
Middleburg was a hive of political
activity over a weekend near the
end of March
Local residents flocked to an East-
ern Cape Students Council work-
shop - mistaking it for a mass
meeting.
The following day, there was a
commemoration service to
remember the victims of 21 March
Sharpeville and Uitenhage killings .
Hundreds of members of the Mid-

delburg Youth Congress (Miyco) .
Middelburg Residents Association
(Mire), Middelburg Womens
Organisation(Miwo), the Middel-
burg Students Council (Misco) and
local churches were at the meeting .
The only people not there were
members of the local South African
Police .
A Misco leader received loud

applause when he announced that
the Minco general council had
"unanimously agreed to change the
name of the local secondary school
from St Boniface Secondary School
to Govan Mbeki Secondary
School".
"It is high time that the people's

leaders must be known and not for-
gotten. At least when a person pas-ses near this school something polit-

ical will be registered in their mind

and he/she will know that there are
some people who are in jail for the
sake of others", he said .
"For this area to be effective)

organised, house to house visit :
must be conducted to mobilize
those who are not here with w
today. In the old days when a meet ing was called to discuss trouble:

such as the loss of somebody's ooze
- all Pea attended .
"The one who did not attend was

the one likely to be suspected as the
thief of that cow .
"After the house to house cam

paign we will expect everyone to be
here and the one who is not here is
against the will of the majority",
said a woman from Miwo .
"The good work of Mathew
Goniwe will and must be taken for

ward by all of us here", said the
Miyco president .
Rev Visagie of the local Neder duitse Gereformede Kerk pledged

solidarity with the families of the
Langa shootings on behalf of the
Midlands Council of Churches .
"The plight of the people has long

been said in the bible but the church
has distanced itself from the
people .
"But today we in the church

endorse what the leaders of the
people stand for and therefore join
in the campaign for the uncondi-
tional please of a0 the prisoners .
"We remember those leaders, par-

ticularly on March 21 , because it is
due to the events of those times that
they were sentenced to Life impris onment".
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