAPO. There Is no
doub! that AZArO has maintained
its revolutionary ~onsistency and is
vigilant against ",eac tive, revisIonist
and opportunisti. polities" Maba...
Silid the results of the referendum re
affirmed Be because they prove that
white people co, nlved al black op'
pression and exp'o itlltlon. The white
",adiellls" were the main pllrlicipllnts
In the containment of the Azanlan
revolution .

HLAK U KENNETH HACHlDI
Tru ,"u l Vk~ Prnld<nt



movemenl Wat ronfuNd ~wlthoul

any plan - tM • .hoot-term Of long.
l llflll b ....1Ilion.~ Ne-rthc... ""
wlIf: 1M bid. has !Men
u. lhlilep by )oInlflg ott- WClfl<m
In ."*4 '* union . IW has !Men
u. -.d step by bKoo">g p.1 of
the I.boui mo••IIW'llI:. .... Ie pr.WM·
)y ....ooklrog on .. Ihird step by
d.manding ...... dwr. ohouId tM on.
union . one Industry. lind "" will tIK'
cud Y. ry won on hil iourlh step by
lormlng on. con lOlldaled union
I.dftllllon for AanIa, HII fifth IIIld
" lttmlli. step II. thc IUIlty of III op.
pr...-l poropl.c.-

Studcmtl
~ Lcrill' ... 1t.. P" n1 of

the "-- Student Mo " ..n:
IAZASMl• •"'pL....od thc ck"f''''k
bo1-.n students and ...............
atglH'd IhIIt !he 1976 lind 1980
uprtslngs d.monrtrlliod tha i Isolal.d
Ilud.nl ItC!!IIlly lend.d to be mort ·
bund .

The CI'\ll< of L.eng.n.'. peper Wilt
tha i while • mighl _ thai !he
Gowrn....... pIIld b cdUClllion or

• ......lnclustJy pIIld b_lICMIon, ......
It.. billck ...00-. ' ...... pay b _
cdUClllion. Everybody hoes on ......
...... and blood, lnduding .
SimplII becauM lIwy do thor PII\Iln9.
-.II IoY.n of hUlll/lnlly mull find "
w"y of ploughing back wh,,1 1""11
took from Ilwm .~

Bl6ck studenls , In ord... 10 •• A1l,1.
thor oolkbrity bel_.n thorlllMlun
and 8lIIck ...00-., nHd 10 "'!ran• •
cenci lhn dill: jatn and
WOfk Aioo oglide thc _ '11 claM.~

Low
NMedI"- wid It.. "*'!I n

mAde laws to IIownlldu..... /II'ld
..a Soultl A/rb'. laws _hoi "with
Ih• •ott ' url of IpoU1hcId ~

P I concIudod 1"-01 lhe pelnful
../lIlly Wat 1"-01 "th. "'WI mAd. by
OU. oppralOrl C"n ......, ...... Ou.
Itruggle for llber"llon~ bulltw thew111_-_ to fruotrate and.vert our
INI and 1cCIII victor}i.

Imr..n Meow . thor N.tiII VIce,
Ptaldenl. wAnWd ...... whiM laws
-.. d I, """ to __ n.*>g daM
Inlcrfttl. ruing et-. often cnMcd
legal fomw, wftIch 11I/I11 contInllOUlly
Impose . br.... up<>rl their own ..,.
b/lrCl'\l action. lind. bellow• •cvolu·
lIon.rle. lo IlIke l"tt adYllntoge of Ihll

, f/ICI .
Economy

• Cong.... "knowledg.d Ih. 1
polll lc:.1 ind.pcnd.nu wlthou'
ICOl lOmic~ Wilt I w m
and ...... blaclI people IIftd.d 10
P'ep... themwlucs~ to ....m....
tIw ,em. of power .

Jon•• nOiIOd: hln ....ming 10 con.
d ud lheir own slruggln, I"" IYIUSIOI
....am 10 ru n Itw . 11.1. lind lOCOIlOrTly
of lornorTow. n.,. pice.. It.. . m.
pham of struggle on people ~
lhe counTry, W.... noI lIpICtI'on.
che.nlng on Itw t..m .•.. W. m....
noI " ndftntlmal4 our people , No
small gm."p u n bring aboul Ilbn• .
lion on Irs OWn . EJcpiOTWncu must be
,hared and t/lh" 10 the pcopl•.h

Th. Cullu. A1 lI ~d Sporllng 110"'.
lion u mPAIgn Wat •• ·. ff\rrn,.d by
Congo.... Geoog,. W"uchope , the
outgoing s.a-IOIary. IIIld ...... thnr!
u mpalgnl ....... piIIt and p.ceI of
Ihor carnJ>III9'l to portIUadoI belgn
compan 10 di.i.1_ In 5 .A ,

Congo ....00.-:1 an ....... <lord-
lion by Coundl 1"-01 peopIor m'lI
le_ SA • • Iono-J /IS It..Ir acIl<>n,
ove-n.al do '101 ,'11111/11. 6galnl! Ihe
sI.uggle,

New Deal
Deputy Pl-nld. nl Saths CooJ

.-ff«tiw ly put paicl lo ... 1IU99I1l1on1

...... AlAPO Mc<!1Od 10 •...- Be
bK'''M of lhe '"New Deaf'" ,." argu .
rrwnl which ...-ged from Ihor bra!
mNiAl by wytng ...... when Malan
11m. opIod for I"depotncl.ncc~ .

Xhoaa·.p..king people were no! .x·
c1ud.d from 1M Be Movl m. nl
nellher w". IO-c/llI..d V.nd•• and
T . w ll n.. n clud . d , Ma b ll lll
.laboral. d : hAlAPO can n. y••
review .. ..lind and commitm.nl 10
Be becaUM of ~ IItloOfller pr.dle.
..... d. 1IdIon chown by d"mmy
Puppcl bodift IUCh /IS lhol I .....
Puty and II 6 . W. Iland on IOId
ground . nd commmlOd 10 our
poIde. 10I"" Idt..r .~

Bl6ck Sobdartry one. again . m. rg.
. d at AZAPO·. wllichword. Ih.
d.flnillon 01 Bl6ck lIuIOm.llc.ny ex.
c1udlng 1111 .I..m~"t, whom Ihe
1\IIl.m hIlS co-opl. d I " . Mellon , of
the middle clan and lhe col.
1abor1dOfS, MoblIW..1lof\ of thor op.
preucd on IOIhnIc .... _ ~
lit poiI<>no.,. 10 tho; libtrllllon effort
The .-gurncnI: tho.r riwc~ •
1Ir. " -south AfrIuro reaJlly lhct un
flO! t.. wIIhcd ,wII"/- Will an_.d
by Nkosl Mola"': -Of courw . Is . BUI
tMn Ie no! dilcrlm,nalion lIgIIinll u, II
Soulh African r..:1Iy Ih.1 Cllnnot be
wished aWll y? [I nO! ou. explol1l1tion
II r.alIlylhal canlIOl be wIIh. d , wily?
If _ un fight ,ad and ...pIolta.
lion why u nnot flwht theM dM-
lIiorIsr' Trtlal chlm lind~"'" /ll'e
not 10 t.. IgnorIOd "'for lIwy ItI1I "",.
Itn.... to dupe a '-ge body oIlt1e op.
prnwd IhIIr mull be won onto thor
lid. of ltIe reuolulInrl ,-

es

Congo. u law Ih. ~"..w dllll" • •
on. 01 mll" 1I <>pprnslve m.II. U•• •
which don not WIllT."t being singled
oul. IIIhougn Congo....m~
Ihor~ Ie.- AZAPO 10 gwde I""
Black J>'"OPIot on It.. iMuIO of con
k l ipllo.. Into Itw SADF.

The · NIIlIonai Forum c..mmil1«
INFCJ WII$ _n II' • poslIiw mou..
by Congr.u al it ..ekl 10 unh lhe
black peopl. lrrelpec!lY. of Ih.l.
pollillcal penu' slon , The NFC h• •
nOi conllilul. d 110.11 inlo.n O'gllnIS/l .
lion . but rlllh.,., prOYld.. for unlly in
~.

The UDF hIlS conohluled . ..If InIO
.. Of9""ilallon - with ayrnbok
Ieadcnhlp- and had -coacad ...p.
pori from CCfOM lhe po/rIIcal 1pI'C .

rrum .- The UOF Is . " Ad ·hoc
organilallon .esponding 10 • crIsI.
.nd b:k. all ad ·hoc organ iS/lIIon•• 11
wOI fac. "th. p.oblem of loI. d... .
withoul lollowersh lp~ . Munlu Mynll
AZAPO·. Pu bllcll ~ Se""'II.l'II . cII!led
the UDf /In hu" p' indpled amor .
phou. poI .poutTI of organlllliion•
wllh conflicllng Inl.....IS . .. H..
dcacribed the .n/ICQ on AZAPO by
ccrtM'l UDf .....rnbIOn /IS '1ulm;,.. ,
tl on, . . . o f o p p o rt u " i. li c .
1n1. lecludy·abb-e-uIIIled indaYldu.II
sam. of ....t.om h.vbou. grandoiw
n.potiorle nobon. ,-

Jon•• S/lid Ih. NFC-UDF chOice
""/IS a choice belw....n II uniled f.ont
lind II popuill' nO'll , The uniled f.onl
•• "",1Od . ny IIm. ne., bet.......n lhe
IIbnAl bou.gcoilie lI" d the work...
_menl .nd Ihu• .....,.....d lhe
conllic1 bet_ ---..n " nd It..
bowgiroisie . On lhol otlwr hand. lhe
popuI.- from t:.-oughl loge"'" 1M
---..n and It.. bou.geo;M In an
....-phou. gm."pIng which oubor ·
dinalad the work..·• lnle. ,,",. 10
IhoM of 1M bourgeoil ilO ,

Struct ure
Fou. p.oYlncllll VIce PI.side nll

I nd Ih. InlTod",lion of a PrO,",CI.
Co·Ordlnalor ........ Ih. only c"-o"9<"
In lhe lIrudu•• of I"" Nallorlal Ex.
ccullYe. flOW •• ·na ....-d !he '"Cenlfal
Committee- . The ...... SIJ'uCtut. WII.
found 10 bit 1>«. ery bee..... cA
AZAPCYI phe.-,....... grOWlh.

AZAPO·. I." ·pellon C."nal
Commil1.. comprtll. mosIly - pnlOn
grad ual.,- . The Commrtree iI :
Pl-elidenl - l ybon TIy.ni Mllba.. .
Dep uty·P. u ld. nl _ Salhas lvlln
·5alh. · Coope. ; T.an,y.a1 Vice.
Pl-.Ild.nl - Hlaku K..n".lh R/lChidl·
c.p. VIcc·Pl-flldent - Pd« C~
.aon...; FrH SI.I. VIce-Presldcnt _
FlkiIe QilhI; Natal VIcc·Pl-elidcnl _
Invann Meow: 5eaetary-Genaal
- snake Nyaka : Pubk1ry 5ealll"Y
- Munlu ka MY'"u : National



. 111 \!!r - Thabo Ndabenl ; Pro
"' I o..o-Ordlnator - Zithulele Cindi

he ConstilUllon was amended to
,Ide for Regional Execunve Com
ees and Ihe &anch E~eculive

nmlllees wiD aD have 10 Include a
eels DirecloT In future.
he Natlon.al Congress Is the

, l IT\\!! and highest governing and
II ....,aklng body of the orgllnlsa-

" r , ..fore , delegat\!!s must leave
,r<!l J with a sense 'of mission , II

,...1 " work and a clear sel of deec-
... for the yur. Congress must
vide cedresbtp with d\!!flnlle pro
1\mn of 1Ictlon: revolutionary
Wle II based on ~nking theory
I prada: .
;ongr\!!SS 1984 can be desc ribed
,n unqua~fIed success only from
ubllc relations point of vew.
lie s.aml Clln hardly be said about

s.ense of purpose and hard
oded Ivalullllon of AZAPO's

policies lind progress: these features
we.e sadly lacking ,

The long spe2Ches, nine on the
flrst day alone. ad\!!d a. a soporific
lind prevented maximum respon5<l .
Commissions ""ere ollen 5<larching
lor terms of ref 'rence - surely the
rellms 01 rhetoric in the papers
s hould p ro vide th e requ islt e
guidelines .

AZAPO should SOITiously consider
the following iuggestions for all
future congres.e"
1. The number of papers should be

at a nec.... lI'y minimum.
2, Two poin ts. of view should be

pres.ented 0' , conte ntious Issues,
e ,g. SpeaKer A Can jusllfy
AlAPO's sta:1d on Cultural Isola 
tion while Speak\!!r B can attack

"3 . Ali lormatlons of the OrganlSllllon
should be given advance nOllce
of th\!! topics to be discussed at

Congress .
4. Speakers should refrain from

repeatedly "justifying" BC
AZAPO mu st move beyond
fighting .ear-guard battles ,

5 . Co mmiSSions should be assigned
topk s directly related to the
Pflpers presented .

6. Symposia must be arfanged at all
levels of the Organlsallon, par
ticularly on the follOwing topics.
(AI The Nature of the Soviet
Union.
(BJ The National Question in
Azanla a nd the Role of the
Pea""ntry,
(C) Sc ientific Socialism ,
(D) The lsolalion Campaign.
(E) Economic " If-Sufficiency.
(F) Black Th ."!Iy,
(G) The Tre !e Union Movement
In South Africa , and
IH) Th \!! Specific and Multiple
Oppression of Black Women .

AZAPO ON THE MARCH
\ terrified ruling class dropped the
,ntlet on Black Consciousness
;) organizations on 19 October
77. The aim of the bannlngs waS
le-c.eate the posI·Sh.llrpeviU\!! era
en blacks stood In awesome fear
their while "masters"; In a word ,
aim wu to deslroy the Ideology

~lack Consciousness.

"'hat the ruling class reckoned
hout wa. Ihe vl"'l~y of BC alld
I It had grown from Ih\!! dally ex
l\!! nce. of the oppres.ed people .

cannol be killed for II
lTact.-Ne. th\!! reslstanc\!! of the
:><>ssessed, I"" plundere:l , th\!!
Sdyanlllg\!!d and the colontud
,Inst an arfogllnl wh~e world, one
...hich t"" while man hllS tried to
)OS<! his yalue systems.

\s an Ideology Be WIlS firsl ar
llated by a group of studen t.
ponding to problllms Ihat aff\!!cl\!!d
,m II. student. . Steve Biko ,
petla Mohapl, Onkgopolse Tiro
~ their counterparts In the South
rlca n Students Organzalion
\ 50) did nol proceed from any
lConcelved theoretical frame . In
~d, the mOSI remarkable fact about
: 15 that it 15 a developing world
w; lIS Amikar Cllbral says- "I can
t _,. pretend to organlle a Par ty, Or
<lruggle on Ihe basis of my own
'a. , I haye 10 do Ihls starling from
I reality 01 the country." Be does
l seek 10 construct conceptions of
n and his relation to the world
p-by-Ioglcal-slep bUI rather seeks
embody the fears . the frustration. ,

love. and hates. the need. ,

deSire. and the aspirations of the op
pressed and the exploited in a
coherent a nd a re volution ary
Ideology,

When the BC Moyement first
emerged , the very menlion of the
word "polillcs" was enough to kill a
conversation; "lack people were in
the grip of a p":alysi. and they r\!! adl
Iy allowed whll ~ liberals to misrepre 
sent the cause of the oppress\!! d, a
C.l!use liber"l. c . n never properl y ap
preciate beeau,., they do nol feel and
suffer as the oDpressed.

BC protagoni.ts In the 70's pro
ceeded from I~.e reality 01 the coun
try a nd procla'rned Ihat the first re 
quirement wM fo, black people 10
shed Ihe psychological shackles of
slavery , to reje, 1the dwarfing of their
consciousness ",ld to stand up and
define them..··ves as people who
have every ri] ht to live , work and
love In the la nd of their birth.

The early proteqcntsts also suc
ceed \!!d where every other liberation
movement had failed _ lhey
bro ughlall black people into sing!\!!
organisations ,

The lethargy thai had gripped the
60's was shaken oil, resulling in
renewed black rede union activity In
De<:ember 197:J , ln recurrent student
action at high schools and univer
silies which climaxed in Ihe SoW\!!to
uprising 01 June 1976 and In a
plethora of BC organl""tions such as
the South African Students' Move
ment (SASM). the National Youth
Organisation (,·'AYOl. the Union 01
Black J ournal!! Is fUBJ ).
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As a resuk of the 1977 bannings.
there arOse a vacuum In political ac
tivity. But the spi.lt of pride and de
fla nc\!! was carefully nurtured an d this
prevented the paralysis of the mOVe 
ment.

The BC groups which survived the
banning, such as the Black Priests
Solidarity Gro up and the Teachers
Action Comml1!ee form\!!d th\!!
Sowelo Action Commitlee . chair\!! d
by Ishmae l Mkhabela , A sub
co mmittee of the Acholl Commitlee
conven ed by l ybon Mabasa was to
In vesllgate " national possibilitie.··.
This sub-committee caned a conve,, _
tlon at SI. Ansgar's near W\!!lgespluit
In Roodepoort on 28 _ 31 April
1978: l ybon Maba sa delivered the
theme papo'r " Blackman. Whi,he,
Goest Thou?" . Flloth\!! r Butl T!hagale
gave a hinl of the neW thrust of the
BC Mov\!! me nt in his paper " A Fur·
ther Determ inatio n 01 Black Con '
sclousnes..·. Mebesa's volc\!! rings
with th.. proud BC spirit;

"Our peacefulne .s does not
pres uppo.e timidity, No timid
people con become 0 nolion , To
ougment o ur P<'ocefulne!05 we 01.0
need a militonl.pl'il. 0 <irong will
ond 0 desi.. to s"rvive in 0 vIolent
ond comivorous world. "

and llhagale hammers home Ihe
point thai the Black worker Is the
most oppressed and exploited seg
ment of So uth African society and
must become the vanguard of the
liberation movement ,




